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THE 


T R A V E 

O F 

Cornelius Le Brun, 

THROUGH 

Muscovy and Perst- 

T O T H E 

EAST-INDIES, &c. 



CHAP. I. \ .. 

The Authors Refolution. His Departure from the Hague. 

rival at Archangel. 


Am highly fcnfible, that ’tis 
a duty incumbent on me, 
before I enter upon the re- 
cital of this my laft expedi- 
tion, to return my un- 
feigned thanks to the Almighty, who, 
through his great goodnefs and divine 
protection, has enabled me to conquer 
all the difficulties and dangers, that from 
time to time have attended me, during 


my former travels, as well as 
fo lately finished, in the profecq|^|piP|$frj 
of I have .fpent near twenty fcjprs W§i|* 
the utmoft fatisfa&ion. . y> ( ! 

Upon my return to thftijfag^:t fhttna'j 
myfelf under an irrefiftible tjmpfflbn^ty^' 
vifitfeveral remote couiftrilj^, in wdct4m/(M’ 
might reflect on the refpeCtive inhatafants,, 
and their particular cufl^jlp sMbnees, 
with more mature ddihffp*Wv*W. i 

B I # done 
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done before , and to take a fecon^ tour to 
the Ead Indies, through *Mufcovy and 
Perfia. 

N ot pif^'rti^^ehds and acquaintance, 
but my n’iared relations were highly dif- 
pleafed, whehtheyfound I was refolutely 
bent on repeating my voyage. They were 
very warm in their remondrances, and 
endeavoured to fet -before me all the nu- 
merous inconveniencies, that might in all 
probability attend fuch a rafh, and, as they 
called it, ill-concerted project. 

Flulh’d, however, with the good 
fuccefs of my former adventures, no ar- 
prevail on me to with- 
the violence of my own inclinations. 

Moreover, I confidered with myfelf, 
that then I had more years over my head, 
and had acquired a greater degree of ex- 
perience, and by confequence, was much 
better qualified to form a more adequate 
idea of things than I was in my youth $ 
befides, fince my return, I made it my 
bufinefs, in fome meafure, to convene 
with men of learning and tafte, and fuch 
as were very curious in their enquiries, 
whereby I was fully convinced in my 
own mind, that by virtue of fuch va- 
luable ailiftances, I (hould be rendered ca- 
pable of making much more advantage- 
ous and important difeoveries than hitherto 
I had done. Big with thefe hopes, I con- 
futed, with the utmod care and attention, 
all the clofets of the curious j by which 
means, I foon informed myfelf of the mod: 
approved methods for preferving in fpirits 
all kinds of birds, beads, and fifties, 
and to prepare them, in fuch an art- 
ful manner, that I ygffiight bring them 
from foreign parts without their fuffer- 
irig the lead: diminution or decay. I 
had determined likewife to get fome 
proper inftruftions from fome able and 
experienced mailers in the art of paint- 
ing, for drawing, after the life, all fuch 
natural productions, both by fea and 
land, as I judged mod worthy of my 
notice and attention. This qualifica- 
tion, however, I propofed to acquire 
only as an amufement ; for my prin- 
cir*l aim ahd defign was, to pry into 
the antiquities bf fuch countries as I 
fliould Chinee to vifit, and to add fuch 


reflections thereto, as from time to time 
might occur by way of improvement , to 
examine, with all the accuracy and exaCt- 
nefs imaginable, thefeveral religions each 
nation profefled, their manners, cufloms, 
politics, government, and modes of drefs, 
as alfo, their more folemn rites and 
ceremonies in regard to births, marri- 
ages, and interments, in fhort, to 
pry into the nature of each foil, whe- 
ther barren or fruitful $ to tajre a fur- 
vey of their cities, buildings, and o- 
ther curiofities, with all the accuracy 
I was able, in order that I might give 
a full and true account of every par- 
ticular of any moment or importance, 
that occurred to me in my travels, up- 
on my return to my friends and rela- 
tions. 

I fet out from the Hague, the place 
of my nativity, on the 28th of July 
170-1, for Amderdam, where I tarried 
till the 3°^h, and the next day, about 
four in the afternoon, I arrived at the 
Texel in the common paflage-boat. 
No fooner was I got afhore, but I 
heard, that the Oudenard, a man of 
war, Capt. Roemer Vlack commander, 
who was appointed to convoy the Ruflia 
fleet, had weigh’d anchor about nine 
o’clock that very morning, and fet fail 
from that harbour, together with five 
or fix merchant-men, who were bound 
for the port of Archangel. As the 
vefiel, in which I propofed to make my 
voyage, was not at that time arrived, 
I went out to meet her, and on the 
id of Auguft, I embarked about ten 
in the morning. She was a pretty fmart 
failor, had eight guns, and eighteen hands 
to work her. Her name was the St. 
John Baptift, and one Gerard Buis, of 
Sardam, was her commander. The wind 
being at wed-fouth-wed, we tript it, 
in order to get into the Texel, and 
there we moored between eleven and 
twelve. , 

On Augud the fecond, about nine 
in the morning, we weighed anchor, and 
got fafe out at fea by one o’clock that 
afternoon , at which time, our pilot took 
his leave of us, and I delivered into hi$ 
care a packet of letters, directed to fome 

of 
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l very re- 
markable 
t(h called 
beHdlcn. 
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of my molt intimate acquaintance. We 
made the belt of our way, north- 
well and by north, till night came up- 
on us, at which time we Iteered more 
to the northward, and varied our courfe 
for north-north-welt. In our paflage, 
we met nine or ten fail j fome fleer- 
ing eaftward, and others bound for Hol- 
land. At midnight we were becalm- 
ed, and fo continued till the next morn- 
ing. At nqon we had a fmall breeze 
at weft- fouth- welt. On the fourth of* 
Auguft, about break of day, we had 
a brilk gale, and fleered our courfe north 
and by weft. The weather was very 
precarious, and we were within light 
of feveral veflels, which were bound for 
quite different ports. The wind veered to 
the north and north-weft on the fifth, 
upon which day yre met with feveral 
fliips, fome whereof were filhermen from 
Greenland, who very, frankly commu- 
nicated to us their various fuccels. The 
next day, we met with fome others 
of the fame occupation. On the eighth, 
the wind tacked about to the weft j 
and as the weather was very fine, we 
difplayed all the canvas we had for 
fome time. The wind, however, foon 
after Ihifting about to the fouth and 
fouth-eaft, we bore away to the north- 
eaft, and before night, reached the illands 

• \fefiich lie at a very fmall diftance from 
flfNorway, without being confcious where 

we were, as the weather was dark and 
hazy. On the 9th, we got into 6 1 de- 
grees of north latitude, the weather ftill 
continuing rainy. Whilft we were rov- 
ing about this fea, we efpied a large filh, 
with a lharp-pointed head, which the 
failors commonly call a Hillen. Soon af- 
ter, feveral others appeared in view, cal- 
led Potlkoppen j the heads of thefe were 
very large. A whole llioal of them palled 
by the lliip’s fide ; fome of them ten 
times bigger than a Porpoifc ; and not- 
withftanding they were as long as our 
boat, yet they were broader, in propor- 
tion than they were long. Thefe are no 
where to be met with but in the northern 

• feas. After a great variation of wind 
and weather, the Iky proved clear and 
ferene. 

On the 1 6th day, about feven in the 



t. 

Mountains 

co*A 
< t Norway, 




morning, we made land 
we difeovered the rocks <jc mountilfts, that 
lie neareft the north^j,^oaft, 
guilhed, in our charts, by the name'iojfr 
the Loeffoert rocks, wt||§jj| are, of a < on- 
fiderable height, and IMH^ fome diftance 
from one another, as reader will 
plainly perceive by con fu l tinplate I, 

As foon as we had got within due com* 
pafs, I drew a Iketch of the other part 
of the illand, with the points which 
project, where I oblerved feveral othdt _ 
rocks that were much froaljcr, which, at 
the diftance of about two of threa ldag Ojl, s^phwO. 
feemed to be joined to.ihe-Hianda 
mentioned. V 

We proceeded after this, with all the 
tranquillity imaginable, {(^company with 
divers other veflels which we met with. 

#> - i‘ 

by mere accident j and every nosers nd 
then we could plainly perettvcfllfr^ jitlf 
as long as our ftiip, and prOportk>l»bly 
broad, with heads of a monftroui iize. 

There are fome of them (as We#S l»Jn- 
formed by perfons that had feen .metn 
dead) that appear fpiral, like a flair 
Here likewife we faw a large .flight ,of . 
birds, not much unlik# ottr^ifcicjis, 
divers, but fomewhat fm*H*r. Their 
were very lharp ; and, .ifho* black 4! 
were white below. All this 
the next day, the weather was 
companied with fmall rain, 
in the morning, we fell in 
that fet fail from Hamboigh on the 3QtJi 
of July, and was bound for Archangel. 

As the fog ftill continued, tho* we were 
near land, we couldqiot difeern it ; but wq 
perceived it plain enough as foon J 
the fky cleared up. 

As we purfued our 
foon into the latitude 
minutes north, not far 
Loppe, and a high, n 
which lay on the fouth-eaft of us. There 
wc met with a French ftiip, the captain 
whereof came on board us j and as he 
could talk no other language thanlk&hwr , 
and nobody, except my feUF, coutfpUn- 
derftand what he faid, I a<fted the pMtof 
his interpreter. He acquainted u%' 
he came from Bayonne, afld.l^%ee_- 
about five months; that^jpe hadr taken 
Greenland voyage, and W*s on bis return T 

home; : 
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1 70 1 home; that he had beet} very fuccefsful, 
had nine whales on board, and had taken 
the laft, not above four or five leagues 
difiance from the place where we then 
were ; and that he was not without hopes of 
adding one or two more to his ftock in 
hand, before he quitted that coaft ; and 
thereupon defired, to know whether we 
had feen any of them pafs by us. 

Our mafter having received him in the 
moft courteous manner, he allured us, 
that the teeth of one of his whales in par- 
ticular were no lefs than' five inches long ; 
that tfie blub ber extracted from him filled 
>Wffy - two calks ; and that the fait, which 
he had drained from behind his neck, 
had filled feven and an half more. And 
on our feeming furprifcd at his account, 
he added, that this was not the only time 
of his meeting with fuch good fuccefs ; 
that the faid fait would be refined on his 
arrival at Bayonne, in order to be ex- 
ported to foreign parts; that amongft its 
feveral other good qualities, it was an ex- 
ceeding fine lotion, or wafh for the la- 
dies; that it cleared their complexions, 
and gave them a youthful bloom ; that it 
was a fpecific remedy befides in divers 
diforders, and, in fhort, was a very va- 
luable commodity. — He attempted, in 
the profecution of his difcourfe, to con- 
vince us, if he could, that the ^Bafques 
were the firft who ventured to take a 
voyage to Greenland. — — — Here we met 
with feveral other large veflels, and pur- 
fued our voyage in the evening, notwith- 
fianding there was no dependance on the 
weather. 

On the twentieth, about eight in the 
‘ Augu ‘ morning, we got within fix or feven 

Me of leagues of the ifland of Loppc, which lay 

' cppe ' fouth eaft of us ; but as the weather ftill 

continu’d dark and hazy, we could not 
difcern it. On the twenty-fourth the 
AuKu:> 1+ ' fog was fo thick, that we could fcarce di- 
ftinguifh one objedl from another the 
length of the fhip. On the twenty- fifth, 
A “‘ Uft we were got in the latitude of feventy- 
two degrees, twenty-four minutes. In 
the evening we were becalmed, and it was 
a prodigious fog all night, during which, 
Af , Icfmi ,_ one of our fhip’s crew took a large falcon, 
i.tn. had lettled on one of our top fails ; 


but it proved fo very fullen, that it would 1701 
not be tempted to touch any thing, tho 
offer’d divers kinds of provifions. As the 
fog and the rain ftill continued, we did 
not make land till the twenty eighth, 
when we had reached the northward of Au * uft ** 
Lambafku, the fky cleared up, and we 
had then a very favourable wind at fouth 
fouth-weft, which proved highly agree- 
able to us at this juncture ; and the more 
fo, becaufe, had the fog continued, we 
could have made no ufe of it for fear of 
running aground. 

The land, which at that time we had 
on our ftar-board fide, was the Ruffian 
Lapland, commonly called the Terra Fir- 
ma, or continent of Lapland (a). It con- 
fifts of a chain of mountains that are but 


Coart of 
Lapland, 


(it) See the 
end of this 


low, nay, very little higher than the fea- ” wr * 
fhore, but at a fmall diftance from it, where 
the foil is of a dark-brown colour, and ve- 
ry barren. In divers parts of thefe hills, 
one might perceive feveral heaps of fnow, 
which gather in caverns, where they ne- 
ver melt all the year round. 

On the 29th, we happened to be be- Auguftl9< 
calmed, and in order to prevent our driv- 
ing, we threw out an anchor. Soon after, 
however, a breeze fpringing up, we 
weighed again, and fteered our courfe 
fouth-eaft, and coming in with the land 
we had feveral fail of fhips in view* 

On the 30th we made our entrance into ^ 
the (b) white fea, the waters whereof* > 8 
are much clearer than thofe of the o- 
cean, which upon an approach to the 
Ruffian coaft are of a grcenifh hue, and 
a ruflet colour, on account of the ri- 
vers that difembogue themfelves therein. 

Having pafled by the mountainous 
coaft, we came to another about a league 
off, which was more upon the level, and 
covered, for the moft part, with a pro- 
fufion of copfe-wood. On Auguft the Auguft J0 
30th, about eight o’clock, we arrived 
near the ifland of Crofles, which is ve- Th«aund 
ry rocky, and lies but a fmall diftance ofCro<re *' 
from the main land. This ifland abounds 
with crofles, which arc more and more 
confpicuous, the nearer one approaches 
it. As foon as we had failed clear of this 
coaft, we could plainly difcern the land 
of (c) Rufiia ; whereupon we fteered 

fouth 
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iyoi fouth-weft and by fouth, leaving Cape 
Gris on the eaftward of us, which projects 
a great way into the fea. Before fun-fer, 
we faw fcventeen vcflels riding at anchor 
upon the coaft, • to which number we 
added eleven } together with two from 
England, and came to an anchor, in three 
fathom water, before the river of Arch- 
angel, and about ten leagues from the 
town. On the 31ft, in the morning, we 
found our ^number encreafed to twenty 
one. There were likewife eleven Dutch, 
eight Englilh, and two Hamburghers, 
including thofe that left the Texel be- 
fore us into that number. 

As the weather was perfectly fine, we 
waited only for proper pilots, to bring us 
into the river j but as they proved very di- 
latory, one of the Hamburghers being too 
refolute and prefumptuous,was determined 
to rely on his own conduct ; but to his 
great detriment j for he ran with violence 
on the (bore, upon the larboard fide of the 
river. We were notany waysfurprized at his 
difafter, having been informed before, that 
the Mufcovites had taken up all the fea- 
marks, being apprehenfive of a Swcdifh in- 
vafion ; as they had appeared, fome weeks 
before this accident, at the mouth of the 
river, and had ftruck all who lived in the 
parts adjacent, with a more than com- 
mon panick. Six of the Englifh like- 
. ' ‘wife, growing impatient at the 'unmer- 
ciful delay of the pilots, weighed anchor 
towards the morning ; but as two of them 
unhappily ran aground, the other four de- 
fifted from the too dangerous attempt. 
The pilots, however, coming to their 
afliftance that afternoon, they failed up 
the river, accompanied by a fmall veflel 
of our country, who, by the favour of 
fortune and fine weather, call anchor 
Without the lead damage, before a large 
fpot of meadow-grounds, abounding with 

^grounds. p ma jj trccs> w hich extend themfelves on 
both fidcs towards the river, forming a 
kind of crefcent, or half moon, as ap- 
pears by plate III. 

Septem. 2. On the fecond of September, all of 
us had pilots, one Englifh (hip only ex- 
cepted, and about eleven o’clock that morn- 
ing, we wereall under fail, (leering ourcom fe 
toward the eaft. Wc went over feveral 
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flats, where we had not above fifteen or 1701 
fixteen foot wat*r, and caft anchor about 
three o’clock near thofe meadow-grounds, 
being about fix leagues diftant from Arch-* 
angel, the hay being at that time juft 
cocked upon the ground. The Englifh 
and the reft continued there fome time, as 
well as we j for no veflel wsls permitted to 
lie nearer the town, at which place every 
captain was obliged to make his perfonal 
appearance. 

I embarked, therefore, with the reft 
about five o’clock, propofing to take the 
(horteft way between the iflands j but we 
found, to our no fmall mortifirpt fo n that 
wc had loft our way. We began^in^ 
ftiort, to defpair of getting again within 
our knowledge ; but meeting, very pro- 
videntially, with a fmall veflel under the 
care of a Mufcovite, we begged the fa- 
vour of him to take us likewife under his 
guidance and direction, as the night was 
coming upon us apace, and as the weather 
wSs very dark and gloomy > for notwith- 
standing there were four captains in com- »’ 
pany, J am fully perfuaded we had 
fleered the compafs three times round at 
leaft. 

At laft, however, we difcovered the 
beacon of one of the iflands, near which 
we perceived foon after, a Ruffian bark 
riding at anchor. It was now, not only 
midnight, but it rained extremely hard, 
and was very dark, for which reafon, we 
determined to tarry here till we had light 
fufficient to direft us to the fhore ; bc- 
fldes, the water was too (hallow for us 
to make the attempt, had we been lb in- 
clined } for we w^uld have landed, had 
not that been the real cafe, and made a 
.fine in the woods. Soon after day-break, 
we proceeded on our paflage, and reached 
the New Dwinko (which lies at about k>wUw^ 
three leagues diftance from the city) by k0, 
fix or feven 0 clock. Here we continued 
for fomejime ; for we were not allowed 
to advance any farther, till we had a free 
permifiion from the commanding officer 
there. As there were but a very few 
houfes in the place, the inhabitants 
were all very bufy in ere&ing forts, 
in order to defend themfelves, in cafe of 
any fudden infulc from their enemies. 

C They 
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1701 They were, moreover, preparing three 
C ’V~’ Brandcrs there, and a chrin, near an hun- 
dred fathom in length, and as thick as 
one’s arm, to prevent the Swedes from 
making their unwelcome approaches ; for 
they had been every day under the appre- 
henfions of a vifit, ever finoe their laft 
expedition. During my ftay there, I had 
a favourable opportunity of making a 
draught of the place, the houfes whereof, 
riatc iv. as will plainly appear by the plate hereto 
annexed, lie at lome fmall diftance from 
the river. The commanding officer made 
his appearance, however, 'at laft ; and, after 
entertaining us with a dram or two of 
J>Htficiy, gave Os free leave to proceed on our 
voyage. We embraced the opportunity, 
and, after the ufual compliments, took 
ARh’ngti. our leave, and arriv’d fafe at about 
nine that morning at Archangel (d). 

As foon as I landed, I paid a vifit to 
an old friend and countryman of mine, 
one Adolphus Bowhuifen, in order to 
take up my lodging there, who, amon^ft 
other converfation, informed me, that not 
long before, the Swedes had made their 
appearance amongft them with three men 
of war, one fly boat, two galliots, and a 
fnow, with a refolution to demolifh a 
village about ten leagues off, called Moet- 
jega ; and that they had moil afluredly 
3 . earned their defign into aClual execution, 
had not one Koereptien, who was a Mus- 
covite, and was employed by them as 
.their pilot, diverted them from their pur- 
pofe, by reprefenting to them, that in 
cafe they took thofe meafurcs, all their 
defigns on Archangel would be rendered 
fruitlefs and ineffectual. Upon this pre- 
caution of his, they came before the 
01011th of the river, with Englifh colours, 
with their galliots and their fnow ; but 
before they entered, they had fecured 
another Mufcovhe to aCt as their inter- 
preter. 

• Upon the fifteenth of June, in 

JlWC Jr. r . . , ' 1 

the evening, they got the length Of the 
New Dwinko; but were received, con- 
trary to their expectations, with feveral 
warm difeharges from the cannon of the 
place. Surprized at this reception, they 
were obliged to quit, not only the fnow, 
but one of their galliots like wife, and to 


make thebeft of their way in their long- 1701 
boats to their other galliot, which had 
run aground, but was then, however, 
a-float j upon this, they returned to their 
men of war that lay at the mouth of the 
river, leaving New Dwinko, in tbo dead 
of the night, and at a time of the year 
when the fun very feldom, if ever, to- 
tally disappears from above the horizon. 

This difappointment having exafperated 
them to the laft degree, they vented their 
rage and re&ntment on the light-houfe, 
by fetting it on fire, and by demolishing 
two little villages, one called Koeja, and 
the other Pellietfe. The former, indeed, 
is not above feven hours diftance from the 
city, on tlie fame fide but the latter lies 
farther a great way, and on the other fide 
of the White Sea where, after a Ihort 
cruize for fome days, they fteered their 
courfe homewards. The Mufcovites, be- 
ing over-joyed at the departure of fuch 
troublefome vifiters, fell to drinking what 
wine the Swedes had left them againft 
their inclinations ; which, as there was 
plenty, they made too free with ; and 
growing remifs, in the height of their 
merriment and their falvos for their good 
fuccefs, they fet fire to a barrel of gun- .... 
powder, which blew up the belt part of tunc by 
the veflel. By this unforefeen misfortune, 8unpowdw, 
four men were killed on the Ipot, and 
twenty, or more, were wounded. The 
Swedes, however, loft but one man, a& 

’twas thought, by this unhappy accident, 
whofe body falling into the water, the 
Mufcovites took it up, and dilpofed of it 
in a decent manner. 

On die fourth, feveral of our veflels 
caft anchor before the town, but not till S * ptew ' 4 * 
they had firft been duly fearch’d for con- 
traband goods. 

The Englilh veflel, that ftill lay at the 
mouth of the river for want of a pilot, 
would fain now have come up, but, upoa 
making the too bold attempt, very unfor- 
tunately ran a-ground. The next day, to 
add to her misfortune, the wind blew fo 
violently hard, and the waves ran fo high, nom!** 
that there was no poflihility of getting on 
board to lave any of her cargo ; and as 
the wind ftill encreafed, inftead of abat- 
ing, flie opened all on a fudden to that 

degree. 
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1701 degree, that in twehty minutes time (be 
had no left than feven foot water in her 
hold. By the help of a few ropes, and 
a fmall veflel, the hands on board made 
Ihift, indeed, to fave themfelves and their 
doaths ; but that was ail they could do ; 
for the cargo, which principally con filled 
of a large quantity of tobacco, was all 
abfolutely loft. It was great pity j for 
fhe was one of the fineft veflels that had 
ever been feen in thofe parts. She car- 
ried no left than three hundred lafis, and 

Kptem. 6. t jj 0 > they mounted, indeed, but eighteen 
guns, and had no more than thirty hands 
on board, (he was bored for forty guns. 
In a fhort time, fhe Tank fo deep, that 
the fea wafhed quite over her. She was 

Occajional Remarks on 

(a) Lapland, the moft northerly part of 
Europe, is furrounded by the frozen Ocean on 
the north eaft and weft, and lies between ten 
and thirty- five degrees of eaft longitude, and 
between fixty-fivc and feventy two degrees of 
north latitude. The north eaft part thereof is 
fubjeft to Ruftia, and called Ruffian Lapland •, 
the north-weft part of it is fubjeft to Den- 
mark, and called Norwegian Lapland ; and 
that part of Lapland which lies fouth of thefc 
is called Swedjlh Lapland. But the exatft li- 
mits of thefc divifions is not known, the peo- 
ple generally leading a wandering life, and 
having very few towns, but live in huts, un- 
der the fnow, two thirds of the year. Here 
are very few animals or vegetables. The 
Rein-Deer is the moft ufeful animal they have, 
which draws their fledges over the fnow with 
furprifing fwiftnefs ; his fkin alfo ferves them 
for cloathing, and his flelh for food. They 
hunt foxes, martens, ermins, and other ani- 
mals, proper to their climate, who fe furs they 
fell to their fouthern neighbours. In Swedifh 
I^apland, about Tome and the Bothnic Gulph, 
th$y have mines of copper and iron which the 
Swedes work, and boaft they have made 
Chriftians of many of their Lapland fubjedts ; 
but *tia certain they have not improved their 
morals } for, when you have furnilhed them 
with any heady, ftrong liquors, they are fel* 
dom fober as long as they lafl. 

(b) White-Sea is a bay of the Frozen 
Ocean, in the north of Mufcovy, fituatc be- 
tween Ruffian Lapland and Samoicda, at the 
bottom of which bay ftands the city of Arch* 
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called the Rjfblution, and one captain 1701 
Brains was her commander. The Ham- 
burgher, of which we took notice fome 
time before, and hinted her running a- 
ground on the laft day of Auguft, had 
inevitably met with the like misfortune, 
had not her crew happily embraced the 
opportunity of the fair weather, to un- 
lade her, and fet her a- float again ; for 
the place where this laft ran a- ground 
was, in fadt, a much more dangerous one, 
than that where the Englifh fliip was 
loft. To conclude, by the favour of the 
tide, notwithftanding all the dangers to 
which we had been expofeo, ”we "arrived 
at laft, ia ftfety, at our wilhed for 
Port. 

the preceding Chapter . 

angel. This >as the only fea the Ruffians 
had any communication with, till their con- 
queft of Livonia. 

(c) Ruftia, or Mufcovy, comprehends great 
part of the continent of Europe and Alia, ex- 
tending from twenty-four to one hundred and 
thirty degrees ofeaftern longitude, and between 
forty five and feventy-two degrees of northern 
latitude, bounded by the Frozen Ocean on the 
north ; by the Pacific Ocean and China on 
the eaft ; by Chinefian Tartary, the Mogul’s, 

Ulbeck, and Orcadian Tartars on the fouth , 
and by Poland, the Baltic Sea, Swedifh Fin- 
land and Lapland, and Norwegian Lapland 
on the weft , extending three thoufand miles 
and upwards in length from call to weft - t and 
one thoufand five hundred miles in breadth 
from north to fouth $ but two thirds of it are 
not cultivated, and fc*rce inhabited , and the 
extreme north is not habitable, and produces 
fcarce any vegetables ; but the middle and 
fouthern provinces are, many of them, as 
fruitful as any in Europe or Afia, producing 
all manner of corn and fruits which do not re- 
quire a very warm fun , filk and wine, and 
the trodc^l fruits they are pretty much ftran- 
gers to) i he Ruffians do not as yet trade 
much on their own bottoms , their naval ftores, 
linnen, leather, furs, iron, and other produce 
of their country are exported in foreign ftiip* 
ping, and the fame ftiipping carries them the 
produce of the fouthern countries of Europe. 

The government, however, have, of late 
years, built a great many Ihips of war, and 
they are equal, if not fuperior at fea, either to 
1 the 
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the Swedes or Danes. Their land-forces, 
which were in very little efteem before the 
year 1700, are fo improved in military dif- 
cipline, fince their wars with Sweden, that 
they are now fuperior to any of their neigh- 
bours, except the Turks and they would be 
a match for them, if the country was improved, 
and the revenues of the crown anfwerable to 
thofe of the Grand Signior ; but here they fall 
miferably fhort. I queftion whether the ordi- 
nary revenues of Rufiia amount to 3000000I. 
fterling, per annum ; and tho’ the government 
is arbitrary, and might impofe what it fees fit, 
yet, if it ihould advance them much higher, 
it might ruin many of its fubje&s. As the 
SovereigD_ia - not here bound by any written 
Jaws, the puntfiTments inflifted on criminals 
are very fpeedy, and fometimes barbarous ; 
nor has the prifoner always the privilege of a 
fair trial ; when they want witnefTes, rack and 
tortures arc made ufe of to extort conftflions; 
and the loweft punifliment, the knout, is very 


terrible, where men of figure are liable to 
be whipped with an inftrument that tears the 
flefh off their bones, or cudgelled till they are 
perfectly unable to (land. The Ruffians are 
Chriffians, moft of them, of the Greek church, 
and differ both from papifts and proteftants in 
many inftanccs; they are more rigerous in 
their faffs than either, thofe being enjoined 
them near two thirds of the year. 

(d) Archangel, eaft longitude 40. 12. lati- 
tude 64. 30. a port town of the province of 
Dwina in Ruflia, fituate on the river Dwina, 
four miles from the White Sea, abd four hun- 
dred miles north-eaft of Peterfburgh, the only 
port town of Ruffia for many years, and, firft 
reforted to by the Englilh in the year 1553. 
If ftill continues a town of good trade, and 
here the Ruffuns build fome of their men of 
war. 
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CHAP. II. 

A Defcriptmi of the Samoeds ; as alj'o , of their Manners , Habitations, 

and ufual IF ay of Living. 


O N the eleventh inftant, I went with 
my friend up the river, to fee a 
country houfe of his, which he kept a- 
bout two or three leagues diftant from 
the city. In our paffage, we landed at 
a wood, where we faw fcveral of the 
people called Samoeds (a), which, in 
the Ruffian language, fignifies Man- 
eaters, or fuch as fubfift on devouring 
their fellow-creatures. There are very 
few of them but what are perfedtly wild, 
and extend themfelves all along the fea- 
coaft as far as (b) Siberia. Thofe we had 
a fight of amounted to about fourteen or 
fifteen, men and women included, who 
had their refidence in five fevejgh tents ; 
which were guarded by feven or eight 
dogs, like our maftiffs, tied faff to as 
many ftakes, or polls, drove deep in the 
ground, which made a hideous barking 
as we approached them. When we came 
up to them, we found them all in gene- 
ral very bufy in making of oars, and 
bowls for throwing water out of boats j 


as alfo, little chains, and other trifles of 
the like nature, which they fell in the 
ftreets of the city, and amongft the Jai- 
lors. They have free permiffion to fur- 
nilh themfelves with what wood they 
think proper for their occafions out of the 
foreffs. Both the men and women are 
very low of ftature ; and the latter are 
peculiarly remarkable for their little feet. 
As to their complexion, ’tis of a very fallow 
hue j and as moft of them have long eyes 
and bloated cheeks, they are no very a- 
greeable objects. They have a language, 
indeed, but ’tis peculiar to themfelves ; 
they have a fmattering knowledge, more- 
over, of the Ruffian tongue. As to their 
drefs} they are all in general clad in 
fkins of the Rein-Deer: To which they 
have the addition of an upper garment, 
which hang down from their necks to 
their knees ; the hair of thefe mantles (if 
we may call them fo) being always turned 
outertnoft, and thofe worn by the women 
are of divers colours. Some of that fex, 

who 
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1701 whb have a little better tafte for drefs than 
w v' J their neighbours, add flips of fcarlet, or 
purple cloth, by way of improvement. 
The mens hair, which is as black as jet, 
hangs about their ears, in a loofe, diforder- 
ly manner, like that of real favages ; which, 
when it begins to grow too long and trou- 
blefome, they cut off by handfuls at once, 
without the leaft regard to art or contri- 
vance. One part of the womens hair, 
indeed, is tied up, and embelliflied here and 
there with round pieces of copper, fattened 
on by fillets of fcarlet cloth, in order to 
give them a better air and grace. On their 
heads, they generally wear fur-caps ; the 
outfide whereof are for the mod part 
black; tho’ all of them are white within. 
Such of the women as are incurious, and 
wear their hair loofe and diflievelcd, are 
fcarcely to be diftinguifhed from the men, 
who are for the moft part beardlefs, or 
at moft have only feme few hairs upon 
their upper lips, which proceeds, as it is 
highly probable, from their ftrange kind 
of diet. Some of them wear, moreover, 
waiftcoats and breeches made of the fame 
(kins, with white boots ; and the only dif- 
ference in the laft particular between 
the men and the women is this, that 
the latter add flips, or lifts of black upon 
theirs. The thread which they gene- 
rally ufe is made of the finews of the 
beads they kill. When they are inclined 
to be a little more cleanly than ordinary, 
that is to fay, when they happen to fweat, 
or are at their meals, thev make ufe of 
very fine rafpings, or birch faw-duft, with 
which they are all plentifully provided, 
inftead of handkerchiefs or towels. Their 
tents are made of the bark of trees, which 
are fewn together in long flips, and hang 
down to the ground, in order to defend 
them from the inclemency of the weather ; 
they have an opening, however, above, 
to prevent them from being finothered 
with fmoke; the tops, therefore, mu ft, 
by confequence, be perfe&ly black ; tho’, 
in all the other parts, they are of a yel- 
low, or reddifti hue; as they are fup- 
ported by poles, the tops whereof ap- 
pear feme feet above the reft of the tent. 
The door- ways to thefe their little huts are 
for the moft part about four feet in height, 


and are covered with a large piece of the 1 70 1 
fame bark, which is made to fall up and 
down at pleafure, and their fire-place 
ftands in the center. 

As to their diet, they feed for the ge- 
nerality on the carcafes of oxen, fheep, 
horfes, or any other carrion they meet 
with in their way ; or what is given them 
by ftrangers. Sometimes they make a 
hearty meal (as they are not over dainty) 
of the guts and garbage of the creatures 
above mentioned, which they boil, in- 
deed, firft ; and when ready, fall to, with- 
'Out either bread or fait. 

During the ftiort time I was amongft 
them, I perceived a large kettle upon the 
fire, plentifully flocked with thefe de- 
licious viands; which their cooks took 
no manner of pains with ; tho’ no pots 
in .the world fare ever wanted Humming 
more. In one part of the tent there was 
heaped up a profufion of raw horfe-flefh, 
which the reader may eafily imagine was 
a moft fhocking fight. After taking a 
full furvey of the tent within, I took a 
draught of it with my pencil, as appears 
by plate V I. v* PI * M 

Whiift I was about my little fketch, s ep t. 1 
they hovered round about me, and looked 
upon me with more than common atten- 
tion ; from whence I perceived, that 
they were fo far from being ignorant of 
my defign, that they teftified feme very 
vifible marks of their approbation. In 
this here reprefented, there lay an in- 
fant, about two months old, in a kind of 
cradle, or rather tray, made of a yellow 
coloured wood ; in feme meafure refem- 
bling the top of a trunk. This cradle 
had at the head of it, a half hoop, and 
was hung up, hammock-like, with two 
ropes, upon a pole. It was covered over, 
in the form of a tent, with a grey cloth, 
but open both above and on one fide, 
in order to take the child out or in, as oc- 
cafion thould require. The infant was 
in fwadling- cloths of the fame colour, 
and bound about the breaft, middle and 
feet with cords; its head, however, and 
part of its neck, was bare. Tho’ the 
people themfelvcs, it is true, make but a 
(hocking figure, the poor, helplcfs babe 

ap- 
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appeared agreeable enough, and was tole- 
rably white. * 

Not having time fufficient to make an 
end of my draught j as fome of the women 
and children were abfent and in the woods, 
I determined to leave it unfinished till my 
friend and I came back ; fo that we pro- 
ceeded direttly on our way, and was not 
long before our arrival at his rural habita- 
tion. 

Whilft we were here, one of his fer- 
vants brought us divers forts of turnips, 
of various colours, and more beautiful 
than any I had ever feen before. Some 
were of a purple hue ; like one of our 
plumbs j others grey and white } others 
again of a yellowifh caft, ftreaked with 
a red, as fine as our fineft lake, or ver- 
milion, and more agreeable to the eye 
than the carnation itfelf. Some of thefe 
I drew upon papers in water-colours, and 
fent them away to Holland, in a box of 
dry fand, to a virtuofo of my acquaintance, 
who was a great admirer of all curiofities, 
in their kind. Thofe which I had paint- 
ed on canvas, I brought with me to 
Archangel, where, when I produced 
them in company, fcarce any one of the 
ipedtators could be prevailed on to believe 
that I had copied them from nature ; till 
at laft, for their conviction, I produced 
the originals themfelves. This I think 
is a plain demonftration, that the inhabi- 
tants of that place, pay but very little re- 
gard to fuch beauties of nature. In num- 
ber V. you have a perfect reprefentation 
of them. 

On the thirteenth I returned to the 
Samoeds, and took a draught of the in- 
fide of one of their tents, which I laid 
open on both fides, in order to be the 
more exaCt. 

I had my friend with me, and three 
female Samoeds Handing by, one of 
whom held the cradle before mertfiqned, 
in the manner I defired her, in her huf- 
band’s prefence, as the plate exprefles it in 
number VI. 

Thefe tents, for the generality, are full 
of the fkins of the rein-deer, which they 
make ufe of, not only to fet on, but to 
reft upon a-nights j fo that this, together 
with the manner of their cookery, which 


is feldom any thing better than carrion, 
creates fuch a flench as is intolerable to 
thofe who are not accuflomed to it. 

My friend, who fat on one fide of me 
whilft I was taking a draught of the cra- 
dle, was fo far influenced by the noifome 
fmell, that he bled at the nofe, and was 
forced to get into the air, notwithftan- 
ding we were plentifully provided both 
with brandy and tobacco. Nor is this 
incident in the leaft to be wondered at ; 
fince the people themfelves, through 
their naftinefs, fmell very ftrong and oflfen- 
five. 

As foon as ever I could, with any con- 
veniency, I got out of my filthy fituation, 
and prevailed on them to come to my 
lodgings at Archangel, and bring with 
them one of their handfomeft women, 
dreft as fine as they could make her in 
their way, in order that I might draw her 
picture. They not only affured me that 
they would comply with my requefl, but 
fulfilled their promife. I drew her ac- 
cordingly, as flie appears in plate VII. 

They drefs (as I obferved before) in the 
fkins of rein-deers, decorated with fireaks 
of white, grey, and black. The woman 
they brought with them, was dreft up 
like a bride, and as fine as their faffiion 
would admit of, and, indeed, fhe appeared 
perfectly neat, as the failors fay, from 
head to ftern. She kept her eyes fteadily 
fixed on mine, and feemed fo highly de- 
lighted with what I was about, that one 
of her companions grew jealous of her, 
and feemed affronted becaufe I refufed 
to draw her picture likewife. The trou- 
ble that attended the taking a draught of 
the firft was fufficient to determine me 
not to oblige the fecond j efpecially as my 
curiofity induced me to draw the picture 
of the man that accompanied them, and 
who was the hufband of the former. 
For which reafon, I defired him, the firft 
time he came my way, to drefs himfelf in 
his winter- habit, which he accordingly 
did in a day or two after. His up- 
per garment was one entire fkin, whereto 
the cap which he then had on his head 
was fattened. He put it on and off, as 
we do our Hurts ; fo that nothing but’his 
face appeared } the gloves likewife which 
1 he 
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he put on were made of the fame (kin 
as his coat } and to confels the truth, had 
it not been for the features of his face, 
which were well-favoured enough, he 
had looked more like a bear than any 
human creature. As to his boots, they 
were faftened below his knees. As this 
drefs of his, however, was fo hot j and 
as I had a large fire likewife in my (love, 
the poor man was under an abfolutc ne- 
ceflity of pulling it off feveral times dur- 
ing his flay with me ; and of taking a 
turn every now and then Into the air to 
recover his loft fpirits. 

I have reprefented him, you will fee in 
plate VIII, with a long gut in his hand, 
as an indication Of the coarfe diet which 
he and his countrymen are forced to feed 
on. On one fide of him, you fee feveral 
other guts, and the head of a hdrfe lealped. 
And the motive that induced me to add 
thofe decorations, was, his having had a 
horfe given him, that very day, as it was 
juft expiring, which, with inexpreflible 
joy, he caufed to be conveyed into the 
woods, where he killed him, and flead 
him ; and tho’ afterwards he fent the 
head to me, that I might copy after the 
original, he was loth to make me a pre- 
fent of it ; for fuch a head, when dreft, 
is looked upon by them, as great a dainty, 
as a calf’s head is to a poor Dutchman. 
Tho’ this horfe, at the time of his de- 
ceafe, was little lefs than thirty years of 
age ; yet he was pretty fat, and in good 
cafe ; and the man talked of his prefent 
with as much pleafure, as a Dutch peafant 
would of a fat ox. At the fame time, I 
painted one of his Rein-Deer, and at his 
feet I delineated his bow and arrows, with 
the points out of the quiver, as ’tis cufto- 
mary with them when they go a hunt- 
ing* This quiver they wear buckled upon 
their back, with a kind of ftrap or garter, 
which comes over their left (boulder. 
On one fide of him, you fee, I have drawn 
a bundle of white mofs, as a reprefenta- 
tion of the favourite food of the Rein- 
Deer, of which I (hall take more parti- 
cular notice in another place. As to the 
Deer’s head, I muft confefs, I have made 
it fomewhat larger than the life } but then 
'twas with this view, that my readers 


might have a ,more adequate idea of 
all the parts and features that belong 
to it. 

As my lodgings Were on a ground- 
floor, I ordered the Samoed to come to 
me in his fledge, drawn by one of hh 
Rein-Deer ; which accordingly he did, 
and I delineated him in that point of light, 
on purpofe to give my readers an adequate 
idea of the manner in which thofe crea- 
tures are harnefled. 

As to their fledges, they are for the 
generality about eight feet in length, and 
three feet four inches or thereabouts in 
breadth, and rife up in the front much 
after the form of a Dutchman’s (kates. 
lie that drives fits with his legs a-crofs; 
there is a fmall board, which is rounded 
at top ; and another behind him, but 
fomewhat higher than the other. He haa 
a long rod in his hand, with a knob at 
the^end of it, which ferves him inftead of 
a whip, in order to quicken the pace of 
his Rein-Deer, when his affairs require 
more expedition than ordinary. There 
are two round pieces which turn like a 
fwivel, at the end of the fledge ; and the 
harnefs is palled over them j from thence 
it runs between the creature’s legs, and 
from thence to his neck, where ’tis made 
fall to a collar. The driver holds the 
reins, which are tied to a ftrap that goes 
about the head of the Deer, in his right 
hand. However, as I was (omewhat 
more curious than ordinary, in regard to 
the nature of thele harnefies, and very 
defirous to make fome farther remarks on 
the motion of thefe creatures, I prevailed 
on this Samoed to get ready two fledges 
with a pair of Rein-Deer to each of them j 
which he did, and we croflcd the river 
with them feveral times upon the ice. 
Nay, my curiofity carried me ftill farther, 
and I every now and then ftept out of the 
fledge, in order to make my proper ob- 
servations, and to be as accurate and exadl 
in my draught of that machine as poflibly 
I could. Upon a due examination, I 
could very plainly difeern, that the fledge, 
which the Samoed had drove into my 
room, was not fitted with judgment. The 
reader in Number IX. will fee a compleat 
reprefentation of it. 
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1701 I oblcrvcd, whilft we were upon the 
" VCr> l ^ at ever y horfc ftartled, and flew 
fi "m^the'' whh fear, both from the Reiu-Deer and 
Knn Deer. j,j s tjriycr, and from every other Rein- 

Deer that approached them, whether har- 
nefled in fledges or not. Nay, the horfes 
in the city will avoid them, if poffible ; 
which is a plain indication, that thofe 
creatures, as well as thofe Samoeds, are 
the objects of their terror. 

Ti.d, Thefe Rein-Deer run with an incredi- 

ble velocity ; they regard not in the lead 
whether their path be beaten or not ; they 
run, as they are dire«fted by their driver, 
with an equal pace, let the road be ever 
fo bad, with their nofes in the air, and 
their horns upon their back. They never 
fweat but when they are tired ; and then 
they loll out their tongues on one fide of 
their mouths; and when exceflively hot, 
they pant as dogs do. 

The method obferved by thofe that 

In r them catc ^ t * iem * s t ^' s * They have three <Jif- 
K ' C,n ’ ferent kinds of darts. The firft, like 
common arrows, have one point only; 
the fecond two ; and the third is fome- 
what like a wedge, and very (harp before : 
but the reader will have a more perfect 
idea of them by confulting the reprefenta- 
tion of the quiver in the plate. 


r>at rsof ii, c Thefe darts are called Streli by the 
san.oeds. g amo gj s> but by the Ruffians Sterla, 

Their bow is diflinguifhed by the name 
of Loack. When they go out a fquirrel- 
hunting, they make ufe of another fort 
of dart ; which is blunt at the end, in 
the manner of a pear, and is made either 
of wood, bone, or horn; which kills 
them, however, as furely as if they were 
(harp ; but then they no ways damage their 
lkins or furs, which, were they pierced 
thro’, would not be fo faleable, or fetch 
fb good a price. 

The hunt- When they hunt the Rein-Deer in the 
Rein-Deer. winter feafon, the method obferved is 
this. They furnifh themfelves, in the 
firft place, with a fort of fkates, made of 
wood, near eight feet in length, but not 
ThrirfloitM above half a foot in breadth, which they 
fallen to their feet with a fort of a (trap 
both before and behind. When they are 
thus commodioufly provided, they will 
Ikim over the ice and fnow with a velo- 
city almoft incredible. Thefe wooden 


ikates are. lined at the bottom with Rein- 1701 
Deer (kins, in order to prevent them from w ' v ' w 
cafually falling backwards, and to enable 
them to flop with the greater eafe, when- 
ever they aie inclined to halt, or are fa- 
tigued, as they are attending any hill. 

Thefe fportfmen carry a long flaff in their 
hands, not unlike our paring- (hovels, with 
which they throw the fnow at the. Deer, 
in order to make them fly the fader to- 
wards the place where they have planted 
proper toils to fecure them ; but this is prac- 
tifed only, when they are at too great a di- 
dance for their darts to do any material ex- 
ecution. At the head of thefe daves there 
is a fmall ring, about four or five inches 
in circumference, with cords which crofs 
each other, like chequer- work, by the 
afli dance whereof, they flop themfelves 
at pleafure ; the point whereof, which 
runs not only through this ring, but con- 
fidcrably beyond it, penetrating the fnow, 
and flopping at the ring. When they 
have hunted their prey into their toils, 
which are fpread in the manner of nets 
for their reception, they purfue them as 
fad as poflible ; and fuch as cannot hap- 
pily releafe themfelves are indantly dif- 
patched. When they have thus fecurcd 
them, they flea them, and either carry 
their (kins to market, or referve them for 
their own private ufe, as has been before 
hinted, and cut the flelh in proper pieces for 
the provifion of their families. Such like- 
wife as they preferve, and bring up tame, 
are equally advantageous to them ; for 
they difpofe of one part of them at the 
bed price they can procure, and referve 
the red for drawing their refpedlive fledges 
in the winter feafon. If a wild male 
happens to couple with a tame female, 
the foal is immediately killed ; for, in 
the compafs of three or four days time at 
farthefl, it would mod afluredly take its 
flight to the defarts. Such, however, as 
are tame, feed up and down the woods, 
amongd the huts ; will come, as it were, 
at call, and are catched with eafe. Thefe 
tame Deer feek round about for their 
fubfiflence; and a kind of white mofs, . 
which they find in plenty in the Moors, lo<>d 

is their favourite food. Nature diredls Rein Deer, 
them to find this mofs, let it lie buried / 

ever fo deep in the fnow, which they 
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gradually remove with their feet till they 
accomplifh their ends. This (as we obferv- 
ed before) is their principal food, but 
when they cannot find it, which is fome- 
times the cafe, rather than ftarve, they 
will take up with grafs and hay. As to 
their form, they very nearly refemble our 
flags, but they are infinitely flronger, and 
have much fliorter legs, as the reader may 
clearly perceive by the print. Tho’ thefe 
creatures for the generality are of a whitifh 
colour, yet there are fome few of them 
grey ; and their hoofs are of black horn. 
They change their antlets annually in the 
fpring ; at which time they are covered 
with a fort of black, foft fkin, which 
goes off, however, at the approach of 
winter. Very few of them live longer 
than eight or nine years. 

Befides this land-chace of their Rein- 
Deer ; they have another by water after 
the Seals; of which there are whole fhoals in 
the C cJWhite Sea, during the two months 
of March and April, where ’tis imagined, 
they come from (d) Nova Zembla, in order 
to propagate their fpecies. They copulate 
on the ice, where the Samoeds lie in wait 
for them, difguifed in fuch an artful man- 
ner, as renders them unfufpedted, and 
enables them, with greater eafe than o- 
therwife they could do, to furprize them. 
The method they obferve is this. They 
get upon the ice, which fometimes ex- 
tends itfelf near half a league into the fea. 
They carry a ftaff in their hands, with a 
harpoon fixed at the end of it, to which 
is faflened a line of about twelve fathom 
in length. On firft fight of their prey, 
they crawl along on their bellies, and get 
as near them as pofiible* without being 
difeerned, whilft they are bufy in the ad 
of copulation, but lie ftill, and fecmingly 
lifelefs, in cafe their approach difturbs 
them. By flow degrees, however, they 
glide forwards, till they get within their 
reach, at which time they dart their har- 
poons at them with all their flrength, and 
very feldom fail of wounding them. The 
creature, fenfible of the pain, immediate- 
ly takes to the water. The Somoed holds 
faft, and draws the line, which is either 
tied round his middle, or made faft to his 
belt, and plays with the fcal ’till he is 


quite fpent, and then is fecured in eourfe. 
Sometimes it happens, that the poor 
creature, unable to bear his agonizing 
pains, which are aggravated by the falt- 
nefs of the water, jumps out again upon 
the ice, where he is killed diredly. When 
thus taken, his flefh ferves the fportfman 
for provifion, his fltin contributes towards 
his cloathing, and the oil that proceeds 
from him is difpofed of at public fale. 
This water-chace, however, frequently 
proves fatal to the hunter ; for it lome- 
times falls out, fliat the feal, which is 
very flrong, after he feels himfclf deeply 
wounded, hurries into the water with the 
utmoft precipitation, and before the Sa- 
moed can get rid of the line, fo faflened 
as before-mentioned, round his middle or 
to his belt, is all on a fudden dragged 
down at once into the water, and inevi- 
tably loft. 

They pradife much the fame ftratagem, 
wjicn they go armed in purfuit of tho 
Rein-Deer ; for they difguife themfelve9 
in the fkin of one of thofe animals, and 
creep gently along in the midft of fuch 
as are tame, till they are within the reach 
of their dart. They take care to get on 
the leeward fide of them ; for, as the fenfa 
of fmelling in thefe creatures is peculiarly 
quick, they would otherwife be liable to 
meet with a difappointment. But by 
thefe ftratagems, for the moft part they 
gain their ends, which fometimes turn 
out to a very good account. 

This method of their hunting was com- 
municated to me, by the Samoed’s wife, 
who came to my apartment to have her 
pidure drawn. There was not one of 
their women, that, in my opinion, had 
fuch good features, or was fo affable in 
her converfation. I made it my bufinefs, 
therefore, to get into her good graces, in 
order to procure all the information I 
poffibly could. I found, however, that 
nothing was fo prevailing, or proved fo 
infallible a charm as my brandy bottle, 
with which fhe was perfectly delighted, 
and with which I was ready to oblige her. 
In this country, the women drink as hard 
as the men, and indulge themfelves with 
liquor, till they can fcarce ftand on their 
legs. And this was the true Rate of the cafe 
^ with 
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1701 with my fair favourite ; and her hufband 
difeerning it, fell a latching till his 
fides aked. After (he had rolled a little 
upon the floor, fhe got upon her legs 
again, and fell into a fit of tears, upon 
an imaginary notion, that fhe was child- 
lefs, tho’ fhe had no lefs than four at the 
fame time living. This part of the ftory 
was communicated to me by my land- 
lady. Such odd kind of fancies will 
fometimes pofiefs the brains of thofe who 
are far gone in liquor. As I was dif- 
courfing with her one day on the fub- 
je& of children, fhe acquainted me with 
• the manner of their difpofing of them 
after their deceafe, in which there is 
fomething peculiarly remarkable, and 
not unworthy I think of the attention of 
the reader. When a child at the bread, 
whom they always fuckle for a year at 
leaft, happens to die, before it has tailed of 
any kind of meat, they wrap the babe 
up in a cloth, carry it to the wood, and 
there hang it on a tree. 

The manner As their cufloms and manners are wide- 
onhesln™ ly different from thofe of all other na- 
*** tions, I made it my fludy to get all the 

information relating thereto that poffibly 
I could. As foon as a child comes into the 
world, it is named either according to 
the creature that firft enters their tent, be 
it man or beaft; or elfc after the firft 
they meet with, when they go abroad ; 
nay, fometimes they name it after the 
firft objefl they fet their eyes on, be it 
animate or inanimate, beaft, bird, river, 
or tree. Children that dye after they 
have done fucking, be they older or 
younger, are depofited in the earth be- 
tween two boards. t 

Their m»r- When they are inclined to marry, they 
ri ' 6 “’ look out for one, as others do, who ftrikes 
their eye and fancy mod, and enter into 
an agreement with her relations for the 
purchafe, in the fame manner as we do 
for an ox or a horfe. Sometimes they 
give two, three, or four rein-deers for a 
fpoufe eleeft, each of which for the gene- 
rality is worth about fifteen or twenty 
florins ; fometimes they depofit a fum of 
money of equal value, according as the par- 
ties can agree. They are confined to no 
number of wives } but may have as many 


as they can well maintain ; fome amongft 
them, however, that are more continent 
than their neighbours, fit down well fatis- 
fied, as we do, with one ~nly. If a wife 
happens to give difguft, the hufband has 
nothing more to do, but to return her to 
her relations, who are obliged to receive 
her ; but then the purchafe-money, or the 
effedts given are all funk. There are 
other Samoeds, as I have been informed, 
who are inhabitants of the fea-coafts, and 
fome who refide in Siberia, who purchafe 
their wives in the fame manner as thefe 
do, but then, in cafe of diflafte, they fell 
them for the heft price they can procure. 

When a father or mother dies, their 
bones are preferved and never interred; 
But in cafe they are very far advanced in 
years, and perfedlly helplefs, they arc 
thrown into the next river, as 1 have been 
credibly informed by thofe who have been 
eye-witnefles of the inhuman adtion, tho’ 
they do not look on it as fuch. In a 
word, after a man is once dead, they 
drefs him in the fame manner as he ufed 
to be cloathed when living, and after 
having dug a pit, deep enough for the 
reception of him, they cover him over 
with the mould ; with the additional ce- 
remony of hanging up his bow, and qui- 
ver, ax, hatchet, and all his other accou- 
trements upon fome adjacent tree. The 
women are interred in the fame manner. 

Having thus fully gratified my cu- 
riofity, in regard to their manners and 
cufloms, I was very defirous of being 
informed of the religion they profefTed, 
and the mod eflcntial articles of their 
belief. In order to anfwer this end I 
paid a vifit with my friends to a particular 
Samoed, whom I entertained with a pro- 
fufion of brandy ; for, as I obferved before, 
that was their favourite liquor ; and with- 
out fuch friendly treatment, they receive 
you but coldly, and can feldom be pre- 
vailed on to communicate their thoughts 
with any manner of freedom. At that 
very juncture, I recollected, that it is faid 
in the Sacred Scriptures, “ the Gentiles 
without the knowledge of the law, did 
neverthelcfs, by the light of nature, fulfil 
the law”; from whence I immediately in- 
ferred, that in all probability thefe poor 

iiii- 
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illiterate people might form fome idea, 

L but an imperfeft one, of the Supreme ' 
Being. Having, therefore, fir ft drank 
pretty freely, 1 began to enter into a fe- 
rious difeourfe with this Samoed on that 
important topic. The refult of his an- 
fwers was this ; that both he and mo ft of 
his fellow-natives were fully perfuaded 
there was a Heaven, and a God, that 
made it his favourite habitation ; that fuen 
Deity was by .them called Hey ha ; that they 
firmly believed, that there was no being 
whatever more powerful ; and that all things 
in nature had their entire dependence up- 
on him ; that Adam, the common parent 
of all the human fpecies, was either the 
work of God’s hands, or proceeded from 
him, but that none of his pofterity either 
went to Heaven or Hell ; that all whofe 
actions were juft and praife- worthy, would, 
after death, be planted in fome place a- 
bove Hell, and there be forever in a ftate 
of uninterrupted blifs, and entirely free 
from all manner of pain. Notwithftanding 
thefe notions, they pay the tribute of 
worfhip to their particular idols ; the fun, 
the moon, and all the other planets are 
the obje&s of their adoration ; but fome- 
times, according as their fancy or intereft 
leads them, they are fo weak as to pay 
divine homage to fome favourite birds or 
beafts. Before their idols, there is a 
kind of iron plate planted, to which they 
affix a large parcel of fticks, about the 
thicknefs of a common handle for a knife, 
of the length of two or three inches, and 
fharp-pointed at one end, by which they 
intend to perfonate a man ; and by little 
holes made in it, at a frnall diftance, they 
mean to reprefent his eyes, nofe, and 
mouth. Thefe little parcels of fticks fo 
formed are covered over with the fkin of 
a rein-deer ; to which they generally an- 
nex the tooth of a bear, a wolf, or fome 
other wild creature. 


LE BRUN. 

in their undertakes or employments j 
whether perfons /hat are fick, or within 
the verge of the grave, (hall recover or 
die. Infhort, they entertain abundance 
of other idle notions of the like nature. 
When they apply to him for his advice 
on any affair of confequence, they fend a 
meffenger for him, and at his fiift en- 
trance, they throw a rope about his neck, 
and draw it fo tight that he falls down, as 
one dead before them : after lying fpeech- 
lefs for fome frnall compafs of time, he 
begins to ftir, and by flow degrees comes 
to himfelf again.* Upon his offering to 
foretel any future event, the very blood 
ftarts out of his cheeks, and when he has 
ended his predictions, that bleeding ceafes : 
if he proceeds to make farther dilcovcries, 
his cheeks bleed afrefh ; as I have been 
very credibly informed by thofe wlio have 
been prefent at thefe folemnitics. Thefe 
priefts or magicians wear iron plates and 
rings under their veftments, which make a 
hideous noife at their firft approach ; fuch, 

1 however, as refide in thefe parts have 

^ none of them j they wear only a net made 

> of cat-gut, or fome fuch mark of diftinc- 
; tion, to which they faften the teeth of a 
great variety of creatures. In cafe one 
^ of thefe Siamans or Koedifnicks, happens 
f to dye, they ere£t a monument of timber 
r work, clofed all round, to prevent the 
a wild beafts from devouring his remains. 
Y When the burial-place is thus fafely fen- 
e ced, they lay him, ftretched out at length, 
“, on the top of it, dreft in his beft habili- 

d ments, and plant his bow, quiver, and 

y hatchet, in fome commodious and adjacent 

ie place. To this monument they faften 

y a rein-deer or two, in cafe the deceafed 
d was ever in his life time poffeffed of any 
[o of thofe animals, and there barbaroufly 
ft leave them to ftarve, if by their ftruglings, 
they have not ftrength fufficieht to break 
ic their cords, and make their cfcape. All 
this particular detail of their religious 
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They have one amongft their clan, 
whom they diftinguifli by the name of 
Siaman, or Koedifnick, that is to fay, a 
prieft, or a magician ; and they pay 
a peculiar deference to him, as vainly 
imagining, that by his fuperior wifdom, 
lie is capable of foretelling them any future 
occurrences of importance, either good or 
ill ; whether they (hall prove fuccefsful 


ceremonies, I had from perfons of indif- 
putable veracity, who refide in thofe parts; 
and all this was farthermore confirmed by 
one Michael Oftalioff, a Ruffian merchant, 
whom I invited to my quarters for that 
very purpofe, as I was well aflured he had 
feveral times crofted Siberia both winter 
and fummer, in his way to China, and 
that he had travelled over all thofe parts 
i for 
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for fourteen or fifteen years fucceflively. 
He was a gentleman o{ about threefcore 
years of age, and a very fober, fedate per- 
fon 5 and he allured me, that thefe Samo- 
eds are difperfed all along on all fides to 
the great rivers of Siberia ; that is to fay, 
the (>) Oby, the ( 7 JJenefcia, the (g) Lena, 
and the (b) Amur, all which difeharge 
their waters into the great ocean. The 
laft of thefe four is a boundary, which 
divides the dominions of Mufcovy from 
thofe of China, and for that reafon, thefe 
people never prefume to crofs it. Between 
the twolaft-mentioned rivers lie the Jako- 
etes, who are natives of (i) Tartary, and the 
Lamoetkie ; who, like the Samoeds, make 
the rein-deer one principal part of their 
daily provifions. Thefe people arc very 
intrepid and expert in war j and in number, 
they amount to little lefs than thirty 
thoufand. There is another nation, called 
Jaecogerie, or Joegra, who are planted 
towards the fea coaft. Thefe in all re- 
fpefts whatever, ad like the' Samoeds ; 
their drefs is exactly the fame, and they 
refide in the defarts. Thefe people de- 
vour (as dogs do) the entrails of any 
creatures perfectly raw ; and each of them 
fpeak a different language. To thefe may 
be added two more ; namely thofe who 
are called Korakic, from the country in 
which they refide ; and who live af- 
ter the very fame manner as the Samoeds ; 
and thofe again who are called Soegtfie. 
Thefe laft wilfully cut a large flit in their 
cheeks, and infert in the orifice whilft 
frefli, the bones of a Narwhale to render 
the fear ftill more confpicuous, which 
they are proud of, and look upon as an 
additional beauty. The following odd 
cuftom is daily pradifed among them, 
namely, the men wafh themfelves with the 
urine of the women, and the women with 
that of the men. Tho’ they are looked upon 
as vile wretches, and adepts in the Black 
Art, yet they boaft of fuch wicked prac- 
tices, and carry about with them the 
bones of their predeceffors for fuch hellifh 
purpofes. Their religion, however, is 
fomewhat ftill more remarkable ; for they 
pay their tribute of divine adoration to 
the Devil; and their common com- 
plaifance to ftrangers is very extraordinary; 


for, in order to teftify their hofpitality, 
they proftitute not only their daughters, 
but their wives themfelves, when they are 
thought more agreeable companions ; and 
they think a ftranger entituled, as it 
were, to any favour that they are capable 
of conferring on him. What a furpriz- 
ing difference is there between the cour- 
tefy of thefe nations, and that of the 
Europeans ? The Ruffian, from whom I 
received my intelligence of jtli thefe ex- 
traordinary circumftances, told me more- 
over, that after about a week’s journey 
farther from thefe people, he met with a 
fixth kind of them towards the fea-coaft, 
who were called Lafatie Saegtfia, or Cou- 
chant Soegtfie, from the manner of their 
lying, or fitting in their tents during the 
winter-feafon, which are compofed, as he 
allured me, of the Narwhale, and are 
covered all over with fnow, for no lefs 
than five months fucceflively out of the 
twelve. Thefe furnifh themfelves with a 
fufficient quantity of the Whale, which, 
when properly dried, is their principal 
provifion ; for they never ftir abroad till 
the approach of fpring. 

It feems, the Samoeds of thefe parts, 
fome years ago, formed a project for their 
better fubfiftence, which was this ; name- 
ly, they would artfully tho’ fecretly 
wound the Mufcovite cattle between their 
fmall ribs, with a particular inftrument 
which they made ufe of for that purpofe, 
or run a very fine iron into their ears, 
with the anguifh whereof the poor crea- 
tures would lie languifhing for a fhort 
time, but inevitably die at laft, and then 
they were fure to find them and convey 
them to their tents. Thefe mal- practices, 
however, were in procefs of time dif- 
covered, and great numbers of them 
were taken into cuftody, and foon after, 
without any ceremony, hung up, fome 
by the heels, and fome about the middle, 
as a public example to deter others from 
fuch iniquitous practices. Tho’ this dif- 
covery, and this inftantaneous punifhment 
ftruck them, no doubt, with a panick 
for fome time, yet they ventured, it feems, 
but the very laft winter, to enter upon 
the fame dangerous fcheme ; and fome of 
them were catched, and confined for it ; 

but 
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1 7 0I but by fome means or other, they all, for- 
tunately for them, made an abfolute 
efcape, leaving only one little helplefs in- 
fant behind them, who was taken parti- 
cular care of by the governor of the pro- 
vince, and in a few days after, admitted, 
by baptifm, into the pale of the Ruffian 
'! church. 

lA new During my rcfidencc in this place, I was 
$Und W likewife informed, thatthey had difcovered, 

' about fevei> years fince, an ifland to the left 

of China, which had been brought under 
fubjedtion to the Czar, notwithftanding it 
was a whole year’s journey from thence to 
Mofcow. This ifland, they told me, abound- 
ed in fables and furs } and might poffibly 
afford a profufion of other commodities 
of equal value and importance, but what 
in particular they could not tell, for the 
place was known but to a few ftrangers, 
and the natives lived much after the fame 
favage manner as the nations we have juft 
been talking of. 

On the eighteenth day of September 
jtorm!'?8 there arofe fuch a hurricane as blew off 
*»*• ' 701 ‘ the roofs of a great number of houfes : at 
that very juncture, I was at dinner with 
the Sieur Houtman, and had no appre- 
hension in the leaft of the danger to which 
we were expofed ; but when I was tak- 
ing my leave, and had got a ftep or two 
out of the doors, feveral large pieces of 
timber fell down to the ground within a 
few yards of me ; which ftartled me, and 

Occafio?ial Remarks on 

( a ) Samoida, the moft northerly province 
of Ruflia in Europe, fituate on the Frozen 
Ocean and the river Oby. 

(b) Siberia, or Afiatic Ruffia, formerly de- 
nominated Great Tartary, is fituate between 
fixty and one hundred and thirty degrees of 
eaft longitude, and between forty- feven and 
feventy-two degrees of north latitude •, being 
bounded by the Frozen Ocean on the north •, 
by the Pacific Ocean, China, and Chinefian 
Tartary, on the eaft •, by the Mogul’s and 
Ufbec Tartars on the fouth j and by the rivers 
Oby and Irtis, which feparate Afiatic from 
European Ruffia on the weft j being upwards 
of two thoufand miles in length from eaft to 
weft, and one thoufand five hundred miles in 
breadth from north to fouth the north of it 
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made me hury into the houfe again for 1701 
fafety. As none of the family were in 
the leaft apprized of this fudden ftorm, 
they wondered at my return ; but when 
I acquainted them with the danger I was 
in, and my happy efcape, one of the fer- 
vants went up dircdlly into one of the 
garrets, and found the roof of it totally 
demolifhed. Upon the report he made, 
we all returned our humble thanks to 
Almighty God for our preservation. Arrivalof 

On the twenty-fifth of the fame month, sooRuiruo 
five hundred dragoons arrived from Mof- 
cow in four barks ; and as this happened 
on a Sunday, there was a vaft concourfe 
of people flocked down to the water-fide j 
who being, moft of them at leaft, dreft 
in their bcft cloaths, made an ap- 
pearance agreeable enough. 

Our laft fhips weighed anchor, on the 
fourteenth of Odtober, and fet fail for Hoi- forHl,ll,ni 
land. All of them got fafe out to fea, 
exeept the White Eagle, which unhap- 
pily ran afliore by the meadows. One 
half of her loading at leaft was taken out, 
before the crew could get her afloat again ; 
but even that would never have laved her, 
if the weather had not proved fo remark- 
ably fair in her favour. Upon the nine- 
teenth, however, all damages being re- 
paired, (he got out likewife fafe to fea,' 
and made the beft of her way to the fame 
port. 


the preceding Chapter. 

a cold, barren, uninhabited country, covered 
with fnow for eight or nine months in the 
year ; the fouthern provinces, a more fruitful 
foil, but moft of the natives lead a va- 
grant life, like the ancient Scythians and Tar- 
tars, depending chiefly on what they take by 
hunting and filhing, or the produce of their 
flocks and herds ; there are very few towns, 
and very little of the land cultivated, except 
near Tobolfki or Tobolflca, the capital, to 
which part of it the Swedilh prifoners were 
banifhed, and to which the Ruffians fend moft 
of their prifoners, and fome large colonies } 
but as hands are ftill wanted to manure the 
ground, great part of Siberia remains a ds- 
fart. They have fcarce any trade or manufac- 
tures } the principal traffic of the Mufcovites 
of Siberia is by fledges over the lakes and 
F frozen 
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frozen country to China ii^the winter ; they 
have been endeavouring to find a way into the 
fea of Japan and China by their rivers, which 
fall into the Frozen Ocean, but have not fuc- 
ceeded hitherto, as I can learn 5 they relate, 
however, that they have met with fome rich 
mines of filver and copper in the mountains of 
Siberia, which they have begun to work, I 
include the Kalmuc Tartars within the limits 
of Siberia, as they acknowledge themfelvts 
fubjeft to the Empire of Ruflia. 


feem to have fome expiations of finding a ijoi 
way to Japan and China. **>**»■ 

(h) Amur, or Amour, a large river, the 
fource whereof is in Siberia, in about one hun- 
dred and twenty degrees of eaft longitude, and 
fifty-four degrees of north latitude, runs eaft 
through Chinefian Tartary, and falls into the 
Bay of Corea, in the Pacific Ocean in about 
one hundred and fifty degrees of eaft lon- 
gitude. 


(c) White Sea. See page 7. n. b. 

4 

(d) Nova Zembla, orNewland, which the 
Dutch call the ifland of Weygats, is fituate in 
the North, or Frozen Ocean, between fifty 
and eighty degrees of eaft longitude, and be- 
tween feventy degrees of north latitude, and 
the north pole feparated from the province of 
Samoieda in Ruflia by a narrow ftrait, called 
the Straits of Weygats. Whether it be an 
ifland, or part of fome great continent is un- 
certain ; no fhips having ever pafied to the 
northward of it, tho* many attempts have been 
made to find out a north-eaft pafiage to China 
that way. The Dutch, indeed, pafled the 
Straits of Weygats, fouth of Nova Zembla, 
and wintered on the eaft fide of it in the year 
1 596, but did not find it practicable to fail 
farther, for the fields of ice they met with. 
There are no conftant inhabitants here, but 
the Samoeds and Oftiacs climb over the moun- 
tains of ice in the Straits, when they are frozen 
over, and hunt Elks and Rein-Deer here at 
the proper feafon. 

(e) Oby, a great river of Ruflia, which 
rifes in the Lake Kifan in Kalmuc Tartary in 
Afia, and running north joins the river Irtis ; 
and continuing its courfe north forms the 
boundary between Europe and Afia till it falls 
into the Frozen Ocean in feventy degrees of 
north latitude, having run a courfe of two 
thoufand miles and upwards. 

(f) Jenefcia, or Jenifa, a great river of 
Ruflia, that runs from fouth to north, through 
the province of Siberia, parallel to the Oby, 
and falls into the Frozen Ocean eaft of that 
river in feventy-two degrees of eaft longitude, 
and feventy degrees of north latitude. 

(g) Lena, a great river, which rifes in Si- 
beria, in Afiatic Ruflia, and running north 
from the latitude of 55 to 72, falls into the 
Frozen Ocean 5 by which river the Ruflians 


(i) Tartary, which is the fame country aa 
the antient Scythia, comprehended all the 
north of Europe and Afia, of which the 
Ruflians poflefs much the greateft part at pre- 
fent, and have given it the name of Siberia, 
which extends from the rivers Oby and Irtis, 
that divide Afia from Europe, to the Pacific 
Ocean. Chinefian Tartary, which lies north 
of China, and is bounded by Siberia on the 
north and weft, is now the larged country 
that goes by the name of Tartary, pofleflect 
by one Sovereign, and for that reafon is fome- 
times called Great Tartary. The Tartars, who 
lie fouth of Siberia and Mufcovy, are the Tar- 
tars of Aftracan, Circadia and Dagiftan, fi- 
tuate north-weft of the Cafpian Sea. The 
Kalmucs, who lie between Siberia and the 
Cafpian Sea : the Ufbec Tartars and Moguls, 
who lie north of Ptrfia and India, and tliofc 
of Tibet, which lie north-weft of China: of 
thefe the Tartars of Aftracan are fubjeft to 
Mufcovy *, thofe of Circaffia and Dagiftan 
fometimes put thcmfelves under the protc&ion 
of the Ruflians, and fom times acknowledge 
the Turks and Perfians to be their Sovereigns. 
The Kalmuc Tartars at prefent acknowledge 
thcmfelves fubjefts of Ruflia. The Uflxc 
Tartars were lately independent, but are now 
tributary to Kouli Kan, Sovereign of Perfia, 
who lately took pofltfilon of their capital city 
Bochara. The Moguls feem to be ftill inde- 
pendent, as well as thofe of Tibet, which oc- 
cafions this country to be called Independent 
Tartary fometimes i and the Tartars of Tibet 
are fo powerful, that they are frequently at 
war with the Chinefe. The Northern Tartary 
is a cold, barren country, almoft always co- 
vered with fnow, wherein are very few houfes 
or inhabitants. The Southern Tartars, for 
the mod part, enjoy a temperate climate, 
and a fruitful foil ; but as few of them have 
fixed habitations, or apply themfelves to cul- 
tivate the foil, but are continually moving 
from place to place, to find pafture for their 
numerous flocks and herds, that fine country 
produces little. 


There 
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There are Tome other countries in Europe 
which ftill bear the name of Tartary, but thefe 
are feparated from the reft by the Palua 


BRUN. 

le Blac 


Moeoti9 and the Bfack Sea, viz. Little Tar- 
tary, Crim Taiwy, and Budziac Tartary, 
which are all fubjedt to the Turk. 



CHAP. III. 


A Defcription of Archangel. Provifions in Plenty. Revenue of the 

Cufloms , & c. 


H I S Czarian Majefty has a fpacious 
and pleafant dock-yard, fet a-part 
for the building of {hips, about a mile 
and an half weftward of Archangel. All 
{hipping, both coming and going, pafs 
by it. When I drew the draught of the 
rl»te x profpedt in Number X. there were feve- 
ral veflels riding at anchor, in expectation 
* of fome others, which were to conftitute 

a fleet homeward bound. 

oticben 9 . This dock-yard is diftinguifhed on the 
plate by the letter A. At the point .of 
land in the river, if you will confult the 
plate, you will find a veflel with her 
deck unfiniflied. 

The village, at a fmall diftance, which 
is marked with the letter J3, is commonly 
called Strambol. 

Archangel, The city of (a) Archangel is fituate in 
jwmiMuon north- weftern parts of Mufcovy, and 
lies to the north-caftward of the river 
fiJDwina, which difcharges its waters into 
the fea, about fix leagues lower. It lies 
along the banks of the river ; and, ac- 
cording to the belt of my remembrance, 
is more than two miles in length, and 
about three quarters of a mile only in 
breadth. Its principal edifice is the Royal 
Palace. Palace, which is compofed of free-ftone, 
and is divided into three diftindt parts. 
The firft is inhabited chiefly by the fo- 
reign merchants, who have fevcral com- 
modious warehoufes there for the recep- 
tion of their various effedls. Thefe lie 
to the left as you come up the river. 
Here likewife the merchants who come 
hither annually from (c) Mofcow, have 
their feveral apartments, where they re- 
lide, for the generality, till the laft Ihips 
return home. Strangers likewife are 
accommodated here in much the fame 


manner. Thefe, however, foon after 
the fhips are departed, which for the moft 
part is in the month of October, they re- 
move from thence to other apartments 
till they return to Mofcow in November 
and December following, when they can 
travel in fledges upon the fnow and ice, 
at which times the rivers may be crofted 
without the leaft danger. 

On your entrance into the palace, you 
gr\ under a great gate, and from thenca 
into a quadrangular court, where the ware- 
houfes lie both on the right and the lefr. 
There is a long gallery above, to which 
there are two feparate flair-cafes ; both 
leading to the merchants apartments a9 
before-mentioned. 

The fccond divifion of this palace has 
a gate, as well as the firft, where there 
is another range of buildings ; at the end 
whereof ftands the town-houfe, which 
has feveral commodious apartments be- 
longing to it. When you have gone up 
a fhort flight of fteps, you come diredtly 
into a long gallery, from whence you go 
into their courts of judicature, above 
which there is a fpacious door that leads 
into the ftreel. In thefe courts, all pro- 
cefles are begun and ended, except in 
cafes where fentenccs of death are part on 
criminals, which are exhibited in that 
place in particular where the fentence is 
paft, be it where it will. Such commo- 
dities as are the peculiar property of the 
Czar, are depofited in this palace, in dif- 
ferent magazines, fome of wood, and 
others of ftone, eredted for that particular 
purpofe } the merchants, however, have 
leave fometimes to fecure their goods 
there likewife. When you have pafled 
the third gate, there is another range of 

buildings. 
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The citadel. 


Its build- 
ing 5 * 


Its ftoves. 
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buildings, for fuch commodities as belong however, which falls thick in winter, 
to the Ruffians, and wheni likewife many covers fuch defe&s, and makes all appear 


of the merchants of that country have 
their rcfidence; the natives, however, 
are not, in all refpedts, fo well accom- 
modated as the foreign merchants. The 
fquare before this palace is fpacious e- 
nough, and extends quite down to the river. 
When any ffiips arrive here in the fum- 
mer feafon, they raife two great timber 
bridges, which projedt a confiderable way 
into the river for the better convenience 
of lading and unlading, The bridges 
likewife which they raife for the trarif- 
portation of corn are confiderably large. 

The citadel, in which the governor 
himfelf refides, abounds with ffiops, 
where the Ruffians, who come there at 
fuch times as their fairs are kept, expofe 
their various merchandizes to public fale. 
There is a wooden wall which extends 
to the very river, and furrounds it. 

All the houfes in this city arc built 
with wood; or more properly fpeaking 
are compofed of large pieces of timber, 
artfully joined together ; and make an 
odd figure enough on the outfide. How- 
ever, you may meet with very commo- 
dious apartments in fome of the principal 
houfes, and efpecially in thofc which are 
inhabited by foreign merchants. Within, 
the walls are very fmooth and even, and 
are wainfeotted with proper boards, large, 
unpoliffied ; the pieces of timber being 
intended chiefly for the fafety and fupport 
of the houfc, without any other view. 
For the generality, there is a ftove to each 
room ; but the fires in them are always 
on the out- fide ; the greateft part of them 
are very large, and ornamental too, when 
artfully contrived. The Chriftian mer- 
chants, or, as they are otherwife called, 
The ftrangers from beyond fca, who re- 
fute amongft them, are as neat as they 
are in Holland, and their apartments are 
as richly furnifhed. 

The ftreets are covered with broken 
pieces of timber, and by eroding them, 
without a great deal of care and precau- 
tion, a man is liable to fall, and do him- 
felf a mifehief. They are fo full, more- 
over, of rubbiffi, that they refemble, in 
many places, the ruins of fire ; the foow, 


fmooth and even. 

In this city there are two churches; 
one fet apart for the fcrvice of the Cal- 
vinifls, and the other for the Lutherans; 
but in both, Divine fervice is performed 
twice every Sunday. They are fituatc 
near the river- fide, and ftand but at a 
fmall diftance one from the other. Each 
minifter refides on one fide of bis church ; 
and the church-yard, where they inter 
their dead with the fame : folemnities as 
the Europeans do, lies between both. In 
winter, however, as *tis fo exceffively 
cold, they have no public worffiip, ’th 
true, at church ; but then they meet at 
the minifter’s habitation, which is pro- 
perly heated for their reception. 

I took the draught of this city upon 
the river, as I was on board one of our (hips 
then riding at anchor, the reprefentation 
whereof you’ll find in plate XI. where 
each particular of any importance is di- 
ftinguifhed by a numerical figure, as for 
inftance, ( 1 ) Oefpinge Bogeroedifza, that 
is to fay, the church of the repofe of the 
blefied Virgin Mary. (2) The Lutheran 
Church. (3) The church belonging to 
the Calvinifts. (4) The German Palace. 
(5) The court cf judicature, and the 
Grand Duke’s Arfenal, or military ftore- 
houfe. (6) The Ruffian Palace. (7) 
The Gooft-houle, or the houfc belong- 
ing to the head commiffioner of the cu- 
ftoms, which Hands upon the river. 
(8) The great church. (9) The citadel. 
The governor of this city had for- 
merly, indeed, a defpotic power of pro- 
ceeding ; the form of its government, 
however, was changed but laft year, at 
which time four burgo-maflers were ap- 
pointed ; the firft refides in this city ; the 
fecond at Kolmegra, and the two others 
in the parts adjacent. From whence the 
reader may perceive, that the authority of 
the governor extends no farther than 
over the militia ; fince the Burgo-maflers 
prefide over the police, and all civil af- 
fairs. 

There comes a grand commiffioner, or 
principal infpedtor of the cuftoms, once a 
year, that is to fay, when the merchants 
generally arrive there, in order, not only 

to 
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to pry into and take care of fuch duties as 
belong to his Czarian Majcfty, but to 
purchafe fuch merchandizes as the court 
may have occafion for. This grand of- 
ficer, or head-mafter, has four affiftants, 
or deputies, who ad: in his abfence with 
equal power, and are diftinguiflied by 
the title of Goftieni-Sotni, or Sub-Dele- 
gates ; from amongft whom he himfelf is 
eleded. There arc other officers befides 
thefe, who are feleded from amongft the 
people, and employed in the towns and 
villages ; but their number is not abfo- 
lutely fettled. Thefe fubaltern officers arc 
obliged to lerve for a whole year, without 
the leaf! fee or reward ; and to obey any or- 
ders that they receive from the head- 
mafter, or any other of their fuperiors, 
in regard to fuch matters as relate to the 
duties and revenues of the Grand Duke. 
They are difperfed every where as occa- 
fion requires, and have foldiers allowed 
them in cafe of any oppofition, in order 
to prevent all clandeftinc pradices, and to 
fecure fmuglers, and all their contraband 
goods. When the year is expired, they 
arc difeharged, and others fubftituted in 
their ftead. 

Th is city is plentifully furniftied with 
all the neceflaries and conveniencics of life. 
— They have a profufion of fowl, and 
at a very moderate price: you may pur- 
chafe a partridge for two-pence. There 
are two fpecies of thefe birds. One alight 
upon trees, and have fomewhat of the 
appearance of our owls ; but they arc de- 
licious eating ; the others, in winter, are 
pcrfedly white, which is fomething ex- 
traordinary ; and, in the language of the 
country, are called Koeroptie. — They 
have here likewife, two different kinds 
of Tetters, birds of the bignefs of 
our turkeys, and adorned with very fine 
feathers : the cocks are, for the generality, 
black, with a mixture of a very deep 
blue ; the hens are of a much fmaller 
fize, and their feathers are fpeckled with 
grey. Hares likewife are here fo plenty, 
that , they are fold for no more than a 
groat a- piece. Thefe are white in the 
winter, and their rabbits are black. You 
may purchafe woodcocks too for about 
two-pence, or three-pence a-piece at 
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moft : they have u*ft numbers likewife of 
ducks, and a particular fort of them cal- 
led Gagares, which not only fly with 
prodigious velocity, but mount lurprizing- 
ly high. Whilft they are on the wing, 
they make a noife not unlike the human 
voice. Thefe fwim as faft as they fly, 
but as their feet come out from behind, 
they have not the faculty or power of 
running. 

Their rivers abound with fifli. A 
man may purchafe here as many perch as 
would ferve twenty reafonable ftomachs 
for twenty-pence. The heft fort are 
thofe called the Karoetfe. They are the 
fmalleft, indeed ; but then they have a 
much finer flavour, than any we have in 
our country ; for which reafon, I preferved 
a fmall quantity of them in fpirits. As 
to their fhape, they very much refemble 
our roach ; they are of a dark brown 
colour; but their fcalcs are bright and 
fhining. They have pike too in plenty, 
and a kind of fmall eels, which arc very 
delicious. In fhort, they have vaft num- 
bers of finelts, gudgeons, roach, whitings, 
flounders, and a brown fifh, by them cal- 
led Garius, which is extremely fine and 
lufeious : they are much about the big- 
nefs of a common cod. All this variety 
of fifh arc caught within twelve mile9 
diftance of the city, in a certain gulph or 
bay, formed by the river, and where the 
water is perfedlly calm, and ffnooth. It 
were altogether needlefs to fay any thing 
of their falrnon ; fince ’tis univerfally 
known, that they are fent from hence to 
all parts, both falted and fmoaked. Of 
thefe, there is likewife a white fort, which 
are called Meelma by the Mufcovites, 
and are caught upon the coaft of (d) Lap- 
land. Thefe are all dried before they are 
fent abroad. I faw one of them which 
very much refcmbled a ray, and was about 
two foot broad. Thefe they call Paf- 
cifkaet. Two mice were found in the 
belly of him, and its oil is an excellent 
ingredient in fome particular medi- 
cines. 

Their markets likewife are full of all 
forts of meat. The beft beef in the world 
may be purchafcd there for a penny a 
pound. A lamb, of about fix weeks old, 
® will 
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will coll you no more x \han fifteen-pencfti 
and a calf of the fame\ge may be pur* 
chafed, according to the feafon, for half .a 
crown or three {hillings at mod 

All the inhabitants in general breed 
turkies. One may buy four or five com- 
mon fowls, or a good goofe for about 
eight-pence. 

Their beer is extraordinary good ; they 
are not permitted, however, either to 
brew or vend it without a licence from 
the Grand Duke, which is, without any 
great difficulty, to be procured for a rea- 
fbnable confideration ; but an inhabitant 
may brew what quantity he thinks proper 
for the ufe of his family, provided he 
pays only after the rate of four {hillings 
and two-pence for a certain number of 
quarterns of malt that he propofes to make 
ufe of for that purpofe. There are fome 
particular tenants who are entirely ex- 
empted from that duty. 

As to their wine and fpirituous liquors, 
they are brought hither by fea from 
France ; the laft, however, is held up at 
an exorbitant price, by reafon of the 
heavy duty that is laid upon it. Not- 
withftanding this high excife, there is a 
kind of malt fpirit, which is wholfome 
enough, whereof Grangers drink in plenty, 
and very feldom tafte of any other, which 
is fold at as reafonable a rate as can well 
be defired. 

His Czarian Majefty has a very confi- 
rable annual revenue levied upon this city. 
It was formerly reported, that the duties 
anting therefrom arofe to no lefs than 
300,000 rubles ; in my time, however, 

I found, by the beft calculation that could 
be made, that they amounted to very 
little more than 1 80, or 1 90,000 of the 
fame rubles, each ruble being reckoned 
after the rate of five florins of Dutch 
money. 

There ufed to arrive annually, about 
thirty, or five and thirty {hips in this har- 
bour j but in the year 1700, there came 
fifty at leaft, befides thirty three from 
England } to which, in cafe we add fuch 
{hips as arrived from Hamburg, Den- 
mark, and Bremen, the total will amount 
to one hundred and three fail ; this, 
however, was occafioned by the war with 


Sweden, by means whereof a flop was 17^1 
put to the trade which was carried on 
by the Mufcovites with (e) Riga, 

•(f) Nerva, and (g) Revel; nay, with 
(h) Koninglburg, and (i) Dantzic ; in- 
•fomuch that at this time the whole trade 
and commerce of Ruffia is centred in 
Archangel. According to the mod exad 
calculations, it is computed, that the Czar 
has received this year (1701) upon the 
merchandizes from the arrival of the firft 
veflel in this harbour to the laft, no lefs 
than 130,000 rubles, which are equal to 
160,000 rixdollars. The agreement was, 
that one moiety of thefe duties fliould 
be paid in rubles, and the other in golden 
ducats; for was payment to be offered 
all in ducats, they would not be taken, 
but rixdollars arc never refufed. This, 
however, is to be underftood in regard to 
foreign commodities only, the principal 
whereof confift in gold and filver fluffs, 
filks, cloths, ferges, gold and filver laces, 
and gold wire ; befides indigo, and other 
ingredients requifite for dying. 

But to return to fuch cuftoms as are le- 
vied on foreign commodities ; here 'tis to 
be obferved, that from the year 1 667 to 
the year 1669, the merchants paid the 
fum of fix and twenty rixdollars on every 
calk of wine ; whereas for the three years 
laft part, they paid no more than five. 
Notwithftanding this, they pay fix and 
thirty rixdollars on every barrel of brandy, 
and forty on a barrel of Spaniffi wine, 
which contains the quantity of two bar- 
rels. 

Pot- allies, weed-aflies for foap, leather, 
hemp, tallow, elks, otter Ikins, and furs; 
all the natural produce of the country, 
are exported from Mufcovy into other 
parts ; we are credibly informed likewife, 
that the mufcles which are taken in the 
rivers of Kola, Warfigha, Wufma and 
Solia, produce a very good fort of pearl. 
Sometimes they will fetch five and twen- 
ty florins a-piece ; and in the parts ad- 
jacent to Ombacy, they will bear twice 
the value. 

Thus I have given my readers an im- 
partial account of all the information I 
could procure during my refidence in this 
city ; and I dedicated all my leifure hours 

to 
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t70 i to the convention of the Sieurs Brants midnight. /My friend Mr. Brants^ 

Wvw and Lup who were exceedingly com- - contributed no nrtall (liare to thefe evening 

■i plaifant, ’and made it thcir.ftudy to ob- entertainments, as he was not only a great 

lige me. Their ufual recreations are gam r admirer of all forts of mnfic •, but a di- 

ing, dancing, eating and drinking, and ftinguifhed performer on the harpfichord 

in all of them they indulge themfelves and organ. 

Occafional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Archangel. See p. 8. n. d. 

( b ) Dwiiia, a river, which gives name to 
the province of Dwina, and running through 
it from fouth to north, difeharges itfelf into 
the White Sea a little below Archangel. 

(c) Mofcow City, eaft longitude 38. lati- 
tude 55. 45. the capital of the province of 
Mofcow, fituate on the river Mofcowa, 360 
miles fouth eaft of Peterlburgh, 800 call of 
Stockholm ; 1000 north eaft of Conftanti- 
nople •, 900 north eaft of Vienna, and 1400 
north eaft of London. 

(d) Lapland. See p. 7. n. a. 

(e) Riga, eaft longitude 24. latitude 57 . 
a city, and port-town of Livonia, in the di- 
vifion of Lettenland, fituate near the mouth of 
the river Dwina, and a bay of the Baltic Sea, 
One of the beft harbours and trading towns in 
the Baltic, from whence the Dutch import 
corn, naval ftores, &c. and the Englifh and 
other nations traffick with this city, but not 
with fuch advantage as the Dutch, who ex- 
change their herrings for the merchandize of 
Ruflia, to which crown Riga, and the reft of 
Livonia, is at prefent fubjedt, 

(f) Nerva, or Narva, eaft longitude 27, 35. 
latitude 59. fituate on the river Nerva, or 
Narva, which divides Livonia from Ruflia, a 
thoufand miles fouth weft of Peter/burgh, a 
large city and port town of Livonia, befieged 
by the Ruflians in the year 1700. but relieved 
by Charles XII. King of Sweden, who gained 
a fignal vi&ory over the Ruflians with 20,000 
men, tho’ the Ruflians were 100,000 ftrong. 
But the Czar, Peter the Great, afterwards took 
Narva by ftorrn, and tranfplanted the inhabi- 
tants to Aftracan ; and the Ruflians have been 
in pofleflion of Narva and all Livonia ever 
fincc, making it one of the ftations of their 
fleer. 

(g) Revel, eaft longitude 24, latitude 59. 
a port-town of Livonia, in the divifion of 


Eftonia, or Eaft-Land, fituate at the fouth 
ehtrance of the gulph of Finland, 140 miles 
north of Riga, and 1 10 miles weft of Narva. 
It is a large city, and has a commodious har- 
bour, where part of the Royal Navy of Ruflia 
is ufually laid up. When the Czar invaded 
this country, multitudes of people fled hither 
to avoid the barbarous Coflacs in his Army •, 
but the plague happening there, at the fame 
time, upwards of 50,000 people were fwept 
away by that diftemper in this city. 

( b ) Konigfburg, eaft longitude 21. latitude 
54. 40. a city of Poland, capital of Ducal 
Pruflia, and of the King of Pruifu’s Polifli 
dominions, fituate on the river Preggel, near 
a bay of the Baltic Sea, feventy miles north 
eaft of Dantzick, being one of the moft con- 
fiderable port-towns in the Baltic. 

(i) Dantzick, eaft longitude 19. latitude 54.' 
the capital of Regal Pruflia, in the Kingdom of 
Poland, fituate on the weflern fhore of the 
river Wefel, or Viftula, which a little below 
falls into the Baltic Sea. Ic is an excellent 
harbour, and has the beft foreign trade of any 
port within the Baltic. It (lands 140 miles 
north of War/aw, and 70 miles fouth well of 
Konigfburg. The town is large, and cncom- 
pafled with a wall, and foitifications of a great 
extent. The houfes are well built of Hone, 
or brick, fix or feven (lories high, and the 
granaries, containing vaft magazines of corn, 
and naval (tores, are Hill higher, to which the 
(hipping lie clofe, and take in their lading ; 
for the Dutch annually import from hence a 
great many thoufand tuns of corn, timber, 
and naval (lores, and other nations fome, bur 
the Dutch have the greateft (hare of this 
trade, paying for their merchandize with 
pickled herrings, the fpiecs of India, fv gar-, 
brandy, and other produce of the more (buthern 
countries ; whereas the Englifh, and other 
nations, are forced to purchafe thel'e things 
chiefly with treafure. The inhabitants are 
computed to amount to 200,000 fouls, who 
are fubjedt to a mixed kind of government. 
Their magiftracy confifts of thirty lenators, 
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who continue for life ; foV of them burgo- 
nafters. Bcfides thefe, there are thirteen 
confuls, who cleft the faid burgo-mafters out of 
their own body, and chufe likewil'e the judges, 
and all other officers of the city, from whom 
there lies an appeal to the thirteen confuls and 
four burgo- mailers, and from them to the repub- 
lic of Poland. The King annually nominates a 
burgo-mafter out of the confuls to reprefent 
his perfon in the fenate, and all fentences of 
death mull be figned by him in the King’s 
name. One hundred burgefi'es are elefted to 
reprefent the people’s grievances, and defend 
their privileges, and infpeft the adminiflration 
of the government ; and the hundred, with the 
concurrence of the lenate, prefent the clergy 
to vacant benefices. The eftablifhed religion 
is the Lutheran, but Papifts, Calvinifts, and 
Anabaptifts are tolerated. The jurifdiftion of 
the town extends forty milts round the city, 
and they maintain a garnfon at their own ex- 
pence, and coin money, witli the effigies of 
the King on one fide, and the city-arms on 
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the reverfe. They are faid to be under the 1701 
proteftion of Poland, but if they had not been wnw 
fuppoi ted by other powers againft their ene- 
mies, their ftate had been fubverted long fince. 

In the year 1703 the Englifh, the Dutch, 
and the King of Pruffia entered into an alli- 
ance for their proteftion againft the Swedes, 
who would have extorted a fum of money 
from them, as they did again in the year 1 706, 
when the King of Sweden threatned them 
with a vifit, on his fuccefs againft King Au- 
guflus, if they refufed to acknowledge Sta- 
nifiaus for their King. But in the year 1734. 
when they took the part of Staniflaus againft 
the prefent King of Poland, and aftually har- 
boured and protefted him in their city, hav- 
ing been purchafed with French money, they 
were befieged by the Mufcovites and Saxons, 
obliged to furrender, and forced to purchafe 
their peace with lcveral hundred thoufand 
pounds for fuft'ering Staniflaus to make his 
cfcape out of the city during the fiege. 


30OeO5O^5eCeCoO9Osae(50G«OoO0OeO^5eOeOedbO0(59OoOe(5eC50O0O!OaOOOeO9OeC5eOeO^>«O0OeG8<50O9<5eC 


CHAP. IV. 

7 % e Author $ Departure from Archangel. The Ruffians Manner of 
travelling in the Winter Seafon. A Defcription of Wologda, and of 
the Monajlery at Trooyts. His Arrival at Mofcow. 


O N the twenty-firft of December, 
about three in the afternoon, I fet 
out from (a) Archangel for (b) Mofcow, 
accompanied by one Mr. Kinfus, who 
had procured two foldicrs to attend him, 
and (what here is called) a Podwoden, 
that is to fay, an order for horfes upon 
the road gratis ; though the perfons from 
whofe hands we receive them, indeed, 
expeft fome fmall gratuity as a perquifite, 
which is lcldom refufed. He had fix 
fledges, and I one only, as I had difpofed 
of my baggage amongft the effefts of Mr. 
Brants. 

When any one is determined to travel 
from Archangel to Mofcow, he mull 
furnifla himfelf with what number of 
fledges he (hall have occafion for, before 
he lets out ; for there are no horfes to be 
hired upon the road. Thcfc fledges arc 


fo contrived, that a man may lie down 
ftretched out at his full length, and not 
be incommoded : he mull take his own 
bed along with him ; and other proper 
furniture to fecure him from the cold, 
which, in this country, in the winter 
feafon, is exceffively keen and piercing; 
the back-part of the fledge is covered 
with matting, but all the reft is lined, 
either with ftrong cloth, or leather. The 
top is covered with a lkin, and lined in the 
fame manner, to keep the palfenger from 
all the inclemencies of the weather, wind, 
rain, or fnow. The driver travels day and 
night, andeach fledge has two horfes, which 
are always changed at the end of every fif- 
teen werfts, which is about three German 
leagues. At the end of every werft, the 
Ruffians cry Werfta, which fpace contains 
about a hundred fathom, and each fathom 
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three Arfiennes, that is to fay, about 
three Dutch ells. The palTenger gets out 
of his fledge for refreshment but once a 
day. Having palled by Several villages, 
on the twenty- Second of December, about 
three in the afternoon, we reached Kol- 
mogora, which is about fifty werfls from 
Archangel. 

This Kolmogora is a pretty large city, 
fituateon the South-weft of the (V^Dwina, 
which is onp of the principal rivers in all 
Ruflia. Its fountain-head is in the 


Southern parts of the province of (d) Wo- 
logda, and after a long courfe, and a 
large encreafe by waters from other rivers 
in its way, it falls by two mouths into 
the (e) White Sea, at Some Small diftance 
from Archangel. Mr. Kinfing, my com- 
panion, having Some knowledge of the 
Vladika, that is to fay, the Archbifhop 
Th«eoui- of the city, we went to pay him a vifit, 
Iw'oiTiie by whom we were very courteoufly rc- 
ffntoi g- n oeived. Our firft refrelhment was a dram 
of cinnamon-water, a bottle of good wine, 
and as much beer as we thought proper 
to drink, which, tho’ what wc call table 
beer, was exceeding good. He treated 
us likewiSe with Some Egyptian Dates, 
and other little trifles of the like nature. 


He was upwards of fifty, and his name was 
Aftonafii. His palace is his place of refi- 
dencc, which is Spacious enough, and lies 
contiguous to the monaftery there. After 
wc had Spent about two or three hours with 
th is Right Reverend Prelate, whofe con- 
verfation was very agreeable, as he was a 
man of good natural parts, and was a 
great admirer of every branch of polite 
literature, he conduced us to an armory 
of liis, which Hood at fume distance from 
the palace ; where were, amongfl other 
warlike ttorcs, two fmali brafs guns of 
his own calling, and two iron-piece?, 
which were taken out of the Swedifh 


vc (Tcls, of which mention lias been made 
before. When we took our leave, he 
ordered five of his clergy to attend us to 
our inn ; who were all furmfhed with 
provifions. One with bread, another 
with fifli, fee. for our farther refrefh- 
ment. About ten that night, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey with frefh horfes ; 
but it was with no fmali difficulty that we 
procured them ; for it happened, that a 
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considerable number of paftengers had ^761 
been there before us, who were furniflied { 
with Podwodens, as well as we, and had 
Secured almoft all the horfes that were in 
the town. 

On the twenty-third, the weather was >> 
exceeding fine, and we parted thro’ divers 
woods abounding with two Sorts of firs : 
the branches of the one flioot out of the 
head only, whereas thofe of the other 
proceed from die fides of the trunk. We 
faw likewife a great number of alders and 
birch-trees. From thefe woods we pur- 
fued our way to feveral villages, till at 
length we arrived at Salkc, which is the 
laft that {lands within the jurifdidion of 
Archangel. 

On the twenty-fourth we readied 0t . crm . , 4 , 
Briefnick, which lies in the province of „ , 

1 Bticfmck. 

Waeg, where we took frefh horlls, and 
were obliged to crofs the river of that 
name feveral limes. On the twenty- UeCfm ,.., 
fifth wc got to Schcnkerfkc, which is the 
capital of the laft mentioned province, 
and is Situate on the fame river. On the 
twenty-fixth we pa fled through a large 
village, called Virghowacj>je, where they 
have a considerable market once a week. ... 'j-. 

On the twenty- Seventh wc reached Soloti. n rt . 

On the twenty-eighth having pallid soon, 
thro’ divers little villages, we crofTed the PlM1 „ 
great foreft of KomenaS, which is twenty 
werfts in breadth at lcaft, and came to a kIw 
place called Dvvicnitfe, Situate on the 
river of the Same name; where we were rKvicnilfc * 
informed, that three Ruffian merchants, 
in their paftage from Archangel, had met 
with a gang of banditti, or highwaymen, 
about twenty-fix in number, who had 
robbed them of a confiderable Sum : that 
one of them in particular took away from 
the richeft of the three, and a gentleman 
with whom I was well acquainted, a 
Silver crofs, which he wore on his breaft, 
and is held here in great veneration, not- 
withftanding his affociates ufed their ut- 
moft endeavours to prevent fo grofs an 
infult: that this particular villain, it 
Seems, wore a crofs himlclf, which lie 
took off his neck, and put upon the mer- 
chant’s with this farcaftical proverb, Ex- 
change, Sir, you know, is no Robbery. 

This intimation put us into a kind of 
pannic; but upon mature deliberation, 
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we determined, at ajl adventures, to 
purfue our journey, without waiting till 
other company might cafually arrive to 
join us j and therefore got all our fire- 
arms in readinefs, in cafe of difirefs. On 
the twenty-ninth we reached Rabanga, 
which lies on the river Soegue, and from 
thence got to Wologda about three in 
the afternoon. This city makes an hand- 
fome appearance enough on one fide. 
Here we got out, and went directly to 
the houfe of the Sieur Wouter Ewouts 
de Jough, a Dutch merchant, with whom 
I am intimately acquainted, and from 
whom we met with a very courteous re- 
ception. 

The day following I took a tour round 
the town, and an accurate furvey of the 
church, called Saboor, which is a very 
fine building, and was ereded by the 
fame celebrated Italian archited as worked 
at Mofcow-Caflle. There are five domes 
to this church, which the Ruffians .call 
Glaffia, that is to fay, heads of churches. 
Each of them is covered with plate-tin, 
and adorned with large gilt croffes. 
Befides this church, there are twenty 
others in this city, built with done, mod 
of which have domes, covered and deco- 
rated in the fame manner. Thefe gilt 
erodes drike the eye very agreeably, 
when the fun ffiines upon them. To 
thefe done-churches we mud add forty- 
three more, that are built principally with 
timber. Here are likewife three convents, 
inhabited by monks, and one cloyder, by 
nuns •, the principal ornament whereof is 
a little done-church, ereded in the center, 
which is furrounded with little commo- 
dious cells for the nuns, in a retired 
place, into which you enter by a fmall 
door. 

After I had gratified my curiofity thus 
far, I took a furvey of the market-place, 
which is very full of fhops ; and I ob- 
ferved, that there is a feparate place for 
each particular commodity ; as for in- 
dance, fleffi in one place, and fifli in 
another. 

From thefe markets, I pafled thro’ the 
gate of a very fpacious building which 
had never been perfe&ly finidied, tho’ 
begun by the Czar Ivan Vadialiewitz, 


who propofed to make a citadel, or 
fortrefs, of it 5 but the apprehenfions 
they were at that time under of the 
Tartars, who had obliged this Prince to 
withdraw from Mofcow, ’occafioned him 
to drop his defign, and leave the place 
unfinidied. From thence I took a walk 
on one fide of the river Wologda, which 
runs thro’ the city. The other fide, 
which is called Dofrefene, is not near fo 
pleafant ; and notwithdanding one fide 
as well as the other is part ot the fame 
city, yet each has a dillind governor, or 
head. It is a full league in length, and 
in fome places about a quarter of a league 
in breadth, little more or lefs. All the 
goods that come from Archangel pafs 
through this city ; and there arc, at this 
pvefent jundure, three or four very com- 
modious warehoufes for fuch commo- 
dities as belong to our Dutch merchants: 
This city is fituate in fifty-nine degrees 
fifteen minutes of northern latitude or the 
ead of the river, which is pretty broad. 

We fet out from hence on the thirtieth 
of December, about ten at night; and 
by fix the next morning, we got to 
Greelnewits, which is forty werds from 
Wologda. At this Greelnewits we baited 
our horfes, and ’twas highly reafonable 
that we fhould ; for we had dill twenty 
werds farther to travel. We met with 
fifty fledges at lead that day ; fome of 
which fet out from Archangel before us, 
and fome after. We did not, however, 
all take the fame road ; there were but 
twenty of them that were going to Mof- 
cow, or the parts adjacent. About noon 
we arrived at a place called Obfnorkoy- 
jain, to which place we had difpatched 
one of our foldiers before us, in order to 
fecure frefli horfes. From thence we 
proceeded to Daniflofskoy, which is three- 
score and feven werds from Obfnorlkoy- 
jain lad mentioned. This Daniflofskoy 
is a very fine, large town, remarkable for 
the trade that is carried on there ; and for 
a fine dud of horfes, above two thoufand 
whereof belong to his Czarian Ma- 
jedy. 

On the fird day of the year 1702, we 
reached Jereflaw, one of the principal 
cities of Ruffia; The river (f) Wolga 
runs hard by it, and is very broad there. 

We 
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Waflce. 


fyo2 We crofted both that, and the Kotris, 
not far from whence, to the fourfi ward, 
S ** ris ’ the laft difcharges its waters into the firft. 

In this city there are a great number of 
ftone-churches, of which, as I took 
views of them all on my return, I Ihall 
fpeak more at large in another place. 
Having crofted the Kotris, we went to a 
f^o*penoe. fuburb hard by, called Troepenoe, where 
we took frelh horfes. We fet out from 
thence about ten at night, and on the 
luftoff. fecond we got to (g) Rolloff, which we 
only crofted. There is an archbilhop, 
refident in this city, which abounds with 
fine ftone-churches. It is fituate on the 
right of the lake of the fame name. Soon 
after we had traverfed this lake, we faw, 
at a fmall diftancc, feveral little villages, 
where the inhabitants, or the greater part 
of them at leaft, live upon garlic and 
onions. About half a league from thence 
2 t e T y °of ftands the monaftery of Peter Zarowitz, 
which is furrounded with feveral houfes. 
We arrived at a place, called Walke, 
about one in the afternoon, having tra- 
velled thirty-eight werfts. There we 
dined, and fet out foon afterwards for 
Kreflaw Pereflaw Solclkoy, which was about 

SoUfkoy. twent y W erfts onwards of our journey. 

Notwithftanding this city is the capital of 
the province, from whence it derives its 
name ; yet ’tis but a poor place, and is 
fituate on a lake. We got there by nine 
that night, and left it again about twelve. 
Jw>. 3- On the third we went through Tieri- 

Tier.br- berewa about fix in the morning, and 

from thence, for near the compal's of 
thirty werfts fucceftively, we were con- 
ftantly going up and down one hill after 
T t another, till we came to Trooyts, where 
we arrived about one in the afternoon. 
There we (laid fome time, and took a 
A fine mo- furvey of the fine monaftery which bears 
the name of the little village, which we 
pafs’d by, juft before we came into the 
town. This monaftery is compofed all 
of ftonc, and is furrounded likewife by a 
fine and lofty ftone-wall, which is qua- 
drangular, and at each corner thereof is 
a noble, fpacious, round tower ; between 
which there are fquare ones ; and two of 
thefe which are the mod ornamental, 
face the road. It has three gates, like- 


wife, in front, a j/u ftands about a quarter ' 1702 
of a league from the village, which lies \ 
to the right-hand of it, as we went to 
Mofcow. The middlemoft, through 
which we chofe to enter it, has two 
Arcades, under which there was a little 
Corps de garde, where we found feveral 
foldiers on duty, as well as at the out- 
ward one. As foon as we had palled this 
inner gate we faw the principal church 
ftanding in the center, and feparatc from 
the reft of the buildings. His Czarian 
Majefty’s apartrr\ent, which ftands on the 
right-hand fide, makes a very grand and 
magnificent appearance on the outfide •, 
and, as the front is very extenfive, we 
went Up to it by two flights of ftone- 
fteps. It is feveral ftories high ; but 
when we came to examine the furniture 
within, it was mean, and by no means 
correfpondent with its outward grandeur. 

The refedory, which is another (lately 
edifice, ftands over againft it, and is built 
in much the fame form. Each window 
is adorned with a fmall pillar, and the 
ftones are painted in various colours. The 
church, juft before-mentioned, ftands be- 
tween thefe two buildings. Bcfidcs thefe, 
there are nine others ; four whereof are 
pretty large, but the other five are much 
fmaller. On the outfide, this monaftery 
has the appearance of a citadel, or lortrefs ; 
and the Abbot, or Archimandrite, has 
the principal command of it. For the 
generality, there are two or three hun- 
dred monks refident here, and fome of 
them waited on us from one place to 
another, and (hewed us abundance of 
refped. This monaftery is very rich, in 
refped to its revenues j for there are 
about 60,000 peafants dependent thereon, 
and pay a certain annual duty towards its 
maintenance and fupport. Bcfides, as 
there are abundance of illuftrious perfo- 
nages interred in the great church, and 
divers mafles folemnized therein, the pro- 
fits arifing therefrom make a very large 
addition. The village itfelf is of a con- 
fiderable length, and on the right-hand- 
fide, there are abundance of farrier’s lliops, 
with polls to them for the better conve- 
nience of Ihoeing their horfes. When 
we had travelled thirty werfts from this 
y place, 
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1762. place, w t reached th^village of Brato 
/Fiena, where we were obliged to tarry 
ButoFicni t ;n midnight, in order to have our bag- 
gage fearched; which is fealed imme- 
diately afterwards, and not opened again 
till in the cuftom-houfe at Mofcow, 
mTow?' where we arrived fafe about eight in the 
jan. 4 . morning on the fourth inftant. 

We alighted at the Slabode, which is 
the privileged quarter for the Germans, 
and the place where the greater part of 
other foreigners relidc, tho’ there are fome, 
indeed, that live in the city. 

As foon as I had refreshed my felf, I 
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went diredlly to Mr Jurtfen’s, to whom 170.1 
I had been recommended by Mr. Brants, '-'Y'* 
who at that time lived in the fame place, 
and had been but lately arrived there 
from Archangel. The Czar honoured 
him with a vilit the very next day, ac- 
companied by feveral Peers in their re- 
fpedive fledges ; amongft which, that 
belonging to his Majefty made the lead 
appearance. This vifit continued for 
about ‘two hours, and this w<is the firft 
time I ever had the honour of being in 
company with this auguft Monarch. 


Occafional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a,) Archangel, fee page 8. n . d. 

(b) Mofcow, fee p. 23, no. (c) 

(c) Dwina, fee p. 23, no. (b) 

(d) Wologda, eaft longitude 42. 20. lati- 
tude 59. Capital of the province of Wologda 
in Ruffia, fituate on the river Dwina, 235 
miles north of Mofcow. 

( e ) White Sea, fee p. 7. n. (b). 

(f) Wolga, a river of Ruffia, which, rifing 
in the north of that Empire, runs fouth-eafl, 
paffing by the cities of Jereflaf, Kafan, and 
Bulgar, and then entering Afiatic Ruffia, con- 
tinues its courfe due fouth to Kamifinea, from 
whence it runs fouth-eafl, and paffing by 


Aflracan, falls into the Cafpian Sen, fifty 
miles below that city, having run a courfe of 
between two and three thoufand miles, being 
deep enough, great part of the way, to carry 
large fhips ; but the mouth of it is fo choaked 
up with find, that loaded fhips cannot enter 
it ; for which reafon, the Ruffian fhips lie at 
an ifiand without the mouth of the Wolga. 
It is by this river, that the Ruffian merchants 
of England are endeavouring to eflablifh a 
trade with Perfia. 

(g) Roflof, or Roflova, ead longitude 40. 
latitude 57. 20. a town of Ruffia, in the pro- 
vince of Mofcow, capital of the territory of 
Roflof, fituate one hundred and twenty miles 
north-eafl of Mofcow. 


CHAP. V. , 

The Author has the Honour to be admitted into the Prefence of the Czar. 
The folemn Manner in ’which the Ruffians confecrate their Water ; 
with a particular Defcription of a fne Fire-work at Mofcow. 

j.n. 5 . TT has been a conftant cuftom for the weicn. They are accompanied with the 
1 Czars of Mufcovy, ever fince the Princes, Lords, and other illuflrious per- 

Vifitsoc tin- year 1649, to vifit their own principal fonages belonging to the court. In the 

Uui ' courtiers, and fome foreigners of diftinc- year 1702. this ceremony was folemnized 

tion, either in the city of Mofcow itfelf, on the third of January old flile. The 

or in the Slabode of the Germans, fome firft vifit which his Czarian Majefty at that 

fhort time before Twelfth-Day. The time made, was to Mr. Brandts, to whofe 

perfon thus honoured, always makes a lioufe the Czar came about nine in the 

fuitablc entertainment, which, in the morning, attended by about three hun- 

Rufiian language, is termed, t^eir Sla- dred perfons ; fome in fledges, and fome 
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1^02 on horfeback. The tables were all de- 
cently covered, and ferved immediately, 
tl firft with a great variety of cold meats, 

4 and afterwards with a great number of 

hot difhes. The company were very jo- 
vial, and free, and there were liquors of 
all forts in abundance. His Majefty tar- 
ried till two in the afternoon, and then 
withdrew ; and from thence, he and his 
retinue went dire&ly to vifit Mr. Lups ; 
where they were entertained in the fame 
elegant manner, and from thence again 
made divers other vifits en paflant. Thefe 
formal vifits thus paid, they reforted in 
proper time to the feveral houfes that were 
prepared before-hand for their refpeflive 
receptions. The next day, he honoured 
Mr. Hulft, our refident, and feveral 
others with his company. This minifter, 
after having made mention of me to his 
Majefty, thro’ the recommendation of 
Mr. Witfen, burgo-mafter, and one of 
the principal counfellors at Amfterdam, 
was pleated to honour me with a kind 
invitation, and gave orders for my being 


had feen his Mi/jcfty's picture at Sir God-i 
frey Kneller’s, in London, which had 
made fo deep an imprefiion on my mind, 
that I was morally aftured I could not be 
mifiaken. As this anfwer, I found, did 
not give him perfect fatisfadion, I added, 
that I had the honour, moreover, to fee 
him come from court, when he was 
pleafed to vifit Mr. Brandts. With this 
anfwer he feemed better pleafed than the 
former. He then alked me what towns- 
man I was; who my parents were; what 
brothers and fillers I had, and whether 
they were living or dead. Having made 
proper anfwers immediately to thefe fa- 
miliar interrogatories, he alked me fome 
queftions in regard to my former travels j 
in what year I commenced them ; how 
long I continued abroad ; in what man- 
ner I purfued my travels; and what way 
I returned home. After that, he 
verfed with me about (a) Egypj^Yne ri- 
ver* (b) Nile, and the j^rffous city of 
(c) Grand Cairo; its §jrt£nt and particular 
buildings ; then Jje’afked me about what 
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planted in a particular room^r^^Eioh,.,, jft.ate and condjfltfn Old Cairo and (d)A\rx- 
his Czarian Majefty w^-tSpafs. The ancfnl'weny in when I was there Jaft, 

Knez, or Prince, of ■Troebetfkooy came and divers ofh««,^djacent places ; adding 

by mere accident into the fame room withal, ^nat he walKyery fenfible there 

where I was in waging; and having no was another place calleayV,) Alexandrctta, 

knowledge of me, bot,pgrceiymg me t o or IcfT er Alexandria. /\ thereupon in- 

k “ * - j1 - - J — - 1 ’’ formecTTurtv, that the place la ft 


be a foreigner, afked me, in Italian, 
with the ntmoft complaifance, whether’ 

I underftood that language ; I anfwered V 
him, in the affirmative, with all due 
refpe<ft: whereupon, with a fefmTtar 
pleafure, 1 1 ^ ^ 


entered 



with regar 
fome other 
b< 


ich we" nad 
drew 


men- 
tioned was. the fea-port town for Aleppo, 
and- jwetjuainted him with the exait di- 
ftance that they were from each other. 
^ This converfation pafied all in Dutch, and 
’ation ‘■'■'fiis Majefly nrsS‘~pleafed to delire me to 
continue IpeaKHjg in my own native lan- 
guage, as he urNqrftood me perfcdly 


to 


is our 


v» 
train to 


interview, 'yfilvto gratify h^.cu-- - p»r^r£ of 

merous Ruffian 'Lprds 




nd it was 


hedidLo; for he'ex 
our 


whertf I ftooJ. As I 
wa^ttffway&yipproken five of l^jng his 
..-d'pfa jefty^foon,. ! was in a kind 
ii» >u S— tor '* dt firft ; J»bt upon aa^tTITruediate re- 
collection, Pmade my addWs to ifyn with 
all due defence and refpeCt^— If 
ed a littl^ ftartlcd at it, and afked me in 
the Dutch language, how I came to 
know he was .the Czar, and by what 


AWi ad> 
inft to the 
Catf, 
wkfclh. 
tCttvtirfa- 
) that 

Ut- 


vident afterwards 
ained the whole 
conference to the 
^ that attended him, with 
that acc&tgcy and fmedqtn, that perfectly 
furprifed both our refident, and all the 
MU^tive s of Holland who had the honour 
tonfear him. — He then dire&ed me to 
addrefsWiy difeourfe to the Kncz before- 
mentioned, in the Italian language, as he 
understood that better than Dutch, and 
fo left me. After he had fpent three full 
hdurs at leaf! with our refident, he made 


means P — I made anfwer diredtly, that^v'' feveral oilier fhorter vifits in the Slabode, 

1 . it 
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i7oi\ it being then the laft clyy } for the grand which a large weight of lead was affixed, 1701 

'*~*~*>l feftival appointed for the confecration of in order to make them fink into the wa- V "^ v 

the water, was to be folemnized the next, ter. The patriarch, or pried, who was 

and Monday was the fixth of January appointed to perform the intended cere- 
old ftile. That very day the fon of Ge- mony, flood on the highefl flop, which 
neral Bories Petrowitz Czeremetof ar- was level with the water, and the water 

rived at court 5 and during the time that in this place was at lead eight feet deep, 

his Czarian Majefty was at church, he feveral large, fcarlet carpets, .furrounded 

communicated to him the agreeable news with a fquare inclofure, forty-five paces 

that the Swedes had been defeated by the from angle to angle, or one hundred and 

Mufcovites in (j) Livonia, which is about eighty paces in circumference', were fpread 

five or fix leagues from the town of De- upon the ground. This mclofure had two 

ript. He affiircd him that, in this bat- others, in the nature of balluftrades, each 

tie, the enemy loft near 4000 men ; four paces diftant from the other, and 
that feveral hundreds had been taken pri- four feet in heighth, and covered in the 
foners) and that feveral fuperior officers fame manner with proper carpets. On 
were amongft them. This nobleman, the weftern fide, and near the brink of 
who was in the heat of the a&ion him- the hole, two altars were erefted. There 
felf, and had been difpatched by his fa- were four feveral entrances to them, the 
ther with thefc credentials, deported him- ^ l ar g e ft whereof was to the fouthward of 
felf in fuch a handfome manner, that heocthe caftle-gate. Thefe doors likewife 
diffufed a general joy throughout the were painted, indeed, but after an inde- 
whole court. The grand feftival ,laft-__ gant manner, and embelliflicd with one 
mentioned is annually folemnized in com- hieroglyphic or another. After I had taken 
memoration of our BlefTed Saviour’s Na- a full furvey of what I have been hi- 
tivity, of which I was an eye-witnefs. therto talking of, I went to a commo- 
Fcftiva! of On one fide of the caftle, erc&ed on the dious eminence, not far diftant from the 
ihc conic- r i ver Toufa, a fquare hole, of about thir- caftle, between the two cates, on one 

ciation of ~ r x ' , f . , . ^ Jp 

their w teen feet from corner to corner, that is to fide of that which the Ruffians call T*y- 
,us * fay, fifty-two feet in circumference, was naimfki, or the private gate, in order to 
made in the ice. This hole was inclofed have a full view of the proccffion as it 

by an elegant piece of wood-work, pafied through. About eleven in tlie 

having a column, or pillar, at each angle, forenoon it began to move, from the 

which fupported a fort of cornifli, whereon church of Saboor, that is to fay, from 

four feveral pannels were painted in the the place of the aflpmbly of the faints, 

form of arches j and at each angle, a fituate in the caftle, and the piincipal 

ftatue reprefenting one of the four Evan- church, moreover, in all Mofcow. This 

gelifts ■, and over all two fort of femi- grand proccffion was wholly compofcd of 

domes, on the middle whereof was a the Ruffian clergy, fome few laymen 

large crofs. Thefe pannels, which were only excepted, dreft in their common 

painted within as well as without, were habiliments, who led the van, with 

cmbellifhed with the pidtures of the ftandards in their hands, made faft to 

Apoftles, and other Patriarchs of the ftaves. The priefts were all dreft in their 

New Tcftament. The mod beautiful canonical robes, and made a very fine ap- 

pidturc of them all, however, facing pearance. The inferior clergy, and the 

the eaft of the river, was the re- monks, in all about two hundred, ad- 

prefentation of our Bleffed Lord’s bap- vanced firft, preceded, however, by a 

tifm by St. John in the river (g) Jordan, great number of choirifters and finging- 

with four angels on the right. On the boys, dreft in their ufual cloaths, and 

outfide of each of thefe pannels were the each with a book in his hand. They 

figures of five angels heads with wings on were guarded on each fide by a detach- 

their ffiouldcrs. On the weft fide of this ment of foldiers, all under arms ; whilft 

fquare hole, there were four .fteps, to others went with ftaves in their hands to 

f clear 
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£ dnyo2 clear the way. After them walked about 

• *£»*'>■' three hundred of their prelates, all dreft 
in their epifcopal habits. The twelve 
that went foremoft were metropolitans, 
cr cardinals, in a drefs which the Ruffians 
commonly call a Sackofte. After ihefe, 
went four archbiffiops, three bifhops, 
and a great number of Archimandrites, 
or fuperiors of convents. After about 
two hundred of thefe laft were gone by, 
every thing was difplayed, that thefe 
priefts carried in pofleffion. Some had 
poles, with a lanthorn affixed to the end 
of each of them, emblematically repre- 
fenting the true Light of the Gofpel ; 
either to do honour to the pictures of the 
faints, or elfe to give themfelves an air of 
grandeur and importance. Others again 
bore two cherubkns, called in their lan- 
guage, Lepieds, at the end of two poles, 
in the fame manner as the former. Then 
followed two erodes; after them the re- 
prelentation of our Blcfivd Saviour at 
half-length, and ahnoft as big as the life; 
then a large folio book ; and after that, 
twenty gold and filver caps, decorated 
with real jewels, or other precious ftones; 
but each was carried fingly by an officer 
appointed for that purpofe. When the 
ceremony was over, the principals of 
thofe that were prefent appeared in thofe 
caps. That of the Metropolitan, in par- 
ticular, being made of gold, and decked 
with pearls and precious ftones. The 
fuperior part of the prelates likewife wear 
thefe caps, which they call Mietris, and 
we mitres. This metropolitan, who per- 
fonated the patriarch, followed the large 
book dire&ly, holding in his hand a large 
crofs of gold, embeHifbed with jewels, 
which every now and then touched his 
forehead. He had a pried; on each fide 
of him for his fupporters. When they were 
arrived, in this order, at the river-fide, 
and their other ceremonies, which were 
at Icafi; half an hour in their performance, 
were all over, the metropolitan approach- 
ed the water, and dipt his crofs into it 
three feveral times, making ufe of the 
patriarch’s words in their own language, 
the purport whereof is, May God prefervt 
■ his people , and blefs his inheritance ! After 
this benediction, they all returned towards 
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the cadle ; the civo hundred priefts whe iyca 
preceded the folemnity only excepted 
for they difperfed. All fuch as had either 
the faccrdotal, or cpilcopal drefs on, went 
back in form, and in good order. I ob- 
ferved two men, very meanly dreft, a- 
mongft feveral others, with a tub, or 
fomething like it; but as it was covered 
up with a cloth, I could not well tell 
what to make of iu There was another 
vefiel followed this, which was carried in 
the fame manner as the former ; after 
that, another ordinary perfon went with 
a pewter flagon full of the river-water, 
which, having been blefted in form, was 
conveyed to the caftle, in order to fprin- 
kle and purify the apartment , as well as 
the paintings. No fooner was the pro- 
ceffion returned, but they hurried away 
all the materials that ferved as an orna- 
ment to the water : and I remember, par- 
ticularly, that a Mufco-’itc plunged a large 
broom into the hole, with which he very 
plentifully befprinkled the populace round 
about; but I did not perceive that it had 
any material influence over them. In 
this part of the folemnity, indeed, there 
feemed to be fomething very low, and 
extremely bfurd. This proceffion, which 
lafted till two in the afternoon, had drawn 
together a vafl conconrfe of fpetfntors; 
and it was a (hew, indeed, that would have 
been worth any one’s feeiifg, had them 
been nothing befides, nothing to give 
difguft. It had a vciy good cfFc<5>, it 
muft be allowed, upon the river; for, 
as the caftlc flood on a riling ground, we 
could from thcncc fee all the whole croud, 

*vcn thofe that had got upon the wall, 
without the leaft interruption. As we 
were on our reKirn home, however, and 
had got to the Caftle gate, there was 
fuch a throUg-, or mob, that it was with 
no fnvall difficulty that we made our 
way through it. Our curiofity, in ffiort, 
had like to have coft us too dear, befides 
the rifque we ran by (landing fo mar.y 
hours fucceflivdy in the fnow. 

In former times, this grand feftival 
wit's folemnized with much more pomp 
and magnificence than it has been for 
fome years laft pad ; for then their Czariart 
Majeftiee, and all the grandees of the 
* court 
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A grand 
fire-work. 


A grand 

entertain* 

ment. 
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Vourt made a part of thVproceftion ; the 
'prefent Czar, however, has lately made 
a great many very effential alterations in 
this public ceremony, and indeed in divers 
others ; of which we (hall give our rea- 
ders a more particular and diftindl account 
in another place. 

On the ninth of this inftant January, 
it not only began to thaw, but to rain 
likewife ; the weather being at that time 
more warm and open than it had been 
before for feveral years. 

On the eleventh, there were great de- 
monftrations of public joy on account of 
their fignal victory before-mentioned over 
the Swedes. In the Bizat, or market-place, 
which lies on one fide of the caftle, a 
grand fire-work was ere&ed, which ex- 
tended from one end of the fquare to the 
other j which lies in a bottom, and is 
very fpacious. The workmen had run up a 
large, but flight wooden edifice, full of 
windows, that faced the caftle, whesein 
his Czarian Majefty entertained the prin- 
cipal grandees of his court. The .foreign 
minifters were' likwife invited to par- 
take of this amufenxent ; and the Danifli 
minifter in particular, and the refident 
of Holland were then prefent, befides a 
great number of officers, and fubftantial 
merchants from beyond-fea. In order to 
caft an agreeable fhade over this building, 
as well as to embellifti it, there were 
three rows of large branches, like young 
trees, planted before it. At two in the 
afternoon, there was a grand entertain- 
ment, and about fix in the evening the 
fire-work began to be played off, which 
jailed till nine. It was raifed upon three 
large tables, or wooden theatres, which 
were very fpacious as well as lofty, where- 
on feveral figures were fattened to planks, 
and painted of a brown colour. The 
plan, or defign of this fire-work was 
perfectly new, and widely different from 
any thing of the kind I had ever feen be- 
fore. In the center, on the right-hand, 
there flood the figure of Time, as big 
again as the life, with an hour-glafs in 
one hand, and a palm-branch in the 
other, which was fupported by the figure 
of Fortune, of the fame fize, Handing on 
the left, with the following infection in 


the Ruffian language, Let God therefore 1702 
be praifedl On the left, towards the 
building, where his Majefty and his 
counfellors fat, there was the trunk of a 
tree planted, with a beaver bufily em- 
ployed in gnawing it, with this inferip- 
tion, in the fame language, By perfeve *• 
ranee, thou Jhalt be torn up by the roots. 

Upon the third theatre, or table, on the 
other fide, there was another trunk of a 
tree placed, with a young branch {hoot- 
ing from it, and at a fmall diftance from 
that, the reprefentation of the fea in a 
perfedl calm, whereon appeared a demi- 
fun, which, when fet fire to, looked 
very red, with this infeription, There are 
now fome hopes again. Between each 
theatre, there were feveral little fquare 
pieces of fire-works, which continued to 
burn j and each of them had its parti- 
cular device. The fecond of thefe laft- 
mentioned little pieces, near which I 
happened to ftand, and which was firft 
fet on fire by his Czarian Majefty him- 
felf, reprefented a crofs, with four feveral 
arms; the third a vine-branch ; the fourth 
a bird-cage, each with different inferip- 
tions. As all of them were illuminated 
after the Dutch manner, there was no 
great difficulty in the explication of their 
various defigns. In the middle of the 
fquare likewife was eredled a large Nep- 
tune, fitting aftride on a dolphin, and on 
each fide of him, a great variety of little 
fire-works planted on the ground, fur- 
rounded with piles, to which cafes, or 
fufees, were fixed, and had a very fine 
effett; fome of them forming a golden 
fliower, whilft others threw out a vaft 
number of little glittering ftars. Juft 
before thefe fire- works were played off, 
feveral of the Ruffian clergy, and other 
perfons of diftindtion, who fat in the 
building with his Czarian Majefty, re- 
moved from their feats, and withdrew to 
a covered place, in the midft of all this 
machinery, in order to perform fome 
particular rites and ceremonies. There 
was a guard of foldiers over the gate- way 
of this lodge, which .was adorned with a 
great number of ftandards. In fhort, 
the vaft concourfe of people which flocked 
to the market-place on this public occa- 

fion 
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fion was inexpreffible. The Czar's fitter 
likewife, and a great number of fine la- 
dies, who accompanied her, were prefent 
at this public fpedtacle, and feated in a 
tower at one angle of the fquare. There 
iVas another tower, one of the higheft in 
this part of the town, which was finely 
illqminated from top to bottom. Each 
of the large theatres before* mentioned 
burned for near a quarter of an hour 
without intermifiion. At the fame* time 
we heard the report of the artillery, 
which had been difeharged before the en- 
tertainment. As foon as the fire-works 
were all over, the tables were all covered 
again. As for my part, I withdrew to 
the Slabode, and at about ten, I heard 
the report of at leatt: ninety guns more ; 
and indeed feveral after them. What 
feemed very remarkable, and fomething, 
I thought, very extraordinary, was this, 
that, notwithftanding fuch a night of 


public rejoicing, and fuch a prodigious 
throng of all fon's of people, there was 
not the leatt diforder or confufion : but 
this, indeed, mutt be aferibed to the par- 
ticular care that was taken to have a fuf- 
ficient number of guards and foldiers fo 
properly planted as to prevent all manner 
of tumult. Notwithftanding all this 
precaution, there was, however, a kind 
of fkirmifh between a parcel of noify 
French officers, and fome fwords were 
drawn near his Majefty’s lodge; but to 
prevent any farther ill confequences, there 
was a port put up*near the Dutch church, 
in the German Slabode, to which were 
affixed a fword and an ax, with proper 
labels thereto, in the Ruffian, Latin, and 
German languages, whereby all perfons 
whomfoever were ftridtly enjoined not to 
draw a fword, or fight a duel upon pain 
of death. 



Occafional Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 


( a ) Egypt, fituate in the north eaft part of 
Africa, between thirty and thirty-fix degrees 
of eaft longitude, and between twenty-one and 
thirty-one degrees of north latitude, bounded 
by the Levant, or Mediterranean Sea, on the 
north by the Red Sea, and the Ifthmus of 
Sues, which divides it from Arabia, on the 
eaft by Abyflinia, or Ethiopia Superior, on 
.the fouth, and by the delarts of Barea and 
Nubia on the weft, being fix hundred miles in 
length from north to fouth, and from one 
hundred to two hundred in breadth from eaft 
to weft ; the river Nile, which rifes in Abyf- 
finla, running the whole length of it from 
fouth to north, and overflowing it annually, 
beginning to rife in the months of May or 
June, and is at the height ufually in Septem- 
ber, from which time the waters decreafc till 
May or June again. There being no other 
water in the country, (or not more than two 
fprings) they were under a neceflity of build- 
ing their towns on the banks of the Nile, on 
fome eminences, natural or artificial ■, Co that 
on the overflowing of the river, they look like 
fo many iflands, which have no other com- 
munication than by boats. The lower Egypt 
is contained in a triangular ifland, made by 
the Levant, and the two chief branches of 
the Nile, which dividing five miles below 
Cairo, one branch takes its courfe to the north* 
wtft, and falls into the Levant at Rofletto, 


and the other north-eaft, falling into the fea 
at Damietta, the antient Pelufium ; thefe 
mouths being about an hundred miles afunder. 
This part of the country called the Delta, or 
Lower Egypt, having the greateft advantage 
by the overflowing of the Nile, is much the 
moft fruitful, but not the moft healthful, the 
mud which covers it, after the flood is gone, 
fending up an unwholfome vapour. The 
mountains and fands which inclofe Egypt on 
the eaft and weft would render the valley be- 
tween exceflive hot, if it were not for this an- 
nual flood ; nor would the foil produce much 
without it ; for the country is naturally 
barren, where the waters do not reach, and 
they have feldom any rain, unlefs in the 
Lower Egypt ; tho’ travellers relate, that they 
have fometimes fee n heavy fhowers even in 
Upper Egypt. They have canals cut quite 
through Upper Egypt to diftribute the water 
to their fields and gardens, and preferve it in 
the dry feafon ; and thefe they fill with great 
ceremony annually, when the river rifes to a 
certain height ; and by thefe means, Egypt is 
rendered the moft fruitful country in all Africa, 
fupplying Conftantinople, and other towns in 
European Turkey with corn, as it did Rome 
and Italy of old. They only harrow their 
grain into the mud, on the retiring of the 
waters, and, in March following, ufually 
have a plentiful harveft. As to their rice- 
K fields. 
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fields, they fupply them with water from 
their canals and refervoirs conftantly, this grain 
j always growing in water. Thofe lands that 
are not Town yield good crops of grafs for 
their cattle. No place in the workl, fays Mr. 
Sandys, is better furnifhed with grain, fkfh, 
fiffi, fugar, fruits, melons, roots, and other 
garden-fluff, than the Lower Egypt *, Oranges, 
lemons, figs, dates, almonds, caflu and 
plantains abound here *, and they have fome 
grapes, but not proper for wine ; which de- 
feat is, in lome meafure, fupplied by palm- 
wine. The country is exceflively hot for two 
or three months before the flood rifrs, and the 
mufketoes, or gnats, will not fufftr people to 
fleep in the night. The'fa-nds alfo are ex- 
tremely troublefome, infinuating themfclves 
into the elofets, chefts, and cabinets, and 
even into the bed-cloaths, making them as 
hot, as if they had been warmed with coals ; 
and thefe fands are, probably, the occafion of 
fore eyes, with which the natives are aLmoft 
univerfally afflidted in fummer. Fevers and 
fluxes are frequent in Autumn, and the fwcl- 
ling of the ferotum 5 but the greateft misfor- 
tune is the plague, which vifits them, at lead, 
once in feven years*, but when the Nile •be- 
gins to overflow, ’cis faid the plague, and all 
other difeafes are abated. It muft not be for- 
get alfo, that the hot winds are very troublc- 
fome in April and May, and one occafion of 
their fore-eyes as well as the fands. 

Among the curiofities of Egypt, the py- 
ramids are the mod confiderable *, they are 
built of done, but by whom, or when, no one 
knows *, the bafe of the larged taking up ten 
acres of ground, and running up to feven hun- 
dred feet perpendicular height ; eye- witnefles, 
however, frequently differ an hundred feet as to 
that article ; and indeed, the fands arc driven 
up fo high on the Tides, that it is impracticable 
to take the height exaClly. The mummy pits 
are another curiofity, which, with the pyra- 
mids, are on the welt-fide of the river, oppo- 
fite to Cairo *, in thefe pits have been thou- 
fands of imbalmed bodies interred, which 
have continued three or four thoufand years at 
lead •, the coffins are fet upright, in niches in 
the walls, and never Lid at length. 

Egypt is generally held to be fubjeft to the 
Grand Signior, and fo it is in part *, but his 
authority is extremely limited by the Egyptian 
Princes, who are all of them abfoluce in their 
refpc&ive territories \ and affemble at Caiio, 
in a kind of parliament, or great council, 
which fubmits to the Grand Signior's Baffa, or 
Vice-roy, no farther than they fee fit, and 
fometimes depofe him, and demand another 
of the Grand Signior, who is more acceptable 


to them; however, they fuffer the Grand 1702 
Signior to colled a revenue in their feveral 
didriCls, but by no means equal to what the 
country is able to pay ; and if more be de- 
manded ; or any innovations attempted •, it en- 
dangers a revolt. They come to Cairo with 
fuch bodies of troops as proteft them againft 
the arbitrary adminidration of the Baffa, and 
the only way he has to manage them, is by 
dividing them into parties, and Tiding with 
that party which is mod devoted to the Graod 
Signior. Thefe Egyptian Princes arc not na- 
tives of the country, neither ate they ever 
fucceeded by their children in their refpeCtivc 
governments, but by fome flavc, whom they 
appoint their fucceflbr ; and thefe are ufoally 
Oaves, purchafed in Georgia, or Circaffia. 

This is their conditution, as was that of the 
ancient Mamalukes *, no man could be a So- 
vereign, who had not been a Have, and pur- 
chafed in fome foreign country *, but out of 
thefe we mud except fome Chiecks, or Arab 
Chiefs, who are proprietors of villages, or 
fmall dirt riels in the country *, thefe are fuc- 
ceeded by their children, on paying a fine, or 
fmall rent, to the government. The religion 
of the governors of the country is Mahometan ; 
but the Cophtis, the poderity of the ancient 
Egyptians, the Greeks and Latins are Chri- 
dians, but of different fefts *, and there are 
befides a great number of Jews at Cairo, and 
in the great towns, where any thing is to be 
got. 

(b) Nile, the great river of Egypt in Africa, 
has its fource in Abyfilnia, or the Upper 
Ethiopia, in twelve degrees of north latitude. 

It runs generally from fouth to north, thro* 
Abyfilnia into Egypt, and then continues its 
courfe north in one dream, till it comes bclovr 
Cairo to the Delta, where it divides *, one branch 
difeharging itfelf into the Mediterranean at 
Damieta, and the other an hundred miles to 
the wedward of it at Rofetca. In the upper 
part of the dream, we have been told, that 
there are dreadful catararts, where the water 
falls in ffieets, from high precipices ; but later 
travellers of credit of our own nation allure 
us, that there are no fuch catara< 5 ls, only fome 
rocks, which indeed hinder navigation *, but 
the water does not fall in fiicets from high 
hills or precipices, as wa9 currently reported 
by the ancient and moderns till very lately. 

It funs, *tis obferved, thro* the hilly country 
of Upper Egypt, with greater rapidity than it 
does thro’ the Delta, or Lower Egypt, where 
the country is level ; which is the cafe of many 
other rivers. There are great rejoicings every 
year, when the Nile riles to a certain heighr, 
a their 
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tyoz their future harveft depending on it. The 
juft height of the inundation, according to 
Pliny, is fixteen cubits ; when it arifes but to 
twelve or thirteen, a famine is expc&ed, and 
when it exceeds fixteen, there is danger appre- 
hended j the moderns do not exaiftly agree 
with the antients about the height of the in- 
undation ; but there is no great difference in 
their accounts. The river begins ufually to 
arife in May or June •, and there ftands a pil- 
lar on an ifland oppofite to Old Cairo, divided 
into Picks, a meafure of about two feet, to 
obfcrve hoW much it rifes } and when it is 
high enough, the Khalis, or great canal is 
cut, from whence it is conveyed into other 
refervoirs and cifterns, to be diftributed to 
their fields and gardens as they want it. As 
to the Delta, or Lower Egypt, that is all 
overflowed ; there needs no Art to carry it 
into their fiel Is. This part of the country is 
always fowed with rice therefore, which grows 
in water. Thtir towns, Handing on little emi- 
nencies, during the flood appear like fo many 
little i (lands. This overflowing of the Nile is 
occafioned by the periodical rains, which an- 
nually fall within the tropics, where the fource 
of the Nile is > and that which makes the 
flood the greater is, that Ethiopia, or Abyf- 
flnia, where it riles, is full of high mountains, 
from whence the waters fhoot in torrents, 
and fwell the river beyond its ufual bounds. 

(c) Grand Cairo, eaft longitude 32. lati- 
tude 30. the capital of Egypt, in Africa, is 
firuate in a plain, at the foot of a mountain, 
two miles eaft of the bank of the river Nile] 
and an hundred miles fouth of the mouth of 
that river. The town is ren miles in circum- 
ference, and may contain a million of inhabi- 
tants, and fome have computed them at five 
millions, which muft be a miftakr, tho’ ’tis 
certain they arc very numerous, thirty or forty 
people frequently lodging in one houfe. Their 
private buildings make a mean appearance on 
the outfide, but are often very richly furnilhed 
and adorned within •, and their chief mofques, 
or temples, arc very magnificent. The caftle 
ftands on the top of a- hill on the fouth- fide of 
the city, and is three miles round, of great 
antiquity, but hardly fo ancient as the natives 
give out, who imagine it was built by the 
Patriarch Jofcph, and fliew a well, near the 
top of it, that is little lefs than three hundred 
feet deep, and is the only well almoft in all 
the country. There is a grand Bazar, or 
market-place, in the middle of the city ; but 
the ftreets are generally narrow, except the 
Khali, or grand canal, which runs thro’ the 
tniddlp of it from one end to the ocher, into 
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which they let the water of the river Kile, 1702 
when it rifes to a certain height ) and from ww 
this canal the water is let into others, and di- 
ftributed to the adjacent fields and gardens. 

The Khalis remains dry one half of the year, 
and appears a fpacious ftreer. The plague 
ufually vifits Cairo once in three or four years, 
and is obferved to decreafe as the waters of the 
Nile rife. Either on the fite of this city, or 
near it, it is fuppoftd, that the ancient Egyp- 
tian Babylon ftood. The Englifti and other 
Europeans have their conl'uls and faftors here 
at this day, for the protedlion and manage- 
ment of the Turkey trade on that fide. 

(d) Alexandria, eaft longitude 31. 15. la. 
titude 30. 40. a great city and port-town of 
the Lower Egypr, in Africa, fituate fourteen 
miles weft of the moft wcfteily bunch of the 
river Nile, and one hundred and twenty miles 
north-weft of the city of Grand Cairo. The 
old town was about fevrn miles in circum- 
ference, built by Alexander the Great,' and 
ftill called Scandria by the Turks ; but ex- 
cept one long ftreet, which faces the harbour, 
it iS only a heap of ruins at this day ; there is 
little left (landing but patt of the walls, winch 
have great fquare towers, at the diftance of two 
hundred paces, and a little tower between them ; 
every one of the great towers could contain 
two hundred foJdiers, and had a cittern in ir, 
to which the water of the Nile was conveyed ] 
and the cifterns ftill ferve to receive the rain- 
water, and what is brought them from the 
Nile j for Alexandria ftands in a barren, dc- 
fart country, where there are neither fprings 
nor rivers, tho’ it was once the capital of 
Egypt, and had the greateft trade of any 
town in the world, when the fpices and trea- 
fures of the Eaft-Indies were brought hither) 
and from hence diftributed all over Europe ; 
which was, in a great meafure, loft, when the 
Portuguefe found the way to the Eaft-Indies, 
round Africa, about the year i 4 oo; however, 
it has ftill a good foreign trade. The Jand, 
on which the town ftands is fo low, that the 
feamen can hardly difeern it till they are very 
near, which was the occafion of ere&ing the 
celebrated Pharos, or high watch-tower here, 
fo often mentioned in hiftory. The gates of 
the town are ftill compofed of Thebaic and 
Granite marble ; but the fineft piece of anti- 
quity left, is Pompey's Pillar, being one en- 
tire piece of Granite marble, fevenry feet high, 
and twenty-five in circumference. Alexandria, 
and the reft of Egypt is /iibjeft to the Grand 
Signior, who feems, however, to have a li- 
mited authority, being often obliged to fob- 
mit the Udminiftration of the government 
* to 
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to the humours of the petty Princes of 
Egypt. 

(e) Alexandretta, other wife called Scande- 
roon, eaft longitude 35. latitude 36. 15. a 
port-town of Afiatic Turkey, fituatc on the 
coaft of the lefier Afia, fifty miles north-eaft 
of the I (land of Cyprus. It is the port-town 
to Aleppo, with which the Englifh, and 
other European merchants have a confiderable 
trade. 

(f) Livonia, anciently a province of Po- 
land, but fince of Sweden, and now of Ruflia, 
is bounded by the gufph of Finland on the 
north, by Ingria and Great Novogorod on the 
eaft, by Lithuania and Courland on the fouth, 
and by the Baltic, or Livonian Sea, on the 
weft, being about one hundred and fixty miies 
long, from north to fouth, and an hundred an 
twenty broad, and is ufually fubdivided into 
two parts ; that on the north called Eaftonia, 
or Eaftland, and that on the fouth Lettenland, 
or Letticia •, the chief towns whereof are 
Narva, Revel and Riga, all of them good 
harbours* It is a country, fruitful in corn, with 
which it fupplies Sweden, Germany, and 
many other countries. And as it is extremely 
well fituated for a foreign trade, and abounds 
with commodious harbours, it has been con- 
tended for many hundred years, by the 
neighbouring nations, and fometimes poffeffed 
by one, and fometimes by others ; fo that the 
inhabitants are a mixture of Germans, Danes, 
Poles, Swedes, and Ruffians. Terrible were 
the calamities which this country fuffered in 
the beginning of this century *, for whilft the 
Ruffians and Swedes were contending for the 
dominion of it, the Czar Peter the Great, 


doubting whether he fhould be able to main- 
tain the poffeffion of that part of the country 
which he had taken from the Swedes, per- 
mitted the Calmucs, and other Tartars of his 
army, to commit unheard of barbarities. And 
at length, when the Czar had made an entire 
conqueft of the country, obferving the natives 
to be more inclined to their old mailers the 
Swedes than to Ruffia, he compelled the na- 
tives to abandon their country, and drove 
multitudes of them in chains as far as the con- 
fines of the Cafpian Sea *, though the Czarina 
Catharine prevailed on the Czar afterwards to 
recal them, (he being a native of this country *, 
but molt of them perilhed before that edift 
was publifhed. The Livonians alfo were af- 
flicted by plague and famine, and their coun- 
try mifeiably harrafled and laid wade before 
they were driven from it, and other Ruffian 
nations being introduced here, the Czarina 
now remains in the quiet poffeffion of all 
Livonia, 

(g) Jordan, a river of Afiatic Turkey, in 
the province of Judea, or Paleftine, rifing in 
Mount Libanus, in the north, runs fouth 
quite through the country a courfe of about 
one hundred and fifty miles, forming two 
lakes ; the firfl, which is almoft dry in fum- 
mer, called the Sea of Galilee, and the Lake 
of Tiberias, and fometimes the Lake of Ge- 
nezereth, being about twelve miles long, and 
eight broad •, the other called the Dead, or 
Salt Sea, where Sodom and Gomorrah flood ; 
is about feventy miles long, and fixteen broad •, 
but the ordinary channel of the river Jordan 
is not above twenty yards broad at prefent, 
and difeharges itfelf into the lake, called the 
Dead Sea. 
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A very rigorous Execution at Mofcow j an Account of the magnificent 
Nuptials of one of his Czarian Majefly s particular Favourites. The 
Author has the Honour to be admitted into the Prefence of the Emprefs , 
his Majeflies Brother s Widow . 


O N the nineteenth of this month 
there was a raoft fevere and (hock- 
ing execution at (a) Mofcow : A woman 
who had murdered her hulband had fen- 
tence palled upon her to be bunded alive 


in the ground up to the Ihoulders. I had 
the curiofity to take a view of her under 
thofe deplorable circumftances, and to 
all outward appearance, her countenance 
was not changed.. A white linnen cloth 

had 
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had been at firft tied round about her 
head and neck; but (he procured it to 
be taken off, becaufe it was bound To 
tight that it almoft choaked her. There 
were three or four foldiers ordered to at- 
tend her, and permit no manner of fufte- 
nance to be given her, in order to pro- 
long her life. . 

The populace, however, were not pre- 
vented from throwing into her grave what 
number of Kopukkes, or little pieces of 
money they thought proper to beftow 
upon her ; for which adls of indulgence 
fhe returned her thanks by a fubmiffivc 
nod with her head. The fmall money 
that is thus collected is for the moft part 
expended in little tapers, which are light- 
ed up in commemoration of fuch parti- 
cular faints as the delinquent then invokes, 
and fet in a coffin. It is very probable, 
that the guards, appointed to attend on 
thefe unhappy wretches, fecurc fome part 
of thefe benefadlions, and apply it pri- 
vately towards their own rcfrefhment, 
for many of them live in this fhocking 
condition for fome confiderable time. 
This woman, however, died in two days 
after I firft faw her. On the very fame 
day there was a man likewife buried 
alive ; but for what crime in particular 
I cannot determine. In the profecution 
of this account of mine, I fhall expatiate 
more largely on the manner of their ad- 
minifiring juftice in this country ; 
but fhall drop that topic for the prefent, 
that I may proceed in my narrative with 
refpedt to order of time. 

On the twenty- fixth of this inftant 
was tolemnized, with great pomp and 
magnificence, the nuptials of a peculiar 
favourite of the Czar, one, by name, 
Ficlaet Prienewitz Soufkie, a Mofcovitc 
Nobleman, with the Knezna, or Princefs 
Mary Swrjovena Schorkofskaja, filler of 
the Knez Eedder Swerwitz Schorkofskaja, 
who was as great a favourite with the 
Czar as the bridegroom. To the cele- 
bration of thefe nuptials, this Prince in- 
vited the principal Lords and Ladies of 
the court, fevcral of the foreign minifiers, 
and a great number of fuch merchants 
and their wives as were not natives. All 
the guefis in general had particular orders 
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for being dreft in the antient mode oo- 170a 
ferved in that country, and more or Id's 
richly, according to a certain regulation 
for that purpofe preferibed. This wedding 
was kept in the Slabode of the Germans, 
at the Hotel of General Le Force, who 
was then lately deceafed. It is a fpacious 
edifice, and erected in the Italian tafte. 

You go up to it by a flight of fteps both 
to the right and left, on account of its 
extent ; and when you are in, the apart- 
ments are all very grand and magnificent. 

There is a very fine Salon likewife, which 
was hung with .rich tapeflry, and in 
which the ceremony was performed. In 
one part, were two large leopards to be 
feen, with collars round their necks j and 
with their fore-paws extended on an 
cfcutcheon all of folid filver. In another, 
the reprefentation of Atlas, with a large 
filver globe upon his fhoulders; befides 
feveral large fine wrought vafes, and other 
pieces of filver and gold plate ; a confi- 
derable part whereof was brought from 
the Royal Trcafury on this joyful occa- 
fion. The place appointed for the in- 
tended cavalcade to meet at was in the 
city, at but a fmall difiancc from the 
caftle, in two grand buildings, which 
flood one di redly againll the other. The 
Grand Duke himl'elf, as well as the 
gucils that had received invitations, re- 
torted early in the morning to thefe two 
commodious places for their reception ; 
that is to lay, the gentlemen repaired to 
the one, and the ladies to the others 
From thence they began to move about 
ten o’clock ; in order to proceed in form 
to the caftle, in the center whereof I had 
planted myfelf, that I might be a fpedutor 
of this grand cavalcade, which, as the 
weather was exceeding fine, made a much 
better appearance than otherwife it would 
have done. In the firft place, the Czar 
in perfon appeared, mounted on a pam- 
pered, black courfer, dreft in a moft mag- 
nificent cloth of gold j his mantle, or 
robe, which was thrown over it, was 
embcllifhed with divers figures of varie- 
gated colours, and on his head, he wore 
a large fcarlet fur-cap, not unlike a Tur- 
kifii turbet. His horfe was richly capa- 
rifoned with a fine gold houfing, having 
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on each of his fore-legs, a filver hoop of 
about four inches at leaft in breadth; 
The majeftic air of this grand Prince, 
who appears to a great advantage on 
horfe-back, contributed greatly to the 
pomp and grandeur of the (hew, which, 
to fpeak ingenuoufly, was perfedlly Royal. 
On the left hand of his Majefty rode 
Prince Alexander Danielewitz de Men- 
zikof, dreft in as rich a cloth as the 
Czar, and on a horfe that was caparifoncd 
much after the fame manner as his mafter’s. 
The principal Knezes, or Princes, fol- 
lowed two and two, on horfeback, ac- 
cording to their rank, and all dreft much 
alike, amounting in the whole to about 
forty-eight or fifty. His Czarian Ma- 
jefty being thus pompoufly accompanied 
to the caftle, he halted there, till the 
reft of the company were all come up ; 
but in the mean time, he embraced every 
opportunity of fhewing the graces of his 
fine horfe, by making him prance and 
curvet at pleafure. This was done near 
the gate of the Ewaritz, or the court, 
where were his own apartments, and 
where over-head were feated the Princefs 


his fifter, the Emprefs, widow of the 
late Czar, and her three daughters, all 
feated, and expofed to public view. As 
he went under this gate, the Princefies 
paid their compliments to him in the 
mod refpedlful manner, which he re- 
turned with as good a grace. When 
thefe noblemen were thus pafled through, 
two and two as before- mentioned ; there 
advanced a great number of lights, fur- 
rounded by a crowd of valets ; and after 
them an hundred and twenty of the 
principal courtiers, two and two, and as 
richly dreft almoft as the former. Then 
came the Goods, or Cuftom-houfe of- 
ficers, our Dutch refident, and the reft 
of the foreign merchants, whofe cloaths 
and caps were quite different from any 
that had gone before them. They had 
all yellow-boots on, indeed, but made no 
figure or appearance in the leaft equal to 
the reft. Of thefe 'there were only about 
four and thirty ; infomuch that the ca- 
valcade might properly be faid to confift 
of. above two hundred perfons, all dreft 
in the gentcelcft manner. Severa^ of their 


horfes had filver bits; and others had 
filver chains about two fingers in breadth, 
and of a confrderable thicknefs, which 
hanging from the horfe's head to the 
bridle, and being faftened to the pum- 
mel of the faddle, made a very agree- 
able jingle. Some of their bits, indeed, 
were perfectly flat, and made only of 
block-tin. After thefe proceeded five 
fledges ; in the three firft of which were 
the three German doctors, and in the 
two laft, the twd mod antitnt of our 
Dutch merchants. Thefe were followed 
by a grand car, or chariot, covered over 
with fcarlet cloth, and intended for the 
two Emprefles. This is the title, or 
appellation, which is given by the Ruffians 
to thofe whom the Czar is pleated <0 no- 
minate and appoint ladies of ftate in this, 
or any other public ceremony of the like 
nature. The firft of thefe ladies, who 
was the confort of the Kncz Fodder 
Scuferwitz Romadanofki, who adls as 
Viceroy at Mofcow in the Czar’s nbftnce, 
happened to be indifpofed, and could not 
therefore poffibly be prefent ; fo that the 
other lady, who was the confort of Iva- 
nawitz Boetcrlieu, was obliged to appear 
alone. She had on her head a fnial!. 
White, high- crowned felt-hat, with a 
narrow brim, with two maids of honour, 
who were feated over-againff her, in this 
car, or chariot, which was drawn by 
twelve white horfes, and furrounded by 
fervants in fCarlet liveries. This car was fol- 
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them were much fmallcr, and each dra 
by two horfes only, tho’ their coverii 
indeed, was of the fame cloth ; in < 
of which was the bride, and the Ruff 
ladies in the reff. Amongft thefe ve 
clcs, there Wks a little defpicablc fled 
faftened to the tail of as contemptible 
horfe, and in it was feated a little folk 
of a very mean afpett, who made as-b 
an appearance to the full as his carrias 
and dreft like a Jew. I imagined he vi 
thus made a public fpe&acle of for for 
crime he had committed ; and fo up< 
enquiry I found that it was intended 
expofe and puniffi him, he being a Te 
by extraction, but a profelyte it feem, 
to the Chriftian faith. After thefe cyi 
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(even other fledges, filled with Dutch 
ladies, and thefe were followed by a few 
empty chariots, which clofed the pro- 
ceflion. In this order, they all went 
through the caftle, and from thence 
through one part of the city, as far as 
the church of Bogojaftenja, that is, of the 
Annunciation, where the nuptials were 
folemnized in the prefence of his Czarian 
Majefty, and a numerous concourft of 
other illuftrious perfonages belonging to 
the court. * Having gratified my curiofity 
thus far, I returned to my lodgings ; and 
after that, I pitched upon as commo- 
dious a feat as I could get in the Slabode, 
in order to fee the company take their 
tour to the place where the grand enter- 
tainment was to be when church was 
over. They did not come till three in 
the afternoon ; being then about five 
hundred in number, both fexes included. 
However, the gentlemen went into one 
apartment, and the ladies into another, 
where there could be no interview. The 
Emprefs Dowager, the Czar’s filler, and 
her three daughters fat at one table, ac- 
companied with fome of the court ladies; 
and the bride at another, with fome of 
her particular female friends ; and flie 
who perlonated the Emprefs fat alone, 
and was raifed above the reft. The 
other ladies, whether Ruffian, or fo- 
reigners wives, were in another apart- 
ment; but the mufic was fo commo- 
dioufly placed, as to be heard in all places 
alike. When the entertainment was 
over, which was very grand and magni- 
ficent, and lafted feveral hours, the bride 
and bridegroom were conducted to the 
place, where the nuptials were propofed 
to be confuminated ; which was at a fmall 
edifice, erefted near the river Yullca, for 
that particular purpofe; where the bed 
that was prepared for their reception, 
•made but a very mean appearance. Tho’ 
mod of the company difperfed before 
twelve o’clock } yet a great part of them 
tarried in the Slabode, in houfes prepared 
for their reception, by the Czar’s exprefs 
command, in order that the Ruffians 
might with greater cafe meet again the 
day following at the fame place; and 
from thence proceed to the Hotel of 


Major General Mcnefius, whofe widow 
was then living. The lady, who perfo- 
rated the Emprefs, went thither in the 
night time; but the bride did not go till 
after break of day. The Czar himfelf 
fet out about ten that morning, without the 
attendance of any foreigners ; and after 
he had been there about an hour, he 
proceeded in good order to vifit Mr. Lups, 
who waited for him at the door, accom- 
panied by feveral Dutch merchants. He 
tarried there fome little time, with his 
retinue, but would not difmount, not- 
withftanding he was plentifully regaled 
with the bed of liquors. 

There was one occurrence, which I 
cannot forbear mentioning, as it created 
the company abundance of diverfion. 
The bridegroom was mounted upon a 
very fine Aone-horfe; and one of his 
companions on as fine a mare; both of 
them fnuffed the wind, and both were 
prepared for aft ion. Tho’ the bride- 

groom’s horfe did not fail to cover his 
friend’s mare ; yet the Lord, by his dex- 
terity and addrefs, got clear, without any 
misfortune ; whilft the bridegroom kept 
the faddle during the whole amorous ope- 
ration ; which created laughter enough, 
and feveral witty remarks amongft the 
fpeftators. They both longed to be at 
the fport before they came out of the 
liable ; but their withes there were dis- 
appointed. Then the Czarian Prince ap- 
peared on horfe- back, accompanied by 
feveral young noblemen about the fame 
age as himfelf, but a groom went before, 
and led his horfe by the bridle. He was 
followed by the bride’s chariot, and her’s 
by the grand car, with twelve white 
horfes, in which was the lady who per- 
forated the Emprefs, and that by a great 
number of others full of Ruflian ladies. 
When they came to the Palace, where 
the nuptials were folemnized, and where 
I took care to be in time by going ano- 
ther way, his Majefty went in firft ; and 
after him the bride ; who went into ano- 
ther fet of apartments on the left-hand, 
which formerly was the refidencc of Ge- 
neral Le Fort. The grand car flopt to 
make room ; it being very troublefome 
to proc^d as the cover was fo lofty ; and 
1 im- 
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impofliblc to turn as the paflage was fo 
narrow. During this flop, the Czarian 
Prince demounted, and flood on one fide 
of the chariot, and there continued till it 
was actually got in, which was attended 
with fome difficulty ; for it fluck hard 
at the top. After that, the young Prince 
crofted the Palacc-yard ; and the Emprefs 
alighting from her car, went up lome 
fteps on the right-hand. The foreigners 
and their wives reforted thither likewife, 
and tarried there much in the fame man- 
ner as they had done the night before. 
On the third day, being the laft^ they 
determined to appear in the German 
drefs, with which every body complied, 
except only a- few Ruffian ladies. And 
they waited once more on the new- mar- 
ried pair j but feparately. The gentle- 
men and the ladies fat at table together, 
as we do in Holland ; and after the en- 
tertainment was over, there were feveral 
comic dances, which gave entire fatis- 
faftion both to his Majefty, and all the 
guefls. And thus concluded this grand 
folemnity, a particular detail whereof I 
imagined, would be acceptable to my 
readers, as it was fo lingular, and lo per- 
fectly Royal. 

On the fccond of February, one part 
of the Swcdifh prifoners before-men- 
tioned were brought hither in fledges. 

On the fourth, a meflenger came to 
me, with orders for my waiting on the 
Czar, who was at that time in the palace 
of his grand favourite Prince Menzikoff. 
This palace is called Semennoftfkies, the 
name of a petty village, at the diftance of 
about a mile and an half from the Sla- 
bodc ; where I found his Majefly very 
bufy in trying fome fire-engines, which 
were lately arrived from Holland : that 
Prince perceiving that I was there, called 
me to him, and went again direCtly into 
the palace. Well ! fays he, Sir, you have 
jeen , undoubtedly , in your travels, abun- 
dance of ftrange things ; and yet 1 dare 
venture to ajfert, that you never faw a 
greater curiofty, than that which we in- 
tend to JJ.'cw you. He then ordered a 
poor Ruffian, who had inftruCtions to 
attend for that purpofc, to open his cloaths. 
I fliuddcied at the very fight. He had 


V E LS OF 

an excrefcence about a hand s length be- 
low his navel, which was about four inches 
in fubftance, through which unnatural 
paflage he voided his daily food ; and in 
this deplorable condition (it feems) he 

had lived for nine years fucceflively. This Theocca . 

calamitous cafe proceeded fir ft from a cut 
with a knife, which had irritated the part 
to that degree about the natural paflage, 
that -no relief could poffibly be procured. 

I confeflcd ingenuoufly, that I had never 
fecn fo extraordinary a cafe bbfore ; but 
that I very well knew a cettain perfon, 
who brought up his daily food, and dif- 
charged it at his mouth : at which re- 
lation he feemed almoft equally furprifed. 

After this difeourfe, he ordered the poor 
wretch’s cxcrcfcence to be fqueezed, that 
I might entertain a more adequate idea of 
his cafe, and whatever came out appeared 
but half digefted. Thi s mifcrable object 
was about five and thirty years of age. 

After I had had the honour to converfe 
with his Czarian Majefly for about 
two hours, and had been plentifully re- 
galed with the beft of liquors, he left me, 
and Prince Alexander immediately came 
up to me. He informed me, that his 
Majefly, having heard I had pradiled 
for fome time the art of painting, was aw the 
very defirous that I flionld draw the por- fTthTthre* 
traits of the three young Princeflls, the l ' nnc ' llc, ‘ 
daughters of the late Czar Joan Alexo- 
witz, his brother, who had reigned joint- 
ly with him to the day of his deceafc, 
which happened on the twenty-ninth of 
January 1696, and intimated, at the fame 
time, that it was principally for that pur- 
pofe, that I had been invited to their 
court. You may imagine, I very readily Accept , of 

accepted of the honour done me; and I <1™ honour 
r . . . done him* 

attended this young nobleman according- 
ly, who conducted me direCtly to the 
Emprefs, the mother of thofe young 
Princcfies, who was then at one of the 
Czar’s pleafure-houfes, called IfmcilhofF, 
molt delightfully fituated, about a league’s 
diftance from Mofcow, in order that I 
might take an uninterrupted view of 
them before I entered upon my intended 
undertaking. On my firft approach to 
the Emprefs, (he aiked whether I was j^rcth. 
converlant with the Ruffian language ; En, P rcf ** 

3 t0 
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to which the young Prince immediately 
anfwered for me, that I was not : where- 
upon, they had a fliort difcourfe between 
themfelves. After that, the Emprefs 
filled out a fmall cup of brandy, which 
file prefented to the Prince, who, when 
he had emptied it, delivered it to one of 
the maids of honour then in waiting } and 
the lady delivering it again to that Princefs, 
the filled it a fecond time, and prefented 
it to me with her own hand fhe gave 
the Prince and my felf likewifc a glafs of 
wine ; and the fame compliment was made 
us by the three young ladies. After this 
refrefiiment, a large glafs of beer was 
filled out, which the Emprefs again pre- 
fented to Prince Alexander, who, after 
having taken only a lip, delivered it to 
the fame maid of honour as before ; thtt| 
like ceremony was obferved in relation «|P 
my felf } and I juft tailed it only in the 
lame manner j for in this court, it would 
be looked upon as the groffeft aft of ill 
manners, to empty the laft glafs of beer 
that is offered. I then converfed with 
Prince Alexander for fome time, in my 
own native language (as he talks Dutch 
pretty fluently) on the art of painting. 
And when we took our leave, the Emprefs 
herfelf, as well as the young Princeffes, 
offered us their right-hands to kifs, which 
is one of the higheft honours that can be 
conferred on a ftranger in this country. 
Some days after this interview, there was 
a grand nuptial feflival going forwards at 
Prince Menzikoff’s Palace, at which the 
Czar himfelf, and the Prince, his uncle, 
were perfonally prefent, with a numerous 
train of others belonging to the court of 
both fexes. Several Englilh and Dutch mer- 
chants likewifc, with their refpeftive la- 
dies, attended thefe nuptials, to which 
they had been properly invited. The 
table, which was made in the form of a 
horfe-fhoe, was fpread in the Grand 
Salon; and the Czar and the Ruffian 
noblemen fat on one fide, and the ladies 
on the other. The young Czarian Prince, 
Prince Alexander, and the Englilh and 
Dutch merchants fat at a round table, 
in the center of the hall, to which I had 
the honour of being admitted. When 
the entertainment, which was a very 


elegant and magnificent one, was over, 1702 
there were feveral dancers, who perform- unr>J 
ed after the Polilh manner, On the 
left-hand, were feated all the muficians, 
who, to do them juftice, performed ex- 
ceedingly well. 

Prince Alexander went away before it 
wa3 dark, in order to fpend fome few 
days in the country, where he had fome 
private avocations. On the eleventh in- fcb. n* 
ftant, Mr. Panwel Heins, the Danilh 
Envoy, fet out direftly for his own 
court, with an intention, however, to 
return in the fpring, but left his lady be- 
hind him at Mofcow. On the fifth of M»tch j. 
March, then next following, I had the 
honour of dining With his Majtfty at 
Probrofenlko, the ufual refidence of that 
Monarch. After dinner he took me 
with him to the Empreffes Palace, in 
order to fee the three young Princeffes 
pifturcs, which had been begun for fome 
time, and he enteitainsd her a-while on 
the topic of my travels. On the eleventh, M«r«.h u. 
his Majefty went, accompanied by feveral 
noblemen belonging to the court, to pay 
Mr. Brants a vilit, where he faw feveral 
piftures which I had drawn at (b) Arch- 
angel, and with which he feemed highly 
pleafed. After a variety of converfation 
on different topics, his Majefty made 
mention of fome particular pieces of 
cannon, which were generally thought 
to have the arms of Genoa wrought upon 
them } which, like thofe of Venice, are 
a Lion with one of his paws upon a 
book. And as be was not pcrfeftly fatisfied, 
whether this general conjefture was really 
matter of faft, he was determined to take 
a view of them, in order to gratify his 
curiofity in that particular, and appointed 
the Prince's palace for the place of in- 
fpeftion. His Majefty accordingly was 
very punftual to his time ; and Prince 
Alexander, in the name of his Majefty, 
made a prefent of a gold medal to each of 
the infpeftors, who, for the moft part, 
were foreign merchants, to whofe judg- 
ment he paid a great regard. On this 
medal his Majefty was reprefsnted with a 
crown of laurel on his head, with this 
following infeription round it, but in the 
Ruffian language, Peter /flexouitz, Great 

Czar 
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1702 Czar of all Rujfia. On the reverfe were 
two eagles, with the day and year, viz. 
the firft of February 1702. 

After a very magnificent entertain- 
ment at this place, the company returned 
to Probrofenfko, which was looked upon 
as no better than the refidence of a cap- 
tain, his Majefty at that time having 
never affirmed a higher title. This palace 
is not above one league from Mofcow, 
and but at a fmall diflance from that be- 
longing to Prince Menzikoff. It is the 


arlenal likewife of the regiment of his 1702 
Majefty’s life-guards. It was here that 
we took our furvey of the three cannon 
juft before-mentioned, on each of which 
there was a lion vifible enough, tho’ worn 
down, indeed, pretty much. They were 
remarkably ftiort, and not much unlike 
our mo/tar- pieces : but how they fhould 
have fallen into the hands of the Ruffians, 
is fuch a myftery to me, that I am per- 
fectly at a lofs, I confefs, lioyv to account 
for it. 


Occafional Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 

(a) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. r. (!) Archangel, fee p. 8. n. d. 



n 




r. 


vii. 


Sumptuous Entertainments made by his Czarian Majefty in the Country 
Several Particulars relating to the Emprefs. His Majefty takes his 
Dtverfton on the River (a) Moflca. The Manner of Jolemmzing the 

Ecjltval of liaftcr among/! the Ruffians. His Majefty', s Departure 
jor ( b) Archangel. r 


W HILST we were taking our fur- 
vey of the guns laft-mentioned, 
all things were duly prepared for our 
going to a village, which appertained to 
Prince Alexander, called Alcxcejefkie, at 
but a fmall diftance from Lcmuenefskie, 
which is about twelve werfts from Mof- 
cow, where that noblemart has a very 
magnificent country feat, fituale on the 
river Youfa. Tis a molt delightful 
place, where there are a great variety of 
canals profufely flocked with all forts of 
the choiccft fifti. Nothing, however, 
ftruck my fancy more agreeably than the 
ftablcs there, which are all very fpacious 
built with timber, as well as the feat it- 
fclf, and above fifty of the fineft horfes 
I ever finv contained in them. On our 
arrival, wc found, that there were feveral 
German ladies font thither before-hand 
by his Majefty’s exprefs orders, with in- 
tent to make the proper provifions for a 
future elegant entertainment. There 
were ten of us in all ; our refident, three 


Engliffi, snd the reft Dutch, exclufivc 
of about thirteen or fourteen Ruffian 
noblemen, and ladies, amongft whom 
was Prince Alexander’s After. We were 
received there in the moft courteous 
manner, and very elegantly entertained 
at fupper with a profufion of all forts of 
flcfli and fifti. 


cious falon, or hall j one of which 
a very Jong one, at which fat the ( 
and feveral of his noblemen on one 
and the ladies facing them, 
other was a round table, placed ir 
middle of the hall, whereat were fe 
the Engliffi guefts, and the greater 
of the German, or rather Dutch 1 
chants. As foon as fupper was over 
Ruflians withdrew to their rcfpei 
apartments: the noblemen on one ; 
and the ladies on the other: the 
reigners, however, tarried fome coni 
rable time longer in the hall. The 
following there was a much more n 


An agree- 
able enter- 
tainment* 


Another. 
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I7 o 2 nificcnt entertainment, accompanied with the Priocefles, her daughters, the elded 1702 

Jv~> a great variety of inftrumental mufic ; of whom, named Catharine Iwanoffna, 

fuch as violins, balloons, trumpets, haul- was at that time but about twelve years 
boys, flutes, (see. After which, there of age; the fecond, called Anne Iwa- 

were fcveral dances in the Polifh man- noffna, no more than ten ; and the 

ner. And as his Czarian Majefty hap- youngeft, whofc name was Parafkowya 

pened to be in a perfect good humour, Iwanoffna, but eight. All three, how- 

he encouraged the company to be as ever, were very graceful young ladies, 

jovial and free as poflible ; neither did he The firft and lafl very agreeable brunettes; 

forget to fupply them with a profufion of the hair of the fecond of a filver colour. 


the beft liquors. When night came on, 
every one withdrew to their feparate 
apartments, in order to be ready fer the 
third next ^y’s entertainment, which was fpent 
much after the fame manner as the pre- 
ceding, in a variety of innocent amufe- 
ments, as no one was vifibly overcome 
with liquor, notwithftanding there was 
plenty 5 then all broke up, and went to 
their refpedtive abodes with the utmoft 
decency and decorum. 

I then procured leave to have the pic- 
tures of the young Princefies, which I 
had painted in full length, returned to 
my apartments, in order that I might 
retouch them, as they were not abfo- 
lutely finifhed; and the Czar himfelf 
prefixed me to difpatch them as foon as 
poflible, he having intentions to fend 
them to another place. I obeyed his 
Majcfty’s commands, with the utmoft 
expedition, and made the drapery accord- 
ing to the German taftc, when they ap- 
pear in public; but as to their heads, 
which were left entirely to my own dif- 
cretion, I thought proper to drefs them 
after the manner of the antients. 

/(1rfcr . I fhall now proceed to give you a 
fhoit defeription of the Emprefs hcrfelf, 

. 1 the called Parafkowna Feodorofna. This 
i‘ruLin".’ S Princcfs was not then above thirty years 
of age ; fhe was fomewhat corpulent, it 
is true; hut as fhe was moderately tall, 
the gracefulnefs of her perfon. was not in 
the leaft diminifhed. by her bulk. In 
fhort, we may afiert, without flattery, 
that flie was a very handfome lady, per- 
fectly genteel, and graceful ; and that 
her deportment was exceedingly courteous 
and engaging; and we muft add, that 
the Czar had a peculiar regard for her. 
The young Czarian Prince Alexey Pe- 
trowitz, ufed frequently to vifit her, and 


and her complexion very fair. The 
youngeft, indeed, feemed the mod fpright- 
ly, but the demeanour of them all three 
was perfectly affable and courteous. It 
would be a difficult tafk for me to enu- 
merate the many favours that were con- 
ferred upon me whilft I was employed in 
drawing their feveral portraits. In the 
morning I was plentifully fupplied with 
all forts of liquors, and a variety of other 
refrcfhments. I often likewife had the 
honour of dining with them ; and not- 
wijhftanding it was in the middle of Lent, 
we had at table as great a profufion of 
flefh as fifh ; which fomewhat furprized 
me. In the day-time I was always fur- 
nifhed with wine and beer in plenty ; 
and, indeed, 'tis my opinion, that no 
court, efpccially fuch a court as this, 
was ever more indulgent to any one pri- 
vate perfon whomfoever than myfelf ; 
and I hope I fhall retain a grateful fenfe 
of all their civilities to my dying day. 
Encouraged by all thefe teftiinonies of their 
refpeCt for me, I was fo prefumptuous as 
to prefent a book of my travels, which 
I had taken care to be very neatly bound 
for that purpofe, to his Czarian Majefty, 
who was then at the palace of Probro- 
fenfko, flattering my felf, at the fame 
time, that it would meet with a very 
favourable reception ; neither was I in the 
leaft difappointed in my moft fanguine 
expectations. 

On the twent/-ninth of March 1702, Diverflon 
his Czarian Majefty went in a boat rivcr 
down the river Mofka, againft tide, three 
or four werfts beyond the bridge, and 
paft by the caftle ; he then came up 
again with the tide, at a prodigious rate, 
three or four werfts on this fide of the 
fame bridge, to which he afterwards re- 
turnee, and ^vhere Prince Alexander was 
, waiting, 
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waiting, accompanied by fcveral Englilh 
and Dutch merchants for his arrival, 
whom, after his landing, he again enter- 
tained with a profulion of flefh as well 
as fifh, notwithflanding it was Lent, and 
in the Paflion-Weck. Every one was 
left to his own option •, but as for him- 
fclf and his retinue, they never tailed 
the filh. 

The month of April commenced with 
fuch an extraordinary thaw, that in a 
Ihort compafs of time, there was not a 
block of ice to be feen ; and upon this 
hidden and unexpeded alteration, the ri- 
ver fwelled to fuch a prodigious height, 
that the like accident had never happened 
before in the memory* of the oldeft 
perfon then living. The mills that flood 
on the banks of the river You fa were 
greatly damaged j and the Low- lands be- 
hind the houfes were laid under water 
from the adjacent ponds. The high- 
roads and lanes were likewife all over- 
flowed j that, however, is no uncommon 
occurrence in the fpring, when the fnow 
begins to melt. The Slabode belonging 
to the Germans was in fuch a wet, and 
nafly condition, that the horfes went up 
to their very bellies in mud and dirt •, but 
the Czar, having foon information of it, 
gave orders diredly for the clean ling it, 
and turning off the current of fuch filth 
another way. 

On the fifth day of this month, about 
fix in the morning, a fire broke out in 
the apartments of a Dutch merchant, 
who re Tided in the Slabode j to which 
the Czar immediately reforted, in order 
to be as aflillant as poflible, and give the 
proper directions, as ’tis his conflant 
practice on fuch urgent occafions. There 
is a watch fet, every hour in the night, 
who never fail, on any fuch emergency, 
to give the alarm. 

On the fame day, the Ruffians folem- 
nized the feflival of Eaflcr, with all the 
demon llrations of public joy imaginable ; 
bccaufe, not only the wiflied for time of 
our Saviour’s Refurredion was come, but 
becaufe their Lent was then over. The 
bells never ceafed from ringing all the 
night before, and the two fubfequent 
days. At that time they ^?cgin to' di- 


flribute their Eafter-eggs amongfl their 1702 
friends, which holds for about a fortnight } 
and this cuflom is obferved by the grandees 
and other fubflantial families, as well a* 
by thofe of the lower clafs ; by the old 
as well as the young} who make formal 
prefents of them one to another : and, in 
fhort, there is not a (hop in the city 
without numbers of them coloured and 
boiled. Tho’ the major part of them, 
indeed, are painted with a plumb-blue ; 
yet there are feveral done neatly enough 
in green and white ; there are fome 
painted more accurately than ordinary, 
and for which they demand two or three 
rixdollars. Some of them, in a word, 
are embellifhed with the following in- 
feription in capitals, CHRISTOS WOS 
CHREST ? That is to fay, IS CHRIST 
RISEN ? Some perfons of diftindlion 
will have a confiderable number of thefe 
ready in their houfes, in order to make 
prefents of them to their vifiters; and 
when they deliver them, they kifs them with 
their lips, faying as above, CHRISTOS 
WOS CHREST? To which the perfon 
who receives them replies ; WOISTINE 
WOS CHREST, that is, YEA VERILY 
HE IS RISEN. Gentlemen carry them 
in their pockets, and give them to fuch 
friends as they happen to meet with in the 
flreets, as we have before- mentioned } 
and nobody, of what fex or Ration fo- 
ever, will refufe to accept the offer. It 
is cuflomary likewife for fervants to pre- 
fent them to their maflers } who, in re- 
turn, for the generality, give them what 
they call a Praefnik. I had about thir- 
teen or fourteen of them made me a 
prefent of, very neatly coloured by fome 
of their women. In times pall, thefe 
prefents were deemed matters of a ferious 
concern} but thefe, as well as many 
other things, have of late years been 
greatly altered. The Ruffian quality, 
and foreign merchants, in times paft’ 
were wont to prefent their congratulatory 
eggs to his Czarian Majefly himfelf, and 
have received others in return ; but that 
cuflom is at prefent laid afide. 

On the ninth of April 1702, the Czar Aot -, 
diverted himfelf once more on the river n 
Mofka. His Czarian Majefly’s watermen on ***** 


who 
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who had the management of his barge, 
and thofe belonging to the barge of 
the Princefs, his fiAer, were dreA in 
white rtiirts (after the Dutch fa- 
ffiion) all laced down before ; each of 
the foreign merchants had orders the 
night before to provide themfelvcs 
with two watermen. Thefe barges, of 
boats, had each of them two maAs, that 
in cafe the wind Aiould favour them they 
might fail .without rowing. The com- 
pany fell down the river from the country 
feat of the General Veit MarAial Bories 
Petrowitz CzcremctofF, which is iituate 
on this river, at fome fmall diAancc from 
Mofcow, and diredly over-againft his 
Czarian MajeAy’s fine houie, called 
Worobjowegoro. That General had the 
very day before the honour of entertain- 
ing his MajeAy and all his train at that 
very houfej which train confided of the 
Czarian Prince, the Princefs, his Ma- 
jeAy’s fiAer, who was accompanied by 
three or four Ruffian ladies, a confidera- 
ble number of Lords and officers of his 
Mitjefty’s houffiold, our refident, feveral 
foreign merchants, and about fifteen or 
fixteen German ladies. All the barges, 
or boats, which amounted to about forty 
in all, appeared before this nobleman’s 
feat, each of them furnifiied with ten or 
twelve oars. When his Czarian MajeAy, 
with all his train, were embarked, they 
failed down the river, witli great ra- 
pidity, beyond the bridge, and made the 
be A of their way to Kolomnenflco, a 
country palace belonging to his MajeAy, 
about twenty werAs from Mofcow by 
water, though very little more than feven 
by land. There they went on fliorc by 
feven in the evening, and were enter- 
tained in a very royal manner. The 
next day they were entertained as magni- 
ficently as before, but with the additional 
amufement of a grand concert. About 
three in the afternoon, they returned to 
the city ; fome in coaches, fomc in 
chariots, and others on horfeback. The 
next day, Mr. Brandts entertained the 
Czar, who was attended by the refident 
of Holland, and feveral EngliAi and 
Dutch merchants. They fpent their 
time there in fuch a jovial manner, that 
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his MajeAy himfclf tarried there till eleven 1702 
at night; but the refi of the company 
did not break up till two the next morn- 
ing. 

On the nineteenth I received orders to Ap.iio. 
carry the portraits of the three young 
Princefics to the Emprefs, in order that 
Are might fee them, as they were then 
compleatly finhhed. I went accordingly 
with Prince Alexander’s brother-in-law ; 
but the Princefs at that time unfortunate- 
ly happened to be lo far indifpolld as to 
keep her bed. Jlovvever, I placed the 
pidures in the moA advantageous light I 
could, that flic might have a view of 
them even there. She fee mod to ap- 
prove of them very well ; returned mo 
iHany thanks, and made me a prefent of 
a pnrfe ot gold, with her own hand, 
which I had the honour to fain te. After 
which. Ate afked me whether I ffiould 
tarry in the count) y long enough to paint 
her, three daughters over again ; to which 
having made her a fatisfadory answer, 
one of the young Princefles gave us fome 
brandy in a fmall gilt cup, and after we 
had drank one glafs of wine, wc imme- 
diately withdrew. I gave orders diredly 
for all the pidurcs to he conveyed to the 
palace of Prince Alexander, where I 
packed them up as fafe as poliible, in or- 
der to be Tent away on an hour’s notice. 

The fame night his Czarian MajeAy fit 
out for Archangel, attended by Prince 
Alexander, the Patriarch Mckile Moy- 
fewitz Solof, Lord Keeper of the Great 
Seal, the firfi minifier of State, Count 
Fedder Alexowitz Gollowin, the Sieur 
Gabriel Gollofkiem, the Knez Gregory 
Grogoiewitz Rofiodanofskie Bojar, the 
Knez Tucrjc Tuerjewitz Froctbetfkoy, 
and the Stolnick, who attends his Ma- 
jeAy, as his cup-bearer, wherever lie- 
goes. 

On the twenty-fixth of April, the fca- Tl „ y dt „, 
vengers, as we call them, began to clean the ,liC 
Arcets in the Slabode, which was carried 
into execution in the following manner. 

In the firA place, the dirt was thrown up 
all along the fides of the houfes, in order 
to its being the more eafily removed ; 
there, peing two Germans appointed to 
infped their Avork, and give the proper 
N • di- 
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1J02 directions. And this abfolutely neccffary 
undertaking was carried on with fuch un- 
wearied indurtry and application, that at 
the week’s end, the inhabitants of the 
Slabode could walk about their bufmefs 
without any material moleftation. 

May 3 * About the third of May then next ei> 
a flood. fuing, we received the difagrceable intel- 
ligence from Archangel, that the thaw 
bad fw tiled the river there to that degree, 
that it had done incredible mifehief ; that 
much the greater part of the houfes which 
flood near the fort of Npw Dwinko, had 
been laid under water ; that the timber, 
and the works in his Majerty’s dock-yard 
there, were carried away by the rapidity 
of the torrent ; that a fhip which was be- 
fore upon the flocks, was turned with its 
keel upwards ; that feveral fhips before 
riding at anchor, in fight of the town, 
had been driven with violence againft the 
bridge, near the palace belonging to the 
merchants ; and, in fhort, that the wafers 
were rifen fo high as to cover even the 
gardens in the heart of the city, 
way 4. The next day, the inhabitants began to 
remove the dirt in the vSlabode, that had 
been fo thrown up as before-mentioned ; 
each hottfe-keeper having permiflion fo to 
do, at his own expence 5 and to carry it 
into his own garden, if he had one, in order 
to raife it, or difpofe of it in fuch other 
manner as he faw mod convenient. And 
that fo important a work might be finiflied 
with the greater expedition, the German 
merchants aflembled thcmfelves together 
at the hall belonging to the grandees 
there. The houfc is very (lately, fpacious, 
and magnificent; and commodioufly fi- 
tuated in the mid ft of a very fine garden. 

At this their meeting, they pitched upon 
two other proper infpedors to aid and 
aflift thole other two who had been ap- 
pointed before for that very purpofe. 
This election was made by a majority of 
votes, each writing down on a flip of 
paper the name of the perfon he particu- 
larly favoured. To thefe lour, Jthcy ad- 
ded eight others, as afliftants, and inverted 
them with a fufficient authority to fee 
the work complcated with th<L utmort 
expedition; . \ 

On the ninth of May, bling the feftival 
1 ' 

# 


of St. Nicholas, feveral letters afrived 1702 
from Holland, bearing date the twenty- 
eighth of April then laft paft, with the 
melancholy news of the deceafe of his 
Britannic Majefty King William the third, King wa- 
of immortal memory, after a fhort in- 
difpofition but of four days only. This 
created a great confternation amongft the 
foreign merchants, but principally amongft 
my own country-men the Dutch, who 
were more confcjous to theqifelves than 
the reft of the ineftimable worth of that 
departed Prince, and as an inconteftiblc 
proof of their fincere regard for him, and 
of their due fenfe of fo great a lofs, they 
went into deep mourning for him for fix 
weeks fucceflively. 

On the nineteenth, wc had information May 
of a great flood, that had happened at Flood;., 
Holland, and had not only laid feveral Hdljnd ' 
villages under water, but had proved the 
deaths of a great number of perfons. We 
were farther advifed likewife, that the 
allies had made thcmfelves mafters of 
Keyferfwaert. r«rwac,t. 

On the twenty-firft was folemnized-the 1%*,. , 
grand feftival of Walla Diemcrfka Bo- A 
garodiefla, a certain town, wherein, the i " con "" e * 

.... .. . J moration 

inhabitants tell you, that the BlefTed 
Virgin Mary had formerly made her ap- Mmy. 
pearancc, and that in order to comme- 
morate that condefcending goodnefs of 
her's, they obferved the Thurfday before 
Pentecoft, which they call Seemie, as a 
feftival, in one of the churches belonging 
to that city. Early in the morning of 
that day, feveral of their clergy refort in 
form to a pit or ditch, and caft into it the 
dead bodies of all fuch perfons as have 
either been unfortunately murdered, or 
of fuch others as have been juftly executed 
according to their demerits. Thefe ditches, 
or pits, of which there are three or four 
in the parts adjacent to Mofcow, are an- 
nually filled up, and frefli ones are dug 
on the preceding night. On that day 
likewife the Emprefs’s mother was interred T) 
with great pomp and fcdemnity, tho’ pa’r.w 
flie departed this life but the very day be- '!2 
fore. The reafon, however, wa9, that 
it is contrary to the cuftom of the coun- 
try, to keep their dead any confiderable 
time above ground ; but of this particular 

re- 





iyo2 

A fire at 
Mofcow. 

Another on 
June 3. 


Delicious 
poofc ber- 
ries. 


Plate A. 


CORNELIUS LE BRUN. 


47 


religious cuftom we {hall {peak more at 
large in another place. In the morning 
of the fame day a fire broke out at Mof- 
cow, which could not be extinguiflied 
till ten o’clock. On the third of June 


there was another, at a village not far 1702 
from thence ; and on the fourteenth a 
third at Mofcow. About the fame time »><« H' h - 
fcveral merchants fet out from that city 
for Archangel. 


Occaftonal Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Mofka, or Mofcowa River, rifes in the 
weft of the province of Mofcow, and running 
eaft through that province, pafles by the city 


of Mofcow, and falls into the river Occa, at 
Kolomna. 

(b) Archangel, fee p. 8. n .d. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

A Defcription of the ProduEls of the Earth ; of the Fruits ; rural Seat s, 
fne fiflo-ponds , and other Articles , wherein the Ruffian Gentry take 
a peculiar Delight ; as alfo , of the Ruffian Hertnits who were 
Prifoners . 


I WENT frequently, during my re- 
fidence at (a) Mofcow, to take the 
country air, by way of amufement, with 
fome of my moft intimate acquaintance ; 
and as I was in the woods, one day, in 
the month of July, I met with fome 
Coftenitza, as they call them, that is, a 
kind of goofeberry, which had a very 
agreeable acid. The gentry here eat 
them with honey, or fine fugar, after 
much the fame manner as we do ftraw- 
berries. They frequently likewife make 
with them (if we may be allowed the ex- 
prefiion) a kind of lemonade, which is a 
very refrefliing liquor, and is often pre- 
fciibed to fick perfons as a diet-drink. 
The woods all round about Mofcow 
abound with this particular fruit, which 
grows in profufion under the fhadow of 
the trees, not only there, but throughout 
the whole country. The term Coftenitza, 
fignifics, in the Ruffian language, a ftony 
berry ; and this goofeberry accordingly 
has one. Each large ftalk produces three 
or four of a fmaller lize, on which the 
berries grow in large clufters, as may be 
feen in Plate A annexed. The leaves of 
them are green both winter and fummer, 
and in July they are in their utmoft per- 


fection. There is another fpecics of this 
berry, which the Ruffians call Brufnitza, 
which are confiderably larger than the 
former, and grow fingle, like thofe in 
Holland, and bear twenty or thirty in a 
bunch. Thefe grow very low ; fome are 
not above a fingle fpan from the ground, 
and the higheft not exceeding a fpan and 
an half. Thefe are carried to Mofcow 
annually in large quantities, at which 
time, not only the natives, but the fo- 
reigners, who relide there, lay in large 
{locks. The former throw them into 
tubs or calks of water, and there let 
them lie during the whole fummer fea- 
fon ; after that, they draw it oft', and 
drink it; and very pleafant and refrdhing 
this liquor is ; efpccially, when it is pro- 
perly fweetened with either honey or 
fugar : thefe goofeberrks are likewife 
preferved, and frequently eaten by way 
of defert. The Germans fqueeze the 
juice out of them, and then boil them 
up with fefear, or honey, till they come 
to a propetj confidence, and make ufc of 
it with tfki» roaft-meat, and, in my 
opinion, rej/fh of it is perfectly agree- 
able. Tney fk it up likewife, and 
mix it with the .’.’ice of other goofeberries. 

With 
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With this liquor they entertain their vi- 
fiters; and it has a fine flavour. The 
leaves of thefe berries refemble thofe of 
the rofe, as may be feen in the Plate B 
annexed, and are always green. The 
Ruflians have a profufion of roots and 
greens throughout their country. They 
have what they call their Kopofle, that 
is to fay, cabbages, which they lay by in 
heaps ; and the poorer fort of the people 
regale themfclves with them fometimes 
twice a day; they have likewife what 
they call their Ougcrtjie, that is, cu- 
cumbers, which they eat, as others do 
apples and pears ; and thefe are laid by 
in their garners, by even people of falhion. 
Their country abounds likewife with 
garlick, of which the common people 
cat fo profufely, that you may fmcll 
them at a great diflance. This in their 
language is called, Siafnock. They have 
plenty likewife of what they call Green, 
and we horfc-radifli, with which they 
make very good fauces both for fill) and 
fleflu They have divers kinds of tur- 
nips ; as alfo of red cabbages, and colly- 
flowers ; for which, indeed, they are ob- 
liged to foreigners, who have brought 
them there in plenty for fome confidera- 
hle time. Afparagus and artichoaks are 
alfo common enough there ; but then 
they arc eaten by foreigners only. They 
are obliged to the Dutch likewife for fc- 
vcral roots that grow under-ground ; 
fiich as carrots, parfnips, and beet-root ; 
of all which they have plenty at prefent ; 
as alfo of all manner of Palleting and 
cellcry, to the culture whereof they were 
per ft it flrangers formerly, tho’ at prefent 
they arc great admirers of them all. 
There are flrawberries, moreover, in 
plenty, cfpcudly of the fmaller fort, in all 
the parts adjacent to Mofcow. The 
larger fort they gather, and cat them by 
handfuls. Rafberries likewife grow there 
in plenty, as alfo a large fort of melon, 
but thefe arc two watery, much like 
our cucumbers, and produce tvery little 
feed. j 

As to their fruit-trees, tlfA have a- 
bundance of fmall-nuts; V a\very few 
wall-nuts. Their apples, ^ •..? fuch 
as are fweet, as well as . thofe that are 


four, are pleafant to the tafle, and flrike X702 

the eye in a very agreeable manner. I 

have had a prefent of fome of them, 

that are fo tr.mfparent, that the kernels 

may be difeerned in the heart of them, 

by holding them up to the light. Thar ThcWvc ^ 

pears, however, are juft the reverfe ; 

they arc not near fo common ; neither 

are they fo palatable; be Tides they are 

extremely fmall. Their plumbs and 

cherries likewife are but very, indifferent } chert ics. 


excepting fuch as have been cultivated 
there in fome of the orchards belonging 
to the foreign- merchants. The gardejis 
of the Germans in particular abound with 
good goofeberries, and a great variety of 
the fineft flowers. Thofe of the Ruflians, 
on the other hand, arc wild, artlefs, and 
inelegant : notwithflanding the natives 
have plenty of water, and notwithflanding 
fountains and jetteaux are very ornamen- 
tal in a garden, and might be procured 
at a very trivial expencc ; yet they are 
perfect flrangers to fuch rural amufe- 
ments. The Ruflians begin, however, 
to have a better tafle than they had » 
formerly, botli in regard to the manage- 
ment of their gardens, and the decoration 
of their public flrudtures; but they had 
little or none till the Czar himfelf was 
pleafed to take a tour through the Ne- 
therlands. The Knez Daniel Gregoritz 
Serkafkie has a garden cultivated entirely 
after the Dutch tafle ; near one of his 
villages, called in their language, the 
Sietjove, which is at the diflance of 
about thirteen werfts from Mofcow ; it 
is very fpacious, and neat enough ; and, 
in fliort, the fineft garden throughout the 
country ; but then the reader is to ob- 
ferve, that the whole is fubmitted to the 
care and infpedlion of a Dutch gardener, 
retained for that purpofe. Take Rufiia 
all together, they have not a great many 
curiofities to boart of. The principal 
beauty of their rural feats confifls in their 

r/\ 1 , Their ca- 

canals, or filh-ponds, which arc exceed- ra!s, or 
ingly fine. There arc fometimes two h(h " P °^ 


or three of them properly difpofed, 
which are not only very large, but full 
of fifb, which is one of their favourite 
dirties ; and upon a vifit of any friends 
for whom they have any regard, the 

fir ft 
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1702 firft ftep they take is to condudt them to 
their pond’s fide, and divert them with 
their cafting-nets, which are fo capacious, 
that at one Angle hawl or drag, they will 
furnifli themfelves with more fifh of va- 
wuhfilh. r i° us kinds than would ferve for twenty 
diflics, or more, when artfully dreft. 

I fhall never forget a party of pleafure 
I was once concerned in with fome 
Dutch ladies, in whofc company I went 
to pay one Mr. Strcfenof a vifit. He 
was a very fubftantial merchant, and re- 
futed at a village called Fackeloof, about 
fifteen weifls from Mofcow, by whom 
we were very courteoufly entertained. 
This gentleman’s lady was not only ex- 
ceedingly hand fome, but perfectly good- 
natured, and ufed her utmoft endeavours 
to make us jovial and gay. The houfe 
was built elegantly enough, with abun- 
dance of commodious apartments ; and 
what was fomewhat remarkable, the 
kitchen was very neat, and furniihed in 
the Dutch tafle, where our ladies had 
part of the fifli, dreft Alamode Hol- 
landoife ; notvvithftanding there were 
difhes in. plenty of all forts of cold meats, 
befides twenty diflies of fifli at leaft, dreft 
in the Ruffian manner, with very elegant 
fauces. After dinner we were conducted 
into a room, that had feveral ropes well 
M.ufe. ruul Lftcned to the beams : in thefe the ladies 
menu. alternately fwung, which is a favourite 
paftime in the country ; and the lady of 
the houfe hertelf opened the diverfion, 
by being fwung by two of her female 
attendants, who were pretty girls enough. 
During the time of her fwinging, flie 
took a child in her lap ; and began to 
fing a merry, rural fong, accompanied 
by her maid, which was highly enter- 
taining, and performed in the mod ob- 
liging manner. She made an apology, 
however, for her inelegant concert, and 
afl'ured us, at the fame time, that had flic 
had any previous notice of our friendly 
vifit, flie would have entertained us with 
inftrumcntal as well as vocal malic. 
After we had returned our compliments 
for this part of our diverfion, flie con- 
ducted us down to one of her fifh-ponds, 
and ordered her fervants to catch a fufficient 
quantity of the beft fifli flie had, in order 


to our carrying them home with us per- 
fectly frefli. We took our leave of our 
kind entertainers, and took them with us 
into our coach, highly delighted with 
our agreeable prefent. 

On one fide of this village I difeovered 
a tree of an extraordinary fixe ; with wide- 
extended branches; all in due proportion. 
The trunk of it was at leaft three fathom 
and an half in circumference. It was a 
white poplar, which the Ruflians in their 
language call an Afina. 

There arc vrry few of the foreign 
merchants but what have gardens behind 
their apartments, or die at Ionic fmall 
diflance from the city ; where they cul- 
tivate, with all the care imaginable, a 
great variety of fruits and flowers, which 
they fend for from their refpedlive homes. 
The beds of their gardens, indeed, arc 
all bordered with boards inftead of box- 
trees ; and as the country-gardens have 
no, flowers to boaft of, thofe that grow in 
their woods being very indifferent ; a fo- 
reigner cannot oblige a native better, than 
by prefenting him with a nofegay out of 
his garden. There arc fome Ruflians, 
however, of the more fubflantial fort, 
that are curious enough ; and cultivate as 
fine flowers with equal care and equal 
judgment. 

Their manners are lingular enough : 
when they pay a vifit, and enter any 
room, they look about them, without 
faying one Angle word, for fome faint or 
another ; there being no vifiting-room at 
leaft without fuch fort of decorations ; 
and when they have fixed their eye on 
fuch picture, they make three profound 
formal bows to it; and figning them- 
felves with the croft, they cryGofpodi 
I oniilus ! that is to fay, Lord have mercy 
upon me ! or clfe they fay, Mier Efdom 
Zjciewoefonon ; that is, Peace be unto 
this houlc ; and to all whorefide therein 1 
with the ufual ceremony of their erodes. 
After that, they faiutc the people of the 
houfe, aid fpeak to them. This cuftom 
they ftriinly obferve, tho’ they are paying 
their vifii flrangers ; and addrefs them- 
felves t£ the^rft pidfure they call their 
eye op/WWiey fliould pay their refpedts 
to man before his Maker. Their principal 
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diver fions arc hawking, and courfing with 
greyhounds; and as to both thofe articles, 
they are under very proper reftri&ions ; for 
the number of dogs is fixt ; and no one 
is indulg’d to keep more than what is due 
to his rank; and as to private diverfions, they 
have but very few. As to their inftrumcntal 
mu fic.it principally con fids in the harp, the 
kettle-drum, the hunting-horn, and the 
bag- pipe. They are highly delighted when 
they cafually fall into a madman’s com- 
pany ; or one that is remarkably deform’d, 
or in lliort, who is perfectly intoxicated 
with ftrong liquors. Upon an entertain- 
ment of their friends, they fet down 
to table about ten in - the morning, and 
depart about one. Then they adjourn 
to their refpedlive homes, in order to lie 
down to reft. This is their conftant prac- 
tice both winter and fummer. Their man- 
ner of writing is very peculiar ; for they 
take their paper in their left-hand, and fet 
it on their knees, and in that pofture goto 
work. There arc fome of them, however, 
who copy after the Dutch, efpecially fuch 
as arc clerks, either public or private. 
As their manner of writing, fo is their man- 
ner of ditching widely different from ours. 
They put their thimbles on the firft finger, 
and therewith and the thumb, they draw 
the needle two and fro, which with us is 
dire&ly the reverfe. They make ufe of 
their feet likewife, which are for the gene- 
rality naked on this occafion ; and fome 
of them will hold their work between 
their toes, with the fame cafe as we do 
between our knees, or by pinning it faft : 
I have feen lome of them, indeed, take 
other meafures. 

About the beginning of July I accom- 
panied a friend to Probrofenfko, in order 
to have fome difeourfe with three hermits, 
who had been prifoners there for near a 
week. They had refided in fome part near 
(b) Afoph, upon the banks of a fmall 
river which difeharges its waters into the 
Danube. I was ftartlcd at the fightofthem. 
The oldeft was about feventy years of age, 
and the other two feemed to nfc, not to 
be advanced beyond fifty. TliG*&0t had re- 
futed there for near forty y<tors fuVpeffively 
in the hollow of a rock, \^b&r.tV^e had 
been once taken by the Tartars, ami fold 


( as a Have ) to the Turks ; but finding 
ways and means to make his cfcape foon 
afterwards, he returned to his cell, where 
he had palled the remainder of his days. 
They were accufed, as they informed 
me, of being apoftates from the Ruffian 
Faith ; but all of them abfolutely denied 
the charge, and were ready to undergo 
the ftri&eft examination ; and as for 
his part, he folemnly declared, that, not- 
withftanding he could neither write nor 
read, he was ready and willing to fuffer 
the fevereft torments that could be inflicted 
on him for the fake of his Lord and Ma- 
tter JesusChrist. They had noother ap- 
parel than a dark coarfe gown : their hair 
hung halfway down their back, which they 
never combed ; and they covered their faces 
likewife to that degree, that it wp ira- 
poffible to fee them, unlefs they purpofely 
put their hair afide ; in fhort, I took them 
to be downright favages. On their breafts 
they wore a large iron crofs, that could 
not weigh lefs than four pounds a-piece. 
This hung by two iron bands which went 
acrofs their fhoulder8,fell down their backs, 
and were faftned to another iron band, 
which ferved each of them for a girdle, 
and was joined before upon the breaft un- 
derneath the crofs. The twoyoungeftex- 
preft fuch a high regard and veneration 
for their old brother Reclufe, that they 
fupported him under each arm, whenever 
he rofe from his feat, as he did immediate- 
ly on our approach. They were ordered 
to continue thus under confinement till his 
Czarian Majefty’s return. Thefe three 
were always kept, however, together, 
without any fetters on, and fat on 
mats in a corner where they had the 
benefit of fome frelh air, and at fome 
fmall diflance from the other prifoners, 
who for the moft part, were chained 
by their feet, and thereby rendered al- 
moft incapable of ftirring, their fetters 
being very clofe. Befides, for fear of 
their making any attempt towards an 
efcape, there was a fupervifor over each 
of them within-doors, as well as aproper 
guard without. Thcprifon itfclf was com- 
pofed of fubftantial pieces of timber; 
though it was not very Ipacioiw, it was 
fquare, however, and open at top for 
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the mod part ; there were fome apart- - 
ments in it, indeed, which were dark and 
clofe covered. I had a great inclination 
to pay thefe three hermits a fecond vifit, 
but was informed they were removed to 
an adjacent houfe, which was more private 
and retired, where they were to continue 
till farther orders. 

About the latter end of the prefent 
month of May arrived the agreeable news 
of a fccond engagement with the Swedes, 
and of their total defeat. Her Imperial 
Majefty fent for me fome Ihort time after 
that, in order to my painting the young 
Princefles once more at full length, and 
in the fame dreffes as before. I did all 
that lay in my power to be excufed from 
fo long and tedious a talk, by pretending 
the unavoidable neceflity I was under for 
the immediate purfuit of my travels ; but 
perceiving the Emprefs was not a little 
difgufted at what (he imagined a formal 
excufe, and little better than a genteel de- 
nial, I determined for feveral very cogent 
reafons, not to difoblige her, and went upon 
the work therefore with feeming alacrity, 
and the utmoll expedition; 

On the fifth of June all the merchants, 
who were then refident at Mofcow, fet 
out from thence dire&ly for (c) Arch- 
angel. 

We attended them, according to cuftom, 


about ten werfts from Mofcow, to a vil- 1702 
lage, fituate on the river Youfa ; where w '‘* 
there were tents properly fpread with 
carpets, for the reception of feveral ladies 
who were expedted there ; and in fhort, 
after drinking feveral healths and luccefs 
to them in their intended journey, we re- 
turned to the city from whence we came. 

Some few days after our return, as I was 
taking a folitary walk round the garden, 
which lies behind our houfe, with a gun in 
my hand, (as Ibooting is one of my favourite 
amufements) in drder to kill fome fnipes 
and ducks, which frequent the pond, or The author 
rather the river Youfa, I difeerned a crane 
flying in the air over my head : where- 
upon, I loaded my piece with a ball, as 
common fhot was not fufficient to bring 
down a bird of her fize, and by good for- 
tune, and a little /kill, down /lie dropt 
dircttly into the pond. This occurrence, 
it feems, was fomewhat remarkable ; be- 
caufe there are but few birds of that fpccics 
to be met with throughout the whole 
country. There are feveral of them, ’tis 
true, which are kept here for plcafure ; 
but then they are for the generality prefents 
from foreign parts. Out of curiofity, I 
ordered him to be roafted ; but I cannot 
boaft, indeed, of the entertainment; for 
/he had fed in the fens, and tafled more 
like fi/h than flefh. 


Occajional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. c. 

(t) Afoph, eaft longitude 44. latitude 
47. 15. a city of Coban Tartary in Afia, 
fituate on the fouth Ihore of the river Don, 
near its mouth, a little to the cad of the Palus 
Meotis. This town Handing on the frontiers 
of Rurtia againft Turky has been feveral times 


taken and retaken of late years, but on the 
laft peace concluded in the year 1739, between 
thofe two powers, it was agreed that the forti- 
tifications Ihould be demolifhed, and the town 
remain fubjcdl to Ruflia. 

(c) Archangel, fee p. 8. n. d. 
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CHAP. IX. 

A particular Defcription of Mofcow ; together 'with a fuccinSl Account 
of all the Churches and Convents , or Monaferies , therein contained ; 
as alj'o fever al other Articles equally curious and entertaining. 


H AVING proceeded thus far, I 
think it incumbent on me now to 
expatiate a little on the ftates of his Cza- 
rian Majclly, who, by word of mouth, 
honoured me with full permiffion to fay 
whatever I thought proper on that topic; 
provided I took care to advance nothing 
hut what was matter of faff. 

I {hull commence with an accurate, 
though compendious defcription of the city 
of (a) Mofcow, of which I took a fur- 
vey from the top of one of the Czar’s 
palaces, called Morobjowa, which is a 
wooden llrudture of a very large extent, 
though but two fiories high only. On 
the ground-floor, there are no lefs than 
124 feveral apartments, and I prefume 
there arc the fame number over them. 
The whole fabrick is furrounded by a 
wooden wall. It (lands upon an eminence, 
and diredlly over- again A the convent, 
called the Dewits, on the other fide of 
the river (b) Molhn, about three werlts 
weftward from the city. Some few days be- 
fore I had been very elegantly entertained 
there, together with fome of my acquaint- 
ance, and a felcft company of ladies, by 
the brother-in-law of Prince Alexander. 


Ilis Czarian Majcfiy himfelf had pitched 
upon this particular fpot, as moll com- 
modious for my purpofc ; and l'o in effett 
it was ; but as his Maje fly’s filler, had 
taken it for the fummer feafon, I begged 
the favour of that Prince’s brother-in-law 
to introduce me to the Princefs, and give 
me an opportunity of communicating to 
her the order I had received., I had no 
fooncr told her my errand, lut (he very 
courtcoufly informed me,, tliatu was wel- 
come to come there when\ndjfs often as 
I pi 1 a fed, with this refln<OT 5 TTonhi, that I 
brought but one attendant with me. Ac- 


cordingly I went thither day after day for 
fome time, till I had accomplifhed my de- 
fign upon paper in water-colours, from one 
of the windows belonging to the palace, 
as the reader may obferve in the plate an- ^'^xn 
next. From thence I had a full profped, 
not only of every thing remarkable in the 
city it fell’, but of many things worthy of 
notice likewife in the parts adjacent. E- 
very article is carefully dillinguilhed by 
fome numeral figure ; as for inllance ; 

(1) The new convent, or monallery, 
of Dewits, that is to fay, of the Nuns. 

(2) The quarters belonging to a regiment 
of foot. (3) The porters lodge, called 
the Worllruki. (4) A place dillinguilhed 
by the name of Sufchowa. (j) Thecloi- 
ller, called thcNewinfkoy monallery. (6) 

The Sawinlkoy monallery, or convent of 
St. Sawin. (7) The church of Nicola-na- 
Rhipach,fo called from its being confecrated 
to the memory of St. Nicolas. (8) The 
church of Blagowfifchena, that is to fay, 
the annunciation of the blelfed virgin Mary. 

(9) The Dewits Monallir Strathnoi, or 
the convent of the maid in dillrefs. ( 1 o) 

The Ultretenlkoia Bachna, that is to fay, 
the tower of the gate, called Ullretens. ( 1 1 ) 

The PotrolTchey Monallir, or convent of 
St. Peter. 1 12) The cafUe, or palace, from 
whence this furvey was taken. (13) The 
Troitlka Bafchna, or the tower of the 
church, without the palace, which is di- 
llinguilhed by that name. ( 14) The grand 
church of Saboor, which is by far the moll 
magnificent, and can boall of more valu- 
able reliques than any other churfch 
throughout the city. (15) Iwan Welick, 
or the lofty tower belonging to the caflle. 

(16) The Izerkot Philatowa^ or the fine 
church, that wasereded by one Philatowa. 

(17; The church called the Waffo afeuja 

Borofchal 
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Borofchal. (18) The Kodafqfcewa, a place 
on one fide of the church, fet apart for 
the refidence of his Majefty’sHnncn-cloth 
weavers. (19) The church of St. Nicholas. 
(20) The church of Elijah called Glym 
Borock. (21) The Tugauin, a church 
fo called from the place whereon it is erect- 
ed. (22) The Anduanot Monaftir, that is 
to fay, the convent dedicated to St. An- 
dronius; (23) The fine Monaftery, called 
the Spas- Novoy, or the new Saviour. (24) 
The palace belonging to the cloifter of 
Krutifch. (25) The Donfko Monaftir, or 
the convent of the Donfche, or mother of 
God. (26) The Spafa Novoj Monaftir, or 
the new convent dedicated to our blefled 
Saviour. (27) The convent of St. Andrew. 
(28) The Daniloffki Monaftir, or the cloi- 
fler of St. Daniel. (29) The river of (b) 
Mofka. (30) The Worobjowa Gora, or^ 
the hill of fparrow 9 . 

Some hiftorians peremptorily afiert, that 
Mofcow was as big again formerly as it is 
at prefent ; but, upon the drifted enquiry 
that I could make, I found that it is much 
larger now than ever it was before ; and 
that it never could boaft offo many fpacious 
(lone-buildings as at this Day, and which 
are dill daily cncreafing. This city is in 55 
degrees 30 minutes of northern latitude, 
and is fometimes called Mofcow or Mofco, 
arid fometimes again Mufcow, or Mofcua. 
It is fituate in the fouthern parts, and much 
about the center of Ruftia or Mofcovy, 
upon the little river Mofka, from whence 
it derives its name. It is three leagues at 
lead in circumference, without the earth 
or clay-wall, and has twelve feveral gates 
belonging to it; that, for inftance, (1) 
called Potroffe Warate, or the gate of 
Potrofte. There is a whole dreet that 
goes under that denomination, which ex- 
tends itfclfas far as thcRcd- wall, called the 
Kitai. (2) The Mefnite gate, which h$s 
a dreet likewife of thefame denomination. 
Thefe two gates, which 'are both ftone- 
ftruftures, belong to the done- wall. The 
(3) * s » properly fpeaking, nothing more 
than a high-way leading to a gate of the 
city, called the Udretenfe Bralon ; for 
there is no gate, but an opening only 
on that fide in the clay- wall. The (4) 
is called the Petroffc, where there is a 


dreet that leads to the city. The (5) 
is called the Twerkfke, where there is 
a dreet of that name. The (6) is called 
the Mekitfe, with a dreet likewife under 
the fame denomination. The (7) Is 
called the Arbatfe. The (8) The Pref- 
zikhwetfche, which has a dreet ljkewifc, 
and was formerly known by the name, 
of ’t Zertelfe. The (9) Prefvvetfche, 
of the fame fituation. The (10) Kak- 
netfke, fituate on the river Neglicne. The 
(n) of the fame fituation. The (12) 
Tagantfe, or Tantfe, fituate in the fame 
manner. 

Havfftg taken this tour, I went the very 
next day all round the city-wall, called 
Beloy Gorod, and found, that it was no 
more than an hour and an half's mode- 
rate journey in circumference. Between 
mod of the city-gates juft before mentioned, 
there arc two towers at lead upon the 
walls ; but three between fome of them. 
Though they are quadrangular, they are 
by no means fit for cannon, and Hand 
four hundred paces at lead diftant one 
from another. There are two gates only, 
between which no towers are created ; 
and on that fpot, indeed, his Czarian 
Majefty has made a garden ; infomuch 
that there is no paflage perfectly round 
by the wall-fide. 

Mofcow is divided into four parts. 
The firft whereof is the caftle, or palace, 
called Viremfgozod, fituate on the river 
Mofka which flows to the weftward, and 
empties its water into the ocean near the 
city of (c) Columnia, or Kolomna, 
which is about thirty fix leagues from 
Mofcow, and the (J) Occa^fills into 
the (e) Wolga, not far from (f) Nifi- 
Novogorod, which is about one hundred 
leagues from Mofcow. This cadle is 
furrounded with a high done-wall, which 
is flanked with divers towers; and the 
plate above referred to is the fine profpeft 
of it from the river-fide near the great 
bridge. It’has four gates ; the fird called the 
Spakae, Where the dial dands ; the fecond 
called the Vikolfke Demkamennon-Morlu; 
the thirty called the Trifwal/ke ; and the 
lad TajuVrffki. It is furrounded likewife by 
a dry ditch that leads down to the river. 
As there are no cannon in this caftle, or 
• P palace. 
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1702 palace, they fire their guns on all pub* 
lie days of rejoicing, from the Arfenal, 
and plant others in the Bazat, or grand 
market-place, before the court; This 
cafilc, in which his Czarian Majefly never 
refides, is creftcd with blocks of Rone, and 
is for the mod part very dark and difmal ; 
it is inhabited, however, by the Patriarch ; 
and the couits of judicature, w'hich are 
called the l’rikacs, are held there. Some 
of the principal courtiers had formerly 
fever a I houfes there; but his Czarian 
Majefly took pofiefiion 'of them all for 
his own ufc, one only excepted. In 
the center of the great court, which is 
furrotindcd with buildings, Hands a tower 
called the I wan Wclikc, or Great John, 
where hung the Mafly Bell, which fell 
down, by means of the fire that hap- 
pened in the year 1707, and fplit ; it is 
afferted by fomc, that it weighed no lefs 
. u! than 266,666 pounds of Dutch weight, 
" t,! ' or 8coo Poels, at 33 pounds each.' It 
was founded in the reign of the Grand 
Duke Gudenan. It is, doubtlcfs, of a fur- 
prifingfize, has fevcral Rulfian characters 
on the borders of it, and on one fide, 
three heads in baflo-relievo. You mud 
go up one hundred and eight Heps between 
two towers, in cafe your curiofity leads 
you to fee it. And if you go but one and 
thirty Heps higher, you will there fee eight 
, other bells hung in the crofs-nicces of the 

tiicr bein. windows belonging to this tower; and by 
nfeending only thirty Heps above that bel- 
fry, you will fee nine more, which are hung 
in the fame manner ; fome larger than 
the other ; and fome only two and two ; 
but to gratify your curiofity in this particu- 
lar, you muftgouptwo different wood- 
en ladders ; one of ten Heps only, and 
the other of twenty. From the top of this 
tower, you have a very advantageous pro- 
fpeft of the whole city, and of all the 
fine fionc-churches with which it a- 
bounds ; and as the domes and Heeplcs 
of a great number of them are gilt, they 
ftrike the eye in a moR agrccabl A manner 
on a fine fun-fhiny day. Th ire is no- 
thing, however, fo grand andflnfcnificcnt, 
Tiii'ciiuuii as the before-mentioned church of Saboor. 
•ikjboor. J3 c |' k ] cs this, there arc divers fine 

Aonc-Arutturcs intcrfperlcd throughout 
the city ; workmen are at thi| prefent 
3 


juncture employed in ereding a new 1702 
grand Arfenal; but of wood-work, before 
St. Nicholas’s gate, which, when finifhed, Atfenal, 
is to be principally fet apart for the public wilt pur- 
pcrformance of their theatrical entertain- p '"' ;crcrtcd ' 
ments. 

Within thefe few months they have 
retained fcveral comedians from fgj Dant- Cnmeaiim 
zick, who performed divers pieces this viTrfum. 
winter at the H6tel of General le Fort ed ' 
lately deceafcd ; and the Ruffians have 
already attempted to copy after them; Artcopin 
but, as it may eafily be imagined, in but r^' 1 ” 
a very faint and imperfed manner : It h,lt im i* t * 
is certain, however, that they have fome 
tafle and genius for fuel) public reprefenta- TIuirtlftei 
tions ; befides, it mull be allowed, that 
they are fond of mimickry, be it good 
or bad ; and when they arc made fcnfible 
of the polite deportment and good man- 
ners of fome foreigners, and how much 
fuperior it is to theirs ; they very ingenu- 
oully will acknowledge themfelves by far 
out-done ; but they will infinuate, indeed, 
at the fame time, that their imitation is 
none of the worfl. 

Having thus given a fhort, but I hope a 
a fatisfadory account of this firft divifion, InK? 

I fliall proceed to the fecond, which al- 
mofl covers one fourth part of the caflle 
known by the Kut Kietay Gorod, which 
Rands almoft in the center of the city, 
and is furrounded by a high Rone-wall, 
called Krafnajaflcnna, that is to fay, the 
red- wall ; bccaufe that was in former days i„ re(< 
its real colour ; but it has fincc been to- """• 
tally whitened by tbc exprefs orders of the 
then reigning Princefs Sophia Alexefna, 
and her younger brothers. Within this 
wall, and dircdly over-againA the caRlc, 

Rands the grand church of St. Troytfa, 
or the Holy Trinity, which was erefted by JiZTot 
a famous Italian, and is looked upon as the i,t ' Tl0 * 1 "* 
moA beautiful church in the whole city, 
that of Saboor only excepted. Here likewise !'X t " d 
is kept the grand market, which is daily 
frequented by a vaA concourfe of people 
of all ranks and degrees whatfoever; here 
like wife Rands fomc of the beA houfes in 
the whole city, fome of the larircA ware- 
lioules in the pofleflion of their own as for mcr ’ 
well as of foreign merchants, who attend 
them daily ; and, in a word, fome of the 
fineft (hops, that the beft tradefmen can 

boaft 
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boaft of, according to the- commodities danding in former times their habitations 1702 

they refpe&ively deal in, whether by were, for the mod part, within the cir- wnr * J 

wholefale or retail. There are, moreover, cuit of the red and white walls. His 

divers covered places for fuch as vend Czarian Majefty, however, thought it 

all forts of cloths, either linnen or wool- mod advifcable to remove them, as they 

len, fluff, gold-fmith’s works, filks, furs, were very infolcnt, and greatly addided to 

and other wares of the like nature. There mutiny and defertion. 

are likewife fome whole ftreets in this I mud own, in regard to their build- iiouOcnd 
divifion, peculiarly appropriated to the ings, nothing furprifed me more than ,'iui'^' 

inferior artificers, fuch as pedlars, and their cudom of buying and felling their 

other petty chapmen. particular tenements, or apartments, daily 

The third divifion of the city is called in open markets, as they would any other 

Beloy Gorod, that is to fay, the White commodity whatfGever, to which they 

Wall. This and the Kietay Gorod be- had a legal title. Thcfe habitations, or 

fore-mentioned, abfolutely furround the apartments, are compofed of pieces of 

cadle to the river of Modca : this divifion timber, or trees, fo contrived, as to take 

likewife has a wall peculiar to itfelf. The to pieces, and be carried away with you 

fmall river of Neglina runs through it, where you pleafe, and to be crofted again 

and has the arfenal on the one fide of it, on what particular fpot you judge mod 

and the Grand Kabac, or public brandy- proper. A houfc of this kind of building 

(hop, on the other. will dand the purchafer perhaps in one 

The fourth and lad divifion, com- hundred or two hundred rubles, each 

prized within the clay-wall, or wall of ruhld to be valued at five Dutch fiorins, 

earth, bears the name of the Skerodum, and fo any room or apartment, in pro- 

that is to fay, thrown up in a hurry ; this portion. 

wall having been eroded in a very fliort There are certain fuburbs, villages, and 
compafs of time ; and more particularly monadcries or convents, fituate beyond 

thofe parts of it towards the rivers Moflca the clay-wall, or wall of earth, which 

and Neglina, in order to prevent any He fcattered all round about the city } 

fudden incurfions of the Tartars, which fome of them, indeed, dand conti- 

happened in the Reign of the Czar Fedor guous to each other, and fome arc 

Iwanowitz, and in the year of our Lord even adjoining to the wall. The 

1584. That Prince was the fon of the Slabode, or didridt of the Germans, is 
Czar Joan Wediclewitz, the fird that not above a mile and a half didant 

ever aflumed the title of Czar, after he from the city ; and there are divers 

had added by conqucd to his Empire, other villages to be met with which with lie 
the four kingdoms of Kafiernof (b), more remote. 

Cafan (i), Adracan, and (k) Siberia. The churches and convents belonging fiie ,, puin . 
The appellation of Czar, which is a to the city of Mofcow, the cadle, and 

Sclavonic term, does not fignify an Em- other grand drudures in the other divi- »n<uon- 

peror, . but a King only; according to fions, and adjacent to the clay- wall be- 

fomc hidorians ; for the Sclavonians, fay fore- mentioned, on the outfide, are fo 

they, write the word Keifer, Zefar, or numerous, that they are computed at no 

Kcfar, to denote an Emperor ; whereas lefs than fix hundred and feventy-ninc, 

they ufe the word Koning, or Karotie, the chapels inclufive. The druflure of 7heflruc< 

to fignify a King. The Germans like- thefe churches are, for the generality, as 

wife are sirofllv midaken, who imagine, round as an apple, or an orange ; not as ci.urciie? 

that the term Czarietfe means Kcifirin, fome vainl 1 imagine, to imitate the grand why . 

or Emprefs; fince it denotes nothing dome of the Heavens; but to aid and 

more than a Queen. aflid the pi'ieds in their facred chauntings : 

In this divifion, at prefent, dand mod of there arc fome again, who imagine, that 

the Slabodes, that is, places of refidence for the Rudians have a peculiar veneration 

the Strelfcs, or military gentry ; notwith- for bells, as deeming the found of them 
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acceptable in the ears of the Almighty : 
but fuch hiftorians are greatly miftaken ; 
the Ruffians are not fo fuperftitious as 
that comes to ; they confecrate them, in- 
deed, as the Roman Catholics do, and 
ring them always on grand festivals, and 
on Sundays before divine fervice. 

The convents, or monafteries, in and 
about the city of Mofcow, arc diftin- 
guilhcd by fcveral names and titles ; there 
are two of them in the caftle, one for the 
peculiar fervice of their male devotees, 
called Zudoff Monaffir; that is to fay, 
the convent, or cloider of miracles ; and 
here they inter the bodies of their 
Czarinas and Princefles. The remains of 
the Czars arc dcpofited in another Royal 
dormitory, of which particular notice 
ffiall be taken in another, and more pro- 
per place. The other is called Wofne- 
fenflcoy, that is to fay, the tnonaftery of 
the Afccniion of Jefus Child ; which is 
fet apart for their female devotees* or 
nuns : there arc leveral convents likewife, 
iiluatc without the done- wall of the city, 
which arc very fine and very rich ; fuel), 
for indance, as the Spadcoi Monadir, or 
convent of the Saviour of Mankind ; the 
Simonofskoi, dedicated to St. Andronius ; 
the Doufkoi, devoted to the Mother of 
Chrid ; of whom they tell you a thou- 
fand of her miraculous operations, if you 
will believe them, on the Don, or Tanais ; 
the Danilof, or that of St. Daniel ; the 
Dcwitfe, or the grand monadery of nunsj 
the Nooinfkoi Statoutenfkoi, or that of 
St. Chryfodom : the Iwanofskoi, or that 
of St. John ; the Rofihedrumkoi, or that 
of the Incarnation ; the Warfonofskoi, a 
convent devoted to a Saint of that name; 
the Satzatoi, or that of the reception ; 
the Moifefskoi, or that of Mofes ; the 
Strefnoi, or that of the Tremendous ; the 
Sawii'enskoi, fo called from its fituation ; 
the Strctenlkoi, or that of the Affcmbly ; 
the Miklacfkoi, or that of St. Nicholas, 
together with two others of the fame de- 
nomination, making, in the .whole, no 
lcfs than two and twenty convents. Al- 
mod all the drects are over-fpread with 
timber, or wooden bridges, and are im- 
padable in the fummer-feafon, when it 
frequently rains ; for upon fuch occafions, 
there are nothing but quagmires, confid- 
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ing of loads of mud and dirt. The (hop- 
keepers in this city are fo very numerous, 
♦hat they are obliged to contract them- 
felves into a very narrow compafs, for the 
profecution of their refpedive occupations, 
which they (hut up a-nights at proper 
hours, notwithdanding fome of their 
dreets are tolerably large. There are 
likewife feveral prickaes in the city, that 
is to fay, public offices, or courts of ju- 
dicature, the principal of which is that 
called the Poflolfc, for the tranfadion of 
foreign affairs; the Rofred, where the 
regider of the Ruffian nobility, governors, 
and other miniders is kept, in order to 
have recourfe to on all proper occafions ; 
the Dworets, where the account of the 
Czar’s houfc-hold affairs are kept; the 
Pofnew, or regiffer-odicc, for all the 
lands within the dominions of Ruffia ; 
and, in a word, the regider of the Strclfes, 
of military -gentry, whofe number has 
greatly decreafed iince the lad infurredion. 
All thefe public-offices, or prickaes, in 
general, are done-buildings, and are 
crowded with hackney- writers and clerks, 
whofe feveral apartments have more the 
appearance of gloomy prifons, than place) 
fet apart for public buffiuR ; and it is no 
uncommon thing to meet with perfons 
that are under clofe confinement there j 
for in fome of the apartments thereto- 
belonging, even criminals are locked up, 
and fettered ; nay, creditors likewife, 
who are allowed, indeed, to walk about, 
but have irons rattling at their heels ; the 
head-clerks, it is true, have proper apart- 
ments allotted them ; but in fome of the 
prickaes, the officers fit together pro- 
mifeuoufiy at a long table, covered with 
coarfe red-cloth, like the hangings of an 
ordinary room. The regiders of fuch 
offices as have the adminidration of fo- 
reign affairs entrufted to their care and 
condud, are kept in that called the 
Mofens : thofe regiffers of the lands of 
Cafan and Affracan, and the provinces 
thereto annexed, in that which they call 
the Kafans d’Woore. There is likewife 
a regider of the arms, kept at an office 
iiewly ereded for the admiralty, called 
Rufchewne. The difpenfatory is kept in 
the fame place ; as is alfo the regifter for 
the names of all fuch goldfmiths as are re- 
tained 
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taincd in his Majefty’s fervice, and arc 
paid in that office. The regifters of the 
greater part of the revenues of the ftate, 
are kept in the Bolfchaia Kacfna. The 
nobility, and the commiffioners, or head- 
clerks, have their trials in thofe offices, 
diftinguifhed by the names of Soednoi 
Wolodinerfkoi, and Sudnoi Mofkofskoi. 
The duties belonging to the feals, are 
paid into the office called the Petfutnoi, 
and are regiftred therein. Every religious 
houfe is fubjeCt to the prikaes of the 
convents ; and all ecclefiaftical caufes are 
heard and determined in that belonging 
to the patriarch ; fuch for inftance, as 
relate to marriages, eftates of inheritance, 
arbitrations, family-diflentions, adulteries, 
fornications, and cafes of the like nature. 
That called the Jamfkoi is the office pe- 
culiarly fet apart for regiftering of all fuch 
carmen, or drivers, as are annually em- 
ployed in his Majefty’s fervice. 

During my refidence at Mofcow, all 
thefc eighteen feveral prikaes, or public 
offices, were kept in the caftle ; but there 
were feveral, indeed, without ; fuch, for 
inftance, as that called the Pufchkarifch, 
for the regiftring of their cannon j the 
Sibierfch, for the adminiftration of the 
affairs of Siberia} the Rofboina, where 
murderers, and other capital criminals, 
are tried, condemned, or acquitted. The 
principal, or head- officer of thefe prikaes, 
is, for the moft part, a favourite at court, 
and one of the prime minifters of State, 
whom his Czarian Majefty inverts with 
this important port, either through fa- 
vour and affection, or as a grateful ac- 
knowledgment of fome fignal fervices. It 
is one ftep, likewife, towards the very 
higheft ports in the whole kingdom, that 
is to fay, it is an introduction to the be- 
ing conftituted a Boyard, or Counfellor 
of State, which is an office of that dig- 
nity, as, with great propriety, may be 
compared to that of a grandee of Spain, 
or a peer of France ; or elfe to be one of 
thofe called the Okolnitfches } that is, 
one of thofe who perfonally accompany 
his Czarian Majefty, when he goes a- 
broad } or of the Doemne Divorens, that 
is, one of the noble counfellors, or of the 
Doemne Diack, that is, one of the fe- 


cretaries of the council } or of the Stol- 
niks, that is, one of the officers that at- 
tend on his Majefty at table ; or of the 
Worenes, that is, one of the officers of the 
court; or, to conclude, of the Schilfi, that is 
to fay, an officer but one degree inferior to 
thofe laft-mentioned. The firftof the nobi- 
lity, and all fuch as have the honour to be in 
any degree of confanguinity with the 
Czarina, are frequently promoted to the 
port of a Spalnick, that is to lay, is con- 
ftituted one of the gentlemen of his Ma- 
jefty’s bed-chamber ; after thefe follow the 
Rewards of the houfhold, the carvers, the 
cup-bearers, and fo gradually defending. 
The Czar, foon after his return from the 
(m) Netherlands, created an order of 
knighthood, under the patronage and pro- 
tection of the Apoftle St. Andrew, and 
has already dignified five of his favourite 
courtiers with that honourable title, whofe 
names are as follow, viz. the Count Few- 
dor Alexowitz Gollowin, a Boyard, Prime 
Mjnifter of State, and High Admiral of 
the feas ; Hetman, the Grand General of 
the Coffacs ; Mr. Printz, Ambaffador Ex- 
traordinary from the King of Pruffia ; 
the General Velt-Marfhal Boris; and Pe- 
trowitz Czeremetof ; to each of thefe he 
made a prefent of St. Andrew’s Crofs ; 
together with the image or picture of 
that Saint in miniature, fet with dia- 
monds. 

To the grandeur and dignity of this 
court we may farther add, that his Czarian 
Majefty is a defpotic Prince, and inverted 
with an unlimited power over all his fub- 
jeCts ; that his will alone, however par- 
tial, is his law ; that he can, if he thinks 
fit, difpofe not only of the fortunes, but 
the lives likewife of any of his people, 
from the courtier to the peafant, on the 
lead: difguft ; in a word, that his power 
extends itfelf over all affairs, fpiritual as 
well as temporal ; for he can new- model, 
juft as his fancy directs him, the whole 
form of divine fervice ; which is an at- 
tempt too dangerous for any other crowned 
head, and fuch a ticklifh point, that no 
other would venture to interpofe fo far, 
for fear of raifing the clergy’s refentment 
to too high a pitch. 

Having thus expatiated pretty largely 
Q on 
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on the rewards conferred on merit, and 
on all fach as teftify their zeal and at- 
tachment to his Majcffy’s intcrcff, and 
deport themfelves fo as to be entitled to 
his favour, cither in peace or war, and to 
be entrullcd with the adminiflration of all 
public affairs ; we fhall now drop that 
topic, and proceed to give a curfory ac- 
count of the various kinds of punifliments 
as are inflided on criminals, or fuch other 
delinquents as unhappily fall into difgrace, 
and become the objeds of his Majefly’s 
refentment, and high difpleafure. The 
moft (hocking and fevc/e is Jiat of their 
burning perfons alive. For this purpofe, 
they eredt a fmall wooden houfe, in a 
quadrangular form, which is loaded with 
a profufion of draw both within and 
without; in this, the poor unhappy cri- 
minal, after fentence pronounced, is ffmt 
up, and then fire is immediately applied; 
which, in a few moments, fuffocatcs the 
party, and, in a fliort compafs of time, 
reduces the whole flrudture, to duff and 
afhes. 

Their manner of beheading perfons of 
diflindlion is with an ax upon a block, 
and their method of hanging of common 
delinquents, is on a gibbet eredlcd for 
that purpofe, as in other countries. Some 
again are buried alive in the ground up 
to their (boulders, an inrtancc of which 
we have before related. Now, what is 
peculiarly remarkable is this ; that when- 
ever thefe executions happen, they arc 
tran faded witli that filcnce and precau- 
tion, that one end of the town knows 
nothing of what paffes at the other. As 
for fuch whofe crimes are not fo flagrant 
as to touch their lives, their punifhment 
is, for the mod part, the Knoet, that is, 
a large leather thong, or whip, which 
the executioner fometimes lays upon the 
naked back with fo heavy a hand, as that 
fomcofthem actually expire under the ope- 
ration. Their manner of infixing this par- 
ticular punifhment is fomething odd and 
peculiar ; for the executioner has a power 
to pitch upon any perfon amongft the 
gaping crowd, who appears to him to he 
a flrong, robuft fellow, and make him 
take the delinquent upon his back, with 
his arms laid over his fhoulders, and 
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acrofs his breaft ; after that, the execu- 
tioner ties his feet ; and one of his af- 
fi (hints, taking faff hold of the hair of 
his head, he adminiflers the number of 
flrokcs appointed, be they more or lefs, 
which never fail of fleaing off the fkin, 
unlefs peculiarly and partially favoured : 
for crimes of a lefs heinous nature, they 
make ufe of drubbing only: in this 
cafe, the delinquent is laid flat on his 
belly ; one of the executioner’s afliftants 
fits upon bis head, and another on his 
heels, while the punifhment to which lie 
is doomed is duly inflicted. When any 
delinquents are tortured, in order to ex- 
tort from them an open confeflion of the 
crimes and mifdemeanours laid to their 
charge; they hang the parly up, and, 
after having whipt him feverely with the 
Knoet, draw a red hot iron over the 
wounds he lias received; but the moll: 
fevere, and moft afflidive torture that fome, 
who are more ohflinate and ftubborn than 
ordinary, undergo, is, when the crowns of 
their head arc clofe fliaved, and cold wa- 
ter is gradually dropt down upon them. 

The punifhment which they generally 
inflid, cither on infolvcnt debtors, or 
fuch as are able, but not willing to fatisfy 
the demands of their creditors, is this’; 
they are, in the firff place, expofed to 
public view before the prikaes, or public ' 
offices, and then and there receive three 
heavy ftrokes with a cudgel on one fide 
of their legs. Such as are indebted to 
the amount of an hundred rubles, or 
five hundred florins, are punifhed in that 
manner, daily, for a whole month with- 
out intern, iffion ; and fuch whofe debts 
fall fliort of that fum, arc only punifhed 
in proportion, but in the fame manner. 
And after all the mortifications that they 
have laboured under, i n cafe they can- 
n0t . “mpromife Alters, a „d procure 
their difcharge; an appraifement of their 
effeds .s ^mediately made, and the mo- 
ney raifed thereupon delivered into 
the hands of their creditors; and, i n a 
word, if even this falls fliort of giving 
fat.sfad.on to their mercilcfs creditors 
their very wives and children are del 
1 1 vc red into their cuffody, till the whole 
debt is dilcharged by fervice; and for 
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2 fuch fcrvice, they are allowed only five 
rubles annually for a man, and half the 
fum for a woman : there is fomc reafon, 
however, to be given for fo fmall a de- 
duction ; becaufe the creditor who re- 
ceives them is obliged, not only to main- 
tain them, but furnifh them with decent 
apparel. And in this unhappy ftatc of 
fervitude, mud the poor wives and chil- 
dren remain, be the time longer or 
fhorter, till the laft penny be duly and 
truly difeharged. 

, Mofcow is faid to be fituate in the 

Mofcow, its 

at nation, center and beft part of Mofcovy, 120 
leagues from the frontiers on all fides; 
86 from thofe of (n) Poland, and 460 
from the Empire of (0) Pcrfia, or the 
town of f^ Tarku, which is under the 
Mofcovite, on this fide of the (q) Cafpian, 
admitting each league to be equal to an 
hour. From Mofcow, likewife, to the 
laft frontier place belonging to his Czarian 
Majefty in (r) Siberia, or to the river of 
Argoen, or (s) Argun, which divides the 
dominions of that Prince from thole of 
the Cham of (t) China, are 7,600 werfts, 
or 1,320 leagues, and from thence to 
(u) Pekin, the capital of China, 2500 
werfts, as I have been credibly informed 
by the Sieur Everhard Hbrants, who tra- 
velled this journey in the quality of Envoy 
from (w) Ruffia. As for Mofcovy in 
fituatUm' in general, that part which the Latins call 
gmcui. Rufiia-Nigra, or Rubra, that is to fay, 
Black or Red Ruffia, and fometimes cal- 
led Leffer Rufiia, is fituate in the fouthern 
part of ( x ) Poland, between (y) Polefia, 
(z) Volhinia, (aa) Podolia, (bb) Tran- 
filvanii, and (cc) Hungary; whilft Ruf- 
fia is to the northward of the Red, and is 
the largcft country in all Europe, lying 
between the Icy-Sea, the river of laick, 
the Cafpian Sea, one part of (id) Wolga, 
the. (cc) Crim, or Precopian Tartary, 
the (Jf) Nieper of Boryfihenes, the Grand 
Dutchy of (gg) Lithuania, (hh) Livonia, 
( ii ) Efthonia, (kk) Ingria, (ll) Sweden, 
and the ( mm ) Swedifti Lapland. 

The princi- Its principal cities are Mofcow, (nn) 
Ruffia 1 ””* 1 Wolodimct, (00) Novogorod, (j>p) Smo- 
Mofcoiy. lenfko, Cafan, (qq) Bulgar, Aftracan, 
f rrj Wologda, (ss) Plekow, (tt) Refan, 
(uu) Archangel, and (ivw) St. Nicholas. 


In the year 1533, this Empire cf 1702 
Ruffia was under the dominion, and iub- 
jed to the Grand Duke, or Czar Iwun, Thefcveui 
or John Bafilowitz, a perfect lavage, and M u ‘a u fy. 
a tyrant, who departed this life in the 
year 1584. His Ion Fedor, or Theodore 
Iwanowitz, was his immediate fucccfior, 
but died within fourteen years after hi9 
acccflion to the crown. Upon his de- 
ceafc, which was in the year 1598, Boris 
Gudenon got pofleffion of the throne, 
but died fuddenly about feven years after- 
wards, that is tp fay, in the year 1605. 

His fon Fedor Boriffowitz Gudenon fuc- 
ceeded him, ’tis true ; but reigned three 
months only ; for he was put to death by 
the treacherous Demetrius in 160 6. As 
he got poffeffion of the throne, however, 
by ufurpation, the Ruffians adually burnt 
him in 1607. One Bafil Znlki fucceed- 
ed him ; but his fubjeds delivered him up 
into the hands of the Poles, amongft 
whom he died in the year 1610. In his 
ftead, reigned Prince Uladiflaus, the fon 
of Sigifmond, then King of Poland ; but 
one Michalowitz, or Michael Federowitz 
of Romanof, feized on the crown in the 
year 1613, and reigned in his ficad till the 
year 1645. Alexius Michalowitz, his 
fon, fuccecded him, but died on the 
twenty-ninth of January 1676. Inhisflead 
reigned Fedor Alcxewitz, who died on the 
twenty -feventh of April, 1682, without 
iffue. His brother Peter Alcxewitz was 
foon after eleded by the Ruffians ; but a 
powerful fadion arofe, who cfponfcd the 
intcrcft of his brother Ivan Alexowitz, 
and before the year was expired, effabliffi- 
ed him as joint-partner in the throne. 

Fie died, however, on the twenty-ninth 
of January 1 696. 

They reckon but eleven Patriarchs on- Tlui[ 
ly to the year 1 700, whofe names were ‘""'‘j’’ 
as follow, viz. (i)JofF. (2) Germogen. 

( 3 ) Ignatius, tho’ he is not reckoned, in- 
deed, amongft the reft, as he was a Ro- 
man-Catholic under the ufurper Deme- 
trius above-mentioned. (4) Philaret. (5) 

Jofaff. (6)Joffiff. (7) Nikon. (8)Joftph. 

(9) Pefterim. (10) Joachim, and (ll) 

Advan ; fince. whom no other has been 
eleded to this day. 
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In the year 1689, there were no lefs 
than forty-four Boyars, that is to fay, 
Counfellors of State, who were illuflrious 
perfonages of the feveral families herein- 
after particularly mentioned, viz. Two 
of the family of the Zirkafles ; three of 
that of the Galithcns ; one of the Odi- 
efkoy ; three of the Ptoforefskoy ; five of 
the Sollickowes ; three of the Wruforcy ; 
three of the Czeremetof ; one of the Dol- 
goruki ; one of the Bonodanofski ; one of 
the Trokurof ; one of the Repum ; one 
of the Wolcn/koy ; one of the Kofiofskoy; 
one of the Berantenfkoy ; one of the 
Tzerbutof ; two of the Golowins ; one 
of the Scheyn ; two of the Bakurlino ; 
one of the Pufkin ; one of the Chilkoff ; 
one of the Stuefchnoff ; one of the Saba- 
kim j two of the Miloflafskoy ; two of 
the Nariulkuns; one of the Sokoffinus ; 
one of the Tufchoff ; and one of the Ma- 
tunfkin. Thcfe are the attendants on 
the Czar in his Privy-Councils ; and thefe 
favourite courtiers have the adminiftration 
of all his public affairs. 

The troops which his Czarian Majefiy, 
for the mod part, keeps on foot, amount 
to no lefs than 46, or 50,000; befides 
feveral regiments both of liorfe and lances, 
who are paid out of the Royal treafury, 
and receive part of their annual (Upend in 
cafli, and part in corn, and other nccef- 
faries of life. In time of war, the whole 
body of the Ruffian nobility are fummoned 
to attend, who are, doubtlcfs, a very 
potent body, and amount (according to 
the neared computation) to little lefs than 
2,000,000, their feveral lervants, and 
other attendants included : fomc of them, 
indeed, have no lefs than ten or twenty 
in their retinue ; but the majority make 
their appearance with two or three only at 
mod. 

The revenues ofRufiia, of which fome 
notice has already been taken, principally 
arife from the (kins and furs, corn, lea- 
ther, afltes, hemp, mats, tar, tallow, 
and other commodities of the like nature. 
A confiderable fum likewife arifes from 
the Kababs, which are houfes belonging 
to his Czarian Majefiy, where are pub- 
lickly vended beer, brandy, and mead. 
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The cuftoms inward amount likewife to 
a large fum. Caviar is tranfported from 
Archangel into foreign countries; as is 
ifing-glafs alfo, which is the bladder of 
the fiurgeon, and taken in great quan- 
tities at Afiracan, and other places on the 
Wolga. This latter commodity is prin- 
cipally ufed for the refining of wines ; 
and befides, it makes an excellent glue. 
A great part of it, moreover, is confirmed 
by thole who praftife the art of dying. 

I (hall clofe this chapter with a fuccimfi 
account of the length of the days and 
nights in Ruffia, which I flatter my felf, 
will be an acceptable amufement to the 
curious. The autumnal equinox falls out 
on the eighth of September, which makes 
the day and night equal. On the twen- 
ty-fourth, the day is eleven hours, and the 
night thirteen. On the tenth of O&ober, 
the day is ten hours only, and the night 
fourteen. On the twenty- fixth, the day 
is but nine, and the night fifteen. On 
the eleventh of November, the day is 
eight only, and the night fixteen. On 
the twenty-feventh, the day is but feven 
hours, and the night feventccn. On the 
twelfth of December, the days begin to 
lengthen. On the firft of January, the day 
is eight hours, and the night fixteen. On 
the feventeenth, the day i; nine hours, 
and the night fifteen. On the fecond of 
February, the day is ten hours, and the 
night fourteen. On the eighteenth, the 
day is eleven hours, and the night thir- 
teen. On the fixth of March, the vernal 
equinox makes the day and night equal. 
On the twenty-fecond, the day is thirteen 
hours, and the night but eleven. On 
the leventh of April, the day is fourteen 
hours, and the night only ten. On the 
twenty-third, the day is fifteen hours, and 
the night only nine. On the ninth of 
May, the day is fixteen hours, and the 
night but eight. On the twenty-fifth, 
the day is feventeen hours, and the night 
only feven. On the twelfth of June, the 
days begin to fliorten. On the fixth of 
July, the day is fixteen hours, and the 
night eight. On the twenty-fecond, the 
day is fifteen hours, and the night nine. 
On the fiifi ofAugufl, the day is fourteen 
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night eleven. Then comes the autumnal 


Occaftonal Remarh on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. c. 

(b) Molka, a river, fee p. 47. n. a. 

(c) Kolomna, or Columnia, eaft longitude 
40. latitude 56. a city of Ruffia, in the pro- 
vince of Mofcow, fituate at the confluence of 
the rivers Mofka and Occa, forty miles fouth 
eaft of Mofcow. 

(d) Occa, or Ocka, a great river in Mof- 
covy, which rifes in the province of Sfeefk, 
and running north, pafles by Orel, and Pere- 
mil, and then turning eaft, joins the river 
Mofka at Kolomna ; after which, it continues 
to run eaft by Refanfkoi and Nifi-Novogorod, 
falling into the river Wolga, a little below 
Novogorod. 

(e) Wolgi, or Volga, fee p. 28. n. /. 

(f) Nifi- Novogorod, eaft longitude 34. la- 
titude 58. a city of Mofcovy, and the capital 
of the province of Novogorod, fituate on the ri- 
ver WolcofF, near the lake of Ilmen, 130 miles 
fouth-eaft of Peterfburg. It is the fee of an 
Archbifhop, and has in it 180 churches and 
monafteries * the country about it abounds in 
corn, flax, hemp, wax, and honey ; and they 
manufacture the bed Ruffia leather there, 

(g) Dantzick, eaft longitude 19. latitude 
54. the capital of Regal Pruflia, in the King- 
dom of Poland, fituate on the Weftern fliore 
of the river Wefel, or the Viftula, which a 
little below falls into the Baltic Sea. It is an 
excellent harbour, and has the beft foreign 
trade of any port within the Baltic. It (lands 
one hundred and forty miles north of Warfaw, 
and feventy miles fouth-wtft of Koningfburgh. 
The town is large, and encompafifed with a 
wall, and fortifications of a great extent. The 
houfes are well built of ftone, or brick, fix or 
feven (lories high •, and the granaries, contain- 
ing vaft magazines of corn, and naval (lores 
are ftill higher, to which the ftiipping lie clofc, 
and take in their lading ; for the Dutch an- 
nually import from hence a great many thou- 
sand tuns of corn, timher, and naval ftorcs •, 


and other nations fome; but the Dutch have 
the greatell (hare of this trade, paying for 
their merchandize with pickled herrings, the 
fpices of India, fugars, brandy, and other pro- 
duce of the more fouthern countries * whereas 
the Englifh, and other nations, are forced to 
purchafe thefe things chiefly with ready monejr. 
The inhabitants are computed to amount to 
200,000 fouls, who are jTubject to a mixed 
kind of government. Their magiftracy con- 
fifts of thirty fenators, who continue for life ; 
four of them burgo-mafters; befides thefe, 
there are thirteen confuls, who elect the /aid 
burgo-mafters out of their own body, and 
elect the judges, and all other officers of the 
city, from whom there lies an appeal to the 
thirteen confuls and four burgo-mafters, and 
from them to the republic of Poland. The 
King annually nominates a burgo mafter out 
of the confuls, to reprefent his perfon in the 
fenate, and all fentences of death muff: be 
figned by him in the King’s name. One hun- 
dred burgeffts are elected to reprefent the 
people’s grievances, defend their privileges, 
and infpeft the adminiftration of the govern- 
ment ; and the hundred, with the concurrence 
of the fenate, prefent the clergy to vacant be- 
nefices. The eftabliflied religion is the Lu- 
theran ; but Papifts, Calvinifts, and Anabap- 
tifts, are tolerated. The jurifdiclion of the 
town extends forty miles round the city, and the 
inhabitants maintain a garrifonat their own cx- 
pence, and coin money, with the effigies of the 
King on the one fide, and the city-arms on the 
reverfe. They arc faid to be under the pro- 
tection of Poland j but, if they had not been 
protected by other powers againft their ene- 
mies, their State had been long fincc fubverted. 
In the year 1703, the Englifh, the Dutch, 
and the King of Prtiftia, entered into an alli- 
ance for their protection againft the Swedes, 
who would have extorted a fum of money 
from them, as they did again in the year 1706, 
whtn the King of Sweden threatned them with 
a vifit, on his fuccefs againft King Auguftus, 
if they refufed to acknowledge Stamflaiis for 
their King. But in the year 1734, when they 
took the part of Scamflaii3 againft the present 
King of Poland, and actually harboured and 
R pro- 
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1702 protc&ed him in their city, having been pur- 
w chafed with French money, they were belleged 
by the Mofcovites and Saxons, obliged to fur- 
render, and forced to purchafe their peace 
with feveral hundred thoufand pounds, for 
differing Staniflaiis to make his efcape out of 
the city during the fiege. 

(h) Cafun, or Kafan, a province of Ruffia, 
bounded by the province of Permia on the 
north, by Siberia on the eaft, by the river 
Wolga, which feparates it from little Novo* 
gorod, on the fouth, and by the province of 
Mofcow proper on the weft. 

(i) Aftracan, eaft longitude 52. latitude 47. 

the capital of the Kingdom of Aftracan, in 
Afiatic Ruffia, fuuate on the eaftern fliore of 
the river Wolga, eighty miles north of the 
Cafpian fca, eight hundred miles fouth-weft of 
Mofcow, and four hundred and fifty miles 
north of Afterabat. It is a large, populous 
city, and a good fea-port, where the Ruffians, 
the Englifh, and other Europeans, embark 
for Perfia. * 

« 

(k) Siberia, fee p. 17. n. 1 . 

( l ) Don, or Tanais River, rifes in the pro- 
vince of Refan, in Ruffia, and running fouth- 
caft, paffes by Woronets, and continuing its 
courfe ftill fouth-eaft, approaches near the ri- 
ver Wolga, where the Czar Peter the Great was 
cutting a canal for a communication between the 
two rivers. The river Don turns to the fouth- 
weft, and, dividing Alia from Europe, falls 
into the Palus Meotis, a little below the city 
of Afoph. But tho’ Czar Peter did not live 
10 finifh the laft canal, he had made another 
between the river Woronets, and another ri- 
ver which falls into the Wolga, whereby the 
Don had a communication with it, and both 
thofe rivers are deep enough to carry flijps of 
a good burthen down to the Euxine and Caf- 
pian feas; but the lofing of Afoph has made 
the navigation of the Ruffians to the Euxine 
fea imprafticable. 

(w) Netherlands, fituate between two and 
l'evcn degrees of call longitude and between 
50. and 53 degrees 30 minuses of north lati- 
tude, bounded by the German fea on the 
north, by Germany on the eaft, by Lorrain 


nominated the Netherlands, or Low Coim- 170a 
tries, from their low fituation, near the mouths '*nrsi 
of feveral great rivers; the maritime parts 
whereof were a morafs, till drained by the in- 
duftry of the numerous people that retired hn 
ther from the perfections and opprcfllons of 
the Spaniards, and other bigotted powers. 

Thefc provinces are in number feventeen, and 
formerly enjoyed great privileges, being govern- 
ed by as many Princes, under the various titles of 
Dukes, Counts, or Lords, but became at 
length united by marriages, compact, or con- 
queft, in the houfe of Burgundy, anno 1430 ; 
and came under the dominion of Spain about 
the year 1506, by a marriage between the 
heirefs of the houfe of Burgundy and Spain, 
and were by Charles V. Emperor of Germany, 
and King of Spain, conftituted part of the cir- 
cle of Burgundy. Philip II. King of Spain, 
fuccecding his father the Emperor Charles V, 
and perfecuting and oppreffing his fubjedts in 
the low countries, either upon account of their 
oppofing his encroachments on their liberties, 
or embracing the dodtrines of the reformation, 
occafioned a civil war in thefe countries ; and 
at length, feven of the feventeen provinces 
threw off the Spanifh yoke, and formed an 
alliance at Utrecht, anno 1579, which ob- 
tained the name of the Union of Utrecht ; 
and thefc provinces have ever fince been 
called the United Provinces. The other ten 
provinces were reduced to the obedience of 
Spain, and were fubjedt to that crown, tilt 
conquered by the allies, and refigned to the 
houfe of Auftria by the treaty of Utrecht, 
anno 1713. under whofe dominion moft of 
the ten ftill remain, and are called the Auftrian 
Netherlands. But Artois, part of Flanders, 

Hainalt,. and the Cambrefis, are in the pof- 
feffion of the French, and called the French 
Netherlands. The Dutch alfo poflefs the north 
part of Brabant, and Flanders, which are 
therefore called Dutch Brabant, and Dutch 
Flanders. The French have reduced almoft 
all the Auftrian Netherlands in the Jate war, 

Limburg and Luxemburg only excepted. The 
Netherlands, Auftrian and French, confift of 
ten provinces, viz. (1) Flanders, (2) Brabant, 

(3) Antwerp, (4) Mechlin, or Malines, (5) 

Limburg, (6) Luxemburg, (7) Hainalt, (8) 
the Cambrefis, (9) Namur, and (10) Ar- 
tois. 


and France on the fouth, and by another part 
of France, and the Britifh fcas on the weft, 
extending near three hundred miles in length 
from north to fouth, and two hundred miles 
in breadth from eaft to weft. The antient 
name of this country was Bdgia, but fince d* 

/ 


The foil is generally fruitful, producing 
good corn and pafture, and their gravelly, 
light lands arc now as valuable as the rich, 
heavy ground, by the improvements they 
have made with fown grafs, turnips, &c. but 
chiefly by their plantations of flax and hemp 4 ; 
their manufactures of linen and lace arc brought 

to 
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to great perfeflion ; viz. their lawns, cam- 
brics, Mechlin and Brufiels lace ; their ta- 
peftry is very rich, and they have ftill a good 
woollen manufadure, particularly camblets 
and light duffs. 

Flanders is a flat country ; fcarce a hill or a 
Hone to be met with in it. The richeft land 
lies between Dunkirk and Bruges, extending 
forty miles in length, abounding in wheat, 
barley, and as good meadow and paffure as is 
to be met with in Europe : but between Bruges 
and Ghent, and Ghent and Antwerp, is a 
gravelly or fandy foil, and that part of Bra- 
bant which lies between Antwerp and Hol- 
land is equally unfit for corn, but enriched 
with plantations of flax, hemp, and hops. 

The reft of the Auftrian Netherlands con- 
fifts of little hills and valleys, woods, inclofed 
grounds, and champaign fields, not unlike 
England ; and their numerous rivers, and na- 
vigable canals give them a great advantage 
over us, their carriage of the produce of the 
country from one part to another, cofting them, 
comparatively fpeaking, but a trifle. They 
had the greateft woollen manufa&ure in the 
world, while Bruges was the market for Eng- 
lilh wool, and the foreign trade of Antwerp 
exceeded that of any port in Europe, until 
the Dutch built forts at the mouth of the 
Schcld, and turned the current of trade to 
Holland. No country has larger towns, or 
finer fortifications. It has been the feat of 
war for near thefe two hundred years paft, the 
French and Spaniards, and their allies, con- 
tending perpetually for this rich country. 

The legiflative authority of the refpedive 
provinces is, or ought to be, veiled in the So- 
vereign, and the States of each province, 
which confifts (i) of the bifliops, abbots, and 
dignified clergy. (2) of the nobility and gen- 
try, and (3) of the burgefles of their great 
towns, who meet at Btuflels, but affcmble in 
feparate houfes, and make laws for the re- 
fpedive provinces. The civil and canon 
law are in force here, where they do not 
interfere with the municipal laws of the 
country. 

By the antient laws of the country, no fo- 
reign forces ought to be introduced ; but this 
is not regarded now, either by the Auftrians, 
or the French, any more than fome of the 
reft of their privileges. By the treaty of 
Utrecht, their barrier towns were to be garri- 
foned by 25,000 Dutch. Their religion is 
moderate popery j the inquifition docs not 
reign here. 

(») Poland Kingdom is fituate between fix- 
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teen and thirty-four degrees of eaft longitude, 
and between forty-fix and lifty-feven degrees 
of north latitude, being bounded by the Baltic 
Sea, Livonia, and Ruflia, on the north by 
Ruflia, and Bodziac Tartary, on the eaft by 
Beflarabia, Moldavia, Tranfilvania, and Hun- 
gary, on the fouth (feparated from Tranfilvania 
and Hungary by the Carpathian mountains) 
and bounded by Pomerania, Brandenburg* 
and Si left a on the weft, being a'moft fquare, 
and feven hundred miles over either way. It 
is a flat, level country, well-watered by lakes and 
rivers, and an exceeding fruitful foil, abound- 
ing in wheat and rye, with which the Dutch 
load fome hundreds of (hips every year, to 
diftribute to fuch countries as happen to have 
a fcarcity of corn. They have alfo rich mea- 
dows and paftures, which feed vaft flocks and 
herds of cattle, with which they fupply Ger- 
many ; and they have an excellent breed of 
horfes. There are mines of filver, lead, iron, 
and copper alfo, in ftveral parts of Poland ; 
but they make more advantage of their (alt- 
mines than any of the rift-, the country alfo 
produces flax, hemp, and furs, and they have 
manufafhires of linnen and leather, which they 
export, as well as malls and yards, and naval 
(lores, taking in return cloth, filks, tapeftry, 
wrought-plate, wines, ' fpices, herrings, and 
other falted filh, tin, and fruits ; but the ba- 
lance of trade is very much againft them, and 
they have very few (hips, or port-towns, be- 
fidcs Dantzic. Their conftitution is a mixed 
monarchy, in which the people feem to have 
the greateft (hare of the government, which 
makes it frequently called a republic. The 
King is eleded by the whole body of the gen- 
try, who put what conditions on their Prince 
they fee fir, before they crown him, which 
he takes an oath to obferve, and this is called 
the pada conventa •, nor can the King raife 
forces without the concurrence of the gentry, 
who are in reality petty Sovereigns in their 
own ertates ; and the Crown-General, as he is 
called, will obey no commands but that of 
the Diet, or Afiembly of the States; and 
every Palatine, or officer, will take the liberty 
to return home out of the field, whenever he fees 
fit, let the confequcnce be what it will. The 
King is at no expence in keeping armies on 
foot, or providing for the officers of State ; thefe 
are all maintained by the republic, and ac- 
countable to it, tho* nominated by the King, 
with this limitation, however, that he can 
prefer none but gentlemen, and rhofe, natives 
of the province where they are to ad, and not 
related to his Majefty ; nor can any one be 
deprived of his office, but by the unanimous 
confent of the Diet. The King’s revenues are 
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1792 140,000'. per annum, which, with his pa- 

wv'*' teina! ellatc, and what he makes by difpofing 
of places, is an ample revenue; fince all the 
charges of the adminidration are borne by the 
, republic, as well as the expences of the Quecn- 
Confort’s court. The Jenate confids of the 
bifhops, palatines, caftellans, and ten great 
ofliccrs of the crown, who are confulted by 
the King in all acts of State. The grand 
Diet of Poland ronfills of the King, the 
fenate, and deputies , or reprefentatives 
of the gentry of every palatinate or 
county, who ought, by their conditution, to 
affemblc once in three years, and their fefTion 
continue fix weeks, and no longer; and in 
this Diet the legillative power is lodged: 
every province alio has its particular, or pro- 
vincial Diet, who make laws lor the refpec- 
tivc provinces ; lb that Poland is rather a great 
many united and confederated States, than one 
Kingdom. There are allb fome free dates, 
and independent cities and provinces, who are 
governed by their refpedtive Princes and ma- 
giftrates ; as Ducal Pruflia, by the King of 
Pruflia, Courland, by its own Duke, and 
Dant'/ac, by their magiflrates : the religion of 
tlic country is Roman Catholic, except in the 
mat tli, where the fuhjcfts of the King of 
Piuflia, and thole of-Dantzic, and feveral 
other cities, are protidants. The forces of the 
Poles arc all horfe, and are rather a militia, 
confiding of the gentry and their dependents, 
than regular troops ; for they lerve no longer 
than they fee fit ; and if the republic have 
occafion lor foot, they hire them of other 
Princes ; and fince the Eledors of Saxony 
have fat on the throne of Poland, they have 
lurnilhed the Poles with more foot than they 
defired ; infomuch that they frequently af- 
femblcd the crown-army to 4five them out of 
the country in the lad reign. 

( 0 ) Perfia, a kingdom of Alta, fituate be- 
tween 45 and 67 degrees of ead longitude, 
and between 25 and 45 degrees of north la- 
titude, being 1200 milts long, and almod' 
1200 broad, and is bounded by Circallian 
Tartary, the Cafpian Sea, and the river Oxus, 
which leparates it Irom Ulbec Taitary, on the 
noith, by Kail -India on the ead, by the In- 
dian Ocean, the gulphs of Ormus and Baflora 
or Perlia on the fouih, and the Turkilh Em- 
pire on the wed. The limits, on the fide of 
India, have lately been extended farther ead- 
ward by the prelent Sophi Sha Nadir, who 
has added all the Indian provinces, on the wed 
fide of the river Attoc or Indus, to the Perfian 
Empire-, which the great Mogul confirmed to 
2 


him, when he relinqui Hied his conqueds of I 7 0? ' 
the Indian provinces which lie ead of the ******* 
Indus, anno 1739. On the fide of Turky, 
the boundaries cannot be exadly fixed ; for 
tho’ the river Tigris forms part of the wedern 
boundary, near its mouth, the Turks and 
Perfians are dill contending for the provinces 
which lie further north, upon that river. The 
air of Perfia is cxceflive hot in the dimmer, 
lying near the tropic of Cancer ; even the 
winds are fo hot, for two or three months in 
the year, that there is no travelling or dirring 
abroad about noon ; feveral have been killed 
by them. Thefe winds come from the eafl- 
ward, over a vad trad of burning funds, 
heated like an oven ; but then the wind Ihifts, 
and they are refrefhed with cool breezes in the 
afternoon : there is very little water in Perfia ; 
fcarce a river, that will carry a boat ; and a 
traveller does not meet with water fometimes 
for feveral clays ; but there is no place where 
they hulband the water better. They colled 
all their little fprings and rivulets, and,turning 
them into one dream or aquedud, dired 
them to their towns, and to the fields and 
gardens, that arc cultivated, forty or fifty 
miles frequently. The country is much en- 
cumbered by mountains, and fome of -them 
exceeding high, and generally dry, barren 
rocks, without trees or heibage; but there 
are many fruitful valleys, in which their great 
towns dand ; nor can any country be more 
fruitful than that part of Perft3 which lies upon 
the Cafpian Sea : and in other parts, it is not 
fo much a defed of the foil, as the paucity, or 
flothfulnefs of the modern inhabitants, that 
renders the country barren ; for there was not 
a more plentiful country formerly in the whole 
world, if we may credit antient hidory. The 
chief produce is rice, wheat, and barley; 
their kitchen gardens are fupplied with a great 
variety of roots and herbs ; and they have no 
lefs than twenty feveral forts of melons, which 
the common people make their condant food 
in the feafon for them as well as cucumbers. 

They have alfo a great variety of grapes, 
making wine of fome, and others hang upon 
the vines good part of the winter ; the air be- 
ing fo dry, that it preferves all kinds of fruit 
a great while after they are ripe. Dates are 
a mod delicious fruit here, which being laid 
on heaps, candy and preferve themfelves 
without fugar ; they have alfo pidachio-nuts, 
and trees that produce manna ; nor do they 
want many of the fruits of Europe. Here 
alfo we meet with rhubarb, fenna, and abun- 
dance of other medicinal drugs. They have 
a very fine breed of horfes ; but their camels 

and 
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1702 and dromedaries are the moft ufeful animals in 
this Tandy country, for carrying of burthens 
over the defarts ; as fome of them will carry 
near a thoufand weight, and travel feveral days 
without water. They have alfo mules, oxen, 
buffaloes, and affes for their hufbandry •, and 
large flocks of (beep and goats •, fome of their 
ftiecp having fix or feven horns a piece : they 
are fome times vifited with locufts, which de- 
ftroy all the fruits of the earth, wherever they 
happen to light. There are a multitude of 
eagles, hawks, and other birds of prey, which 
they teach to fly at the game, and even at 
deer and wild beafts •, and thefe, with the 
afliftance of dogs, will take the fierccft beads; 
nothing except the wild boar can efcape their 
clutches. The manufactures of Perfia are em- 
broidery, efpecially that of gold and filver, 
either in cloth, filk, or leather; and that 
which we call Turkey-leather comes chiefly 
from hence through Turkey ; but filk is the 
chief manufacture of the country ; fuch as 
taffaties, tabbies, fattins, and filk mixed with 
cotton, or camel and goats- hair; brocades, 
and gold tifiue ; and their gold velvet is admi- 
rable ; and thofe called Turkey carpets, are 
really Perfian. They make alfo camel hair 
fluffs, camblcts, filk and worded drugget3, 
and goats- hair duffs. 

Their greateff miniders do not think the 
bufinel's of a merchant beneath them ; the 
King himfclf has his factors and agents in the 
neighbouring countries, who export filks, bro- 
cades, carpets, and other rich goods ; but the 
Armenians and Banaians of India, who refide 
here, carry on the mod diftant foreign traffic ; 
and may be looked upon as the greatefl mer- 
chants in the world. They export raw as well 
as wrought filk, in great quantities to India, 
Turkey, Mofcovy, England, &c. But the 
Englifh are endeavouring now to edabliffi a 
trade with Perfia, through Ruffia, diredly by 
the Wolga, and the Cafpian Sea, and deprive 
the Armenians and Banaians of that branch of 
bufinefs ; and the Englifh have been of late 
countenanced in the attempt by the prefent 
Sophi, Sha Nadir, who offers to take Englifh 
cloth, and other woollen manufactures, in re- 
turn for their filk, &c. The Englifh Eaft- 
India company have long traded with Perfia, 
by the way of Gombron, and the Perfian 
Gulph ; and the Turkey company have pur- 
chafcd the Perfian merchandizes in Turkey ; 
but this traffic through Perfia by the Cafpian 
Sea is but juft beginning by the Ruffia com- 
pany, in which they have met with fome 
lodes and misfortunes, which may poffibly 
difeourage their proceeding. Perfia is an ab- 
solute monarchy, and the crown hereditary; 


but the reigning Prince takes the liberty fomc- 
times to appoint his younger fon to fucceed ; 
and whenever the King mounts the throne, 
he orders the eyes of all his relations to be put 
out, who may poffibly prove his rivals. The 
prefent King, Sha Nadir, is the fird of his 
family, that ever weilded a feeptre. After a 
civil war, of near thirty years continuance, 
and three or four fucccflive Ufurpations, Sha 
Thomas, the almod only furviving heir of the 
lad Royal family, was fo fortunate as to defeat 
all his enemies, and was looked upon to be 
well edablifhed in his father’s throne ; for 
which he was, in .a great meafure, indebted 
to the conduct and bravery of his General 
Kouli-Kan, and in gratitude for his fervices, 
veded him with an unlimited power, both in 
the army and the civil adminidration ; which 
the general making ill ufc of, the King, ’tis 
faid, had determined to Jay him afide ; and 
fome fugged, that he only waited for an op- 
portunity to cut off his head. At lead the 
General pretended that the King had a defign 
againd his life, and thereupon caufcd the 
Sophi to be feized, and imprifoned, if not 
mgrflered -, and foon after ufurped his throne. 
After which he affembicd a more numerous ar- 
my than Perfia had feen of late years, invaded 
India, and plundered that country of immenfe 
treafures ; compelled the Great Mogul to yield 
him all the provinces wed of the river Attoc ; 
fince which, he has made a conqucd of the Bo- 
chara’s and Uflbec Tartary, and enlarged the 
Perfian frontiers on the fide of Tuikey; but 
has not yet been able to make a conqucd of 
Bagdat, or Babylon, tho’ he has befieged it 
feveral times. 

As to the religion of the Perfians, they 
were generally Mahometans of the fed of 
Haly -, but the prefent Sophi, being a native 
of Choraffan, in the north of Pcrfu, where 
the fed of Omar prevails (being the fame fed 
that the Turks and the fubjeds of the Moguls 
are of) he has compelled all the Perfians to 
declare themfelves of' the fed of Omar, which 
many of the Perfians, and efpecially their priefts 
oppofing, Sha Nadir, the prefent Sophi, or- 
dered the Mufty, and feveral more of the 
priefts, to be hanged ; fince which, none of 
the Perfians have dared to murmur at the alte- 
ration. As to the forces of the Perfians, they 
were not very numerous till the prefent reign ; 
but Sha Nadir having fuch large conquefts in 
view, encreafed them to upwards of 100,000 
men, whom he has maintained hitherto out of 
the plunder of his new conquefts, and eafed 
his Perfian fubjeds of a great part of their 
ufual taxes ; by which means he has gained 
their hearts : only thofe who oppofe his ufur- 
pation are oppreffed ; and the eftates of thefe 
have been confifcated, which ftill adds to his 
S 1 treafury, 
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, 7 oa treafury, and enables him to be favourable and 
generous to his friends. 

(p) Tarku, eaft longitude 51. latitude 42. 
a port town of Perfia, in the province of 
Chirvan, and territory of Dagiftan, fituate on 
the weft -fide of the Cafpian Sea, three hun- 
dred miles north-call: of Tauris, and as much 
fouth of Aftracan. 

(q) Cafpian Sea, fituate in Afia, bounded 
by the province of Aftracan, and the country 
of the Calmuc Tartars on the north, by the 
Bochara’s, and part of Ptyfia on the eaft, by 
another part of Perfia on the fouth, and by 
another part of Perfia and Circaffia on the 
weft, being upwards of four hundred miles in 
length from north to fouth, and three hundred 
miles in breadth from eaft to weft, in which 
the great river Wolga, and many others, dif- 
charge themfclves, and yet the waters are ge- 
nerally about the fame depth, no tides ob- 
ferved, but once in fifteen or fixteen years it 
riles a great many fathoms, and drowns the 
adjacent country, and by thefe Hoods Aftracan 
has lometunes lufltred pietty much. It is pro- 
perly a lake, having no communication with 
any other fea. 

(r) Siberia, or Afiatic Ruftia, fee p. 17. 
n. b. 

(s) Argun, eaft longitude 104. latitude 
51. 30. a city of Afiatic Tartary, fituate on 
the river Argun. 

(t) China, including Chinefian Tartary, is 
fituate between (jj and 135 degrees of eaft: 
longitude, and between 21 and 55 degrees of 
north latitude, being bounded by Ruffian Tar- 
tary on the north, by the Pacific Ocean on 
the call and fouth, and by Tonquin, Tibet, 
and the territories of Ruftia on the weft, from 
which it is feparated by the river Argun, be- 
ing about 2000 miles in length from north to 
fouth, and 1500 in breadth from eaft to weft. 
It is ufually divided into fixteen provinces. In 
thefe provinces it is computed that there are 
*55 capital cities, 1312 of the lecond rank, 
2357 fortified towns, and upwards of ten mil- 
lions of families ; which may amount to fifty 
millions of people, and fome have computed 
them at fifty-eight millions. There are fcvc- 
ral very large livers, and where thefe are want- 
ing, the whole country is cut through with 
navigable canals, and a brifk trade driven on 
them from one end of the kingdom to the 
other. There is a long wall of (lone one 
thouland five hundred miles in length, which 


the Chinefe built to defend themfclves againft 1702 
the incurfipns of the Tartars*, but the Tartars, 
notwithftanding, made a conqucft of their 
country* about one hundred years fince, and 
they are now governed by Tartar Princes, who 
permit them, however, to retain their own 
laws* obliging them only to cut off their hair *, 
and as to their religion, they were all Pagans, 
and fo no great change made in it. The 
Popilh mifiionaries had once made a confi- 
derable number of profelytes amongft them, 
but have lately been expelled the king- 
dom. 

The chief produce of this country is filk, 
tea, china, japan ware, and gold duft, of 
which every maritime people of Europe, al- 
moft, import a great deal, fending them filver 
in return. 

The Europeans complain of them as very 
tricking, unfair dealers ; and that their cuftom- 
houfe officers take all opportunities of extorting 
money from foreigners. 

Their writing and printing is a fort of fhort- 
hand, every charafter exprtfiing a word, and 
fometimes a fentence. They have not the ufe 
of letters. 

The Emperor is an abfolute Prince ; but all 
his laws and afts muft be paffed by a certain 
great council of his nobility, before they arc 
of any force. However, he does not want 
means to oblige them to yield their affent to 
what he purpofes, any more than the Sove- 
reigns in this part of the world. 

The government requires a profound fub- 
miffion of children to their parents ; they even 
make ftatues and images to reprefent their an- 
ccftors, and worfhip them in their houfes ; 
and mutual civility among all men is enjoined 
by law, which feems to have made a nation of 
hypocrites, having very little regard to the 
folernn profdfrons they make of their friend- 
fhip. 

The revenues of the crown are computed at 
twenty-one millions fterhng, which is not dif- 
ficult to know ^ becaufc an account of every 
man’s family, eftate, and fubftance, is taken 
every year, and enrolled. 

Their forces are laid to confift of five mil- 
lions of men in time of peace ; a militia, that 
are very feldom railed, having few enemies 
fince the union of Tartary with China. 

(u) Pekin, eaft longitude 111. latitude 40. 
the metropolis of the Empire of China, and 
of the province of Pekin, fituate about fixty 
miles fouth of the wall, which leparates China 
from i artary, and two hundred miles weft 
of the Cang Sea, a bay of the Pacific Ocean. 

The city is about twenty miles in circumfe- 
rence, 
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1702 rence, and contains 2,000,000 of people, 
w^v-^ which is more than double the number there is 
in London. The chief ftreets are one hundred 
and twenty feet broad, and three miles long. 
In the fhops before their houfes, their filks 
and China-ware are expofed to fale, from one 
end to the other, and make a very beautiful 
appearance. The walls of this city are fo high, 
that they cover the town, and broad enough 
for feveral people to ride a bread *, and are 
ftrengthened by fquare towers, at about a bow- 
fhot didance. The gates are of marble, and 
have a large fortrefs built before each of them. 
The Emperor’s palace, with the gardens, arc in 
the middle of the city, being two miles long, 
and one broad •, inclofed with a wall. The 
town dands on a level plain; no hills in it, 
only two artificial mounts in the Emperor’s 
palace. They have no coaches, but are car- 
ried on horfeback, or in chairs, from one part 
of the town to another. They have no chim- 
neys in their houfes ; but ufe doves, or char- 
coal in cold weather ; nor have they any beds, 
but deep on mattrafles. 

(w) Mofcovy, or Ruffin, fee p. 7. n. c. 

(sc) Polefia, a province of Poland, bounded 
by Polachia, and Lithuania on the north, and 
by Volhinia on the fouth. 

(y) Volhinia, or Volonia, a province of Po- 
land, bounded by Polefia on the north, by 
the lower Volhinia, or Ukrain (in the terri- 
tories of Ruflia) on the ead *, by Podolia on 
the fouth, and by the province of Red Ruflia 
on the wed. The chief town Luko. 

(z) Podolia, a province of Poland, bounded 
by Volhinia, and the Ruffian Ukrain on the 
north and north-ead *, by Budziac Tartary on 
the fouth-ead ; by the river Nicdcr, which 
feparates it from Beffarabia and Moldavia in 
European Turky on the fouth-weft, and by 
the province of Red Ruffia on the north- 
wed., 

(aa) Tranfilvania is a principality, bounded 
by the Carpathian mountains, which divide it 
from Poland on the north, by Moldavia on 
the ead, by Walachia, and part of Hungary 
on the fouth, and by another part of Hungary 
on the wed, being about one hundred and 
twenty miles long, and almod as many broad. 
It lies between 22 and 25 degrees of ead lon- 
gitude, and between 45 and 48 degrees of 
north latitude. And as it is furrounded almoft 
by woods and mountains, is a very warm 
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country, and has a very fruitful foil, pro* 1702 
ducing great plenty of corn, wine, large cat- 
tie, and rich padure and meadow grounds. 

In their mountains there arc good mines of 
copper and iron, which they manufa&ure, and 
export, and have cloth fufficient for their own 
ufe. But this having been long a frontier- 
country againd Turkey, the produce of it is 
frequently dedroyed, and the hufbandman 
difeouraged from making the bed of his 
lands. It is at prefent lubjeft to the houfe of 
Audria. 

(bb) Hungary, a* kingdom, firuatc between 
16 and 23 degrees of ead longitude, and be- 
tween 4 5 and 49 degrees of north latitude, 
bounded by the Carpathian mountains, which 
divide it from Poland, on the north by Tran- 
filvania, and Walachia ©n the cad, by the 
river Drave, which feparates it from Sclavonic 
on the fouth, and by Audria and Moravia on 
the wed. Ic is one continued plain of three 
hundred miles and upwards from Prefburg, 
the capital, to Belgrade, divided by the river 
Danube, into the Upper and Lower Hun- 
gJry. 

There are no hills but the Carpathian moun- 
tains, which divide it fiom Poland, and in 
thefe are abundance of rich mines of gold, 
filver, copper, iron, vitriol, iulphur, and 
fait •, the reft of the country is exceeding fruit- 
ful, abounding in corn, wine, and rich paf- 
turcs, replenifhed with herds of cattle 5 and 
their numerous lakes and rivers afford them 
plenty of fifh and fowl * but the country is 
very unhealthful, occafioncd by a boggy, ful- 
phurious foil, and the fudden changes of the 
weather : a kind of peflilence vifits this coun- 
try once in three or four years, and it is called 
the grave of the Germans •, on another account, 
many thoufands of them have peiilhed hereby 
the fword, as well as ficknefs, whilft they 
contended for the dominion of it with the 
Turks, the Jafl two hundred years. 

The conftitution of the government was a 
limited monarchy, and the crown elc&ive, 
until the houfe of Auftria found means to in- 
fluence the States fo far as to render the So- 
vereign abfolute, and the crown hereditary, 
which is now pofleffed by the Emprels 
Queen. 

The eftablifhed religion is Popery*, but 
half the people are Proteftants, who have fuf- 
fered a very long and fevere pcrfccution from 
the houfe of Auftria, and have been thereby 
frequently provoked to join the Turks, the 
French, and other enemies of that houfe *, but 
in the prefent war, they have been the princi- 
pal fupport of the Emprefs, 
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Their troopers are called Huffiars, and their 
foot J Jcyduk.es : and the Infurgents are a mi- 
litia that are railed on the laft nectffity. 

No country is better furniffied with baths 
and mineral waters, and the buildings of thofe 
at Buda were tfteemed the moft magnificent 
of any baths in Europe, while that city was 
under the dominion of the Turk. 

Game is fo plentiful here, that it is the 
common food of the peafants i but with all 
thefe advantages, the common people are in a 
Bate of vaftalage to their refpedlive Lords, 
and the gentry have loft their antient pri- 
vileges. 

(cc) Wolgi, fee p. 28. n. /. 

(dd) Crim Tartary, the antient Taurica 
Cherfoncfiis, is a peninfula, fituate in the 
Black Sea, between’ 33 and 37 d<grees of eaft 
longitude, and between 44 and 46 degrees of 
north latitude ; having the Palus Meotis on 
the north eaft, and the Black Sea furrounding 
the reft, except a narrow Ifthmus, which 
joins it to Little Tartary, the chief towns 
whereof are Bachiferai and Kaffa ; the tosvn 
of Crim, from whence it received its name, 
being reduced to a village. The Tartars 
who inhabit this peninfula arc fubjeeft to the 
Turks, who were not able to defend them 
from the invafions and ravages of the Ruffians 
in the years 1738 and 1739, tho* the Ruffians 
quitted the country again, as not tenable, be- 
ing too far from their bonders. The Cham, 
or Man of Ciim Tartary, is obliged to furnilh 
the Tuiks with a body of 30,000 men, when 
they take the field ; they lubfift on their plun- 
der, having no other pay. Every man takes 
two or three horfes with him on their incur- 
fions, to carry oft' their (laves and booty ; and 
whenever they lofe a horfe, they immediately 
feaft upon him, inviting their comrades to the 
entertainment. When they are not at war, 
their chief traffic is in buying up children in 
Circaffia, and other countries, and felling them 
to the Turks, who give them rice, coffee, 
raifins, dates, and cloathing in return. The 
country is naturally fruitful, and produces ex- 
cellent wine, where there are Chriftian, or 
Jewilh inhabitants ; but this being a liquor 
prohibited the Mahometans, they do not cul- 
tivate the vine, or indeed any other produce 
of the earth, any farther than neceffity com- 
pels them. 

(ec) Nieper, or Borifthcnes, a river which 
riles in the middle of MoEovy, runs weft by 
Smolenfko, then running fouth through Po- 
land, paills by Mogilot, or Mohilow, then 


enters the Ruffian Ukrain, palling by Kiof 
and Circaffia, and continuing its courfe fouth* 
eaft feparates Little Tartary from Budziac 
Eartary, falling into the Black Sea near Oc- 
zakow. On that river the old CofTacs in- 
habit, who frequently crofs the Black Sea, and 
plunder the maritime places on the coaft of 
Turkey. 

( ff ) Lithuania, a province of Poland, is 
bounded by Samogitia, Livonia, and part of 
Ruffia on the north, by another part of Ruffin 
on the eaft, by Volhinia and Polclia on the 
fouth, and by Pruffia and Polachia on the 
weft, being of a circular form, pretty near 
two hundred and fifty miles over either way, 
and contains eight palatinates, or counties. It 
is called the Great Dutchy of Lithuania, and 
may, in fome refped, be looked upon as an 
independent State, in alliance with Poland, 
being governed by its own peculiar laws and 
magiftrates, tho’ united under one Sovereign, 
who is the titular head of both nations ; for 
tie/ are, in reality, both of them Republics, 
and each of them End their reprefentatives to 
the Diet, or general Aflembly of the States 
and each of them has its diftimft provincial 
Diet, or Affembly of the States, which enaft 
laws for their refpc&ive fubje<ft$. 

(gg) Livonia, fee p. 36. n. f. 

( bh ) Eftonia, a province on the north of 
Livonia ; the chief town Narva, fubjeft to 
Ruffia. 

(ii) Ingria, a province of Ruffia, bounded 
by the lake Ladoga, the river Nieva, and the 
gulph of Finland on the north, by Great No- 
vogorod on the eaft and fouth, and by 
Livonia on the weft 5 the capital city Pe- 
te rlburg. 

(kk) Sweden, a kingdom of Europe, part 
of the antient Scandinavia, is bounded by- 
Norwegian Lapland on the north, by Ruftu, 
and Ruffia Lapland on the eaft, by the Baltic 
Sea, which leparates it from Germany and 
Livonia on the fouth, and by the feas called 
the Sound and the Scaggerach, and the Do- 
frine mountains, which feparate it from Den- 
mark and Norway, on the weft, lying be- 
tween 10 and 30 degrees of eaft longitude, 
and between 56 and 69 degrees of north JatL 
tude } fo that it muft be eight hundred miles 
in length, and upwards from north to fouth, 
and five hundred miles in breadth from eaft 
to weft. The provinces of Kexholm, Carelia, 
Ingria, and Livonia, which formerly were 
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J702 poffefied by Sweden, arc now ceded to Ruffia ; 
part of their German territories alfo have been 
ceded to other powers, particularly Bremen, 
Verden, and the Eaftcm Pomerania ; Sweden 
retains nothing in Germany at prefent, but 
that part of Pomerania which lies north-weft 
of the river Pene, the ifland of Rugen, and 
the town of Wifmar. It is for the mod part 
a wretched, cold country, encumbred with 
barren rocks and mountains, and great part 
of the year covered with fnow ; few navigabie 
rivers, but torrents in abundance, running 
precipitately from the rocks and mountains, 
and after a (fiort courfe falling into the Baltic 
Sea, which is frozen up four or five months in 
the year. The country is alfo full of great 
lakes and marfhes : Lapland, and the northern 
parts, produce fcarce any vegetables. The 
riches of Sweden are chiefly in the bowels of 
the earrh, having mines of filver, copper, 
and iron, which exceed any in Europe ; and 
they have fome fruitful valleys between their 
mountains j but thefe do not produce corn 
enough for the fubfiftence of the inhabitants ; 
their being driven out of that plentiful coun- 
try of Livonia, therefore, was an irreparable 
lofs to Sweden. They ftipulated, indeed, 
with the Ruffians, that they fhould be at li- 
berty to import corn from Livonia; but the 
Ruffians frequently excufe themfelves for not 
complying with this article, under pretence of 
a fcarcity. The manufactures of Sweden are 
chiefly thofe of copper and iron, and they have 
been endeavouring to eftablifh linnen and 
woollen manufactures of late years. The ex- 
ports from Sweden, befidcs their hard-ware, 
are pitch, tar, mails, deals, and wooden-ware ; 
they import filks, fluffs, wine, brandy, fugar, 
fpices, tobacco, paper, linnen, and haber- 
clalhery-ware, which balance their exporta- 
tions, and fometimes exceed them. Their 
trade to England is the moft gainful, the 
Englifh taking off the produce and manu- 
factures of Sweden, and giving them near two 
thirds of filver in return. By the laws of 
Sweden, foreigners are prohibited to import 
any goods but what are the produce of their 
refpcCtive countries. The forces of Sweden 
confift of a well-difciplined militia ; every 
confidcrable farmer is obliged to maintain one 
foldier, in time of peace, and the officers of 
horfe and foot have lands affigned them for 
their maintenance ; the foldicrs are fubjeCt to 
the civil magiftrate, while they remain in their 
quarters ; but when they arc in aCtual fervice, 
they are fubjeCk to military difeipline. The 
militia of Sweden, before the lofs of Livonia, 
and their German territories, amounted to 
60,000 men. Charles XII, during his wars, 


69 

augmented them to 120,000, but he bcggaied 1702 
his country by it. The naval forces of Swe- 
den have always been reckoned inferior ro thofe 
of the Danes 5 but the Swedes ulually were an 
over match for the Danes by land. The pub- 
lic revenues, which arife by the crown lands, 
cuftoms, the filver and copper mines, tithes, 
poll money, and other duties, are computed 
to amount to 1,000, oool. ftcrhng per annum. 

Chailes XII. anil fome of his predeceffors 
were ablolute Monaichs, and claimed the 
crown as their hereditary light; but upon his 
death, the States of Sweden cleCted his youngeft 
filler, and put fuch limitations on the crown, 
that their Sovereign enjoys little more than 
the name of a King. The States obliged that 
Princefs to declare, that flic held the crown of 
the States, and renounced for herfelf and her 
pofteiity all arbitrary power; that Ifie fhould 
profefs the Lutheran religion, and no other 
fhould be tolerated; that the Stans fhould 
not fubmit to any taxes or laws that were not 
made by their own confent ; and that fhe 
fhould not make peace or war but by the like 
confeat; and the adminillration of the go- 
vernment was lodged in twenty four fenators, 
of whom the Sovereign was no more than 
prefidenf. She was difabled fiom medling 
with the public treafury without their con- 
fent, or difpofing of any office, civil or mi- 
litary. And this they infilled was the original 
conftitution of their government, which the 
prefent King alfo was obliged to declare, and 
renounce Calvinifm, in which he was educated, 
when the late Queen procured him to be 
elected King; and the fame article the Duke 
of Holllcin Entin was obliged to fubferibe, 
when they declared him fuccc/Tor to the 
crown. 

(II) Swedilfi Lapland, fee p. 7. n. a . 

(mm) Wolodomcr, or YVoIodomir, caff 
longitude 30. 5. latitude 57. 4 o. a city of 
Ruffia, capital of the province of Wolodimir, 
fituate one hundred and fixty miles fouth of 
Peterfburg, 

(nn) Novogorod City, eaft longitude 34. 
latitude 58. a city of Mofcovy, capital of the 
province of Novogorod, fituare on the river 
Wolcoff, near the Jake of Ilmet*, one hundred 
and thirty miles fouth-eaft of Peterfburg. Ic 
is the fee of an Archbilhop, and has in it one 
hundred and eighty churches and monafleries j 
the country about it abounds in corn, flay, 
hemp, wax, and honey; and they manu* 
failure the beft Ruffia leather here. 
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(ot) Smolenfko, eaft longitude 33. latitude 
56. capital of the province of Smolenfko in 
Mofcovy, lituatc on the confines of Poland, 
two hundred miles weft of Mofcow. 

(pp) Bulgar, eaft longitude 51. latitude 54. 
capital of the province of Bulgar in Ruflia, 
fituate on the river Wolga, 120 miles fouch 
call of Kafan, and 450 miles eaft of Mof- 
cow. 

(qq) Wologda, fee p .28. n. d. 

(rr) Plekow, or Plcfkow, call longitude 
28. 30. latitude 57. 20. a city ot Rufiia, ca- 
pital of the province of Plefkow, fituate at 
the fouth end of the lake Worfero, 130 miles 
eaft of Riga, 

(ss) Rcfan, Rezan, or Rezanfkoi, eafl 
longitude 41. latitude 55. a city of Rufiia, 
capital of the province of Rezan, fituate on 
the river Ocka, eighty-five miles foutheaft 
of Mofcow. 

• 

(It) Archangel, fee p. 8. n.d. 

(uu) Nicholas (St.) eaft longitude 41. la- 
titude 64. a port town in Rufiia, in the pro- 
vince of Dwina, fituate on the White Sea, 
at the mouth of the river Dwina, fix miles 
below the city of Archangel, the White Sea 
being fometimes called the bay of St. Ni- 
cholas. 

(ww) As Peterfburg (St.) is at prefent the 
metropolis of all Rufiia, tho’ the foundation 
of it was not laid at the time our author pub- 
liflied his travels, we think it incumbent on 
us, in this place, to give a fuccindl account 
of its firft eftablifhment, and the difficulties 
which the Czar Peter the Great at firft la- 
boured under, in the accoroplilhment of fo 
important a defign. 

Peterfburgli, eaft longitude 31. latitude 60. 
is now the capital city of Ruflia, fituate on both 
Tides the river Nieva, in the provinces of Carelia 
and In gria, between the gulph of Finland and 
the lake Ladoga. There arc leveral fmall 
iflands alio in the mouth of the river Nieva 
built upon, which make part of the city ; fo 
that it is of a very large extent, and appears 
like leveral diftindt towns rather than a fingle 
city. There were no lefs than 60,000 houfes 
built within three or four years after the foun- 
dation was laid, which was in the year 1703. 
It Hands very low, and is expofed to inunda- 
lions-, by which means, part of the fortifications 
were walhed away before they were well fi. 


nifhed. The breadth of the river at Pe- 170a 
terlburg is about half a mile-, and as if is 
very deep and rapid, the building a bridge 
over it was held impradlicable ; whereupon it 
was propofed to the late Czar, Peter the 
Great, to make a bridge of pontoons, or 
boats; but he would not confent to it, he 
faid, becaufe his intention was to breed up 
as many watermen as he could, and thefe he 
prohibited the ufe of oars, that they might 
learn to manage fails ; but tliefe boatmen be- 
ing ignorant peafants, many people were over- 
fet and drowned, in palling from one part of 
the town to the other at firft. The nobility 
and people of diftin&ion were obliged to 
build grand houfes here, but the generality 
were timber-houfes, till they began to buna 
bricks at Peterfburg ; and now the town ap- 
pears with a much better face than it did at 
firft. The fands at the mouth of the river 
prevent Ihips from coming up to it, and 
therefore they are obliged to take in their 
loading four or five miles lower. If may feera 
ftrange, that Peter the Great Ihould fix upon 
this place to build his capital city, it lying in 
a barren country, and fo far to the north, that 
they farce enjoy the light of the Sun in win- 
ter ; but it was in order to have a communi- 
cation with the Baltic Sea, and that his Tub* 
jefts might traffic with the reft of the nations 
of Europe ; for as yet there was no fea that 
touched upon the territories of Rufiia, but that 
of Archangel, to which flops were obliged to 
pafs thro’ the Frozen Ocean. It was with the 
greateft difficulty, that the Czar compafted 
this grand defign, his people (hewing the ut- 
moft averfion to removing to this cold, barren 
country, as he commanded them, from all 
parts of his dominions, and fuch rubs were 
laid in his way by his nobility and officers, 
that it was thought impofiible he fhould ever 
accomplilh his defign. There were neither 
fufficient tools, or neceflary provifions for the 
workmen, to encourage them in tin- profecu- 
tion of fo laborious an undertaking ; by which 
means they underwent fuch incredible hard- 
fhips, that, according to a moderate compu- 
tation, no lefs than i 00,000 people perifiied 
in laying the foundation, and railing the fu- 
perftrudlure of this metropolis. All difficulties, 
however, were at laft happily overcome ; and 
it is at this prefent juncture, one of the largeft, 
and moft populous cities in the world. The 
Czar eftablifhed here an academy marine, to 
which he obliged every confiderable family in 
his Empire to fend one of their fons, or re- 
lations, to be inftruded in navigation •, here 
alfo they learnt the dead languages, were 
taught to ride and fence, and divers other 
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1 702 manly exercifes. He fet up linnen and woollen 
manufaftures, had paper-mills, powder.miIls 5 
laboratories for gunnery and fire- works, places 
for preparing fale^petre and brimftonc \ he 
erefted yards for making of cables and tackling 
for his navy, and a foundery, where they are 
perpetually cafting great guns, mortars, and 
ftnall arms ; the country furnifhing him with 
vaft quantities of iron ore. A printing-houfe 
was alfo fet up, to encourage his fubjedts to 


enquire into the (late of the world ; and he 1702 
fent numbers of them into foreign countries, to 
learn mechanic arts, giving great encourage- 
ment to foreigners to refidc and fettle at Pe- 
terfburgh, and inflrudt his people in every 
feience ; plays, operas, and mufiomeetings 
were alfo introduced in a country, where none 
of thefe arts or diverlions were Icen till the 
reign of Peter the Great. 


C H A P. X. 

Alteration of Fajhions and Cujlonts in Ruffia. Triumphal Arches 
ereSled at (a) Mofcow. The triumphant Entry of his Gzarian Ma - 
jefly, on Account of the Surrender of (b) Notteburg. 


Alterations /’""I RE AT alterations have been 
tolheEra"" vj wrought in this Empire by time ; 
p“ e > but more particularly fince the Czar’s re- 
turn from his travels, On his firft arri- 
val, he altered the modes of drefs, with 
refped to the ladies, as well as the gen- 
fadrtfs «* ^ emen > hut more efpccially, in regard to 
court, tcc. a ll f u ch as had any dependance at court, 
or was pofleffed of any port there : none, 
not fo much as children excepted. For 
which rcafon, the Ruffian merchants and 
others, now drefs in fuch a manner, as 
that there appears no diftindion between 
them and foreigners. 

Anediftin There was an edidt pafled laft year, 
*7°'. fw whereby all Ruffians were enjoined not to 
or their »i>- appear in public, unlefs they were dreft 

pea ranee in 11 1 . f r 

pubhe. after the Polifh, or Dutch fafhion. The 
valets of foreigners were the firft that 
were obliged to comply with this new 
order ; for they were moft afluredly taken 
into cuftody by proper officers from be- 
hind their matter’s fledges, and were ob- 
liged to pay a fine before they could be 
releafed, for their contempt of that in- 
junction. This order, however, no ways 
affedted either their peafants, or people 
that refided at a diftance in the country. 
As this extraordinary change in their 
drefs may poffibly obliterate the remem- 
brance, in procefs of time, of their an- 
*«nth»b*ti. tient habits, I have delineated one of their 


ladies on canvafs, in profile, that the 
reader may have a more adequate idea of 
their head-cloaths, and the manner ol 
their falling clown behind, with their 
graceful decorations, as appears in the Pi«e»xin. 
Plates XIII, and XIV. hereto annexed. 

It is proper to obferve, in this place, 
that the maidens only appear perfectly 
uncovered; and on the other hand, that 1io "'‘ IkIK 
fltould a married lady appear without a im- 
proper head-drefs, the would be looked l !‘ cs : ho ' v 

* * diclt. 

upon with an eye of contempt. Thefe 
laft- mentioned ladies, for the moft part, 
wear a fur-cap, which is flat at top, and 
at bottom, pointed round in the lhape of 
a crown; the whole being embellilhed 
with as great a variety of precious ftones, 
as their refpe&ive circumlLinces will well 
admit of. This head-drels h is iwo points, 
and that which is the longcft hangs down 
behind, ’Tis called in their language the 
Tryoegh. 

The ornament on the head of their T i,.i.™d- 
young ladies, which is here reprefented in f"*; 
Plate XIV, is likewife in the ffiape of a n,ent '- uf 

* tlicit young 

crown, or rather diadem, embellilhed ndi«*. 
with rich trinkets of various forts, and is 
called by them their Perewaike. Some 
of them add a ribband thereto, called 
their Swirtfke. What they wear round 
their necks is called their Ofareljc, and Theiro«k- 

i • • n ' • 1 tl i c ft .nd 

their ear-rings Serge. Their mantle, or car-rings, 
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bracelets* 
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flocking*. 

Their flip- 
pen. 
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beards to 
be cut elf. 


An crlifl 
palled for 
the more 
An£l ob- 

fervancc of 
it. 


The edtfl 
gives great 
difgull, 


upper vedment, which is lined with furs, 
is called their Soebc, the vert underneath 
it, their Tcllagree, or Serratacn, their 
dlift, Roebachi j the fleeves whereof are 
lo wide, and fo full of plaits, that fome 
of them take up between fixteen and fe- 
venteen ells of cloth. Their bracelets, or 
decorations for their arms, which fall 
down upon their hands, are called their 
Sarokavie. Their dockings, which they 
never tye up, are called Zoelki ; and their 
flippers, which, for the mod part, are 
either red or yellow, .with high, fharp 
pointed heels, are called their Baf- 
makje. 

Befides this variation in their drefs, the 
Rudians were under an indifpenfable ob- 
ligation to have their beards cut off, the 
hair on the upper lip only excepted j and 
fome at court have that taken off like- 
wife. That this edift, or order, might 
be executed with the utmod rigour, there 
were proper perfons employed for <hat 
particular purpofe, and they were to aft 
impartially without favour or adeftion. 
No one, in diort, could be cxcufed. This 
injunction appeared to be fo rigid and fc- 
vere, that fome would tempt thefe com- 
mifiioners at large by private bribes, but 
all in vain } for they indantly met with 
others, who would hearken to no terms 
of accommodation. Nay, this order was 
carried into execution, even at the Czar’s 
table, and, in fhort, every where elfe. 
No perfon, of what quality or degree of 
didinftion foever, was excufed ; and ’tis 
hardly to be conceived what univerfal 
difgud it created ; fome were almod in- 
confolable on the occafion, as they had 
worn them for fuch a length of time, and 
always looked upon them as badges of 
honour and didinftion. There were num- 
bers, in a word, who would have given 
almod any confidcration whatfoever to 
have been exempted from the force of 
this general injunftion. 

Variations in point of drefs, however, 
have not been fo very extraordinary, with- 
refpeft to the fair fex, except it be 
amongd thofe of the fird rank, who 
drefs intirely in the tade of our Dutch 
ladies. 

In order, however, to accomplifh this 
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perfectly, it was abfolutcly neccffary, to 
lend for hats, flioes, &c. from beyond- 
fea ; but as this proved not only very in- 
commodious but expenfive likewife, the 
Rudians began to copy after other na- 
tions, aukwardly enough, one may ima- 
gine, for fome confiderablc time j but 
they improved by degrees, when they had 
once procured workmen from foreign 
parts to aid and indruft them j for (as 
we have hinted before) they are pretty 
good imitators, and ambitious enough of 
being improved. 

At the fame time, there were very 
wholfome regulations made in regard to 
vagrants or beggars, who before would 
appear in the dreets in fwartns, as it were, 
both men and women, and hover round 
any perfon that went but into a tradefman’s 
fhop, throughout the wholecityofMohow. 
What was dill, however, of much worfe 
confequence, was this j thieves would join 
thefe vagrants, in hopes of a favourable op- 
portunity of either cutting a purfe, or pick- 
ing a pocket, which are looked upon as very 
venial crimes, and never ruffle the con- 
fcience of a Ruffian. His Czarian Ma- 
jedy, being determined to put a dop to 
fuch irregular proceedings, iffued out an 
order, that no beggar diould prefume to 
alk any alms in the dreets ; and, on the 
other hand, no perfon, how charitably 
foever inclined, diould offer to relieve any 
mendicant, on the penalty of five rubles, 
that is to fay, twenty- five florins. 

In order, however, that the poor 
might have fome proper fubfiftence, hof- 
pitals were erefted for them, at fome 
finall diflance from each church, not on- 
ly within Mofcow, but in the parts ad- 
jacent, all which the Czar himfelf en- 
dowed with an annual penfion. By this 
means, the people of fafliion were 
delivered at once from a fhocking incon- 
venience ; for before, there was no fuch 
thing as Airring out of a church, with- 
out being perfeftly perfecuted by thofe 
infolcnt wretches from the end of one 
drect to another. This good regulation 
produced likewife another very happy ef- 
feft ; for the poor, by this means, were, 
in fopie meafure, indiipenfibly obliged to 
be indudrious, for fear of being confined 
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againft their inclinations j for tho’ men- 
dicants mortally abhor work of all forts ; 
yet they cannot bear the thoughts of 
being looked upon with an eye of con- 
tempt for fuch an indolent courfe of life. 
And this brings to my remembrance a 
ftory, which I cannot forbear telling. 

One day, there came to my landlord’s, 
a young fellow to beg charity of a mer- 
chant, who lodged in the fame houfe. 
The gentleman afkcd him why he did 
not feek out for fome work, or get into 
fome fervice, rather than go a begging. 
The young fellow replied, that he did 
not know how to work ; for he had not 
been ufed to any all his life ; and as to a 
fervice, he knew of no one who would 
take him in. Upon this, the gentleman, 
obferving that he had a good honed: face, 
afked him whether he fhould be willing 
to become his fervant, and whether he 
would be induftrious ; and added, if he 
was fo inclined, whether he could procure 
any perfon, who would be anfwcrable for 
his honedy ; for it is abfolutcly necedary, 
and a common pra&icc amongft the 
Ruffians, to require a fecurity for fervants ; 
Cnee without, they have no remedy, no 
recourfe to take, in cafe they ffiould be 
robbed. The poor boy made anfwer, 
that he knew of nobody but God Al- 
mighty that would be bound for him ; 
and he called God to witnefs, that if he 
would pleafe to trud him, he would be 
very honed. The gentleman was fatisfied 
with the boy’s promife, and took him 
into his fervice accordingly; and found 
no occafion for didrud ; it happened, 
however, in procefs of time, that the 
young fellow grew too familiar with a 
fervant maid, whom he got with child. 

As foon as die found out how matters 
dood with her, die gave him notice of 
it ; and fince he had brought her to 
diame, it was but reafonable, as die and 
her friends laid, that he diould make her 
his wife. He had no great inclination to 
comply with that propofal, becaule die 
was much older than he; but being 
prefled hard to perform his promife, 
and being afked, whether he could 
juflify his condudl: before his fecu- 
rity (meaning God Almighty) he inge- 
nuously confcffed, that he diould find it 
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a difficult talk to do it, and therefore 1702 
promifed to marry her, and kept his word. '****** 
As foon as the wedding was over, he fet 
up with what little he had faved in his 
mafter’s fervice ; and met with fuch great 
fucccfs, that at this inftant, he is one of 
the mod fubftantial woollen-drapers in all 
Mofcow, and is reckoned to be worth 
little lefs than 30,000 livres. His wife 
lives dill with him, and he is very indul- 
gent towards her ; but as die is now 
turned of threefcore, and all the children 
he has had by her are dead and gone, he 
would fain prevail with her to relide at a 
convent, at his own cxpence ; by which 
means, he might marry again, and have 
a new iflue, without any breach of the 
Ruffian laws ; but all his arguments have 
hitherto proved inefft&ual. 

Thefe alterations have had a great in- Aitcution. 
flucnce on all the public oflices, where.all ncofficr.. 
writings are at prefent executed according 
to the method obferved in (c) Holland. 

His. Czarian Majefly has this regularity 
much at heart ; (as he has every thing 
elfe, indeed, that may any ways contri- 
bute towards the public good, and the 
fecurity of his fubje&s) and there is no- 
thing tranfaded there without his know- 
ledge, privity, and confcnt. He has al- 
ready, with unwearied diligence and 
application, fortified (d) Novogorod, pi«« r 0 r- 
(e) Plefkow, (f) Afoph, (g) Smolenfko, t, " cd ' 
Kieof, and (b) Archangel : and notwith- 
ftanding this could not poffibly be efteded 
without an immenfe charge j yet lie has 
been fo frugal an ceconomift, that lie has 
Aill no lefs than 300,000 rubles in his T.c.o„y«f 
coffers. This piece of good hufbandry he 
communicated to me with his own mouth ; 
and I had the truth of it afterwards con- 
firmed by others ; and this was the re- 
mainder likewife after all the expenccs of 
the war lie had been engaged in, after his 
building of all his {hips, and after he had . 
defrayed, and anfvvcrcd all the exigencies 
of the State. 

As to the building of fliips, indeed, it ^ ^ 
mull be allowed, the public bears the ex- pence of 
pence ; for every thoufand of the peafants buiUm* 
are obliged to bring in all that is any ways 
requifite for the building of fliips, and 
any thing relative thereto. Thefe peafants 
are either vaflals of the Czar himfclf, or 
U of 
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of fome Lords, or other gentlemen of the 
court, or of fome monafteries, where 
there are great numbers of them, and 
more particularly (as has already been 
hinted) at that ofTrooytz. 

Thus the fubjedts of this Monarch 
have very juft grounds to pray to the Al- 
mighty for his health and prefervation, 
and long reigning over them, in order 
that they may gradually come to the 
knowledge of fuch things, as may con- 
tribute to their future benefit and advan- 
tage. And great reafon have they to 
hope for fuccefs ; for the young heir to 
this Empire, tho’ now but about fourteen 
years of age, treads already in the foot- 
fteps of his father, and gives great indi- 
cations of a rifing genius. He takes no- 
tice of every thing that pafles, and is 
not only very curious and inquifitive, but 
vety good-natured. The Czar himfclf 
takes a great deal of pains to form his 
mind ; and bring him up in the politeft 
manner ; and, amongft a great number 
of other qualifications, he recommends to 
him the ftudy of the Latin and German 
languages. 

On the fourteenth of September 1702, 
no lefs than eight hundred Swedifh pri- 
foners, men, women, and children, were 
brought into this city. Many of them, 
indeed, were fold for three or four florins 
ou\j per head at firft ; but afterwards the 
price was advanced to twenty or thirty. 
This encouraged foreigners to purchafe 
them, to the great good fortune of thofe 
poor unhappy people ; for they propofed 
only to detain them during the war, and 
then to reftore them to their priftinc li- 
berty. The Ruflians, likewife, purchafcd 
feveral of them ; but hard was the lot of 
thofe, who fell into the hands of the Tar- 
tars j for by that means they were doom- 
ed to a perpetual date of bondage; a 
deplorable flate indeed ! 

On the twentieth, news arrived that 
Notteburg had been taken by his Ma- 
jefty’s forces, and that the city had fur- 
rendered on certain terms and conditions, 
after it had fuftained three vigorous at- 
tacks, and on the twenty-third Te Deum 
was fung upon the occafion. 

Towards the latter end of this month 


it bcgaii to fnow, and in the beginning of 1702 
Odober, to freeze hard; but it foon k ^ v>J 
thawed again, and then rained, as it had 
done, to our great inconvenience, for fome 
confiderable time. 

In this year a great number of mer- scvcni 
chant-men arrived at Archangel. In all 
there were no lefs than one hundred and “ * 1 r ) -h ‘ 
fifty-four ; that is to fay, there were 
fixty-fix Englifh-men, under the convoy 
of four men of war, fixty-fix Dutchmen, 
under the convoy of three men of war, 
fixteen Hamburghers, four Danes, and 
one only from (i) Bremen. 

Several of the Englifh fhips, ’tis true, 
were fmall ones, and their cargoes of no 
great value or importance. 

About the middle of November, the 
river Yufa was frozen over behind our 
Slabode, and feveral of the Dutch, as 
well as fome Ruffians, Ikaited over it, as 
there had no fnow fallen thereon. I had 
procured a hand-fledge, made in the a h.nd- 
Dutch taftc, and embraced this opportu- 
nity of amufing a young lady on the ice vchicle • 
with it, which was a vehicle to which 
file was a perfedt ftranger. Tho’ this was 
but the fecond time for thirty-two years 
part, that I had put on any fkaites; 
yet I found a man fcldoni or ever totally 
forgets a diverfion, that he had once tho- 
roughly learnt. This amufement was foon 
over, however; for the fnow fell very 
heavy the day following. 

On the twenty, fourth, the Prilkaes, or An office 
office of Poloslke, within the caftle, was w 
burnt down to the ground, and created a 
great confternation. 

News came, in the beginning of De- 
cember, that the Czar was arrived at a 
place called Pefchick, which is about 
fourfeore and ten werfts from Mofcow ; 
from thence he came to Salnikof, a coun- 
try feat belonging to Prince Lofreilis, his 
uncle, thirty werfts only from this ca- 
pital ; from thence to Nikoolikie, at the 
manfion-houfe of the Knez Mighalo Sa- 
kolicts Serkafke, Governor of Siberia, 
which is but feven werfts from Mof- 
cow. 

At that time every thing was in rea- p re p. r „ :< ,* 
dinels for his Czarian Majefty’s triumphal 
entry } and moft of the foreign merchants Ma i cft y’ 4 

0 public 
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J702 bad received orders to furnifh themfelves 
'wnr-' with a greater number of horfes than 
ufual } with an attendant, dreft in the 
German fafliion, to conduft the artillery, 
that had been taken from the Swedes. 
The foreign minifters, our refident, and 
the Engliffi Conful, accompanied by fe- 
veral merchants, fct out the next day, in 
order to pay their compliments to the 
Czar at Nikoolfkie, and returned the 
next morning, which was the fourth of 
December, and the day appointed for 
this Monarch to make his entry. For 
«ch« P ' ial this purpofe feveral triumphal arches had 
thtf e ur° r been prepared before-hand made of wood, 
pofc. and created in the ftreet of Meefniets ; 
the firft in the Red-Wall, over-againft 
the Greek monaftery, which is fituate 
near the printing-houfe, and the houfe of 
the Velt-Marfhal Czeremetofj the fe- 
cond in the White- Wall, near the Ad- 
miralty-Office, about four hundred paces 
from the former: The ftreets and the 
fields were crowded with fpedators to fee 
this pompous proceffion ; and for my 
own part, I crofted the ftreets, and went 
out of town to fee the firft of it. When 
I came, I perceived there was a halt, 
that things might be put in order, and 
that the Czar himfelf was perfonally em- 
ployed in the regulation ; and as I was on 
The author foot, I approached him in order to pay 
latcs the him my congratulations on the occafion ; 
happyre-" and his happy return. He thanked me, 

Is carcfw and favoured me with his friendly em- 
f.indV" 3 braces, and feemed to be pleafed that I 
manner. was flm refident in his dominions. He 
then took me by the hand, and told me, 
that he had fome {hips colours to (hew 
me, and that I ftiould have free liberty 
Drawi fe- (0 j favv whatever I pleafed. Whilft I 

vtr.il of the * . 

coiom. that was taking a draught, a certain Ruffian 
the f vvcdilh nobleman, with feveral fervants in his re- 
fc,ps ' tinue, came, and took the paper from 
me, and called to a German officer to know 
what I was doing ; but when he was in- 
formed that I was at work by the Czar’s 
own order, he returned it me again, and 
I finished my defign, which I could never 
have done, had not I been favoured with 
his Majefty’s fpecial licence. 

The man- This public entry was made in the 
froccT.on, following order. In the firft place came 
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the regiment of guards, which confifted 1 702 
of eight hundred men, under the com- 
mand of Colonel de Ridder, by birth 
a German. One half of this body were 
dreft in fcarlet, after the German man- 
ner ; and the other in Ruffian habits ; 
bccaufe there had not been time fufficicnt 
to finifh their new cloaths. The Swedifh 
prifoners, as well fuch as were loldiers, 
as others who were peafants, walked be- 
tween two, three a-breaft; and were di- 
vided into feven feveral bands, each con- 
fiding of about .fourfeore, or fourfeore 
and four perfons, making in the whole, 
about five hundred and eighty men, be- 
tween three companies of foldiers. After 
thefe came two fine fumpter-horfes, and 
a company of grenadiers, dreft in green, 
lined with fcarlet, after the German 
mode, with this exception only, that 
they had bear-lkin caps on, inflead of 
hats; thefe were the firft grenadier -guards; 
and after them came fix halberdiers, five 
hautboys, and fix officers. Then came 
the Royal regiment of Probrofenfko, con- 
fiding of four hundred men, all new- 
cloathed after the German fafhion; in 
green, lined with fcarlet, and white laced 
hats ; with the Czar himfelf, and Prince 
Alexander at the head of them, who 
were preceded by nine German flutes, 
and fome fine led horfes. This regiment 
was followed by a party of that belong- 
ing to Semenofkie, his Majefty’s guards 
alfo, all cloathed in blue, lined with 
fcarlet ; and after them came the colours 
which had been taken from the Swedes. 

Firft, two ftandards, followed by a large 
flag, which had been difplayed upon the 
caftle of Notteburg, carried by four fol- 
diers; next came fix fhips-colours, and 
twenty-five enfigns, blue, green, yellow, 
and red. Each carried by two foldiers. 

Mcft rf thefe* cr.figns had two golden 
lions and a crown painted over their heads. 
After thefe came forty pieces of cannon ; 
fome drawn by four, fome by fix horfes, 
all of a colour ; four great mortars, and 
fifteen brafs field-pieces ; fome larger 
than the other ; then came another mor- 
tar-piece; and after that came feveral 
very long and heavy brafs cannon ; fome 
drawn by fix, and others by eight horfes. 

After 
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1702 After thefe tame a large chert of kitchen 
u tenfils. ten fledges with fire-arms, three 
drums, and another fledge with fmith’s 
tools, and a large pair of bellows. Then 
came the officers who had been taken pri- 
foners, amounting in the whole, to the 
number of forty ; each of whom walked 
between two foldiers; and after them 
came fcveral fledges with fuch other pri- 
foners as were either fick or wounded. 
When thefe were parted by, a final 1 band 
of Ruffian foldiers clofed the proceffion. 
It was about one in the afternoon when 
they firrt entered into the city ; and after 
they had parted Twerfkie-gate, which 
flands to the northward, they marched 
up to the firrt triumphal arch, and the 
regiment of guards went through. Here 
his Czarian Majcrty halted for a full 
quarter of an hour, in order, not only to 
refrefh himfelf, but to receive the con- 
gratulations of his clergy. As in this 
place, the rtreet was pretty broad, tjie 
triumphal ftrudurc was compofed of threS 
arches ; that in the middle was a large 
one, and the two on each fide were con- 
fiderably finallcr : all which were fo co- 
vered with tapertry, pidurcs, figures, and 
devices, that none of the wood-work 
could be difeerned. At the top was a 
balcony, where were planted eight young 
muficians, two and two, very richly dreft. 
The middle arch was crowned with an 
eagle, and a great variety of trophies. 
And all the houfes, within fight of it, 
were hung with carpets, tapertry, and 
pidurcs ; all the balconies were full of 
rtrcainers ; and in fome, which were 
very near the arches, were planted a large 
band of muficians, with all forts of in- 
rtruments, which, being accompanied by 


a very good organ, made a very polite 
concert. The ftreets were rtrewed with 
green boughs, and other things of the 
like colour, in which were planted a great 
number of the nobility. The Princefs, 
his Czarian Majerty’s fifter, the Czarina, 
and the Princefles her daughters, attended 
by a great number of Ruffian and foreign 
ladies, were planted at fome finall di- 
rtance, in the houfe of the Sicur Jakof 
Wafllclioff Feuderoff, in order to fee the 
proceffion. 

After the Czar had faluted the Princefles, 
he advanced on towards the fecond arch, 
which was decorated in as elegant a man- 
ner as the firrt j and having marched 
through the city, in the fiime order, he 
went out at the gate of Mcofnictfe, and 
proceeded towards the Slabodc, which is 
principally inhabited by the Germans; 
where, when he was arrived, the Dutch 
refident made him an offer of fome of the 
beft wine he had; but his Majefty chofe 
a glafs of beer, which I had the honour 
to deliver into his own hand. As the 
glafs was fomewhat large, he drank only 
fome part of it, and moved forwards to 
Probrofenfko ; as night, however, came 
upon him before his departure from the 
Slabode, he mounted his horfe ; and then 
the fhow was over. Notwithftanding 
^the multitude of fpedators on this joyful 
occafion, I did npt hear that any fatal 
confequences attended it; every thing 
was conducted with the utmoft decency 
and decorum, and every one feemed 
pleafcd, fincc there was no mifehief done 
(as we hinted before) in any of the flreets, 
notwithftanding there were numberlcrt 
fcaffolds eroded all along for the reception 
of the fpedators. 
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Occafional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 

(a) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. r. (c ) Holland, one of the united provinces 

fituatc one hundred miles cart of England’ 

(b) Notteburg, eaft longitude 31. 40. la- bounded by the German Sea on the north an 1 
titude 60. a city of Ruflia, in the province of weft, by the Zuider Sea, which f tparatcs it 
Ingria, fituatc on an ifland in the lake Ladoga, from Weft Fricfland, OveryffeJ ^ q uc j 
at the entrance of the river Nieva, twenty- dcrland on the eaft, and by’zeland and 
five miles eaft of Petcrfburg, the capital of Utrecht on the fouth, about one hundred 
*hat Province before Petcrlbuigh was built. miles long from north to fouth, and fcarce 

1 thirty 
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1702 thirty miles broad ; but enjoys the grcateft 
J foreign trade of any one province in the 
• world; and in point of ftrength and riches 
is equal to the other fix of the united pro- 
vinces, tho* it has fcarce any native, or ftaple 
commodities or produce of its own, except 
fome rich pafture-grounds, which furnifh 
them with plenty of butter and cheefe ; and 
their leas and rivers, which^fupply them with 
a profufion of filh. They import every thing 
elfe from abroad ; and yet have as great a 
variety of manufactures and merchandize as 
any nation whatloever. It is a magazine, or 
llore-houfe, where the produce of every coun- 
try is lodged, bought in very cheap, and of- 
ten fold out very dear, to the fame countries, 
fometimes, from whence they purchafed them. 
Their fleet, if not their army, is a match for 
almoft any power in Europe. 

(d) Novogorod, city, eaft longitude 34. 
latitude 58. a city of Molcovy, capital of the 
province of Novogorod, fituate on the river 
WolcolF, near the lake of I/men, one hundred 
and thirty miles fouth eaft of Peterlburg. It 
is the fee of an Archbilhop, and has in it one 


hundred and eighty churches and monafteries ; 
the country about it abounds in corn, flax, 
hemp, wax, and honey ; and here they ma- 
nufacture the belt Ruflia leather. 

(e) Plelkow, fee Chap. IX. n. rr. 

( f) Afoph, fee Chap. VIII. n. b. 

(g) Smolenlko, fee Chap. IX. n. 00. 

(b) Archangel, fee Chap. I. n. d. 

(i) Bremen, or Breme, eaft longitude 8. 20. 
latitude £3. 25. the- capital of the Dutchy of 
Bremen, fituate on the river Wefer, feventy 
miles north-weft of Zell, and as many fouth- 
weft of Hamburgh, one of the moft confi- 
derable port-towns of Lower Saxony, in Gei- 
many ; but large veffels are obliged to unload 
fix miles below it, on account of the fands in 
the river. It was one of the Hanfe-towns, and 
is Hill an imperial city, or Sovereign ftate, 
governed with the adjacent territory by its 
own magiftrates. 




CHAP. XI. 

*Tbe Dedication of the Palace of Ifmeelhoff. A great V ariety of rich 
Prefents carried thereto . A French Surgeon unhappily killed there . 

The Religious Rites and Ceremonies obferved throughout Ruflia, with 
RefpeSl to Births , Marriages , and Burials , even among Jl thofe who 


are not Natives. 

O N the twelfth of December, his 
Czarian Majefiy came, without 
any previous notice, at ten in the morn- 
frig, in order to dine with the Sieur Lups, 
who was but juft arrived from (a) Arch- 
angel. I went diredly to pay my com- 
pliments to him on his return, not in 
the lead fufpeding that his Majcfty was 
there before me. The Czar came in- 
cognito, as it were ; for he had only two 
Ruffian nobles to attend him j and as 
foon as he perceived I was there, he 
gave orders for my being introduced to 
him. Upon that honour done me, I 
embraced the opportunity of prefenting 


him with a Ihort copy of verfes which I 
had compofed on the agreeable fubjed of 
the furrender of (b) Notteburg to his 
Majefty’s forces, with a Ihort apology for 
their imperfedions, as they were the 
didates of my zeal for his Majefty’s in- 
tereft, and joy for his fucccfs, rather than 
the refult of a poetic genius: the Czar 
received them in a very complaifant man- 
ner, made me fit down by him, and 
give the Sieur Lups a particular detail of 
his triumphant entry on that joyful oc- 
cafion ; which accordingly I related in 
the belt manner I could, and which gave 
general fatisfadion. After that, we 
X drank 
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drank a few bumpers to the future good 
fuccefs of his Majefty’s arms ; and at two 
in the afternoon his Majefty returned 
home; 

On the nineteenth of December I re- 
ceived orders from the Emprefs to carry 
the portraits of the young Princefles, 
which I had drawn the fecond time, to 
the palace of Ifmeelhoff. They fet out 
from (c ) Mofcow at the fame time that I 
did, and were there but fome few minutes 
before me. The Einprefs’s brother, ac- 
companied by fevcral < priefts, were in 
waiting, in order to introduce them (by 
way of formal proceflion) into the palace, 
which having lain for fome time before in 
a ruinous condition, was but lately re- 
built, and perfectly finifhed ; and this 
was the day appointed for the dedication 
of it before the court came to refide 
there, My inftru&ions were to wait in 
the firft apartments, where I found fe- 
vcral ladies of the court to whom I was 
no ftranger. The floor was ftrewed with 
hay j and on the right-hand was placed a 
large table, whereon were feveral loaves, 
fome fmaller than others, over fome of 
which a fmall quantity of fait only was 
fprinklcd ; but over others, there were 
falt-fellers well filled. It is a cuftom 
amongft the Ruffians in general, that 
when any relation, or intimate acquaint- 
ance, is going to refide in a new habi- 
tation, to pay them a vifit, and to dedi- 
cate, in a religious manner, the houfe to 
the Lord, with fait, and that for feveral 
days fucceflively ; which is done as a 
teftimony of their peculiar regard for the 
party, and their fincere wifhes for his fu- 
ture health and profperity j or at leaf}, 
that he may never want the conveniencies 
of life. And ’tis cuftomary, moreover, 
when any one quits his habitation for 
another more commodious, to leave hay 
and bread upon the floor of the former ; 
by which he intimates his good-wifhes to 
his fucceflor, tho’ unknown. The rooms 
of the apartment, where I was in waiting, 
were decorated, particularly over the doors 
and windows, with a great variety of 
pidures, drawn after the manner of the 
Greeks, which reprefented feveral of their 
favourite faints, whom they plant for the 


generality in the firft roojn ; the others, 
however, are not entirely without. 

The Emprefs’s brother was at the far- 
ther end of this room, accompanied, as I 
hinted before, by feveral priefts, who 
were all Handing with books in their 
hands, and finging of hymns fuitable to 
the occafion. puring the performance of 
this part of the ceremony, which took 
up near two hours, her Imperial Ma- 
jefty was in the next apartment but one 
to it. As foon as this devotional ex- 
ercife was over, I was condu&ed into 
another roonf, into which the Emprefs 
foon after came, and having a proper 
interpreter with me, I paid my compli- 
ments, and wifticd her all the pleafurcs 
that palace could afford her. She took 
me very familiarly by the hand, and faid 
fhe would fhew me fome of her other 
apartments, which was a furprifing aft 
of indulgence from a Princefs of her high 
rank and character. She then gave orders 
to one of her maids in waiting to fill me 
a^ttle gold cup of brandy, which fhe 
pMented me with her own hand, and 
when I had drank it off, fhe did me the 
honour to permit me to kifs her hand } 
and all the young Princefles were pleafed 
to do the fame. After this, I was dif- 
miffed with orders to attend again in about 
three days time. 

As the Chriftmas holy-days were near 
at hand, I made bold to make her Im- 
perial Majefty a prefent of a picture, re- 
prefenting the Nativity of our Blefled 
Saviour, drawn by my felf, together with 
a fmall firing of curious beads, which I 
bought, and brought from (d) Jcrufalem, 
and begged her acceptance inftead of 
thofe other ceremonial ones of bread and 
fait. She feemed to be extremely pleafed 
with her unexpected trinkets, for which 
fhe returned me many thanks, and made 
me a prefent in her turn of a far greater 
value : I then fhewed her another firing 
of beads, which I had devoted to the 
young Princefs’s fervice } which, after flie 
had turned them over, and admired 
them a little, fhe ordered me to deliver 
them my fclf into the hands of thofe for 
whom they were intended : I made my 
prefent accordingly, as they were fitting 
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1702 at a table in another room, and then 
***** withdrew. 

No fooner was I returned to her Im- 
perial Majefty, but one of them followed 
me diredtly, and prefented me with a 
fmall cup of brandy, in the firfi: place, 
and after that, with a bumper of delicious 
wine. Whereupon, I took my leave of 
the Emprefs, and with all the teftimo- 
nies of the profoundeft veneration and 
refpedt, returned her, and all her il- 
lullrious family, my hearty thanks for 
all their condefccnding goodnefs towards 


me. 
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On the twenty- fifth infiant the Ruffians 
folemnized their grand feftivalof Chriftmas, 
according to their own formj and his 
Czarian Majefty began his circle of vifits, 
after the fame manner as he did the pre- 
ceding year. 

The weather continued fo very wet 
till about New-Years-Day, that the 
Roads were almoft impaffable, and the 
merchants and others, who were on their 
journey from Archangel hither, were ob- 
liged to poftpone their intentions for fome 
days : ' fuch a wet feafon had not been 
known before for feveral years. 

No fooner, however, was the new 
year commenced, but there was a fudden 
alteration j the Iky cleared up, and at 
once came on a very fevere froft. New- 
Years-Day was a very bufy one j for then 
great preparations were making for a fire- 
work that was to be played off, on ac- 
count of the conqueft at Notteburg. 
The ftrudture was eredted on the fide of 
the river (e) Mofka, behind the caftlc, 
inafpacious fpot of ground, called the Royal 
Meadow, the graf 9 or Hay whereof is con- 
veyed on a dated day into their churches. 
There was but a very little variation in 
this from the former on the fame occa- 
fion ; fome few figures and devices only 
excepted. 

The next day his Czarian Majefty ho- 
noured Mr. Brants with a vifitj accom- 
panied by no left than two hundred per- 
fons of diftindtion, who were all agree- 
ably entertained in a fpacious haH below 
flairs, with a grand concert of trumpets 
and kettle-drums. Here, amongft a great 
variety of other curiofitics, was produced 


a fword of a monflrous fize, which was 1703 
five foot and an half in length at leaft, 
and three inches and an half in breadth An«t.»- 
within the fheatly it was well-propor* fsvord. 
tioned, and weighed about thirty pounds. 

I begged the favour of the perfon whofe 
property it was, to draw it, and per- 
ceived it was waved on each fide; the 
blade, however, was tolerably light in 
proportion to the hilt, and of fome fer- 
vice. When it was fheathed again, and 
the point of it fixed on the ground, it 
was as much as . a man of common 
ftrength could do to poife it with one 
hand. Three of us, however, one after 
the other, fhewed the proprietor, that 
we were as capable of doing it as him- 
felf. That gentleman, it feems, was the 
fon of the late governor of (f) Aftracan, Ra ,haro.„ 
by name Petro/ki, who was put to death 
by the Strelitfes, that is to fay, the fol- culous de- 
diers, who threw him down to the 
ground from the fummit of a high tower. 

Thb' this fon of his was but an infant, 
when this adt of barbarity was put in 
execution ; yet they carried their inhu- 
manity fo far, as to hang him up by 
the heels, and leave him in that deplora- 
ble condition for forty-eight hours fuc- 
ceffively ; which had fuch an effedt on 
his feet, that he was a cripple forever 
after : and at this very juncture he is ob- 
liged to have ffioes of a peculiar form 
made for him, and cannot ftir abroad 
without crutches. 

Some fhort time before night came on, Arrival of 
a certain perfon made his appearance, wiT^.r"- 
who reprefented their Patriarch, dreft 
in his pontifical mantle, and chanting to 
the found of a bell. This was a fignal 
for all perfons to withdraw; and the 
Czar himfelf went away diredtly, with 
all his retinue, in order to pay the re- 
mainder of his vifits. On the fixth of January 6 , 
January, 1703, the Ruffians folemnized 
the TwelftH-Day in the fame manner as 
in the year preceding ; but ’tis obfervable, D ' iy ‘ 
by the way, that there were not an equal 
number of church-men, that attended on 
the occafion, as there were before ; nor 
fo many fine caps, or mitres, as there 
were in our laft account. From whence 
it is very natural to conclude, that, in 
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prdeefs of time, there will be fome re- 
markable variations in the folemnization 
of that anniverfary feftival. On the 
twentieth inftant his Ovarian Majefty fent 
particular orders to no lefs than three 
hundred Ruffian noblemen and ladies to 
meet him at Ifmeelhoff by nine the next 
morning. The fame orders had been 
communicated to the foreign miniflers, 
merchants, and their refpedive ladies ; 
infomuch that there was an appearance of 
near five hundred perfons ; and each of 
them had previous no (ice, that it was ex- 
peded they ffiould bring with them fuch 
prefent as they thought proper for the 
Czarina, which was to be delivered to her 
ufc at the time of their congratulation. 
Thefe free- gifts, for the generality, confift 
in gold and filver toys, medals, with in- 
genious devices, and fuch other little 
trinkets of the like nature, which are of 
more or lefs value, according to the abi- 
lities, or the peculiar affedion and at- 
tachment of the refpedive donors. * Be- 
fore they are prefented, however, they are 
regiftcred, and the name of the perfon 
thereto annexed ; and after that delivered 
into the hands of 'one of the young 
Princeffes, who, in return for the favour, 
offers her hands to kifs. Moft of the 
Ruffian Lords and ladies withdrew in a 
very fhort time 5 but the reft were in- 
vited to dinner ; after which there was 
a ball and other amufements till Mid- 
night. 

That very night there happened a very 
unhappy accident at the nuptials of Capt, 
Stacts, where two furgeons, dancing 
with their wives, two officers, who were 
but juft entered the room, would fain 
take out thofe two particular ladies to 
dance with them. Whereupon high 
words arofe, and one of his Czarian Ma- 
jefty’s officers, called Bodon, drew his 
fword, and ran one of the furgeons, 
whofe name was Gurde, directly through 
the body. He was a French gentleman ; 
and being unarmed, and incapable of de- 
fending himfelf, fell down dead on the 
fpot. The other, whofe name was Havy, 
was, at the fame time, wounded by one 
Capt. Saks, another officer in his Czarian 
Majefty’s fervice ; but perceiving himfelf 
to be wounded, he flopped the blood 


from gu ffiing out with dne of his fingers, 1703 
as well as he could, and withdrew from 
the houfej but his adverfary purfuing 
him, he was obliged to return to his dead 
companion, and fell down in a fainting 
fit, on one fide of him j but a gentleman 
then prefent, who had a peculiar regard 
for him, fucked his wound with fo much 
fuccefs, that he foon revived. Thefe 
Ruffian officers, it feems, had attacked 
them once before; but one of the fur- 
geons, fnatching up a fword, and the 
other a chair, very manfully drove them 
out of the room : enraged at this dilgrace- 
ful repulfe, they returned to their charge, 
and in the height of their refentment; 
committed the cowardly adion here re- 
lated. It is difficult for words to exprels 
the confufion that this prefumptuous and 
blood- thirfty fad created ; by the means 
whereof the two affaffinators then made 
their efcape, tho’ in two days afterwards 
they were happily taken and fecurcd. The mu r* 
Their colonel, who was an eye-witnefs tkJl 
of this barbarous and unmanly tranfadion, 
prevailed on one of his fervants Jo take 
the crime upon himfelf, and boldly to 
declare, that he was the perpetrator, upon . 
his fpecious promifes, not only of procur- 
ing an immediate pardon for him, but of 
advancing him likewife to an enfign’s 
poll. The innocent vaffal, willing to 
oblige his mailer on thofe conditions, 
gave it out peremptorily, that he was the 
only perfon who committed the murder : 

Upon this open confelfion, he was in- 
ftantly put to the torture, in order to 
find out, if poffible, the real fad. In 
his agonies, however, he abfolutely dif- 
owned the whole affair, and publickly 
pronounced the name of the affaffin ; 
but this difeovery happened to be too 
late, as fiiall be taken farther notice 
of in a more proper place. 

At this jundure, his Czarian Majefty 
was determined on taking a tour to £££«• 
(g) Veronis, accompanied by fcveral of toVtron “ 4 
the Ruffian nobility, and fome particular 
Germans, whom he honoured with his 
orders to get ready for that intended 
journey. On the the twenty-fifth I re- 
ceived an order likewile of the lame im- J an ' *s* 
port from the Sieur Heinfius, who in- 
formed me that his Majefty was delirous 
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that I fhould fee that Port, the fhips 
there, and whatever elfe was thought 
worthy the attention of the curious. 

It is now, however, high time to give 
my readers a detail of the intermarriage 
of the Boyar, Iwan Feuderowitz Go- 
lowin, or John Theodore, the fon of 
Count Golowin, Prime Minifter of State ; 
with the Lady Borcefowitz Czeremctof, 
the daughter of Boris Theodore, Velt- 
Marflial of Czeremetof, who had been 
employed by the Czar in divers emba flies, 
and particularly in one to the court at 
(b) Vienna, where he tranfa&ed the 
trull repofed in him with fo much ho- 
nour and reputation, that he was there- 
upon conftituted a Knight of the <order 
of (i) Malta. 

As there was fomewhat very peculiar 
at the folemnization of thefe nuptials j and 
as this intermarriage was between two 
fuch illuflrious perfonagesj I {hall here 
amufe my readers with a circumllantial 
relation of it. The ceremony was per- 
formed on the twenty-eighth inftant at 
the palace of the Boyar FcudoFAlcxcwitz 
Golowin, which was new decorated on 
that joyful occafion. ’Tis a very genteel 
flru&ure of timber-work, well-defigned, 
according to the flriCleft rules of archi- 
tecture, abounding with curious apart- 
ments both above and below, and fituate 
on an eminence, not far diftant from the 
Slabode of the Germans, on the other 
fide of the river Youfa. In the Ipacious 
falon, or great hall, were feveral tables 
ranged in very good order, where was a 
band of mufic ; and in another apartment 
was placed a large table for his Czarian 
Majefty’s filler, the Emprefs, the three 
young Princefles, and for feveral ladies of 
the court * the Lords and ladies, who rc- 
iided in the adjacent parts of the country, 
fat at one end, and at lome dillance by 
themfelves. On this occafion, there were 
not wanting, you may imagine, a great 
number of fpcClators. About eleven 
o’clock, the bridegroom made his ap- 
pearance alone in the audience-chamber, 
on the left-hand, where he received the 
congratulations of the nobility,' whom he 
entertained with a profufion of the beft 
diftillcd liquors. About noon, proper 


meflengers were difpatched to inform 
him, that it was time to repair to the 
place where his nuptials were to be lo- 
iemnized ; and accordingly he was con- 
ducted, with trumpets and kettle-drum’-', 
who were in waiting for that pmpofe, to 
a fmall chappel in the palace. It would 
be no eafy talk to give the reader an 
adequate idea of all the pomp and fplcn- 
dor of this grand feflival, at which his 
Czarian Majefly himfelf officiated as mar- 
fhal, and was principal manager. No 
fooner was the bridegroom got into the 
chappel, but the biide was font for; fflfe 
had {pent the night before at the habita- 
tion of one Mr. Houtman, then lately 
deceafed, in the Slabode of the German 0 , 
direCtly over-againff the Dutch clunch ; 
and by the Czar’s particular orders, had 
been for foine time delivered up to the 
Velt-Marfhal, the bride’s father. All 
the Ruffian and German ladies, who 
were invited to this grand feffivul, re- 
paired thither likcwile to wait on the 
bride, who was conducted to the little 
chappel above-mentioned, in the follow- 
ing order. The firfl that made his ap- 
pearance was a kettle-drummer on a 
white horfe, followed by five trumpeters, 
mounted in the fame manner ; then came 
fixteen flewards of the houfehold, fe- 
leCled from amongft the natives and the 
foreigners. After them went the Czar 
himfelf, in a fine coach, made on pur- 
pofe for him at ( k) Holland, drawn by 
fix dappled grey horfes. After him, five 
other coaches of State with fix horfes; 
but no body in them ; then a calafl) and 
fix, in which was the bride, and fome 
ladies of her particular acquaintance. 
Whilll thefe were in proccfiion, 
the Princefs, his Majefly’s filler, the 
Czarina, and the three young Princefles, 
came to the nuptial palace, in vehicles 
without wheels, like fledges; each in 
one, and all drawn by fix horfes; and 
after them ftllowed a long train of ladies 
belonging to the court. In about half an 
hour, the bride made her perfona! ap- 
pearance, with the ladies of her retinue, 
who had got into the empty coaches. 
When (lie alighted at the palace, fhe was 
received by two noblemen, who were to 
Y perfonate 
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1703 perforate her fathers ; the one a Ruffian, 
t, ut t j lc other Count Conigzegg, the PolUh 
Envoy, who, taking her by the hand, con- 
duced her into the chappel, and placed 
her on one fide of the bridegroom. She 
was followed by the Czar’s fitter, the 
young Princcffes, and other ladies of the 
court, who halted at the entrance into 
the chappel ; and feveral Ruffian and fo- 
reign ladies ranged themfelvcs on each 
fide without ; for the chappel was fo re- 
markably fm all, that ten or a dozen per- 
fons would perfectly crowd it: fo that 
fhofe who a&ually went in, were only 
the Czar, the Czarian Prince, the bride- 
groom and bride, the two fathers, and 
two or three other Ruttian noblemen ; 
but as I was very ambitious of feeing the 
folemnity, I planted myfclf behind the 
bridegroom, who was very richly drett, 
according to the German mode, as was 
the bride likewife, who appeared in a 
white lattin, wrought with gold, with 
her hcad-cloaths, decked with a great va- 
riety of diamonds; behind her, hung 
down, under her fontange, a large trefs 
of plaited hair; a faffiion that has been 
long in vogue amongft the Germans, and 
on her head, flic wore a fmall crown, 
embelliflicd with precious ttoncs. As 
foon as the ceremony commenced, the 
prieft came and flood before the perfons 
whofe hands he was to join, and began 
to read in a book for fome fmall compafs 
of time. After that, the bridegroom 
pulled off a ring, and put it on his bride’s 
finger. Then the prieft took two crowns 
of filver- gilt, which were placed by each 
other, and made both parties kifs them. 
When they had fo done, he placed them 
in form upon their heads. This done the 
prieft began to read again, and the wedded 
pair gave their hands to each other, and 
in that manner, moved gradually thro* 
times round the chappel. Then the 
prieft took a glafs of red wine, and made 
each of them drink off fome part of it, 
which when they had done, they returned 
the glafs, and he delivered it to a proper 
perfon who was in waiting to receive it. His 
Czarian Majefty, who was walking about, 
during the whole ceremony, with his 
marftial’s ftaff in his hand, obferving that 


the prieft was going to his book again, 1702 
gave him orders to conclude as foon as 
pofliblc 5 whereupon, in about a minute’s 
time he pronounced the bencdidlion. His 
Majefty then directed the bridegroom to 
falute his bride; which (lie at firft de- 
clined, but on his Majefty’s repeated 
command, flie thought proper to com- 
ply. When the nuptial rites were over, 
they repaired to the bridal-hall. During 
the time of the folemnity, the Czarina 
and the ladies of the court were at the 
feveral windows which fronted the chap- 
pel. In a flaort time, they fat down to 
table the bridegroom among the men, 
and the bride among the ladies, at the 
common tabic in the large falon. This 
feftival continued for three days fuc- 
ceffively, which were fpent in dancing, 
and a great Variety of other innocent 
amufements. On the third day they re- 
galed thofe gentlemen in particular, who 
officiated as ftewards of the houfehold. 

The folemnization of thefe nuptials 
were widely different, from the mode, 
or fafliioft formerly pra&ifed, which 
would be needlefs, if not impertinent here 
to repeat, as others have fo fiequcntly 
taken notice of it before me. 

Having thus expatiated as far as I think 
any ways requifite, in regard to their marri- 
age-ceremonies, I (hall now proceed to treat 
of their cuftoms both at births and burials. 

As foon as ever an infant is brought Ruffian 
into the world, a prieft is fent for ini- bMi™ 
mediately, if not in waiting, in order to 
its purification. This a£t is extended to 
every perfon then prefent, whofe names 
are called over for that purpofe, and who 
jointly receive the benediction. Nobody 
is admitted till the prieft is at hand ; and 
on his entering the room, the child is 
named either after the faint, whofe fefti- 
val was commemorated eight days before 
the child’s nativity, or that which is to be 
kept eight days then to come. The fa- 
crament, according to their ritual, is ad- 
miniftred to the infant, before he is bap- 
tized ; but more particularly amongft 
perfons of diftimftion; and they feldom, 
if ever, baptize them till after the expira- 
tion of five or fix weeks, when the infant 
is become fomewhat ftrong and hearty. 

1 If 
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If the child proves to be a boy, then the 
mother is purified, or churched, at the 
expiration of five weeks after her lying-in ; 
but if it be a girl, (lie is not churched 
till at the fix weeks end. Then they 
make choice of its godfather and god- 
mother, and never alter them alter wards 
on any confideration whatfoever. Nor 
can fuch godfathers and godmothers in- 
termarry with each other; nor thofe in 
the third degree from them. 

When any pe*fon of fubllance or figure 
is buried, all the friends of hoi h foxes at- 
tend the funeral without any formal in- 
vitation. The corpfe is placed upon a 
bier, fupported either by fix, or lour 
men at leaf!:, the coffin being covered 
with a fine pall, and thofe of the fair 
fex, who arc the nearefl relations, make 
mod hideous lamentations. This, how- 
ever, is a circumflance, that 1 took par- 
ticular notice of in my former travels. 
The priefls chant the funeral dirge ; but 
there is not the like formality and fhew 
of public forrow in the interment of the 
vulgar. 

The cuftoms amongft the foreigners 
refiding in Ruflia are widely different 
from thefe with refpedt to their births 
and weddings j and much the fame with 
the Germans. In their marriage- rites, 
indeed, they obferve a much greater fo- 
lemnity. They fend a formal invitation 
to thofe they think proper by two Rewards 
of their houfhold, which is done, if it be 
in the winter, in a fine fledge, drawn by 
two horfes, dreffed up in ribbons, with 
Hwo valets behind the fledge. The num- 
ber of perfons invited on fuch an occafion 
amounts fotnetimes to dkc hundted and 
fifty perfons, or an hundred at leaft, ac- 
cording as things are cffcumftanciated. 
At thefe feftivals the marfial is the prin- 
cipal man, and goes to Jnd fro with a 
truncheon in his hand, la domed with 
ribbons; and he, and the# ftc ward, com- 
mence all healths ; bo*des the head- 
fteward, there are generflly four, fix, or 
eight under-ftewards, who take care that 
all neceflaries are duly prepared, not only 
in regard to the furniture, but the pro- 
vifions themfilves. ' Thefe affift the 
fteward in waiting on the guefls, and are 


diftinguifhed by a fine fcarf on their right 
arm, which they wear in common with 
the head-fteward, but then his is the 
richeft ; and thefe arc tied on for them 
by the bride- maids. Tlufj bride-maids 
are introduced into the hall, where the 
entertainment is made, witli great pomp 
and lolemnity, and a great variety of in- 
ftrumental mufic. And Adi the more to 
honour the bride and biidegroom they 
make choice of two fin hue, two mo- 
tile rs, two hi others and two fillers on 
each licit- ; who are all introduced in the 
f ine pompous manner. After that, 
they fu down to table in fuch order as 
is fouled and determined before-hand. 
The perlbn appointed to carve is planted 
between the two bride- maids, who fit 
fionting the bride, and they tie a fcarf 
upon his arm. The bridegroom feats 
himfelf between the fathers and brothers, 
and the bride between the mothers and 
fifters. When tl.is entertainment is over, 
there is another in a fidc-room, for the 
marflial, the Rewards, and the carver/ 
After that, they proceed to dancing, 
and the marflial opens the ball with the 
bride, and then the other ladies are re- 
quefted to dance with the Howards, 
After thefe, dance the fathers and mo- 
thers, then the brothers and fillers, and 
at*laft the new-married couple, and two 
or three pair perhaps befides. When 
thefe dances are over, the marflial cries 
out, with an audible voice. Liberty * 
and then every one is free to dance that 
pleafes. Thefe nuptial merriments, for 
the generality, are continued for three 
days fucceflively ; and on the lafl, 
the bride-maids entertain the marflial, 
the Reward, his deputies, and the 
carver. 

As to their funeral- rites, they are per- 
formed after the following manner. The 
body of the dcccafed is kept for fome 
days $ and the chiefs of the nation to 
which he particularly belongs are invited; 
and afterwards molt of the foreign mer- 
chants and other hiends, as well thofe in 
the city, as thofe in the Slabodc. Which 
invitation is pcrfoimcd in form by two 
of the decealed’s nation^ appointed for 
that purpofe, or pitched upon by his 
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1703 neareft relations } and thefe are dreft in 
long black cloaks, and crape hat-bands. 
Notwilhftandihg the company, on thefe 
occafions, meet for the moft part about 
two in the afternoon, it is dark before 
the corpfe is interred in the winter feafon, 
and pretty late, in cafe it be fummer. 
They have about fifteen or fixteen 
mourners, and twelve bearers, all mar- 
ried perfons, and dreft in black, with 
long black cloaks, which are kept for 
that purpofc in their churches. The 
mourners'fit in the beft room on the right- 
hand, with the male- relations of the de- 
ceafed ; and every one that enters the 
room pay their proper refpe&s to them. 
The bearers have a crape hat-band, and 
a crape-fcarf over their (boulders, and 
foinetimes white gloves. They have a 
cold collation placed on two feveral ta- 
bles with a great variety of provifions; 
and wine, flip, fweet - meats, toafted 
bread and lemons, in cafe they are to be 
procured, arc handed about in plenty. 
Before the corpfe is carried out of the 
houfe, 'tis cuftomary to prefent each of 
the bearcrs’Vith a filver fpoon, with the 
name of the deceafed neatly engraved 
upon it. The miniftcr likewife, the 
fchool-mafter, and the mourners arc fa- 
voured with the fame prefent. If, how- 
ever, the party deceafed be a maid, .then 
gold rings are given inftead of fpoons, 
with the name engraved. The coffin, 
before it is carried out, is nailed up by 
the bearers ; and as foon as the pro- 
cellion commences, the fchool-mafter and 
his young pupils begin to fing with books 
in their hands j but the Calvinifts never 
begin to fing till the corpfe is arrived at 
the church-yard. The finging-boys move 
fit ft, and are followed by their mafter, 
the miniftcr, and the principal perfons be- 
longing to the funeral. Then comes the 
body of the deceafed, and after it the 
ncarcft relations, the mourners, the mcr- 
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chants, and officers, who don’t go regu- 1703 
larly two and two, as they do in Hoi* 
land, but four or five together, or in 
what other number they think proper. 

As foon as they have reached the church- 
yard, and depofited the corpfe into the 
grave, they renew their chanting lomc 
pfalms fuitable to the occafion ; then 
the miniftcr makes a funeral harangue, 
and thanks all the perfons then prefent 
for the honour they have done him; 
then the bearers, who h|ve each of them 
a ffiovel in their hands, throw in the 
earth upon the coffin, till the grave is 
nearly filled up. Then all the perfons • 
who were invited, are defired to return 
to the houfe of the deceafed ; but very 
few accept of the offer, except the bearers, 
who are always entertained there with 
drink and tobacco. Sometimes there is a 
funeral fermon preached in the church, 
and the women are invited to attend. 

When that is the cafe, the widow of 
the deceafed comes with her neareft fe- 
male relations, all covered over with 
crape; and thefe very frequently vent 
their forrow in tears even in the ftreets. 
Sometimes fhe gives her friends an enter- 
tainment afterwards. They go either in 
coaches, or on horfeback in the fummer, 
it being then impracticable to go on foot. 
Formerly, indeed, their coffins were 
made of oak but that practice is now 
prohibited, as the Czar propofes to rc- 
ferve that wood for other ufes. 

The number of Calvinifts in thefe 
parts may poffibly amount to two hun- 
dred or thereabouts. The Lutherans ar$ 
much more numerous} and have two 
churches, indeed, whilft the former 
have but one in the Slabode. There 
have been two Jefuits fettled here for fome 
confiderable time, who inftrudt feveral 
children, who are profeft Roman Ca- 
tholics, in the Latin language. 
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Occaftonal Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 
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(4J Archangel, fee p. 8. n. d. 

(b) Notteburg, fee p. 76, n. b. 

(c) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. c. 


crofs % and here i* feen the cleft of the rock 
which was made by the earthquake, when our 
Saviour expired. 

(i) Molka River, fee p. 47. n. a. 


(d) Jerufalem, eaft longitude 36. latitude 
at. the capital city of Judsea, or Paleftine, in 
Afiatic Turky, fituate thirty miles eaft of the 
Levant, or Mediterranean Sea, ninety miles 
fouth of Damafcus, three hundred miles fouth 
of Aleppo, and two hundred and thirty miles 
north-eaft of Grand Cairo. It Hands on a 
high rock, with fteep afeencs on every fide, 
except on the north, furrounded with a deep 
valley, which is again encompafied with hills; 
The city is at prefent three miles in circum- 
ference, and has a little altered its fituation 1 
for Mount Calvary, appropriated to the exe- 
cution of criminals, was formerly without the 
walls, but has now , drawn the city round about 
jt, and ftands in the middle of Modern Je- 
rufalem, and Mount Sion is left without the 
walls, which flood near the center j the walls 
and fortifications, however, feem very antique. 

* The private buildings are very mean, and but 
thinly inhabited. The refort .of pilgrims hi* 
ther only renders it confiderable at prefent j 
and the accommodating them with lodgings 
and provifions is the principal bufinefs of the 
inhabitants. For the proteftion of the pil- 
grims againft the Arabs, and for the reception 
of the tribute exafted on them, a Bafha al- 
ways refides here with a guard of janizaries. 
The church of the Holy Sepulchre, which 
the pilgrims chiefly come to vifit, ftands upon 
Mount Calvary, and is a magnificent, fabric, in 
which every Chriftian nation almoft has a peculiar 
chappel, over the middle of the temple there 
is a cupola, open in the middle, at which it 
receives the light, and under this open cupola 
ftands the glorified fepulchre. There are alfo 
in this church twelve or thirteen places confc- . 
crated on account of fome particular a&ions^ 
done in them, relating to the death and re- 
iurreftion of Chrift •, as the place where he 
was nailed to the crofs j the place where the 
foldicr flood, who pierced his fide ; the place 
where the angels appeared to the women after 
the refurettion, 8cc. and on Good-Friday annu- 
ally our Saviour's paflion is folemnized in this 
'church, and all the parts of it adted fuch as the 
nailing him to the croft, crowning him with 
thorns, and taking 'the body down from the 


(f) Aftracan, fee. 62, n. i. 

(g) Veronis, fee the defeription of this city 
at the beginning of Chap. XIV. 

(b) Vienna, eaft longitude 16. 20. latitude 
48. 20. the capital city of the circle of Auftria, 
and of the German Empire, is fituate on the 
river Danube, one hundred and thirty miles 
fouth-caft of Prague, two hundred miles eaft 
of Munich, fix hundred fouth-eaft of London, 
five hundred and fifty eaft of Paris, three 
hundred miles north-weft of Belgrade, and 
(even t hundred miles north- weft of Conftanti- , 
nople. 'The city, within the walls, is nol 
more than three miles in circumference, but 
the fuburbs are much larger than the city. It' 
is fo well fortified, that it has fuftained feveral 
fiegfs ; the laft by the Turks, in 1683, conti- 
nued two months, and was a very terrible 
one* but it was relieved in a critical hour by 
John Sobiefki, King of Polarid, and the Duke 
of Lorrain. 

Vienna, is built of (tone, the houfes five or 
fix ftories high, with flat roofs. The Im- 
perial family have two large palaces here, in 
which there are feveral grand apartments j 
but the buildings are neither uniform or ele- 
gant i nor the furniture fo rich as might be 
expected in the palaces of the firft Prince in 
Europe } but the houfes of the nobility and 
great officers of State are magnificent ftruc- 
tures i the palace of the Jate Prince Eugene 
particularly is the admiration of all that view 
it, as well for the grandeur of the building 
' and conycniency of the apartments, as for the 
richnels of, the furniture. 

- The f*rat in Vienna is frequented by people 
of quality, as the Mall is at London. It is a 
wotJd in an ifland, formed by the branches of 
the Danube, which renders it exceedingly 
pleafant. 

Vienna is an Archbiffioprick, and the ca- 
thedral of St. Stephen a magnificent old build- 
ing, but very dark : the Univerfity is equal to 
any in Europe, in point of antiquity, the 
number of ftudents, or their privileges and 
accommodations. The Auftrian library is 
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I703 in great efteem, containing fourfcore thoufand 
wvw volumes. 

There Is no place where people eat and 
drink more plentifully, and are better ferved 
with wine, as well as eatables, than they are 
at Vienna. People of diftin&ion will have 
eighteen or twenty different forts of wine at 
their tables, and & note is laid on every plate, 
enumerating the feveral forts of wine that may 
be called for ; and it is a very difficult thing 
for a Granger to get off without being made 
fenfible of the ftrength of them. 

This city, tho* it be fo far within land, has 
in fome parts of it the air of a fea-port ; for 
here are magazines of naval (lores, and (hips 
of war built, and fitted out, which ferve opon 
the Danube, againfl the Turks-, and there 
have been many fmart engagements between 
the fleets of the Turks and Germans upon 
that river, efpecially about Belgrade. 

(i) Malta, eaft longitude 15. latitude 35. 
15. an ifland in the Mediterranean, fltuate 
fixty miles fouth ol Cape Palfaro, in Sicily, 
and two hundred miles eaft of Tunis, in 
Africa. It is of an oval figure, twenty rfliles 
long, and twelve broad. It is a white, foft 
rock, covered a foot deep with earth j pro- 
ducing indigo, cotton, grapes, olives, figs, 
lemons, oranges, and other fruits \ but they 
have not corn enough for their ufe, nor make 
any wine, but import both from Sicily ) it 
produces, however, plenty of peafe, bans, 
and other pulfe, melons, and garden-fluff •, 
and they have very good fprings, but no 


wood, except their fruit-trees. This ifland 1 7 ° J 

was fucceflively fubjeA to the Phoenicians, 
Carthaginians, and the Romans : and the Em- 
peror Charles V. gave it to the Knights of St. 

John of Jerufalem, after they had loft the 
ifland of Rhodes, which they defended two 
hundred years againfl all the power of Turky. 

They were attacked in the ifland of Malta by 
Solyman, the Turkilh Emperor, anno 1566, 
but he was forced to abandon the ifland, after 
he had loft above 20,000' men in the attempt. 

The Knights formerly confifted of eight fe- 
veral nations, but now only of feven, the 
Englifh having withdrawn themfelves on ac- 
count of their fuperftitious rites. All the 
Knights are to be of antient, noble, families, 
and legitimate. The grand croffcs, or heads 
of each nation, are ftiled grand priors, having 
each of them their convents of Knights, and 
eftates in every popifh nation appropriated to 
their maintenance, which are ftiled com* 
manderies. The priors chufe a grand mafter, 
and are all fubjeA to the Pope in fpirituals, 
and depend alfo pretty much on thefe Princes 
where their lands, or comnaanderies lie. They 
are obliged to fupprefs all pyrates, and are 
engaged in a perpetual War with the Turks, 
Algerines, and other Mahomedans. The 
Knights take vows of celibacy, chaflity, &c. 

And as to matrimony, they generally keep 
their vow, but introduce, however, great 
numbers of Grecian girls, who ferve them in 
quality of concubines. 

(k) Hqjlaod, fee p. 76. n. f. 
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CHAP. XII. 

The Czars Departure for Veronis, to which Place the Author , And 
divers other Gentlemen attend him . Several remarkable Occurrences 

on the Road thither. His Arrival at Veronis. 

T HE time appointed for his Czarian of January, and his Czarian Majefty, 

Majefty’s departure for Veronis be- with all his retinue, fet out the very next 

ing come, he was accompanied thither day. We had taken particular care that 

by John Alexewitz Moefin Poefkin, the bottoms of our fledges fliould be well 

prime infpedtor, and principal vifitor of ftrengthened and fecured by proper plates 

the Ruffian convents, who had been go- of iron, in order that they might hold 

vernor of (a) Aftracan, an office which out the journey without any farther re- 

he had difeharged with the utmoft credit pairs; fince the ground was hardly co- 

ind reputation; Alexis Pctrowitz If- vered with fnow, and the road at that 

ncelhoff, the Knez Gregory Gregoriwitz time, by confequence, extremely bad. 
Sagarin, John Andrewitz Tolftoy, go- His Majefty had ordered feveral poft- 

irernor of (b) Af6ph, Joan Davidewitz wodens for us, befidcs fix fledges for the 

governor of (c) Kolomna, Alexander ufe of our felves and our fervants. We 

Wafielewitz Kifken, head-fteward of the fet out from the Slabode of the Germans 
houlhold, and gentleman of the chamber about three in the afternoon, and we were 
•o his Czarian Majefty ; and one Na- ordered likewife to have relays of frelh 

riftcie, his Majefty’a uncle’s fon. Divers horfes at every twenty werfts. At the 

Dther perfons of high rank and diftindtion end of every werft, between Mofcow 

likewife came after us to Veronis. His and Veronis, there arc proper ports, or 

Czarian Majefty likewife was pleafed to land-marks, whereon is inferibed the date 

honour the following perfons fo far as to of the year 1701, in which they were firft 

invite them to accompany him in that cradled, not only in the Ruffian, but the 

journey; namely, the Sieur Konigfcgg, German charadters likewife. Between 

envoy extraordinary from (d) Poland, the each of thefe land-marks, or pillars, 

Sieur Kiferling, envoy from the King of which are pretty ftately, and painted 

(e ) Pruffia, the Sieur Bellofeur, agent red, there are eighteen or twenty finall 

from the' Sieur Ogienlkie ; one of the trees on each fide of the road ; and fom 0- 

principal generals, and one of the King times three or four all in a clufter, inter- 

of Poland’s fincereft friends ; feveral of- woven with branches, as your gabions 

fleers of his houfhold, and fbns of the are, the better to fupport, and keep them 

famous general Le-Fort. He invited, faft in the ground. Of thefe pillars 

moreover, the three following merchants, there are about five hundred and fifty - 

viz. Mr. Steel, a fine gentleman, and a two. 80 that from Mofcow to Veronis, 

great favourite of his Czarian Majefty, and the parts adjacent, it is computed at 

and- Mr. Hill, both natives of (j) Eng- about an hundred and ten leagues, allow- 

land, and the Sieur Kinfius, a native of ing five werfts to a league. As to the 
(g) Holland, who were all perfedtly well number of fmall trees, that are planted 
affcdlcd to his Majefty. He defired, at on each fide of the road as before-men- 

the fame time, that I fhould fet out with tioned, I am apt to belieye, on a tnode- 

them fome Ihort time before him ; which rate computation of them, thiy may 
accordingly we did upon the thirty-firft amount to about 200,000. And this 

a con- 
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1703 contrivance is To much the more com- 
***** modiousj becaufe, without fuch pillars 
and trees, it would be morally impoflible 
to keep the road ; fince, during the win- 
ter- fieafon, they are all covered with 
fnow } befides 'tis cufiomary to travel as 
well by night as in the day. In about 
two hours time we reached Sgelina ; 
where we changed horfes, in order to 
proceed to Oeljamina, at which place we 
arrived about eight o’clock: and there 
we alighted at a Kabak, belonging to his 
MajeAy, which was a very handfome Aruc- 
ture for a timber-houfe, and had divers 
very commodious apartments in it. At our 
entrance, we went up a fine Savare of 
five Aeps, with five angles, and were en- 
tertained with good beer, and very com- 
fortable fires, as his MajeAy himfelf was 
expeded there, who has ordered Kabaks 
to be ereded every twenty werAs for the 
accommodation of Arangers. After we 
had refreAied our felves here for abbyt 
two hours, we proceeded on our journey, 
tho’ the night was very damp. There 
were horfes always ready for us at the 
Aated places, and there were fires in all 
the villages} where the country people 
Aood at their refpedive doors with trufles 
of Araw, all in flames, to teAify their 
joy for his MajcAy’s arrival, which in the 
night-time had a very good effed. Tho’ 
from this place to Kolomna we had 
thirty werAs to travel } yet we reached it 
before break of day : and there we waited 
till his MajeAy came, which was about 
nine in the morning ; at which time I 
was gone out in order to take a furvey of 
the place both within and without. On 
fitMiioB of Friday, or the fifth day of the week, I 
iuk>miw. wcnt out at t j )C g atc> ca n e( j by the inha- 
bitants Pjaetnietfke ; and from thence 
went to that of Cofli, which arc the only 
gates they have. This town is furround- 
ed with a very fubAantial Aone-wall, 
about fix fathom high, and about two 
thick, which is flanked with feveral 
towerf, fome circular, and others fquare } 
at about two hundred paces diAance one 
from the other; but not calculated for 
the reception of cannon : it is about a 
mile ar^l an half in circumference, and 
the little river called Kolommenlkc, from 


whence it derives its name, glides along 1703 
by it. Here, indeed, I fliould have taken '~ 0 ^ t 
notice of the river of Mofcow ; but as 
we crofled it afterwards by water, I (hall 
poApone the account of.it to another time, 
that I may not be interrupted in my de- 
feription of this city. The wall is almoA all 
broken down on one fide, and in order to 
get at the hinder- gate, where the land 
lies • low beyond the river, one muA go 
over a pretty high hill. At the other 
gate, there are fuburbs, where they ex- 
pofe their wares to fale ; and I faw a 
great number of country-people pafs 
through this gate wjth their refpedive 
commodities for the fupply of the town. 

The form of it is almoA round, and on 
the higheA fide there is a dry ditch, and 
a very high wall. The church of Ufplenja, 
that is, of the Separation of the Mother 
of God, is the moft ornamental Arudure 
in the whole place ; ’tis pretty large, and 
built with Aone : the archiepifcopal pa- 
lace likewife is no contemptible building ; 
but there is nothing befides in the whole 
city that has the appearance of any gran- 
deur. Having thus gratified my cu- 
riofity, I went to the governor’s houfe,* 
whofe name was Ivan Davidewitz, where 
I found his Czarian MajeAy, and the 
rcA of his retinue at table. When I had 
got up to that Prince, and paid my duty 
to him, he honoured me fo far as to fa- 
lute me ; and after I had given him & 
fhort detail of my furvey, he ordered me 
to fit down. At two in the afternoon 
we proceeded on our journey, and went • 
diredly to the country feat of Mr. Alex- 
ander Wafielewitz Koecken, which was 
about five werAs diAance from Kplomna, 
where we were very elegantly entertained. 

It is a wpoden Arudure, indeed, and but 
two Aories high j but the apartments in 
it were very large and commodious. We 
refreihed ourfclves there till about five 
o’clock, and arrived by about nine, at 
the little lake, called-Ivan, not fardiAant th, m.i. 
from the village of Ivanofra, which was Uke Iv * 
near one hundred and thirty werAs from 
the feat of Mr. Koecken. The river 
(i) Don, or the Tanais, has its fource in 
this lake, and from thence flows in a 
long canal, the water whereof is exceed- 
ingly 
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ingly clear, and perfedly well tailed, not 
only in the opinion of the Czar himfelf, 
but of all who were with him ; notwith- 
ftanding that lake, or more properly 
fpeaking, that pool, is very marfhy. 
There is one circumftancc relating thereto 
that is peculiarly remarkable ; and that is, 
one half of its water runs one way, 
and the other half another. It was at 
this place that the Czar, in the year 
1702, began to dig a canal, in order to 
open a communication between the Don 
and the (k) Baltic. His Majelly then 
furveyed the whole ground in perfon, as he 
did at this prefent jundurc while we were 
with him. This canal, the waters where- 
of are very deep, receives them from the 
Don, or Tanais, and is propofed to crofs 
the lake Ivan, and fo flow into the little 
river Sohata, which difeharges its waters 
into theUpaj this into the (l) Occa, and 
this laft into the (m) Wolga ; by virtue 
whereof, the end propofed might be at- 
tained of making a communication be- 
tween this river and the Baltic fca j the 
contrivance whereof is to be accomplilhed 
by a great variety of lluices, at about four- 
fcore paces in length, and in breadth only 
fourteen, under the care and infpedion 
of Prince Gogarin, whofe Ikill in fuch 
like mechanical operations, and other ex- 
traordinary endowments of mind, are be- 
yond the power of words to exprefs. His 
Czarian Majelly caufed us to be carried 
on this canal in fledges, having firft 
ordered the horfes to be Ihod accordingly, 
and Ihewed us the whole work as it was 
then compleated, which confided of feven 
large, clofe lluices, compofed of grey Hone. 
It was there likewife, that I faw an engine 
for difeharging of mud, made much after 
the manner of thofe In Holland ; with 
which, when the ice was broke, his 
Czarian Majelly got up earth, proper to 
make turf with, which is managed there, 
juft as it is in the (n) Netherlands. There 
were feveral houfes full of it, and, by 
experience we found that it was very 
good. 

His Czarian Majelly having entertain- 
ed us at noon, about three o’clock we 
proceeded on our journey to a country 
feat belonging to Mr. Le Fort’s, fituate 


in a village about thirty weills farther. 
As this rural habitation, however, Hands 
fomewhat out of the high-road, three of 
our guides turned to the right, inflead of 
following the company, and went to one 
of his Majefty’s houfes, at about five 
werlls diftance only > and as night was 
come upon us, I went in there, accom- 
panied by two French officers, where 
we tarried till ten o’clock, in expecta- 
tion of our companions ; but perceiving 
nobody came near us, we purfued our 
journey thro’ a defart, where we met 
with a little coppice here and there, but 
nothing clfe. On the third inftant, about 
nine in the morning, we arrived at the 
country feat of Prince Alexander Dani- 
elcwitz de Menfikof, which was about 
an hundred and ten werlls from Mr. Le 
Fort’s. It is a very Ipacious and magni- 
ficent llrudure, like a pleafure-houfe, 
with a lanthorn, or turret upon it, which 
was oovered with a loofe roof, to be taken 
off,* or kept on, as occafion required, 
and was very neatly painted both within 
and without, with a great variety of 
colours. This pleafure-houfe of his was 
lofty enough in reafon, and contained in 
it feveral very fuperb apartments. There 
is no other way to it than by the gate of 
the fort; for both of them arc within one 
common enclofure, and that not of any 
confiderable extent. Here were feveral 
fine works well mounted with cannon, 
which on one fide were well covered 
with a hill, and on the other, by a fort 
of fen, or lake. No fooner was I ad- 
mitted into the Czar’s prefence, but he 
alked me where I had been ? I made 
anfwcr, where Providence and my guides 
had pleafed to dired me ; for I was a 
llranger to the road, and the language 
they talked there. Upon this he laughed 
very heartily, and acquainted the Ruffian 
Lords who attended him with my ramble. 
He then gave me a bumper, by way of 
punilhment. After that, he regaled us in 
a very elegant manner, and ordered the 
cannon to be fired at every health. When 
the entertainment was over, he carried us 
upon the ramparts, and treated us there 
with a variety of liquors on"*caoh .j|irork. 
After that, he ordered feveral Hedges to 
A a be 
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be got ready to divert us on the lake, 
which was then frozen over, that we 
might from thence take a perfect view 
of the whole at our leifure : he did me 
the honour to take me into his own 
fledge j ftill careful of his liquors, which 
accompanied us wherever we went in great 
profufion. From thence we returned to 
the caftle, where bumpers again began to 
be handed round in order to warm us j 
and at laft, as that place had never been 
diftinguifhed by any particular name, his 
Majcfty was plcafed to call it Oranjen- 
burg. Prince Alexander’s village, which 
is fituate on one fide of it, is called Sla- 
boolke. From this agreeable place we 
fet out about nine at night. On the 
fourth inftant, we travelled hard, indeed, 
but afterwards at a more moderate rate, 
as there was but little fnow upon the 
ground. His Czarian Majefly, however, 
did not put up, till we were arrived at 
Stepena, where were ten drips but newly 
built. We proceeded on our journey in 
the night-time ; and on the fifth inftant, 
about one in the morning, we reached 
(o) Veronis, which is an hundred and 
ninety werfls from Oranjenburg. As the 
company were divided whilft ’twas dark, 
one part dropt in after another. The 
two firft that made their appearance at 
Mr. Le Fort’s, was his fon and my felf ; 
and as there had been no regulation fettled 
in regard to our refpe&ive lodgings, we 
went dircdly to vice-admiral Rees ; where 
we were informed, that he had kept his 
bed for three weeks then laft paft, through 
the misfortune he met with by a cafual 
fall j and as foon as it was broad day, 
we waited on him, and condoled with 
him on that unhappy occafion : he re- 
ceived us in a very courteous manner, 
and begged of us to make free with his 
houfe, and whatever provifions we could 
meet with. His Czarian Majefty arrived 
himfelf about one in the afternoon, not 
only under the difeharge of all the cannon 
jn the caftle, but under the fire of the 
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guns from the (hips which lay there frozen J/'-t 
up: and on his firft arrival, he went di- 
redly to pay the vice-admiral a vifit. 

From thence he went to Mr. Fewdor 
Mafhewitz Apraxins, one of the Lords of 
the Admiralty, and commandant in that 
place. We received orders to follow him, 
and were very agreeably entertained, in 
the midft of the noile of the aitillery } 
for fifty cannon at leaft were fired off at 
different times } and fo the public accla- 
mations concluded with the day. In the 
mean time, orders were given, that pro- 
per apartments fliould be prepared for the 
reception of ftrangers in the caftle ; that 
they fhould be regaled in the moft elegant 
manner, and want for no provifions that 
the place could pofiibly afford : neither 
was there the leaft deficiency in point of 
liquors j for Mr, Konwfegg, the Envoy 
before-named, who had the direction of 
the table, difeharged the truft repofed in 
him, in the politeft manner. The Sieurs 
Steel, Knifius and Hill, lodged with a 
particular acquaintance of theirs, and Mr. 

Le Fort and I at the vice-admiral’s j but 
we went every now and then to the caftle 
to partake of the entertainments there. , 
His Majefty, with his Ruffian nobility, 
lay at a private houfe upon the quay. On 
the fixth inftant, we went to take a view 
of the fhips there j where we dranjc very 
freely, and were innocently gay. Fewdor 
Mafhewitz entertained us at noon, and 
all the next day : and fo ended our fefti- 
vity j for on the eighth the Ruffians 
grand faft commenced. On the ninth I 
folicited his Czarian Majefty for his free 
permiffion to take draughts of whatever I 
faw worthy of my attention ; which re- 
queft was immediately complied with ; 
and he clofed it with the following re- 
mark: “Come, Sir, Laid he, we have 
“ lived well, and been innocently merry * 

“ and as we have had fome little reft after 
" our fatigue, *tis now high time to fet 
“ to work, and difpofe of our future 
“ hours to better advantage.” 
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(a) Aftracan, fee p. 62, n. i. 

(bj Afoph, fee p. 51, n . b, 

( c ) Kolomna, fee p. 61, n. r. 

(d) Poland, fee p. 63, n. ». 

(e) Pruflia, a province of Poland, is fituate 
between 17 and 22 degrees of eaft-longitude, 
and between 53 and 56 degrees of north-lati- 
tude, being bounded by the Baltic Sea on the 
north j by Lamogitia and Lithuania on the 
eaft; by Great Poland and Warfovia on the 
foutl^and by Brandenburg and Pomerania on 
the weft *, being about two hundred miles long, 
and hundred broad, and divided into Regal 
and Ducal Pruflia ; the Regal Pruflla, which 
lies on the weft, being ftill fubjecft to the 
crown of Poland •, and Ducal Pruflla, which 
is the eaftern part of it, fubjcCt to the King of 
Pruflla, whofe anceftors began to ftile them- 
felves Kings about the year 1 700, and have 
been llnce recognized Kings by moft of the 
powers in Europe. The chief town of Ducal 
Piuflia is Konninglburg, fituate on the Frifch- 
hoff, a bay of the Baltic Sea. This country 
has been fubjed to the Marquifles of Branden- 
burg upwards of two bundled years* and here 
they are abfolute Sovereigns, the, Poles having 
acknowledged their independency on the 
crown in the year *663, upon condition, 
however, that upon failure of iflue of the Mar- 
quis and Eleftor of Brandenburg, Ducal 
Pruflla fliould revert to the crown of Poland, 
and be deemed a fief of that crown. Ducal 
Pruflla is one of the eoldeft, and moft barren 
countries in Poland, but is well fituated for a 
foreign trade, having fcveral good ports upon 
the Baltic Sea. The King of Pruflia’s Ger- 
man dominions, confifting of Brandenburg, 
Pomerania, Magdeburg, Halberftat, and Si- 
lefia, if he can keep the laft, are much more 
confnlerable ; but they are feparated from his 
Polifh dominions by Regal Pruflia. Bran- 
denburg Marquifate is- bounded by Pomerania 
and Mecklinburg on the north ; by Poland on 
the eaft •, by the Ele&orate of Saxony on the 
fouth •, and by Brunfwick and Lunenburg on 
the weft j extending two hundred miles in 
length, and between fifty and an hundred in 


breadth ; the capital city Berlin, fubjeft to 
Pruflla. 

(f) England is of a triangular figure, 
bounded by Scotland on the north ; by the 
German Sea on the call j by the Englifli 
channel, which divides it from France on the 
fouth ; and by Sr. George’s, or the Irilli 
Chanel on the weft. In South Britain, which 
comprehends both England and Wales, there 
are 52 counties, 26 cities, 207 borough- towns, 
803 market-towns, 2 archbiftiopricks, and 
9284 parilhes. It is about 380 miles in 
length, and 300 in breadth, containing about 
eight millions of inhabitants. And how re- 
markable this ifiand is for trade and commerce 
is almoft needlefs to inform our Enghfl) 
readers: in cafe, however, any of them 
may cafually want farther information, for 
brevity’s fake, we fliall 'refer then to Mr, 
Poftlethwait’s general di&ionary on that par- 
ticular and important fubjeft ; wherein eveiy 
article is oecafiohally inferted, with fo much 
accuracy and judgment, that it cannot fail of 
gratifying the curiolity of the moft in^uifi(iv(} 
reader. 

(g) Holland, fee p. 76, n. c. 

- (b) Mofka River, fee p. 4. n. a. 

(i) Don, or Tanais, fee p. 62, n. /. 

(k) Baltic Sea has Sweden on the north, 
and Germany and Livonia on the fouth. It 
is obfervable, that a current always lets out 
of this fea through the found into the ocean 1 
for which reafon, and the numerous frclh- 
water rivers which fall into it, its waters si? 
pot fo fait as other leas ; and there are no 
tides in it ; and it is frequently frozen three 
or four months in the winter, 

(l) Occ 3 , fee p. 6 1, n. d. 

(m) Wolga, or Volga, fee p, 28. n 

(n) Netherlands, fee p. 62, n. m. 

(0) Veronis. See the Author’s particular 
account of it, in the beginning of Chapter 
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CHAP. XIII. 

A Defcription of the City of Veronis ; <w alfo of the Don, or Tanaw. 
yf fhort Account of our Return to Mofcow, and of His MajeJty s 
Departure from thence to Sleutelenburg. 


situation ef r T”'HE city of Veronis is fituate on a 

Vcronii, hill in fifty-two degrees and 

an half of northern latitude, and is fur- 
rounded with a wooden wall, which was 
then all perfectly rotten, and divided into 
three parts ; in one whereof, commonly 
called Jakatof, the mod fubfiantial Ruf- 
fian merchants principally refide. Within 
the city there is a remarkably long rope- 
walk -, and without the wall there are 
feveral magazines, or ftore- houfes # for 
their powder. On the fide of the hill, 
and all along the banks of the river, there 
are a great number of houfes within the 
extent of four hundred paces ; the mod 
magnificent of thefe ftruftures belong 
to the Admiral Golowin, Mr. Apraxin, 
one of the commiflioners of the admi- 
ralty, the Boyard Lofkrielowitz, Prince 
Danielowitz, and other Ruffians of high 
rank and difiindtion. The much greater 
part of thefe houfes front the citadel, and 
thofe of the vice-admiral, and other offi- 
cers are on one fide of them ) and behind 
thefe buildings there are ftrccts, wherein 
the inhabitants are principally employed 
as (hip-carpentcrs, or in other profefiions 
of a fimilar nature. This city is fituate 
on the weft fide of the river Veronis, 

' from whence it derives its name j and the 
citadel flands on the other fide, to which 

The citadel t • 1 r 

there is a large bridge for a more com- 
modious communication. The ditches 
that furround it arc all full of water pro- 
ceeding from the old river. This citadel 
is a quadrangular ftru&ure, with towers 
at each coiner, has feveral very fpacious 
apartments, and makes a grand figure 
from without. The new river is choaked 
up to that d.-wce with fands that it is not 
nr. iga^.e ; a('-d the (hips for that reafon 


are obliged to fail through the old one. 

The citadel is, as they themfelves look 
upon it to be, the principal magazine, and 
has above one hundred and fifty pieces of 
cannon in it ; the greateft part of them, 
however, have no carriages, in order 
that, on any emergency, they may be 
transported to any other place with greater 
eafe. This citadel, moreover, is defended 
by pallifades in various parts of it, and is 
filled with a good garrifon, as well as the 
country round about, in order to with- 
ftand the Tartars, in cafe they (hould op- 
pofe them. The conveniencics for the T ,, cirdock , 
building of fhips now lie on one fide of forili ‘rv"s 
the citadel ; whereas formerly they were 
fcattered all round about it. The ftore- 
houfe, which is a large capacious ftrudure, 
is fituate on the other fide, and is raifed 
three ftories high ; the two firft of which 
are all fione-work; but the upper, or 
higher ftory, is built with wood. In this 
place, there are feveral apartments full of 
naval ftores ; in fome there are cloaths 
for failors of all forts, and in others, all 
fuch other conveniencics as they imagine 
they fhould principally ftand in need of. 

The fail-houfe, or loft, ftands on one 
fide of this ftore-houfc j and at a mode- 
rate computation, the number of inha- 
bitants amount to near ten thoufand. 

There are two or three fmall villages that 
may be feen, tho’ at a confiderable di- 
ftance, in the plain. . 

On the tenth inftant, I went in purfuit 
of a commodious ftand, or fituation, from 
whence I might take a draught, or fketch 
of the city ; and I pitched accordingly up- 
on the higheft part of an adjacent hill, 
which is but two werfts at moft to the 
fouth-weftward part of it : there I began 

* my 
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1703 my operation ; but could . make no con- 
'-'V'-' fiderable progrefs through the exceffive 
coldncfs of the.feafon, and the keennefs 
of the wind. The next day I took a 
walk thither, in order to get my felf 
into a moderate degree of heat by the 
way, attended by nobody but my own 
l'ervant, and three men belonging to the 
vice-admiral, who might keep off any 
fuch Ruffians as might probably attempt 
to interrupt me in the profecution of my 
defign. I gave orders for a mat to be got 
ready, fome few poles, an ax, and a 
fpade, in order to dig a pit for me, 
where I might with convenience take 
my ftand. When this was done, I le- 
cured my back from the wind with the 
mat ; and being thus planted, there was 
no great difficulty in feeing what I was 
about both from the town and the river- 
lide. And, indeed, I was not long here 
before I was found out ; for two Englifh 
fhip-wrights difeerning me from the river, 
lent two or three of their people to know 
what bufinefs I had there. Perceiving 
they were advancing towards me, 1 gave 
orders to my fea- men, who were armed 
with half-pikes, to keep them at a di- 
flancc ; to tell no one what I was about ; 
and to fay, they knew nothing of the 
matter, in cafe any impertinent or curious 
enquiries ffiould be made. In the mean 
time, above fifty Ruffians in a body got 
together upon the hill, drawn thither 
through the novelty of fuch a fight, and 
their incapacity of conceiving what my 
intention in reality was : my people, 
however, taking due care to drive them 
back, they were not fo prefomptuous as 
to advance near enough to give me any 
interruption. When I returned to tie 
town, the vice-admiral informed me, that 
it was the current report, that one of the 
Czar’s domeflics had been buried alive 
upon the hill ; as nobody could tell who 
it was, nor what crime had been com- 
mitted ; and that the poor unfortunate 
fellow, who was buried up to the middle, 
had a large prayer-book before him, 
which was the paper I was drawing on ; 
and that no one was permitted to come 
near him, as there were three nroper 
centinels appointed to guard him, and 


prevent any attempt to affifl him; nay 1703 
the officers thcmfelves were fo much in ‘-W 
the dark as to the real matter, that they 
enquired of one another who the poor 
domeftic was, that was thus under len- 
tence of condemnation. On the twelfth 
inftant, however, as they perceived the 
criminal had (Lifted his quarters, anil 
confequently, that they were miftaken in 
regard to his interment, they unani- 
moufly ran into another fuggeflion, as 
whimfical as the former. At fome fmall 
difiance, there was an old burying- 
ground, where they had feen me fome 
few days before, and where I went that 
day to take a draught of it. The Ruf- 
fians, thus fluttered and confounded, now 
imagined, that I might be fome prophet 
arrived from beyond-fea, to vifit the old 
burying-grounds, fay mafles for the dead, 
and perform fome other religious cere- 
monies there ; efpecially, as I always ap- 
pealed with a book before me. They 
olJlerved, as all agreed, that I had an Hun- 
garian veil on ; that I had a fervant who 
attended me, and carried on his arm a blue 
cloak, or fomething like one ; and in 
fhort, that I had three of the vice-admiral’s 
people fet over me as a guaid. This no- 
tion, as idle and extravagant as it was, 
might poffibly have been attended with 
bad confequences, had not the Czar him- 
felf been perfonally in thofc parts, and 
been a check on the multitudes which 
would otherwile have afiembled together. 

In the Plate, Number XV. hereto an- u- r 
riexed, the Reader has a perfedt view of 7 > 7 a 
the whole town. The capital letter A 1 "” : - v 
denotes the place where his Majcfiy re- 
llded. B the docks, where the lliips are 
built. C the d’Woritz, that is to fay, the 
citadel. D the Ambact, or flere-houfe ; 

E the fail-hotife, or loft ; F the houfe, 
or palace of Prince Alexander Dariielo- 
witz ; G that of Fewdor Mafhewitz ; 

H U fplenje Dogcroditza, or the Church 
of the Conception of the Mother of God. 

I Cufma Idcmjan, or the church devoted 
to Co I mu s and Damian, who were bre- 
th'en in the catalogue of their faints 
K Sahoor, or the church of the Al- 
icntbly of the faints j I . I *e 1 1 orn- 
ditza, or the Friday Churc'i ; which wr.v 
B b fo 
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fo diftinguirticd, becaufe in that place the 
Bleffcd Virgin Mary appeared in an ex- 
traordinary manner on that particular day ; 
and from thence it was prefumed that 
flic required it to be fet apart in honour 
of that day above any other in the week. 
M the old river. N the new river. O 
the hill from whence I drew the profpedt 
of the town. As the old monuments 
before- mentioned appeared to me fome- 
what extraordinary in their kind, I drew 
them likewife, as well as the ground 
wherein they fland. And as they are on 
a hill, which has differed greatly by the 
inclemency of the weather, this hill is 
by itfelf, and is from the top to the bot- 
tom of it covered over almoft with fltulls 
and bones, and large pieces of coffins. 
On the top there are two ; one only a fmall 
matter damaged ; but the other is fluttered 
to pieces. I gave orders to a Ruffian to 
climb up this hill, which had two trees 
Upon it, in order to try if he could bring 
back with him fome bones which ap- 
peared to lie upon the furface, and which 
had been fo perfectly blanched by the air 
that they were as white as chalk, which 
had a very odd effeCt in that black foil ; 
but the earth was frozen fo hard, that he 
could not poffibly extradl them. In 
Number XVI. the reader has a full view 
of the Old Burying-Ground. What now 
lies before if, was formerly one part of it } 
and the way to it on this fide the river 
lies beneath this hill, on the left-hand ; 
and on the tight lies Siefofskie, in the 
bottom near the river, together with 
lome mills, as the reader may fee in 
Plate XVII, hereto annexed. As to the 
fliips which we faw here, there were 
fifteen in the water, four men of war, 
the larged of fifty- four guns, three 
victualling veflels, two fire-Ihips, and fix 
bomb- ketches. There were likewife five 
men of war on (bore, ready to be launched, 
all built after the Dutch manner, from 
lixty to fixty-four guns, two in the 
Italian fafliion, from fifty to fifty-four, a 
g.ileas, after the Venetian mode, and four 
^allies, befides feventeen other gallies at 
Siefofskie, which is about two werfls 
only *5.| r city. Befides all this, the 
•yorkmen wuc fully employed about five 


men of war,- which were building after 
the Englifli tafte ; two of them bored for 
feventy-four guns, and two for fixty or 
fixty-four ; and the fifth, which is called 
after his Majefty, by reafon he had the 
management and direction of her him- 
felf whillt on the docks, is bored for 
fourfeore and fix guns. The fame work- 
men were likewife farther employed 
about a packet-boat; and upon the fliore, 
on the other fide the river, there were 
about two hundred brigantines, mod of 
them built at Veronis ; and at this very 
juncture there were four hundred very 
fubdantial brigantines upon the (a) Nieper, 
or the Boryflhenes, in the parts adjacent 
to (b) Grim Tartary, and three hundred 
flat-bottomed boats, upon the (c) Volga; 
and to thefe may be added eighteen men 
of war, a bomb-veffcl, and a yacht at 
(d) Afoph. His Czarian Majefty has, 
moreover, divers other fhips, the larged 
whereof are of fixty-fix guns, four from 
forty-eight to fifty. Five of thirty-fix. 
Two of thirty-four, and others fmaller; 
the lead of twenty-eight. 

On that day his Czarian Majedy took 
the diverfion of failing on the ice, in a 
place that was made level, and fit for the 
purpofe. On the thirteen that night, a- 
bout twenty bombs were fired off from 
two vcffels, and lcveral others from a 
pinnace, or galley, with twenty oars. 
When I returned, the vice-admiral in- 
formed me, that the Czar had fent a fpe- 
cial meffenger after me. Accordingly, I 
went that minute on board the (hip 
where I knew he was, and faw feveral 
bombs fired off after the Dutch manner. 
I found his Majedy with a profufion of 
liquor before him ; and was informed, 
that the next day, being the fourteenth 
inftant, he was to go with a numerous 
retinue to the ( e) Don, or Tanais, which 
is about twelve werfls from Veronis, in 
order to take a furvey of the (hipping at 
that particular place. We fet out about 
three o’clock in the afternoon. Mod of 
the company went on horfeback ; the 
red either in waggons or coaches; and 
when we had got at fome fmall diftanca 
from the town, the Czar dopt at a fmall 
church, and after that, we went a little 
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1703 on one fide to take a view of a mill, that 
was of an oCtogon form, and of a very 
extraordinary conft ruCtion, by a Circaffian 
architect. Within this mill, there are 
four others which work all together, 
without either fails, or any other contri- 
vance for the wind to affift it from with- 
out $ but there are feven fails within, 
like thofe of a fhip, and fhut up without 
by large windows or doors. When there 
is a brifk gale of wind, two or three of 
thofe fame windows are immediately 
thrown open, on that fid< which is next 
to it j fo that rufhing upon the fails, it fets 
the machine a going with great rapidity. 
The reader will find a reprefentation of 
this machine in Plate XVII, hereto an- 
nexed. 

The Czar came up with us in a calafh, 
and deli red us to mend our pace ; but 
a, rival at waJ more than all of us were ca- 

wJi!'' pable of doing j we reached, however, 
our journey’s end before the night came 
upon us. At our arrival, there was a 
general difeharge of the guns from all the 
Ibips in the river ; and we went on board 
feveral of them, where they obliged us 
to drink bumpers. At night, we were 
agreeably entertained at the houfe of Ivan 
Alexewitz Moefin Poefkin. When fup- 
per was over, a great part of our com- 
pany retired to the fhips for lodging ; for 
there were none to be procured on any 
confideration whatever on fliore j for they 
had not at that time began to build 
upon the place j tho’ there had been a 
rumour that a town would be built there. 
The day following we went to fee the 
operations that were going forward in 
order to flop the current of the Don, and 
to turn it into another channel. For that 
purpofe there was a fluice contrived on 
that fide whereon they propofed the water 
ihould have its courfe. This river, 
which is likewife known by the name of 
the Tanais, and by the inhabitants in the 
parts adjacent, called Donctz, is one of 
the moll noted rivers in all Ruflia. It 
ij( f crofles the Precopian, or Little Tartary, 
01 tiic Uon. to the eaflward ; and after it has winded 
about a long way, it takes a prodigious 
fweep towards the Volga ; and when it 
has been fvvellcd by the influx of feveral 
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fmaller rivers, difeharges its waters by 1701 
Afoph, formerly called Tanais, into the 
Lake (j) Mieotis, or Sea of Zabafkcy, 
or Zabac-Sea, where it divides Europe 
from Alia. Here, to our great lurprize, 
we met with feveral elephants teeth feat- tieiW'» 
tered up and down upon the ground ) ,u ‘“' 
one of which I am flill in pofl’dTion of, 
but cannot rightly conceive by what 
means they fhould lay there. The Czar, 
indeed, affured us, that Alexander the 
Great, having traverfed that river, if he 
could credit the liiflorians whom he had 
confulted on that occafion, came as far as 
the little town called Kaflinke, which 
lies but about eight wcrfls from that very 
fpot ; and that, in his opinion, it was 
highly probable, that feveral of his ele- 
phants died there, and that thefe teeth 
might poflibly be all that were left be- 
hind. 

After this we returned to the fhips. where Rem™ »> 

. , 1 the Oiipi, 

we npet with a very courteous reception. 

Tlfere were eleven men of war at anchor 
here, befides victuallers. One of thefe 
fhips in particular was built under the 
immediate direction of the Czar himfclf, 
which made a much finer appearance 
than any of the reft, in regard to its ex- 
traordinary decorations. The captain’s 
cabbin was lined with walnut-tree. There 
was another, ’tis true, which lay along 
fide of her, that had its peculiar beauties, 
which was built by a native of (g) Eng- 
land. As to the reft, they had no orna- 
ments to boafl of. At noon we were 
entertained with a profufion of fine fifli, 
and at night, when we returned to the 
fhips, we drank bumper after bumper 
to the chcarful roar of the cannon. 

In the height of our caroufals, a Ruffian An nn) 
failor was fo fool-hardy as to clap his rr • ,cti,lenc 
hand to the mouth of a gun, by which 
mad frolic he was thrown down head- 
long, and by the violence of the 
fall broke fome of his ribs. They 
ufed their utmoft endeavours to conceal 
this unfortunate accident from the Czar ■, 
but by fome means or other, it came to 
his ears, and lie went direflly, with 
abundance of concern, to fee the poor 
wretch, whom he found uyjl the point 
of expiration. J * *" . 

2 About ' . 
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About eight in the evening we broke 

" / J ° , . « 

'—v'j up, and by ten got to Veronis ; notwitn- 
ftanding it rained extremely hard. On 
the fixteenth, having firft obtained his Ma- 
jefty’s leave for that purpofe, I made pre- 
paration for my return to (b) Molcow 
with my three friends; but the rains 
having made the roads exceffively bad, 
vve were obliged not only to hire eight 
waggons, but to fecure the wheels with 
large plates of iron. On the feventeenth 

The .mthor Or t * . 

i.kt.iM in the morning, we took our Jeave or ms 
Majelly, who firft gave us his hand to 
kils, and then embraced us, wifhing us 
at the lame time a good journey, and 
defiring us to take a furvey of fome mor- 
tars that lay in our way on the river- 
fide, not above two weirts from the town ; 
which accordingly we did without mak- 
ing any conlidcruble flop. They were 
planted agiinft a hill, near a barn, in 
which they had been caft. About noon, 

I had orders from the Czar to turn hack, 
and attend him once more, who ivas 
then taking his diverfion on the ice; and 
had been ovufet in his veffel ; but it was 
foon put in < rder again, without any ill 
confcquence attending that mifchance. 
About half an hour afterwards, he defired 
me to accompany him alone. Upon that, 
he got into a iledge with two horfes, 
which he hired for that purpole. Soon 
alter, one of our horfes lank into a hole; 
but as the other luckily kept firm on the 
ice, that misfortune was likewife foon 
unified. As I was fitting by him; 
“ Come, fiid he, we will go to the 
*< Shalloon ; 1 have a great inclination, 
“ as you were not prefent when the 
“ bombs there were lart fired off, that 
“ you fiiould fee one of them difeharged.” 
On our arrival, we examined the veffel, 
and the wooden bed wherein the mortar 
was fixed, and which might be turned, 
we foil ltd, with eale to any dire&ion. 
When the hombardeer was ready, the 
proper lignal was given for all the ipec- 
t a ten's on the plain to Hand out of harm’s 
wav. We then got out ol the fiialloop, 
and fiie was according let to the fufec, 
,but tljc bomb burlled in her flight. As 
this wssjU'&firfpointment in lbmc mcafure, 
b> very obligingly afked me, 
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whether I would fee another or two *7°.! 
more difeharged, but I told him I thought 
it was necdlefs, as my curiofity was fuf- 
ficiently fatisfied. I then waited on him 
to one Mr. Sleits, and from thence to his 
own habitation, which was not far off, 
and there I had the honour once more 
to take leave of him. He embraced me 
at my departure, and made ufe of his 
ufual expreflion to his friends, namely, 

“ God prefer ve you.” 

About three in the afternoon, I re- 
turned to my lodgings, and after a hafty 
meal, fet out for Mofcow. Before I 
went, however, I paid my compliments 
to the vice-admiral, thanked him for all 
favours received, and parted from him 
with plea fu re, as I found he was greatly 
recovered from his late indifpofition. He 
was a very worthy gentleman, highly 
efteemed by all the nobility, and by no- 
body more than the ’Czar himfelf. 

We fet out in the evening ; and not- Departure 
withftanding there was fome fnow fell forMofcov ' 
in the night, it rained the next day. On 
the eighteenth in the morning we got 
fifty-eight werfts from Veronis, as We 
had three horfes to each waggon, which < 
carried us back the fame road we 
came. 

We obferved, that the Rabacks, or 
houfes' belonging to the Czar, for the ac- 
commodation of travellers, were for the 
generality inhabited by the Circaffians, 

° J J Manners ot 

who arc extremely neat and cleanly, not the c.r- 
only in their houfes, but their perfons. ca ‘ rum * 
They are moll of them very free and 
good-humoured, gay and lively, and di- 
vert themfelves almoft every day with 
fome inftrumental mufic or another. We 
met with fome of thefe muficians at every 
Kaback, as we palled along, till we 
came to that of Prince Alexander. They 
never fail of giving you a tune at your 
firft entrance ; and the common liquors 
which they fell there are mead and brandy. 

They have women likewife amongft 
them, that are very obliging to flrangers. 

They are very remarkable, in regard to 
their drefs, which is widely different 
from the Ruffians ; elpecially that of 
their females. Their ordinary drefs is 
a fhift with a girdle, which they plait 

all 
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1703 all round with a piece of party-coloured 
W-* fluff, that, like a petticoat, hangs down 
to their feet. On their heads, they wear 
a white linnen cloth wound round ; and 
one part of their chins is covered. One 
end of this cloth is turned up in a pretty 
genteel manner on one fide of their heads ; 
but the other is for the moil part loofe 
at lcaft, if it does not hang down. On 
their foreheads likewife they wear a piece 
of plaited linnen, which goes over the 
head, and is flat behind, much after the 
fame manner as the Arabian women, and 
thofe amongft the caftern Jews. Their 
fliifts are gathered about the neck at leaft 
two fingers in breadth, as the Dutch la- 
dies formerly did, when they wore ruffs. 
The reader, however, will have a much 
clearer idea of their habit, by calling his 
eye on the Plate annexed, which I drew 
in miniature from one of the moll agree- 
able girls amongft them, and in the fame 
attitude as we found her in her Hove. 
Behind her was a maid-fervant kneading 
of dough, for bread, and feveral chil- 
dren, fitting after their manner on the 
top of the oven. It was about three in 
the afternoon when we went away from 
hence, and it then mizzled, with a fmall 
quantity of fnow. In about an hour af- 
terwards, however, the north-wind began 
to blow, and it froze hard. After we 
had travelled fifteen werfts, we came to 
a little river, which was partly frozen 
over, but was too deep to ford : wc made 
feveral attempts for two hours together, 
but all to no purpofe. Upon this ob- 
ftru&ion in our paflage, we lent two of 
our fervants over on horfe-back, and a third 
to an adjacent village, in order to enquire 
whether there w^s not fome proper place 
for our eroding over ; but he brought us 
word that it was impracticable ; neither 
durft he venture to crofs the river a fc- 
cond time. Whereupon, we fent him 
back to the village from whence he came, 
and gave him orders to wait there till wc 
came in the morning. In the mean time there 
was one of our fervants mifling, who had 
got drunk the day before, and whom wc 
had thrown into a peafant’s fledge ; nei- 
ther could we hear any tidings of him. 
In this dilemma, our people being in 


great danger of being frozen, wc crowded 1703 
our waggons as dole together as pofiible 
to fhelter them ; whilll we were confult- 1 ""■ i - 
ing what meafures we lhould purfue. It 
was nine o’clock at night, and dill we were 
perfectly at a lofs; till at lafl, upon ma- 
ture deliberation, we determined, as there 
were no houfes in that part of the coun- 
try, to turn back again to a little village 
that lay out of the high road, where we 
arrived about eleven, and got feme rc- 
frefhmcnt for our horfes, as well as our- 
felvcs. Our druftken valet, who had 
been milling, reached 11s that night * and 
informed us, that his driver had taken 
his horfes out of the fledge, whilft he 
was afleep, and conveyed them away 
without his knowledge ; and that he was 
obliged to look out for fome new vehicle, 
which he had fought to no purpofe, had 
it not been for earned perfuafions, ami the 
additional temptation of a fum of money, 
of which he happened fortunately to be 
then pofleffed, diffident to anlwer that 
wilhed for end ; and, in a word, that it 
was with the utmoft difficulty that he 
had overtaken us. The very next dav, I 
perceived, that thro’ the negligence of our 
drivers, the axle-tree of the waggon I 
was in, was either adually broken, or 
at lead in great danger of being fo; and 
that being the true date of the cafe, 
and the frod proving very fevere, with 
a deep fall of fnow, I came to a refolu- 
tion to fix it on the bottom of a fledge, 
and to take the wheels along with me, in 
cafe the weather fhould happen to change. 

Befides this, one of our drivers took an 
opportunity to abfeond, as ’tis frequent in 
this country for them to do, but had left 
us his horfes, indeed, in hopes fome of 
his comrades would bring them back 
with their own; infomuch that wc 
were reduced to the neceflity of hiring a 
new guide. We took three, with (ledges 
and horfes, and furnilhed our fclvcs with 
a fuflicient quantity of plank and timber 
to aflid us, when we were obliged in our 
paflage to crofs a river. Tho’ the fun 
fhone out bright enough, ’tis true, yet it 
was extremely cold, and about ten o’clock, 
we reached the place, wheiV at- 

tempted to ford the river the Evening be- • 

C c fore. 



THE TRAVELS OF 


98 

1703 fore, but in vain. The river, however, 
was in that ftiort compafs of time fo 
frozen, that feveral of our horfes crofted it 
upon the ice ; tho’ one or two of them 
failed in the attempt. The horfes were 
taken out, that the waggons might crofs 
with the greater fafety } and where the 
river was the deepeft, we made ufe of 
planks and other pieces of timber ; but 
notwith (landing all our precautions, fomc 
of our people flipt into a hole, and were 
well walked. There being help fufficient, 
however, at hand, thty were foon taken 
up again. About one in the afternoon, 
we began to proceed on our journey ; and 
in an hour’s time, or thereabouts, we 
came to a place, where we found frefli 
horfes ready for our fervice. All this 
time, we had travelled but twenty-eight 
werfts, and had two more ftill to go be- 
fore we could reach a fmall town called 
Romanof, where we c rolled the river of 
Belle Kollodis, that is to fay, the White 
Pit, by a bridge, which was covered bver 
with ice, about a foot and a half 
thick ; where we dined, and were amufed 
with Circaflian itiulic, during the whole 
time of our refrefliment. We tarried 
there, tho’ with no fmall reluttance, till 
eleven that night ; for we were not able 
to prevail on the governor of the place to 
furnifli us with horfes till then. Here 
the wheels were taken off from our wag- 
gons, and laid on fledges, as I had done 
mine before; and in the dead of the 
night we went through a large village 
called Stoeduncke ; and on the twen- 
tieth inflant, about break of day, we 
reached the pillar of one hundred and 
thirty-fix werfts, where we tarried no 
longer than was requifite for the change 
of our horfes. When we had proceeded 
two werfts farther, we pafled the town 
of Dobri, which {lands about a werft 
from the high-road, on the river Veronis. 
When we had travelled one hundred and 

. fifty-one werfts, we came to a large village ; 
at the end of one hundred and fifty-four 
to another, where we went up a hill, 
which was fo fteep, that on the left-hand 
of it, there were rails put up from the 
t°P to £fl «»bottom. in order to prevent 
^/$lE 3 ngcrs|from falling. After that, we 


pafled thro’ three other villages, and upon 1703 
the pillar of the laft of them, we faw an w " vs * 
hundred and fifty-feven werfts. Soon 
after this, perceiving the main road fo 
full of ice, that it was almoft impradti- 
cable to keep it, we turned off fomewhat 
to the right, in hopes of finding out a 
better way, and fucceeded in the attempt 
fo far, that we all got through, except 
one waggon, which was loaded with a 
greater weight than ordinary, and funk 
down into the ice; but 'twas got out 
again, tho' with fome difficulty, and no 
ill confequence enfued. In a word, after 
we had moved thro’ feveral other villages, 
we arrived at Prince Alexander’s houfe’ 
which was an hundred and ninety werfts 
from Veronis. We did not tarry there, 
however, but made the beft of our way 
to a village at fome fmall diftance from 
it; and there we dined. Tho’ it was 
but fix in the evening when we alighted, 
yet it was ten or better before we got our 
horfes ready. On the twenty- firft, about 
four o’clock, we were two hundred and 
eighteen werfts forward on our way, and 
foon after two hundred and thirty-eight, 
and then two hundred and fifty-feven’ 
from , whence, on the right-hand, we ’ 
faw the town called Schoppin, which 
feemed confiderably large, and fome other Sc "° P1,Uu 
villages, that lay between that and us: 

And as our poft-wodens reached no far- 
ther, we went thither, and crofted over 
a bridge, which was a werft at leaft in 
length, and after that, over a fpacious 
moor. However, this town, in reality 
is not fo con fide rable as it appears to be • 
neither has its caftle, where the governor’ 
reiides, and which is fituate at the end 
of the principal ftreet, any thing worthy 
of the leaft attention either without or 
within. Accommodations, indeed, were 
immediately appointed for us, and the 
burgo-mafters, in the name, and on the 
part and behalf of the governor, waited 
on us, with a variety of liquors, fuch as 
brandy, mead, beer, &c. with bread, by way 
of refrefliment. Here we made a de- 
mand of thirty horfes inftead of twenty- 
four, the better to carry our wheels with 
us ; and this indulgence being granted us, 
we fet out from hence about an hour be- 
st 
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1703 fore fun-fet, and travelled near forty 
wnr*’' werfts that night, then, on changing our 
horfes we reached three hundred and 
eleven werfts, and came within a fmall 
diftance of Mr. Le Fort's houfe, where 
we arrived fafe on the twenty- fccond in- 
ftant, about nine in the morning. This 
gentleman had fent full inftrudtions to 
his fervants, to entertain us in the beft 
manner they poflibly could, and not only 
to furnifh us with horfes, but with every 
thing elfe that we could reafonably re- 
quire. It was here, that we left our 
waggon-wheels behind us, that we might 
not be fo greatly encumbered as we had 
been ; and as the froft and fnow had 
greatly mended the roads, irom hence 
we could make greater expedition with 
fewer horfes. After having ftopt here 
for about an hour only, we took frdh 
horfes, and proceeded on our journey 
to the length of three hundred and 
twenty-nine werfts, and by three in the 
afternoon, we came to three hundred 
and forty-feven werfts, and to the village 
called Podaftincke, where we regaled our 
felves in a very plentiful manner. The 
fnow fell down deep, and the bleak wind 
and froft continued s and after we had 
changed horfes once more, we went thro’ 
feveral villages in the night ; and through 
the town called Nikolc Saraifke, which, 
tho’ no inconfiderable place, we got 
through it with abundance of difficulty ; 
and the reafon was, becaufe a great num- 
ber of country-people had crowded it 
with their fledges, which were laden 
with a great variety of wares for Mofcow. 
On the twenty-third inftant, in the morn- 
ing, having reached as far as four hun- 
dred and twenty werfts, we proceeded 
on our journey with frefti horfes to 
(i) Grodno, where we arrived at about 
nine o’clock, but did not tarry ; and about 
feven or eight werfts farther, we came to 
the river (k) Occa, which took us up 
fome time in crofting. At that time we 
had a very high and fteep hill to get over, 
where there was but one narrow gut, on 
the left-hand fide of the river; and in 
our paffage, we met unfortunately with 
feveral fledges, by which means we were 
under an indifpenfable obligation to make 


a confiderable halt in order to let them 1703 
pafs by us ; which could not poflibly be V ‘" VSJ 
effedled in any other place but on the 
very brow of the hill ; for the way was 
too narrow for us both ; and the way 
they took was fo very bad, fo very fteep, 
and fo full of large ftones, that not only 
the horfes, but the fledges likewife were 
in great danger ; as moll of the horfes 
went forwards without any drivers to 
diredt them. This, however, was not 
all the misfortune that attended us at this 
juncture ; for worfls arifing between thofe 
fledge-men and our fervants, they came 0iMt Hift< 
to blows ; becaufe one had not given s« r - 
timely notice to the other, to prevent 
this Stop. As feveral of thefe vulgar 
fellows happened to be in liquor, they 
exafperated thofe who had got down to 
the foot of the hill, and made them 
come up after us. There were twenty 
of them, I am apt to believe in the 
whole. As for my part, I was laid at 
my 'length in my fledge, during this con- 
teft ; and when I underftood the occa- 
on of the difturbance, I leaped out di- 
redtly with my fword and piftol in hand, 
and the Sieurs Kinflus and Hill followed 
me, one with his naked fword, and the 
other with his piftols. Thus armed we 
went down to Mr. Steel’s fledge, who 
was behind us and mod expofed to the 
infults of thefe madmen. He had but 
juft alighted, and had no arms to defend 
himfelf, and the Ruffian boors were me- 
nacing him very bard : he, however; 
like a very difereet man, had prefence of 
mind fufticient, to order his fervants to 
get out of the way, and began to footh 
them by the fofteft expreffions that h« 
could devife, judging, and that very 
juftly, that a more ralh procedure would 
prove of fatal confequence, reflecting, 
wifely, that there were a great number 
of Ruffians below, who would have in- 
fallibly attacked us, had We ventured 
upon an open engagement. And thofe ptr- 
fons with whom we were thus parlying, 
plainly perceiving that we came up to 
them without any intention of creating a 
quarrel, kept back thofe that were drunk 
and obftinate, and hearkened to reafon. 

Thofe who were the ijiolf~ < Jbil.''lent 
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being gone off, we proceeded on our 
journey on each fide ; tho’ for my own part, 
I muft confefs, I was determined not to 
enter my fledge again, ’till we had 
reached the brow of the hill ; notwith- 
ftanding it was fo flippery, that I could 
fcarcc keep my footing, and the wind was 
fo bleak, that I could fcarce feel that I 
had any fingers. In the midft of this 
diftrc<s, I obferved a fledge with one 
horfe only, and without a driver, not- 
withftanding it was loaded more heavily 
than ufiial : the poor horfe, thus em- 
barraffed, incapable of turning a corner fo 
advantageoufly as he fliould have done, 
on account of the high wind and the ice; 
incapable, in fliort, of keeping the beaten 
track, and coming unhappily too near 
the precipice, fell perpendicularly down 
upon the bank of the river, which was 
a fight moll fhocking to behold. The 
fledge broke into a thoufand pieces, 
and in all probability, the horfe broke all 
his ribs ; tho’ I faw him, indeed, liftuip 
his head after this occurrence. At lad, 
having reached the fummit of the hill, 
tho’ with no fmall difficulty, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, and about one in 
the afternoon arrived at the city of (l) Ko- 
lomna, which is four hundred and fifty- 
fix werlls : when we were in the fuburbs, 
wc waited for an anfwer to a letter from 
the Czar, which wc fent in, and no 
fooncr had the Diack, or Secretary, of 
the city received it, but he came diredlly 
to us, offered us his lervicc, and even 
defired that we would go into the city, 
and refrefh our felvcs, but wc made our 
proper cxcufcs ; and as he had fent us 
not only mead, brandy, beer, and fome 
other provilions, wc returned them all 
back with thanks, as we were plentifully 
lupplied before with all manner of requi- 
fites for our journey. We converfed 
with him for about two hours, and drank 
a few bumpers brilkly about, and at four 
fet forwards with frefh horfes, and tra- 
velled twenty-five werfls before nine, 
when we ai rived at a village called Ko- 
fuchof, where wc baited lor near three 
hours, for our horfes fake, who were to 
cirry us frqm thence to Mofcow, the 
end^' jonT^ijurncy. On the twenty- 


fourth inftant by eight in the morning, 
we had reached forty-fix werfls farther, 
and came within a fmall diftance of the 
village called Oftraweets. Here we refted, 
and fed our horfes; and in about two 
hours time fet out again, and about noon 
arrived fafe at the Slabode of the Ger- 
mans in Mofcow, which was about 
twenty- five werfls from the place we left 
laft. 

On the twenty-feventh inftant, the 
fchool-mafter and reader of the Lutheran 
church, named John Frederic Maes of 
(m ) Koninglberg, was murdered by one 
Kraffo, a German enfign, without the 
leaft provocation. He was taken, how- 
ever, and confeft the fadl. 

After fo fatiguing a journey, I pro- 
pofed to indulge my felf the next day ; 
but on the fifth of March, about even- 
ing, I found my felf very greatly in- 
difpofed, hot and feverifh, and going 
thereupon dirc&ly to bed, I had a very 
tirefome night of it. However, I arofe 
the next morning by break of day; but 
found my felf fo weak, that I could 
fcarccly Hand upon my legs ; and bejides 
was troubled with a very bad cough for 
fome confiderable time afterwards. The 
heat within me was fo inexpreffibly in- 
tenfe, that had I drank an hundred times 
a day, it would not have quenched my 
third. Sometimes I drank milk, and 
fometimes beer : but at other times, I 
drank water, boiled with tamarinds and 
fugar, which was my favourite liquor, 
and what relieved me mod when I found 
my felf indifpofed in (n) Egypt; but in 
order to ftrengthen my ftomach, I drank 
likewife every now and then a glafs of 
Rhenifli wine, and fome other liquors, 
that were proper for that purpofe. In 
this manner did I pafs five days and five 
nights fucccflivcly without one wink of 
deep ; and in the night particularly, I 
was frequently delirious. Upon this, my 
friends, perceiving that I grew every day 
weaker and weaker, advifed me to fend 
for a proper phyfician ; but I told them, 
that on fuch occafions I always trufted to 
my own judgment; that I knew the na- 
ture of my own conftitution better than 
the ableft phyfician in the country ; and 
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confeqaently, what wa9 better for me 
than they could poffibly preferibe j that as 
I very well knew the real caufe of my in- 
difpofition, I was well affured, that a pro- 
per regimen would prove a more effectual 
relief than any of their mod fpecific me- 
dicines ; and befides, I had been fenfible 
for fome confiderable time of its coming 
upon me. On the fixth night, and the 
next following, I flept for fome hours, 
and found my felf greatly relieved, and 
refrefiied thereby : in a word, after an 
uninterrupted regimen for ten days fuc- 
ceflivcly, I began to venture on ftrong- 
broths, and now and then a fmall quan- 
tity of meat. I bled fometimes likevvife 
at the nofe in the night, and I found 
great relief thereby in regard to the head- 
ach, with which I had fome time before 
been very feverely affli&ed. 

On the eleventh his Czarian Majefiy 
returned with all his retinue from Vc- 
ronis, and on the thirteenth he gave or- 
ders, that Colonel Boden (of whom we 
have taken notice before) (hould be 
beheaded in his prefence. He was ex- 
ecuted in the German Slabode, near the 
pod, whereon the fword and ax before- 
mentioned had been hung up. 

At the fame time, enfign Craflo was 
hanged. After both tlicfe executions 
were over, his Czarian Majefiy iflued out 
an order that no perfon whomfoever 
{hould prefume to draw his fword on 
any provocation whatfoever on pain of 
death. 

On Sunday the fourteenth, Monfieur Ca- 
fimir Bolus, the Envoy of France, who 
had redded for fome confiderable time at 
Mofcow in incog, had a private au- 
dience of his Czarian Majefiy at the feat 
of Count Feudor Alexewitz de Go- 
lowins. 

The fame day his Czarian Majefiy 
went, but with a very fmall retinue, to 
pay Mr. Brants a vifit j by whom he was 
entertained with a collation of cold- 
meats, and fome other refreftiments. On 
this occafion, I came out of my apart- 
ment, in order to have the honour of 
taking my leave of his Majefiy, and of 
requefting his indulgence of a pafs-port 
for my departure out of his dominions. 


His Majefiy, perceiving I was greatly 
altered in my countenance fince he faw 
me laft, afked me, with fome kind of 
concern, how I did, and what di ("order 
had attended me ? But when I informed 
his Majefly, that I imagined my illnds 
was in a great meafure occafioncd by in- 
dulging my .felf rather too much in my 
journey to Veronis ; he anfwcrtd, with a 
fmile; if that’s all, the moft infallible 
cure that I can preferibe you is, to take a 
hare of the fame dog. The relident, 
however, immediately entering the room 
upon us, wc were interrupted in our 
converfation. 

Having procured the favour I requefied, 
and an order to Count Golowin for my 
pafs-port accordingly, I took my leave of 
his Czarian Majefiy, who honoured me 
fo far as to give me his hand to kifs, and 
then gave me his ufual benedidion, “ Gcd 
“ preferve you.” 

U was about ten, when the Czar went 
frdm thence to Mr. Lups, and to divers 
Englifii merchants, before he fat out for 
his journey to fo) Sleutelenburg, and on 
the fifteenth he fat out betimes in the 
morning, and never fo much as went to 
Probrofenfko. 

On that very day, the two other cii- 
minals, Captain Sax, and Colonel Boden’s 
valet, were to be executed, where the 
head and body of the Colonel fiill lay 
unremoved upon the ground, as Krafi'o 
hung upon the gibbet, which was fur- 
rounded by a guard of foldiers. Tho’ 
both of them were brought to the block, 
and the executioner ready at hand with 
his ax, in order to give the fatal blow ; 
yet fortunately for them a reprieve came 
at once, and the former was lent to 
(p) Siberia, and ordered to refide there in 
perpetual baniftiment ; and the latter was 
fentenced to receive thirty blows with the 
Knoet j and afterwards to be a 'galley- 
flave for life ; but I heard foon after, that 
the rigorous execution of his firfi punifii- 
ment relieved him from the terror of the 
laft. 

Our refident having demanded a pafs- 
port for me (as I obferved before) by 
order from the C?ar, Cou ^* Cojowin, 
whofe bufinefs it was to fgn it, gave 

D d 01 das 


1 7°> 

v-v-o 


T!i<* author 
t ikes I 1? 
leave ol tha 
Czar, 


Tvw> t liter 
( I llMP.tU 
to be cb- 
cuifd. 


I 



102 

1703 

March 21. 


March 25. 
Mirth 28. 


THE TRAVELS OF 


orders for its being immediately dif- 
patched. 

On the twenty-firft, the grand feftival 
of Palm-Sunday was celebrated with great 
folemnity ; that likewife of the Annun- 
ciation of the Bleflcd Virgin Mary, for 
which the Ruffians have a peculiar re- 
gard, on the twenty- fifth ; and the high 
ftall of Eafter on the twenty-eighth. 
Nothing extraordinary occurred at that 
time befides, except a fire, which broke 


out at Mofcow on the thirtieth, and that 
the river Mofca thawed, and was open 
on the firfl of April. This thorough 
thaw made the roads extremely bad ; and 
on the third, the waters arofc to a greater 
height than had been known in the me- 
mory of man. Tho’ at this time I hap- 
pened to be feized with a tertian ague ; 
yet it happily went off after three or four 
Ihaking fits. 


Occaftonal Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Nieper, or Borifthcne 9 , fee p. 68, 
n. ee. 

(b) Crim Tartary, fee p. 68, n. dd. 

(c) Volga, or Wolga, fee p. 28, n ./. 

( d ) Afoph, fee p. 51, n. b. 

(e) Don, or Tanais, fee p. 62. n. 1 . 

(f) Meotis Palus, is a fea of Turkey, 
which divides Europe from Alia, extending 
from Crim Tartary to the mouth of the river 
Don, or Tanais, being about two hundred 
miles long, anil an hundred miles broad, to 
which there is no other paffage than through 
the Straits of Haifa, from the Black Sea ; of 
both which feas the Turks have the foie navi- 
gation, fmee the demolition of the fortifica- 
tions of Afoph, at the Mouth of the river 
Don. 

(g) England, fee p. 910, n ./. 


(i) Grodno, eaft-Iongitude 24. latitude 
53. 40. a great city of Poland, in the pro- 
vince of Lithuania •, and Palatinate of Troki, 
fituate on the rivir Niemtn, or Bertzeni, 
eighty miles fouth-weft of Wilna. 

(k) Occa, or Ocka, fee p. 6t. n. d. 

( l ) Kolomna, fee p. 61, n. c. 

(m) Koningfburg, fee p. 23, n. h. 

(n) Egypt, fee p. 33, n. <*. 

(0) Sleutelenburg, or Sluttelburg, eaft-lon- 
gitude 31. 20, latitude 60. a town of Ruflia, 
in the province of Ingria, fituate on tire fouth 
fide of the Lake Ladoga, thirty miles eaft of 
Peterfburg. 

(p) Siberia, fee p. 17, n. b. 

(q ) Mofka, fee p. 4, n. «. 


(b) Mofcow, fee ]'. 23, n. c. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The Author is fawn all the mojl valuable Cur iof ties that are to be n:et 
with in their J'everal Churches. A remarkable Clothe not to he 
confumed by Fire itfelf made of the Aibeftos, a Sort of Stone, pe- 
culiar to the If and of Cyprus. 


A S foon as I found that my ague 
had left me, and that I was per- 
fectly recovered, I fet out direCtly for 
(a) Mofcow, in order to pay my refpcCts 
to Ivan Alexewitz Moeiin Pocfkin, to 
whom hisCzarian Majcfly had been pleafed 
to give orders, whilft at (h) Veronis, to 
(hew me all the mod remarkable things, 
that were to be feen, not only in the 
churches there, but in all other parts of 
that fpacious city. This nobleman, 
whofe name I have had occafion to men- 
tion before with the higheft veneration 
and efteem, received me in the mod 
courteous manner, and allured me, that 
• he was ready, at any time, whenever I 
required it, to obey his Majefty’s com- 
mands. Whereupon I made anfwer, that 
I fhould he glad to be favoured as foon 
as conveniently might be ; becaufe his 
Excellency was fenfible, that I propofed 
to fet out for (c) Perlia in a very ftiort 
time. Whereupon he appointed me to 
I0< wait on him on the tenth inftant, as early 
as I pleafed in the morning. Accordingly, 
I went, and found him juft mounting his 
horfe, in order to go into the country. 
However, he told me, in a very obliging 
manner, that the gentleman, who was 
then with him, would take particular 
care to fticw me whatever was worthy of 
my attention. 

In the firft place, then, we went to 
the church of Saboor, where is (hewn a 
picture, pretended to be drawn by the 
Evangelift St. Luke himfelf; as alfo, the 
identical veftment which our Blefied Sa- 
viour wore when led to the crofs, and 
for which, after his crucifixion, the fol- 
diers caft lots. This veftment, as they 
2 


told us, became the property of a foldicr, 
who was a native of (d) Ceotgia ; that 
he carried it with him into his own 
country, and made a prefent of it to a 
maiden fifter of his, who, conceiving a 
more than ordinary veneration for it, re- 
qucltcd on her death-bed, that it might 
be interred with Iter, and fpread over 
her lifclefs coarfe ; that her requeft being 
punctually complied with, a fpacious 
tree'inftantaneoufly (as it were) (Lot out 
of her tomb; that the Peril a ns foon af- 
terwards, having made themfclves mailers 
of Georgia, and their King having heard 
feveral miraculous ftories of this tomb, 
gave exprefs orders to have it opened; 
that it was opened accordingly, and that he 
took the veftment away with him, and 
conveyed it into Pcrfia ; that not long af- 
terwards; his Majefty having occafion to 
fend an embaft'y into (c) RufTia, he made 
a prefent of it to the Grand Duke, as he 
knew him to be a Chri (lian ; that the 
Mofcovites being very zealous, and im- 
patient to know whether this incftimaWe 
prefent was genuine or not, and the 
identical veftment, as pretended ; got 
together a numerous crowd of futh as 
were lame, blind, or oiherwile veiy fo re- 
ly afflicted, being firmly perfuaded, if 
it was real faCt, that the touch of it wo el 1 
inevitably cure them ; that, upon mak- 
king the experiment, the effcCts of it 
anfwcred their warmeft willies ; that it 
had been preferved ever (nice with the 
utmoft care, and was fet apart for that 
charitable purpefe ; and, in fine, that the 
application of it never fo much as once 
mifearried. 

• 

As the miraculous virtues of this veft- 
ment, 
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merit, in general, are as firmly believed 
as the Gofpcl itfelf, by all the Ruffians, 
I determined that it ffiould be the firft 
article of this narration. 

The church of Saboor is ftjuare within, 
and the length of it is about ninety- fix 
feet. The roof is fupported by four 
large pillars, and the whole is embellifhed 
with the pi&urcs of a great number of 
faints, and other figures of the like na- 
ture. Some of them, even thofe in the 
five little domes, are drawn after the 
Grecian mode, and may be jufily faid to 
be executed with fome degree of tafte ; 
which faid domes are in the form of 
lanthorns, the largeft whereof is in the 
middle, and the others at each corner. 

That picture, which they infill was 
drawn by the hand of St. Luke himfelf, 
is placed on one fide of the high altar, 
and is a half-length of the Blefled Virgin 
Mary, with the reprefentation of Chrift 
faluting her, their faces being clofe* to- 
gether : this picture is of a gloomy hue, 
if not abfolutely black ; but whether that 
accident is owing to the rcfult of time, 
the fmokc of their numerous tapers, or 
the real tafte of the painter, is not cafily 
to be determined : it is manifeft, however, 
that it is no extraordinary performance j 
betides, it is all gilt, the faces and hands 
only excepted. The head of the Virgin 
is adorned with a crown of pearls and 
precious Hones j and there is, moreover, 
a collar of pearls, which hangs down 
from her neck to her wrifts. To fay no 
more of it, it is planted in a particular 
nich, under which there is a Hall. There 
is a large filver fconce, which was made 
at (f) Amfterdam (like thofe in our 
churches) with branches, hanging down 
between the two pillars of the high altar. 
However, there are three others befldes 
thefc, compofcd of copper, or brafs, 
which arc commodioutly enough difpofed 
of in the body of the church. Not- 
withftanding there are but very few de- 
corations in mod of their churches, ’tis 
obfervable, in this, that there are no 
lefs than ten filver lamps around the altar 
abovementioned. Thefe lamps, how- 
ever, are never filled with oil ; for the 
Ruffians make ufe of none, but inftead 


thereof have tapers, which are firft put into 
nolfels, and then fixed upon the lamps. 
It is cuflomary with them to hang an 
oftrich’s egg at the bottom of their large 
fconces. 

Our next vifit was to the Patriarch’s 
Church, which is fmall above, and e- 
redted in the form of a dome. Over- 
againft the chappel, on the right-hand, 
there is an apartment, wherein our Blefled 
Saviour is delineated as fitting in a chair , 
in a picture which is all over gilt, the 
face and hands excepted ; and the Virgin 
Mary; on the left-hand is reprefented 
St. John the Baptift ; and on each hand 
one of the apoftles in a kneeling pofture, 
with a filver lamp. Between this pidture 
and the chappcl-door, there is a branch 
or feat, raifed upon fteps, which is co- 
vered with black velvet, and fet apart for 
the reception of the Patriarch. At the 
entrance of this little church, there Hands 
an altar, behind which there is a fmall 
choir, abounding with pidtures from top 
to bortom ; each reprclenting the hiftory 
of fome faint or another ; but there are 
columns, or pillars, which feparate them 
from each other, in the nature of win- 
dows ; and here likewife every thing is 
gilt; the other fide of the walls, how- 
ever, is painted blue. Once more, in 
the crown of the dome, there is the head 
of our Blefled Saviour, which almoft fits 
it ; and round about it, there is a great 
variety of other decorations. Ovcr- 
againft this church ftands the Patriarch’s 
Hall of audience, which is fpacious e- 
nough ; and as foon as you ars entered, 
on the right-hand ftands the patriarchal 
chair, which is all gilt ; the feat is co- 
vered with a green velvet culhion ; and 
there are gold fringes about the arms. 
This chair is railed upon fteps ; and over 
it, there is the reprefentation of our Sa- 
viour in miniature, tolerably painted. At 
our departure from this hall, we were 
condudled into an apartment, called the 
patriarch s treafury, and full of chefts 
and trunks, which were all opened to 
gratify my curiofity. In the firft, there 
were fix patriarchal caps, two of which 
in particular, were immenfely rich, and 
feparated from the others. Thefe were 
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embellilhed with large pearls, jewels, and 
other precious ftones. The others 
were much like thefe, but not of equal 
value. There was a feventh cap, em- 
bellilhed with nothing but pearls, which 
belonged in particular to the Metropolitan. 
The next curiofity which was fhewn us, 
was a box full of jewels 5 and amongft a 
great variety of coftly trinkets, there were 
feveral diamond-croffes, which hung by 
chains of gold. All thefe trinkets had 
belonged to former patriarchs, who had 
made their appearance in them on public 
proceffions, and other folemn and ex- 
traordinary occafions. There were, more- 
over, divers girdles, which they call 
Pojaffes, embellilhed with precious ftones : 
we were (hewn likewife a great number 
of large tortoife-lhell combs, which had 
been made ufe of by former Patriarchs ; 
and feveral crofters, with jewels at the 
end of them. Befides the cherts and 
trunks above-mentioned, there were no 
lefs than feventy-nine feveral preffes, full 
of patriarchal robes, all of gold brocade, 
and embellilhed with pearls and precious 
ftones. Amongft the reft, there were 
nine feveral veftments more beautiful and 
more magnificent than any of the others ; 
and every one . of them adorned with 
precious ftones. In fome of the preffes, 
there were divers fine Holes, about a hand 
and an half broad j and one in particular, 
which was worn by the patriarch Con- 
ftantine (according to the Ruffian com- 
putation) in the year 6176. Tho’ this 
was of plain filk, and had been fome- 
what damaged by length of time ; yet they 
(hew a peculiar veneration for it, and 
preferve it amongft their moft valuable 
veftments. In this treafury, moreover, 
are to feen feveral filver gilt dilhes, vafes, 
and other veffels of the like nature. 

Having fufficiently gratified my cu- 
riofity for the prefent, I deferred my vifit 
to the other churches till the next day, 
which happened to be Sunday. In the 
firft place, I made my application to Mr. 
Moefin Poelkin, to know whether I 
could be favoured or not, with a fight 
of our Saviour’s veftmentj but he in- 
'formed me, that it was an adt of in- 
dulgence not to be granted j fincc it was 


depofited in a particular place, fccuicd 
under his Czarian Mujcfty’s own figntt, 
and not to be expofed to public view 
without an exprefs order under his own 
hand : I muft needs own, I was fome- 
what concerned, that I was not better in- 
formed in time of fo important an article. 
In fhort, I went once more to the church 
of Saboor, to gratify my curiofity with 
furveying fuch things as I had omitted in 
my firft vifit. I was accordingly lliewn 
a large chalice, or cup of gold, about two 
hands high, which their priefts make ufe 
of in the adminiftration of the Holy Sa- 
crament. This chalice had four rich 
jewels on the cover ■, and the foot of it 
was enamelled with the representation o( 
the various fufferings of our Bleffed 
Saviour. The next thing they /hewed 
me was a large golden di/h, enamelled in 
the fame manner as the chalice, and 
adorned likewife as that with four large 
jewels > two golden plates, a golden fpoon 
wjth an agate handle > and a golden ladle for 
the wine in the cup ; as alfo, a crown, 
all embellilhed with pearls and precious 
ftones. Add to thefe, two other fmall 
chalices of agate, enriched likewife with 
precious ftones. All which precious 
ftones (as we were informed) were found 
at the bottom of that large cafk, which 
St. Anthony, who was a native of Ruffia, 
procured to be dragged up by fome certain 
fi/hermen, juft at the time he was tranf- 
ported from (g) Rome toNicugart, whilft 
he was fitting by, on a mill-ftone, hav- 
ing made a punctual agreement with his 
hirelings before-hand, to be entitled to 
whatever fhould prove the product of 
their labours. After this, they /hewed me 
a large book, which is generally carried 
in proceffion on fome particular folemn 
feftivals. This book is elegantly bound, 
and enriched with precious ftones on the co- 
ver, and is filled within with a great variety of 
feripture-hiftories, finely painted, and wrote 
in characters of gold. All thefe curiofities 
are kept feparate in cafes of fcarlet velvet. 
We were /hewed, moreover, the body of 
Peter, the Archbiffiop, in filver, with a 
bafs-relief of him above •, a little flip of 
our Saviour’s veftment before-mentioned, 
in a cafe, covered with glafs : as alfo, the 
body of John, the Archbilhop, in a coffin, 
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1703 like that of Peter’sj and that of Philip, 
in a third. After this, they (hewed me 
the reliques of divers faints ; one of the 
hands of John Satoefteva ; the (kull, and the 
whole head of Gregory Bagaflova, &c. &c. 

Having thanked the prieft for the trou- 
ble I had created him, I took my leave, 
and went to the church of St. Michael 
the Archangel, which is exceedingly fine 
within, and, like the former, abounds 
with pictures. In one particular fpot of 
this church, lie all the Grand Dukes of 
Mofcovy, very magnificently entombed } 
the two laft only excepted ; namely, the 
brothers to his Czarian Majefty, who are 
depofited in another. Their monuments 
are raifed high, and covered with rich 
habits of fcarlet velvet, with green velvet 
bands ; and thereon, their birth, age, and 
the cxaCl time of their deceafe are in- 
feribed in Ruffian characters ; each tomb 
is embclliffied with large pearl erodes. 
Not one of them, however, is near fo 
pompous and magnificent as the laft* of 
Ivan Alexewitz, which is adorned with a 
profufion of precious (tones. From 
thence, I went to the church of the An- 
nunciation, or that which they call Bla- 
goweefine, which tho’ but fmall, abounds 
alfo with pictures like the laft. In a 
fmall apartment of this church I was 
(hewed no lefs than thirty fix filver boxes, 
filled with the reliques of fomc of their 
favourite faints, which, in order to oblige 
me, they had fpread out upon a large 
table before I came. In the firft, there 
was a fmall quantity of the precious blood 
of our Bleffed Saviour } and in the others, 
feveral fmall erodes, compofed out of 
the original; one of the hands of the 
Evangelift St. Mark ; feveral bones of the 
Prophet Daniel ; and divers other faints, 
in the manner of mummies ; feveral 
heads, and a great variety of other re- 
liques, all of a dark hue. 

After having obliged me with the fight 
of the reliques above-mentioned, they of- 
fered their fervice to attend me to what 
other churches I thought proper ; but my 
curiofity being diffidently gratified, I ex- 
cufcd my felf in the handfomeft manner 
I could, and* returned my conductor 
many thanks for the trouble I had given 


him, and the reft for their indulgence 1703 
towards me, which was fomewhat . ex- 
traordinary, and I believe I may fay, 
without example in that country. 

On the fifteenth inftant, I went with 
Mr. Poppe to pay a vifit to ; the Knefc 
Bories Alexewitz Galietfen, at a neat 
country feat about five werfts from Mos- 
cow ; and in our way we palled by the 
fine eftate of the Knez Mighaile Serkalkie, 
which is the moft valuable demefnes of 
all the Princes in his Czarian Majefty's 
Dominions. His power is fo great, that 
befides his being Sovereign Lord of divers 
villages, he has above 20000 peafants 
who are his vaffals and dependents. We 
met with the Knez, and I begged the 
favour of him to grant me a paffport 
from the office of the Prikaes at (b) Ca>~ 
fan, whereof he was viceroy, as well as 
of that at (i) Aftracan, and the reafon of 
my conduCl in that particular was this.; 
becaufe Mr. Poppe had intimated to me 
fome time before, that not only the go- 
vernor of Cafan, but that of Aftracan 
likewife would pay no manner of regard 
to a paffport procured from the Prikaes at 
Poffolfch, vt’hich, in all probability, v ould 
have proved very prejudicial, and have 
retarded at lead, if not put an aCtual (top 
to my intended journey. The Knez 
Bories was not only fo complaifant as to 
gratify my requeft, and difpatch one in 
my favour, without the lead hefitation, 
but (out of refpeCt to Mr. Poppe, who 
was one of his favourite friends) wrote a 
line or two, at the fame time, in my be- 
half to the governors of Cafan and Aftra- 
can above-mentioned, in order to prevent 
the lead cafual delay. We both returned 
him many thanks for this aCt of indul- 
gence, and took our leave of him. This 
Nobleman, fome months before, had 
been at Cafan, in order to aft as me- 
diator between two exafperated Tartar 
Princes, father and fon, which difference 
arofe from the important incident herein- 
after-mentioned. The fon, it feems, had 
in his retinue a lady, for whom the father 
had a paffionate regard. The old gen- 
tleman, in order to gratify his amorous 
inclinations, by fome fuccefsful ftratagem, 
procured her to be ftolen away, and 
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1703 flickered under his * patronage and pro* 
te&ion. The fon; enraged at the clan* 
deftine proceedings of the father, declared 
open war againft him, and appeared id 
the field of battle ' at the head of 20,000 
men. The father, with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, aflembled no l?Jfs than 40,000 
men on his j and both parties were refor 
Jutely bent to enter on an engagement ; 
but the Rnez happily arrived juft at that 
critical conjdndufc, and not. only pde* 
vented a profufion of blood-lhcd, butefta*. 
bliflied a happy reconciliation between 
them. .. . 

The Tartar Prince, as an acknowledge- 
ment of his friendly office on this.im*- 
portant occafion, made him a prefent of 
a piece of coarfe cloth, of fuch an ex* 
traordinary quality, that no fire will either 
tarnifh or confume it ; and the Knez 
making Mr. Poppe a prefent of fome part 
of it, he bellowed that curiofity upon me. 
He informed "me, that it was manu- 
fadured at a place called Katay, between 
(k) China and Boggaer, and that they 
continued to work it there. I remember 
formerly I brought from the Sfland of 
• (0 Cyprus fome part of the done there, 
called Afbeftos, which was then capable 
of being fpun into thread, on which no 
fire had any manner of effed, and that 
in former times was fabricated into cloth 5 
but that art at prefent is totally loft. 
Pliny makes mention of a cloth of the 
like nature i and fome modern authors 
likewife, who have treated on the Ro- 
man antiquities, and the ufe of lamps in 
the monuments of the undents, have en- 
deavoured to confirm the truth of his 
aflertion. 

On the fixteenth inftant, I dined with 
my friend Mr. Poppe; and in my return 


to' the Slabode, I obferved, that there 
was a fire at fome finall di (lance from it ; 
whither my curiofity led me to fee what 
meafures they took far the extinguilliing 
of it ; but they did nothing more (as T 
could perceive) than demolifh the houfes 
on both fides the flames for the prevention 
of its ipreading. 

As my paffports were difpatched, I 
prepared for my departure, in company 
-with an Armenian merchant, one Jacob 
©tedoff, who' had travelled before from 
(m) Ifpahan to (h) Hdlland, and had re- 
fided for fome time at Amfterdam. We 
agreed to enter on our intended journey 
on the twenty- fecond, and to fall down 
the river as far as Afthicart. What tjme 
I had to fpare I employed in taking my 
farewel of my friends and acquaintance, 
and more particularly, of Mr. Vander 
Hulftd, our refident, and the two'Sieurs 
Bfants and Lups, to whom I owed a 
thou fend obligations. I was equally in- 
debted, indeed, to Mr. Coyet, who, 
being a perfedt maker of the Pcrfian lan- 
guage, and well acquainted with all the 
cuftoms of the country, gave me fuch 
important hints pr memorandums, as 
proved of Angular fervice to me in the 
profecution of my journey. I fet out 
from Mofcow about noon, and not find- 
ing any veffel that would carry me on 
board the fhip where my Armenian friend 
had been for fome time embarked, and 
which had been fallen down as low as 
MaUko, in order to take the advantage 
of high water over the fands, 1 was re- 
duced to the needfity of hiring three 
waggons to carry me and my eftedts thither, 
in order to my own embarkation on the 
fame (hip. 


Occajional Remarks on the preceding Chapter * 

(a) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. c. 'bounded by Circaflla and Dageftan on the 

north ; by the Cafpian Sea on the eaft ; by 
(t) Veronis, fee the author’s defeription of Armenia, or Turcomania, on the fouth ; and 
ft is the preceding chapter. by Mingrclio on the weft j the caftern, 

and much the largeft divifion, is fubjedl to 
(e) Perfia, fee p. 64. n. 0, Perfia ; the capital cityTeftis; though, it is 

thought, that neither Georgia, nor the ancient 
(d) Georgia, in Afia, the ancient Iberia, is Iberia, extended fo far caftward as the Cafpian 

, Sea ; 
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1703 Sea; yet it is feparated from it by the Pro- 
'"V 0 vince of Chiroan. It is a mountainous, but 
fruitful country, producing corn, wine, and 
cattle in abundance ; and the difficult accefs of 
fome of their mountains has preferved them 
from being abfolutely fubdued, either by the 
Turks or Perfians; but what this country is 
mod remarkable for, is the beauty of its na- 
tives, and the traffic they carry on with the 
Turks and Perfians for their children, who 
are fold and carried young to both thofe 
courts, where they expend to be advanced to 
the greateft honours ; and for this reafon, their 
parents part with them with joy, inftead of 
lamenting their abfence. 

(e) Ruffia, fee p. 7, n. c, 

(f) Amfterdam, call longitude 4. 30. lati- 
tude 52. 20. the capital of the province of 
Holland, and of the United Netherlands, fi- 
tuate on the river Amftel, and an arm of the 
fea, called the Wye, a little to the eaft ward of 
the Zuyder-Sea, two hundred miles and up- 
wards eaft of London, two hundred anc^ thirty 
north-eaft of Paris, and upwards of four hun- 
dred miles weft of Vienna, twelve miles eaft 
of Haerlem, and thirty north-eaft of Rotter- 
dam. The city lies almoft in the form of a 
crefcent ; it is the greateft port of the known 
world ; no where are fuch numbers of mer- 
chant- Ihips fecn, and yet of the molt difficult 
accefs, it being fcarce poffible for a loaded 
fhip, or man of war, to enter the harbour ; 
and indeed the whole Zuyder-Sea is fo fhallow 
and full of fands, that fcarce any but their 
own flat-bottomed vcflels can crofs it; but 
then this is their great fecurity againft foreign 
enemies, whofe rqen of war fcarce ever ven- 
ture to purfue them beyond the Texel, and 
other entrances into this fea. The foundations 
of this town are laid upon vaft piles of timber, 
drove into the morafs, on which it Hands at a 
prodigious expence: the Stadthoufc alone 
has upwards of thirteen thoufand piles of wood, 
it is faid, to bear up thofe foundations. The 
firft mention of this town in hiftory is about 
the year 1 300, when it was a poor fifher-town. 

In 1585, it appears to have been the chief 
town of trade in thcfe provinces, when they 
began to fortify it-, and great additions were 
made to the fortifications in the year 1672, 
when Lewis the XIVth invaded the country. 

The houfes are built with brick or (tone ; the 
ftreets are fpacious, add well paved, and through 
moft of them run canals, planted with trees ; 
the town is computed to be about half as big 
as London, including the fortifications ; in it 


are people of almoft every nation, and every 
religion in Europe, , who ■ are all tolerated in 
their refpe&ive perfuafions ; but none admitted 
to any ihare in the government but the Cal- 
vinifts, or Prefbyterians.; all of them, how- 
ever, apply themfelves, with the utmoft dili- 
gence, to heap up wealth, , tormenting' both 
body and foul , (in the words of a late writer) 
to get an eftate, not to enjoy it, but to have 
: the pleafure of dying rich ; money, the idol 
of the world, is adored moft in this country, 
where it fuppljes the place of birth, vyit, and 
.merit. , 

(g) Rome, the capital of the Pope’j ter- 
ritories, and of Italy, is fituate in 13 degrees 
eaft longitude, and 4 s degrees 45 minutes 
north latitude ; one hundred and torty miles 
north-weft of Naples, and an hundred and 
forty fouth of Florence,' (landing on the river 
Tiber, about fixteen miles north-eaft of the 
Tufcan Sea ; the walls are about twelve miles in 
circumference, as they were in the titri* of the 
Romans, but not a- third part of (thelgpund 
within the walls, is now built upon ; the; reft is 
taken up with vineyards and gardens. The 
inhabitants are computed to amount to about 
120,000 fouls, 'there are five bridges over 
the river, twenty gates, ' and three hundred 
antique towers. ni{l remaining; the caftie of 
St. Angelo is a mo'dfcrh fortification, but of no 1 
great ftrength, and ferves rather to keep the 
inhabitants in awe, than to defend them 
againft foreign energies. Modern Rome Hands 
fourteen or fifteen, feet: higher than the old 
city,' being built on the ruins of the former, 
and is much more upon a level than the old 
city was, great part of the hills being walked 
down into the valleys; infomuch that the 
Tarpeian rock, which was ohee a terrible pre- 
cipice, from whence malefactors were thrown, 
is not more than twenty feet high. The city 
is for the moft part magnificently built ; the 
ftreets are fpacious, and adorned with 300 fine 
churches, and a vaft number of palaces and 
convents, and the triumphal arches, pillars, 
obelilks, ftatues, and fountain's, are no fmall 
additions to its beauty ; but then there are 
other ftreets as meanly built as in any town 
whatever. The greateft curiofities in Rome 
are the ancient theatres and amphitheatres, 
Pagan temples, triumphal arches, baths, aque- 
ducts, fountains, catacombs, obelilks, cirques, 
fepulchres, bridges, churches, palaces, ftatues, 
paintings, piazzas, colleges, and hofpitals. 

The people of this city are faid to be more 
obliging than in any town of Europe, and 
that an univerfal civility reigns there. They 
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,703 arc not at all poffeffed with a fpirit of bigotry, 
w'yxa' or perfection againft ftrangers of any country 
or religion whatever. The city is extremely 
well fupplied with water, by their noble aque- 
ducts and fountains } and there is great 
plenty of all manner of provifions, as corn, 
flelh, filh, fowl, and fruits and the greateft 
variety of wines that are to be met with any 
where ; and in the midft of all this variety, 
the people are extremely fober •, never fitting 
down purely to drink, and very feldom drink- 
ing wine without water. 

(h) Cafan, fee p. 62. n. h. 

(i) Aftracan, fee p. 62. n. 1. 

(k) China, fee p. 66. n. t. 

( t) Cyprus, an ifland, fituate in the molt 
eaftern part of the Levant, or Mediterranean 
Sea, between 33 and 36 degrees of eaftern 
longitude, and between 34 and 36 degrees of 
north latitude ; fixty miles fouth of the coaft 
of Caramania, or Cilicia, and thirty weft 
of the coaft of Syria, being about an hundred 
and fifty miles long, and feventy broad j the 
chief town Nicofia, the feat of the Turkilh 
Beglerbeg, or viceroy, and formerly the re- 
fidence of the King of the ifland. Here is one 
of thofe mountains called Olympus ; there is 
another of the fame name in the lefler Afia, 
and a third in Greece •, but there are no fprings 
or rivers but what the rains produce, which 
happening to fail them thirty years fucceflively, 
during the reign of Conftantine the Great, the 
inhabitants were obliged to abandon the ifland 
for fome time •, the foil, however, produces 
corn, wine, oil, wool, cotton, fait, and fome 
filk they have plenty alfo of filh, flelh and 
fowl, and a pretty brilk trade between the 
merchants of Europe and Afia : feveral Eu- 
ropean nations, particularly the Englilh, have 
their confuls and faCtors in this ifland. It 
was very populous whilft it was in the pof- 


feflion of the Cluiftians, and had a great 1703 
many good towns in it •, but it is now fo ****** 
thinly inhabited that half the lands lie un- 
manured. The prefent inhabitants are Turks, 

Jews, Greeks, Armenians, and iome few 
Latins. The Turks have the government, 
but the Greeks are moft numerous. This 
ifland was dedicated to Venus \ and her vo- 
taries, it is laid, proftituted themfelves to fo- 
reigners. It has been fucceflively governed by 
the Egyptians, Phoenicians, Pcrlians, Greeks, 
Romans, Saracens, Venetians, and Turks. 

Richard I. King of England, meeting with 
an unhofpitable reception here, fubdued the 
ifland, and transferred his right to it to Guy 
Lufignan, titular King of Jerulalem, whofe 
defeendents transferred it to the State of Ve- 
nice} from whom the Tutks took it anno 
1570, and have remained in pofllflion of it 
ever fince. 

(m) Ilpahan, or Spahawn, eaft longitude 
50. latitude 32. 30. the capital city ofEyrac 
Agem, and of all the kingdom of Perfia, is 
fituate in a fine plain, almoft furrounded with 
mountains, which lie two or three leagues di- 
ftant from it. The city is of an oval form, 
twelve miles in circumference, and Hands two 
hundred miles north of the gulph of Perlia, or 
Bolfora, three hundred miles fouth of the Cafpian 
Sea, one thoul'and four hundfed miles fouth- 
eaft of Conftantinople, and one thoufand fix- 
hundred miles north weft of Delly, the capital 
of the Hither India. The ftreets of Ifpahart 
are, feveral of them, arched over, with open- 
ings to let in light. The Englilh Eaft-lndia 
company had a faftory here, and their factors 
lived like Princes, in the greateft fplendor, 
till the civil war } but the court, and con- 
fequently the trade, feems to be removing 
from this city to Mefched, in the province of 
Chorafian, near the Cafpian Sea, the ufual 
rcfidence of the Sha Nadir and his court. 

{n) Holland, fee p. 76, n. e- 
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CHAP. XV. 

The Author departs from (a) Mofcow. The Courfe of the (h) Wolga. 
A Defcription of the feveral Towns and other Villages on that River . 
The Author arrives at (c) Aftracan. 


A S I went to thp {hip, I paffed by 
the town of Kolommenlke, on 
the right-hand, and on a riling ground : 
it makes a good appearance enough ; has 
a curious convent, a church, and two 
towers. In order to enter each fide of it, 
you mud; ciofs a raft of timbers, which 
are fo fattened together, as that one part 
of them is with eafe removed, when the 
paffage of any veffel requires it, and with 
equal eafe joined together again after it 
has paft. I went by feveral villages, 
likewife, which were delightfully fituated 
on a rifing ground, and on the right-hand 
fide of the river. By that time evening 
came on, I got. into a wood, where the 
trees were very low ; and as I was fome 
hours travelling through it, the night 
was far fpent before I reached Mat Ik o, 
where I was informed, that the Armenian 
barks were not as yet arrived. Notwith- 
(landing there were two houfes here; 
yet I lay the remainder of the night in a 
barn, which was partly open and ex- 
pofed to the weather, and what was ftill 
worle, upon the hard floor. On the 
twenty-third, in the morning, my fel- 
low-traveller came down with four barks, 
accompanied by three other Armenians, 
who were likewife bound for (d) Ifpahan, 
and a (fared me, that the (hip on board of 
which we were to embark, and wherein 
he had a large quantity of cloths, was 
fallen down (till thrcefcore werfls lower : 
upon this information, we followed her by 
water, and reached her by about ten 
o’clock that night. As it was late, how- 
ever, and nothing in proper order, we 
thought it moft expedient, not to go di- 
rectly on board till the next morning. 
Whereupon, we went into a houfe by 


the water-fide ; where we made a very 
good fire, and had a parcel of -fine pike 
and perch, which we had purchafed be- 
fore of fome fifhermen for three-pence 
only, dreft for our fupper. There I 
embraced the opportunity of writing a 
few letters to fome particular friends at 
Mofcow, and in (e) Holland ; and on'thc 
twenty-fourth, about ten in the morning 
we got on board. In thefe parts, they 
have feveral fmall, flat-bottomed veffcls the Ruffian 
(called by the Ruffians Stroeks) which 
will carry about three hundred bales of 
filk, or about fifteen lafts. They arc 
very capacious, and have only one matt, 
and one (ail that is very wide, and prin- 
cipally made ufe of when the wind is aft; 
but when the wind is not either direClly 
attern, or well upon their quarters, they 
ply their oars, of which the number for 
the moft part is about fixteen or eighteen. 

They make ufe of no rudder, but a long 
fort of paddle, broad at that end which 
lies in the water; as to the other end, it 
is fupported by a fort of crutch, made 
proper for the purpofe, and this either 
the proprietor, or matter, manages by 
fome tackle, reeved on each fide, which 
keeps the veffel fteady, and is fo contrived, 
that it can be put on, or taken off as oc- 
cafion requires. There were on board 
twenty-three mariners, and above fifty 
paffengers, fome Ruffians, and others Ar- 
menians, fervants included. Hitherto 
the river winds very much, and is about 
forty fathom in breadth all ways. We 
had not been on board above two hours, 
before we came to the convent of Smo- con " 
lenfki, which, at a confiderable diftance, smoicnOu. 
makes a good figure enough ; it has a 
.fine fteeple, and is fituatc on the fide of 
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a wood, about an hundred werfts from 
Mofeow. It was near four o’clock before 
we perfectly loft fight of it. After this, 
we faw on each hand of us, a more cam- 
pain country, and full of villages ; and 
afterwards a more lofty fpot of land. 
When night came upon us, we dropped 
anchor. About nine the next morning, 
we reached (f) Kolomna, which is fi- 
tuate on the fouth-weft of the river of 
(g) Molka. It is an epifcopal fee, in 
the fouthern parts of (h) Ruflia, tho’ to 
the eaftward of Mofeow. I took a 
draught of this city on the north fide, 
where I had no fight of the river, and 
the profpett of it is hereto annexed in 
Number XVIII. This city, of which 
I have taken fome notice before in the 
account of my journey to (i) Veronis, is 
one hundred and eighty werfts from 
Mofeow by water, on Recount of the pro- 
digious fweeps of’ the river, whereon it 
has a bridge, or rather fuch a raft of 
timber as we mentioned fome time fitlce. 
Here we tarried at leaft feven hours, in 
order to give our people time enough to 
jnake their neccflary preparations for fail- 
ing. Before night came on, we reached 
the river of (k) Occa, which flows from 
the fouth, where the waters of the Mofka 
fall into it. This, as well as the Mofka, 
is very broad^ which, ’till that time, we 
looked upon Dut as a fmall river j and its 
fountain-head is not far diftant from the 
(l) Crim Tartary. It traverfes the fouthern 
parts of f'wjMofcovy, and flows to the 
eaftward of the city of Mofeow, through 
the dutchy of the fame denomination ; 
and empties its waters into the Wolga at 
(tt) Nifi-Novogorod. This part of the 
country is very delightful, and on the' 
right-hand ftands the town of Kiekiena 
Serophof, where there' are two (lately 
ftruftures, in one of which the governor 
of the place himfelf refidds ; and on the 
left, there ftands a village, where there is 
another (lately ftr'u&ure, about ten werfts 
diftant from Kolomna. The courfe of 
the river now running more direct than it 
had done hitherto, we failed at a much 
greater rate, and never came to, dur- 
ing the whole night. On the twenty- 
fixth, in the piorning, we parted by the 


village, called Dedenawa, which lies on 1703 
the left-hand, where there is a veiy 
handfome church upon the river, about 
thirty werfts from the town of Kiekiena 
before-mentioned. And here on both 
fidcs you behold a wood full of low trees ; 
and the river is of the fame breadth all 
along. The fame day we palled by ic- 
veral other villages, and after that met with 
lands higher up which were very agree- 
able ; but there the river began to wind 
once more. As we fteered our courfe 
eaft-north-eaft, the land and the trees 
appeared to us cloathed in a very lively 
verdure ; and at the laft turn of the 
mountain, I took the draught of the view 
annexed in Number XIX. When we ^■•' x Pl4W 
were got beyond thefe mountains, which 
we had to the right only, we founcHhe 
river greatly contradlcd, and towards 
the evening, wc had leveral hills co- 
vered -with fmall trees, both on the right 
and, the left of us. On lire twenty feventh 
irf the morning we faw, to the tight, a 
lofty mountain, and on the left, (cveral 
villages, with cows and (heep fdfeding in 
the adjacent meadows. In the mean 
time, we had fifhermen, who came a long- 
fide of us every day in fmall boats fomc- 
what like canoes, hollowed out of the 
trunks of trees, of whom we frequently 
purchafcd more pike or perch for three- 
pence or four-pence, than were fufficient 
to fatisfy eight or ten perfons of moderate 
ftomachs. As we ftill advanced eaft- 
wards, on the left-hand of us, we met 
with an ifland, which abounded with 
trees, and was of a confiderable length ; 
and after that, with divers villages, fi- 
tuate at the feet of mountains, and the 
fine convent of Bogoflova, which is all 
built with done, and fttuated amidft a convent c 
great number of trees, in the mod rural Bo5 ° nov, 
manner, and upon an eminence; and on one 
fide of it there is a fpacious, verdant plain, 
with great numbers of flocks and herds 
grazing upon it, quite down to the river- 
fide. This convent lies north-weft, about 
twenty werfts from Pereflaw ; whereof 
I have given the reader a profpedl in 
Number XX. Here are abundance 
of villages round about, and the foil is 
exceedingly fertile. About three o’clock 
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we got into a low country, and by four 
came in with a gulph of the river Pro- 
rater, which is fifteen werfls from Pere- 
fiaw. Soon after that, we came in 
with another, which was as large as a 
river, and ran up a great way into the 
land. By five, we got into a third gulph, 
on the right, which extended itfelf to- 
wards the mountains, and fpread far and 
wide on both fides. For my own part, 
I take it to have been a flood ; and here 
the river begins again to take its fweeps. 
In an hour’s time, we, had fight of the 
village called Fabrcnewa, which ftands 
on an eminence ; but the country all 
beneath was fo overflowed, even above 
the tops of the trees, that it looked per- 
feftly like a <ea. The foil here appeared 
to us to be very landy. There we fre- 
quently met with vefiels coming from 
(o) Cafan, and other places, which were 
towed along with a rope, with abundance 
of toil and fatigue, by their refpedfive 
crews. They have fome relief, howevet, 
in failing, when the wind blows brilk, and 
fits fair for them. Here we faw great 
numbers of ducks, fnipes, and other game, 
and in the evening we reached the con- 
vent of Borolke, which is built with 
(lone, and on a hill, not far diftant from 
the river, and near a village, which is 
about three werfls only from Pereflaw, 
where we flay’d all night. On the 
twenty-eighth, we pafied by the place 
laft mentioned, in thick, hazy weather, 
which prevented us from having that 
profpett of it that I could have wifh’d. 
It ftands on an eminence, not far diftant 
from the river, in the lat. of 45 degrees 
42 minutes, and is commonly called 
Perdlaw-Refanlke, which name it afliimes 
irom the province of (p) Refan, of which 
it is the capital. Afterwards we pafied 
by levcral villages, fituate upon hills, 
where we faw lands that were overflowed, 
and fome, which feemed, to all outward 
appearance, like our combuftible foil in 
(q) Holland, of which we make turf, in 
the pafiage between (r) Leyden and the 
(s ) Hague. When we were got eight werfls 
from Pereflaw, we had a fight of a large 
village, which belonged to one TifmafFc 


Ivanitz, Erfoffltie, governor of Aftracan, 
and feveral Ruflians, under tents, taking 
their diverfion all along the river fide: 
But as we pafied farther on, we had a 
profpedt of divers villages, and all a flat 
country both on one fide of us and the 
other, which was overflowed even above 
the tops of the trees. In this place, the 
river is very broad ; and in the evening, we 
found ourfelves furrounded with trees ; 
but the waters had covered the banks to 
fuch a degree, that it was a very difficult 
matter to walk with fafety upon them. 
Tho’ it was exceedingly hot, the weather 
was very fine. I went on (hore with the 
boat, which did fo every day, in order to 
take in wood, to fee if I could poflibly 
meet with any game; and towards the 
evening, a large bark from Mofcow rowed 
by us. On the 29th in the morning, 
being got about ten werfls beyond Rcfan, 
we met, upon the left, with an opening 
of feveral fathoms within the land, where 
the river, which had made its way, formed 
a large lake, which was fo deep as to be 
navigable at leaft for fmall craft ; but we 
could difeern no village, as the weather 
proved dark and hazy. A league frptn 
thence we faw another gulph, where the 
laft-mentioned lake terminated in a cir- 
cular form. The meadows all round 
about were full of flocks and herds, and 
beyond them were lofty mountains. About 
nine, we had a fight of more lands that 
lay under water ; but as we came to a 
point, where the river formed a fmall 
gulph, we could difeern dry ground again, 
and a fmall place, called Kieftius, in 
which were nothing but a few miferable 
houfes, and feveral vefiels. It was here 
that we hoifted fail for the firft time, 
tho’ the gale was but ea(y. To the right 
of us, we had a fight of the convent 
of Terigho, and a fmall village; and 
foon afterwards of a place, called Solofade, 
where there was a tolerable good church, 
all built with done. From thence we 
came again to feveral lands that were 
overflown, and had a fight of feveral 
trees, which, tho very lofty ones, were 
covered up with water to their topmofi; 
branches ; and thefe inundations annually 
continue till the month of July, at which 
1 time. 
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170- time, the waters begin to abate. On t.be 
thirtieth, we came to a very agreeable 
place, ahout a hundred werfts from the 
city of Kefiemof : I drew the profpea: of 

ste i'1-xe it, as it is annexed in Number 21. 

Nun*. 21. Qnce more we hoi/led our fails in- 
deed, with the wind at north-eaft, but we 
were foon reduced to the neccflity of .tak- 
ing them down again, and of (landing 
to our oars ; and after we had paffcd by fe- 
veral villages, we proceeded to a .country 
fo deeply overflowed, that nothing could 
be difcerned but the (ky, the water, 
and the tops of Tome few trees that 
were more lofty than the reft. Toward? 
fun- fet, we met with a veflel which belong- 
ed to his Czarian .majfifty, laden with an- 
chors, and bound for (0 Afoph, in company 
with another, not near fo .large. We falu- 
ted each other, however, in form, with 
what fire-arms we had. When W.e were 
arrived within thirty werfts of Kahemof, 
w.e made ufe of hut' half Qur ,oars, that the 
crew might relieve each other by turns. 
On the firft of May, about one in the 
afternoon, we were a long- fide of .the ci- 

Kafiemof. jy 0 f K.ufieroof above-mentioned, which 
# is fituate on the elft fid® of the river, 
and on the (um.mit of a bill. This city, 
the*’ very c^tc.n five, has no walls; ;and 
pot only its boofes, hut all its four 
churches Ukewife are buiU with titnbqr. 
fjere is a tower -to a .mofeb, which be- 
longs to *he Turks and Tartars, who rc- 
fide here, where I landed, ,as did feveral 
Armenians, with an intent >to purchafe 
provifions and liquors; but we .loft ,our 
jfthpur. Thus difappointed, we rowed 
after the bark, which, as Hie .kept op her 
paflage, we were above an hour, and 
pafled by feveral .villages in our way, 
before we could overhaul her. Sorpc of 
our paffenger?, .hpweyer, who wept a r 
ihore duting our abfence, ,met with a 
parcel of afparagus, and brought a. cpn- 
fiderable .part of it a^ray .with them- 
Tbo’ they were long and .(binder ; yet 
they were well .tufted, and fit *0 ftew ; 
j gpt therefore Tome ,qf .the largeft ,of 
them, and .draff them after the Dutch 
manner. After we t had paftd by fe- 
veral .villages, there arpfe ,fpch :brifk 
gale dire&ly againft us, ;tbat it was .with 


the utmoft difficulty that we efcaped ftrik- * 7°3 
ing on the ftar-board fhore. The wind Vv “ J 
was at foutb-eaft, and we ftruck a little 
once; but foon got a- float again : and I 
obferved, that thefe barks, on fuch an oc- 
Cjlfion, are not ready in their anfwer- 
ing at the helm. At night we drew near 
ito a village which fpreads itfelf all down 
the declivity of a hill, towards the river; 
and there the next morning I took the 
profpedt of it, which i 6 annexed in Num- ^ ^ 
her 22. On the fecond, in the morn- 
ing, we arrived a{ .the aforefaid village, AUctma< 
(called Alaetma) which is thrcefcore werfts 
beyond the city of Kafiemof. It is fi- 
.tuate on the top of a hill, and lies in 
fume meafure inwards ; fo that the whole 
is not to be viewed ,from the river. It 
is a pretty large place; has no lefs 
than .eight churches in it, and feveral 
boufes upon the riyer-fide. It is fur- 
rounded with .feveral villages, and on 
each, fide .there are woods that are cx- 
.trcmely pleafant. Some fliort time after- 
wards, we had a fight of feveral other 
.villages, and a large, meadow full pf cattle 
and .fheep ; and beyond that, another 
golph of the river, which appeared to 
ps, to wind amongft the meadows and 
their trees to a village that flood at the 
fopt of a mountain. The river here is 
very broad, and 4 he banks, on .each fide, 
abound with trees. Here we faw a pro- 
digious flock of geefe in the air. On 

& /%T , » • , Mot um, 

the fchifd, \ye paffed by Moruma, a town, 
fituate on the declivity of a hill, which is 
considerably large ; with feven feveral 
(tone-churches, whioh are magnificent e- 
nough i beiides divers others, not equal- 
ly (lately, built with timber. Here, as 
I ,have been informed, the inhabitants 
make the bell bread that is to be, met 
with ,th rou gfi° ut his , Czarian m.ajefty’s 

dominions, ft is inhabited partly by Ruf- 
fians, and partly by Tartars ; and here 
the Tartars of hfordua begin. As we 
proceeded, we had a fight of mpre vil- 
lages and more .lands, that lay under 
yv^ter. The river here is very broad, 
apd one of the villages was fitpatc at the 
fopt .of a mountain, wbkh rpns away 
feveral leagues farther. The .foil is fo 
fipdy, and fo full of Hones, .that it is 
G g no 
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1703 no eafy matter to go aftiore. Here we 
faw a poor fellow, that was perpetually 
Bcgt»u. croffing himfelf, and every now and then 
bowing down his head to the very ground ; 
which the Ruffians we had on board tak- 
ing particular notice of, they went in their 
boat to him, and having firft made a col- 
lection for him, gave him what they had 
got, and among the reft, fome loaves of 
bread ; for he was a poor beggar, it 
feems ; and foon after we perceived three 
women, with their children, in the like- 
manner, on whom they likewife beftow- 
ed their voluntary benefactions. Thefe 
mendicants live, for the generality, in the 
mountains, and as foon as ever they 
cfpy a veflel at a diftance, they run down 
to the river- fide, in hopes of fome chari- 
table relief. After this, we came a- 
mong a parcel of lofty hills, which, 
tho’ there were very few trees upon them, 
were covered with a lively verdure : at 
laft, arriving at a place where there was 
a Kabak, we landed, with a view* of 
getting fome liquors of one kind or a- 
nother ; but what we found proved very 
bad, and 'twas once more with abun- 
dance of difficulty that we recovered our 
bark. After that, a gale fprang up, that 
was direCUy againft us, and fo very ftrong, 
that we were under an indifpenfable ne- 
ceffity to lay ftill for feveral hours. After 
this, we traverfed the mouths of two ri- 
vers, the firft to the ftarboard, called 
Molfua Raka, and on the larboard fide 
about eight werfts farther, the Clefma, 
which rifes at Volodimer. On the fourth, 
we got into the center of a lofty country, 
and from thence defeended to a village, 
called Ifbuletz, which is about forty 
werfts from (u) Nifen. Here we met 
with a bark that had ten oars, and made 
good way, tho’ againft the ftream of the 
river, the banks whereof were perfectly 
level on each fide, and abounded with 
trees; and there were feveral hills within 
fight, tho’ at fome confiderable diftance. 

The con. About three o'clock we arrived within 

vent of 411,1 

Dud,™. fight of the convent of Dudina, which 
is delightfully fiiuated amidft a profu- 
fion of verdant trees, on the declivity 
of a hill, on the top whereof there ftands 
a village, of which, nothing more is to 


bee feen than the fpires of their churches. 1703 
At night the wind blew with that vio- 
lence, and the waves fwellcd fo high, that 
we were glad to {belter ourfelves from it, 
as much as poffible, on the larboard fide 
of the river. On the fifth, the wind 
was greatly abated, and we began to 
make way again, by break of day ; and 
having paiTed by feveral villages, we 
reached at laft the (hip- yards, which lie 
along the river, and extend themfelves as 
far as the very fuburbs of Nifen, where 
there is a magnificent monaftery, which 
is walled all round ; in the bottom 
there is a handfome church, built with 
ftonc, with abundance of wooden houfes 
near it, down to the river-fide. There 
is another church, built likewife with 
ftone, and pretty large, which ftands a- 
gainft a hill, on the fummit whereof is a 
little village. This city is commonly cal- 
led by the Ruffians, Nifen, or Niefna, 0- 
therwife Nifi-Novogorod, or the little 
Novogorod; and by others again, Nifen 
Nieugarten. It is the capital of the fmall 
dutchy, which is diftinguiffied by that 
title, and has a fort or citadel on a rock 
or the conflux of the two rivers before- ’ 
mentioned ; namely, the Occa and the Nifen and 
Volga. This city is furrounded with a ill""' 
curious ftone-wall, and paffengers muft 
go thro’ what they call a Bazar, or fpa- 
cious market-place, before they come to 
the gate, called Iwanoffkie, which is fi- 
tuate near the river. This gate is built 
with vaft blocks of ftone, and is extremely 
deep. From hence they afeend by a great 
ftreet, which abounds with bridges, built 
with timber, til! they come to ano- 
ther gaffe, called Diawietrofskie, near 
which ftands the grand ftone-church, 
with five domes to it, all varnifhed over 
with green, and decorated with curious 
croftes. On one fide of this church 
ftands the archiepifcopal palace, all ft one - 
work, and within its enclofure, there is 
a pretty little church with a fteeple, and 
two other churches without; the one 
built with timber, and the other with 
ftone. The Prikacs, or the chancery of. 
fices, which are fituate near this gate 
are all built with timber ; and fo likewife 
is the governor’s houfe. There is nothing 

very 
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j 703 very material, however, to be feen in 
this city, whole circumference is but 
final), and whofc houfes are all built with 
timber. It has no other gates than the 
two above-mentioned. The adjacent coun- 
try ftrikes the eye in a very agreeable man- 
ner, as there are in a multitude of green 
trees, and feveral houfes, not far diftant 
from each other. The walls thereof are 
flanked with towers, fome circular, and 
others fquare ; and one of them in par- 
ticular is more ccnfpicuous, and to be dif- 
cerned at a greater diftance than the reft. 
There were four pieces of cannon in the 
paffage to the guard-room, under that 
gate which lies on the land- fide. The 
fuburbs of this city, however, are very 
fpacious, efpecially in thofe parts towards 
the river, where there are divers ftonc- 
churches, and where the hill, which is 
divided into feveral parts, and whereon 
are eredted not only feveral houfes, but 
churches likewife, has a very good effedt ; 
there is no fuch thing as feeing the cir- 
cumference of it, on account of the 
heights and depths which interrupt the 
profpedt. The river here is perpetually 
thronged with embarkations of one kind 
or another, which are for ever palling and 
repafling from different parts. On one 
fide of it, there is a large village, which 
is the foie property of Mr. Gregory De- 
mitri Strogenof, where there is a curious 
church built all with ftone, and a large 
ftone-houfe, where that rich merchant fre- 
quently refides. 

About eight o’clock, there went away 
no lefs than forty eight feveral barks, with 
ten oars, and forty hands on board each of 
them, in order to take in wood ; and 
all thefe belonged to, and were agents 
for that gentleman, who is reputed to be 
oneof the moft fubftantial merchants in all 
his Czarian majefty’s dominions. To each 
of thefe hands, who thus fet out to bring in 
his timber, he allowed three rix-dollars. 
When night came on, the bells began to 
ring, on account of the grand feftival of 
the Afcenfion, which was to be folemnized 
the enfuing day. Here we fupplied our- 
felves with plenty of provifions, and more 
particularly with brandy, which is not on- 
ly very good at this place, but cheap e- 


nough in reafon ; for we had no lefs than 1703 
eight bottles of it for forty pence ; nor did ‘-An*/ 
the Armenians fail of taking in for them- 
felves a fufficient ftock of the fame liquor. 
Eatables, however, were- cheap likewife, 
in proportion ; for here we could pnrehafe 
a lamb, or a moderate flieep, for thirteen 
or fourteen pence j two Ducks, not over 
large, indeed, for a penny ; a fine pullet for 
three-pence ; forty eggs for two-pence ; 
two white loaves, moderately big, for a 
penny j a brown loaf, of feven or eight 
pound weight, for the fame fum ; and 
their beer tho’ very cheap, is very good. 

This city, according to the neareft compu- 
tation that can be made, is about $00 
werfts from Mofcow ; that is to fay, 
about 160 German leagues, not with (land- 
ing the diftancc is very little more than 
100 of thofe leagues, fuppofe you travel by 
land. It (lands upon the river Occa, whic h 
we entered at Kolomna, as wc have before 
obferved} and here this river empties its 
Waters into the Volga ; which was formerly 
called theRha. Thefe two livers, on their 
firft union, are about 4000 feet broad, ac- 
cording to the computation of thofe who 
have been fo curious as to take their exa£t 
dimenfions in the winter, when their 
waters were frozen over. At prefent, the 
inhabitants of this city are all Ruffians, 
and not a Tartar amongft them : it lies in 
the latitude of 56 deg. 28 minute*, and is 
very populous. I fliould have been ex- 
tremely pleated to have taken a view of it 
in front, from the river ; but they would 
not indulge me fo far on any account, 
by reafon of their grand feftival ; nay, a 
fee in money was not powerful enough to 1 
accomplifh what I aimed at ; and the 
only reafon as I could find, for their 
refufal was this j that the Ruffians will 
fuffer nothing in the world to go forward 
on a folcmn feftival, but drinking of bum- 
pers ; and I faw feveral of them, wal- 
lowing, like (wines, in the dirty flreets, 
out of their fantaflic zeal for the day. 

It is fomewhat odd and particular to ob- 
ferve, how the refufe of the people, at 
fuch times, will fwarm round one of 
their Kabaks, or publie-houfes, where 
the landlords expofe their brandy to fale. 

I tarried feveral hours in that where I pur- 

chafed 
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170.J chafed my cargo, with no other view, 
than to be an eye-witnefs of the va- 
rious pranks, and whimfical conceits of 
thcfc Ruffian Bacchanalians, as foon as 
the liquor begins to take effedt ; they 
are obliged to ftand in the ftreet, 
however ; for none of their frolicks or 
gambols are allowed of within-doors. 
There is a table, planted fome few yards 
from the houfe, where the money is de- 
pofited, and the quantity of liquor de- 
manded is accordingly brought. This is 
taken out of a large kettle that ftands 
hard by, with a proper ladle in it, com- 
pofed of wood, and poured into a little 
wooden-bowl. The fmalleft meafurc is 
charged a half-penny only. And in this 
manner are the populace ferved by a wai- 
ter, who makes it his whole bufinefs ; but 
there is another who gives equal attend- 
ance to receive the money. This practice 
of intemperance on holidays is as frequent 
amongft their women as the men. In ffiort, 

I faw the fame farce played over again ,at 
another Kabak, where beer only was fold, 
and where the cudomers had admittance 
into the houfe. 

On the fixth, we embarked, in order 
to get our people on board, and fpent 
the night upon the river. Early in the 
morning we purfued our voyage; and 
as we pa ffed but flowly by the city and 
fuburbs, I took fuch a liking to the place, 
that the Reader will find a profpedt 
thereof annexl hereto in plate No. XXIV". 
pi. xxiv. a s we advanced on our way, we came in 
fight of two villages, which lay on the 
larboard-fule ; one whereof was much 
larger than the other, and called Waefna ; 

'em or on l ^ e darboard-fide wc faw the con- 
wtjmvr. vent of Beftjerlke, which is a fpacious 
edifice, all built with done, the roofs 
only excepted, and feveral houfes befides 
on each fide of it, and is not more than 
one werd beyond the city. We faw, 
moreover, one fmall church, called Jaffoof- 
ni, fituatc on a hill, and fome hundreds of 
people flocking up to it, from divers parts, 
in order to folemnize the feftival before- 
mentioned; fome of whom were bufy in 
fpreading their tents, in order for their 
amufement, in thofe kind of booths, after 
divine fcrvice. We continued at about 


three werfls from the city, till thefeventh, 
and till feven in the morning ; at which 
time, we advanced forwards, and by about 
twelve we came up with an ifland, which 
was two werfls at lead: in length, and 
abounded with trees. After that, we 
paffed by feveral hills, and another ifland, 
whereon there was not a tree to be fren ; 
and left the river called Kcrfimia, and the 
convent of Macaria, to the larboard of us. 
This convent is a large done edifice, and 
bears the refemblance of a fort or a cadle ; 
for it is furrounded with a lofty fquare 
done-wall, which has a tower in every 
corner of it. Had not the day been too 
far fpent, I fhould have had a great in- 
clination to have drawn a profpedt of it. 
On one fide of it dood a village, and a chan, 
or a caravanfarai, built with timber, where 
the merchants depoflt their refpeflive 
wares. Here there is kept a very con- 
fiderable annual fad in the month of July, 
to which almod all the Ruffian merchants 
in general refort, notwithdanding it is 
kept no longer than a fortnight. Some of 
our Ruffians going thither, in order to 
purchafe a parcel of fifli, were informed 
that not long before, a certain governor, 
in his paffage from IVTofcow, had been 
attacked there by three barks, each of 
them manned with eighteen Ruffian 
pirates ; that an engagement enfued, and 
the Governor, was fo well furniffied with 
fire-arms, and behaved with fo much 
courage and intrepidity, that he killed three 
of the pirates upon the fpot, and obliged 
the red to retreat like a fet of cowardly 
villains ; that this Ikirmiffi, however, had 
obliged the governor to return to Mofcow ’ 
after he had left one of his retinue in the 
town under proper care, to be cured 
of the wounds he had received in his 
defence. 

This information put us more on our 
guard than otherwife we ffiould have 
been ; and we prepared our arms accor- 
dingly, in order to be ready, if occafion 
ffiould require it. We were furniffied 
with about forty mulkets and pidols for 
the reception of fuch a cafual crew of 
villains, and, during the night, wc had 
a Ruffian and an Armenian always on the 
watch. 

* On 
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On the eighth, about break of day, 
we arrived at Bormino, which is no left 
than a hundred werfts from the laft town 
we pa (Ted by 5 and here, on each fide of 
the ihore, the banks were full of trees; 
and by feven or eight in the ‘morning we 
reached Goekina, a town that belongs 
to count Golowin. This place extends 
itfelf a confiderable way along (he river, 
and contains (as we were informed) no 
left than feven-thoufandboufes 5 and here 
the country-peoplebrought <ustheir<brea<ito 
fell ; in cafe we had been dUpofed to pur- 
chafe any. In the purfok of our courfe, 
we came in fight df fore rad floating 
iflands, upon the river, which in this 
plaoe is considerably broad ; and between 
ten and eleven we crofled t!he mouth of 
the Soera, which flows from the ifouth, 
where the high mountains commence ; 
at the foot whereof (lands -a large village, 
called Waflkl.and on the Summit, thetown 
Waflicligorod, of which them is no view 
from the river. I was informed, however, 
that the place was hut ftnall ; that it had no 
walls, and that all the houfes were built with 
timber ; (hat the town was about one-hun- 
dredand twenty werfts from Nifen; and that 
thefe parts are principally inhabited by 
Czerctnifltan Tartars, who extend them- 
felves as far as Cafen. About four in the 
afternoon, we reached the town of 
Kufmedemianlki, which is about forty 
werfts from Wafidigorod. This place is 
tolerably large, and extends Rfelf all along 
the river, and partly up the hill, but 
it has no wall for its defence. As the 
wind happened to prove foutherly, we 
hoifted up our fail, and as we advanced, we 
obferved, that both Shores were full of 
linen- trees. We few iikewife feveral 
iflands, but no hills. In the night, we 
pafled by a place, called Sabalzstr, which 
is forty werfts at leaft from the Town 
laft mentioned, and ftands on a rifing 
ground. To me it appeared to be very 
compact, and when we had proceeded 
thirty werfts farther, we came m fight of a 
town called Kokfbaga, which lay on our 
larboard fide. On the ninth, we few fe- 
veral high hills, and overtook a large bark, 
in company with feveral others, which 
were bound for Cafan. At this time, 


Ac weather was calm, moift and hot. By 
noon we reached Blowolfka, a town but 
about fburfeore werfts from Cafan, on the 
(larboard -fide ; and from thence we came 
to a place called BeHawalfka, where our 
people went a ftiore, in order to purchafe 
feme frefh provifions. At three in the 
afternoon, we (leered our courfe by a 
town, called Swyatflci, and the wind ftood 
diredtly for us. This place is fituate on 
a rifing ground, hafe a Citadel, and feveral 
done-convents as well as churches; but 
the walls andhoufes are all timber-work. 
The whole is formed into an ifland by the 
river Swyage, which flows from the fouth- 
eaft, and here empties its waters into the 
Wolga. On one fide of the laft men- 
tioned river, arid dircCHy oppofite to the 
town, is feen, at the point of a hill, 
the village called Saldaet/ke-flabode, be- 
tween which and this town, this Swyage 
falls into the Wolga, as we hinted before, 
and «s evidently appears by the plate No. 
XXV. annexed ; where the reader may ob- 
ferve there is an ifland before the Swyage, 
otherWife Called Swyatlki. We coafted all 
along this hill, or mountain, and fleered 
our courfe fouth-half eaft, and by fix we 
few on the larboard- fide, the city of Cafan, 
at the diftance of about four werfts. It 
makes a very grand appearance here on 
account of the feveral churches and con- 
vents with which it abounds, and its fort 
or citadel which is furrounded with a 
(tone-wall. Some fmall time before this, 
we had pafled by the feveral (hip-yards, 
which lie about fix or feven werft9 only 
from the town, in a reach, where the 
river is broad ; and there we had a fight 
of near forty veflcls of divers kinds upon 
the docks, and feveral that were nearly 
compleated, and almoft ready for launch- 
ing. We were informed by fome of the 
workmen, that they had orders for the 
building of three hundred and eighty, 
the greater part whereof were to fail to 
Aftracan, for the fervice and protection 
of the (w) Cafpian fea, and the reft were 
bound for other places. As we paf- 
fed by, I took a profpedt of Cafan, in 
the beft manner fo (hort a time would 
permit me, and the reader may fee it 
in the plate No. XXVI. hereto annexed. 
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It is foliated in (xj Afia, and in the 
fouthern parts of the Mofcovite (y) Tar- 
tary, on a river which bears the fame 
denomination, called by the inhabitants, 
Cafanfke, and empties its waters into the 
Wolga. It is the capital of the kingdom 
fo called, between that of (z) Bulgar and 
the Czeremiflians. This city has a wall, 
indeed, but then it is a wooden one. 
As we advanced farther, we had a fight 
of feveral iflands, which appeared to us 
like fo many forefts in the river j and we 
obferved likewife a kiln upon the hills, 
where feveral were at work ; and on our 
left, we faw feveral lands which were over- 
flown. On the tenth we arrived at the 
mouth of the Kama, which fell on our 
larboard- fide, into the Wolga, at the 
diftancc of about threefcore werfls from 
the city of Cafan. It is very broad, and 
flows from the north-eaft, and difem- 
bogues it felf with that impetuofity into 
the Wolga, that it hurries on vpflels, 
without any other afliftance, for fevferal 
leagues together. Tho’ fome perfons af- 
fert, that the waters thereof are of a brown 
colour ; yet I confefs, I could not perceive 
it. It is, however, very fweet, and in re- 
gard to drinking, far preferable to that 
of the Wolga. About noon we reached 
the fmall town called Tetoetfic, or Tetus, 
which is fituate on a high hill, about 
ninety werfls from Cafan. It is furrounded 
with a wooden wall ; and its churches 
and houfes are all timber-work, and but 
very fmall. There was only one part of the 
wall to be feen as we paffed by. There is 
likewife a fmall village on the river- fide, 
where fome of our paflengers went a fhore 
in order to purchafe fome provifions, and 
procure a fmall quantity of ice to cool 
our liquor. After that we pafled by a 
large ifland called Starifo, which is forty 
werfls from Tetus ; and in the night by 
feveral others full of trees. Here the ri- 
ver is at leaft a league broad, and on the 
flarboard-fide of it has feveral mountains. 
Here we rode at anchor for fome hours 
in the night, the wind blowing very hard, 
and directly againft us. On the eleventh, 
1 went a-fhore with my Armenians and 
fome few Ruffians, in order to purchafe 
fome provifions at a fmall diftancc 
from the town called Simbierfka, which 


Hands on the right, upon a rifing ground, 
about three werfls from the river. We 
were informed, that in former days it 
was a fpacious city, but deftroyed by Ta- 
merlane the Great} tho* there are no 
remains of it, as I can underftand, at 
prefent } neither, indeed, had I any op- 
portunity or time to fpare in fearching 
after them. Some infill, that, higher 
up, there were divers other cities and 
iflands, the ruins whereof were ftill very 
confpicuous} but I much queftion the 
veracity of their affertions, notwithftand- 
ing they fay, that there are the traces of 
an old caftle, and the walls that once 
furrounded it, near the town of Zariets. 
They maintain, upon the whole, that 
there are feveral very ancient cities, and 
very populous ones likewife, between 
Cafan and Aflracan, and more particu- 
larly that of Acktocba, fituate on the ri- 
ver Oeffa j but even of this I could never 
procure any true fatisfaftory account. It 
muftbe acknowledged thus far indeed, that 
the waters of the Oeffa flow between Sa- 
ratof and Zaritha, which are fituate on the 
other fide of the Wolga, and empty 
themfelves into that river, and even 
wafhes one part of (aa) Siberia. It mull 
be admitted likewife, that the city of 
Acktoeba flood once upon this river, not- 
withftanding there are no footfteps of it 
at prefent remaining, all the ftones there- 
of in general having been removed 
from thence, in order to build the 
city of Aflracan, and fome other adja- 
cent towns. When I went a-fhore, I 
perceived that the village of Simbierfka 
and its purlieus were of large extent ; 
partly, on the river, and partly again 
on the hill which we were to go up, 
before we could reach the Bazar. No 
fooner had we reached it, but we perceiv- 
ed a fire had juft broke out, among fome 
houfes that flood upon the hill, and had 
then deftroyed five or fix at leaft of them } 
but within the compafs of half an hour 
more, there were twenty of them redu- 
ced to afhes } for the wind was fo high, 
that they burft out into flames before they 
could poffibly be pull’d down, which (as 
we have before obferved) is their method 
of extinguifhing fires. 
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,_ o5 All provifions here, we found, as cheap, 
in all refpeds, as at Niefna. I had a 
great inclination to hayc gone up to the 
place it felf, which is. 180 werfts frpto 
Cafan, but it was impracticable, as opr 
veffelwas on her way. However, I heard 
that it was confidcrably large, and fur- 
rounded with a vyooden-wall ; that there 
were 8 ftone-cburches in it, three Ot.four 
convents, and no;lefs. than 10,000 houfes, 
all inhabited by Ruffians only, the Tar- 
tars redding in the adjacent villages. It 
was above two hours before .we could 
overtake our bark, and our rowing, after 
her was attended with no faiajl danger, 
as well as difficulty } for the river here 
whirls about with great violence, in fome 
particular places, and being extremely 
deep, fwells to that degree, that, a fmall 
boat an fearedy withftand the forges. 
In our. paffage, wc met again with feveral 
p laces covered with trees, whofe verdure 
ftruck the eye agreeably enough, and had 
a full view of feveral hills that flood be- 
tween them: When we had advanced 
thirty werfts from this place, we arrived 
sk»tieit. {he village, ailed Siengiela,, an 
divers others, all inhabited by Ruffians 
’ only } and not long afterwards at ano- 
ther town, called Nove Devitfcke Silo, 
uov.De- w hich is of large extent,, very compact, 
Tnd abounds with churches, fome of 
whofe fteeples are very high. That night 
we met with a veffil,. that was towing 
along, and manned vyith Ruffians, who 
alked us front whence we came, to what 
port we were bound, and what country- 
men we were ? We made anfwer, that we 
belonged to his Czarian majuAyi and 
cautioned them to. keep at a proper 
diftance, left they fltould repent it } tor 
we were apprehenfive that they were pi- 
rates. On the twelfth in the morning, 
we faw feveral hills on each fide of us } 

fome whereof were covered with fir-trees, 
which was a novelty, , as we ! had never 
obferved the like before. The river here 
was not above a werft broad at moft } to 
make amends, hpwever, U was extremely 
deep, and had rifen fa high this year, that 
it had laid aU the land, which we have 
fpoken of, under water to that degree 
that there were rivers thcmfelves at that 


time which could not be diftinguiihed. 

In fuch occurrences, the Ruffians arc per- 
fedly ignorant, and could give me no latis- 
fadory account of the caufe from whence 
they arofe j neither could 1 procure any 
information on fliore } becaufe our vdTcl 
made no flay there. By nine we reached 
the village called Siera Barak, which is 
40 werfts on this fide Samara. There 
Xeveral of our paflengers went on fliore, 
in order to furniffi thcmfelves with frefli 
provifions there the river began to widen ; 
and wc had not advanced far on our way 
before we had the* fight of an ifland that 
wss overflown } and on the left fide of us, 
flood a round high hill, alrnoft without 
a tree upon it, called Sariol Kiergen. 
We were informed by the Ruffians, that 
the fpot was remarkable for being the 
monument, or fepulchre, of a certain 
king or emperor of Tartary, whofe 
name was Mammon j and who failed up 
the Wolga, accompanied by 70 other 
Tartarian princes, in order to invade the 
Ruffian territories ; and forafmucli as lie 
died there, his foldiers, whom he had 
brought along with him, for that intended 
expedition, (who were very numerous) 
each of them contributed towards raifing 
that eminence, or tomb, by filling their 
refpedive helmets with the adjacent earth. 
Scarce a league from this hill, wc had 
fight of another, called Kabia Gora, which 
abounds with trees, and extends as far as 
Samara, fuch of them in particular as grow 
on the left fide, being principally alders 
and willows, fta.nd fo thick, that there is 
no poffibility of feeing through them. 
Here, we were informed, that the heft 
ffijphur that was ever difeovered is to 
be met with in plenty ; which was an im- 
penetrable fccret but two or three years 
before. Here we found no lefs than 4000 
perfons hard at work} fome Ruffians } 
'others Czeremiffians, and others again 
Mordwatians, over whom his Czarian 
majefty had proper guards, as well as 
furveyors. Thefe hills lie on the weft of 
the river } and by two in the afternoon 
we reached Samara, which lies on the eaft, 
on a rifing ground, though not very high, 
and alrnoft without a tree, and termina- 
ting With the town itfclf, which is fituate 
& (as 
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1703 (as appears by plate No. XXVil) oft the 
river- fide, and, not (as fbme hiftornms too 
peremptorily infift) at the full dlftattce of 
Plate 17. two werfts from it. At the -end df this 
town runs the river Samara, from whence 
it derives its name, and at about five or 
fix werfts diftance from thence, empties 
its waters into the Wolga. The town is 
tieV moderately large, hut the hoolb are all 
poor and inelegant, and built with wood. 
It is furrounded likewife with a wretched 
wooden wall, which is 'flanked on the 
land- fide indeed, with a large tower. The 
city covers very nearly the whole hiH j 
and the fuburbs extend themfclvcs all *- 
long the river-fide. According to the 
neareft computation, k is about 350 
werfts from Cafan, and as we pafled by 
it, we faw a large gate, fcvcral fmall 
churches, and a few convents. About 
five and twenty werfts from this place, 
we faw, on our ftarboard-fidc, the fiver 
Alkula, which empties its waters, as 
well as the Samar into the Wolga. Here 
we loft fight of aH the mountains and 
hills ; and here the river was very broad ; 
but foon we recovered fight of them again, 
when they flood very near us on our 
right hand. That day we met with 
feveral barks, and faw a large number of 
ducks of a very extraordinary fize } fome 
of a very dark, brown colour, and ©- 
wifflti., thers perfectly white. We crofled the 
river called Wafliele on our larboard-fide, 
which is but a fmall one, and not far 
diftant from it, hut in the Wolga, we 
could difeem a narrow flip of an Wand, 
full of trees, yet laid under water, 
which was looked upon as fomewhat 
very remarkable. After that, we met 
with another bark from Aftraean, (he 
rnafter whereof allured us, that there 
were fourteen more but a fmall matter 
behind him, all bound for M aka ria- Fall, 
of which we have made mention in a- 
nother place ; and part of them, indeed, 
pafled us in the night. On the thirteenth, 
we had fight of the town of Kafkur, 
which tho* but fmall, has a wooden 
endofure flanked with wooden towers, 
and feveral churches built with timber. 

Its fuburbs, or out-parts, lies on one fide 


of it, as may be plainly perceived, by 1703 
the plate annexed, No. XXVIII. When 
we had advanced a league farther, wc PUte lf 
came to the town of Sieferon, which is 
moderately large, and has feveral chur- 
ches in it, built with ftone. Here indeed, 
the mountains are both dry and naked, 
but a little farther on, they made a bet- 
ter appearance. 

The Calmuc Tartars infeft theft pla- 
ces, and carry off, by violence and rapine, 
not only man and bcaft, hut every thing 
elfe of the leeft value that falls in their 
way. As we advanaedftiil farther on, we 
perceived the river to wind very much, 
mnongft large iflands, frill of trees) hut as 
the country was covered with water to a 
Tory high degree, it was with difficulty 
that we could difeem the bed of the 
Wtolga. After that, we had a fight of the 
bills once more, on aw right fide j but 
they were perfcafy pardhed up with 
the drought, and piercing heat of the 
frsn 1 whereas, at other times they are 
all covered over with a lively verdure. 

The country-people, indeed, prayed vety 
devoudy for rain, being greatly at « 
loft for frefla- water for their cattle. Not 
long after this, we advanced to a plaoe 
called Sela, which is fituate at the foot of 
the mountains, about fixty werfts difarxe 
from Kafkur. There we met with throe 
large Stroeks, one whereof belonged to his 
Czarian Majefty. All of them were full 
of Coflac-women, whom their c tom 
were tranfpbtting to Cafan, and whole 
hufbands had been executed the year be- 
fore for their mal-praftioes, on which 
we fhall take occafion to expatiate in a 
more proper place. From this place we 
tmverfed the mouth of the Wafijele, over 
againft which (lands the Nove Derevane, 
or the new village, which belongs to 
Count Golowin. As our ftftors had 
been fatigued by a fpell, (as they call 
it) Of threefcore werfts, in order to cafe 
them, we rode at anchor the heft part 
of the night. On the fourteenth, as the 
wind blew brifkly abaft, we went down 
the river at a great rate. A veffcl freight- 
ed principally with earthen ware, pafled 
by us, bound for Aftraean - and by ele- 
ven 
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ven we reached aplacec ailed Wofkcf-. 
nifka, which is threefcore and five miles 
from Saratof >• where the - , hills were very 
ftcep, covered whh 4 kind of grey fend, 
and full of ftones. In this place we 
met with feveral filhermen, who exchan- 
ged their fi (h with our people for but 
a fmall quantity of their brandy, that 
being a commodity they are not allowed 
to fell : This fpot abounds with lofty 
oaks. Soon afterwards we were terrifi- 
ed with a very impetuous ftorm of wind, 
thunder, and rain, which made the river 
fwell with furges as high as fome in the 
fea } which reduced os to the neceffity 
of riding at anchor for fome time, 
under flicker of the larboard- ftiore ; 
Where our bar.kftruck with that violence 
againft the trunks of fome trees, that We 
Were in danger of being loft ourfelves, 
as well as of lofing our boats; for fuch 
veftels have but a fmall anchor, which 
they durft not venture fo let go in the 
open current, when the wind is any ways 
tempeftuous ; becaufe it would not prove 
of ftrength fufficient to fecure them from 
driving. This teiripeft, however, proved 
happily but of Ihort duration. When night 
came on, we went aftiore, about 20 werfts 
from Saratof, where we kindled a good 
fire, and met with feveral oaks, wild 
roles, and other flowers. Having pretty 
welt recovered our felves from the pan- 
ntewe had been in, and the fatigue we 
had been at, we returned to our bark ; 
but no fooner were we all got on board ; 
but one of our Armenian paflengers 
was taken fo violently ill, that his life 
was almoft defpaired of; the fit hold him 
above three hours, during Which timfe’ 
he lay motion lefs ; afterwards, indeed,'' 
he {hewed fome tokens of life, but con- 
tinued fpeechlefs. During our concern 
and confufion on account of this difafter, 
we arrived at Saratof. There we brought 
him upon deck; where we perceived 
fortie blood that was clotted come out 
of his mouth 5 from whence we con^ 
jedtured, that his misfortune was an im- 
poilhume in his throat, and that he could 
never fiirvive it. In the mean time, 
however, we fent a fpecial meflenger 
for a phyfician, or furgeon, but to no 
purpofe ; there was no fuch experienced 


perfort tq be found. As I was incapable 1703 
myfelf of being any ways affiftant to the 
unhappy patient, I went and took a fur- 
vey Of' the place ; which is fituate in the- 
fouth-eaft of Ruffia, but on the nurth- 
eaft of the Wolga, partly againft, and 
partly upon a hill, and its fubnrbs, or 
out-parts, extend along the river. I 
perceived; that tho’ there were no walls 
in the higher parts of it ; yet there were 
feveral wooden-towers, at fome con- 
fiderable diftance one from another. 

At about a quarte; of a league from the 
river, there is a gate ; and on the left- 
hand, another, feparate from the town ; 
and on 'the fide of Mofcow by land, a 
third, with palifadoes between them. 

When I went on that fide, which is on 
the right-hand of the river, there was 
a defeent with feveral gardens; and be- 
yond the laft-mentioned gate, there is a 
campaign country and a high-road, that 
is much frequented by all fuch as travel 
from Aftracan to Mofcow by land ; and 
here there is little or nothing worthy of 
bbfervation but a few wooden chuichcs. 

’Tis proper, however, to inform the 
reader, that the inhabitants are not only 
all Ruffians, but almoft all of them 
military men, and under the command 
of a governor. Not above eight-years 
fince, the whole place was reduced to 
allies by an unhappy fire; bnt at prefent, 
it is all new-built. In thefe parts the 
Tartars are perpetually committing out- 
rages and devaluations, extending them- 
felves even as far as the Cafpian, and the 
river Jaika. It is computed to lie 350 
Werfts from Samara ; and in the latitude 
of $2 degrees 12 minutes. There we 
faw feveral barks, full of foldiers, bound 
for Afoph, and elfewhere; and departed 
from thence before noon. From the 
river there is no profpeft of any thing 
bttl the towers and tops of churches ; 
becaufe the fuburbs' lie between the city 
and the river. 

When we returned to our veflcl, we 
found our unhappy fellow-traveller in 
the very fame piteous condition in which 
we left him ; and about three he took his 
laft gafp, which furprized us fo much the 
more, as he had been before on ffiore, Amm*. 
?n d then feemed as aftive and fprightly 
I i as 
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1703 as any of his aflociates, who exprefled 2 
iXIdli g encra l concern for him, and covered him 
by h» cam. over decently enough with a cotton 
P "* 10n< ' cloth, which they tied fall about his legs > 
then they placed a book upon his head, 
a-crofs on his breaH, and an incenfe-pot 
T at ^ ea ^* Two of them, after thefe 
Ml cert mo- preliminary good offices, read out of fome 
proper book of devotion, for two hours 
lucceffively, and during that interval, 
his other friends took care to provide for 
him a winding-fheet, a fliirt, and a pair 
of drawers of new cloth. When this 
was done, his fervants went on ffiore, in 
order to procure a decent place for his 
interment 5 but before they removed the 
corpfe, they read a fecond time over him, 
and concluded with a funeral dirge. As 
foon as the corpfe was landed on Ihore, 
they fliipt it j waffied his head firft, and 
then his whole body, which they placed 
upon a plank, and then put on his new 
ihirt and drawers ; when they had fo done, 
they furniflied him with a crofs, which 
hung down upon his breaH} and put a 
chaplet, or firing of beads, after that, in 
his right-hand, and in his left a taper. 
In the next place, they clapt philters, or 
fmall wads of linen, over his eyes, mouth, 
and ears, and laid his arms a-crofs ; this 
done, they wrapped him up in the flieet 
before-mentioned, and put him on a bier, 
which was covered with a carpet. From 
thence they carried his remains in procef- 
fion to the fummit of the hill, where a 
decent grave had been before dug for his 
deception, and there they began to fing 
and read once more j and when his 
aflociates had, one after another, faluted 
1)1$ forehead, they committed his body 
to the earth j and each of them flung a 
handful of fand into his grave j making 
ufe at the fame time of the fign of the 
crofs, and fome other petty ceremonies, 
according to the cuflom of their country. 
At length they filled up the grave with 
earth and Hones, and eredted a large 
wooden crofs at his head, and three fmall 
ones a-crofs, one over the other. After 
that they threw large Hones upon his grave, 
and Hrewed a fmall quantity of gun-pow- 
der all around it j not forgetting to place 
a taper likewife at the head. When thef? 


friendly offices were over, they each of 1703 
them kifled the higheft Hone, as they 
advanced in due form, and then burnt 
incenfe upon it, and fetting fire to the 
gun-powder, they prefented to all tlie 
company then prefent a fmall glafs of 
brandy. Every paffenger in our veflel, 
without exception, attended this funeral, 
nor could fome of the other merchants 
refrain from Hiedding a tear as a tefiimony 
of their relpcdt for one, who had fo lately 
appeared amongft them in his full bloom. 

The name of this gentleman was Peter 
Archangel, and his ufual place of abode 
was at Ifpahan, where his wife and chil- 
dren had lived for fome confiderablc time, 
impatient to fee him, and in hopes of his 
fafe return. This hill, which is parted 
from the refi, and furrounded with oaks, 
willows, and alder, trees, had here and 
there a rofe-tree in the bud ; and*had the 
foil proved fomewhat moifier, in all pro- 
bability, we had met with divers plants, as 
well as flowers : wc could not, however, 
go down to the village, becaufe the waters 
were out. The name of this mountain 
is Gorofoponoflkie, and is computed to be 
about 26 werfts diftant from Saratof. As nam “ c - 
we advanced farther, wc had fcveral 
profpc&s as agreeable as the mofl lively 
imagination can poflibly devife. On the 
fixteenth, we faw once more feveral Hecp 
mountains, which were crumbled away 
in divers places, extremely fandy, and 
full of fwallows nefls, from whence we 
faw a great number of them fly in and 
out. Here likewife the river abounds 
with iflandsj and at fome confiderable 
diflance we efpied the golden mountain, 
ailed Soloftogori, and feveral others, 
which were covered with verdure, and 
abounded with trees j and between two 
of them, we could perceive the fmall 
river called Doezinke, whofe waters flow R ; vfr o( 
to the north-wcH, and which is computed Dot2inke 
to be about 25 werfts from Saroegamis. s^gam;. 
Advancing Hill farther on our way, we 
met with a wood, which Hood between 
us and the hills, and partly in the water, 
where two vefiels had been caH away, 
when the waters of the river were at their 
hrgheH, but not broken to pieces. Here 
likewife we had a fight of fome fifliermen’s 

huts j 
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1^03 huts; and when night cache on, we pafled 
w~* by Saroegamis, a town which had beecv 
iioeg* 1 ® 1 *" ^ our y ears crc( aing, and was tlien confi* 

derably advanced. The place was mo- 
derately large, and Unrounded with a mud 
wall, in the completion whereof a great 
number of workman were at that time em* 
ployed. There were then near 400 
families, who came from Mofcow, in 
order to refidc there. The hill, whereon 
the town is eredted, is very lofty towards 
the river, deep and "exceedingly rocky, 
rW ,v„ On the left-hand, and below the town, 
tamufcLin- funs ^ r ; ver ^Ued Kamufchinka, whofc 

waters flow wefterly 1 and fprings, as we 
are informed, from the canal of Hoba, 
which falls into the (bb) Don, whofe 
waters empty themfelves into the lake ( cc) 
Moeotis, and divide (dd) Europe from 
Alia. According to fome accounts, we 
are told, that the Coffees, who redded on 
the banks of the Don, made it a conftant 
practice to come in boats upon the Wolga, 
and commit very great depredations in 
thofe parts, notwithflanding a confiderable 
number of men, well (killed in military 
affairs, were frequently difpatched in or- 
der to chaftize them for their infolent 
deportment: As all thefe precautions, 
however, proved ineffectual, this town was 
ereCted on p/urpofe to reftrain* them, 
There were ieveral workmen, moreover, 
very bufy in the erection of a kind of fort, 
with a mud wall round it, on the other fide 
of the river Kamufchinka. This building, 
however, was not carried on with that 
Vigour as it fhould be; as the workmen 
were incapable of withftanding the incle- 
mency of the weather. And it was for 
that reafon, and no pther, that his 
Czarian majefty declined his intention 
of digging a canal from this place into the 
fee) Black- fea. I went to take a furvey of 
this work; where I was informed, the 
original intention was to have ereCted this 
town, where the firft was begun ; but 
that it was wholly laid afide on account of 
the inclemency of the air. A refolution 
was likewife taken to make a dike from 
one mountain to the other, in order to 
intercept the courfe of the laft-mentioned 
river, and prevent its waters from falling 
into the Wolga ; that projeCl, however, 


was likewife laid afide, bccailfe the gates 1703 
of the fluices were incapable of bearing 
up againft the weight and violent prefifure 
of the Waters, which from time to time 
defeended from the mountains. Befides 
this, the foil which lay beneath the dream. 

Was fo ftony, and fo much of it was folid 
rock, that there was no poflibility of 
accomplifhing a penetration through it. 

The confideration of all thefe difficulties 
Were fuch a check upon the fyirits 
of the projector, that he lay under an 
indifpenfable obligation to defift from his 
undertaking; led, after all his toil and 
fatigue, his endeavours fhould prove al- 
together vain and ineffectual. 

We had reached thus far, not fo much 
through the affidance of our fails, as by 
the rapidity of the current, and the dint 
of our oars ; by virtue whereof, we ad- 
vanced on our way after the rate of 1 2 d 
Werds in a day, that is to fay, in four 
and fwenty hours. On the feveriteenth 
in the motning, we traverfed the river, 
called Bobloclca, which is go werds front V'', r ' v ” 
the laft town we pafled by, where we met 
with a dout veffel that belonged to his 
Czarian majedy, and Was on its paflage 
from Adracan. In this place I drew 
the profped which the reader Will find in 
the plate No. XXX. n. xxx. 

About eleven we had filch a violent fquall 
of wind from the hills, that We were obli- 
ged to double-man our oars ; artd notwith- 
standing all their united drength, it was 
with the utmod difficulty that we kept 
clear of the larboard- fhore : And after 
all our efforts, we were reduced to the 
neceffity of making ourfelvcs fad to fomc 
trees that were covered with water, at 
the foot of the mountains. Fair weather, 
however, coming on again, wc quitted 
our hold, and advanced dill forwards 
on our way as far as the ifland, which lay 
on the left of us, and was called Alinda n, i<u n < 
Loeka. The mountain runs out to fuch 
a degree in a point towards this ifland, 
that the paflage between them is extreme- 
ly narrow ; this place is computed to be 
thrcefcore werds from Zsritfa. Soon af- 
ter this, we were blown on the (hore by 
a fudden fquall of wind ; we were not 
long, however, before we got afloat again ; 
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1703 but the wind gathering ftill' farther 
Wr '*' ftrength, rather than abating, and the 
rain falling heavy likewife upon us, we 
deemed it moft advifeable to fhelter our* 
fclves under the lee of the hills, and once 
more make ourfelves faft to the trees. 
Having taken this precaution, we went 
a-fhorc in our boat, which it was impofli- 
blc to do in our veffel, and there made 
a good fire, in order to cook us fome vic- 
tuals. Whilft that ncceflary bufinefs 
was going forwards, I went up the hill 
in queft of flowers and plants ; but every 
thing there was perfe&ly burnt up and 
decayed ; but betides, the wind blew fo 
hard, that I could fcarce Hand againft it. 
Thereupon I made the belt of my way 
back again ; but on my return, I per- 
ceived a great number of butterflies, that 
had fettled themfelves on the withered 
herbs and plants, fome whereof were of a 
purple without, and a fpeckled grey with- 
in ; and others of fo many various, and 
fuch beautiful colours, that I took <the 
pains to catch them, and brought them 
(as curiofities) away with me. 

The weather continued ftill ftormy, 
and extremely cold, till about eight at 
night ; at which time the wind in fome 
meafure abated, and Ihifted its quarter 
in our favour. Whereupon, we imme- 
diately hoifted our fail, and by two in 
the morning we were advanced as far as 
The town t i lc town 0 f '/aritfa, where we tarried till 

•fZiiitfi. f . . 

break of day on the eighteenth; but 
moved forwards as foon as we faw the 
riling-fun. This town is fituate on _ a 
rifing ground, but not very high, is very 
fmall, and eretted in a fquare, with a wall 
that is flanked with towers. The fuburba 
indeed extend along the fhore, and run 
partly about the town ; its principal church 
is built with ftone ; but it was not finifhed 
when we faw it, the reft are all wooden- 
ones, and can hardly be difeerned. I took 
a prolpetft, however, of the place, as we 
pftfled by, which is hereto annexed in plate 
pi xx. 1 XXXI. It lies in the lat. of 48 deg. 23 
minutes. The woods from this place 
all along to Aftracan abound with liquo- 
rice, which has a ftalk that rifes three or 
•ri eifland j and the ifland of Serpin- 

cf Serpin- fke, which is 1 2 werfts in length, is not 


fhr diftant from Zaritfa. There Is a canal 1703 
of communication between the Don and '*•**<* 
the Wdga, which lies behind this ifland, 
and is not navigable, as I am informed, 
but called by the Ruffians Serpinfke as 
well as the ifland. Soon, after this, toe 
began to lofe fight of the mountains, and 
by ten o’clock we had advanced threefcore 
werfts from Zaritfa, having paffed by fe- 
veral iflands in our way. In the mean 
time the hills extended themfelves ftill 
farther and farther from us, up the coun- 
try called Tzeoogar, to which we had 
40 werfts as yet to-, fail, the river being 
here three or four werfts in breadth. Af- 
ter this, the wind blew direttly abaft, but 
fo very brifk, that it was with no fmall 
difficulty that we kept our veflfd from 
yawing either to one fide or the other, 
and from running aground. One of our 
boats fbruck with fuch violence againit 
our rudder, that we were obliged to cut 
her away, and let her fink. However, wc 
might have prevented that lofs, had wc 
been fo inclined ; for I had fcarce been out 
of her above, a minute or two, on account 
of a favourite fporting dog of mine that 
lay in her, which I removed into the 
other, on my obferving that fhe took, 
water, which was foimd and much better: 

Nay fotne of our paflengers had lain in 
her the night before, as there was no 
commodious reception for them in the 
vcflel itfclf. On the evening we were ad- 
vanced as fhr as the town of Tzenogar, Tj „ n 
which is 200 werfts diftant from Zaritfa j 
having failed at a great rate, as the wind 
flood perfe&ly fair for us all the preced- 
ing day. This town is about 300 werfls 
from Aftracan, and fituate on a hill upon 
the ftarboard-fhore. The firft thing we 
had a fight of, was a Corps de Garde, and 
of that but a very imperfect one, as we 
could difeern no more of it than the roof, 
or top of it 5 and on the other fide, there 
was another built with wood, in the form 
of a lantborn. The town itfelf is very 
fmall, and furrounded with a wooden- 
wall only, but defended, indeed, wich 
towers ; it has nothing, however, remark- 
able within, and nothing but a few petty, 
infignificant houfes, or hutches without. 

The Ruffians amongft us feemed very 

de- 
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***** {tribute, as well as I could perceive, their 
voluntary benefactions ampngft the goof, 
people of the place j but the wind Blow- 
ing exceflively hard, and the current run- 
ning with fuch a prodigious rapidity, the 
veffel, before they were- aware, fhot, 
like an arrow frMR a bow, fome confide- 
rable way-beyona tfte town ; and we were 
ohj|ged to come to anchor; our cable, 
however, proving too weak to with (hand 
the fqyall and the effort of the dream 
together, it broke, and we ran a-drift. 
This misfortuue f very plainly forefaw, 
and advifed our hands on board, accord- 
ingly to take down their fails fome time 
before we arrived at the town, and to ply 
only their oars j but as they would not 
hearken to nay advice, and as the (hore 
was very deep, they were under an abfo- 
tote neceflity of getting into the wat^r, 
•and with hawlers to hale the veffel on 
fhore: at which time, they took the 
boat, and went back to the town, whilft 
we tarried under the lee of the hills. I 
made one amongft the number, but as it. 
was fomewhat late before we got thither ; 

. . the foldiers. and inhabitants of the place 
would not admit us, but (hut the gatgj, 
for fafety fake u*pon us. However, they 
were fo humane as to offer us beer, bread, 
milk and eggs, in cafe we were inclined 
to purchafe fuch provifions. When we 
. were all returned to the veffels, ftrict 
fcarch was made for our anchor, but all 
to no*purpofe ; in the morning, indeed, 
upon a repeated Cearph we happily found 
it. This town is inhabited principal- 
ly by foldiers, who are planted there, 
in order to withstand the -too frequent 
infults and outrages of the Cuhmuc 
Tartars, who fometimes come clan- 
deftinely, and not only carry off what 
cattle they find in their way, but fcour the 
country as far as Samara itfelf. On the 
nineteenth, as the wind Jat diredtly again ft 
us, we plied our oars ; and whilft we 
were rowing along, we had fight of feve- 
ral fteep hills, which were green at top, 
but fandy about the Tides \ and in this 
place the river was about a werft 'broad. 
F rom thence we (leered our courfe to a 
grand wear, or fifiiery, which was about 


fourfeore werfts from Tzenogar. Tins 1 703 
wear, which the Ruffians call Ka(lar(kie, 
abounds with fine fi(b of divers kinds ; Th- 
here likewife we perceived a gulph, which 
the river Wolga had formed by its infringe- 
ment on the adjacent lands. When we 
had advanced 125 werfts on our way, we 
came at night to an anchor ; at break of 
day, however, we weighed her again, 
and on the twentieth proceeded on our 
voyage : As {he wind Hood very fair for 
us, we reached within a hundred werfts 
of Aftracan, by tyvclve o’clock. There 
we doubled a point, in which place the 
river winds round with fuch a rapid 
courfe, that veffels are frequently loft in the 
whirl-pool ; the water there being forty fa- 
thom deep. As we advanced (till farther on, 
we faw a great number of ducks, and an 
illand likewife, which was ten werfts in 
length, in a kind of reach, where the 
river is very wide. There was a guard of 
about thirty foldiers, at the point of this 
little iftand, who had three or four 
cabbins to fit in, and (belter them from 
the inclemencies of the weather, where 
they (top all veffels that offer to pafs by 
them without their permiftion. Whilft we 
were here, we faw on the oppofite-fide, 
two barks that came from Aftracan, but 
the foldiers, obferving that they were 
making off, got directly into .a boat and 
failed after them. There were two veffels 
riding at anchor here, bound for Cafan, 
bcfidesoursj however, weVere detained 
no longer than an hour $ and when we 
were got at a fmali diftance forwards, 
we faw feveral hills, that extend them- 
felvcs as far as Aftracan. By feven o’ 
clock, we were advanced within twenty- 
two werfts of that city } and in about an 
hour after that, wc faw a ftout veffel on 
(hore, which had been partly broke in 
pieces, notwithftanding there were feveral 
perfons ftill on board. Not long afterthe 
fight of that veffel in diftrefs, we difeerned 
at fome diftance the church of Suboor, 
which is a very large one j and by about 
eleven that fame night we arrived at Af- 
tracan, which is 2000 werfts, or 400 
-German leagues from Mofcow. Cafan 
ftand.s much about tbe mid-way. 
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Occajional Remarks on the preceding 'Chapter. 


A' 

{a) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. t. 

(b) Wolga, fee p. 28. n ./. 

(c) Aftracan, fee p. 62. n. i. 

(d) Ifpahan, fee p. 109. 

(e) Holland, fee p. 76- n. c. 

(f) Kolomna, fee p. 61. n. c. 

(g) Molka River, fee p. 47. n. a. * 

(b) Ruflia, or Mofcovy, fee p. 7. n. c. 

(/) Veronis, fee the author’s defeription of 
it, in p. 92. and fcq. 

(k) Occa- river, fee p. 61. n. d. 

« 

(l) Crim Tartary, fee p. 68. n. dd. 

(m) Mofcovy, or Ruflia, fee p. 7. n. c. 

(n) Nili Novogorod, fee p. 6i. n./. 

(0) Cafan, fee p. 62. n. b. 

(p) Ref|n, or Rezan, fee p. 70. n. ss. 

(q) Holland, fee p. 56. n. r. 

(r) Leyden, cart longitude 4. latitude 52. 
12. a city of the United Provinces, in the 
province of Holland, • fituate on the old chan- 
nel of the Rhine, near the fouth end of the 
lake, called Harlem-meer, 4 miles ead of the 
Ocean, and 20 miles fouth of Amftcrdam. It 
is one of the molt elegant cities in Holland, 
and the larged next to Amderdam wd Rot- 
terdam •, but the air is bad, occafionea by the 
dagnauon of the waters of the Rhine, part where- 
of form Harlem-meer, and the red have found 
new channels, which go under th’e names of the 
Waal and the Lech. Thofc that have viewed 
this city nicely, have obferved, that there are 
in it thirty iflands, twenty- four canals, one 
hundred and eighty flrects, and ninety- 
five bridges. There are feveral great hofpltals, 
and an univerfity, confiding of two thoufand 
dudents •, but there are only two colleges, mod 
of the lads boarding in the town, and wear- 


ing no didinguifhing habits j and as they have 
no exhibitions, whild ttfey are fcholars} fo nei- 
ther do they expeft any fellowlhips, when they 
have taken their degrees. The fchools confid 
of a large pile of brick building, three do- 
ries high i in the uppermofl whereof the inge- 
nious Elzevir had his printing-room. Adjoin- 
ing to this fchool is a phyfic- garden, where 
the profeffors of botany read lectures. Their 
profeflors never wear gowns but at lectures, 
and when they prefide at public deputations. 
Their library is in great edeem for its manu- 
feripts ; and their anatomy-theatre is faid to 
exceed that of Padua, and Surgeons-Hall in 
London, having a greater variety of fkeletons 
and mummies of all kinds. There is a con- 
fiderable woollen manufacture in Leyden. 

*/ 

(r) Hague, or Graven Hague, i. e. the 
Earl’s-Grove, ead longitude, 4 latitude 52. 
10. a town of the United Provinces, in the 
province of Holland, fituate two miles ead of 
the fea, 14 miles north-wed of Rotterdam, 
and 9 miles fouth-wed of Leyden, encompaf- 
fed with fine meadows and groves, but no 
walls, and therefore edeemed a village, but- 
ane of the larged and mod^elegant in Europe, 
and enjoys all the privileges of a city of Hol- 
land, except that of fending reprefentatives 
to the dates. But here the dates of the pro- 
vince of Holland, and the dates-general affem- 
ble, as well as the council of date, and their 
fupreme courts of judicej and here foreign mi- 
nifters are admitted to audience, and $11 pub- 
lic affairs tranfaclcd j and here is a palace, 
in which there was • an 'apartment for the 
princes of Orange, when dadtholders ; the 
chambers of the dates-general, and provincial, 
and of the council of Aate. On the wed 
of the palace is a large area, furrounded by 
good houfes, and planted with fine walks of 
trees, which make it fometimes to be com- 
pared to St. James Park ; and here every city 
of the United Provinces has a houfe for their 
refpeftive deputies. But notwithftanding the 
place is very populous, and there is fo great a 
refort of people of figure here, they have bqt 
two churches in it. On the north-fide of th« 
Hague is a walk, planted with lime-trees, 
two miles long, extending to the village of 
Scheveling, by the fea-fide. 


(*) A- 
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1703 (0 Afoph, fee p. 51. n. b. 

. (u) Nifen, Nifna, Nifi Novogorod, fee p. 

61. n. /. 

(uu) Cafpian Sea, fee p. 66. n. q. 

(x) Afia, is fituate between 25 and 148 
degrees of eaftern longitude, and between the 
Eqhator and 72 degrees of north latitude, 
and bounded by the Frozen Ocean on the north ; 
by the Pacific Ocearf on the eaft 1 by the Indian 
Ocean on the (outh ; and feparated from Africa 
by the Red-Sea on the fouth-weft, and by the 
Archipelago, the Ruxine-fea, &c. which fepa- 
rate it -from Europe on the north-weft. This 
quarter alfo is thrown into three divifions, 
viz. I. The empire of China, Chinefian Tar- 
tary, and the Oriental iflands on the eaft. II. 
India, Ulbec Tartary, Calmuc Tartary, and 
Silvia in the middle. III. Perfia, Arabia, 
Aftracan, and Circaflian Tar wry, and Turky 
in Afia on the weft} the whole being 4,800 
miles in length from eaft to weft, and 4300 in 
breadth from north to fouth. 

(y) 'Tartary, fee p. 1 8. n. i. 

(as) Bulgar, fee p. 70. n. pp. 

• 

(aa) Siberia, fee p. 1 7. n. b. 

[lb) The Don, or Tanais, fee p. 62. n. /. 

(a) The Meotis, fee p. 102. n./. 

(dd) Europe, is fituate between 36 and 72 
degrees of north latitude, and between 10 
degrees weft } and 65 degrees of eaftern longi- 
tude, being about 3000 miles long from 
north to fouth, and 2500 miles broad from 
eaft to weft ; bounded by the frozen ocean 
part of the Atlantic on the north, and by Afia 
on the eaft, by the Mediterranean fea, which 
feparates it from Africa, on the fouth, and 
by another pvt of the Atlantic ocean on the 


weft. — It is thrown into three grand div,fton$, 1703 
viz. * I. The north, or upper divifion, con- wvw 
filling of 1. Rullia or Mol'covy, 2. Sweden, 

3. Denmark and Norway", and 4. the iflands 
of Britain, Iceland, Greenland, and tliofe ot 
the Baltic. II. The middle divifion which 
confifts of, 1. Poland, 2. Germany, and the 
hereditary dominions of the houfe of Auftria 
contiguous to it, 3. the Low Countries, or Ne- 
therlands, 4. France with its late conqucft 
and acquifitions on the Rhine. — 111 . The fou- 
thern divifion, which comprehends, 1. Tuiky 
in Europe (the antient Greece chiefly) the 
tributary provinces of Moldavia, Walachia, the 
Crim and lefler Tartary, 2. Switzerland, with 
the garrifons and the reft of their allies and 
fubjedls, 3. Italy, Spain, and Portugal, and 

4. the iflandS of the Mediterranean, confifl.ing 
of thole in the Archipelago, Sicily, Sardi- 
nia, Corfica, Majorca and Ivica. 

• 

(ee) Black-fea or Euxine-fea, which lies be- 
tween Europe- and Afia, being bounded by 
Tartary on the north } by Circalfia, Mingrelia, 
and Georgia towards the eaft •, by Natolia, or 
thqlefler Afia on the fouth } and by Romania, 

Bulgaria and Beffarabi ^towards the weft ; ex- 
tending from the 29th degree of eaft longitude 
to the 44th, and from the 4 2d to the 46th de- 
gree of north latitude, entirely furrounded by the 
Grand Signior's dominions, “who ■ enjoys the 
foie navigation of it, but difturbed fometimes 
by the excurfions of the Coflacs, who ifliie out 
of the mouth of the Borifthenes, and commit 
great ravages on the coafts of Turky. The 
Ruffians did attempt to eftablilh a navigation 
on this fea, but have been obliged by late 
treaties to deliver up all the fortrefles they had 
eredted on the coafts of the Euxine, and aban- 
don this navigation. It is reckoned a tern- 
peftuous fea by the Turks, from whence it is 
faid to have obtained the name of the Black- 
fea; and there are not many good harbours 
in it. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

A Defcription of (a) Afiracan. • The Situation of the Gardens. 
■ there. A profufion of Fijh. 'The manner of Living among the 

Tartars. 


The at^j 
thor’a arri- 
val at Af- 


VTO fooner were -we landed, but- 
_L\f every thing we had was immedi- 
ately fear died, my baggage only except- 
ed. The firft ftep I took Waf to wait on 
the governor of the place, whofe name 
was Timafe JoanOwitz Urfoffkie, into 
whofe hands I delivered my two paffports, 
with a letter from the Knez Boris Alexe- 
witz, who received me in the moft cour- 
teous manner. No fooner had he peru- 
fed my credentials, but he gave me an 
invitation to refide Ll his houfe, and wrfnt 
for nothing there aunng my intended Hay 
in the place. I returned him many 
thanks for thofe unexpected teftimonies 
of his relpeCt { but intimated to him the 
obligations I lay under to my Armenian 
fellow-travellers 5 whofe language I per- 
fectly underftood, and m whofe company, 
I propofed to putfue my intended journey 
into (b) Perlia; vVith this reafortable ex- 
cufe he appeared very well fatisfied, and 
fent my baggage, without the leaft fearch, 
or examination, and gave orders for its 
being carried direCtly to the Caravanferai 
belonging to the Armenians, where I 
lodged, as I have hinted before, With on£ 
Mr. Jacob Davicdof. In lefs than an 
hour after we had dined, the governor 
very obligingly fent eight or ten of his 
domeftics to us with a prefent of the fol- 
lowing refrclhments } namely, a cag of 
choice brandy, a large copper-vafe, neatly 
tinned, full of red- wine, and two oth|fs 
mych of the fame fize and form, full of 
fof&d knd ftrong beerj four large loaves, 
two geefe, and about ten or a dozen 
pullets. No fooner were thefe attendants 
of the governor difmiflcd, with ^ fmall 
prefent in return, according to my con- 


Is cour- 
teously re- 
ceived by 
the gover- 
nor. 


flant cuftom on the like occafions, but 
two foldicrs came to keep guard at my 
door, Who were to be relieved once a week. 
A Ruffian enfign was, moreover, lent 
to me, who underftood the German lan- 
guage tolerably Well, to attend the Where- 
ever I plea fed fo go, and aCt for mefln 
the capacity of an interpreter. Much 
about that time, the governor had received 
advice, that the fort of Neyen had beep 
taken by his Czarian majefjy on the fecond 
of May then laft paft ; and that he found, 
after the aflault, fourfeore pieces of can- 
non, eight mortars, and a . gafrifon of 
Swedilli foldier* amounting to between 
three and four thonfand men, to whom, 
like a generous victor, he had given 
their freedom, inftead of making them 
captives. 

I took a tour gbout the city, which is 
fituate on the eaft of the Wolga, in the 
antietit Scythia; notwithftanding at pre- 
fent the whble trad of land between the 
Wolga, the Jaika, and the Cafpian-Sea, 
is called Nojaij'a, and the country in gene- 
ral, the kingdom ef Aftracan, from ti e 
metropolitan city of that name; whieft 
lies iff the Afiatic Tartary, on the frontiers 
of Ruffia, and on the prigcipal branch 
of the river Wolga, which, at a few leagues 
diftance from thence, difeharges its waters* 
into the Cafpian-Sea ; of which we ftiall 
treat more largely in its proper place. 

This city ftands in 46 degrees 22 min. 
of northern latitude, in a fmall ifland, 
commonly called Dolgoi, which is formed 
by a little narrow river that may be plain- 
ly difeerned from dhe of the towers. The 
moft fertile foil in the parts adjacent lies 
eaftward leading to and proceeding as far 


The foit »,f 
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The city 
gates. 


as the Jaika before- mentioned : There 
is a large heath to the weftward, which 
we were informed was no lefs than 70 
leagues in length, and extended itfelf to- 
wards the Black-Sea, and feveral leagues, 
tho’ not fo many, towards the Cafpian. 
The fait here is extremely fine, and is 
conveyed from hence all over his Czarian 
majedy’s dominions. 

This city has a drong done-wall, at 
lead a league in circumference, and ten 
feveral gttes for its fecurity and defence. 
I went out through that called St. Nicho- 
las, or the Nikoolfke-Warate, and follow- 
ed the river upwards in order to walk 
round it. From thence 1 went to the 
Red-Gate, or that called Krafnie Warate, 
in the higheft, and mod elevated part of 
the town. From thence I deered my 
courfe into the country, till I came to 
the Granary- Gate, or that called Gietne- 
Warate, which was (hut up indeed, 
but then there was another leading into the 
citadel, through which there is a free 
paffage. This lad- mentioned Warate is 
likewife furrounded with a done- wall, 
norwithdanding it dands without the 
enclofure of the city. From thence I 
proceeded to the Motfagotfkic Warate, 
near which, at fomc confiderable didance 
from the town, there is a wooden gate, 
which is not reckoned as one of the city 
Warates. This is the gate of the Tartars, 
who have their refidence on that fide j 
and a Rnflian guard is always fet there. 
After this I came to the gate called Refol- 
tifine and foon afterwards to another 
called Wifnefenfke, between which there 
are two towers in the walls, which dand 
300 paces at lead didant from each other. 
From thence we turned down towards the 
river, in order to go to the gate called 
Spafkia, and from that to another called 
Ifadnie, without which arc feveral diffe- 
rent markets for fifh, bread, herbs, &c. 
At fome didancc from thefe two lad- 
mentioned gates dands another tower, and 
at fomc fmall didance from that the gate 
culled Garenlkie, and without that, but not 
far from it, is the wood-market, and a 
particular fpot of ground allotted for the 
bakers, who are not permitted to follow 
their occupations within the town. From 


this lad gate we went to that called Ra- 
batfkie, and paffed by another tower 
which dands in the Mid- way between 
this gate and the former. Six of the ten 
gates are fituate on the river, two whereof 
appertain to the citadel, which conditutes 
one part of the town- wall } and it has a 
third likewife, which they call Piicllmil- 
kinfke, or the Clean- gate, which leads 
into the city over againd the Bazar, or 
High-dreet, called Bolsjanlitz, where the 
Ruffians and Armenians have very large 
and commodious fliops. 

As we went through this gate, in order 
to go into the citadel, we had on the 
left-hand of us, thechurch ofSaboor, which 
had been begun five years before we faw 
it, and was created at the foie expence 
of the archbifhop, or metropolitan, whofe 
name was Samfon. This right reverend 
prelate has his peculiar privileges over the 
inferior clergy, and a fpiritual-court, or 
offidfc under his own jurifdidion : he is alfo 
the metropolitan of Tirk, a city, under 
his Czarian majedy’s power and authority, 
on this fide the Cafpian-Sca, fituate on the 
mountains of Circaffia, and didant from 
Adracan about 700 werds. 

Whild the workmen were employed in the 
erection of the dome of this church, one 
part of it, through a cafual defed in the 
foundation, fell down to the ground ; and 
whild we were there, they were bufy in 
building five fmall deeples, each with a 
dome, and on each they propofed to have 
acrofs. The church is fquarc, and in 
circumference about 200 paces. The 
front is 67 in breadth, and the tides 47 
in length. As to the hack part of ir, it 
dands partly upon the wall belonging to 
the metropolitan palace, which is the mod 
magnificent drudure in the whole town, 
as well as of the larged extent } and the 
whole is built with flone. At fome fmall 
didance from thence, and in the fined 
part of the fpace within the citadel, dands 
the governor’s palace : this, however, is a 
wooden drudure, and furrounded with 
a wooden- wall of its own. It has two 
gates likewife, one forwards, and the other 
backwards ; and the court- chapel dands 
without the enceint, or inclofure of this 
palace. Between the Fore-gate, wheie 
L 1 dands 
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1^03 (lands always a guard, and the governor’s 
palace, there is a fine, fpacious yard, and 
the inclofure of the court is called Iwan 
Bogafloof. In this palace, there are feve- 
ral very commodious apartments, very 
light, and perfectly pleafant ; but more 
particularly- a very large and lofty falori, 
with delightful profpedts on every fide. 
At the Citadel- gate, which is well- moun- 
ted with artillery, there is a con (Ian t guard. 
At the entrance into it, on the right-hand, 
(lands their chancery, which is built with 
(lone, and has feveral apartments in it, 
and in the chamber belonging to the 
governor there is a table covered with a 
l'carlet carpet. 

The church The mod remarkable church next to 
C. W,C that of the Saboor, is the Ifdwiefinje, 
which is a brick-building, but plaiAercd 
all over. Its dome is gilt, and fo is its 
crofs, which is three fathom long; that 
below it is painted green ; and fo are the 
others belonging to the fteeple. All.the 
reft of the churches are wooden ftrudturcs ; 
fo likewife are the two convents, called 
the Troyts, and the Petenfkie, which is 
peculiarly appropriated to the fcrviceofthe 
fair fex. 

Tin T.iri.r- In the morning, you maybe fupplied 
"‘•*‘ Uct - w iih all manner of neceffaries at the Tar- 
tar- market, or Bazar ; where the Arme- 
nians as well as the Ruffians have the 
privilege of expofing their refipeflive 
merchandizes to open fale; this market, 
however, is over ty noon in the after- 
noon, the Ruffians have their market, to 
which the Armenians likewife are admit- 
ted. As to the Indians ; they arc obliged 
to tranfadl their affairs in their Caravan- 
ferai. 

As to the (Ircets of the city, they are 
Their toetti. ^ narrow . atu \ though they are well 

enough to walk in, when the weather is 
fair and dry, yet they are almoft impaffa- 
ble when it is wet and dirty; and the rea- 
fon is, btcaufe the foil is extremely fat, 
and abounds with fait ; and the ground 
for the fame reafon is whitilh, when it is 
dry. 

IL £ 0VC,n ~ The city is under the direction of the 
’ mm ‘ governor and three Burgo-maffers ; the 
firft of whom is principal of the town- 
houfe ; the lccond has the Kabbacs, or 


publlc-houfes, where they fell wines, 1703 
mead, and beer, under his infpection; 
and the third has his majefty’s fifoery un- • 
der his peculiar care. 

Beyond the river, and without the city- 
walls, (lands the convent of Ivan, which is 
a curious (lone ftructure, befides two 
other cloyfters, and divers flabodes, or 
fuburbs, the principal whereof is that for 
the peculiar refidence of the foldiers, 
which lies to the eaftward of the city, 
and runs all along the river called Koetoe- 
mc, which difeharges its waters into the 
Wolga. 

His majefty’s (hips lie all along that 
called the Baida, over-againft the city. 

Thofe, however, which are called the 
Cafanfe and the Stepielewe, are for any 
people whomfoever without diftindion. 

The llabode for the Tartars is feparated 
from all the others, and built for the gene- 
rality with earth only, and clay hardened 
by the fun j where they refide during the 
Winter-feafoii, but when it is Summer- 
time, they live in the open country. It 
was not above twelve months before 
we came there ; that one half of the city 
was unhappily reduced to affies; and a * 
great many ruins were then fubfifting; 
there were, however, when we faw them, 
a great number of hands employed in re- 
building, and reftoring that part to its 
priftine ftate. 

Having thus gratified my curiofity in 
a great meafure, I made my applications 
to the governor for his licence to take 
what draughts of the place I thought pro- 
per, who granted my requeft without the 
lead hefitation. Whereupon I went upon 
the water, in a fmall bark with oars ; 
but I found the ftream too rapid for 
anfwering the end propofed, upon which 
the governor was fo indulgent as to fur- 
nifh me with a larger veffel, that could 
ride at anchor ; but as it happened at that 
time to be dark and rainy weather, I was 
obliged to poflpone my defign to a more 
favourable opportunity. The city, to my 
thinking, made the handfomeft appearance 
from that fide where the (hips lay ; and 
I took the profpedt thereof from thence 
accordingly, as the reader may fee by the x 
Plate No. XXXII annexe ; where each par- 
ti- 
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1703 ticular is diftinguiffied by their proper 
figures ; as for inftapce. ( 1 ) The convent 
oflwan or St. John. (2) That of the 
Afcenfion of our Lord, called theWiefnif- 
fenlkie. (3) The gate thereof, called the 
Wiefnificnikie Warate. (4) The church 
ofSmolenfke, (5) The convent or cloyfter 
of JefusChrift in fwadling clothes, cal- 
led the Spafk ^lonaftir. (6) The church 
of Arisjetwa. (7) The T'own-hall, called 
the Amoafna. (8) The church of the 
Annunciation, called the Dwiefi-ins jet- 
firko. (9) The gate of the Kabbac. (jo) 
The citadel, the enclofure whereof com- 
mences in the town, called the Krpml. 
(11) The ftecple, or Klocknitfe. (12) 
The Clock-tower, or the Siafloeni. 
(13) The Metropolitan Church, or the 
Saboor. ( 14) The convent of Troyts. (15) 
St. Nicholas’s Gate. (16) The governor’s 
palace. (17) The church called Iwan 
Bagafloef, in commemoration of a favou- 
rite Saint. (18) The church of Chrift in 
fwadling clothes, called Wofkriffinie Sirko. 
(19) The Red Gate, which was the far- 
theft advanced towards the river on the 
fide of the Cafpian-fea. (20) The river 
• Wolga, on the other fide whereof rode 
the (hips that were over againft the city 5 
two whereof were a-ground, and all the 
reft perfectly rotten, and of no fcrvice, 
through the mifmanagement of one cap- 
tain Meyer, a native of Hamburgh. There 
were fifteen other fibips that lay a little 
higher, and came there that year from 
(c) Cafan. 

In this part, there are abundance of 
cibbeti. gibbets erected, as there are numbers 
likewife on the other fide of the town, 
cn each of which hung no lefs than fix 
Coffacs, perfectly naked, whofe clothes 
had been fold at market by the Ruffians, 
who had ftript them : each of their car- 
cafes had been fo long broiled by the heat of 
the fun, that they were as black as pitch, 
and very (hocking to behold. Thofe, 
however, who had been hung up nearer 
the city had been fecretly conveyed away 
by their refpective friends. Thefe laft, 
who had been joined by fome rebels and • 
deferters from Aftracan, had ported them- 
felvcs at a certain place called Gargan, 
on a river from whence it derives its name, 


with three pieces of cannon, and two 
colours. Here they were befieged, and 
obliged to furrend;r at diicretion, after a 
very vigorous defence for about fourteen 
days. The day of this furrendcr was on 
the 10th of Auguft 1702. The greater 
part of them were hanged on the bonders 
of Ruffia, where they had' been molt 
guilty of their invafions ; there were others, 
that underwent the fame execution at 
Aftracan } befidcs 30 of the principals, or 
ring-leaders, who were conveyed to Mof- 
cow, and all of -them either hanged or 
beheaded. As to their wives and children, 
they were all fent to Cafan. 

The prince, or Kncz Aldrigc Chan Bo- 
latuwitz, who was a Circaffian, was pre- 
fent upon this expedition, with 400 of 
his Tartars} and one Mr. Wigne, a native 
of Swedeland, was there likewife with a 
thoufand Ruffians, of whom he was com- 
mander in chief} and 500 Strelfes were 
joined to them. Mr. Wigne’s regiment 
had four pieces of cannon, and two mor- 
tars } and the Strelfes had indeed eight 
pieces of cannon, but then they came too 
late to be of any fcrvice. Mr. Wigne 
proterted, in my company, that during the 
whole courfe of the fiege, he heard in 
the dead of the night, the howling of 
4 or 500 jackalls, or wild dogs, which 
made the moft hideous noife that could 
poffibly be conceived } and yet after the 
place was furrendered, there was not a 
Angle dog to be feen or heard. 

The troops that were then in garrifon 
at Aftracan, were Mr. Wigne’s regiment 
of 1000 men, cxclufivc of the officers} 
namely, the colonel, 2 majors, 5 captains, 
10 lieutenants, and ten enfigns} the fer- 
jeants and corporals being included in the 
number of the common foldiers: 600 Mof- 
covite Strelfes, who were commanded by 
6 captains and 1 2 fer jeants } three other 
regiments of Strelfes, who were natives of 
the country, and confifted of 300 men 
each, under the command of a colonel and 
three captains, or ftolnics } two regiments 
of horfe, each confiding of 500 Ruflians 
and natives of this city } amounting in the 
whole to 3500 men. Mr. Wigne’s regi- 
ment had 13 pieces of cannon, and the 
reft more or lefs in proportion. 
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FI. XXXJI1 


All forts of provifions, except wheat, 
are very plentiful in this country, and 
brought here from Cafan, and other places j 
but more particularly filh, of which the 
Baloega, as it is here called, is in greateft 
efteem ; and fome of them are two fathoms 
at leaf! in length. 

The Strelet is about an ell long, and 
notwithftanding you may purchafe one 
here for two-pence or three-pence; yet 
in Mofcow, a fingle one will fell for 6 or 7 
rubles; and, in fhort, it is the belt filh 
that Ruflia can boaft of. It is generally 
died much after the fame manner as the 
Germans do falmon, and it muft be allow- 
ed to be a delicious diib. There are two 
forts of them ; one has a much longer beak 
than the other; but for the generality, it 
bears the rcfetnblance of a ilurgeon, as 
the reader may fee in the Plate annexed 
No. XXXIII. 


I purchafed two of them that had 
been dried in order to keep. The Sive- 
roeks differ very little from a Sturgeon, 
which they call an AfTetrine ; and Cavear 
is compofed of the Beloeges, the Aden ines 
and the Sevroefmcs, and from hence are 
exported to all parts of the world. They 
have likewife another very fine fifh, called 
another fine by them the Soedak, which is generally 
dteft as the Melwcll or Stock- fifh. They 
have, moreover, great quantities of Pike 
and Perch, a fifh not unlike a Herring, 
and divers others. The larged of thofi; 
that arc the lead valuable are the Modie- 
nes, with large heads. 

The fidi-market is full twice every day, 
that is to fay, in the morning, and again 
at night : and the Wolga yields fuch a 
profufion of them, that what they have 
not a laic for is given to the hogs. Tho’ 
bread is not an excefllvc dear commodity, 
they will give the common- people three or 
four fidi, a foot in length, for a fingle (lice 
of it. As to Bream and Carp, they have 
plenty of them likewife. In a word, 
one may purchafe of fome of the filher- 
men who live in the fuburbs, a Sevcrock, 
which is as large as a cod, for five-pence 
or fix-pence ; and from thence the reader 
may form a tolerable idea of the price of 
fifh in general. Befidcs thefe, they have 


afmall round fifh, of the breadth of about 
four inches only, and long in proportion, 
which they call a Viaenie. Thefe are 
for the generality to be met with in pits, 
near the mouth of a fmall river ; numbers 
whereof, I have taken myfelf in a fieve, 
and of various forts ; fome of them I pre- 
ferved in fpirits, together with fcveral fmall 
Soedaks, and there were divers others that 
I would have preferved likewife had they 
been fmaller. 

There are no lefs than 40 or 50 Arme- 
nian families in and about this city, who 
keep large fhops, as I have obferved be- 
fore. The Indians refide in their Cara- 
vanferai, where they carryon their refpec- 
tive avocations ; and are as numerous as 
the Armenians, but what is very re- 
markable they have no women amongft 
them. 

This Caravanferai of theirs is mode- 
rately large, and furrounded by a fquare 
ftone-wall which has feveral gates, at 
the two principal whereof there arc al- 
ways guards, and all of them in general 
are fhut up at a Rated hour of the night. 
The Armenian merchants, who only go 
backwards and forwards, take up their 
quarters here likewife; and here it was 
that I refided with them : and there are 
fome of them, indeed, who live and keep 
open fhop there for a conflancy, where 
they have chans, orfeparate apartments for 
themfelves. 

That Caravanferai that is fet apart for 
the fervice of paffengers and travellers, is 
two Rories high, and built with galleries ; 
on the one fide ; and that for the Indians 
on the other is all compofed of wood ; 
but they have lately erected for them- 
felves a ftone-ware-houfe for fear of fire. 
This firu&ure is about forty foot fquare. 
And the Armenians are following their 
example; for when I was there the 
foundation of theirs was raifed about fix 
foot. 

I had not been long refident in this 
city before the deputy-governor, or his 
majefty’s lieutenant, whofe name was 
Mekiete Ivanowitz Apcochtcmo fent a 
fpecial meflenger to inform me, that he 
wanted to have fome convention with 
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1703 me. Accordingly I paid him a vifit the 
very next day, and I was fo fortunate as 
to meet there with the governor and all 
his family, with Several ladies all dreft in 
German habits, who were juft taking 
their leave, and their coaches were wait- 
ing for them in the court-yard. I 
was received it? a courteous manner ; 
' and after I hjd been entertained with 
brandy and beer, the governor was plcafed 
to fay, that I had not only been recom- 
mended to him by the Knez Bories, but 
by the Czar himfelf; and then addrefiing 
himfelf to me ; Sir, faid he, “ I (hall be 
“ glad to fee you every day, and let me 
“ know wherein I can oblige you.” I 
returned him many thanks, and in a few 
minutes after he took his leave. As foon 
as he was gone, the deputy-governor car- 
ried me and my fellow-traveller Mr. 
Jacob Daviedof, into another room, and 
entertained us with fome Perfian re- 
frediments, and deported himfelf in fuch a 
courteous and complai&nt manner, as is 
quite natural to him. 

rheir gar- M«ft of the gardens which lie round 

^ about the city abound with vines and 
* fruit-trees; but more particularly, they 
have plenty of apples, pears, plums, and 
apricots ; which are none of the bed in- 
deed that I have ever ttfted. 

The Water-Melons, however, which 
' they have here are more, delicious than 
even thofe in Perfia. 

. They feldom or never let their vines 

fheir vine- * , t 

r* rd*. grow above fix feet high ; for then they 

prune them to prevent their growth, and 
fafte* them to proper poles. Their 
Grapes are moderately lal^e, and either 
perfectly black, or of a purple colour, 
as I was informed ; for I was not there 
at the feafon - ; when they are ripe, fuch as 
grow in the gardens cf private perfon?, 
whether Armenians or others, of which 
there are no great numbers, are frequently 
expofed to public fale ; but wine is made 
of all fuch grapes as grow in the vineyards, 
which principally belong to his Czarian 
majefty, who receives all the profits arifing 
from them. 

Thefe wines when made, are red, and 
veiy palatable ; the foil is very fjndy ; 
and as they have fprings there in plenty, 


they frequently fink pits in their gardens, 1703 
and furniih them with water by fubter- 
raneous pipes. And from thefe pits they 
draw up what water is from time to time 
wanted, with a large wheel, whereto pro- 
per buckets are faftened, which throw it 
into wooden- gutters, or fpouts, from 
whence it is diftributed, juft as they think 
moft proper, throughout the garden ; and 
one Angle camel is ftrong enongh to turn 
all the wheels. Thefe vineyards, or gar- 
dens, are at the ^iftance of two or three 
werfts from the city ; and the number of 
them daily encreafes ; and as they are 
open, they have what they call Guerits, 
or watch-houfes, at proper diftances, 
where Gentries are placed, to take care that 
no paffengers (hall make too free with the 
grapes, when they are ripe, and fit for ufc. 

It is above a century ago, fince they were 
firft cultivated, and as I am credibly in- 
formed,' they were brought to perfection 
by’feveral Perfian merchants, who had 
brought fome choice (lips from their own 
country for that important purpofe. 

I had not been many days refident rt,t * u,hor 

J J pays, a vmc 

in this city, before I went, in perfon, to ,0 ,l,e Per - 

r € ~ F . fian atnbaf- 

pay my refpects to Mr. Serochcn Beek, odor, 
who was intended by the king of Perfia 
to be fent in the capacity of his ambaffador 
to the Swedilh court ; but as his Czarian 
majefty happened at that very jun&ure to 
be engaged in an open war with the king 
of Sweden, he was not only refilled a 
paffage through the Czar's dominions; 
but by his orders was put under an arreft; 
infomuch that he had refided in (d) 
Mufcovy for near three years fuccdfively. 

He had about threelcore perfqns in his 
retinue, and left ( e) Molcow, not above 
a week before my own departure from 
that city, 

I found him fitting, according to the 
cuftom of the Perfians, on a fofa, and met 
with a very courteous reception. He 
treated me with a di(h or two of coffee, 
and (bmc kullabnabat, a very pleafant liquor 
fo called, compofcd principally of fine 
fugar and rofe-water. 

He was a gentleman of a very graceful Hi| ehl . 
deportment and of a very affable difpofi- ,,£ler - 
tion. His muftachoes extended them- 
fclves to his very ears ; and his beard hung 
M m down 
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1703 down above a quarter of a yard below his 

, — 1 chin, which was fiiaved. His turban 

was as white as fnow * and his Kaftan, or 
upper veftment, was girt about him with 
a falh of gold-cloth. He had a fine 
Ganjar, as they cal! it, by his fide, and 
fmoked with a pipe, called a Kaljan, ac- 
cording to the Perlian mode. He had 
two attendants, one on each fide of him ; 
his right-hand man was armed with a 
large Sabre, the hilt whereof was vifible 
though in fome meafure ? concealed in a red 
bag. After we had converfed on feveral 
topics for fome time ; he put the queftion 
to me whether 1 was willing to accom- 
pany him to (f) Ifpahan, or not. As I did 
not intend it, I made the moft plaufible 
exenfe I poflibly could for not accepting 
of that intended honour. 

After that, I paid my refpedts to Mr. 
Wigne, a gentleman of great probity and 
honour, and captain Wagenaer, who was 
l'o complaifant as to pay me a friendly 
vifit on my firfl: arrival. The former 
took me with him upon the river, in a 
bark of 24- oars, and manned with 44 
foklicrs; befides a band of inflrumental 
mufic, confiding of flutes, haut-boys, and 
drums, who beat their marches after the 
German manner. VVe went at lead feven 
werds from Adracan, to the very fpot of 
ground where the old city had dood about 
120 years before; notwithdanding at that 
time there were not the lead footdeps of it 
to be difeerned, except fome few hones 
that had been interrd there ; fome whereof 
I lawmyfclf. 

About ftven years fincc, fome work- 
s.n jKtir men nude a difeovery of Salt-petre in the 
mountains, and proceeded in the under- 
taking with a great profped of fuccefs. 
The fpot where it was found was fituate 
to the end ward part of the city on the left- 
hand of the river as we went down. We 
amufed our felves, in our return, with 
fhooting fome wild pigeons ; and palled by 
the fhips which rode at anchor on the op- 
pofitc fhore. 

On the fourth of June 1703, there 
happened a violent hurricane, by which, a 
veil'd , laden with timber, though in fight 
of the city, was perfcdly wrecked, and 
twenty-nine pet tons who were then 
2 


on board (out of feventy-one) were buried 1703 
in the waves. ‘-•vs* 

On the fixth of the fame month, eight 
barks arrived there from Perfia ; four 
whereof belonged to the Ruffians, and the 
reft to the Turks; they had likewife 
fome Armenian merchants on board 'of 
them. 

During the whole timp that I refilled 
in this city, the governor was continually 
indulging me with the tefiimonies of bis 
regard for me, by making me one pre- 
fent or another, and by entertaining me at 
his palace with all kinds of Perlian rc- 
frelhment?, and would frequently prds 
me to let him know wherein he could be 
of fervice to me: But of all his proffered 
adts of indulgence, I accepted of nothing 
but his beer, which was Inch liquor as 
could not be purchafed for money ; and as 
he found it was fo acceptable, I never 
wanted for a fufficient (lock of it. As 
he knew very well that I propofed to re- 
fute in the city for. fome confiderablc time, 
he begged the favour of me to draw, not 
only his own pifture, but his foil’s like- 
wife ; and as he made it his fiudy to 
oblige me in every tiling, I could not; ‘ 
in point of gratitude, refufe complying 
with fo model! a requeft. Among other 
things, he made me a prefent of a bird Ane ’ tlra - 
that had been Ihot, indeed, upon the plain, w.i. 
but not killed. As to its body and feet, 
it bore a near refemblance to a heron ; 
the head, however, as well as the bill 
were extremely beautiful, and of a quite 
different form from thofe of the bird laft- 
mentioned. He had a white tuft on his 
head, and his Rill was as black as ebony, 
at leaft ten inches in length, and an inch 
and an half in breadth ; the tip of it was 
fjiotted with yellow, and rcfcmbled a pair 
of fpoons. The name of this extraordi- 
nary bird in the Rufiian language is I.epe- 
laer, and Colpetjc, which firft term fig- 
nifies a fpoon. There arc feveral of them 
in Perfia, where they are known and dif- 
tinguiflicd by the name of Goli. I pre- 
ferved the head of one of them, as the 
reader may fee in the Plate No. XXXIV. im.xxxiv 
hereto annexed. There are herons like- 
wife frequently to he met with in this 
country, which are named ’t-Sepoerc. 

They 
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J703 They are of variegated colours, white 
and an azure blue (like peacocks) grey 
• and black. One of them is drawn, the 
reader will perceive with his neck Ihort- 
'.xxv. ened in Plate XXXV''. hereto likewife an- 
nexed. 

I frequently took a tour with-captain 
Wagenacr, to the place where the Tartars 
refide, which is but three or four werfls 
IVom the city. They incamp in compa- 
nies ; each family apart, and at fome 
confiderable diflance from each other. 
Their tents arc eredted in the form of 
parrot-cages; with this difference only, 
that they are not, in proportion near fo 
lofty. Tliey arc com po fed of laths, 
which are three or four Inches in breadth, 
and are covered over with nothing but a 
felt or a hair- cloth. Some of them hang 
down* but within a foot or two of the 
ground ; and are furrounded only with , 
either thatch or ftubble. Thofc that are 
the mod: commodious arc covered with 
cloth, and have an aperture at the top, 
in order to let out the fmoke ; they have 
likewife a pole in the middle, which 
fficks out four or five feet, to the end 
, whereof they affix a fort of fail, painted 
with a variety of colours, which falls 
down to the ground, and is ftftcned there 
with a kind of ftrap, without one of the 
fides of the tent, and by virtue of that, 
they turn this painted fail which way they 
pleafe, in order to keep out cither the 
wind or the fun, whenever they find it 
neceflary. When there is no fmoke in 
any of thefe tents, and they are inclined 
to keep themfelves warm, they cover 
their openings up, and then they are like 
lb many floves. The floors of them are 
covered with either particoloured fluffs or 
fine carpets; and fuch amongft them in 
particular who are of the higher clafs, 
have a fofa fome final! matter railed from 
the ground, after the manner of the Ma- 
hometans, which takes up at leaft one 
third of the tent ; others are furniffied 
with trunks and cherts, in which they 
depofit their mod valuable effedts; and 
for the generality, thefe arc very fine, 
and their other furniture perfectly neat 
and clean, and ranged in proper order. 
When they change their fituation, they 


throw their tents into waggons, and when 1703 
the covering is taken off the women and 
children fit in tham ; whilrt the men at- 
tend them on horfeback. Tluy looked 
upon me, at my firft coming amongft 
them, with a jealous eve; but when they 
perceived, that I had no other view, but 
the innocent gratification of my curiofitv, 
they voluntarily (hewed me elmofl cvciy 
thing I requefted to fee. Tho’ they very 
ieldom fuller {hangers to come near thole 
tents where their women are; yet even 
that favour at laft thpy granted me. In one 
of them accordingly, I law a very pretty 
Brunette, and exceedingly well dreft : her 
head-clothes were peculiarly remarkable, 
confifting of filver-gilt, or copper’ and all 
covered with gold ducats, pearls, and pre- 
cious ftones; I was, in Ihort, perfedtly 
charmed with her, and I determined to 
draw her pidure, for which (lie after- 
wards Hit. In the interim, I made a 
draught of feveral of their tents, as I 
found them pitched at but a fmall diftance 
from fach other ; as the reader may ob- 
ferve in Plate Numb. XXXVI. and one im.vo. 
in particular at letter A ; Plate Numb. XXXVI ‘ 
XXXVII. thereto annexed. At letter B. 
in the fame plate, the reader will have a xxxvu. 
perfedt idea of the form of one of their 
waggons, which is drawn upon two large 
wheels. This vehicle is compofed of 
wood which is painted, and covered with 
fluff which is fupported by two crofs 
flicks before, and refls upon beams. 

When they depoiit their tents in them, 
then the wheels arc covered. Their 
chappcl is placed on one fide, and diflin- 
guiflied in the plate by letter C. Their 
common tents arc only covered with felt, 
and the fail above is of the lame ; and 
they arc as ordinary within as without. 

As their principal fubfiflcnce depends on 
the cattle they arc pofllflcd of, they al- 
ways make choice of the heft pafture- 
grounds they can meet with. Their wo- 
men are principally employed in making 
up cloaths, and other things of the like 
natn/c ; and when finiffied, they can y 
them. into the city, and there difpofe of 
them in open market. They obferve the 
fame Method, in their fewing, as the 
Ruffians do, but /pin like the Germans, 

with 
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,.',1^03 with a fpindle that turns round, and card ftened to the back part of her mitre, came 
wool for ^ fei t8 w hich they make ufe of round her neck, ai>4 partly fell down be- 
in the covering of their tents, and for fore. Be ikies this, {he had feveral (liver 
other ordinary fluffs. They make ufe of chains over her (boulders, and around her 
cow-dung for their firing, which they dry waift ; by one of which hung divers little 
much after the fame manner a$ the Ger- filver boxes, in which (he carried her toys 

mans do their turf, and lay Ikup in and hec prayer-book. Her hair was tied 

heaps on one fide of their tents. Whilft up with a broad black ribbon, which had 

I was employed in drawing them, they two large filk tufts, or toffels, at the end, 

hovered about me, and feemed highly de- as appears by the plate annexed. This 
lighted. They looked likewife as with- lady was one of the moft confiderable fa- 

fnlly at my drefs, as I' did at theirs j milies amongft thfe Tartars, and had three 

which I found was of no fmall fervice to female attendants. She was introduced to 

me. Their manner of living bears a near the governor by a Tartar of his acquaint- 

affinity to that of the Arabians j and they ance. 

feem to be as well contented- with their The Ruflians diftinguilh the Tartars 
portable habitations, as thofe amongft the who refide in thefe parts by the appella- 

Europeans, who are fettled in palaces, tion of Jurtfge, bccaufe they are' natives 

and the fineft ftrudtures : , and this brings of that place > neither, in fad, dp they 

to my remembrance the antient way of pay any tribute to his Czarian tftajefty. 

living amongft the eaftern nations r and ^ All thtf, obligation they lie' tiftder to him is 

’tis highly reafonablc, to conjecture that "this } namely, that they muft fend * cer- 

the patriarch Abraham and his defeendahts t ain number of their men into the field of 

fojourned much after the fame manzer ; battle, in Cafe the Czar ftiouid require it. 

and ’tis highly probable, that in ^ife we Notwithftanding this,, in time of war, 

were accuftomed to fuch a wandering they can raife 20,000 able and experienced 

way of life, we fhould be as well (atisfied feldicrs upon occafion. 
with it as they are. The Tartars, who, at Aftracan, are di- 

Drcf.of .he As to the drefs of their women, I drew ftinguifhed by the name of Indians, (have 
;r leTjr ' the picture of a young lady of their na- their heads in a very peculiar mannen at 

tion at the governor’s palace, where I had 0 ne certain feafon of the year; for they 

an opportunity of doing it in a much te& the hair up by the roots with the 

more ^commodious manner than I had in point of a penknife, till their blood runs 

their tents. Her upper veftment was pe- down upon their cheeks. The prieft, 

culiarly fine, and her face was covered 0 r the perfon'whom they dignify with 

with a white veil, that was thrown over that venerable title, takes' the firft ftroke, 

her veft, which, at my requeft, {he laid an d in cafe he does not execute his talk 

. afide, and appeared with her head covered j n a manner to their entire fatisfadion 

with another very fine white linnen, they all begin afrefo, crying out, Sukfe- 

which was tied round her neck in a per- ma kfe, Sdk&makfe, or Ballou Bakfott 

fedly genteel tafte, and through which I an d {kipping" and dancing abont at th^ 

could fee her head-drefs. I begged of fame time, m a variety of antic poftures. 

lier likewife to lay that afide, becaufe it This they look upon as a fort of a free- 

conccaled the fineft ornament that I wanted will oblation to their grand idol Sukfe- 

to exprefs, and (he appeared dreft as they makfe. This annual, religious rite was 

are in their Kaftan and in their tents, perforhied with abundance of folernnity 

This head-drefs was all covered with gold near the granary, -whi^h flood in the 

ducats, as I obferved before, and pointed fuburbs, fome ftiort time before my arri- 

at the top, fomewhat in the form of a val : and fuch as practife it are Indians, 

mitre, bordered with a great number of fome of whom have their rcfidence in 

pearls ; fome whereof were ftrung, and the flabode of the Tartars. Thofe who 

hung before her like plaited treffes. belong to Nojay, refide in tents all round 

A fort of coloured fcarf, which was fa- about the city of Firek. The Critn- 

Tartars 
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Tartary, however, never fettle there ; 
and only bring their cattle to market from 
time to time as occafion offers, 

On the 20th inftant the governor gave 
a grand entertainment, to which I was in- 
vited j as were likewife fome of the prin- 
pal Ruffian officers, and the mod con- 
iiderabie amongft the Armenian mer- 
chants. In the firft place, we were con- 
ducted into an apartment, where were the 
governor's lady and his daughter-in-law, 
with feveral of their female retinue; and 
on the right-hand flood a table, which 
was covered with a variety of dainties, and 
fuch liquors as was moft agreeable for the 
morning. Thefe two ladies prefented each 
of us with a fmall cup of brandy, a 
cuftomary compliment in this country, 
and from thence we went into the grand 
hall, where the dinner was fet on the 
table. And after a great variety of fine 
diffies, and rich liquors, and the enter- 
tainment perfectly over, we were all fent 
home in coaches, provided for that parti- 
cular purpofe. 

The next day, being St. Peters, was 
the Czar’s name-day, when the governor 
gave a feeond entertainment, at which, 
not only the patriarch, but all the chiefs of 
the city were prefent ; but as I happened 
at that juncture to be very greatly indif- 
pofed, I could not be there my felf, nei- 
ther coeld I attend them to their Metro- 
politan-church, in order to affift at the 
folemnity, to which I had received an 
invitation in form fome few days before. 

On this occafion there were great rejoicings, 
and all the cannon upon the ramparts as 
well as thofe before the palace were dif- 
charged over and over. According to 
cuftom, the ladies were in another apart- 
ment, and the fubalterri officers were 
handfomly treated the next day, and dif- 
miffed betimes. 

On the feeond of July, news was brought 
that his Czarian majefly was got within 
fifteen werfts of Nerva, with his victorious 
army, which fwept off every thing that fell 
in their way. 

The day following I took a tour in a 
chaife towards the heath, by way of a- 
mufement, with the governor’s fon, and 
fome officers, who had a Hawk with 
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them. When we were got about twenty 
werfls from the city, we faw, indeed, 
abundance of game, but could get no part 
of it, on account of the lands being at that 
time laid all under water. I happened, 
however, to bring down a duck that took 
her flight direCtly over my head. As we 
were difappointed in our diverfion of 
(hooting, we determined to amufe ourfelves 
with fifhing in a fmall adjacent river ; 
where we caught plenty of pike and perch, 
which we took care to have elegantly 
drefl, and made ? hearty meal of them. 
The fame day, we faw a great number of 
Tartars encamped in fome rich pafture- 
lands, which were full of fuch horfes as 
belonged to the inhabitants of Aflracan. 
Some of them were beautiful enough, and 
we had a great inclination to try their 
mettle in our Chaifes ; but they were too 
wanton and unruly, as they had been at 
grafs there all the Summer- feafon, in fine 
meadows, which are frequently to be met 
witli in thefe parts. There is fcarce a 
carman throughout the whole city, but is 
mafter of a fine horfe ; there is not a bad, 
or a lean one, to be met with, which is an 
incident which I never obferved in any 
place before. 

As the time of my departure from this 
city drew near, I not only defired, but 
very readily procured all the room that I 
had occafion for, in fuch of the barks as 
feemed moft fitting for my purpofe ; and 
accordingly I made choice of fome of the 
largeft. Moft of the Armenian merchants 
likewife were making all due preparations 
for their removal, as well as fome Perfians, 
who were returning from Mofcow to 
Samachi, otherwife called Samoflii, A- 
niong the reft, was the Cham’s Falconer, 
with five or fix hawks, which he was 
carrying with him into Perfia ; from 
whence he had brought an elephant, as a 
prefent to his Czarian majefty, which he 
had delivered to the governor of Aftracan 
for # his majefty’s ufc, who fent it forth- 
with to Mofcow under the direction and 
care of fome Ruffians and a Georgian ; 
but it happened to dye in its paflage at 
Zaritfa. This falconer came, in the name 
of the governor, to defire me to indulge 
him with a place in my bark ; and I went 
Nn on 
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on board of her the very next morning, 
in order to oblige him ; but I found the 
Armenians had crowded her to that de- 
gree, that there was no room left. Upon 
that, I went diredly to the governor, in or- 
to make my complaints, and to beg of him 
to give diretf ions that fotne of the bales 
might be taken out forthwith, that we 
might have fome little room to dir our- 
fclves. To this he anfwered, that, as there 
were ftill feveral other velfels ready for 
paffengers to go on board, if they thought 
fit, I had no other meafures to take but 
to remove whatever I pleafed at once, and 
make my felf eafy. I returned him many 
thanks, and embraced the favour granted 
me ; and accordingly, accommodated my 
felf to my entire fatisfadion ; and took 
rather more room than what I really 
wanted ; being confcious to myfelf how 
much I differed upon the Wolga before I 
arrived at Aftracan. 

At that time Mr. Wigne had intelli- 
gence brought him, that his Czarian ma- 
jefty had been pleafed to advance him to 
the dignity of a colonel, and on the ele- 
venth, he gave the governor and the princi- 
pal officers of the garrifon an entertainment 
on that unexpeded promotion. I was 
one amongfl the number of his guefts ; 
and he treated us, indeed, in a very elegant 
and fplendid manner ; with the difeharge 
of feveral cannon, as well as with the 
martial found of drums and trumpets. 
Having taken my leave of him, I went 
with fome Armenians to refrelh our felves 
with the fweet country air to a little houfe 
that flood delightfully on the river. The 


grapes were then tolerably large; and in 1703 
good condition ; but the other fruits had 
been cafually deftroyed by a fwarm of in- 
fectious infeds. 

When I was upon the point of my 
departure, and had got all my implements 
in order, not forgetting a convenient fence 
againft the flies, which in thefe parts are 
exceedingly troublefome, the governor 
fent me two fmall calks of brandy; one 
of them was of the belt he had •, the o- 
ther, indeed, of an inferior fort ; one fmall 
calk of vinegar j four of his mod excellent 
beer ; one of wine ; three flitches of 
bacon ; a large quantity of dryed filh, a 
bag of bifeuits, and fome other provifions. 

He, moreover, favoured me with a fmall 
bark to go before, and unlade the large one 
of a confiderable part of her cargo, as we 
drew near the (g) Cafpian-Sea, an article 
abfolutely requifite, on account of the 
exceffive droughts that frequently happen 
in thofe parts. 

About four in the afternoon, I took 
my leave of the governor, and returned 
him thanks for the many favours I had 
received. When I had got back again 
to my own apartment, he fent after me r 
three large bottles, well fealed, full of 
diftilled liquors. At length I embarked 
in a fmall Teffel, attended by five foldiers, 
who were ordered to carry my cargo 
on board the fliip. The three Arme- 
nians, who were my friends, and fellow- 
travellers, had hired, in like manner, each • 
of them a fmall veffel, with the felf fame 
view. 


Occaftonal Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Aftracan, fee p. 62. n. i. ( e ) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. c. 

(b) Pcrfia, fee p. 64. n. 0. (f) Ifpahan, fee p. 109. tl, m. 

(g) Cafpian Sea, fee p. 66 . n. y. 


(c) Cafan, fee p. 62. n. b, 

(d) Mofcovy, or Ruflia, fee p. n, c. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Certain Reafons produced for infer ting, in this Place , the particular 
Route which Mr. I (brants Ides took, in order to travel acrofs (a) Mof- 
covy in his Pajfage to (b) China. His Departure from (c) Mofcow. 
The Spring , or Fountain-head of the river ( d) Dwina. The Arrival 
of that Minifler into the Country of the Syrenes. • A particular De- 
fer ip t ion of the Natives of that Province, &c. He embarks on the 
Kama, and crojfes over from (e) Europe into (f) Alia. 


A S Mofcovy is, at this prefeat time, 
become very confiderable in the 
“/re thf eye of the world, and has fpr a long while 
rvt f hnce been a very grand topic for dif- 
kranrsidei. cou ,f e . an j as the prince, who now fills 
the throne, has made himfelf famous by 
his extraordinary conduft, and wife admi. 
niflration of all his public affairs, his 
vi&ories over his enemies, ajid the unwearied 
pains he takes in the cultivation and im- 
provement of the manners and morals of 
his once almofl favage fubjeds, by intro- 
ducing all the arts and fciences into his 
own dominions, and every other article 
that can any ways contribute towards their 
future felicity and advantage ; as this 
Solomon of his age has done fuch wonders, 
all Europe in general are attentive to 
what particularly relates to this riling 
empire, and fond of knowing the important 
affairs that are tranfaded therein. It would 
be a difficult undertaking to produce a 
more circumflantial, more honelt and im- 
partial, or in fhort, a more jnterefling 
and inftrudive account of it, than that of 
Mr. Le Brun, which is comprifed in this 
voyage ; but as he travelled only through 
one part of it, upon mature deliberation, 

* it has been deemed an acceptable fervice 

to the public, to add, in this particular 
place, the route that Mr. Ifbrants Ides 
took from Mofcovy, to the court of China, 
by the way of (g) Tartary (a way but 
little known, as the country is a kind of 
wild and barren wade) in the capacity of 


envoy extraordinary from their Czarina 
majeftics John and Peter Alexowitz, in 
1692. And we infert it here, with all 
the pleafure imaginable, as that minifler 
has embellifhcd this account of his journey 
thither, not only with feveral very enter- 
taining, but very judicious and inftrudive 
refledions. 

He departed from Mofcow in a fledge 
on the fourteenth day of March, but M° rco ' v - 
before he had made any confiderable pro- 
grefs, it began to rain in fuch a violent 
manner, that he was in apparent danger 
of lofing his life by reafon of the inunda- 
tions that he met with in his paflage to 
(h) Wologda, where he tarried three 
days, in order to recover himfelf from the 
fatigue he had gone through in that dan- 
gerous paflage, and to \yait for the return 
of more favourable weather. On the fe- 
cond day, the frofl came on again, and 
continued fo cxceflively hard, that, within 
the com pals of four and twenty hours only, 
all the roads were paflable with cafe ; 
whereupon he fet out in purfuit of his 
journey on the twenty fecond, for Suchi- 
11a, at which place he arrived the next day ; 
and from thence he proceeded, with all 
the expedition pofTiblc, to the city, called 
Ufliga the great, where the rivers Sucbinu 
and Irga meet, and form the noted river 
Dwina, a term, that fignifies a double 
river. 

The Suchina flows almofl Hired north llr • 

or ft 'ira* v»! 

iii a very fertile foil; on the borders e«,Dv.;ru. 

whereof 
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whereof there are fcveral very populous 
villages ; and on the left no inconfiderable 
town, called Totma. Abundance of tra- 
vellers fall down this river annually in their 
paffage from Wologda to ( i) Archangel, 
with their various merchandizes at fuch 
times as the waters are free and open ; as 
the bottom, however, is very rocky, pecu- 
liar care is generally taken for fecuring 
their item and ftern-poft, as well as their 
rudder ; and that for the two reafons fol- 
lowing ; viz. in the firft place, there are 
rocks in abundance all along the river ; 
and then in the next, its current is fo ra- 
pid, that the veffel would otherwife be 
in apparent danger of being loft. 

Uftiga the great is fituate on the mouth 
of this river ; where this miniftcr was un- 
der an obligation to put up for four and 
twenty hours, not only to refrefli himfelf, 
but to have fome (hort converfe with the 
Waivods, who were his particular friends, 
and who entertained him in a very cour- 
tcous manner. 

On the twenty-fourth, he arrived at 
Solowitz Jogda, a large town, in which 
there arerefident, not only a great number 
of {ubftantial merchants, but an abun- 
dance of curious mcchanicks, or artificers 
in filver, copper, and ivory. Here like- 
wife arc divers fait- pits, that are very 
valuable, and produce a prodigious quan- 
tity of that mineral, which is tranfported 
from this place to Wologda, and the parts 
adjacent. 

On the firft day of April, he fet out 
from Solowitzjogda, and arrived in the 
evening of the fame day at the country 
of the Syrenes, otherwife called Wolloft- 
Ufgy. The natives of this place fpeak a 
language of their own ; which bears no 
affinity to that fpoken by the Ruffians} 
however, it feems, there is fome refem- 
blance between theirs, and that of the 
Livonians, as he was informed by fome of 
his retinue who were natives of that coun- 
try. They obferve the Grecian ceremo- 
nies in regard to their religion, and are 
fubjeft to the Czar, to whom they pay the 
cuftomary tributes, but have neither 
governor nor waivode. They deft 
their own judges, and at any time, 
in cafe a difpute (hould happen to arife 


which proved to knotty for thole judges 
to decide, they go direftly to Molcow, 
and make their applications to the Prikaes 
of Pofolfke, or proper office for the ad- 
miniftration of foreign affairs. They 
vary very little from the Ruffians, either 
in point of ftature or apparel ; and are 
looked upon as natives originally of the 
frontiers of Livonia, or Courland, tho 
they themfelves can give no other fatis- 
faftory account of their extraction, than 
that they fpeak a widely different language 
from the Ruffians ; but whether they may 
have been heretofore forced to fly from 
his Czarian majefty’s dominions, thro’ the 
calamities of any deftruftive war, or thro’ 
any other accident, they neither remem- 
ber, nor can any ways account for. Their 
principal fubfiftencc is agriculture; not- 
withftanding there is one part of them, 
who refide on the banks of Zifol, where 
they have confiderable dealings in grey 
furs. As to the length of this country, 
it is above 70 German leagues, and ex- 
tends itfelf as far as Kaigorod. Thefe 
people have no fuch place as deferves the 
denomination of a town ; but refide in 
little villages and hamlets, difperfed up 
and down amongft the woods. This 
country is bounded on a fpacious foreft, 
where this minifter was once more en- 
cumbred by a violent thaw, and as heavy 
a rain as the former, by which unhappy 
accident, in one night’s time, the whole 
foreft was laid under water; infomuch 
that for four days fucceffively he durft not 
venture either backwards or forwards, 
the ice being fcarce able to bear even on 
the rivers. At laft, however, tho’ not 
without fome danger and difficulty, he 
proceeded on his journey, by throwing 
bridges over the rivers, and fome other 
affiftance which he cafually procured. 

On the fixteenth of April, being 
thoroughly wet, and prodigioully harrafl'ed 
and fatigued, he arrived fafe at Kaigarod, 
which is no inconfiderable fortrels on the 
Kama. 

He was greatly inclined to purfuc his 
journey as far as Solikamikoi, the metro- 
politan city of the great (k) Pertnia, in 
order to go to (!) Siberia by land, over 
the mountains of Wergotur ; the thaw, 

how- 
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however, dill continuing, that thought 
was entirely laid afide as altogether im- 
practicable } and as the winter feafon was 
now near over, he tarried in this city for 
feveral weeks fucceffively, in expectation 
that the river Kama would foon become 
navigable. In the mean time, he fup- 
plied himfelf here with every thing that 
he found either convenient or necetTary for 
the profecution of his intended journey ; 
as alfo, with fire-arms and other weapons 
of defence againft the frce-booters, who 
fwarm in thofe parts, and go fometimes 
in fuch numerous gangs, that they will 
plunder whole towns, as they pafs through 
them, as Kaigarod itfelf had experienced 
not long before, to the great mortifica- 
tion of its inhabitants. 

Our author was informed by the go- 
vernor of this city, that on a certain day, 
about noon, they difeovered a confiderable 
number of barks, crowded with’ men un- 
der arms, falling down the river, with 
colours flying, drums beating, and other 
inflruments of mufic, making the beft of 
their way directly to the city. No fooner 
were they arrived, but they leaped on 
fliore ; that the inhabitants of the city, 
thoughtlefs of any hoftile outrages in the 
middle of the day, and in a time of 
peace likewilc, had no idea of their e- 
vil intentions, and permitted them to ap- 
proach without the leafl: oppofition ; tak- 
ing it for granted, that they were fome 
diflant neighbours and friends, who were 
come to pay them a vifit purely for their 
amufement ; that thefe friends, however, 
as they conceived them to be, to their no 
fmall furprize, fet the fouth end of their 
city on fire ; and at the other end, put 
every foul to the fword, that prefumed 
to obftruCt them ; that they marched up 
to the Waiwode’s, where they committed 
various outrages and acts of hoftility ; and 
ufed their domeftics in the moft favage 
and inhuman manner ; that, in Ihort, 
they carried off an jmrnenfe booty, with- 
out the lead controul; that foon after this 
plunder was made, they Were credibly in- 
formed, that thefe piratical free hooters 
were all vaflals to fome certain lords ; from 
whofc jurifdiction they had unanimoufly 
revolted, in order to make themfelves a 


formidable band of pirates ; and that fome 
of them, however, had been detected and 
fecured, and inftantly executed, as rebels, 
and examples of terror to all fuch evil do- 
ers. This made it abfolutely necelfary, as 
we obferved before, for our prudent mi- 
nifter to be on his guard, and furnilh him- 
felf and his retinue with fufficient arms, in 
cafe of any fuch vigorous and unexpected 
attack. 

From hence he departed on the twen- 
ty third of April ; at which time the 
Kama was free from all ice, and perfectly 
navigable, and providentially arrived fafe 
on the twenty-feventh at Solikamlkoi. 

From this laft city, he purpofed to 
purfue his journey over the mountains of 
Wergotur before- mentioned ; but as fuch 
an attempt in the Summer is altogether 
impracticable, by reafon of the country’s 
abounding with fens and marlhes, all paf- 
fengers and merchants are obliged to re- 
fide-in this city during the feafon, till 
winter, and the hard frofls come oh a- 
gain, to enable them to crofs thofe moun- 
tains. There is a poflibility it is true, of 
going round about to theeaftward by wa- 
ter; but then that paflage is abfolutely 
prohibited; the governour, however, of 
the city being before-hand apprized of the 
important affairs that minifter had to 
tranfact, and the expedition they required ; 
furnifhed him directly with the embarka- 
tions that were requifite, for his commo- 
dious paflage down the Sufawaya. 

Solikamlkoi is a very fine, large city, 
and inhabited by great numbers of very 
fubftantial merchants; where there arc 
very fine fait- works, and fifty boilers, or 
more, of twenty five, or thirty five ells in 
breadth. Great quantities of fait arc ma- 
nufactur’d here, which are annually tran- 
fported to parts remote on all fides, in large 
vcffels built for that particular purpofc ; 
each of which arc freighted with no lei's 
than 120,000 weight of falt.or eight hun- 
dred or a thoufand lafts, exclufive of (even 
or eight hundred hands, for whofc ufe they 
have kitchens, furnaces, and other conve- 
niences requifite for their tranfportation. 
Thefe veffds which are about five and 
thirty ells in length, and fometimes forty, 
have no more than one mall, and one 
0 0 fail, 
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j£ 9 2 fail, which is thirty fathom in length, and 
made ufc of when they only go up the river, 
and the wind Hands fair $ whereas, they 
always ply their oars, and have no fail up, 
when they go downwards, in order to 
keep their veflcls fteady in their fte?rage, 
which cannot poflibly be done by the helm 
only. They arc all flat-bottomed barks, 
and have neither bolts nor nails in them * 
and this is the merhod obferved, when 
they fall down the Kama, in order to 
get into the (l) Wolga. They have 
tow-lines, in order to ’help them along, 
when they go againft the ftream, and 
make ufc of their fails, in cafe the wind 
fits fair. Thus they convey their fait to 


(m) Cafan and (n) Nifna.and other places 
fituate on the banks of that river. 

On the fourteenth of May, that mini- 
fter embarked at Solikamfkoi, and hav- 
ing traverfed the rivulet called Ufolkat, 
which lies about half a league from this 
city, he got into the Kama once again, 
and crofted that river, whereby he left 
Europe, and arrived in Alia. On Whit- 
funday he went on fhore, and up a verjK' 
pleafant hill, where he refrefhed himfelf 
before he took his farewel of Europe, and 
then returned to his veflel, in order to 
proceed as expeditioufly as pofiiblc on his 
intended journey. 
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Occafional Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 


( (i ) Mofcovy, or Ruflia, fee p. 7. n. c. 

(b) China, fee p. 66. n. t. 

(c) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. c. 

(d) Dwina, fee p. 23. n. b. 

(e) Europe, fee p. 127. n. dd. 

(J) Afia, fee p. 127. n. x. 

(g) Tartary, feep. 18 . n. i. 


(b) Wologda, fee p. 28. n. d. 

( i ) Archangel, fee p. 8. n. d. 

(k) Permia, a province in the north eaft 
part of European Mofcovy, feparated from 
Alia, by the river Oby. 

(l) Wolga, or Volga, fee p, 28. n. f. 

(m) Cafan, fee p. 62. n. h. 
in) Nifna, fee p. 61. n./. 


CHAP. XVIII. 

His Arrival in (a) Alia ; a Defcription of the Country of the Tartars 
of (b) Siberia. Their Religion , and Courfe of Life. 


14. 

That nuni- 
fki'j ani- 
vmI in Afia* 


T H E minifter before mentioned, be- 
ing arrived in Afia, on the Sufa- 
waia, obferved, that the Kama was far 
more pleafant, as it was a much finer 
river, and abounded with all forts of filh ; 
befides it had fcveral much larger, and 
more populous villages, fituated on its 
banks ; it had, moreover, fine falt-works, 
fine arable lands, fine woods, fine mea- 


dow-lands, embelliflied with a tkoufand 
parti-coloured flowers, and every thing- 
elfe that is calculated to flrike the eye in 
the moft agreeable manner, all the way 
from Solikamikoi hither. It mu ft be al- 
lowed, indeed, that the country, watered 
by the Sufavaia, which empties its waters 
into the Kama, is very fine and fertile ; 
but then ’tis very fatiguing in going a- 
2 gainil 
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gainft the dream : a vefiel can make 
no riddance, efpecially when the waters 
are in the lead fwelled; and the crew is 
obliged to make ufeof their tow-lines. 

, On the twenty-fifth of May he arri- 
ved in the country of the fir ft Tartars of 
Siberia ; commonly known and diftin- 
guifbed by the name of the Wogulfki. 
This country is not only very beautiful, 
but is very populous all along the banks 
of the river. At the ingrefs and egrefs of 
the hills, they have not only all forts 
of flowers in plenty, and of variegated co- 
lours, but they have herbs of the mod 
fragrant fmellj they have likewife a pro- 
digious number of deer, and game of all 
forts. As the Tartars of Wogul, upon 
this river are all Pagans, our miniflcr 
had the curiofity to go on fhorc, and have 
a little converfe with the natives, in re- 
gard to the religion they profefled, and 
’the manner in which they led their 
lives. 

As to their perfons, they are able bo- 
died men, with remarkable large heads ; 
and, as to their religion, it principally 
confifts in an annual oblation. In order 
to accomplifh this one religious ceremony, 
they aflemble in the adjacent woods, and 
there kill fome one bead, that they ap- 
prove of mod, of each fpecies ; though 
their favourite victims are horfes, and a 
peculiar fort of goats. When they have 
flead them, they hang them up on fome 
fubdantial branch of a tree, and then 
danding before them, pay them the 
tribute of their adoration. When this 
act of devotion is over, which is the whole 
fum and fubdance of their religion, they 
drefs the flcfli of thefe their Gods, 
and make a folemn entertaiument of 
them. After this 'grand fedival is over, 
they return to their refpective habitations, 
and never concern themfelvcs with any 
farther acts of devotion, till that year is 
expired ; and they imagine, tint a repe- 
tion would prove altogether needleis and 
i'uperfluous. As they can aflign no man- 
ner of rcafon for that one religious cere- 
mony ; they content themfelvcs with the 
reflection, that their fathers obferved tint 
cuftom before them. 




He afleed them, if they had no idea of 
a fupreme Being, who inhabited the hea- 
vens above, and created all thiiws here 
below j and who governed the whole u- 
niverfe by his over- ruling providence, and 
gave the inhabitants thcrcol fun-dune and 
rain in their due feafons ? To this they in- 
nocently enough replyed, that it was high- 
ly probable, that there was fueh a pci Ion as 
a God, lincc the (un and moon, thole 
bright luminaries of the heavens, which 
they themfelvcs worfhippcJ, as well as 
tliofc lefler lights,’ the liars, which are 
numberlefs in the firmament; and it was 
their firm belief, that there was fome power 
hut what they could not tell, that did fu- 
perintend and direct their motions. As to 
the notion of a Devil, they had no con- 
ception of any fuch Being ; fince he 
had never made himfelf known amongft 
them. They don’t absolutely, indeed, 
deny a refurrcction ; but they ingrnioufly 
acknowledge, that they know nothing of 
what fliall be their lot after their deceafe, 
or what fhall become of their lifelcls 
coarles. When any of the natives die, 
their bodies are depoflted in the ground, 
and covered with the beft ornaments they 
were poflefled of at their deceafe. Tho’ 
they erect no monuments, indeed, for 
the commemoration of their friends, they 
depofit a fum of money in their coffins, 
in proportion to their circumflanccs when 
living ; in order that they might be fur- 
niflied with common necefiaries, in cafe 
there fliould be a day of refurrection. 
They make hideous lamentations over the 
deceafed, wlien in their coffins j neither 
will they permit any man to marry a ie- 
coiul wife, till his lirfl has been interred 
a whole year at lead. When by acci- 
dent a favourite dog dies, that has contri- 
buted toward their diverfion, or has o- 
therwife been truly fcrviccablc, in comme- 
moration of his pad good deeds, they ere it 
a fmall wooden hut for his reception, about 
fix feet high, upon four pods, in which 
they depofit his remains, and there let 
them lie, as long as their little building fub- 
fids. A man here is allowed as many 
wives as he can comfortably maintain ; 
and when their women draw near the time 
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of their travel, they retire to forne adja- 
cent wood, where a decent hut is prepared 
for their reception ; nor are their hufbands 
permitted to embrace them again till two 
months after their delivery. 

When they are difpofed to marry, they 
purchafe their wives of their parents ; and 
have very little if any ceremony, at their 
weddings. They invite, indeed, fome of 
their neareft relations to a kind of enter- 
tainment, and when that is over, the man 
goes to bed to his fpoufe without any more 
buflle or ftir. 

They have no priefts ; and cannot marry 
any nearer relation than one fo far diftant 
as the fourth degree of confanguinity. This 
miniftcr, by way of converfation, exhorted 
them, in a very zealous and devout manner 
to acknowledge Chrift, as the laviour 
and redeemer of all mankind ; and allured 
them, that in cafe they would become 
profelytes, and put their whole truft and 
confidence in him, that he would pardon 
all their fins, and they would thereby not 
only be happy in this world, but forever 
happy in that which was to come. To 
this exhortation they paid but very little 
regard, and by way of cool anfwer, told 
him, they faw hundreds of poor Ruffians 
every day, though they were chriftians as 
they called themfelves, who, with all 
their induflry, were fcarce able to earn 
their bread. That as to a future ftate, 
they did not much concern themfelves 
about it ; and in a word that they firould 
content themfelves with living and dying 
as their fathers did before them, let the 
articles of their belief be grounded well or 

in. 

As to their drefs the reader may form 
an adequate idea of it by the Plate an- 
tic xt. 

They dwell in fquare wooden huts, 
in the fame manner as the peafants do in 
(d) Rullia ; but with this difference, they 
make ufe of hearths inflead of floves, and 
burn wood. The openings of their roofs 
where the fmoke goes out, are covered 
with a large cake of ice, as foon as the 
wood is reduced to allies, and thereby 
retain all the heat in their room, without 


flopping out the light, which darts through 
the tranfparent ice. They make no ufe 
of chairs ; but of benches, which are near 
three ells in breadth, and about one from 
the ground, on which they fet crofs-legg’d 
after the manner of the Perfians j and the 
felf fame benches are made ufe of as their 
beds at night. Their principal fubfiflence 
is on the food which they procure by 
hunting their elks j they being their chief 
and inoft fubftantial game, of which there 
are abundance in this country. Their 
manner of taking them is by the artful 
exercife of their bows and arrows ; mod 
of them being ftrong fellows and exceed- 
ing good marks-men. When their game 
is brought home, they flea them, and dry 
their flelh fir A, and afterwards cut it into 
proper flices, and then hang them up in 
the air all round about their huts. After 
it is thoroughly wet, and perfectly putri- 
fied, it is deemed a moft delicious repafl. 
For the refl, they never taftc either of 
their poultry or their fwincs-fleffi. They 
have another manner of deftroying their 
game without any toil or fatigue * and that 
is, they plant large crofs-bows in the 
woods, to which they faften a bridle and 
a proper bait, leaving the mouth of it 
open ; and when an elk or any other deer 
cafually comes to feizc upon it, the bow 
inftantly unbends, and the creature at once 
is fhot thorough the heart, and drops 
down dead on the fpot. They, moreover, 
dig pits in the ground, and cover them 
over with brambles, or any other materials 
that are light, into which thofe creatures 
fall as they run over them; and when 
they are once enfnared, there is no 
poflibility of recovering their freedom. 

To conclude ; thefe Tartars refide in 
villages all along the fiver Su fa waia, as far 
as the caflle of Utka; and under the flicl- 
ter and protection of his Czarian majefty, 
to whom they pay a cuftomary tribute, 
lead a life of indolence and eafe. Their 
habitations, in a word, extend no lefs than 
800 German leagues, to the northward of 
Siberia, and even to the northward of the 
country of the (c) Samoeds. 
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Occafmal Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 

Afia, fee p. 12 j. n. x. Ruflia, fee p. 7. n r. 

Siberia, fee p. 17. n, b. (e) Samoeds, or natives of Samoida, fee p. 

17. n. a. 

(c) Solikamfkoi, fee the author’s defeription 
of it in the preceding chapter. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Mr Iibrant’s Arrival at the Fort of Utka, and at Neujanfkoi ; Lis 
farther Progrefs to Tumcen, and (a) Tobol, otherwife called Tobollki; 
A Defeription of that City , with a fuccinSl Account of the manner in 
which it became fubjehl to his Czarian Majejly ; and indeed the whole 
Country of (b) Siberia. 


M R. Ifbrants, having quitted the 
country of thofe favages the (c) 
Samoeds laft mentioned on the firlt of 
June, in the year 1692. arrived at the 
fort of Utka, which is fituateon the fron- 
tiers of thofe Tartars, who are natives of 
Bafkir, and Uffimi. During his flay at 
the fort, a Tartar-gentleman of Uffimi, 
which lies within his Czarian majefty’s 
dominions, came thither, in fearch after 
his fpoufe, who had abfeonded from him, 
though married but a very fhort time, 
without the lead provocation on his fide ; 
but hearing no tidings of her there ; he 
confoted himfelf with the following 
extraordinary reflection ; that fhe had ab- 
tented herfelf from no lefs than fix huf- 
bands before him ; and was fond, as he 
too plainly perceived, of having more 
firings to her bow than one. 

On the tenth, he departed from this 
place by land ; and having pafled by the 
caftle of Ajada, he eroded the river Neuia, 
and travelled all along by the (hore-fide 
of another river, called Arfamas ; and from 
thence, he came to the fort of Neujanfkoi, 
which is lituate on the river Neuia afore- 
faid. There is not a finer country in the 
world to be leen, than that which lies be- 


tween Utka and this place ; for it abounds 
with delightful meadows, woods, and 
lakes ; and with fertile lands well-culti- 
Vated, and well-peopled by the Ruffians. 

On the twenty firft, this minifter fet out j un , „ 
from Neujanfkoi by water, and found all 
the banks of the river inhabited by Ruffian 
Chriftians. As he palfed along, his eye 
was agreeably entertained with a variety 
of fine villages and caftles, which extend- 
ed as far as the river Tura, which, flowing 
from the weft, empties its waters into 
the Tobol. 

On the 25th, he arrived at Tumeen, j une i; . 
which is a very populous place ; by fitua- J"' 
tion ftrong, and principally inhabited by 
Ruffians. Three fourths of the town at 
leaft are Chriftians ; but the remainder are 
Mahommedan Tartars. Thefe carry on 
a very confiderable trade with theCalmuc 
Tartars, Bugarians, &c. And thofe who 
refide in the country fupport themfclves 
and families principally by agriculture and 
fifhing: jas to furs, they have few or none 
to difpofe of, except it be the fkins either 
of bears, or red foxes. There is a wood, 
however, fituate at fome few leagues dif- 
tance from thence, known by the name 
ofHeetkoj Wollock, where there is plenty 
Pp’ of 
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1693 of the bed grey furs that can be procured 
anywhere, and fuch as even in the win- 
n»ryiu„. ter ncV er change their colour : they have 
likewife the additional good quality of be- 
ing exceedingly ftrong. Thefe are not 
to be procured in any other part but that 
ot (d) Mofcovy; for whoever prefumes 
to tranfport them clandeftinely to any 
foreign part whatever, is liable to the feve- 
ldl penalties, and the Czar’s refentments ; 
tor they are all peculiarly appropriated to 
the fervice of the Ruffian court. Thefe 
animals will not permit any of their fel- 
low creatures, if of another fpecies, to re- 
fidc amongft them; and, in ffiort, de- 
Uroy them all wherever they find them. 

'flic Town No fooner was this minifter arrived at 
I'LnTd'h" Tumcen, but he found, not only the 
Tj.wriT 6 inhabitants, but thofe of the adjacent parts 
in the utmoft hurry and confufion ; for 
* the Coffiics and Calmuc Tartars had juft 
at that jundure invaded Siberia, where 
they had plundered feveral villages, and 
killed the inhabitants, as they made thtir 
progrefs, and menaced hard this town, 
which was within the diftance of 15 
German leagues. 

T!i# cover- The governor, however, fent for fome 
ptopti pro- auxiliary troops from Tobol, and other 
adjacent places, by whofe timely affiftance, 
Jhorc'n’,vl he P urfued th °k invaders, and cut off a 
•im. confiderable number of fuch as could not 
preferve themfelves by flight. 

The envoy The envoy, feeing the town in fuch a 
on the To- conftemation, thought it moft advifeable 
bul - to purfue his journey without delay > and 
June -.6. accordingly embarked on the 26th on 
the river Tobol, having provided for that 
purpofe a new fet of rowers, and a guard 
of loldiers. Notwithftanding the banks 
of this river are very low, and confequcnt- 
ly too liable to be laid under water in 
the fpring ; yet they are inhabited partly 
by Mahommedan Tartars, and partly by 
Ruffians. There is great plenty of ex- 
ceedingly fine fifh to be met with in this 
river. 

i’rnv'u. On the fir ft of July, the envoy arrived 
at Tobo1 or Tobol< k'» which is a 
very ftrong place, where there is afpacious 
ftone-monaftery, embelliflied with fiich a 
variety of high towers, that it might eafily 
be miftaken for a ftrong fort. This city 


is lituate on a hill at the conflux of the lOgi 

(e) Irtis and the Tobol. Not only the '***>* 
foot of this hill, but the (bore of the Irtis 
is inhabited by Tartars, and Mahommedan 
Bucharians, who carry on a very confi- 
derable trade with the Calmucs upon the 
river, and with others, beyond it, even 
with fome of the natives of (f) China. 

It is the fhorteft way to China, by the 
lake Jamafchowa, in cafe you are travel- 
ling thither at a time, when it is fafe 
for you to go through the country of the 
Calmucs. 

Tobol, or Tobollki, is the capital city A <left,i p 
of Siberia, and the jurifdi&ion thereof 
extends on the fouthern part beyond 
Barabu ; from Wergotur to the river (g) 

Oby, eaftward of the Samoeds ; to the 
northern part, as far as the country of the 
(b) Oftiachs, and as far as Uffa, and the 
river of Sufawaia to the weftward. The 
country all round about is very populous, 
and not only inhabited by Ruffian farmers, 
but by divers other people, both Tartars, 
and Heathens, who are all however, tribu- 
tary to, and under the jurifdiftion of his 
Czstftan majefty. 

All forts of grain is fo plenty there, 
that any one may purchafe a hundred 
weight of barley- flower, for about fixtecn- 
pence, which they call cops. An ox is 
not worth above fix or feven florins ; and 
one may buy a good hog for thirty or five 
and thirty-pence ; and in the Irtis there is 
fuch a profufion of fine fifh of all forts ; 
that a Sturgeon, of 40 or 50 pound weight 
is frequently fold for fix-pence, and fome- 
times for lefs : and thefe fturgeons are fo 
rich and fat likewife, that fometimes the 
furface of the water wherein they are boiled, 
ffiall be an inch or two thick in greafe. 
Moreover, in this country, there are vaft 
numbers of elks, flags, deer, &c. to be 
met with ; hares, pheafants, partridges, 
fwans, wild-geefe, ducks, ftorks, and, in 
fhort, all forts of game, and any of them 
much cheaper than butchers meat. Be- 
fides this plenty of all kinds of provifions, 
this city is fupplied with a ftrong garrifon 
of well regulated troops ; and upon any 
emergency, in cafe the Czar at any time 
requires it, can fend 9 or 10,000 men 
into the field of battle. Here are, more- 
over, 
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over, feveral thoufands of Tartars, who, 
when his inajcfty demands it, are obliged 
to attend him, all on horfe-back. 

The hoards, or gangs, of the CalmUcs 
and Cofl'acs, who have their dependance on 
the Tefttcham, or principal of the Buga- 
rian-Tartars, commit frequent outrages 
and depradations on the frontiers of his 
Czarian tmjefty, as well as thofe ofUtfimir 
and Balkir ; the garrilon of Tobol, how- 
ever, are always on the watch, and give 
them no quarter, if they catch them. 
There is a metropolitan in this city, who 
comes from Mofcow, by order of the Czar, 
and has the whole clergy of Siberia and 
Dauria entirely under his jurifdittion. 

This city, and all Siberia, has been tri- 
butary to the Czar for at leaft thefe hun- 
dred years laft pad ; and both were re- 
duced to the obedience of that prince in 
manner following. A certain pyrate, one 
Jeremak Timofeiewitz by name, having 
made divers flagrant inroads and devafta- 
tions on certain lands belonging to the 
Czar Ivan Wafilewits, to the utter ruin 
and dcftruction of his fubjedls j and being 
apprehenfivc that the troops of that prince 
were advancing towards him to avenge his 
infults ; he hurried back again up the Ka- 
ma with his crew, and then entered the 
river Sufawaia, which empties its water 
into the Kama, and withdrew, with all 
the precipitation imaginable, to the jurif- 
didion of the lord of Stroginof, a lord im- 
menfely rich, and poffefled of all the lands 
on the banks of that river, for the compafs 
of twenty German leagues round about. 
This pyrate made his applications to the 
grandfather of this great lord for fhelter 
and protedion j and promifed, in cafe he 
would grant his requeft, to put all Sibe- 
ria under fubjection to the Czar, in com- 
penfation for the many infults and depre- 
dations on his fubjects. Accordingly he 
fucceeded, and that rich lord, not only fur- 
niflied him with all the veflels, arms, and 
artificers, that he required for his intended 
expedition; but promifed, moreover, to 
procure his pardon. Flufhed with this 
good fuccefs, he embarked with his com- 
rades, and went directly up the river Serc- 
brenfkoi, which flows from the north-eafl 
Qf the mountains of Wergotur, and emp* 
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ties its waters into the Sufawaia. Here he 169?. 
caufed his crew to land, and march to t he 
river Tagin, which flowed down to the 
Tura, where he took poffdlion of the fort 
ofTumeen, which is fituate on that river, 
where he flew every one that fell in his 
way. After that, he returned up the To- 
bol, as far as the very city which bears 
that name ; where he met with a Tartar- 
prince, of twelve years of age only, whole 
name was Altanas Kutzjumowitz, the 
grandfon of whom is at this prefect junc- 
ture in Mofcow, and honoured with the 
title of Czarowitz of Siberia. Having thus 
fecured this port, he fortified it directly, 
and fent the young prince captive to Mof- 
cow. 

After this grand pyrate had proved thus 
fuccefsful, he went down the Irtis, and 
was attacked in the night, not far diflant 
from Tobol, by a party of Tartars. In 
this encounter, he loft the greateft part of 
his comrades ; and attempting to jump, in 
a harry and confufion, out of one veflcl 
into another, he dropt down into the ri- 
ver, and was loon drowned ; his body, how- 
ever, being drove along by the rapidity of 
the ftream, was never heard of more. In 
the interim, the lord of Stroginoff had^Uftt 
to court, and, according to his promife, 
procured a pardon for Jeremak ; he fent 
troops likewife to the feveral places which 
that pyrate had fubdued, and fortified them 
out of hand. And this was the manner in 
which Siberia fell into the pofleflion of the 
Mofcovites, who are mailers of that fine 
country at this very day. 

The Tartars, who are the inhabitants t>mne 
of Tobol, and the adjacent parts, are all •Var.ars." 
Mohammedans in general. The envoy, be- 
ing defirous of feeing their religious rites 
and ceremonies, went with the Waywod 
into one of their mofehs; for without his 
being there he could never have procured 
admiflion. Thefe mofehs of theirs have 
large windows all round about, which are 
left always open ; and the pavements of 
them are covered with no other decoration 
than a carpet. Upon their entrance, they 
leave their fhoes at the door, and fit regu- 
larly enough, but all crofs-Ieggcd. The 
mufti appears in a robe of white cotton, and 
wears a white turban on his head. Having 

whif- 
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1692 whifpefed to one of his attendants, he im- and when all the people prefent had ob- 

•^*0^ mediately made his proclamation, on which ferved the fame ceremony, theii divine fer- 

they all inftantly fell down on their knees. vice was immediately over. 

The mufti then repeated a few words in The mufti was an Arabian by birth, and 
a very low and unintelligible voice ; and af- held by the people in great veneration 5 

Thdr uruiI ter that, cried out, Alla, Alla, Mohammed ; and as a teftimony thereof, every one who 

the reft did the fame after him, bowing could either read, or underftand the Ara- 

their heads down thrice fuccefiively to the bian language, was highly valued on Ijis 

ground. This ceremony over, the mufti account. As his houfe was very near the 

fixed his eyes upon his hands, as if he pro- mofeh, he invited the envoy in, and en- 

pofed to read fomething ; and then cried tertained him with a difh of tea. .There 

out a fecond time, Alla, Alla, Moham- are great numbers of Calmuc Haves in 

med. In the next place, he turned back thefe parts j and even the defeendants of 

his face over his right {boulder, and then fcveral princes, who were prifoners in for- 

over his left, but uttered not a fingle word: mer times. 


Occafional Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 


(a) Tobollki, or Tobol, eaft long. 63 lat. 
57. 50. the capital of Siberia, or AfiaticRufTia, 
fituate at the confluence of the rivers Tobol 
and Irtis, whofe united ftream divides Europe 
from Afia, lies 800 miles eaft of Mofcow, 
and 1000 miles eaft of Pcterflburg. This 
city (lands upon a hill, and is furrounded by 
a wall, and other modern works. To this 

or near it, the Ruffians ufually banilh 
their ftate-prifoners. Hither the princes 
Meiizikotl', Dolgoiucki, and the duke of 
Coin land, were lent, as well as theSwedilh 
Prifoners, taken at the battle of Pultowa, 

(b) Siberia, or Afiatic Kuffia, fee p. 17. 
n. b. 

(/) Samocds, fir natives of Samoida, fee p. 
17. n. h. 

(d) Mofcuvy, or Kuffia, fee p. 7. n. c. 

(<) Irtis a ^reat river, which runs from 


fouth to north through Ruffia, falls into the 
river Oby, and makes part of the boundary 
between Afia and Europe. 

( f) China, fee p. 66 . n. /. 

(g) Oby, the river, fee p. 18. n. e. 

(h) Oftiachs, or Ouftiachs, this country is 
a part of Afiatic Ruffia. Thefe people extend 
along the river Irtis to its confluence with the 
river Oby ; from thence they extend themfelves 
northward along the banks of the Oby and 
Jenifa, till they fall into the gulph of Man- 
gafea, or the frozen ocean ; inhabiting the 
banks of feveral rivers, which fall into the 
Oby and Jenifa abovementioned. They have 
no towns j but live in huts, that are eafily mo- 
ved, or new-built, whenever they go to hunt, 
or fi(h, which feems to be the employment of 
thefe people at the proper feafons fince they 
have no corn in their country, nor follow any 
kind of hufbandry. 
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CHAP. XX.. 

Mr. Ifbrants departs from (a) Tobol, or Tobolfki. A Defer ip tion of 
the (b) Irtis. Sledges drawn by Dogs , and how. That Minified s 
departure from Samoro/koi-jam, and bis Arrival at Surgent. 


T H E envoy departed from Tobolfki 
on the 22d of July, having furnilhed 
himfelf with proper veflels, and all other 
things requifite for his purpofe ; and more 
particularly with a ftrong guard for the 
fecurity of himfelf and his attendants. 
Thus provided, he fell down the Irtis, 
‘on the fhores whereof are divers villages, 
inhabited both by Tartars and Oftiachs 
and amongft the reft, thofe of Demi- 
anikoi, Jamin, &c. where the fmall river 
of Penouka empties its waters into the 
Irtis. On the 28 th, the envoy arrived at 
Samorolkoi-jam, where he changed his 
rowers, and put up malls in his larger 
veflels, in order to his failing up the river 
Oby, whenever he had a favourable wind ; 
the Irtis falling into this river by feveral 
openings at but a fmall diftance from 
Samorolkoi-jam. 

The water of the river Irtis is clear and 
light, and falls from the mountains in the 
country of the Calmucs. This river flows 
from the fouth to the north-eaft, and runs 
through the two lakes called Kebac and 
and Suzan. It is bordered on the fruth- 
ealt by fome lofty mountains,, which a- 
bouqd with cedars ; and the land on the 
other fide to the north- weft is low, and 
full of pafture-grounds, or meadows, 
wherein feveral black bears, wolves, and 
foxes, both red and grey, are frequently to 
be met with j and on the banks of the 
river Kafimka, which empties its waters 
into the (c) Oby, not far diftant from. 
Samorolkoi-jam are the fined grey furs 
throughout all (d) Siberia, thofe in 
the woods of Hctkoi-Wollock before- men- 
tioned only excepted. 


The inhabitants informed the envoy, 
that, one day in the autumn before his 
arrival, there came a bear into a liable 
which fronted a meadow, from whence 
he took a cow, holding her fall in his fore- 
paws, whilfl he walked on thofe behind ; 
that the people of the houfe and fome of 
the farmer, neighbours hearing the unufual 
noife which the cow made, ran out to her 
a Alliance ; and fell foul upon Bruin witb- 
all^ their might. All their blows availed 
but little } the bear obflinatcly kept his 
hold ; neither did the fray ceafe, till they 
fliot him and killed the cow. 

Moll of the inhabitants of tbefe parts 
are Ruffians in his Czarian majefty’s pay, 
and who are indifpenfibly obliged to fur- 
nilh all fuch Waivods as are fent thither, 
and all fuch as travel into Siberia on that 
prince’s account, with proper carriages and 
guides, as well to go by water in the fum- 
mer-feafon, as on the ice in winter, as far 
as the city Surgut, which is fituate on the 
Oby, at very reafonable rates. 

It is very remarkable, that the inhabi- 
tants keep a great number of dogs, to draw 
their fledges in the winter ; for they can- 
not make ufe of horfes for thofe occalions 
on account of the depth of the fnow, 
which, upon the Oby is fometimes at leall 
a fathom deep. 

Two of thofe dogs are put to a very 
light fledge ; and notwithllanding two or 
three hundred weight may be commo- 
dioufly laid thereon j yet neither the dogs, 
nor the fledge make the leall. impreffion 
on the fnow. There are fome of thefe 
inhabitants are fo idle, as to imagine, that 
thefe dogs have fome fore- knowledge of 
Q q 1 the 
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1692 the time when they are to be employed on 
■TT* thefe expeditions, and in the night before 
have their aflemblies, and make a hideous 
howling on thofe occafions ; from whence 
their mafters conclude, that they have 
ftrangers coming to vifit them. This, 'how- 
ever, is by no means probable, and down- 
right fuperftition. The guides, when they 
travel, carry a gun upon their (houldcr, 
and put on certain long (hoes, which arc 
fit to run with upon the fnow. Some- 
times the inhabitants will take their dogs 
out with them, in order to hunt for game 
in the woods ; where they frequently meet 
with fine black foxes, whofe fkins they 
make ufe of themfelves, but give their flelh 
to the dogs ; fo that a double advantage 
a defaip- ar ‘^ e * horn their diverfion. Thefe dogs 
tien tiief* arc but of a moderate fize; but have 

(logs. # 

(harp nofes, and pointed ears, which prick 
up, and curling tails like thofe of wolves 
and foxes ; and as there is fuch a manifeft 
refemblance between them, they may very 
eafily be miftaken for fuch when running 
in the woods. It is certain, that they fre- 
quently mingle together, and make their 
appearance in the neighbourhood of villages, 
when there are any preparations making 
for the diverfions of hunting. 

The envoy On the 29th of July, the envoy fet out 
fmnTs.ma- from Samraolkoi-jam, and having furnilh- 
ju^TjjT’ himfelf with two veflels, went down the 

principal branches of the Irtis, towards the 
Oby, where he arrived the very next day. 
On the eaftern fide of this river there are 
feveral high mountains, and a great num- 
ber of pafture-grounds, which extend be- 
yond the reach of the eye, on the weftern 
fide; and the river in this place is half a 
league at leaft in breadth. 

Au SU ft «. On the 6th of Auguft, this minifter ar- 
rived fafely at Surgut, which lies on the 
eaftern fide of this river. In thefe parts, 
as you go up the country to the eaftward, 
and up the Oby from Surgut, as far as the 
city of Narum, there arc very fine fables, 
both black and brown ; as alfo the fined 
ermins of all Syberia, and even of all Ruf- 
fia; and black-foxes which are beautiful 
to the laft degree ; the fineft of which are 
referved for the ufe of his Czarian majefty, 
and arc fometimes valued at no lefs than 
two or three hundred rubles apiece; fomeof 


thefe black ones exceed the fineft fables that 1 692 
are to be met with throughout all Dauria. '~~*** t 
They are taken by dogs ; and the following 
ftory was related to our author by one of 
the inhabitants of the place. 

A black-fox, of the moft beautiful fort, Ad ; c " ,urt 
appearing in the fpring of the preceding >y » <•*. 
year, in open day-light, near Surgut, was 
purfued by a country-man, who had 
dogs of the fame colour with his game. 

The fox, finding that there was no poftibi- 
lity of making his efcape, all on a fudden 
turned di redly towards the dogs, with an 
air of intimacy and complaifance, and laid 
himfelf flat on his back, and beggn to lick 
their chops ; after which, he ran about and 
played with them, during all which time 
the dogs, as complaifant feemingly as him- 
felf, never'oflfered to hurt or fecure him: 
at length, flyly watching for a favourable 
opportunity, he flunk at once into the 
woods. As the country-man had no fire- 
arms to (hoot him directly, he foon loft 
fight of him, and all hopes of being ever 
pofieft of the rich booty of which he 
thought himfelf at firft almoft fecure. 

Two days afterwards, this felf-fame fox 
retutned to the fame place, when the 
country-man, contrary to his expectations, . 
had a fccond fight of his wifhed-for booty, 
and purfued him, not only with the fame 
black dogs, but with a white one likewife, 
which (as he had obferved) was fomewhat 
more fagacious than the others. The black 
dogs having allured him once more into 
their company, the white one, who kept a 
fteady eye upon him, and knew him bet- 
rer than the reft, made towards him as im- 
perceptibly and fafely as he could, thinking 
to jump upon him unawares j but the fox, 
by a fudden lpring, made his efcape a fe- 
cond time with fafety into the woods*. 

Upon this fecond difappointment, the 
country-man determined to blacken his 
white dog, that the fox might not be able 
to diftinguifli him from the reft ; and go- 
ing back to the woods again with his dog 
in mafqucrade, he foon found his game a 
‘third time. At length, the fox thus de- 
ceived, and looking upon him as 011c of 
his footy companions, attempted to play 
with him as he had done with the others 
fuccefsfully before ; but by that means, he 

fell 



CORNELIUS LE B R U N. 


1692 fell into the fnare which was too artfully 
prepared for him ; for the dog inflantly 
fcizedon him, to the high’gleeofhis tnaftcr, 
who fold his fkin for one hundred rubles. 

There are here likewife a great num- 
ber of foxes that are particoloured, half 
black, half grey, but thofe that are per- 
fectly black are but feldom to be met 
with : There are ftill greater numbers of 
thofe that are red. This country, more- 
a tieferif- over, abounds with otters and beavers: as 

non of tne 

otter, the former live wholly upon prey, they are 
very dangerous creatures j they will fre- 
quently climb up trees; and there Hand 
upon the watch, tilt fome elk, ftag, or 
deer, or a hare happens to pafs by; at 
which time, they will fpring at once upon 
their prey, which they for the generality 
fecure, and feldom leave till they have ab- 
folutely devoured them. A waywod, who 
was po defied of one of thefe amphibious 
creatures alive, threw him into the river, 
and fent two dogs directly after him ; but 
finding himfelftoo clofely purfued, he flew 
at the head of the firft dog, and held him 
under water till he had perfettly drowned 
him ; and after' that conqueft, offered to 
attack the fecond, which in all probabili- 
• ty, had not his mafler came timely to his 
afliftance, had met with' the fame fate. 

Strange flories, and fuch as are almofl 
!L b e "we S ” incredible, are told of the beavers, which 
:™m told have their caverns and boroughs all along 
the bank of this river, in fuch place?, how- 
ever, as are lefs frequented, but where 
there is mod fifh, which is their principal 
fubfiflence. The inhabitants aflert, that 
they aflcmble together by couples in the 
fpring, and form a kind of clan or focie- 
ty ; that after this, they make feveral of 
their own fociety prifoners, and drag them 
to their lurking-holes, or fecret recefles, 
and there oblige them to a£t as their flaves 
or vaffals; that they will bring down fub- 
ftantial trees to the ground, by fapping 
their foundations with their teeth ; that 
afterwards, they will carry them oft' the 
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premifes to their refpedivc cell,', or habi- , ro- 
tations, where they will lop oft' branches 
of a certain length, which they make ule 
of to fecure thofe provifions which they lay 
up in the fummer, when their females 
bring forth their young. They meet a le- 
cond time after this, if we are rightly in- 
formed ; and when they have felled a tree, 
after their own manner, fometimes of an 
ell in circumference, they will reduce it to 
the length of two fathom, and then float 
it along to their fccret places of abode, be- 
fore which they rgife it up to the depth 
of an ell, without touching the bottom, 
and plant it in fuch an exa& equilibrium, 
that it fhall (land the fhock of the moft 
violent blaft of wind, or the moft impetu- 
ous torrent, without the leaf! difeompo- 
fure. Notwithftanding this affertion may 
feem incredible and fupernatural, yet this 
envoy allures us, that the fatt was con- 
firmed to him by perfons of undoubted 
veracity all over Sybcria, and in other pla- 
ces*; he has endeavoured, ’tis true, to fup- 
prefs the account, becaufe, in his opinion, 
fuch artifices and proceedings feemed more 
the effects of human reafon, than the 
inflinct of any brute creature whatfoever. 

lie adds^ indeed, that there are abun- 
dance of people in that country, who af- 
cribc the erection of fuch treCs, in fuch 
a mathematical balance, to the magic of 
the (e) Oftiachs, and other magi, who re- 
fide in thofe parts ; but be that as it may, 
it is certain, that the country people know 
perfectly well how to diftinguifh the maf- 
ter from the flaves that are to be met with 
amongft thefe creatures ; for the latter arc 
much thinner, and their coats are worn 
perfe&ly thread-bare, through the extra- 
ordinary toil and fatigue that they are ob- 
liged to undergo. 

The Ruffians and Oftiacs, who fre- 
quently hunt them, never deftroy a whole 
brood ; but always take care to leave behind 
them a male and female for the procrea- 
tion of their fpecies. 


Of- 
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(a) Tobol, or Tobolflci, feep. 148. n. a. 

( b ) Irtis, the river, fee p. 148. n. t. 

CO Oby, the river, feep. i 8 .n, c. 


Siberia, or Afiatic Ruflia, fee p. 17. n. b. 
(0 Oftiachs, or Oufliachs, fee p. 148 n. h . 


CHAP. XXI. 

Afr*. IlbrantV Arrival at Narum. ^ Defiription of the (a) Oftiachs ; &c. 
tho the River ( b) Oby abounds with fijh, yet its (bores lie all unmanured. * 


M R. Ifbrant, having been for fomc 
confiderabie time labouring up the 
river Oby ; one while by the afliftanca of 
their fail, and another, by the flower 
meafures of the tow-line; croffed the* 
mouth of the Wagga, (whofe waters fall 
down from the mountains of Trugan, from 
whence that river has its fource) on the 
1 3th of Auguft. The Wagga*is a large 
river, and the waters of it are bordering on 
black, which difeharge themfelves into the 
Oby, to the north-north-weft, a little be- 
low Narum, which is but a fmall city, 
where he arrived, however, fafe on the 
twenty-fourth. It is fituate on the fide of 
the river, in a fine country ; and moreover, 
is defended by a citadel, or fortrefs, which 
is well garrifoned by the (c) Coflacs. In 
the parts adjacent,, there are prodigious 
numbers of trees of various colours, black, 
red, and grey, to be met with ; as alfo of 
beavers, ermins, fables, &c. # The banks 
of the Oby, as far as this city extends, 
are inhabited by a people called the Of- 
tiachs, who are worftiippers of idols, and 
acknowledge, indeed, that there is a God 
in Heaven, as well as theirs on earth, but 
they pay no tribute qf divine homage to 
him. Some of their idols are compofed 
of wood ; others of clay, in human ^brms, 
which they mould with their own hands, 


in as heautiful a manner as they can ; ‘ and 
fuch as are perfons < 5 f fubftancc, and of 
a fuperior rank from the populace, clotlie 
them in rich filk, after the Ruflia/i mode. 
Thefe idols are, for the mod part, planted 
in their cabbins, which are compofed of 
the bark of their trees, and fewed together 
with the guts of deer, inftead of thread. 
On one fide of them are placed large bun- 
dles of hair ; and on the other, ftands a 
little bucket, which is kept conftantly full 
of a kind of broth, of which divine food, 
they adminifter divers fpoonfuls every day, 
at leaft as much of it as they deem fuffici-" 
ent for their comfortable fubfiftence. And 
as this fpoon-meat is continually running 
down at the corners of their mouths, it has 
a very difagreeable effedt, and is enough to 
turn one’s ftomach. When they make 
their Applications to thefe gods of their 
own making, dr pay them any other kind 
of divine adoration, they ftand ereft be- 
fore them, and make a thoufand different 
motions with their heads, but never bow 
down before them ; and during thefe de- 
votional exercifes, they make a hideous 
hooping and hollowing, not much unlike 
thofe vociferations which are made by our 
European huntfmen, when they are exer- 
cifmg their dogs. 

Thefe idols are called Saitans, which 
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name feems to derive its origin from 
Satan the arch-fiend ot Hell, As fome 
of thefc Odiachs happened to be on 
board this minifter’s vefTels, he indulged 
them fo far as to fliew them an odd curi- 
ofity, and that was the form of a bear, 
which was fird invented by a native of 
( d) Nuremberg, and by internal fprings of 
clock-work, would beat a drum, and move 
his head and eyes about with the fame 
freedom, as if adlually alive. When they 
obferved the dexterity and various motions 
of this extraordinary machine, they pre- 
fently began to fing and dance before it, 
and pay it all the very fame tedimonies of 
divine adoration, as they would to their 
mod favourite Saitan ; nay, they feemed to 
carry their veneration higher; for they 
acknowledged this to be a Saitan indeed, 
and one of a much fuperior fort to their 
own ; and were they mailers of it, they 
would cloath it in the fined fables, and the 
bed (kin of one of their blacked foxes. 
They would fain have purchafcd it ; but 
our minider ordered it forthwith to be re- 
moved out of their fight, in order to put 
a dop to their religious deportment to- 
wards it. 

It is cudomary for thefe Odiacs to mar- 
ry as many young women as they think 
fit, or at lead, as many as their circum- 
dances will with convenience admit of; 
and confanguinity itfelf is no bar to their 
nuptial enjoyments. The neared relation, 
in Ihort, with them is as acceptable a 
bed-fellow, as the remoted dranger. 

Upon the deceafe of any of their friends, 
they make incedant lamentations round 
the corpfe for fevcral days fuccedively ; 
having their heads clofe covered up, with- 
out feeing any one perfon whomfoever, 
and being condantly on their knees. 
When this tedimony of their refpett is 
fully paid, they carry the deceafcd away 
upon poles, and depofit him in his grave. 
Mod of them, hqjyever, are very poor, and 
during the fummer-feafon refide in mean, 
defpicable huts ; but, were they indudri- 
oufly inclined, they might with eafe im- 
prove their little dock ; fince all the coun- 
try round about the Oby yields furs in 
abundance, and the river itfelf affords 
great plenty of fifh, but abounds more 
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particularly with durgeon ; infbmuch that 1692 
for three-penny- worth of tobacco, one 
may purchafe a (core of them. They are 
naturally, however, mod fhamefully in- 
dolent ; and 'but very few of them are 
very folicitous after any thing more than 
what will afford them a bare fubfitlcncc 
during the winter-feafon. 

When they travel, and when they cm- Tkcrjm. 
ploy thcmfelves in fifhing, which is but 
feldom, they live entirely on a fiih diet. 

As to their daturc, they are neither re- 
markably tall or fhort ; their hair, for the 
generality, is either fair or red ; but their 
faces and nofes arc very broad : they are 
not in the lead addicted to any warlike 
atchievements, and arc perfect drangers to 
the ufc of arms. They have by them, 
indeed, both bows and arrows, in order to 
kill their prey, when they go out a-hunt- 
ing ; but even with them they do but little 
execution, as they are but miferable marks- 
men. 

A to their drefs, tho* they cover their Th ''" d ' cl *' 
nakedncls, it is true, with the fkins of fillies, 
but particularly that of the durgeon above- 
mentioned ; yet they wear no manner of 
linnen underneath them. Their dockings 
and (hoes are compofcd of the fame ma- 
terials, and over their filh-fkin covering, 
they wear a kind of waidcoat, as a loofe 
mantle, to which a fort of cap is affixed, 
which is pulled over their heads when it 
happens to rain. As their flioes in parti- 
cular are made of fifh-fkin only, they are 
never water-proof ; fo that their feet arc 
very feldom free from being wet. They 
undergo all the inclemency of the weather, 
without any feeming concern, notwith- 
danding they are fo thinly clad as is above - 
deferibed ; and in cafe the frod happens 
to be more intenfc, or the winds more 
bleak than ordinary, they only wear two 
waidcoats indead of one. As this hap- 
pens, however, but very feldom, and once 
as it were in an age ; they will afk one a- 
nother, fometimes, do you remember the 
time, pray, when you were reduced to the 
neceffuy of wearing a double Waidcoat ? 

When they go a-hunting, in the winter, 
be it ever fo cold, they wear but one ; and 
never cover their breads at all, taking it 
for granted, that they (hall be hot enough 
R r in 
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in confidence with running backwards and 
forwards on the fnow with their (ledge- 
lhutrs. hut when they accidentally meet 
with a levercr winter than ufual, and fuch 
a hard froff as proves too'infupportable, 
they then drip themfclves dark-naked, and 
bury their bodies as deep as poffible in the 
fnow, in order to prevent both a lingering and 
painful death. 

There is very little difference in the drefs 
of their women from that of the men’s ; and 
their principal ameffment is that of hunt- 
ing the bear. When they are on this 
expedition, they fet out in bands, or com- 
panies ; but armed with no other weapon 
of defence, than a kind of (harp knife, 
faffened to the end of a ffafF about fix 
feet in length. When they have killed 
their game, they cut off" his head, in the 
fu ff place. ; then they hang it upon the 
branch of a tree, and run round it, hand 
in hand, as a tedimony of their high 
veneration lor it. When this ceremony 
it. performed, they then dance round* ,the 
body of it, in much the fame manner, 
euh of them afking the dead carcafe, 
who it was that killed him ? Then they 
return the anfwer thcmfllves for the 
dead bear : “ It was a Ruffian that murde- 
red me.” Who was it cut off thy head ? 
“ The ax of a Ruffian.” Who was it 
that cut open thy entrails? “ A Ruffian.” 
In ffiort, whatever injury is done to this 
particular animal, the barbarous treat- 
ment is aferibed immediately to the 
Ruffians. 

Poor as they are, for the mod: part (as 
has already been hinted) they have fomc 
petty princes amongff them, who bear 
the title of Knezzcs: and one of thefe 
illuffrious perfonages came on board Mr. 
Ifbrant’s veff’el, in order to pay his ex- 
cellency a villi. This Knez was fuper- 
intendant of lomc hundreds of their huts, or 
cabbins ; and his principal bufinefs was to 
colledt the tribute which thofe Offiachs 
under his jurifdidion were obliged to pay 
to the Waiwodes, or officers, of his 
Czirian majefty. When lie came, he 
brought with him a numerous train of 
attendants j together witli a prefent of fome 
fine l’rcffi fiffi ; and on his departure, the 
compliment was returned by an exchange 


of brandy and tobacco, with which he 
went away, to all outward appearance, 
highly delighted. Some (hort time after 
this firft interview, he paid this miniller a 
fecond vifit, and before he took his leave, 
gave him a friendly invitation to his 
palace ; and Mr. Ifbrant’s curiofity indu- 
cing him to accept of his highnefs’s offer, 
he waited on him according to appoint- 
ment, and was received by the Knez him- 
felf, who pcrfonally did the honours of 
his houfe, and introduced him, without 
the formal ceremony of a maffer, as is 
cuffomary with other princes. This mag- 
nificent ftrinflure Was compofed, like the 
cabbins of his fubjefts, of the barks of 
trees, and thofe likewife fewed toge- 
ther after a very inelegant and aitlefs 
manner. 

At this interview, Mr. Ifbrants was 
favoured with the fight of four of this 
prince’s wives: the youngeff was dreft in a 
fcarlct cloth petticoat; with a great variety 
of glafs trinkets fome compofed of coral, 
and others of glafs, which were difpofed 
of round her waift, her neck, and in the 
treffes of her hair, which hung down in 
ringlets on each fide, and over her ffioul- 
ders ; in her ears (lie wore rings, or more 
properly fpieaking, buckles, from whence 
hung down firings of coral beads. Three 
of thefe conforts of his highnefs prefented 
this miniftcr with a kind of fmall tub, 
made of the fame materials as their habi- 
tation, filled up to the brim with dryed fiffi ; 
but the youngeff, before particularly de- 
ferred, gave him a little tub full of bur- 
geon, which was as yellow as gold itfelf ; 
and in return for all their favours, lie re- 
galed them very plentifully with brandy 
and tobacco, which with them is efteemed 
a very delicious and grand repaft. 

This royal cabbin could boaff of no 
other furniture than a few cradles, and 
trunks, compofed of the baiks of trees, in 
which were their bed^and bedding, full 
of wood-duff, blit as iofl as down itfelf. 
The cradles were placed at one end of the 
cabbin, and full of little children, all (lark 
naked; but then there was a good fire in 
the center. There were no culinary 
implements that he could perceive, one 
copper kettle only excepted, and a few 

others 
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others made of bark, which could not pof- 
fibly he u. 1 vJ, in cafe the fire was any 
ways interne. 

When they fmoak, whicli is one of 
their favourite amufements, both the 
women, as well as the men, take a mouth- 
ful of water, and fwallow the fmoak of 
the tobacco along with it. This habit 
has Inch an influence over them, that they 
fometinus are perfectly intoxicated there- 
by, and fall down upon the ground, en- 
tirely deprived of their fenfes, with their 
eyes wide open, like perfons amongfl the 
Europeans a 111 idled wit' the faliing- 
ficknefs ; fome of ^m fwallow this 
fmoak down with fuch exccfs, that they 
expire upon the fpot. Sometimes, when 
they are thus affedted, they will fall into 
the river, if they happen to be near it, 
and fometimes into the fire, if within their 
cabbins. Some of them again are perfect- 
ly fuffocated with it, and end their days 
in a mod mifcrable manner. 

If any mention be but made of their 
relations, they arc highly offended, and 
look on it as a grofs affront ; nor can they 
bear, with any degree- of patience, to hear 
the names only of fuch of them as have 
been dead lor many years. They arc 
perfect ftrangers to all tranfactions abroad, 
and are fo illiterate, for the generality, 
that they can neither write nor read ; and 
notwitliftanding they are remarkably fond 
of bread, they are too indolent to cultivate 
their lands. 

They have neither temples, nor priefts.* 
Their boats, like their habitations, are com- 
pofed of the bark of trees ; and what lit- 
tle timber and frame- work there is within, 
is very flight. Tho’ thefe veffels of theirs 
are fo inelegantly built, and are feldom 
more than three fathom in length, and 
about an ell broad ; yet it is very lur- 
prifing, they will live in the worff of 
weather. 

During the winter- feafon, thefe Offiachs 
have their refideuce under ground ; with a 
large opening at the top of their caverns 
for the fmoke of them to evaporate. As 
it is cuffomary with them to lie naked 


round a fire; in cafe it happens to he 1 6 - > ^ 
fhowy weather, they find themfelvvs _ 

upon their waking, half covered with it; 
whereupon they only turn iheinlllvc--, and 
feel no other inconvenience on an ocv.iiioii 
that fo frequently occurs. 

If an Ofliach happens to prove jealous oi a v r ,» 
his wife, he cuts off part of the fur that o' ,hu /. 
grows on the belly of a hear, and can its 
it to the perfon lulpcctcd. In calc the 
party is innocent, he accepts readily o! it, 
but if he be confeinus of his guilt, he 
frankly acknowledges the illicit freedom 
he has taken, and enters directly into an 
amicable treaty with the pir;y injured, and 
pays a premium accordingly. Nor dare 
they, indeed, prevaricate on this imp< . iuit 
occalion ; fince they are all firmly per- 
fuaded, that, if any one fhoiil.l ccept of 
the hair, and at the fame tinv >e guilty 
of the ctitne laid to his ch ug die b.ur, 
from whole belly thcha'r iv.n would 
avenge the wrongs oftnc party injured, and 
dev,olir the delinquent h-lore the week 
was at an end. 

On the fame jealous account, there ate 
other prefents frequently made to the 
perfon fufpccted. Some prefent hows and 
ai rows; fome hatchets, and of hers again 
fharp, large knives ; no ways doubting, hut 
that the party who accepts them, and at 
the fame time, is actually guilty of the in- 
jury done to the donor, will within a few 
days, inevitably come to fome untimely 
end. This all of them unanimoufly af- 
fert, and the Ruffians, who refidc in the 
parts adjacent as unanimoufly confirm. 

Tho’ we have now no more to add in re- 
gard to the Offiachs themfelvcs; yet we 
cannot drop the fubjcct wholly without 
making the following remark on the 
banks of the Oby, where they pitcli their 
cabbins ; and that is this, that they lie en- 
tirely uncultivated from the fca quite up to 
the river Tun, on account of the in- 
clemency of the weather, and the cx- 
ceflive froffs, for which rcafon, they pro- 
duce no manner either of corn or fruit ; and, 
in a word, nothing at all but the cones of 
cedars. 
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(a) Oftiachs, or Ouftiachs, fee p. 148. n. h . 

(b) Oby, the river, fee p. 18. n. e. 

(f) Coffacs, people inhabiting the banks of the 
rivers Nieper and Don, near the Black-fea, and 
the frontiers of Turky. Their country ufually 
called the Ukrain, and for the moft part lub- 
je< 5 l to Ruffia. 

(d) Nuremberg, a city in Germany, in the 
circle of Franconia, capital of the territory of 
Nuremburg. Eaft long. 11. lat. 49. 30. 
fituate near the confluence of the rivers Reg- 
nitz and Pegnit, 50 miles north-weft of Ratif- 
bon, and 40 qiiles fouth of Bamberg. It is 
7 miles in circumference defended by a wall, 
a caftle, and other works, but of no great 
ftrength. It is very populous, and has the bed 
inland trade of any town in Europe : their 
clock-work, and manufa&ures in iron, fteel, 
ivory, wood, and alabafter are much admired, 
and afforded exceedingly cheap *, and from 
hence come moft of thofe toys we call Dutch 
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toys. It is nothing but the genius and induftry 
of this people that procure them the flourilh- 
trade and plenty they live in for it is a bar- 
ren country, and produces fcarce any thing to 
traffic with, but what receives the greateft part 
of the value from their labour and art. It is 
an imperial city, or independant ftate. The 
governors and magiftrates are elected out of the 
nobility j and the burgher-mafter, or chief magif- 
trate is changed every month ; the Jegiflative 
authority being lodged in a council, or diet, of 
400 of the principal burghers. In this city are 
kept the Regalia ufed at the emperor’s coro- 
nation. The eftabliffied religion is the luthc- 
ran * the calvintfts are forced to go three miles 
out of town to church *, and the papifts are 
allowed to perform divine fervice only in one 
church, when the lutherans have done with it. 

The territories of Nuremburg are about 30 
miles in length, and 20 broad, in which 
they have a great many good towns and vil- 
lages. 


Occajtonal Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 




CHAP. XXII. 


His Arrival at Makoflkoi, upon the Keta. The Inco?iveniencies that 
attended him thereon , for want of Proviftons. His Departure from 
Makoflkoi. A Defcription of the Keta. He proceeds on his Jour- 
ney by Landy and arrives at Jenizdkoi. A Defcription of that 
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M R. Hbrants having fpent fome weeks 
on the river (a) Oby, and fome 
fmall time amongft the (b) Oftiacs in the 
laft chapter particularly deferibed, arrived, 
on the firft of September, at the town of 
Keetfkoi, fituate on the Keta, which emp- 
ties its waters north- weft into the Oby j 
from thence he came, on the twenty- 
eighth, to the convent of Saint Sergius ; and 
on the third of October then next follow- 
ing, to the village called Worozoikin, 
where one of his domeftics, by name John 
George Wetfcl, of Slefwick, painter, 
died on that day of a very high fever. 

On thefeventh of the month laft-men- 
tioned, he arrived with fafety at Makoft- 


Ikoi, where he interred the faid Wetfel, 
on arifing ground, near the bank of the 
river. During his navigation of the Oby, 
he was more harraffed and fatigued than 
in any other part of his long and tedious 
journey 5 for he fpent five weeks fucceflive- 
ly in his paflage up that river, without the 
fight of any con ver fable creature, except 
a few indolent illiterate Oftiachs, who, 
upon his approach towards them, flew 
from him with a kind of terror into the 
adjacent woods. Thefe Oftiachs were a 
different clan, indeed, from thofe which 
we have juft deferibed, but as equally ad- 
dicted to idol-worfliip. 

In his paflage up the Keta, he found 

him- 
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himfelfgrcatly embarrafl'ed through went 
of proper provifions, efpecially through 
the fcarcity of flour, or bread, which is 
man's principal fupport ; for, from the 
time thathe departed from (c)Tobol,he had 
received no manner of fupply, excepting 
that of a few frelh fifti. It muff be ac- 
knowledged, indeed, that he would not 
have been drove to fo high a degree of 
diftrefs, had he with-held his beneficence 
to the poor Oftiacs, who were on board 
his veflel, and fometimes tow’d her, tho’ 
with no linall relu&ance, as having a na- 
tural averflon, as we have before hinted, 
to hard labour ; and more of them would 
willingly have deferted the vcflfel than 
there actually did, had they not been 
very narrowly over-look’d, and compel- 
led to lend a helping hand. At la ft, in- 
deed, they became perfectly fpent, and 
had, doubtlefs, funk under the weight 
of their toil and fatigue, had not an im- 
mediate afliftance been fent them from 
the governor of Jenizelkoi, who upon 
application made to him by this miniftcr, 
took his diftrefs into confidcration, and 
fent him immediate relief; for had he 
look’d on him with an evil eye, and had 
been fo inhuman as to deny him the aflif- 
tance he requefted, that minifter muft 
have flopped at leaft thirty leagues fliort of 
Makoflkoi, and in all probability would 
have perilhed in the ice, and the deep 
fnows which he muft have inevitably 
met with in that melancholy paflage, 
there being no inhabitants on the banks 
of the Keta to be met with in all that 
vaft extent of ground. 

No fooner had he departed from Ma- 
koftfkoi, but the river Keta, which is 
by no means navigable in the winter- fca- 
fon, began to be blocked up with ice, 
through an exceflive and fudden froft. Its 
waters run through a country which 
abounds with woods, and thickets, and 
winds about to that degree, that the tra- 
veller, after a tedious paflage for twelve 
hours fucccflively, Hands aftonifhed at 
night to find how little ground he has 
gained fincc the dawn of day. This 
country abounds with heath-game, fuch 
as pheafants, and partridges ; and it is no 
difagreeable diverfion to fee them morning 
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and evening upon the banks of the river 
regaling themfclves in whole flocks ; 
where you may kill almoft what number 
you pleafe as you pafs along. And this 
proved no trivial afliftance to them at a 
time when they were reduced to Ihort 
commons. The foil here affords great 
plenty of goofeberries bpth red and Mack ; 
asalfo large quantities of tluwhcirics, raid 
r.ftberries ; but as to the river it (l-lf, it 
can boaft ot no plenty of tlih, that are 
worth the fatigue of catching. 

Not far diflant from hence, in the 
mountains which rear their heads towards 
the north-caft, fcveral paliengers have met 
with the teeth and bones of a creature, 
which is there called a Marnmut; but 
more particularly on the banks of the fc- 
veral rivers diftingtiilhed by the refpedive 
names of (d) Jenifia, Trugon, Moi%m- 
fea, and (c) Lena, not far diflant from 
Jabutfkoi, and quite as far as the Icy 
Ocean. And this dilcovery is principally 
made, when there happens to be a great 
thaw which has flooded the laft mentioned 
river; and the ice has carried a hum 
quantity of earth from off the fidcs of the 
mountains. It is at fuch times as thefe, 
that the carcafcs of thofe creatures arc 
found lock’d up in the earth, which is 
frozen almoft from the top to the bottom ; 
but more particularly, when the thaw has 
proved cxcefllvely great. One of Mr. 
Ifbrant’s attendants, who had been fcveral 
years employed in making his ftiifteft 
refearches after thefe particular animals, 
allured him, that he once found an entire 
head of one of thclc Mammuts in Ionic 
of thofe thaw’d grounds; that when lie had 
fplit it, and laid it perfectly open, he 
found almoft all the flcfliy part of ft abfo- 
lutely putrified ; and that the teeth of it 
ftuck out in much the lame manner as 
thofe of the elephant, and were fofall ri- 
veted in, that it was with no linall dif- 
ficulty, that he drew them : That 

feme Ihort time after, meeting with a 
forc-quartcr of one of thefe creatures he 
carried away one bone only of it to the 
city of Trugan, which was as thick as 
the waifte of a moderate man, and, in 
ftiort, that he perceived Ibmcthing that bore 
a refemblancc of blood towards the neck. 

S f There 
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There are various conjectures in regard 
to this remarkable animal. The Jakutes, 
the Tungufes, and the Oftiacs, peremp- 
torily affert, that he never rites out of the 
earth, but removes from place to place, 
mole-like, entirely under-ground : To 
this they add, that they can vifibly dif- 
ccrn the earth both rife and fall as he is 
making his progrefs ; infomuch that he 
leaves fome confiderablc trench behind 
him. They add, moreover, that he in- 
ftantaneoufly expires, if he has the leaft 
perception of any light, and never ap- 
pears, but by meer accident, above the 
lnrface ; from whence it is, that he is never 
feen alive, and never difeovered when 
dead, but upon hilly gronnd. 

The (f) Ruffians, however, who have 
now for many years paft been inhabitants 
of (g) Siberia, are of opinion, that thefe 
Mammuts are a fpccies of the elephant, 
and that there is no material difference 
between them, the teeth of the former on- 
ly being fomewhat clofer, and more 
hooked. They will tell you, that there 
were numbers of thefe animals in this 
country before the general deluge ; the 
climate in thofe antidiluvian days being 
more watm and temperate than at pre- 
fent ; and that their dead carcases being 
walked away by the flood, were buried 
deep in the earth ; and that the froft, 
which has ever fincc affeCtcd them more 
or lefs, has preferved them to this time 
from abfolute decay ; and, in a word, 
that it is wholly owing to the thaws, 
which occafionally happen, that they 
arc ever difeovered at all ; and it muft be 
allowed, that, in cafe this be not actually 
matter of faCl, yet the conjecture is natu- 
ral, and plaufible enough. Neither is it' 
any ways requilite, in order to clear up 
this affair, for us to imagine, that there 
has been any variation in the climate of 
thefe parts, flnee the bodies of thefe ex- 
traordinary animals may have been drove 
down thither by the waters, which at 
that time covered the whole face of the 
earth. 

When the teeth of thefe creatures have 
been expo fed to the open air for a whole 
fummer, they are found fplit, and are 
very black j and when that is the cafe, 
3 


they are of no ufe or value at all ; where- t > <ji 
as fuch as are found whole and perfectly s *' v ' s ' 
clean, are as white as ivory. Thofe who 
make it their bufinefs to make refearches 
after them, carry them in large quantities 
all over (b) Mufcovy, where they are 
manufactured into combs, and other little 
u ten fils of the like nature. 

The envoy’s attendant laft mentioned Tti0 
affured him, that he once found two n ' ul 4 

' ^ ot pr< 

teeth in one and the fame head, which I'inicrt- 
weighed 1200 pounds, or thereabouts 
( Ruffia weight ) that is to fay, 400 
pounds of German weight ; from whence 
it is evident beyond contradiction, that the 
creature, when living, muff: be of a mon- 
ftrous fize. This is all the account we 
can give of the creature ; for Mr. Ifbrant 
acknowledges, that he never met with 
any one who had feen the animal whole, 
cither alive or dead ; nor any one that 
could give a fatisfaCtory defeription of its 
particular form. 

When this envoy had once happily , K . cn , tl , 
landed at the village of Makoffkoi, he . ru " , ‘ 1 ' 
was determined not to expofe cither him- i>yua. 
felf, or any of his retinue, to the perils 
and dangers that attend the navigation of 
the Keta any farther j and for that reafon . 
performed the remainder of his journey on 
dry land. Having travelled in this man- 
ner for about fixteen leagues, on the 1 2th 
of OClober he arrived l'afc at Jenizelkoi; Al . rh .„ at 
where he tarried for fome confiderablc Jui.zcfkuii 
time, not only in order to refreffi both 
himfelf and his retinue after their long fa- 
tigue, but to wait till the winter feafon 
was perfectly fettled, that he might pur- 
fue hisdeftin’d journey more agreeably in a 
Hedge. In the interim he took care to 
furniffi himfelf with every convenience 
that was requifite for that purpofc; and 
had, moreover, leifure-hours enow to 
make his refearches after every thing in the 
city, that was worthy the attention of the 
curious traveller. 

It derives its name from the river of Je- A {tif 
nifia, which, having its fource in the ,i ' in 01 , ‘ ,t 
fouth, traverfes the Kalmuc mountains, c ‘ ; 
and rolls its waters on, almoft in a ffrait 
line, to the northward, till it difeharges 
itfelf into the icy fea of (i) Tartary, but 
not in the fame manner as the Oby docs, 

which 
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1692 which difembogues itfelf into the bofom 
of its own waters, and from them rolls 
into the fea. At this town the river is at 
lcaft a full quarter of a league broad : Its 
water is both clear and light ; but affords 
no great quantity of fifh. The inhabi- 
tants of this city, about feven years fince, 
fitted out a fubftantial veffel, in order to 
go upon the whalc-fifhecy ; but fhe never 
returned, neither did they ever hear any 
tidings of her afterwards. The inhabi- 
tants of Tiguma, a town that lies con- 
fiderably farther down the river, fends 
lhips annually on the fame expedition ; but 
then they a<5t with more precaution than 
the former ; they watch their proper fea- 
fons, and confider when the winds blow 


*59 

the ice from off the fliore, and by that 1 6 q ?. 

means fifh without danger. The city of 
Jenizelkoi is moderately large, is very 
populous and well fortified. They have 
plenty of corn, and all forts of poultry, 
as well as butchers meat. Its jurifdidion 
extends over a prodigious number of Tan- 
gufians, who inhabit the bank, oft!,.' 'IV- 
nifia and the Tungufla, and all the paus 
adjacent. They pay their whole tribute 
to the Czar in various kinds of furs. The 
cold is fo intenfe here, that their trees 
yield no manner of fruit All that they 
can boa ft of, which’ can properly be term- 
ed fruit, is a fmall quantity of goofeber- 
ries, both black and red ; and a few 
wood-ftrawberrics. 


Occajional Remarks on the preceding Chapter, 


(a) Oby, the river, feep. 18. n. e. » 

(l) Olliachs, or Otifliachs, fee p. 148 n. b. 

(c) Tobol, or Tobollki, feep. 148. n. a. 

(d) Jenifa, fee p. 18. n./. 

(e) Lena, the river, feep. 18. n.^. 


(f) Ruffians, fee p. 7. n. c, 

(g) Siberia, or Afiatic Ruilia, fee p. 1 7. n. b. 

% 

('b) Mofcovy, 01 Ruffia, fee p. 7. n. c. 

(i) Tartary, fee p. 18. n. i. 




CHAP. XXIII. 

The envoy s departure from Jenizefkoi. His arrival at the Ifland, cal- 
led Ribnoi ; or the Ifle of Fifh. His arrival , in the projection of 
his journey , at Jlinfleoi j and from the?ice at the Cataradl, or Fall of 
Shamanfkoi, or the Torrent of the Magician : Concluding with an ac- 
curate , tho compendious Defcription , of the natives of Tungus. 


fan. ao. /TR. Ifbrants fet out from Jenizefkoi 

from^juiu iVl in a fledge ; and on the 20th of 
J anuai 7 i6 93 » he arrived at the Ifland 
the liUmi called Ribnoi, or the Ifle of Fifli, 

of Ribnoi. . # 

if.fmu- This ifland is fituatc in the center of 
uon- the river Tungufkaj and affords great 
plenty of fifh of various kinds ; but more 
particularly, it abounds with fturgeon and 
pike, of the largefl flze : It is principal- 
ly inhabited by the natives of (a) Mof- 
covy. 

pn. 2,. On the 25th of the fame month, he 
iuhniCi! arriVa i at Hinlkoi, fituate on the river II- 
ni, which has its rife towards the fouth- 


fouth-weff, and difeharges its water, on 
the north-north- weft, into the Tungulka. 

The banks of this river, however, are in- 
habited by the natives of Tungus, as well 
as by the Mofcovites. 

After the envoy had proceeded on 4 iis 

1 1 Tl.e CiU- 

journey from hence for fome few days, he >,t 
arrived at the Cataraift, or Fall of the ko,.oMi« 
Torrent of Shamanlkoi, otherwife called 
the Magician j from a celebrated Shaman, 
or Magician, who formerly made that 
particular fpot his favourite place of abode, 

The Fall of this Torrent, or Cataratt, 
in regard to its extent, is no lefs than half 

a league 
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1692 a league; the Tides of which, as well as 
***** its bottom, are high rocks, and the prof- 
pect thereof perfectly /hocking to the eye, 
as mull plainly appear fo even to the 
reader, by his view of the plate annexed. 
This Fall makes a moll hideous noife, as 
it rolls down with great rapidity among 
the rocks ; Tome whereof fhew their 
heads above the water, whil/l others lie 
concealed beneath them. The noife of 
thefe waters, when there is little or no 
wind /lining, may be heard at thedi/lancc 
of three German leagues all round about. 
The ve/Tels that venture up this Tor- 
^" , " h ch rent are frequently fix or feven days in 
veiltls .is the accompli/bment of their pa/Tagc ; not- 
this Tot- with/landing they are very /lightly built, 
invivutH- and dragged up by a great variety of ma- 
..wy expof. c hj ncS) peculiarly adapted for that purpofe, 
as well as by the art and indu/lry of the fe- 
veral crews thereto belonging. Sometimes 
it happens, that all hands /hall be em- 
ployed for twelve hours fuccefllvely, in 
fuch places particularly, where the forks 
are high, and the waters low, and fcarce 
gain any vifible ground, tho’ they them- 
felvcs, as well as their veflel, are in im- 
minent danger all the time. 

Thcfc veflels whether they are ma- 
king their paflage down or up, 3 re always 
unloaded, and their freight, or cargo, con- 
veyed by land fo far as is deemed necefiary, 
and til! all the dangers to which they 
arc expofed, arc perfectly pad. 

As to the Fall of the Torrent, fuch is 
the rapidity of it, that they are down, 
for the generality, in lefs than a quarter of 

an hour. 111 fliort, there are but very 

few, cither of the Mofcovitcs or Tongu- 
iians, that are remarkably dextrous at this 
particular branch of their navigation, not- 
withflanding they are plentifully furni/hed 
with proper materials for their a/fiflance 
in that dangerous paflage ; namely rudders, 
bolh fore and aft, and a futlicient number 
of oars, on each fide. Thofe who are at 
the helm give their directions to their 
rowers, by a proper wave of their hand- 
kerchief ; lor as the Torrent is fo impe- 
tuous and noify, it is impofiible /or any 
human voice, how fonorous foever, to be 
diflinctly underflood. But befides, it is 
cuftomary, during this difficult and dan- 
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gerous paflage, to cover up the veflel, as 1692 
clofe as po/fibly it can be, to prevent them *— 
from taking in any quantity of the water 
that rolls over them. 

There is fcarce a year, however, pa/Tes, £ ,c,t 
without fome fatal accident, and the lofs a|| y '<>n"fo r 
of many lives, through the want of able fci uYjm,, 
and experienced pilots ; who frequently 
run headlong upon the rocks; and when- 
ever that proves their unhappy cafe, they 
are lofl, beyond all redemption, and are 
either inflantaneou/ly fwallowed up by the 
impetuous Torrent, or, in a very (hort 
time dalhed to pieces againft the rocks. 

Neither is it an eafy matter ever to re- 
cover the lifelefs carcafes of thofe who are 
thus unhappily buried in the waves ; not- 
withftanding there are divers cro/Tes erected 
on the /hore, at fuch places where fuch 
fatal accidents have occurred, and where 
the unhappy hands that have peri/lied, 
have been interred. The waters that flow 
to this particular fpot from the northern 
ocean fwcll this torrent to fuch a degree, 
in the winter-feafon, that the Fall was 
formerly fo imperceptible, that paflengers 
would venture to crofs it in fledges ; in 
the fummer-feafon, however, the waters 
are exceflively low. 

At fome leagues diflancc from this Ca- TI]Cre 
taraft, great numbers of Tungufians, fidcncc of 
well as their celebrated Shaman, or magi- 
cian, are to be met with. ^ The great repu- mou/L. 
tation of that pretender to necromancy, 
excited Mr. Ilbrant’s curiofity fo far, as to 
pay him a vifit at his cell, or place of a- 
bode. 

He aflures us, that he was a well-fet 
man ; though in the decline of life had tlYlr ^ 
twelve wives; and did not feem to be in "'** 
the leaft a/hamed of his profeflion. This 
Shaman obliged him at once with a fight 
of his magical veftment, and every other 
implement befides that he made ufe of in 
the exercife of his art. In the firft place 
the veflment which he put on, was deco- 
rated with irons, which reprefented the 
figures of a great variety of animals, fuch 
as night birds, owls and ravens, fi/hes, and 
griffins ; befides thefe, there were other 
pieces of iron in the form of hatchets, fuws, 
cutlafies, knives, &c. which when /hook, 
made an odd fort of tinkling. -His feet 

and 
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1693 and legs, were covered with trinkets of the 
fame nature, and his hands with a pair of 
iron-gloves, in the form of bears-paws. 
His cap was likewife decorated with 
various pieces of iron, in as various fliapes, 
as thofe on his gown : and on his forehead, 
he wore a large pair of horns, like thofe 
of the rein-deer, but compofed of iron, as 
well as the reft. 

When he exercifes his diabolical art, he 
holds a drum in his left-hand, and a flat- 
kind of a flick in his right, which is covered 
with the flein of a mountain-meufe; then 
he hops awhile upon one foot ; and after 
that upon the other ; and during this kind 
of dance to his drum, the pieces of iron, 
which hang all about him, make a hideous 
clutter. Befides, at almoft every ftep, he 
rolls his eyes, and imitates the grunting, 
or grumbling of a bear. After this exor- 
dium, he infifts on his fee before he will 
proceed one Angle ftep farther, towards the 
difeovery of what the poor, credulous 
Tungufuns want to extort from him, 
whether it be to recover any thing of value 
that has been ftolen ; or to hear from him 
any important news, of which they are 
felicitous to be informed. The fee being 
depofited, he begins to dance again, and to 
repeat the grumbling as before; till he 
obferves a black-bird, perching upon his 
cell, or hut, at that particular fpot where 
the fmoke goes out; and then, in the laft 
place, he falls proftrate on the ground, and 
there lies, for a ftiort time, like one that is 
totally deprived of his fenles, till the bird 
of omen is flown again out of fight. In 
about a quarter of an hour’s time, he re- 
covers his loft' fenfes, and then makes his 
declaration of what is the requeft of his 
client ; and what he pronounces is deemed 
as furc as fate. The drefs of this magi- 
cian, with its additional trinkets, is fo heavy, 
that it muft be a ftrong man who can 
lift it fairly with one hand. This impoftor 

Ttii» impof- ooflefled of abundance of cattle ; and 

tor's trea- r r 1 - . 

furcs. thofe who were fo weak as to coniult him 
on fuch occafions, never denied him the 
gratuity he demanded, were it ever fo 
exorbitant, in cafe they had it to depo- 
fitc. 

act of,h*e Thefe natives of Nifovier, who are all 

'i.m g ua- p aganSj are> for the mod part, robuft 
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fellows, and well-fet. Their hair, for the 1693 
generality, is remarkably long, and per- . 

fedly black. It is a cuftom amongft them 
to have it knotted behind, and to let it hang 
down their back, like a horfe’s tail. Tho’ 
their faces, indeed, are broader than moft 
of our Europeans their nofes, are not flat ; 
as to their eyes, they are remarkably final!, 
like thofe of the (e) Calmucs. 

The women, as well as the men, go th« 
almoft naked, during the fummer-feafon 5 ^7on' r 
for they have nothing about them but a 
kind of leathern girdle, much like our 
fringed fafhes, which they wear out of 
modefty to conceal their nakednefs. 

The women, by way ofdiftindion, drefs 
up their hair with coral, to which they 
affix divers little iron trinkets, by way of 
decoration. In order to preferve them 
felvcs from being flung by their flics, they 
generally wear on their left arm a little 
light veflcl, or pot, full of a fmoking- wood. 

Thefe infedls fwarm to that dcgiee on the 
river of Tungulka, that the men, for the 
moft part, cover their faces, as well as their 
hands, whilft upon the water, for the fame 
purpofe ; but as they are fo much accuf- 
tomed to them, they fcarcc feel them 
when they bite. Tho’ they are ambitious 
of being thought handfome, yet they 
entertain but very odd ideas of what is 
generally called beauty ; for, in order to 
render thcmfelvcs as graceful as poffible, 
they quilt their foreheads, cheeks, and 
chins, with a kind of thread, ftcepcd in a ,, 
black greafe, which, when taken off, leaves <*«<>«• 
fuch a mark behind it, as is deemed high- 
ly ornamental. And, indeed, the cullom 
is fo univerfal, that there are very few a- 
mongft them but make it their daily 
practice. The reader, however, will have 
a more adequate idea of this imaginary ad- 
ditional beauty by having rccourfe to the 
plate annexed. 

r . + . r r 1 11 Their wifl* 

During the winter-feafon, they generally <« r dni*. 
drefs themfelves in the fkins of their rein- 
deers, with the addition of a proper quan- 
tity of horfe-hair to the fore-part of their 
veftments, and dogs-fkin to the bottoms. 

They make no ufe either of linnen or 
woollen, but adorn themfelves with a fort 
of ribbands, and a thread made of fifh- 
fkin. They wear, likewife, upon their 
T t heads 
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1^93 heads a kind of cap, made of the fkin of 
their rein-deers, with their wide-fpreading 
horns on; but more particularly, when 
they fet out, in order, to hunt down that 
creature, by which artful deception, and 
gliding gently along the grafs, they get 
within bow-lhot of them; and moft of 
them are fuch dexterous markfmen, that 
their arrows feldom fail of doing the ex- 
ecution propofed. 

Their di. When they are inclined to amufe them- 
lclves, they form a ring, whilft one of their 
companions Hands in the center, with a 
kind of wand in his hand, with which he 
endeavour's to lick the legs of thofe who 
pafs round about him ; moft of them, how- 
ever, fo dexteroufly avoid the blow, that 
all his endeavours prove, for fome time, 
fruitlefs and ineflfedtual; but when he 
happens to take his aim aright, the per- 
fon on whom the blow falls is immediate- 
ly ducked in the river. 

Tuirorto As to their burials, they ftrip R.heir 

fcuiu.b. } n t ] )e pi ace> fork naked, and 

then dcpofit their lifelefs coarfe under fome 
diftant tree, where it lies till it is perfectly 
rotten. After that, they colled! the bones, 
and bury them in the adjacent ground. 

Their idols, Tho’ they have no prieft but their 
Shaman, or magician; yet all of them 
have their wooden idols in their tents or 
huts. Each of thefe images, or idols, are 
made in a human form ; and, for the moft 
$jart, are about an ell in ftature ; and thefe, 
to teftify their veneration for them, are 


fed by their devotees, or pretended at leaft 
fo to be, with the bell viands they can 
poffibly procure for them, much after the 
manner of the (c) Oftiachs, and with e- 
qual neatnefs. 

Their tents, or huts, which are for the 
moft part compofed of the bark of their 
birch-trees, are decorated, on the out-lide, 
with the tails and mains of their horfes ; 
as alfo with their feveral bows and arrows, 
and here and there a dead puppy, by way of 
additional embellilhment. 

During the fummer-feafon, they prin- 
cipally live upon a variety of filh, of which 
they have plenty. > 

Their boats, which arc generally large 
enough for the reception of feven or eight 
perfons, are compofed of the barks of trees, 
few’d ftrong together. They are long and 
narrow, and have no benches in them, or 
any other convenience for their fitting 
down. They fall, however, on their knees 
in them, and make ufe of a double paddle 
or oar, which they hold by the middle, 
and are very dexterous in the manage- 
ment of it. This they dip in the wa- 
ter all at once, in large rivers, as well as 
fmall. 

Their fubfiftence, as we obferved before 
in the fummer, is principally on filh ; and 
as to their diet in winter, they live upon 
deer of divers forts, which they hunt down 
daily, and fecure by the dexterous ufe of 
their bows and arrows. 


Occaftonal Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 

( a ) Mofcovy, or Rullia, fee p. 7. n. r. Allracan, and the adjacent country once ot 

twice a year. 

(b) Calmucs, wandering tribes, or hords of 

Tartars, who inhabit the country north of the (<•) Oftiachs, or Ouftiachs, fee p. 14S. n. b. 
Cafpianfea, and fometimes put themfelves un- 
der the proteilion of Ruftia, viftting the city 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


The Envoy s Arrival at Buratfkoi, and from thence at Bulaganfkoi. A 
fuccinEl Account of the Burates, their Manner of Hunting , See. His 
Arrival at Jekutfkoi. A fhort Defcription of that Place , and of the 
burning Cavern over againjl it. His Departure from Jekutfkoi, 
and Arrival at the Lake , called Bakal) or Baikal ; with a Defcription 
of the Parts adjacent y &c. 


»>b. i. \JfR. Ifbrants, on the fird day of 
voykTm- iVJL February, arrived at the fortrefs of 
wut Bu- Buratfkoi, fituate on the river of Angora, 

ratlkou . . • Ill 

which empties its waters into the lake, 
called ( a ) Bakal, or Baikal, and is a very 
populous place, but inhabited by th e 
Burates, who are very illiterate, and almod 
all of them heathens. 

rcb. m. On the eleventh, the envoy arrived at 
ItBuia-* 1 Bulaganlkoi; the vales and lower part 
gantkoi, w h ereo f are inhabited likewife by the a- 
bove-mentioned Burates, who are moil of 
them rich in cattle. Their beeves abound 
with hair, and their huts, or tents, are 
. low, compofed of wood, and covered with 
clay. Their fire-place is in the center, 
and the fmoke is conveyed away through 
an aperture in the top of the drudlure. 
They have no idea of agriculture, of or- 
chards, or garden-grounds, and their vil- 
lages are, for the-generality, fituate on the 
banks of their rivers ; from whence they 
are not fo much accudomed to drift their 
quarters, as the Tungufians, *or fome o- 
thers amongft thofe Pagan people. They 
drive flakes or pods into the ground before 
the doors of their tents, which they deco- 
rate with the ikins of goats, fheep, and 
horfes. 

, , As foon as the fpring is fomewhat ad- 

rhe me- 10 , 

thod of vanced, they affemble together m large 
ferved by bodies on horfe-back, in order to hunt 
tb«Bur»te«. j own t j 1£ j r ft a g S> rein-deer, and other 

wild beads, which they didinguifb by the 
name of Ablavo. Upon the fird fight of 
their game, they divide thcmfelves into 
didinifl companies, or bands, and furround 
them ; when they have fo done, they 
jointly drive great numbers of them 


gradually into fome narrow avenue; and 
when they have got within icach of them, 
(as they arc plentifully provided with ar- 
rows) they exercife their bows, and but 
very few of thofe wild animals cl'cape the 
fury of the chace. 

No fooner is their diverfion over, in 
which they frequently wound either one 
another, or the horfes they ride on, each 
looks out, as narrowly as poflible, for his 
otfrn particular arrows, which are all pro- 
perly marked ; and, when in pofi'efiion of 
his game, he fird fleas off the fkin, and 
dries the flefh, which he feparates as clean 
as poflible from the bones, in the warm 
rays of the fun. 

When their dock of proviflons is pretty 
nearly exhauded, they renew their attack, 
and are morally affured of a fuflicient fup- 
ply, as the country abounds, not only 
with fallow-deer, but with wild fheep, 
which are to be met with by thou finds, in 
a manner, upon the mountains. For five 
or fix leagues about, however, there arc 
very few (if any) creatures that furnifn 
them with furs, except, by chance, a 
bear, or wolf, fliould fall in their way. 

When drangers have occaficn to apply 
to thefe natives either for oxen or camels, 
in order to purfue their travels into (b) 
China, they are under an indifpenfablc 
obligation to come to an agreement with 
them for other commodities in exchange ; 
for they have no notion of any current 
coin. They are very ready, however, to 
traffic with any foreigners, for whitifh 
fables, copper, or pewter bafons, red- 
fcarlet (c) Hamburgh cloths, the fkins of 
otters, the filks of (d) Perfia, of any 

colour 
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colour whatfoever, and for any quantity 
of gold or filver, if it be in' ingots. In 
this way of trade and commerce, a ftran- 
gcr may purchafe an ox, which, when 
drelTed, would weigh 800, or near 1000 
weight, for about four or five rubles and 
a camel for ten or a dozen at moft, the 
ruble being cflimatcd amongft thofe peo- 
ple, at five livres as they are in (e) Ruffia. 

The natives of this country, the women 
as well as men, are for the moft part very 
hearty, robuft, and tall. As to their faces, 
they are handfomc eribugh in their way, 
and refemble in fome meafure the (f) 
Chinefe Tartars. Both the one and the 
other, during the winter-feafon, wear a 
kind of mantle, made of ftieep-fkins, 
which they buckle round them clofe with 
a girdle, and a cap, which covers their ears, 
and, in their language, is called a Malacha- 
ven. In the fummer.feafon, however, they 
wear gowns of a coarfe fcarlet- cloth. In 
all other refpe&s, as they are waflied but 
once in their lives, and that on the day 
of their nativity, and never pare their nails, 
which grow like eagles claws, they look, 
if we may be indulged the expreflion, like 
human devils. 

The men wear a beard under their chins, 
but pluck off all the fuperfluous hairs. 
The lkirts of their cloaths are adorned with 
furs ; their caps are made of fox-fkins ; 
their veftments of a blue cotton-ftuff, 
which are plaited in the middle j and 
their fandals, or boots, of the fkins of 
beads, with the hairy part only expofed 
, to view. 

Their women adorn themfelvcs with 
coral, rings, and fmall pieces of money, 
fattened in their hair ; and their laffes, or 
maidens, plait their hair in ringlets, like 
fo many fnakes, which make them look 
like little furies. 

The hair of their women in years, falls 
down on each fide of their faces, and is 
decorated with a great variety of little fi- 
gures, compofed of copper, or brafs ; and 
whenever any of them die, they are inter- 
red in their beft cloaths } to which are ad- 
ded, a bow and arrow. 

Their divine worfhip, if it may be fo 
called, confifts wholly in making fome 
particular fantaftic motions with then- 


heads, at certain feafon 9 of the year, to 
the fcveral goats or fheep, which they 
have fattened to the door-pofts of their 
cabbins, or tents. 

The fame a<ft of devotion is, at certain 
times likewife, paid' both to the fun and 
moon, but that in a kneeling pofturc, 
with their hands joined together in a fo- 
lemn manner, but in a profound filencc ; 
for they don’t fo much as whifper, or ufe 
the lead verbal invocation whatfoever. 
They have their priefts, ’tis true ; but 
they put them to death, whenever they 
fee convenient, which is fomewhat very 
peculiar. They inter them, however, 
with fome folemnity, and furnilh them 
both with money and cloaths, that they 
may go before them into the unknown 
world, and make interceflion for them. 

When they are indifpenfably obliged 
to take their folemn oath on any par- 
ticular occafion amongft themfelves, they 
repair to the lake, called Bakal, or Bai- 
kal, before mentioned, upon a high moun- 
tain, within the diftance of two days 
journey, which they look upon as ficred. 
They are firmly perfuaded, it feems, that 
fhould they take a falfe oath upon that 
moft holy ground, they thould never 
more return alive to their habitations. 
This mountain has for a long courfe of 
years been held by them in the utmoft 
veneration ; and they frequently make 
free-will oblations thereupon, of the 
choiceft of their cattle. 

In the parts adjacent, they have a par- 
ticular animal that affords a valuable mufk, 
not unlike that in the plate annexed, 
which bears fome refemblance to a dark- 
coloured deer, that has no horns, and a 
head, not altogether unlike that of a wolf. 
The valuable mulk abovementioned lies 
concealed in a fmall bladder near its na- 
vel, and is covered with a kind of down. 
This animal is called by the natives of 
China, the Yehiam, or Mufk-deer, not- 
withftanding its head is no ways like one ; 
and its teeth bear fome refemblance to the 
tufhes of a wild-boar. 

Signior Martini, in his Chinefe Atlas, 
allures us, that this creature is to be met 
within the country of (g) Xanxi, or Xanfi, 
near the city of Leao } but more frequent- 
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Iy in that of Hanchungfu, in the country 
of (h) Suchurn; as alfo, in that of Pao- 
ningfa ; in fome parts of Kiating ; and 
near the fortrefs of Fiencevin ; in divers 
parts of the territory of Junan ; and, 
in fhort, fome other places to the weft- 
ward. 

The defeription, which that author 
has given of it, is well worthy the atten- 
tion of the curious reader, and is as fol- 
lows. “ Tho’ the mufk-animal, fays 
“ he, bears fome fmall refemblance to a 
“ deer, yet it is of a darker colour, and fo 
“ indolent and inadive, that the fportf- 
“ men there can fcarcely roufe him ; in- 
“ fomuch, that he fuffers them to cut his 
“ throat, without the leaft ftruggle, or 
“ refiftance. As his blood is looked upon 
“ as valuable, tho’ not equal to its mulk, 
“ they are careful to preferve it. Under 
“ his navel, he has not only a fmall btad- 
“ der full of blood ; but another, contain- 
“ ing a certain coagulated, and odoriferous 
“ liquid, which they take from him, in 
“ the fiift place ; and after that they flea 
“ him and cut him into pieces. 

“ In order to make the beft mufle, 
“ the natives of China take the hind-quar- 
“ ters of this animal from the kidneys, 
“ which they pound in a ftone-mortar, 
“ with a fmall quantity of blood, till the 
“ whole is of the conftftency of a jelly, 
“ and when dried, depofit it in little 
“ cods, compofed of the fkin of the fame 
“ creature. 

“ When they are difpofed to have their 
“ mu Ik of an inferior fort, tho’ good 
“ and genuine at the fame time, they 
“ pound all the parts of this animal togc- 
“ ther, without diftindlion, and reduce 
“ them to a jelly, and obferve the fame 
“ method as above-mentioned. 

“ They have, moreover, a third fort 
“ of this valuable commodity, which, 
“ tho’ not fo perfectly good and pure as 
“ the two former, is highly efteemed. 

“ This is compofed of the fore quar-- 
“ ters of this, fame animal, that is to fay, 
“ from the head to the kidneys; which, 
“ together with the remainder, ferve to 
“ make a common mulk, infomuch, that 
“ all is good, and no part loft.” 


Mr. Ifbrants, however, feems at a lofs 
to determine, whether the Buratcs, or 
any of their favage neighbours, take the 
fame meafures as the Chinefe do, in ma- 
king this fame mulk of different degrees 
of goodnefs. 

The envoy after making fome ihort flay 
amongft thefe lavage natives, proceeded 
on his journey to Jekutikoi, fituate on the 
river of Angara, which riles from the 
lake of Bakal, or Baikal aforefaid, at the 
diftance of eight leagues, or thereabouts. 
This town, which had not at that time 
been long built, was flanked with good 
fubftantial towers. Its fuburbs are very 
large ; and not only corn and fait, but 
butchers meat, and all kinds of fifli are 
remarkably cheap there : And as to bar- 
ley in particular, a whole German hun- 
dred weight of it may be purchafed for 
about feven pence, or eight pence at far- 
thert. 

The foil all round about is very fertile, 
arid as ’tis well cultivated, it abounds in 
all forts of grain as fir as Wergolcnlkoi, 
which is but at a few leagues diftance. 
The Ruffians, who rclide in thefe parts, 
have fome hundreds of villages all round 
about, and are very induftrious in the 
cultivation of their lands. 

Over again ft this town, towards the 
call, there is a cavern for ever burning, 
which for fome confiderable time paft, 
had caft forth flames with an aftonilhing 
degree of violence ; but at prefent, in- 
deed, nothing (hocking appears from it ; 
fincc it only fmokes. Thofe flames, it 
feems, burft forth from a large aperture, 
which ftill continues to be burning ; a,', 
by thruffing a long flick into the fiid lif- 
lure, may be plainly experienced by the 
curious traveller. 

On one fide of this town, likewife, 
there ftands a fine monaftcry, or convent, 
on that particular fpot, where the river 
Jakut, from whence it derives its name, 
empties its waters into the Angara. Tho’ 
the natives of thefe parts arc accuftomed 
to feel great earthquakes during the 
latter part of the fummer, yet as no fa- 
tal confequcnces ever attend them, thofe 
fhocks never terrify, or difeoncert them. 

U u Whilft 
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. 1 6^3 Whilft the envoy refided in this place, 
he met with a Taifcha, that is to fay, a 
A Taifcha, 0 ) Mongulian, or Mogulian lord, who 
!unJ®M°' ^ ^ Kown himfelf under the Shelter and 
protection of the Czar of (k) Mofcovy, 
and had been for fome time a profelyte to 
the chriftian faith, and received a mem- 
ber of the Greek church. 

Hi> fKier, a This young nobleman had a filler, 
Monguiun w j )0 was a Mongulian nun, and was 

greatly inclined to become a chrillian con- 
vert, as well as her brother. In con- 
vention upon that fetious and impor- 
ts belief, tant topic, (he would ingenioufly acknow- 
ledge, that the God in whom the chri- 
fliansput their truft and confidence, muft 
of necdlity, in her opinion, be an omni- 
potent God indeed ; fince he had expelled 
their Mongulian deity out of Paradife j 
but flic was firmly perfuaded, that a time 
would come, when he (hould be reftored, 
and never be fubjedt to the like difgrace 
again. , 

When any of thefe nuns, or Mongu- 
"" f’"'- lian devotees enter into a room, they ne- 
portmmt in ver falute any perfon prefent whomfoever, 
tion." * tho’ 'tis a cuftomary thing with their la- 
dies, who live under no reftraint ; fince 
their order is too ftridt to approve of fuch 
formal adtsofcomplaifance. Inhcrhand, (he 
held a ftring of beads, which flie counted 
over and over with her fingers ; and was at- 
tended by a Mongulian pi reft, whom they 
a Tama, or call a Lama, who held his hand like- 
pueft BUlian w, ^ c a ^ r ' n 8 °f heads, which he kept con- 
ftantly counting with her, and at the 
fame time vifibly moved his lips, like one 
deeply engaged in private contempla- 
tion, as is cuftomary amongft the Mongo- 
lians, as well as the (J) Calmucs. This 
prieft, by the incefiant pradtice of this 
branch of devotion, had Wore his thumb, 
his nail, and the joints of his fingers to 
that degree, that he had perfedlly loft the 
fenfe of all feeling in them. 

May r. Mr. Ilbrants, having refted himfelf for 
dtj'nu'r? ’ fomc confiderable time at Jekutlkoi, de- 
kut"vu? parted from thence in a fledge, on the 
firft day of May, and crofted the country 
as far as the lake Bakal, or Baikal aforefaid, 
where he arrived on the tenth of the fame 
month, and found it frozen, notwith- 


ftanding the fpring was fo far advanced. i ( 
When he had crofted it, he got into 
the couutry of (m) Catania. The lake ti* u c cI 
abovementioned, is in breadth, about fix 
German leagues, and in length about for- te " ted ‘ 
ty i and the ice, he found at that time, 
was no lefs than a Dutch ell in point of 
thicknefs. 

It is a very dangerous paftige, however, 
if it happens to fnow, and the wind proves 
high, at the fame time j and as the ice is 
very flippery, and the fnow driven off by 
that means, great care muft be taken, 
that the horfes are all properly ftiod for 
that purpofe. When the winds are vio- f,„i «. 
lent, and the horfes improperly ftiod, the 
traveller too often meets with holes in v “ ,l ' nt 

t • ♦ 1*11* Wil.ds. 

the ice, into which he is too often plung- 
ed unawares. The ice there frequently 
cracks, thro’ the imptuofity of the winds, 
with a noife almoft as loud as thunder ; 
but it foon knits, and joins together a- 
gain. 

As the camel and oxen, whicli arc ac- 
cuftomed to travel into China muft una- 
voidably crofs this lake, as they go thither 
from Jekutfkoi, the former, in order to and imn * 
enable them to proceed on their journey 
with fafety, are provided with a fort of 
boots well (hod for the purpofe ; and very 
fharp irons are fattened on the hoofs of 
the latter ; for without fuch care and pre- 
caution, they would never be able to 
ftand on the finootli flippery furface. The 
water, however, of this lake is perfcdly 
fweet, notwithftanding, at a diftance, it 
appears as clear and as green as the ocean 
itfelf. Numbers of leals are to be met 
with in the fiffures of the ice, which are 
perfedlly black; whereas thofe in the 
(n) white fea are, for the moft part, of 
divers colours. 

This lake abounds with all forts of 
fifti, but more particularly with pike and 
fturgeon ; and fomc of the latter arc of 
fuch an enormous fize, that they will 
weigh little lefs than two hundred Ger- 
man pounds. The only river that flows 
from this lake is the Angara, which runs 
to the north- weft ; there arclcveral, how- 
ever, that empty their waters into it, the 
principal whereof, is the Silinga, which 

rifes 
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rif^s to the fouthward in the Mongolian 
country. There are fome brooks, indeed 
and rivulets that fall into it from the rocks, 
and there are fome little iflands in it 
likewife. Its borders, and the adjacent 
lands all round about it are inhabited by 
the Buratcs, Mongolians and the Onkotes, 
and produce a large quantity of fine black 
fables. Bcfides, the inhabitants frequently 
catch an animal, called the Kaberdiner, 
which is very advantageous. 

In regard to the above-mentioned lake, 
it is very remarkable, that when travellers 
draw near it, on the fide of the convent 
or monafiery of St. Nicholas, xvnich ftands 
on the lpot, where the river Angara flows 
out of the lake, the inhabitants with abun- 
dance of warmth and fuperflition, give 
them warning never to call the lake, 
whilft they are eroding it, by the name 
of Ole;-,.-: Still-water, but a lake; for fear 
they fiiould be overtaken by tempeftuous 

Occafional Remarks on 

( a ) Bilal, or Baikal, a great lake in the 
middle of Siberia, in the road from Mofcovy to 
China. 

(b) China, fee p. 66. n. /. 

(c) Hamburg, caft long. 9. 40. lat. 54. a 
great city and port-town in Germany, in the 
circle of lower Saxony, And dutchy of Hoftein, 
fituate on the river Elbe, j o miles fouth-eaft 
of the German ocean, 40 miles fouth-weft of 
Lubec, and 55 north-caft of Bremen. It ftands 
on the north-fide of the rivet Elbe, partly on 
iflands, and partly on the continent ; the ter- 
ritory (ubjeift to it is final!, but there are fevc- 
ral large villages and noblemens feats in it. 
The tide flows through the channels, which 
feperate the iflands ; and the town lies fo low, 
that in fome fpring-tides they receive great 
damage in their houfes. They have fpacious 
ftreets, and their houfes are built of brick, very 
high, and make a grand figure. As the town 
is naturally ftrong, it is as well fortified by art 
alfo, as a town of that magnitude can well be ; 
and it is exceedingly populous, merchants from 
all parts of Europe retorting to it, from whence 
their goods are fentinto the middle of the em- 
pire by the Elbe. All provifions are plentiful 
here, and their beer has fuch a reputation, that 
they export a great deal of ir. They have ve- 


weather, and perifh in the florrn, as too 1695 
many had done before them, who hid 
been fo rafh and prefumptuons as to giva 
it the ill-omen'd appellation above-men- 
tioned. 

This fnperftitious precaution, however, 
of thefe natives appeared fo idle and fo 
gronndlefs, to Mr. Ifbrant’s, that lie never 
fcrupled to call it the Still-water, during 
his paflage over it; and notwithflanding 
their prediffions, he arrived fife at the 
caftle of Catania, which is the fu ll fort in 

7 t „ Tm: Can r 

the province of Daijria, in the midft of <» au,..- 
very fine weather, fincercly toinmifern- 
ting the ignorance and ctlnifndin of thofc 
poor deluded heathens, who (land i:i awe 
of, and tremble at the fury of the elements, 
inftead of putting their truft and confi- 
dence in the Almighty, who is the great 
creator, and lord of the univerfc, and 
holds the winds in the hollow of his 
hands. 

the ‘preceding Chapter. 

ry elegant gardens, and fummer-houfes for fe- 
vcral miles about the town, on the land fide ; 
and on the water, fhips come up to their doors, 
to deliver, and take in their lading *, the tide 
flowing flxtcen miles above the town. It is an 
imperial city, or fovereign (late, governed by 
its own magidrates, fubject only to the general 
laws of the empire, as other princes and Hates 
are * but the people have fometimes difputcd 
the authority of the fenate, of late years, and 
the empire has interpofed, and compelled them 
to put an end to their diflenfions by force. 

And the king of Denmark, as duke of Ilol- 
ftcin, fometimes lays claim to the dominion of 
this city, and extorts money from them ; for as 
he is poflefled of the fortreft of Glukftar, 
towards the mouth of the river, it lies in his 
power to diftrefs them pretty much. Their 
liberties alfo are fometimes endangered by reli- 
gious difputes with the Roman catholics, in 
whofe behalf the emperor fometimes interpofes, 
as he did in the year 1708, commanding a body 
of troops to march into the city, and they were 
forced to buy their peace. They are at variance 
alfo with other denominations of Proteftants ; 
for the Lutheran perfuafion, is eftablifhed in 
this city ; and they will tolerate no others, 
whether Popifh or Proteftant, except in the 
chappels of foreign minifters, and will fuffer 
none of their fubjects to refort to thefe. 
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1693 (d) Perfia, fee p. 64. n. c. 

* (e) Ruflia, or Mofcovy, fee p. 7. n. 0. 

(/) Tartary (ChinefeJ fee p. 18. n. 1 . 

(g) Xanxi, or Xanfi, a province of China in 
Afia, bounded by the province of Peking on the 
eaft ; by the great wall on the north ; by the 
province of Honan on the fouth ; and by the 
river Crocei, which divides it from the province 
of Xenfi on the weft. 

(b) Suchuen, a province of China, is boun- 
ded on the north, by the province ofXenfi ; by 
Honan and Hugnam on the eaft ; by Quecheu 
and Yunam on the fouth ; and by the moun- 


tains of India on the weft, its chief town is 
Chintu. 

( i) Mongulians, or Mogulians, the natives 
of a part of Tartary, which lies north of India 
and Perfia. Tamerlane, one of the Mogul 
princes, conquered India and Perfia, and from 
him the prefent Great Mogul, or empe- 
ror of India, is defeended. Samercand, in 
Ufbec Tartary was the antient feat of their 
empire. 

(h) Mofcovy, or Ruflia, fee p. 7. n. c. 

( l ) Calmucs, feep. 162. n.b. 

(m) White fea, feep. 7. n. b. 




CHAP. XXV. 

Mr. Ifbrants departs from Katania, and arrives at Udin/koi. A 
Defcription of the latter , and the Parts adjacent. He fets out a~ 
gain from Udinfkoi, and arrives at the Fort of Jeranna. A De- 
fcription of the Natives. 'He arrives afterwards at' Nerzinfkoi. 
A Defcription of that Place , and of the People who reftde therein, and 
in the Country on each fide. He arrives at lafl at Argunfkoi, the 
very lafl Fort belonging to his Czarian Majefly. 7 he ftuation of it 
deferibed. 
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O N the eleventh of February, Mr. 

Ifbrants departed from the caftle of 
Catania, and on the next day arrived at 
the large town, called Ilnifkoi, or Bolfoi 
Saimka, the principal inhabitants whereof 
are (a) Ruffians, whofe occupation, for the 
molt part, during the winter-feafon, is 
hunting for fables; fince they can fcarcely 
fublift on the products of their foil; as 
the whole country abounds with barren 
hills. 

On the fourteenth he arrived at Tan- 
/inlkoi cjfllc, where there was a confider- 
ablc ganifon of (b) Coffacs, in order to 
oppofe the outrages and depredations of 
the (ij Mungulians, who refide upon the 
frontiers. 

On the nineteenth lie arrived at Udin- 
fkoi, fituate on a high hill at the foot 
whereof the greater part of the inhabitants 
pitch their tents, under the cannon of that 


fort, all along the banks of theUda, which 
empties its waters into the Salinga, about 
the fourth part of a league below the 
town, in which there is likewife a flrong 
garrifon of Ruffian Coffacs, in order to 
obferve the motions of the Mungulians. 

This town, which is the quay to the 
province of Dauria, lies, even in the fum- 
mer-feafon, greatly expofed to the infults 
and incurfions of the Mungulians, who 
frequently drive off what cattle they find 
grazing in the meadows. Tho’ the land 
there, which is for the moft part moun- 
tainous, is fo barren, as fcarce to be worth 
their manuring ; yet they have plenty e- 
nough of cabbages, carrots, and turnips, 
and other vegetable food of the like kind; 
but there is not a tree of any fort what- 
ever planted in thofe parts at this very 
day. 

About nine at night, whilft the envoy 

was 
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was here, there was a violent (hock of an 
earthquake, which greatly furprifed him ; 
for in the (pace only of one hour, it (hook 
all the houfes no lefs than three times fuc- 
ceffively} but as providence ordered it, 
no fatal confequences attended it. 

Though the river Uda produces but a 
very fmall quantity of fifh ; (pike and 
roach only excepted ) yet, in the month 
of July in particular, there are (urprifing 
(hoals of one fpecics of fi(h, which are 
there called the Omuli, and which fwim 
up the. river from the lake of (d) Baikal. 
Thefe Omuli, in point of llze, are about 
the bignefs of our herrings. It is obfer- 
vablc, that very few of them are ever fecn 
above the town, but feem to reft themlelves 
at the foot of a decayed hill, for two or 
three days only at fartheft, and then re- 
turn to their native lake. Great quan- 
tities of them, however, are catched by 
only throwing a large fack into the water, 
inftead of a net ; and thofe facks are fre- 
quently dragged up with as many as they 
can hold. Here Mr. Kbrants was indif- 
penfibly obliged to tarry till the fixth of 
April, in order to furnifli himfelf with a 
fufficient number of camels and horfes for 
the profecution of his journey. 

On the 26th he went to the river 
Ona by land, which flows from the north- 
north-weft, and empties its waters into the 
Uda. 

On the next day he travelled to the 
river Kurba, the fpring, or fountain-head 
whereof lies to the north-north- weft, and 
empties its waters, in the fame manner as 
the Ona, into the Uda. 

He kept as clofc as poflibly he could 
to the banks of this river, till he arrived 
at about the middle of its fource ; and 
notwithftanding, he was feveral times 
obliged to leave it, indeed/ at fome dif- 
. tance ; yet he always took care to keep it 
within view. 

On the 29th he arrived at the fort of 
Jerauna, and was highly delighted with 
meeting with fome towns again in his 
way, after he had traverfed a long, tedious 
defert, full of rocks, during which, he 
met not with one (ingle paflenger from 
the hour he departed from Udinlkoi. 


LE BRUN. 169 

This fort is fupplied with a very confide- 1693 
rable garrifon of Coflacs ; and in this place 
there are refident great numbers of 
Ruffians, wl\ofe principal fubflflence 
confifts in the (ale of fables. 

The Konni Tungufians, who are alt' b^m'foV 
Heathens, and inhabitants of the banks of ,' r h / coun ‘ 
thofe two rivers, Tungufki and Angara, 
difpcrfe themfeWes all over this country, 
and fpeak a language, underftood By no 
one but themfelves. 

When any of thefe natives dye, they 
are buried in their cloaths, with their bows their 
and arrows depofitod by their (ides j and 
when the ground is filled up, it is covered 
with large ftones. When this ceremony 
is over, they drive a ftake into the ground 
hard by, to which the beft horfe that the 
deceafed was poflefled of is fattened, ami 
foon after killed, with fome kind of fo- 
lemnity, as an oblation. Their principal 
1‘ubfiftence depends on the fale of their 
fable furs} which in this country are ex- 
tremely fine, and of a very beautiful black. 

Here like wife, great numbers of what 
they call Luxes arc to be met with, and a 
kind of dark-grey Squirrels, which the 
(e) Chinefe, in former times were ac- 
cuftomed to hunt down, and carry away 
with them. 

To the northward of this fort, there arc 
three fmall lakes to be feen, which arc 
fituate but at a fmall difiance from each 
other, and are about two leagues in circum- 
fcrenccj computing all together ; in each of 
which there is great plenty of pike, carp, 
perch, and other fiffi of the like kind. 

From this place there are two roads leading 
to Zitinlkoi, otherwife called Plabiftcha. 

Mr. Kbrants fentpart of his retinne by the 
one, and his caravan proceeded to the 
i'outhward; keeping along the banks of 
the lake, called Schakze Ofer, and then 
eroded the hills of Jablufnoi, that is to fay, 
of Apple^| There are none grow there, 
however j and thofe hills produce only a 
red fort of a fruit, which has, indeed, fome- 
what of the flavour and tafie of an apple. 

The other road he took himfelf, with 
fourteen of his attehdants notwithftanding 
the way was very moorifh ; and befides 
he had feveral high rocks to pals over 
X x be- 
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before he co:ild'rcach Telimta ; at which 
fort there are great numbers of Ruffians, 
who, during the winter-fcafon, catch fables 
of a beautiful black, that are fat and well 
fed, and no ways inferior to the very 
fineft that are to be met with throughout 

(f) Siberia, and the whole province of 
Dauria. 

Here the envoy fpenj one night, and 
a Kjpez, or prince o f the Tungufians, 
whofe name was Liliulka, came to vifit 
him. This lord wore his hair, twilled up 
with leather, which was fo exceffively long, 
that it went three tinjes round his fhoul- 
ders. 

As Mr. I {brants told him he ffiould 
take it as a favour if he would gratify his 
curiofity fo far as to let ft flow loofe ; and 
as the Knez was in high fpirits, having 
drank a little too freely of brandy, he very 
readily complied with his requeft j and 
upon an exadl admeafurement it proved to 
be no lefs than four German ells : in length ; 
and the hair of his little fon, who was but 
about fix years of age, and was profent 
with his father, which hung down upon 
his back, was at lcall an ell long, Thefe 
natives of Tungus, are very populous, and 
dwell upon the hills and mountains of 
this country ; and moll: of them are in 
good circumflanccs, thro’ their advantage- 
ous traffic in fables. 

The envoy and his retinue pafl for two 
days together overflony hills, which were 
very high, especially to the north- weft and 
the fouth-eaft. The river of Konela, 
which afterwards is diftinguiflied by the 
name of Wittim, rifes there towards the 
north ; runs to the north-eall, and proceed- 
ing onwards empties its waters into the 

(g) Lena, and from thence into the Icy or 
Northern-fea. The Zitta commences a- 
bout half a league from thence, on the 0- 
ther fide of the mountains, and dif- 
chargcs itfelf into the Ingodda, or 
Amur, and from that river into the 
eaftern ocean. 

On the 1 5th of May, Mr. Ifbrants arri- 
ved at Plodbitfcha, but the caravan on the 
day before, which had been greatly incom- 
moded in its paflage from the Tungufians, 
as they had fet fire to the grafs, which 
was extrcrfiely dry i informich that, the 


cattle ftanding in want of forage, they 
were obliged to go as far as the mountains 
for it, which lay at leaft a league out of 
their way. 

Mr. Ifbrants was obliged to flop for two 
or three days at Plodbitfcha, which is fitu- 
ate on the river Zitta, not only in order to 
refrefh himfelf after his fatigue, but to 
procure fomc rafts, by the help of which 
he might fall down the rivers of Amur 
aforefaid and Schilka, and get to Nerzin- 
lkoi; for the waters were fo very low, 
that there was no poflibility of going in 
boats ; neither was it, indeed, perfectly 
fafe to go upon thofe rafts where the places 
were rocky, and two of them in particu- 
lar were broken and decayed, which were 
laden with fomc part of the envoy’s equi- 
page ; however, with fome difficulty the 
whole waspreferved. 

When all matters were in readinefs, 
Mr. Ifbrants fent his camels, and other 
beafts of burden before him towards Ner- 
zinfkoi, by the way of the mountains, 
and followed them in perfon on the 
eighteenth of May. On the nineteenth, 
he proceeded on his journey as far as the 
Onon, which rifes from the Mungalian 
fens, and empties its waters towards the , 
north-eaft into the Amur, where, upon 
the union of their ftreams,’ they roll 
down together by the name of Schil- 
ka. 

Their waters arc perfcdly white, and 
their banks arc inhabited by a great num- 
ber of hords, or clans of the Mungalians, 
who are frequently committing infults on 
thofe who refide on the other fide of the 
Schilka, and as far as Nerzinfkoi. They are 
not always, however, fucccfsful in thofe 
outrages and invafions of their neighbours > 
for they frequently meet with ftrong repul- 
fes, and whenever they happen to be over- 
powered, they arc executed immediately, 
without the leaft hopes of a reprieve, as 
audacious free - hooters. The Ruffian 
Coffiacs likewife fet out in bands, and 
fleer their courfe all along the banks of the 
Onon, in order to chaftize thofe invaders 
wherever they. can find them. They 
give, in ftiort, no quarter} and carry 
death and defolation with them wherever 
they go. 

On 
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On the twentieth of May, the envoy 
arrived fafe at Nerzinfkoi, fituate on the 
river Nerza, which flows from the north- 
north-eaft, and empties its waters into the 
Schilka, at about a quarter of a league 
diftance from the town ; the fort whereof 
is well defended by ftrong out-works, and 
furniflied, not only with a great number 
of brafs artillery, but well guarded by 
Daurian Coflacs, who ferve in both capa- 
cities, as horfe and foot. Notwithfhnd- 
ing this place is encompafled round with 
high hills; yet there are meadow-grounds 
in the parts adjacent, fufficient for the 
plentiful proviflon of grafs for their ca- 
mels, horfes, and all their other kinds of 
cattle. And moreover, at about a league 
or two diftance fiom the hills, there are 
fcveral parcels of low lands fit for tillage 
to be met with, which are capable of 
producing all loch conveniencies of life as 
the inhabitants can reaforubly dclire. 
At the difhnce of about four or five 
leagues above the town, and ten below it, 
on the banks of the Schilka, there are fe- 
veral fubftantial Ruffians as well as Coflacs 
to be met with, whofe principal fub- 
fiftence depends on tillage, grazing, and 
their large dealings in fifb. In the parts 
adjacent to the town, and at the feet of 
their hills there is plenty of all forts of 
flowers, as well as plants; and amongft 
others .the baftard Rhubarb, otherwife 
called Rapontica, of an extraordinary 
growth ; exceedingly fine yellow as well as 
white Jillies ; white and red pionies, that 
are peculiarly fragrant, and of divers 
fpecies ; add to thefe, thyme, rofemary, 
lavender, fweet Marjoram, and a great 
variety of other odoriferous plants, which 
arc unknown in our European countries. 
As for fruit, indeed, they have none to 
boaft of but their goofeberries. 

The heathens, who have for many 
years pad refided in this part of the coun- 
try, and are under the jurifdidion of his 
Czarian majefty, are of two kinds ; and 
diftinguifhed by the names of the Konni 
Tungufians, and the Olenni. The for- 
mer are obliged to appear on horfeback, 
whenever the Waiwode of Ncrzinfkoi 
thinks fit to ifliie out orders for that pur- 


pofe; or when the borders of that place 1693 
are in the leaft invaded by the (d) Tartars ; 
the latter, on the other hand, are obliged 
to ferve on foot, and to ftand to their 
arms in the town, upon all emergent oc- 
cafions. 

The head, or principal of the Konni, is a The he»d 
knez, or lord, by name Paul Petromitz u^icoml 
Gantimur ; one, pretty far advanced in 
years, and a native of Nicnheu, where he 
had adted in the capacity, or Jbigh poft, of 
a Taiflca, under the power and jurifdidfion 
of the king of China : but having cafually 
given fome difguft to that prince, he was 
depofed, and removed into Dauria, with 
his hords, or vaflals. This knez, having 
embraced the Chriftian faith, and been 
admitted a member of the Greek church, 
flickered himlclf under the protection of 
his Czarian majefty. In four and twenty 
hours time, this lord, or knez, has it in 
his power to bring no lefs than 3000 men 
into the field of battle, if occafion requires, 
all.vVcll mounted, all able, and experienced 
foldicrs, and all accoutred with their bows # 
and arrows. A fmall band, or body of 
thefe men, not above forty in number, 
will frequently put to flight three or four 
hundred of the Mungalian Tartars, if they 
attempt to attack them. Such of them 
as refide either in this town or the parts 
adjacent, fubfift principally on their traffic 
in cattle ; but thofe who live on the banks 
of the Schilka and the Amur, trade chiefly 
in fables, which are exceedingly fine 
there, and of a mod beautiful black. 

They live in tent6, or huts, which they The; 
call Jurtes, the infide whereof confifts of 
poles, which are joined, or framed in fuch 
a manner together, that they can be re- 
moved with all the cafe imaginable ; as 
they are frequently obliged to fhift their 
habitations. -As foon as thefe poles are 
eredted, they are covered over with fkins, 
that part where the fmoke of their chim- 
neys is to have its proper vent only excep- 
ted. Their fire-places are for the gene- 
rality in the center of their huts; and 
they have feats of turf all round about 
them. ^ 

Their method of devotion, or form of 
divine woflhip, is much the fame jvith j^' irwor ‘ 
1 that 
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that of the inhabitants of Dauria, from 
whom they pretend to derive their pedi- 
gree, and differs in no one effential article 
from that of the Tartars, quite to the 
frontiers of the Mungulians. 

The women here are as robuft, and 
have as broad faces as the men 5 and when 
on horfeback, appear with their bows 
and arrows, in the ufe of which they are 
remarkably dexterous, as they are accuf- 
tomed to them even from their infancy : 
neither is there any material difference in 
their habits from thofe of their men, as 
the reader will plainly perceive by the plate 
annexed. 

Water is their drink for the generality 
among the poorer fort ; thofe, however, 
who are in more cafy circumftances, in- 
dulge themfelvcs in drinking tea, which 
by them is termed Kara’tza, that is to fay, 
black tea; becaufc it changes the water 
in which it is infufed to a blackifh colour 
inftead of green. This tea they boil in 
marc’s-milk, mingled with a proger 
quantity of water, to which they add 
fome greafe, if they are unprovided with 
butter. 

They have, moreover, a fort of liquor, 
which, when diftilled, they call Kunnen, 
or Arak, which is'an extra# from- mare’s- 
milk, and depofited into a veffel, whilft 
hot. To this they add a fmall quantity 
of four milk, and then ftir it once or twice 
perhaps within the compafs of an hour. 
When it has continued in this condition 
for about twelve hours, they pour it into 
an earthen veffel, which is covered up 
clofe, and pafted over, and then diftil- 
led, in the fame manner as is cuf- 
tomary amongft us Europeans, This is 
required to be twice repeated before it is 
fit to drink ; and after that, it becomes as 
clear and ftrong to the full any malt- 
fpirit, and will have the fame intoxicating 
effe#. 

It is very obfervable, that the cows in 
Siberia, Dauria, and in fhort, in any part 
ofTirtary, will never ftand ftill to be 
milked, whilft they have any calves at 
their dugs, and as foon almoft as they are 
out of their^ht, their milk is loft. This 
is the true rcafon why they make ufe of 


mare’s milk inftead of that of the cow } 
but befides, the milk of the former is not 
only fatter, but much more foft. 

Thefe favages employ themfelvcs in 
hunting, during the fpring- feafon, andlay 
in their flock of venifon much after the 
fame manner as the Burates, and dry it 
afterwards, as they do, in the beams of the 
fun. 

Their bread, which they call Sura- 
na, and which they apply to various 
ufes, is compofed of the dried roots of the 
yellow lilly. 

Thefe natives are very dexterous in 
(booting fifh in the waters with their 
arrows, and feldom mils their mark, tho’ 
they ftand fometimes at the diftance of 
fifteen or fixteen fathom. As their arrows 
are for the mod part very heavy, they are 
fit only for the killing of pike, or trout, 
which fwim pretty clofe to the bank fide 
in clear water, and there lie on the gravel. 
Thefe when they are (hot, are fplit afun- 
der, like a lamb by a butcher’s cleaver, 
the points of their arrows being no lefs 
than three or four fingers in breadth. 

Thefe people, when they arc under an 
indifpenfible obligation to take a folemn 
oath, put the following abominable and 
{hocking cuftom into practice. In order 
to prove their innocence, and acquit them- 
felves of the crime Lid to their charge, 
they take a dog, and open one of his veins 
on the left-fide, from whence the perfon 
accufed fucks his blood, till the poor, harrn- 
lcfs creature drops down dead at hjs feet. 
Mr. Ifbrants was an eye-witnefs of an 
operation of this kind whilft he was at 
Nerzinfkoi, in rcfpe# to two Tungufians, 
who were then in cuftody as hoftages, to 
be accountable for the integrity and inno- 
cent deportment of their country-men, 
who were difperfed up and down in Siberia, 
and go thither in order to fhelter thern- 
felves under the proteflion of the Czar : 
One of thefe Tungufians had charged the 
other with having bewitched feveral of his 
companions, and who loft their lives by 
his illicit and clandeftine incantations j but 
the party acquitted himfelf of the crime 
laid to his charge, by taking the oath in the 
manner above related, and the infor-* 
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mer was punifhed accordingly in his 
(lead. 

The envoy tarried at Nerzenfkoi for a 
month or more, in order to furnifh him 
with camels, horfes, oxen, and a great 
variety of other things requifitc for the 
profecution of his journey} and on the 
18th of July departed from Nerzenfkoi, 
and on the third of Auguft then next en~ 


fuing, he arrived at Arganfkoi, which is the 1 693 
laft fort on that fide which belongs to the 
Czar. 

That fort is lituate on the river Argun. A " £Urt ’• 
which riles towards the fouth-caft, and 
empties its waters into the Amur, and 
ferves as a boundary between the dominion 
of his Czarian majefly, and thofe of the 
king of China. 


>1 


Occajional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Ruffians, or Mofco vices, fee p. 7. 
n. c. 

( b ) Cofiacs, fee p. 156. n. e. 

(0 Mongulians, or Mogulians, fee p. 158. 
n. /. 

(d) Baikal or Bakal (the lake of) fee p. 1 67. 
n. a. 


(e) Chinefe, fee p/66, n. /, 

(/) Siberia, or Afiatic Rufifia, fee p. 17. 
n. b. 

(£) £.ena, (the river of) fee p. 1 8. n.£. 

(b) Tartars, feep. 18. n. /. 


» 

CHAP. XXVI. 

The Envoy returns through the Dominions oj the Czar to Tartary. 


A S Mr. Ifbrants journey beyond 
(<7) Tartary, and his embafiy to 
(b ) China bears no v aflinity with our au- 
thor’s travels to the Eaft-Indies, by the 
way of (c) Mofcovy and (d) Perfia, it 
has not been deemed any ways requifitc 
to follow that envoy beyond the bounda- 
ries of thofe countries which belong to 
the Czar’s dominions. However, as there 
arc divers interefting and important articles 
in his return from Tartary, and which 
arc confident with our plan, we flatter 
ourfelves that the curious reader will be 
by no means difgufted at our inserting 
them in this place. 

Mr. Ifbrants then departed from (e) 
Pekin on the nineteenth of February 
1694. and on the 25th of the fame 
month arrived at Galgan, near the much 
talked of wall, which parts the empire of 
China from Tartary. From thence he 
proceeded towards the river Naun, and 
arrived on the frontiers of Tartary, to 
the edge of the large defert of which 


we have before taken fufTicicnt notice. 

There he tarried for fome few days in 
order to furnifh himfelf with nccefiaries 
for the profecution of his journey ; having 
hitherto had all his difburfements duly 
difeharged by the king of China; but as 
that expencc is no longer defrayed by his 
Chinefe majefty when any ambaffador 
gets once into the territories of Argun, 
which is the border of his Czarian ma- 
jefly’s dominions ; the envoy I fay con- 
feious of fo eflential an article, had taken 
all due care whilft at Pekin, to furnifh 
himfelf with camels, horfes, and other 
cattle, proper for his purpofe, where 
he could purchafe them at a cheap 
market. 

This prudent precaution anfwered in all 

refpeds the ends propofed ; for he would 
have met with a fore difappointmenr, had 
he put his trull and dependancc on the 
fcveral horfes and camels which he had 
left behind him at Nuna, moil of which 
died during his abfcnce for want of 
^ y proper 
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proper fublidence. 

On the 2 2d of the fame month the 
envoy made a very elegant entertainment 
for the Mandarin, who, by exprefs order 
of the king his mailer, had waited on him 
fo far, and took his farcwel both of him 
and his retinue. 

On the 26th inftant Mr, Ifbrants en- 
tered the extenfxve but tremendous defert 5 
and after two days travel, arrived at 
Targafinia, fituatc on the little river called 
Jalo, where there was no grafs compara- 
tively fpeaking throughout the country, 
as the feafon was fo backward. There he 
refted for fome time after his fatigue, and 
was, in a friendly manner, forewarned to 
be upon his guard, during his paffage over 
that frightful dcfert, and whilft ne was 
approaching the banks of thofe two rivers 
Sadun and Kallar ; for that no lefs than 
three thoufand (j) Mungulians lay in 
wait for his coming, at that paffage. He 
took accordingly all the prudent Heps t he 
could think of to prevent their intended 
attack, and gave orders directly for 
threcfcore men well provided with arms, 
and on horfeback, to patrolc every night 
about the caravan ; neither did he meet 
with any oppofition, tho’ expedted, and 
advanced forwards on his journey the next 
morning. When he had got fo far as the 
mountains of Jalifch, there was little or 
no forage to be procured ; and the very 
next day he part over them notwithftand- 
ing it was exceffively cold, and the fnow 
lay deep, which happened very unfortu- 
nately for his poor camels and horfes, 
which had nothing to fubfift on but a 
fmall quantity of dried and withered grafs. 
Whillt he was here he confulted with his 
attendants, whether he fhould purfue the 
ufual route, or take a tour round to avoid 
any cafual fkirmifh with the Tartars, who 
were in waiting, as he imagined, at the 
paffage. Tho’ the laft was a very difficult 
talk to carry into execution, and more 
especially as all their cattle were heavy 
laden > yet that refolutionwas unanimoufly 
approved of. 

In their taking this by-road, they were 
obliged to pals over feveral very high hills, 


and to traverie divers feds, which were 1^94 
exceffively deep, for about fourteen 
or fifteen days fuccelfively. At his firft 
fetting out he loft no left than twelve 
camels and fifteen horfes, and afterwards 
a proportionable number, which funk un- 
der the weight of their burthens, being 
weak and fpiritlefs for want of neceffary 
fubfiftence and fupport} for this hideous 
defert affords no forage whatever, as we 
have before hinted, but a little dry and 
withered grafs •, and they were afterwards 
deprived even of that poor pittance ; for 
the Tartars fet fire thereto ; infomuch that 
he was indifpenfibly obliged to take a 
double journey, in order to find out fome 
place .or another where forage was to be 
procured. 

The greateft part of the merchants who 
made a part of his retinue, having loft 
their horfes, were reduced to the neceffity 
of purfuing their journey on foot ; and as 
thofe cattle that furvived were perfectly 
fpent and their ftrength exhaufted, they 
muft inevitably have been conftrained to 
leave a confidcrable part of their effe&s 
behind them in the deferts, had not the 
envoy taken that precaution of furnifhing 
himfelf with a fufficient number of 
camels and other cattle, which were led by 
the bridle. 

In fine, having with inexpreffible diffi- 
culty, and after a thoufand hardfhips and 
turmoils, reached in fafety the river of 
Sadun, he there found the climate much 
more moderate, and a tolerable quantity 
of grafs growing frefh upon the ground. 

Here he refted for two days and nights in 
order to refrefh his camels and horfes, 
which were perfe&ly tired and fcarcc able 
to ftir. 

Here a Chinefe envoy who came from fl* 
Mafgccn, and was fent by the emperor to 
the Waiwode of Nerzinfkoi, overtook him, 
and joined him with a retinue of no left 
than a hundred perfons ; and by that rein- 
forcement, enabled him to withftand the 
oppofition he was menaced with from the 
Mungulians, having at that time with 
him a body of fix-hundred to defend 
him. 


On 
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On the fifteenth of March Mr. I {brants 
arrived at the river called Kailan, which 
he forded at a proper place, where the 
water was but low j and from thence pro- 
ceded to a vale at about a league’s difiance, 
and there pitched his camp, notwithftand- 
ing there was little or no forage near the 
place. In this valley he tarried all the 
next night, and at the dawn of day 
he plainly difeerned a confiderable fmoke, 
that arofe from the north- wefi j which oc- 
currence created him no fmall uneafinefs, 
as he had too juft grounds to fufped that 
the Tartars had fet the withered grafs on 
fire, in order to make their intended attack 
upon him, as the wind and fmoke were 
in their favour. And as his welfare firft 
depended on the protc&ion of providence, 
and after that on the fafety of his camels, 
mules, and other cattle in his train, he or- 
dered them to be led behind an adjacent 
hill, where there was forage, and where 
the flames could never reach or affedt them. 
At the fame time he gave orders for an 
hundred men in his retinue to advance 
with felts towards the fmoke j as it was a 
cuftomary practice to cover the camels, 
"&c. in order to extinguifh the flames, and 
prevent its fpreading too near their cara- 
van. 

However, notwithftanding all thefe 
prudent precautions, the fire gained ground 
apace through the impetuofity of the 
wind, inftantaneoufly deftroyed the withe- 
red grafs that was near half a foot high, 
and gave him no time to convey his tents 
to a farther diftance, by which means no 
lefs than twelve of them were in a mo- 
ment, as it were, reduced to afhes, and the 
flames flew like a fla(h of lightening over 
their caravan. The flames likewife caught 
hold of feveral pieces of valuable goods, 
and fcorched fourteen perfons belonging 
to the train in a dangerous manner, tho’ 
but one indeed, who was a Perfian, actu- 
ally perifhed in the flames. In the mean 
time, Mr. Ubrants had withdrawn himfelf 
to the fummit of a hill, where there was 
no grafs upon the ground, and attended 
only by two of his domeftic fervants 
who covered him over with a felt. 

From this place, the flames, in the 


twinkling of an eye, as it were, flew away 1694 1 

to that particular {pot to which the ****** 

Chinefc envoy had retired at fome confi- 
derable diftance upon the hills ; but as they 
were perfectly fpent before they reached 
him, he was in no great concern about the 
affair. 

In a word, tho* this fire fpread in an 
inftant all along as far as the river Kailan, 
yet it fpent itfclf there, which was at a 
league diftance, however, from the cara- 
van. 

This fire having thus confumed all the __ 
grafs that was {landing near Mr. Ilbrants, 
he fent his guide to fearch out for fome 
commodious place in which the caravan 
might fpend the night ; but he did not re- 
turn till the next morning, at which time 
he brought the melancholy news, that 
there was no manner of forage to be found 
within two days journey of the fpot 
whereon they then flood, the flames 
having deflroyed every thing in their way; 
and that even in fome of thofe particular 
places, where the grafs had cfcaped their 
fury, there was not a quantity remaining 
any ways fufficient for the provifion of 
fuch a number of camels and horfes that 
were in his train. This was a melan- 
choly article, indeed, for the whole 
caravan. 

Whereupon the envoy propofed to re- Theur*. 
pafs the Kailan, at that place where the diiirtn. 
flames had ftopt, and beyond which, he 
had juft grounds to hope that a flock of 
grafs might be met with to anfwer their 
purpofc ; but that propofition was over- 
ruled, as it was thought a too dangerous 
attempt, being apprehenfive of falling in 
with the Tartars on that fide j and for that 
reafon , it was deemed more advifeable to 
venture upon a march for two days, tho’ 
deflitute of every convenience, than to 
run the rifquq, of falling a facrifice 
into the hands of thofe mercilefs barba- 
rians. 

At dawn of day, the caravan began 
their progrefs, and foon after fun-fet, they 
halted on one fide of a large fen, having 
gone through an inexpreffible fatigue ; 
befides the misfortune of lofing no lefs than 
eighteen camels and twenty horfes in thofe 

mar* 
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^ 1694 marfliy grouuds. And that misfortune 

v ^ vS -’ was ftill aggrandized, as the cattle that 
furvived were ready to fink under the 
weight of the loads and harnefles of thofe 
that were actually dead ; the merchants 
dreading the fatal confequences of leaving 
them behind. 

The day following they traverfed once 
m h gre«t mn morc f cvcra l marlthy vales, and lofty hills, 
danger. anc } a t length advanced as far as the river 
called Margeen, where no difafler had be- 
fallen the grafs. When they had forded 
that river, they proceeded with the utmoft 
• • hazard as well as fatigue, as their camels, 
which were perfectly fpent, and decreafed 
gradually as they advanced on their jour- 
ney, were unable to keep pace with the 
caravan. And what was ftill a more af- 
flicting circumftance than all the reft, was 
this, viz. their flock of provifions began to 
fall fliort, and confifted now of nothing 
but a parcel of fuch lean, raw-boned cat- 
tle, as fcarce had ftrength to follow tlvem ; 
and were by no means a fufficient ftock for 
fuch a numerous train : and the rather, 
becaufe it is not cuftomary on thefe occa- 
fions, to make any great provifion of bread 
or other refrefhments j fince the merchants 
want their cattle to carry their loads of 
goods ; and moreover, fince they could 
not well bear the additional expence 
of purchafing camels for no other ufe than 
carrying provender for the reft. 

Are obliged As all this was duely weighed; and 
IhoruHow- as the y Ml near a fortnight’s journey 
«nce. before they could reach to Argun, they 
began to think of coming to fhort allow- 
ance, and totakeafurveyof the remainder 
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of their ftock in general, tint each man 1694 
might have his juftjdividend without favour 
or affeCtion. 

On the eighteenth inftant, after number- 
lefs apparent dangers, and almoft unfur- 
mountable difficulties, they reached the 
river, called Gan, which they forded, as 
the waters happened- at that time to be 
very low, and, as fortune favoured 
them, they met with plenty of grafs on the 
other fide. 

Mr. Ifhrants determined to reft here 
for three days fucceffively to refrcfli hyn- 
felf a little, after fuch an almoft inexprcl- 
fible fatigue ; and here, indeed, he would 
have tarried, it is very probable, fomc 
confiderable time longer, had not the mer- 
chants, the (g) Coflacs, and the guides 
belonging to the caravan, represented to 
him in very affecting terms, the deplorable 1 
ftatc and condition to which they were 
reduced ; namely, that they were forced to 
eat the very blood of the cattle which they 
killed ; that they preferved it till it came 
to the confiftcncy of a piece of liver, and 
then made fliift with it inftead of bread ; 
that fomc even fed upon ‘the very /kins, 
after the hair was ftripc off, which they , 
cut into fmall portions, and broiled them 
for their fubfiftence : in fliort, that others 
fed upon the entrails ; and that they much 
feared it would not be long before they 
fhould be drove to the dreadful neceffity 
of living after the manner of the Cafres 
and Hottentots, on raw flcfli, and of de- 
vouring every morfel, the very excrements 
themfelves not excepted. 

the preceding Chapter . 
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CORNELIUS LE BRUN. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

The Envoy arrives at Nerzinfkoi. He departs from thence. Arrives 
at (a) Tobol, and from thence at (b) Mofcow. 


M R. Ifbrants being informed, that the 
banks of the river Gan, and the 
parts adjacent, abounded with rein-deer, 
and flags, fele&ed feveral of his retinue, 
who were excellent marks-men, and well- 
accuftomed to the bow, in order to give 
them chace. They fet out accordingly, 
t and proved fo fuccefsful, as to retiun with 
no lefs than 50 of the former. Thcfe by 
the envoy’s directions, were diftributed a- 
mongft the train belonging to the caravan, 
whofc appetites were fo keen, that they 
could fcarcely have patience to flay till 
they were drafted : there is nothing, doubt- 
lcfs more ftiocking, than to be in a famifh- 
ing condition ; and nothing fo trans- 
porting, as to have it in one’s power 
to appeafe that exceffivc hunger} the 
quenching of one’s thirft only excepted. 
”pii I «» nt * Mr. Ifbrants, however, difpatched one 
ihcgover- of his retinue, attended by eight (c) Cof- 

tiorofAr- • • • 0 N \ 

*»>> for facs to the governor of ( a) Argun, in or- 
j>rovifi»n«. ^ tQ j n f orm him of their deplorable ftate 
and condition, and to requeft of him to 
furnifh them with fuch provifions as their 
uncommon diftrefs required. . 

The governor, indeed, lent an attentive 
ear to their petition, and readily confented 
to take their melancholy calc into his feri- 
ous confederation } but it required fomc 
time to fend them the proper fuccours } and 
every minute feemed, as it were, an age, to 
fuch perfons as were reduced to the lowrcft 
ebb of diftrefs, and juft upon the point of 
ftarving. 

In the depth of this dreadful calamity, 
they unanimoufly refolved to remove from 
the banks dF the Gan, and purfue their 
journey with vigour, v^t the expiration, 
however, of three days, they were plunged 
into deeper diftrefs than ever} infomuch 
that famine actually flared them in the 


face } the rein deer above- mentioned, being 
but a trivial refrefhment for fuch a num- 
ber of perfons for three hungry days fuo 
ceflively, in a long, lonely defert, that af- 
forded no manner ’of fubfiftence. Their 
bufinefs, however, at this critical conjunc- 
ture, was to make a virtue of neceflity, and 
to exert their patience to the utmoft, 
under a calamity that could by no means 
poffibly be remedied, or relieved. At laft, 
tho’ tired and fatigued to the laft degree, 
they happily arrived at the banks of a 
fmall river, in which there was great 
plenty of trouts and pike j which, in that 
country, the natives, as has beer, before 
hinted, (hoot with arrows. 

Such of the Tungufians and Coflks, a fortune, 
therefore, as made a part of Mr. Ifbrants JIu,,'"' 
train, fecured a great number of them, bour ‘ 
which, together with the feveral rein-deer, 
they had fuccefsfully hunted down in ' 
the evening, contributed greatly towards 
the refrefhment of the half-famifhed 
caravan. 

The perfons who were feleded from 
the train, to fcour the mountains for pro- 
vifions, met in their way with a Shaman, 
or Magician, who happened to prove the 
uncle of the envoy’s guide, who was a 
Tungufian by birth ; and there are a con- 
fiderable number of thofe Shamans in that 
country. The eqvoy (about midnight) 
was waked out of a found fleep, by an un- 
expected out- cry which alarmed him fd 
far, as that he hurried out ofhis tent, with 
precipitation, and enquired of the watch, 
from whence that difturbance arofe? He 
was prtfently informed, thatit was nothing 
but the refult of his guide diverting him- 
felf with his relation ; which excited his 
curiofity fo far, that he determined to go 
to his cell, or hut, with one of the watch 
only for his attendant. No fooner had he 
Z 7 . reach - 
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reached the hut-door, but he perceived his 
guide and his uncle deeply engaged in 
their magical incantations j and notwith- 
standing the much greater part of their 
diabolical ceremonies were over, Mr. If- 
brants perceived, at hisfirft arrival, that the 
Shaman held an arrow, with the blunt 
end fixed upon the ground, and that the 
point of it touched the tip of his nofe. 
About a minute afterwards, the Shaman 
Starting from that pofnion, made a mod 
hideous out-cry, and after jumping round 
the hut three times, Tank down into a 
profound Sleep. The next day, thofe 
CoSTacs, whom Mr. Ifbrants had difpatched, 
in order to make a narrow fearch for pro- 
vifions, returned, and informed him, that 
the faid Shaman, or Magician, had acci- 
dentally met with his nephew, and, in 
their Sight, had carried him off the premi- 
fes ; an attion, that might very ealily occur, 
without the aid or afiiftance of any 
magical operation, in the dead of the 
night, and amongft a parcel of unfrequent- 
ed mountains. The envoy, however, at 
the very fame juncture, received the agree- 
able news, that he Should be furnished, 
within three days time, with all fuch ne- 
ceffaries as he had requefled, from the 
governor of Argun ; an article of that im- 
portance, that it gave frefh vigour to the 
whole caravan, who at that time Stood 
in need of all the common neceSTarics of 
life. 

This timely relief, accordingly, with 
the blefling of the Almighty, came fafe to 
hand on the third day, which confifted, not 
only of five and twenty oxen, with fome 
additional cows; but a large quantity both 
of bread and oat-meal. The officers, how- 
ever, that brought the caravan this feafon- 
able relief from Argun, embraced that 
favourable opportunity of making their 
market of the train ; for they obliged the 
merchants to depofite a crown for every 
loaf, and to pay in proportion for every 
article that they were thus fo humanely 
fupplied with : the purchafers, however, 
confidering the half-ftarvcd condition they 
were in, never murmured in the leaft at 
their exorbitant demands. 


Having at length, very comfortably 
refreshed themfelves, they purfued their 
journey with fome alacrity 5 and arriving 
at lafl at the end of that long, tedious de- 
Sert, where they had met with fo many 
repeated mortifications, they came in 
their progrefs to fevcral meadow-grounds, 
which gave a double reliSh to their late 
refreshments. 

On the 27th of March, they reached, 
to their infinite fatisfadlion, the banks of 
the river Argun, which they croffed the 
very next day, and on the 31ft arrived in 
fafety at NerzinSkoi, where they returned 
their folemn and unfeigned thanks-givings 
to the Almighty, who had delivered them 
from the jaws of death. 

There they refted for fome considerable 
time ; but on the fifth of AuguSt, departed 
from thence by land, coafting it all along 
the banks of the river, and in three days 
time arrived at UdinSkoi ; where they met 
with proper veffels, in which they em- 
barked, fell down with a fair wind, and 
by the dawn of the next day advanced as 
far as the frontiers of (e) Siberia. 

On the 1 2th, they arrived at Jakutfkoi ; 
from whence they departed on the 17th 
for Jenizelkoi, which they reached with 
fafety, notwithstanding the imminent 
dangers to which they were expofed, from 
the floods that had poured down upon 
them for feveral days. 

Mr. Ilbrants, on the 26th, proceeded on 
his journey by land, and paffed through 
a thick wood, which was near 20 leagues 
long, and abounded with game not 
only of the fur-kind but the feather ; but 
both of them proved too cautious to be 
catched. 

After that, he arrived at the town called 
MakofSkoi, where he met with as many 
veffels as he wanted to tranfport both him 
and all his train down the Keta ; and on 
the 28th of September following, he ar- 
rived at KetSkoi-caflle fituate on the (J) 
Oby. 

He met with no obftru&ions in his 
paffage down that river ; and on the 16th 
of Odtobcr then next enfuing, he arrived 
Safe at the town of SamorofSkoi-jam, 

which 
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which is fituate on the mouth of the 
Irtis. 

Here he tarried fomc few days, in ex- 
pedition of being enabled to make ufe 
of fledges in the profecution of his journey 
by land; and on the 29th of the fame 
month arrived at Tobol, where he refided 
for three weeks fucceflively, in order, not 
only to refrefh himfelf, but to fecure all 
fuch materials as he judged mod requifite 
for the profecution of his journey, an 
end to which he moft finceiely wiflied 
for. 


I79 

On the 24th of November, he pafl'ed 1694 
through the city of Wergotur, without any 
cafualty attending him on the road, and Rc»eh»» 
on the lit of January 1695 he arrived in 
fafety at Mofcow, where he paid his com- 
pliments to the Czar, and gave him a 
particular account of his negotiation, after 
a tedious journey of three years or therea- 
bouts ; during which time, he had la- 
boured under a thouland hardflnps and 
fatigues. 


Wergotur* 

Jin. r. 
Aruvcs at 
Mofcow. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

. Of (a) Siberia in general. Of the (b) Samoeds, and the various 
Kinds of them. An accurate though compendious Defcription of 
Weyat’s Straits', with the Burgo-mafler Witfen’s lllujlrations. A 
fuccinEl Accowit of the Mountain , called Yaps, &c. 


T H E envoy, who has made the 
feveral fubfequent additions to the 
account of his travels into (c) China, 
peremptorily declares, for the reader’s fatif- 
fa&iori, that he applied himfelf wholly to 
real matters of fa<ft, without any finifter 
views of advancing the lead marvellous or 
romantic ftory for the embellifliment of 
his relation, as is the too frequent praftice 
of travellers, who frequently aflert for 
truths what they have communicated to 
them by hear-fay only, without taking the 
circumftances of the narrative into due 
confideration, and without the lead con- 
cern or regard whether they are grounded 
on truth or falfhood. In other rcfpe&s, he 
ingenuoufly acknowledges, that he has 
ftridtly obferved the exact order of events 


as they actually occurred, and that he has 
omitted divers incidents, that might be 
well-worthy of being introduced, and ex- 
patiated upon to advantage ; for which act 
of remifsnefs, he begs the candid reader’s 
pardon, and his permiftion to revife and 
* correct thofe little imperfections, and touch 
them up with more accuracy and exact- 
nefs. 

Mr. Ifbrants then (as we have hinted . 

' A recajMtu- 

before) traverfed Siberia and Dauria, and i.hm of hi. 
gave a full and fatisfactory account of the j0U " 1 * r ‘ 
feveral countries, cities, towns, and rivers, 
from north to eaft, that is to fay, from 
Weygat’s Straits to the river called (d) A- 
mur, and from the weft of the Uffa, as far 
as the country of the (e) Mongulians; 
and after that, from the weft even to 
1 the 
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the fouth. 

The frontiers of Siberia, according to 
Mr. Ifbrants, are plentifully fupplied in 
all places with (/) Ruffian troops, who 
entertain no thoughts of, nor make any 
attempts towards the oppreffion of thofe 
(g) Tartars who refide in the fouthern 
parts of that country, or towards making 
them tributary to his Czarian majefty ; 
efpecially, fine© it is evident, that prince 
would reap no benefit or advantage from 
fuch raffi proceedings. The kingdom of 
Siberia, and the country all round about 
it, is of a vaft extent, as is apparent from 
the map, which was inferted in the very 
beginning of thefe travels ; in refpett to 
which, the reader mull have rccourfe to 
the degrees, without being over-curious as 
to the exaeft diftance of places, whether 
towns or rivers within the boundaries of 
this country, which may fometimes prove, 
perhaps, a little defective in point of a 
league or two, little more or lefs and ; the 
reafon he urges for requefting that indul- 
gence is this; namely, that even thofe 
geographers and hiftorians, who have given 
us an account of that country, never crof- 
fed it themfelves j neither has there ever 
been publiffied an accurate and actual ad- 
meafurement thereof. However, he af- 
fures us, that, upon the whole, no pains 
had been fpared in him to attain the beft 
knowledge of it he poffibly could ; and 
that, in order thereto, he made ufe of all 
the infiruments which he thought requifite 
for anfwering that end, and that afterwards, 
he ranged and fixed all the parts and places 
according to the beft of his judgment. 
And modeftly concludes, that he fubmits 
with pleafure the honour of making more* 
interesting and important difeoveries to 0- 
thers, who may make the fame tour after 
him ; and thinks it credit and reputation e- 
nough for him to have paved the way, 
and been the firft German, who ever ven- 
tured to traverfe thofe dangerous and 
lonely deferts, quite as far as China, both 
forwards and backwards. 

Mr. Ifbrants, moreover, modeftly de- 
clares, that he was indebted, for his fiift 
inftructions towards planning a general 
map of this country, to one Mr. Witfen, a 


burgo-mafter of Amfterdam ; for whom, 
as well as for the whole body of li~ 
terati, he (hall ever retain the utmoft vene- 
ration and rcfpect. 

He farther declares, ^hat the aforefaid 
Mr. Witfen, was the firft gentleman, that 
ever obliged the Europeans with a general 
map of Siberia, and of the countries of the 
(h) Calmucs and Mongulians, and divers 
other nations, quite as far as to the cele- 
brated Chinefe wall ; and, in a word, that 
the faid mip was fo accurately laid down, 
that he made it his principal guide and 
direction when he travelled into thofe 
parts, and that he made ufe of it as the 
ground-work and foundation of that new 
map, which is here offered (by way of 
embellifhment) and prefixed to thefe en- 
tertaining travels. 

He commences at the northward, that 
is to fay, at the country of the Samoeds 
and Wangulians, who are under the juris- 
diction of Siberia, and the Waiwodes of 
Pelun quite as far as to the fea. 

There are divers kinds of thefe Samoeds, 
who talk a diftinct language from each 
other; fuch as thofe of Berefoffky and 
Purftorfe, who arc generally looked upon 
as one and the fame nation j thofe that re- 
fide on the fea-coaft to the eaft of the (i) 
Oby, as far as Truchamlkoy, or Manga- 
zefkoy ; and thofe who inhabit the parts 
adjacent to (k) Archangel, upon the 
(/) Dwina, during the fummer-feafon, but 
dwell in tents or huts, and in the woods, 
during the winter. 

Thefe laft are the abfolute averfion 
of thofe who dwell along the fea-coaft ; 
which they have abandoned on purpofe to 
refide in thofe parts. 

As to thofe Samoeds, who inhabit the 
coaft of the northern fca, they have but 
little more of the human fpecies to boaft 
of than barely the form ; they are favages, 
for the moft part, of little or no under- 
ftanding, and, upon the whole, look 
more like unpolifhed bears than men. 

They live (as wild beafts do) on the 
dead carcafes of horfes, affes, cats, and dogs ; 
as alfo, on fuch whales and feals as arc 
driven on fhore by large mountains of ice ; 
and fo very indolent and flothful are thefe 

bu- 
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1695 human brutes, that notwithftanding the 
w-v-* country which they thus inhabit abounds 
with fifh, fowl, and cattle, they will ftill 
fit contented down with fuch carrion as 
above-mentioned, without the trou- 
ble of improving it by any art of dref- 
fing. 

There are, however, certain chiefs, or 
heads, amongft them, to whom they make 
certain acknowledgements, which arc af- 
terwards fent by them to the governors of 
fuch cities or forts, as arc under the juril- 
diflion of the Czar. 

One, who had refided for fome confi- 
derable time at Pofloi-Ofcr, gave Mr. 
Ifbrants information of the method they 
obferve when they travel in fledges, drawn 
* by rein-deer, which with incredible fwift- 
nefs crofs the mountains that are cover- 
ed with fnow. 

In the plate annexed, the reader has the 
reprefentation of a fledge, to which the deer 
arc harnefled ; as likewife of the SamotiJs 
themfelves who drive them j and arc 
eloathed in rein-deer fkins, with the fur 
outwards} and their bow and quiver 
thrown over their flioulders. 

Their chiefs, indeed, are dreft in fcarlet, 

. and have their fledges drawn, fometimes 
by fix, and fometimes eight rein-deer pro- 
perly harnefled. The point of their ar- 
rows is compofed of the tooth of the 
narwhale, in the room of iron or fled. 

With refped to their perfons, it may 
with truth be laid, that they are frightful 
creatures ; and that nothing on the face of 
the earth can be more fliocking, or dif- 
agreeable to the fight. As to their ftature, 
they are fliort, and corpulent; their faces 
and flioulders arc broad ; their nofes flat, 
and their lips thick, blubbered, and 
hanging down ; their mouths are wide, and 
their eyes more difagreeable than any of 
their other features. They look perfedly 
weather-beaten ; their hair is exceflively 
long, and flows over their fhoulders ; fome 
red, fome pale ; but black, is the prevailing 
colour : notwithftanding this profufion of 
hair, their beards are but fhort, and their 
fkins are thick and fwarthy. Thefe ugly 
creatures, however, are very a&ive and 
nimble ; and very dexterous in theic art of 


l8 £ 

driving. The rein-deer, which they thus 1 6;; - 
harnefs to their fledges, bear a very near 
refemblance to our European flags; their 
antlets, or horns, arc much alike, tho’ their 
necks, indeed, are more like thole of the 
dromedary ; but what is peculiarly remark- 
able in them is this; that though they arc 
grey in the fummer, they are perfectly 
white in the winter. Their ufual food 
is a fort of mofs, which they meet 
with in the woods upon the ground in 
plenty. 

As to all other refpc&s, thefe favage* 
arc all heathens ; and every morning and 
evening pay their adoration to the fun and 
moon, and bow down their heads, tho' 
not quite fo low as the ( m ) Perfians. 

They have idols likewife, which they hang 
up in the trees that grow round their huis. 
or tents; fome compofed of wood in a hu- 
man form, and others dreft up in irons, to 
which they pay fome particular ads of 
devotion. Their cabbins, or huts, are cover- 
ed with the hark of levcrul birch- trees, 
fewed together. When they remove them 
from one fpot of ground to another, which 
is a common cuftom amongft them every 
winter and fummer, they fix the poles to 
each other, and then cover them with the 
harks of trees, leaving a hole, however, at 
the top of them for the paflage of their 
lmoke. Their fire-place is ufually plant- 
ed in the center, and they lie round about 
it in the night, as naked as they were born, 
both men and women ; and as to their 
children, they put them into boxes, or ra- 
ther cradles, made of the bark of trees 
in the fame manner as their cabbins, and 
fill them with the rafpings of the faid tim- 
ber, which is as foft as down, and then 
cover them up with the fkins of the rein- 
deer. 

As to their marriages, they pay no re- 
gard to confanguinity and purchafe their 
wives, for whom they give in exchange 
either rein-deer or furs. Neither do they 
confine themfelves to one, or any particular 
number, but inter-marry with as many 
as they fee convenient to maintain. At 
their lcizure-hours of amufement, they 
plant themfelves two and two, one before 
the other, and making particular motions 
A a a with 
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with their legs, they give each other pretty 
(mart Haps with their hands upon the foies 
of their feet. They grunt in their diver- 
fions for all the world like bears, and their 
finging bears fomc refcmblance to the 
neighing of their horfes. 

They have, moreover, divers magicians 
amongft them, who perform a great variety 
of diabolical pranks, or rather delufions. 
But it is time now to drop our difeourfe 
of thefc favage Samoeds. 

All the four-footed beafts, whether 
wolves, bears, foxes, or rein-deer, that are 
to be met with upon this coaA, as far as 
Weygat’s Straits * nay, quite to Mefeen, 
are as white as the fnow itfelf during the 
winter-feafon : and the fame obfervation 
maybe truly made of their birds, ducks, 
partridges, and other feathered fowl. ’Tis 
farther remarkable, that the cold there is 
fo very intenfe, that the crows, and fome o- 
ther birds are frequently frozen as they fly, 
and drop down dead upon the fpot ; . to an 
inftance whereof our author folemnly ^f- 
ferts, that he was once an eye-witnefs. 

As to Weygat’s Straits, not only the 
Englifh, but the Danes and the Dutch 
have given us divers accounts of them. 
After feveral attempts to pafs through the 
frozen channel thereof, which they were ne- 
ver able to aceomplilh above once or twice 
at moft, on account of the obAruCtions they 
meet with from the ice in thofe feas, no 
hiftorian has ever obliged the public with 
fo copious a defeription of it, or treated of 
it in fo accurate a manner, as Mr. Witfen, 
the Burgo-mafter of (n) Amfterdam, a- 
bove- mentioned, And he, indeed, fpa- 
red no pains to procure a thorough in- 
formation of that particular place, having 
converfed for that purpofe with feveral 
travellers who had been actually upon the 
fpot. And the curious map that he has 
exhibited of thofe Straits, and its {hares as 
far as the Oby, is a demonflration of his 
indefatigable induftry in that particular. 
By that map of his, it is evident, that the 
fea there is no ways navigable, from thofe 
Straits as far as the Icy Cape, notwith- 
standing as enterprifing a man at Chriflo- 
pher Columbus formerly was, {hould un- 
dertake the bold attempt; fince it is alto- 


gether impracticable to penetrate thofe 1695 
mountains of ice that block up the paffage, 
and notWithftanding the Aars continue to 
point out the courfe he was to Aeer. The 
great Author of Nature has furrounded, 
and fortified the Siberian coaAs with fuch 
a profufion of ice, that there is no fhip 
whatever can reach fo much as the river 
Jenifa, much lefs be able to double the 
Icy Cape, and go down to Jcdfo of 
Japan. 

Mr. Ifbrants had been informed by feve- 
ral Rufiians who had often palled through 
the Weygate-Araits, as far as the mouth 
of the Oby, in proper vcffels for the catch- 
ing of feals and the narwhale, that, at the 
time when the wind blows from the offing, . 
that whole coaA is fo incumbred with ice, 
that thofe who happen to be then there, 
are indifpcnfibly obliged to fly for {belter 
into fome fmall gulphs, or little rivers, in 
order to efcape the danger, and to ride there 
contentedly till fuch time as a wind from 
the ffiore blows the ice off again to fea, 
which it does fo effectually, and to all in- 
tents and purpofes, that not the leaA figns 
of it arc to be difeerned in thofe Araits, 
for the diAance of feveral leagues : that as 
foon as the ice is fo removed by that means, * 
they put to fea again with the utmoA ex- 
pedition ; but take care, however, at the 
fame time, how they leave the coaA, till 
another brifk gale from the fea reduces 
them to the neceffity of making a fecond 
retreat into fome rivulet, or other place of 
fafety, that their vcffel may not be cruffi- 
ed to pieces, or otherwife loA through 
the ice that {hould fall down upon 
them. 

Mr. Iforants adds to this relation, that, 
about fifty years before, fome particular 
Ruffians who refided in Siberia, procured 
a public licenfc for furniffiing themfelves, 
in proper places fituated on the coaA, with 
fuch provifions as they might have occa- 
fion for ; fuch as corn, flower, &c. and in 
exchange for them to tranfport the natural 
products of Siberia by Weygate’s-Araits, 
without the leaA moleAation or reftraint, 
to the fame places, upon the payment of 
fuch duties as {hould be impoied upon 
them by the Czar : that thefc people, how- 
1 ever, 
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1695 ever, having abufcd that important prlvl- 
lege by clandeftinely conveying of divers 
other kinds of merchandize by other rivers 
in Ruffia, to the great detriment of his 
Czarian majefty’s revenues, they were re- 
trained from trading any longer in thofe 
Straits j and an order was ifiued out for 
the faid commodities to be brought by 
Berefove, and the Kamenfkoi, or the rocks 
of Pojas. 

This, however, is not only very dif- 
ficult to be accompl ilhed, but very in- 
commodious, bccaufe, in their paflage from 
Berefova, they lie under an indifpenfible 
obligation to cut their canoes, or little 
barks, which are hollowed out of the 
trunk of a tree, diredlly into two equal 
parts ; and in that manner to drag them 
over the mountains for feveral days toge- 
ther ; and as foon as they have reached the 
moft northern part of the country, they 
join them artfully together again, and pro- 
ceed on their voyage to Archangel, or 
to fome other places fituate on the river 
Oby. 

A deferip- Mr. Ifbrants likewife went to the Pojas, 

,he which is a rock, or more properly fpeaking 
„ a chain of ftone-mountains, which begins 
atPetzerkai, and extends a-crofs the coun- 
try of Wcrgotur, and Wolock, without 
the lead difcontinuance ■, and from thence 
proceeds to the fouth, on one fide of the 
Utka caftle, quite as far as the country of 
Uffian Tartars, from whence fprings the ri- 
ver, diftinguifhed by the name of Uffi, and 
to the eaftward of thofe two rivers called 
Nitra and Tuna ; the laft of which emp- 
ties its waters to the north-weft into the 
Kama. 


This chain of mountains after that ex- 1695 
tends fouthwards towards the frontiers of 
the Calmucs, and the fpacious river of 
Jaika, in which there is great plenty of filh, 
flows out of it to the weftward, and then 
proceeds, till it empties its waters into the 
(0) Cafpian-fea. The (p) Tobol like- 
wife i flues from it to the northward. 

They proceed afterwards to the eaftward 
along the country of the Calmacs, and the 
frontiers of Siberia, on one fide of thofe two 
lakes, diftinguifhed by the names of Saifan 
and Kalkulan ; from the firft whereof 
flows the Oby, and from the laft, the (q) 

Irtis. From the Kalkulan, the Pojas a- 
gain extends itlelf to the fouthward, 
from whence flows the (r) ]<nifia, 
the mouth whereof is in the icy fea of 
Tartary. 

Thefe mountains, in the next place, 
form an elbow, and divide themfelves 
' after that into the north-eaft and fouth t 
to the northward all along the river 
Jcr/ilia j and to the fouthward, on one 
fide of the lake, called Kofogol, from 
whence proceeds the river Silinga, which 
empties its waters into the lake, called (s) 

Baikal. From thence this Pojas ftret- 
ches away ftill farther to the fandy defert 
of the country of the Mongolians j 
and having penetrated into it fome 
considerable way, it divides again, and 
extends to the fouthward as far as the 
famous wall of China before-mentioned, 
and then ftretches out eaftward quite 
as far as the fea, as the curious rea- 
der may plainly perceive by confulting 
only the map of the travels of this en- 
voy. 


Occajional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(u) Siberia, or Afiatic Ruffia, fee p. 17, 

a i. 

(b) Samoed% fee p. 17. n. a. 

( t) China, fee p. 66 . n. t. 

(J) Amur, or Amour, fee p, 18. n. b. 

(a) Mongulians, or Mogulians, fee p. 158. 
n. i. 


(f) Ruffians, or natives of Mofcovy, fee p. 7, 
n. c. 

(g) Tartars, or natives of Tartary, fee p. 18. 
n. i. 

{b) Calmucs, fee p. l 6 %. n. b. 

(i) Oby, the river, fee p. 1 8. n. t. 

(k) Archangel, fee p. 8. n. i. 


(/) Dwi- 
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(l) Dwiiu, river, fee p. 23, n. b. 
(in) Perfia, fee p. 64. n, 0. 

*(») Amfterdam, fee p. 108. n. /. 
(0) Cafpian-fea, fee p. 66 . n. q. 


(p) Tobol, fee p.148. n. a. 

(q) Irtis, fee p, 148. n. e. 

(r) JcniGa, or Jenifa, fee p. 18. n 

(s) Baikal, or Bakal (the lake of) fee p. 167. 
n. a. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

A Defcription of the Tartars of Uffi and Bafkir and of divers other Hords , 
or Clans . A fuccinSl Account of the Towns of Tor a Tomfkoi, and the 
Parts adjacent. Of the Inhabitants of Tungus, and the people , called 
the Buratcs, &*c. A port Defcription of the Natives of Dauria, Ko- 
rcifi, and other Nations. A port Account of the Icy-Cape, of the 
Town of Jakutfkoi, &c. 


* | ' H E natives of that country which 
JL is very extenfivc, and lies between 
Pelin and Wcrgotur, along the river, called 
Zufawaya, and as far as the coutry.of 
Uffi, are all heathens. 

The river, called Kungur, on the banks 
of which refide the Tartars of Uffi, has its 
fource or fpring in the country of Uffi, 
between the Zufawaya and the Uffi, and 
proceeds till it empties its waters into the 
Kama, on which the town of Kungur 
ftands, where there is a garrifon belonging 
to the Czar. 

Thefe natives of Uffi and Bafkir refide 
in the parts adjacent to the town of Ofla, 
and are difperfed up and down, in little 
hamlets, or villages, (built much after the 
manner of thole in (a) Ruffia) to the 
weftward, as far as the Kama, and all along 
the (b) Wolga, or Volga, and extend al- 
moit to the cities of Saratof and Sarapul, 
which arc fituate on the Wolga, where 
his Czarian majefty has likewife ftrong 
garrilons for keeping the Tartars in fub- 
jpflion, and for collecting his duties there, 
which arc principally paid in furs and 
honey. The governors, however, of thefe 
places are obliged to deport themfelyes 
with fome degree of courtely and com- 
plaifance towards the inhabitants all round 
about ; left tlky ffiould murmur, or Tile 
Up in rebellion, and difclaim his Czarian 


majefty’s dominion over them. 

There are likewife divers other hords, 
or clans of thefe fame Tartars, who refide 
in the fouth-weft part of the country, and 
in the kingdom of (c) Aftracan, who arfc 
under-no fubjection whatfoever, and unite 
with thofe (d) Calmucs who are their 
neighbours, in order to make their occa- 
fional excursions into the country of (e) 
Siberia. Thefe Tartars, however, cultivate 
the lands about them, and fow divers forts 
of grain there, which they carry home to 
their cabbins, or huts, when they have 
reaped it, and threfhed it in the field. 
Thefe people have, moreover, not 
only the fineft honey the world can 
produce, but a prodigious quantity of 
it. 

Their ufual drefs is a ftrong cloth, 
of a light grey colour, and much like 
that which is worne by the peafants of 
Mofcovy. 

. Their women appear for the moft part 
in their ftiifts, from their girdles upwards, 
except the weather proves intenfely cold 
indeed ; which fiiifts are not' only ftriped, 
but worked with filk of divers fort of co- 
lours. In other refpects, they wear petti- 
coats, much after the German mode, 
and Rippers, which cover only the end of 
their feet, and are faftened about their an- 
kles. As to their heads, they drefs them 

com- 
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f6g£ commonly wkhi a long ribbon about the 
***** breadth of four fingers, which they tie be* 
hind, and work With filk of various co- 
lours, in the fame manner as they do their 
fhiftc.. Thfefe, likcwife, they embellish 
with coral, and giafs, beads, which hang 
dangling about their eyes; Some of them, 1 
indeed, , wear them higher upon their 
forehead*; When they.goa-vifiting, they 
cover this head-idrefs of theirs with 
h&ndkerchifcf, not only wrought with 
filk, but adorned liklewife ail round with a 
fringe. 

Are brm Thefe natives of Uffi and Bailor, are 

foldiersind 

ticeiient bra vc folders,! *n<T excellent norfemenJ 

bowmen, wear no other'; arms, indeed, than 

their bows and their quavers 5 but thofo 
they ufe with great dexterity and addrefs. 
They are ftrong and fturdy, for the mod 
part, and moderately tall ; their fhoulders 
are broad' ; and as to theirbeards, the/ let 
them fdmetimes grow^tok great length! 
Their' eye-browS ’are fo thick, that they 
cover; not 1 only their eyes, but their fore 
heads likewifci They: have \ language, 
true, paduhar .to thcmfelVfcs ; bhtckrt 
underftandiand coriterfe with the Tartar* 

. of Aftracari; though different from their 

own. ■> ■' j -“ " '■' l ' ,,f ' 1 1 

xhtir r.. As to their religion, ttwft of them are 
li|: ‘ on ’ heathens j but • there are < • fomel fmPngft 
them who are Mahortimedfnw, through 
the pdrfuifions 'Of the (f) Crim Tartars, 
with whom they corrcfpond in a very 
friendly manner. • 1 

The Caltrtucs refide chiefly between 
the fprings, or fountain-heads of thofe two 
rivers the (g) Tobol and the (A) Oby, 
and extend them ft lyes as for as the lake 
called Jettiufowa, which abounds with a 
kind of rock- fob!. To this lake about 

The Jamu- i _ « . • 

fova lake, twenty or five and - twenty Uotnemques, 
rock. fait, that is to fay, Ruffian ftiiaH* veftels, come 
from the town called Tobol, and up the 
(/) Irtis conftantly Once every year With a 
ftrong guard of rto left thah 250b Wen j 
and asjimufoWa lies At fofne confiderable 
diftarice from the Irtisi they travel the re* 
mainder of theway by land. When they 
arrive at the lake, they cut the fait, as they 
would cakes of ice, upori the banks, and 
convey it afterwards to their refpective vef- 


ftls, notwithftanding all the obftfuctions 
that they meet with from the Calmucs; 
with whom; upon thefe occalions, they 
have frequently fev/sral fmart engagements. 

As you pafs down the Irtis, a little be- 
low the above-mentioned lake, and enter 
upon the little river Tor, you c6me to the 
little .river, called Toro, which is the laft 
frontier-place belonging to his Czarian 
ihajefty, and borders upon the dominions of 
a Calmuc prince, called Buftn-chan. 

The natives of this country, (which ex- 
tends from the city 1 of Tora, fituate on the 
Tor, from whence it derives its name, 
towards the eaft, as far as to the Oby, over 
againft the river Tom, and the city fituate 
thereof), called from thence Tomflcoi) are 
diftinguifhed by the name of the Bau- 
binfy. 

Thefe traverfe the country of Barnabu 
in the fummdr as Well as the winter, tho’ 
more particularly during the cold months j 
becapfe the Oby, at that feafon of the year, 
is by no means navigable, by Surgut and 
Naruiti j for which reafon , all travellers are 
then ' ftldifpenfibly obliged ; to go into 
Siberia byTomtkoy and Jcnufelkoy. 

Thefe Barabinfy, who arc a kind of 
Calmucs, pay their acknowledgements, by 
way of tribute, not Only to the Czar, but 
to the prince Buftu-chan tike Wife above- 
named. They have 1 thrfce heads, or chief- 
tains, whom they diltinguifh by the name 
of Taiflii, who are collectors of all the 
duties that Are impofed upon' them, and 
account, at proper t;imes and places, with 
his Czarian majefty for his peculiar dues. 
Or demands upon them : the firft place, ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, is the town of 
Tora ; the feCond the caftle, or fort, called 
Telowa, And the laft, the fortrefs, or caftle 
of Kulenba : their whole tribute, however, 
is paid in furs. 

They are a turbulent, warm fort of 
people, and addicted to warlike exploits, 
notwithftanding they live in huts, orcab- 
bihs, ereafed in the woods, milch after the 
Partner of the Siberian Tartars. In thefe, 
they admit of no ftoves, but of little chim- 
neys, Which may more properly be termed 
tubes, 1 or pipes only, for the difeharge of 
their fnloke ; which laid tubes t>r pipes, 
Bbb wbcn 
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1695 when their wood is burnt down to a coal, 
*- rr - r are ftopt up clofe, in order to keep in as 
much heat as poffibly they can ; and, 
when the fire is out, they open them 
again. 

ui'i.nl’*'’ 1 " I°- the fummer-time, thefe people refide 

in little villages, or hamlets, under huts, or 
tents, erected in a very flight manner ; but 
during the winter-feafon, indeed, they take 
care to have their cabbins more firm and 
fubftantial : they cultivate the lands that 
lie all round about them j and they fbw 
barley, oats, and french»wheat, &c. but no 

v rye. However, when any bread is offpred 

them, made of that laftkindof grain, they 
feldom, if ever, refufe to accept of .it j but 
chew it, indeed, with fome feeming tokens 
of difgufl, as unpalatable, and for the moft 
part throw it away, or fpit it out, as if it 
went againft their ftorriachs. 

Their hread Inftead, therefore, of rye, they make ufe 
ho 6 °' htr of clean barley, which, after it has been 
duely parched in a hot iron-kettle, gijows 
as hard almoft as any Hone j and this tHey 
take care to eat the very next day that it 
is fo parched as aforefaid. They make 
likewise a kind of flour, of their Sdrana, 
as they call it, which is the root of their 
yellow lillyj and with a proper quantity 
of it make a kind of foop, 
ri.eir drink- As to their drink, it is for the moft part 
a liquor diftilled from a proper quantity of 
mare’s-milk, which they call Komis j or 
elfc they drink what they call Karaza, that 
is to fay, a black fort of tea, with which 
commodity, they are principally fupplied 
by the Bolgares. 

They make no ufe of any other warlike 
Tiicirdnm. t jj an bows and arrows, in which 

they follow the example of the other 
Tartars. They have cattle of almoft all 
forts amongft them j but no hogs $ they 
have plenty like wife of furs, in their coun- 
ri/ " fm, ‘ tr y . that is to fay, fables, the Heins of 
(quirrels, ermins, foxes, and other creatures 
of the like kind. This country of theirs 
extends to the Tor aquite to the Oby ; and 
tho' there are no mountains to be met 
with there, yet there is a greet plenty of 
lofty cedars, birch, alders, and woods, 
which are (landing in rows on the banks 
of feveral fmall ftreams, or rivulets, whofe 


waters are a 4 dear and tranfparent as 
chryftal. , • . in .■ ' ' 

. Thefe natives,, as well .the women as 
men , drefs much after the ; manner ' of the 
Calmucs ; and they- are indulged with, as 
many wives as they pleafe,'as fj»ras> their 
circumftances will admit. . 

When they traverfe the woods, in or- 
der to, hunt down t their game, they take 
their Saitan, as they. call >it, along with' 
them j which is an image, made of wood, i 
inelegantly carved with a knife only,, and 
covered with a parti-coloured fluff, not 
unlike that which is frequently worne by 
the female Ruffians. This idol,.or Saitan, 
of theirs is inclofed iri a box, which is 
carried upon a particular fledge 5 and to 
this their god, they offer up the firft. fruits 
of their chace, be it what it will, without 
any exception. 

When they prove more fucceftful than 
they could reasonably expeft, and whet* 
fafely arrived at their refpedtive cabbins* 
this Saitan, or idol, is depofited in the 
moft confpicuous part of their tent, q? 
hut, in its proper box;, and covered oVe* 
with the fineft furs they are maftew of* 
by way of grateful acknowledgement of 
the great fuccefs they have met with thro’ 
their means; and there they are left un- 
touched. till they are grown rotten and 
worthlefs in procefs of time ; for they arc 
firmly convinced, that they fhould be 
guilty of the moft heinous fin of faerilege, 
fhould they ftrip them of thofc robes, 
or apply them to any other purpofe 
whatfoever. 

When you are got bsyond the Oby, 
you come to Tomfkoi, 'which is a frontier- 
place belonging to the Czar 1 this Tom- 
fkoi is a fine, . fpaciaus city, well fortified, 
and well furnifhed with a numerous gar- 
rifon both of Ruffians and Coffacs, in order 
to oppofe the incurfions and outrages of 
the Siberian Tartars. In the fuburbs like- 
wife beyond the river, there are planted a 
large body of Buchar Tartars, who pay 
homage, and certain duties to his Czari&n 
majefty. This beautiful place is fituate 
on the river Tom, from whence it derives 
its name, the fpring, or fountain-head 
whereof lies in the country of the Calmucs, 

Here 
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16.95 Uere t,ie y cart 7 on a Lrge trade with 
rSS n ttte (k) China, which is principally conducted 
■with chim. by the Chan of Bufuchtu, and by the 
Buchars, amongft whom we may reckon 
feveral Ruffian merchants. They perform 
their journey to China, it is true, in about 
three months, and return in the fame com- 
pafs of time, but it is attended, both back- 
wards and forwards, with incredible diffi- 
culties and fatigues ; for in fome particular 
places, thefe traders are indifpenfibly obli- 
ged to load their camels both with wood 
and water. In the prosecution of this 
journey, you muft crofs the country of 
the Calmucs, and fo proceed to a place 
called Kokoton, a city which belongs to 
China without the wall. 

It is not practicable, however, for the 
Ruffians, and other ftrange nations to un- 
dertake this journey : becaufe the country 
is over-run with free-booters, who' plun- 
der all travellers in general, without dif- 
tinction, except they are provided with 
fufficient guards to withftand their at- 
tacks. 

AJcfert As you fall down the river from Tom- 
“ unt,jr * ffioi, the country all round-about is a per- 
»fect wilderriefs, even as far as the town 
Jenifelkoi, an abfolute plain, but full of 
copfes. And it is much the fame, or very 
little better, between the two rivers called 
Kia and Zulim, even as far as to the two 
towns, called Kufnefkoi and Krafnagar, 
The coun- where the country is inhabited on the 
borders only, which adjoin to thofe of the 
Kirgifes, and are under the dominion of 
the Chan of Bufuchtu. 

The laft-mentioned city is a fort, with a 
ftrong garrifon in it, who are principally 
Cofiacs, and fubject to the Czar, in order 
to withftand the outrages and devaftations 
of the Kirgifes. In the market-place; 
accordingly, there are always no Iefs than 
20 troopers, well accoutred, planted before 
the governor’s palace, and their horfes ftand 
ready faddled both night and day. For 
notwithftanding, it is true, that the Kir- 
gifes arc at peace with the Siberians ; yet 
there is no manner of dcpendance, no truft 
or confidence to be put in that pacific 
alliance ; for they frequently carry off 
clandeftinely the inhabitants of the out- 
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parts of the town, and of the villages round 1 695 
about it ; and their cattle like wife when 
opportunity admits. The Cofiacs, how- 
ever, make them often pay very l'everely 
for the depredations they are guilty 
of in fo fraudulent and illicit a man- 
ner. 

Thefe Kirgifes extend thcmfelvcs to- 
wards the fouth-eaft, even as far as the 
country of the (/) Mongulians, who arc a ' 
robuft, and warlike people, tall, broad- 
faced, and bear a manifelt refemblance to 
the Calmucs. ’ 

Tho’ bows and arrows are their princi- wJvm. 
pal arms j yet they feldom or never enter 
upon any expedition, without being furnilh- 
ed with fine coats of mail, and long (pears, 
or launces, whofe points almoft trail along 
the ground as they ride on horfcbaik! 

They relide for the mod part in the moun- 
tains; where they are in no mannner of 
danger of being taken by furprize. 

Tbeir language bears a very near affinity T) , r . r lan . 
tQ that of the Calmucs ; and mod of them s l,ase - 
can talk that made ufe of by the Criin- 
Tartars likewife, to which the Turks are 
no ftrangers. 

From Krafnagar, as you pafs down the 
river ( m) Jenifa, or Jenifia, even as far as ruiL. "n< 
Jenifelkoi, the country is inhabited by, the Bur,le ‘’ 
Tungufians and Burates. The caftle, or 
fort of Ilinlkoi is fituatc on the frontiers of 
the Mongulians, oppofite the Pojas before- 
mentioned, between the two towns, called 
Jcnifellcoi and Selinginlkoi. Though this 
place, thus fituated, is not very fpacious ; 
yet it is furnilhed with a very good garrifon, 
chiefly confifting of horfemen, in order to 
guard and prated the weftern part of the 
country of the Mongulians, and to with- 
ftand the frequent ravages and incur- 
fions of the Mirotti, Mily, and Burates, 
who are all Tartars, dependent there- 
upon. 

In the parts adjacent to this town, there 
is great plenty of fandal-wood to be met 
with, which is remarkable for its peculiar 
hardnefs. The Burates, who five at pre- 
fent under the fhelter and protection of 
the Czar, refided formerly, in the country 
adjacent to Selinginlkoi; but ever lince 
they have been found guilty of uniting 
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with the Mongulians, through the infti- 
gation of the Chinefe, they have been re- 
moved into the country round about the 
lake of ( n ) Baikal, in the mountains, and 
there they pay their tribute to his Czarian 

majefty all in furs. 

There is a mountain, which ftretche$ out 
from this town to the northward, even as 
far as the laft-mentioned lake of Baikal, 
where there are the fineft fprt of fables as 
well as furs. The country of the Mongu* 
lians contains the whole extent between 
Kologol lake to the eaftward, even as far as 
the great defert ; from thence tp the Mon- 
gulian lake, called Dway, and to the 
country of (0) Argun j and after that, 
towards the north- weft, even as far as thofe 
two rivers, called Onon and Sikpi. They 
live under the government of three heads, 
or chieftains, who are brethren, the firft of 
whom is named Kuttugt, who is high-* 
prieft likewife of his nation : the name of 
the fecond is Aziroi-Sain-Chan, who.lives 
in peace and perfect friendftiip with 
Kuttpgt j but the third, whofc name is 
Clict, and whofe frontiers abound on the 
territories of the weftern Tartars, is com- 
mitting daily outrages and depredatiqns, 
and is guilty of robbing and plundering all 
he meets with, even as far as the Chinefe 
wall j . without paying the leaft regard to 
thofe prefents which the emperor of China 
annually fends to the Tartars all round a- 
bout, in order to tempt them tp be invio- 
lably attached to his intereft, as their right- 
ful fovereign. The two others have 
thrown themfelvcs under the fhelter and 
protection of his Czarian majefty ; becaufe 
they are under apprehenfions of being in- 
filled by the Calmucs, and particularly 
thofe who are dependent on the prince 
Bufuchtu-Chan, by whom they were very 
forely injured and oppreffed in the years- 
1688 and 1689. 

Let us now return, however, to the 
frontiers belonging to his Czarian majefty; 
and in the firft place, to the fort, or gaftle 
of Argun, which is fituate oh the weftern 
part of the river of that name. That 
taftle is defended by a Ruffian garrKbn,- 
anc\ the inhabitants:, round about arc all 
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Thefe Tungufians arc a very warlike ?/•"«* «r 
people, and in this place, are capable oi mm. 
bringing into the field-4000 men, who are 
well armed with tfieir bows and quivers; 
and very expert and dexterous -In* the ufo of 
thofe hbftile weapons. So formidable, 'in 
fhort, are they, that the Monguliafts durtt 
BOt venture to face them, or any ways in-> 
jure or oppreft them, but by cJaOdeftinq 
jobberies in theidead of the night. - I - ' 

Poring the winter-ifeafein, they dfefs 
themfelves. in fame fkins or another, or 
rather in the fleeces of their fheep; and 
they wear, fandals, or boots, in the fame 
manner as the natives of China. There is 
abroad rim, or border of fuv to each of 
their caps, which they wear either up Of 
down, according to the inclemency,' or 
mildnefa of .the weather. As to their gir- 
dles, they are armed with iron, aboiit four 
fingers broad, and an arrow, that ferveS 
them onoccafion for a flute. In the furh- 
mer, they fhave their heads, and wear no 
caps. They rCferve, however, t one lock 
behind, as is 'cuftomary amongft ,the 
Chinefe. As to their drefs, they wear a • 
blue Chinefe cloth, which is quilted with 
cotton, but have no linnen underneath if.- 
In a word, they are almoft beardlcfs by 
pature ; their faces are, for the moft part, 
rather broad than thin ; and take them alt 
together, they bear a near refemblance to 
the Calmucs. 

When their ftock of provifions begins to Their due* 
grow low, they go in hords, or clans, to 
hunt the rein-deer and the flag, which they 
firft drive before them together, and then 
they furround them. When they have 
{hot a fufffeient number of them, and they 
very feldom mifs of their aim, they fairly 
divide the fpoil between them : as to their 
women, they drefs much after the fame 
manner as the men do ; and the only diffe- 
rence that is any ways perceptible, is that 
they hive two treffes of hair, which 
foil down on each fide upon their 
fo-eafts, 

- Poiigamy is a conftant practice amongft 
them ; and every. man may indulge him- 
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felf, : withoutcontroul, with as many wives 
a6 his circumftahces will permit him to 
mairftain. They are not, k feems, over 
curious in their choice; for they purchafe 
them withpht making the lead fcruple, 
or enquiry, whether they -have been tft 
the poffeffion of any ftrangcr ©r not, bef- 
. fore them. . 

Though -tfeoy enter tttln the notion, fhat 
there ig-aGod in the heavens above j ya t 
they pay him no tribute of adoration ; 
nOr make -the ledft formal addreflestohim 
-by’-way : df prayers. When they are in- 
fdined itotonftilt their Saitafn, or Magician, 
'-inf Order 'to be informed whether they 
• fhtfll 'riiiftt'with fuccefs in their a’pproach- 
■mg hunting-match, dr in any iiicurfions 
upon' thtir neighbours, they vifit him in 
the night-time by beat of drum. 
i : And when' they ^ropofe to resale them- 
felves, they make 'a' Kind' of arrack of 
•mare's -milk, which they let fraud till it is 


turned; and 'then d5fft.il It twice or thrice 
over, between two earthen veflels, elofely 
ftopt up, to which is affixed a fmall wooden 
pipe. This makes a ftrong fpirit ; and 
this both the men and the women will tip- 
ple down in fuch plenty, that the whole 
jeompahy wHl fometimes be downright 
intoxicated with their liquor. 

Tiieir mar- Their. wives and daughters will mount 
»m! inTid-" "their horfes, with as much activity as the 
men, and make ufe of their bows and ar- 
rows with equal dexterity and judg- 


ment. 

Inftead of bread, they eat the roots of 
yeilow lillies dried, and when they arc re- 
duce$ to a flour, they make with it a kind 
of loop. They neither understand, nor 
pradtile the art of agriculture. There, 
however, as well as in other places, thofe 
who are in the beft circumftances are moll 
valued and carelfed ; and there are.Xbine 
amqngft them, who may properly be faid 
to he jpcffons of fortune j who carry on a 
very advantageous trade with the Targafi 
and the Xixj, who are people urwjer the 
jbrifdidtion o{ the emperor of China: 
which trade or commerce pr incipally con- 
flits in an exrhange of furs for blue cotton 
cloth, and other cloths, and large quanti- 


•tities of tobacco. They pretend to be de- 
scendants of thofe Targafi, or the Aorfi, 
•with whom they contradt alliances, and 
live in a perfedt Itate of love and friend- 
fhip. 

1 When you 'have gone about half a days 
journey from the fort of Argun into the 
mountains, -you will find, that a-filver mine 
has fallen in there, and to this very day 
plainly difeern feveral melting - places, 
which the inhabitants of Nienchen and 
Dauria formerly made uic of. From this 
place to Netzinlkoi, which is the principal 
city of Dauria; it is a ten days journey by ' 
land, in cafe you ride upon camels. 

It is a* very fine country, and divided 
into feveral parcels by brooks or rivulets, 
upon tire margins whereof, you will meet 
with abundance of the fined plants, and 
rha molt beautiful flowers that nature ever 
produced. Iri thc mountains, and on the 
tops of ‘the hills, you will find grafs of at 
leitfl three feet in height. The country, 
however, all round about lies perfectly un- 
manpred, as it is in the pofleffion of fuch 
Tartars as arc tributaries to the Czar of 
Mofcovy. 

Having travelled through the country of 
Argun, and trnverfcd the large river called 
(f) Amur, towards that other of Gorbifa, 
which is deemed the common boundary of 
his Czarian majerty’s dominions, and thofe 
of the emperor of China, whofe territories 
extend caltward from that lad-mentioned 
river, quite as far as to the fea ; and thofe 
of his Czarian majefty well ward and north- 
ward : to the eaftward of the Goibifa, we 
came to the rivers, called Tugurand Uda } 
which lie to the northward of the Amur, 
and flow down till they empty their 
waters into the Chinefe ocean, or the fea of 
Amur. 

Between thefe two rivers, the borders 
whereof are inhabited by Tungufians 
Alemeuri and Kereifi, a vaft number of 
fables are taken. 

It is highly probable, that the Kerei/i 
lad-mentioned, came originally from the 
place called Coela, which does not lie at 
a great didance, and to which, in cafe one 
meets but with a fair wind, it is but aftw 
days paflage. It is the general opinion,’ 
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tlwt they came fiift and fettled on the 
borders of the Amur, and that In pro- 
ccfs of time, they extended their limita- 
tions. 

Thofe that refide on the fea-coaft, get 
their principal fubfiftence by fifhing ; and 
thofe who live higher up in the country, 
by hunting ; and frequently enrich them* 
felves by thofe excurfions ; becaufe there 
are no finer furs in the whole world than 
there are in thefe parts. 

The inhabitants of the adjacent iflands 
conftantly vifit the two laft- mentioned 
rivers once a year. Their afpefts and de- 
portment are comely and graceful enough ; 
they cloathe themfelves in the fineft furs, 
under which they wear a filk veft, after 
the mode of the (q) Perfians. They are 
for the nioft part tall proper men, and 
their beards give them an air of majefty. 
They frequently deal with the Siberian 
Tartars for women and maidens ; for they 
are very amoroufly inclined ■, and give fa- 
bles and black fox fkins, (of which ac- 
cording to their own account there 13 
great plenty in thofe iflands) by way of 
exchange. They even tempt the Tun- 
gufians of Siberia to come and vifit them j 
and in order to induce them to become 
traders amongft them, they infinuate, that 
the country of Jakutfkoi formerly belong- 
ed to them j and it mull be acknowledged, 
indeed, that their language, in fome mea- 
fure, feems to confirm fuch a conjec- 
ture. 

The river called Ogota runs to the 
northward of the two rivers laft-mention- 
ed ; and between them and that of Uda, 
there are a great number of whales to be 
met with upon the coall, and even as far 
as to the frozen cape ; where there are feats 
and narwhales in great plenty. 

The town of Kamfatka, and the whole 
coaft beyond it, is inhabited by other na- 
tions, who are dillinguilhed by the names 
of, the Xaxi and the Koeliki, whofe lan- 
guage is widely different from all the 
reft. 

Thofe who refide upon the coaft cloathe 
themfelves in the fkins of feals, and dwell 
in caverns under the earth, and arc for the 


moft part poor and indigent t thofe, how- t 6 g$ 
ever, who have their habitations farther ***» 
up in the country are mdre fuhftantial 
people, and regale themfelves frequently their richer 
with fat venifon and raw fifh, and when 
they walh themfelves make ufe of their 
own wine. 

In other refpeCts, thefe are a people in 
whom no truft or confidence can well be 
put •, fince they have very little, if any 
notion either of, honefty or honour. 

Their arms are nothing but fling?, but Th,ir,: ' n > 
then they are exceedingly expert and dex- 
trous in the ufe of them, , Fpr feven 
months of the year fuccefliyely the 
ground there is covered with fhow ; not- 
withftanding it is feldom very deep, and 
falls only at the commencement of the 
winter-feafon. ; lt v . . 

Near Kamfatka, there is a gulph, in 
which the inhabitants round about it, 
take a prodigious number of narwhales, 
and divers other animals that frequent 
the fea. , 

As to the frozen Cape, the farther it 

f * - . , A deferip- 

extends ltfelf into the fea, themore.it is tionofeh* 
cut and divided and formed into dijdindt ft0 “ nci| ’ e ' 
iflands. At fome fmall diftance, above * 
Kamfatka, there is a particular paffage* 
where thofe who fifh for the narwhale 
only find their expectations fully anfwcred. 

One part of thofe, who refide in Anadi- 
cfkoi, and Sabatfia, are Xuxians and Koe- 
likians ; and the river, called there Salafia, 
abounds with herrings, fturgeon, and 
what they call Sterbeth and Nebna. 

As you proceed higher up the country, 
you meet with divers houfes, fituate on the 
banks of the river Simaniko, which are 
inhabited by the Coffees, who are under 
the dominion of his Czarian majefty, and 
who collect there the tributes which are 
paid by the Tartars in thofe parts to their 
foverwgn lord and mafter. And as it is 
in that part of Siberia where fhfey take 
the greateft number of fables and lynxes; 
all along the rivers ; fo the inhabitants of 
thofe parts are burthened with heavy’ 
duties in proportion. 

The climate of this country, which the 
Mofcovites call Swecfoinos, or the facred 

t 9 celd« 

Cape, 



CORNELIUS LE B R U N. 


1695 


Mountain* 
of 11c. 


The liver 
J ena, and 
the town of 
jikutlkoi. 


T 4 *ir drcfi 

particu- 

lar. 


Their rtli- 
fion. 


Cape,- is exceffively cold ; and it freezes 
there in that furprizing degree, that the 
iflands of ice there, when driven by the 
winds, form tremendous and lofty moun- 
tains, which have the appearance of folid 
ground. Sometimes, however, thofe hills 
are fcattered and difpofed, by the violence 
of the wind, into numberlefs pieces j but 
then they foon join with others that are 
floating on the waves, by which means 
they are converted into high mountains 
again. This fea, we are credibly inform- 
ed, is fometimes perfectly frozen over for 
two or three years fuccefiively, without 
intermiffion ; a memorable inftance where- 
of was well known from the year 1 694 to 
the year 1697. 

The great river called (r) Lena, rifes 
towards the fouth-wefl, near Baikal-lake, 
which parts Siberia from Dauria. On 
this river is fltuate the town called Jakut- 
flcoi j from whence there are feveral vef- 
fels that fet fail, during thefummer-feafon, 
for the fea-coaft, and the openings of the 
cape of-Sabatfia to Anadielkoi, and to 
Kamfatka, in order to catch narwhales, 
and provide themfelves with a fufficient 
quantity of whale-oil. For this purpofe 
the Tartars in thofe parts make ufe of 
fmall barks, compofed of leather, which 
ttfiSy manage with furprifing dexterity and 
art. The natives of Jakutfkoi, and thofe 
who refide on the banks of the river Amur, 
are diftinguifhed by the names of the 
Jakutes whofc drefs is peculiar to them- 
felves. 

Their coats are cut in fome degree af- 
ter the German fafhion, and made of furs 
of various kinds, and of various colours, 
fewed together, with a white border of 
hind-fkin, about four fingers in breadth } 
thefe coats are open both behind, and on 
each fide ; but they wear no linnen under- 
neath. As to their hair, moil of them 
let it grow to a great length. 

As to their religion, they acknowledge 
a fupreme Being to be in Heaven, who 
bleffes them with life, food and rayment; 
as alfo with wives and children. They 
have an annual fdlival, moreover, at which 


they make their folemn oblations to him 
of Kunis and Arrack. During the time 
this grand feftival lafts, they abftain frOm 
drinking, and kindle up great fires, in 
which they fprinkle their bell liquors*; and 
in this ceremony, thdir whole free-will 
offerings principally eonfift. 

When any of them happens to dye, 
they bury his neareft relation along with 
him ; a cuftom that bears fome affinity to 
that barbarous one of the favage Indians, 
whofc wives are mdifpenfibly obliged to 
accompany their hufbands to .the fatal_ 
pile, and burn along with them under the 
ridiculous notion, that they may never 
be feperated from them in the world to 
come. 

As to their language, it bears a near 
affinity to that ufually fpoken by the 
Mahommedan Tartars, who refide within 
the jurifdiftion of Tobol, and are originally 
natives of Bolgar. They indulge them- 
feVrfcs likewife in polygamy. As to their 
method of travelling, they are fometimes 
drawn by flags in fledges j and fometimes 
again they ride upon them ; and gain 
a vaft compafs of ground in a fliort 
time. 

They are a fort of people, that are na- 
turally brave and couragious, have fome 
tafte of honour, and look upon lying as an 
odious vice, and the certain mark of a 
mean fpirit. Notwithflanding, however, 
thefe notions of generofity, they will fome- 
times be guilty of the moft flagrant out- 
rages and diforders, and fhamefully invade 
their neighbours property, when ever it 
happens, that the governor of Jakutfkoi, 
(under whofe infpeftion and command 
they are) connives at their proceedings, and 
does not call them to account for their 
incurfions, It is true, however, that when 
his eye is upon them, and he keeps them 
under due fubjeftion, they are fubmiffive 
and peaceable enough, and peculiarly 
cautious how they give offence. Nay, it 
muft be allowed, in their favour, that they 
entertain a real affcdlion for him, and 
would be extremely forry for the I06 of 
him. They pretend to be defendants 

from 
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i6g$ from the Mongolians and the Cabmics, 
and to be transplanted to the northwards 
by the Ruffians. 

Their The diftemper to which they are moll 

manner of naturally fubjeft, is the feurvy ; but even 
(curry. that they cure themfelves by eating of raw 
fiffi, and what they call Deughti, which 
is a kind of tar. 

The oof. There is another fort of heathens who 
r;»t ' refidfc in that country, who are difting- 
feSlo uiffied by the name of the Jukogates. 
their dead, Thefc people have a cuftom peculiar to 
themfelves, in refped to . their relations 
~ . when they die. In the firft place, they 

{trip off all their fleffi, §nd when they 
have dried the bones, they decorate them- 
with coral and glafs-beads, of all forts of 
colours. Thus adorned, thefkeleton is 
carried in funeral proceffion all round 
about to their feveral huts, or cabbins, and 
the very fame honours are paid to it as 
they do to their idols. 

The Lenn, The banks of the river Lena abound 

’ with the teeth, and other bones of*thc 
Mammut, which proceed from the moun- 
tains, and fuch grounds as are frozen, all 
along the banks of that river, which are 
frequently torn away by the ice. There 
are feveral ’fine rivers that empty their wa- 
ters into this ; namely, the Wittim, the 
Olekina, and the Maja ; and in the parts 
adjacent, there are black fables, and other 
furs in plenty, and more particularly fuch 
as are grey, a thoufand of which they will 
will fometimes purchafe, in the winter 
feafon, of the Tartars, at fo reafonable a 
rate as three or four rubles. 

The foil of the lands which .are water- 
ed by the river Maja laft mentioned, is very 
rich, and yields a profufion of all kinds of 
grain ; and fo likewife do thofe lands, 
which are fituate near the fpring, or foun- 
tain-head of the Lena ; but more parti- 
cularly thofe of Wergolen, Skelfo, and 
Kirenga, which are remarkably fertile; 
and from hence it is that the inhabitants 
of Jakutlkoi, and the country there all 
found about, furnifh themfelves in plenty 
with all the neceffaries for their fubfift- 
ence : And they have rye in fuch abun- 
dance, that a hundred weight of it may 
be jburchafed for ten pence, or twelve 


pence. Cattle likewife there area* cheap 1695 
in proportion ; but then, indeed, money '****' 
is a very fcarce commodity among fl them. 

The fea-coaft between the two rivers 
of Lena and Jenifia is unnavigable quite as 
far as the rivercalled Taraida, becaufc ’tis 
conftantly full of ice j the country, how- 
ever, between the Taraida and the Jenifia 
is inhabited by the (s) Samoeds, and Tar- 
tar Tungufians, concerning whofe man- 
ner of living, and religion, fufficient has 
been faid already. 

As to the banks of the river Jenifa, Thej<ni. 
whofe fource is to the fouthward of Tar- 
tary, in the country of the Calmucs and 
Kirgiies, they are all inhabited for thfe 
moll part by the Ruffians. There are 
three fine ' rivers, namely the Wergnaja 
Tungufka, the Podkamenna Tungufka, 
and the Nlfnaja Tungufka, which flow 
down hither, and empty their waters in- 
to this river. The banks of thofe three 
laft mentioned rivers are chiefly occupied 
by a kind of favage Tungufians, not 
much unjike the Samoeds ; butthen they 
art for the generality fomewfrat taller, and 
more robuft. They arc a turbulent and 
vexatious fort of people, and take delight * 
in going to war with their neighbours. * 

■When thefe Tartars fet out, with {heir The[r 
bow and arrow in their hands, which arc mannerof 
the only arms they make ufe of, in order the 
to hunt down the Elk, and when they 
have actually fhot him, they purfue hiti^ 
by the tfaft, fonietimes for eight or ten 
days fucceflively, accompanied by their 
wives and children ; and as they never 
take any provifions along with them upon 
thefe expeditions, relying wholly on their 
game, they wear a kind of girth, or bo- 
dice, which they take in an inch, and 
lbcnetimcs two, according as they find 
themfelves oppreffed with hunger. At 
length, when they have overtaken and fe- 
cured the Elk, which they had been fo 
long in purfuit after, they cut his throat ; 
a md fpreading a light tent upon the 
ground,, they never ftir a Hep farther till 
they have eaten him fairly up, all but the 
hones,. Sometimes, indeed, when they 
make thefe excurfions, they take a few 
furs with them, which they fell in thofe 

places 
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1695 places where the Ruffians refide. In this 
country there are great numbers of white 
and brown foxes and fquirrels to be 
met with ; but no fables, or very few. 
The two towns called Tangvilkoi and 
Mungafeja ftand at but a very fmall dif- 
tance from the Jenifia. There they 
deal largely by land in all forts of furs, 


nar- whales, and the teeth of the Mam- 1605 
mut. From thefe two towns they even 
fend out djvers veflels to the mouth of the 
river, and upon theicy-coaft to fifhfor nar- 
whales, and feals, which, if they meet with 
any fuccefs, prove a profitable commodity, 
and an ample recompence for all their la- 
bour. 


(a) Ruflia, orMofcovy fee p. 7. 

( b ) Wolga, or Volga, fee p. 28. n ./. 

(t) Aftracan, fee p. 62. n. 

(d) Calmucs, fee p. 62. n. b. 

(e) Siberia, or Afiatic Ruflia, fee p. 17. n. b. 
(/) Crim-Tartary, fee p. 68. n. dd. 

(g) Tobol, fee p. 148. n. a. 

( b) Oby, the river, fee p. 18. n. e. 

(i) Irtis, the river, fee p. 148. n. e. 

(k) China, fee p. 66. n. t. 


(/) Mongulians, orMogulians, fee p. 158. n. /. 

(«) Jenifia, or Jenifa, fee p. 18. n./. 

(n) Baikal, or Bakal, the lake, fee p. 167. 
n. a. 

( 0 ) Argun, fee p. 66. n. s. 

(p) Amur, or Amour, fee p 18. n. b. 

(j) Perfians, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

(r) Lena, the river, fee p. 18. n.£. 


(j) Samocds* fee p. 17. n. a. 


Occasional Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 

n. c. 


CHAP. XXX. 

The Travels of Mr. Le Brun. continued . His Departure from (a) Aftra- 
can. A Continuation of the Courfe of the River (b) Volga. The 
(t) Cafpian-fea defer ib'd. The Situation of (d) Derbent, and the 
Author s Arrival in (e) Perfia. 


I70 . /~\N the 1 2th of July, we embarked 

at Aftracan, in order to purfue 
our travels, and went from thence to a 
MtT Aftra ' certain place not above three werfts diftant 
from the town, where an elegant dinner 
was prepared for our reception, by the Ar- 
menian merchants. There we amufed our- 
felvesfor about an hour or two, at the found 
of a great variety of inftrumcntalmufic. Af- 
ter we had fufficiently refrefhed ourfelves, 
we took our farewel of ail our friends and 
acquaintance. In our paffage down the ri- 
ver, we had a view of a great number of 
Tartarian huts, or tents, which extended 
a confiderable way up into the country. 
At night we ventured to lay on fhore, as 


we were under the guard of two foldiers, { ^ 
who were fent, at my requeft, by the go- 
vernor, for our greater fecurity. There 
I flept for fome time, without ever fo 
njmch as once thinking of my net to f fe- 
cure me from the flies which arc • very 
troublefome in thofe parts ; but to my 
coft, I found, that I flood in great need of 
it j for I was foon difturbed from my re- 
pofe by their perplexing flings, and could 
reft no more all the night long We con- 
tinned our courfe at the firft dawn of 
day j and found the Ihore not only level, 

•but full of trees. About feven that morn- 
ing, we came in fight of the conventcal- 
led St. John’s, which flood on our ftar- 
D d d board 
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board fide ; and at fome final 1 diftance 
from thence, we could perceive there 
was an illand in the river, in which were 
abundance of birds of divers kinds. About 
eleven we palled by a wear, or place art- 
fully contrived to detain the fifb in, which 
bore the refemblance of a little illand like- 
wife, and diredtly over again ft that de- 
coy, if we may ufe that exprellion, 
there was a body-guard, confiding of 
a confiderable number of foldiers, who 
are planted there to obferve what (hips 
come up the river. This decoy, or wear, 
was farmed by fome of the fubftantial in- 
habitants of (f) Niefna, or Nifna, who 
made it their bufinefs to fait the filh they 
caught, in order to carry it home, and were 
provided with a large velfel there, proper for 
that purpofe. In fome places thereabouts, 
the river runs but narrow, on account of 
the iflands > for it divides itfelf into divers 
branches all around them. At about a 
league diftance from thence wc came io an- 
other wear, which we found encompalTcd 
with reeds ; and after that to another 
body-guard, upon an illand (on which 
there were four fmall hills) about three- 
fcore werfts diftant from the town of Af- 
tracan. Here the river is purpofely 
dammed, or Hopped up, with an open- 
ing, in fome meafure, like one of our 
European fluices, in order to the palling 
and repairing of veflels. About two in the 
afternoon, we fleered our courfe fouth- 
ward, notwithftanding we had failed eaft- 
ward all the time before. At about fix in 
the evening, we had reached within four 
werfts of the Cafpian-fea, which is about 
fourfeore, or fourfeore and ten werfts 
from Aftracan, that is to fay, about 
feventeen German leagues. Here I dis- 
charged both my vcflcl and my foldiers, 
to whom I delivered a letter which I had 
received from the governor. We lay, for 
the firft time, all that night in the Ihip j 
but I took care io remember my net, 
with which I covered myfelf all over ; 
for without it I muft inevitably have 
had fuch another reftlefs night as I had 
before, the flies being exceedingly trouble- 
fome in thefe parts, as I hinted above : 
Nay, their bites or ftings are fometimes 
2 


fo very venomeus, that they prove mor- 
tal. At this time 1 ln.d a hound with me, 
that was fo tortured by -them, that he 
threw himfelf headlong into the river, to 
alfwage the pain j and it was with no 
fmall difficulty I got him out again : 
Upon which 1 took compaffion on him, 
and covered him all over with my net ; 
and after that he llept very contentedly. 

On the 14th in ihe morning, we held 
on our courfe, but very llowly, by the 
a Hi fiance of our oars ; for here the river 
was not only very narrow, but full, of 
reeds. At about one werft from the 
Cafpian-fea, where we made a flop, we 
met with our lighter. However, the 
pilot went on before us, to found upon 
the banks, where he found the water 
not above five palms deep ; but as the 
wind flood at the fouth, they were well 
fitisfied it would not be long before the 
water would rife. At five o’clock he re- 
paired to the fame place again, and found, 
according to his expe&ations, that the 
water had rifen two palms, or there- 
abouts ; fo that as our velicl did not draw 
abundance of water, we were in hopes 
that, by waiting with patience only, 
about two or three hours longer, we 
Ihould be able to get over the lands. 
During this interval, we amufed ourfelves 
with throwing our nets into the river, 
where we catched a confiderable number 
of perch, and a few lobfiers. After our 
fi fifing, I went myfelf on fiiore, in quell: 
of fome game, with my gun on my 
Ihoulder, and took a walk towards the 
fca: But that fcheme was foon fruf- 
trated j - for I was obliged to return in a 
very Ihort time, the way proving verv 
marlhy, and choaked up with reeds. I 
catched, however, in the mean time, 
feveral very beautiful butterflies, which 
were all like vermilion without, and par- 
ti-coloured within. About nine at night, 
the lighteft part of the paflengers baggage 
was carried 00 fhore ; and all the paffen- 
gers themfelves, indeed, went after, ex- 
cept three, who lay in the lighter. When 
we came to the mouth of rhe river, at 
the land, in divers places, ran into it- 
on each fide, we found it to be very 
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ftrait and narrow ; and moreover, that 
there were fcvcral fand -banks at the en- 
trance into the Tea ; thefe, however, were 
diltinguilhed, not by fea-marks, as ufual, 
but by large branches of trees, which lay 
fufficiently confpicuous. We were obli- 
ged, however, at night to come too, for 
fear of cafualties ; but on the fifteenth, at 
the very dawn of day, we drew up our an- 
chor, in order to get over the lands, on 
which notwithllanding we too haflily 
{truck, yet by unlading part of our cargo 
into the lighter, we got a-fioat again, with- 
out any material damage. 

We unhappily, indeed, after that, (truck 
upon them a fecond time, and were under 
an indifpenfable neceffity to make ufe of 
our tender, or lighter, in order to convey, 
not only the goods, but all the palTengers, 
and other people a-lhore : but as the 
wind fat fair for our progrefs, we were 
out at fea, in a (hort time, tho’ encompaffed 
by land on every fide, and by mountains, 
that reared their heads high on the (lar- 
board of us. 

On the fixtcenth pretty early in the 
morning, our lighter came up with both 
•our palTengers and effects, notwithllanding 
we had a large bank of fand dill to tra- 
verfe, and notwithllanding there was a 
large ifland between us and the main fea 
on our larboard- fide. After having coafted 
fome-time along the faid ifland, we reach- 
ed the laft mentioned land-bank, and had 
the misfortune to flrikc once more ; but 
foon got a-float agiin. The water being 
there near a fathom and a half deep, we 
took all our goods out of the tender, as 
well as our people who then were on board 
her ■, and fent her back dircdtly to Aftracan, 
with a letter, which I fent under my 
own hand to the governor of that 

^Tbout noon, we could fee very plainly 
on one fide of us, thofe four mountains, 
which arc diftinguilhed by the (/) Ruffians, 
under the name of Krafna-fattier-boe- 
gre, that is to fay, the four red Mountains, 
the moft diflant point whereof is about 
one- hundred werfls from Aftracan afore- 
faid. We foon loft fight, however, of 
that land ; and as the wind had Ihiftcd 


more fouthward, we (leered our courle 
diredlly fouth-weft ; and the weather at 
that time proved very ferene; but the 
wind foon after chopping about to the 
eallward, we were obliged to call anchor 
in a fathom and half water, or there- 
abouts. 

On the feventeenth in the morning, we 
heaved our anchor, and proceeded on our 
voyage, and bore away to the fouthward, 
the wind at that time blowing brilk at 
north, and the weather being hazy; after 
that, however, as the fun had difpelled the 
clouds, and driven off the little rain that" 
fell, a frefli gale fprang up, which con- 
tinued all the night long, and occafioned 
a great fwell in the fea. As our pilot 
was greatly fatigued, and wanted fome 
reft and rcfrefhment, he entrulled ano- 
ther hand with the helm, who, if I had 
not happened to prevent him, would have 
carried us dire&ly back again to Aftracan j 
for, you mull know, I always carried my 
own compafs along with me, whether by 
fea or land. In the night, the windlhift- 
ing again, and falling all on a fudden, we 
were obliged to drop anchor again in eight 
fathom-water. 

On the eighteenth, wc weighed anchor 
in the morning, and got under fail again, 
notwithllanding it rained pretty fad, and 
a calm enfued ; a breeze, however, foon 
after fpringing up towards the north -weft, 
we lleered our courfe towards the louth. 
As a very brillc gale arofe, not only the 
mariners, but the foldiers, who arc obli- 
ged to help work the veffel whenever oc- 
calion abfolutely requires it, were moft 
grievoully vexed. Amongft the number 
on board, there were about one and twen- 
ty of thofe laft - mentioned occafional 
hands, and about fifty palTengers, moft of 
whom were natives of (g) Armenia. Our 
veffel carried two fmall brafs cannons ; 
and nowithftanding it might be loaded 
without any inconvenience with about 
two hundred and fifty bales : yet in order 
to have room fufficient and to fpare, I re- 
duced them to one hundred and four- 
fcore. 

She had three rudders, one on each fide, 

and 
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and one a-ftern } all which are made ufc 
of at proper times. Thefe vefiels have 
only a main- fail, which, when the wind 
blows fair, they take care to double, info- 
much that they are very improper to ply 
with to the windward ; neither is there 
any contrivance in them for the conveni- 
ence of rowing fhould an occafion offer. 
Our Pilot, however, returned that day in 
the afternoon to the port he had before 
quitted through fatigue as above-hinted ; 
but bearing too clofe upon the wind, 
the veffel came all entire into it, as the fail 
happened to be trimmed $ fo that the crew 
were obliged to hand their fail, as the vef- 
fel never felt her helm ; after that another 
helm was made ufe of to bring her about; 
and then the fail was all fpread again ; 
by which injudicious method of proceeding, 
I plainly perceived, that the hands on board 
were as artlefs mariners as the Greeks. As 
the wind continued blowing from the north, 
we fleered the fame courfe as before ; % and 
notwithftanding wc were advanced a con- 
fiderable way into the fea ; yet I perceived, 
that the water was dill perfectly fweet, and 
fit to drink ; foon after, indeed, it began 
to be more brackifh, and greener by far 
than before ; and befides the waves became 
very fhort. 

Having fleered this courfe all night, 
which proved as light almofl as day, we 
perceived, on the nineteenth in the morn- 
ing, one of the mountains of Perfia, called 
Samgael, to the weflward of us ; and coaft- 
ing it along towards the fouth, at lead a 
whole league from the fhore, we doubled 
our fail about nine o’clock j having not 
only mountains conflantly on one fide of 
us, but fcveral woods, and a fandy beach. 
After having been becalmed for fome time, 
a brilk gale arofe at the north-eafl, and 
we fleered our courfe fouth-eafl, conflant- 
ly coafling it along, in order to double the 
outermoft point of the fharp mountain, dif- 
tinguifhed by the letter (A) in the plate 
annexed. % 

This coaft, even as far as Derbent, is a 
very dangerous one, on account of the 
Samgaelians, who refide in thofe moun- 
tains, and plunder on every fide of them : 


infomuch that there is no fiich thing as 
landing in fafety among them. They are 
Mahommedans by profeflion ; and fecure 
all goods whatever belonging to any fhips, 
without favour or affe<ftion,that are fo un- 
fortunate as to Al ike upon their coaft, and 
think themfelves under no obligation to 
account for them to any other perfon than 
their legal prince. 

At three, the wind veered about at eaft, 
at the very time, that we were upon the 
brink of the hill, in fight of, and within 
the diftance of a league only from Der- 
bent. There we caft anchor, and there it 
was, that I drew the profpedl of the place, 
which the reader will perceive is diftin- 
guifhed by the letter (B.)in the laft-men- 
tioned plate annexed. 

Before night came on we got under fail 
once more j the wind, however, proving 
Hack, we made no great way ; for by 
break of day we were advanced but to a 
fmall diftance from the town, which is fi- 
tuate weftward on the fca-fhore, the cir- 
cumference whereof (as it appeared at leaft 
to me) was but about a league and an 
half. On the fea-fidc, and at the foot of 
the hill, it is ftrongly fenced by a ftone-* 
wall. There are three gates to the town ; 
one whereof is very feldom, if ever opened. 
The citadel ftands contiguous, or adjoin- 
ing to the town : on the right-hand of it 
there is a well, with a fubterraneous fpring, 
the waters whereof frequently rife to a 
confiderable height. The town is well 
fupplied with cannon and fuitable ammu- 
nition j and as it is fituated on an emi- 
nence, it makes, when viewed at a dif- 
tance upon the fea, no inconfiderable 
figure. The much greater part of the 
ftoiies whereof the citadel is compofed are 
about feven palms and an half long, and 
five and an half broad, and artfully enough 
wrought, but in an antique manner. The 
Perfians peremptorily infill, that this 
place was in being in the days even of Alex- 
ander the Great. 

At fome fmall diftance from the town, 
there are no lefs than forty or fifty monu- 
ments, each in length about fifteen palms ; 
but in breadth no more than between two 
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and three : Thefe, however, arc not actual- 
ly creCted. There' are feveral refervoirs 
likewife, a fpacio'us table and feveral ben. 
ches round about it, all of the fame ma- 
terials. 

The hill, whereon the town is ereCted, 
is all one rock, and abounds (as well as the 
town) with fprings of frefti water. Such 
paflengers as were never here before, are 
obliged (by a cuftom, time immemorial) 
to compliment thefailorson their landing, 
with fomc fmall prefent to drink ; which, 
if too obftinately refufed, fo tenacious are 
they of their ancient privilege, that the 
delinquent is pretty feverely ducked for his 
non-compliance. This town, or city, is 
fituateonthe north- weft of (h) Afia, and 
the kingdom of Perfia, on the frontiers of 
(i) Georgia, and Zuiria, between the 
Cafpian-fea, and mount (k) Caucafus ; 
the paflage whereof is extremely nar- 
row. 

The pirates, who are diftinguiftied by 
the name of the Koeraloeks, refided at 
about a day’s journey from the city of 
Derbent ; and the Ruffian (\ ) Coftacs fre- 
quently quit their own country, in order 
to accompany them in a cruife upon the 
Cafpian-fea, where they plunder indiferi- 
minately all they meet with. 

This country borders upon (m) Dagef- 
tan, which is a fmall province of Georgia, 
and Zuiria on the Cafpian-fea before- 
mentioned, and, in extent, not much a- 
bovc forty leagues. It is inhabited by the 
natives of (n) Tartary, who are under the 
jurifdiCtion of their own princes, between 
(a) Mofcovy and Perfia, whofe principal 
towns are (p) Tarku and Andres. Tho’ 
this province is feldom taken notice of in 
our maps j yet it is well known, that it is 
under the government of the four feveral 
princes, hercin-after particularly men- 
tioned : the firft and chief of thefe is dif- 
tinguifhed by the title of Samgael; the 
fecond is ftiled Crim Samgael j the third is 
called Beki ; and the laft Careboedagh 
Bek, that- is to fay, the prince of Careboe- 
dagh. 

The town of Tarku has feveral names ; 
fometimes it is called Tirak, or Tarki, and 


again Targhoe by the Per flans. It lies o- 
pen and is fituate ngainft a mountain on 
the Cafpian-fea, to the caflward of Georgia, 
under the dominion of the Czar, and ata- 
bout three days journey from the town or 
city, called Nifuwaey. 

About noon, as. the wind was then north- 
eaft, we foon loft fight of Deibent, and 
fteered our courfe to the fouth - caft 
Whilft wc were on this coaft, we could 
plainly difeern both hills and trees at a 
great diftance from the ffiore. As the 
wind, however, about an hour afterwards; 
chopped about to the fouth-eaft, we were 
obliged to caft anchor, at about half a 
league diftance from the land, in a place 
where there were plenty of trees on the 
bank-fide. On the twenty-firft, we 
weighed anchor in the morning, and pro- 
ceeded on our voyage, all along the coaft 
and the weather was very fine. About 
eight o’clock, we could difeern Nifawaey- 
paint j and at noon we caft anchor on that 
coaft, in about three fathom and a half 
water; where we met with fix feveral 
vefficls that fet fail from Aftracan fomc 
confiderable time before us. 

About three in the afternoon, I landed 
with all my equipage ; and I had never fet 
foot on Perfian ground before. 

The Cafpian-fea is, in length, about one 
hundred leagues from Aftracan toFcrcha- 
bad, and in breadth, about ninety from 
Chowarafm to the coafts of (q J Circaffia 
or S’nirwan. The paflage from Aftracan 
to Ferchabad aforefaid may be performed 
(without the aid or affiftance of any wind 
whatever) with oars only, within the com- 
pafs of about a fortnight. The waters of 
this fea neither rife nor fall ; and if ever its 
banks arc overflowed, it is wholly owing 
to the wind. Some will infift, that this 
fea is bottomlefs about the middle of it 
arid where it runs before Derbent ; In the 
other parts, however, they frequently, by 
thirty or forty fathom of line, ftrike down 
upon the bottom. Its waters are fait, as 
we have elfewhere obferved, and the frcfli- 
nefs of thofe which roll along the coaft 
is entirely owing to the feveral rivers that 
difeharge themfulvcs into it. As to all o- 
Eee rlicr 
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*793 ther refpe&s, it has not the leaft commu- led, moreover, by the Ruffians, the fea of 
***** nication with any of the other feas ; fince Gualenfkoi, or that of Gevalienfke ; by 
it is encompafted all round about, not the Georgians, Sgwaj and Soof by the 
only with lands, but high mountains natives of Armenia, 
likewife. The Ruffians and the Mahommedans, 

that fXn. It is almoft impoflible to conceive what are the principal perfons that navigate this 

numb^'rTe^ a numbcr of rivers empty their waters into f ea : notwithftauding his Czarian majefty 
* thisfea. Some peremptorily aflert, that they has fent feveral veflets under the convoy 
amount to one hundred at leaft if not more; of one captain Meyer to Aftracan with no 
the principal whereof are the (q) Volga, other view; yet the merchants for the ge- 
the Cirus, and the (c) Araxes, or Arras ; nerality prefer the ordinary Ruffian veflcls, 
the two laft whereof unite their ftreams, for the tranfportation of their refj'eftive 
. v before they flow to the'Cafpian, and then effects from one place to another, becaufc 
empty themfelvcs into it both together, the latter are not near fo liable to take 
bringing the waters of divers other rivers watcr . The others, it is true, if that was 
along with them ; and thofe particularly - not the objection, would be much more 
of the Buftrouw, the Akiay , the Koi-fu, commodious for their purpofe ; and if due 

the Kiftlofein, the Laik, the Sems, the care was but taken, would perform the 

Nios, the (j) Oxus, theArxantes, or Tana- voyage as foon again, 

is, and divers others too tedious to men- There is another defeft likewife that 

itt various tl0n ‘ . . thefe labour under; and that is, they are 

Ramci. Formely fome people diftinguiflied not near fo flat-bottomed as the common 
this fea by the name of Hyrcania ; and o- veffels, and therefore are incapable of reach- 
thers by that of Bachu. The Perfians ing fo near the coafts of Perfia and Nifa- 

fometimes call tt the fea of Kolfum, and waey, where the others are frequently o- 

fometimes again that of Aftracan ; it is cal- bliged to lie all the winter.feafon. 


Occafmal Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 


(a) Aftracan, fee p. 62. n. r. 

( 1 ) Volga, or Wolga, the river, fee p. 28. 

n ./. 

(t) Cafpian-fea, fee p. 66 . n, q. 

(d) Derbent, eaft long. 51. lat. 41. 15. a 
city ofDaghiftan, in Afia, fituate on the wef- 
tern coaft of the Cafpian-fea. fubielt to 
Ruffia. 

(e) Perfia, fee p. 64, n. 0, 

(f) Niefna, or Nifna, fee p. 61. n. /. 

(g) Armenia, confifts of the modern Turco^ 
mania, and part of Perfia, having Georgia on 
the north ; Curdiftan, the antient Affyria, on 
the fouth $ and Natolia, or the lefler Afia,' on 
the weft. 

(b) Afia, fee p. 127. n. x. 

(>) Georgia, fee p. 107. n. d. 

(k) Caucafus, a chain of mountains, which 


run from the Idler Afia, through the north of 
Perfia to Eaft India, which obtain different 
names from the feveral countries they pafs 
through. 

( 7 ) Coffacs, fee p. 156. n. t. 

(«) Dagheftan, a country of Afia, bounded 
by Circaflia on the north ; by the Cafpian-fta on 
the eaft ; by Churvetn, a province of Perfia, on 
the fouth ; and by Georgia on the weft ; 0^ 
which the chief towns are Tarkuand Derbent ; 
but the generality of the natives live in tents, 
wandering from place to place ; and tho’ they 
are but a fmall ftate, the country being 
mountainous, and of difficult accefs, none of 
the neighbouring powers have been able to fob- 
due them. When they find themfelvcs hard 
preffed at any time by one power, they put 
themfelvcs under the protection of another; 
as lately, when they were attacked otfrthe fide of 
Perfia by Kouli Kan, they called ih the Ruf- 
fians, and fo well-defended themfelves, with a 
little afiiftance given them under-hand, that 
Kouli Kan was obliged to retire, having laft 
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part of his army in their mountains. The 
towns of Tarku and Darbent, on the Cafpian 
fea, are ufually in the pofleflion of the Ruf- 
fians. 

(n) Tartary, fee p. 18. n. i. 

(e) Mofcoyy, or Ruflia, fee p. 7. n. c. 

(p) Tarku, fee p. 66. n. p. 

(q) Circaflia, is fituate between 40 and 50 
degrees of eaft longitude, and between 45 and 
50 degrees of north latitude, bounded by Ruf- 
fia on the north ; by Aftracan and the Cafpian 
fea on the eaft •, by Daghiftan on the fouth ; 
and by the river Don, and the Palus Meotis, 
on the weft. The Circadian Tartars are a 
kind of Republic, but fometimes put them- 
felves under the protection of Pcrfia, and fome- 
times of Ruflia, or the Turks. They live in 
tents molt commonly, rambling from place to 


place with their flocks and herds. Their coun- 
try is now mod taken notice of for its beautiful 
children, from whence, and the neighbouring 
country of Georgia, the feraglios of Turkey 
and Perfia, are ufually fupplied with boys and 
young virgins. 

(r) Arraxes, or Arras, a river which rifes 
in Georgia, and running fouth-eaft, joins the 
river Kur, or Cyrus, the united llream dif- 
charging itfelf into the Cafpian fea, between 
the province of Shirvan and Adcrbeitzan in 
Pcrfia. 

(j) Oxu', a river, which rifes in the moun- 
tains on the north of India, and running* 
north-weft through Ufbcc Tartary, afterwards 
feparates Perfia from Uibec Tartary, and falls 
into the Cafpian-fea, in 44 degrees of north 
latitude. Some late maps cany it to a lake, 
fituate eaft of the Cafpian fea. 


CHAP. XXXI. 

A fhort Account of the Situation of the Country , called Nifawaey. A 
violent Storm arifes : as alfo % a flocking and tremendous Dujl. The 
Author s Arrival at Samaftii. 


T HERE is not one Angle village, 
nay, not fo much as a houfe to 
be feen on the coaft of Nifawaey, which 
lies low ; infomuch, that whenever any 
foreigners land thereon, they are forced 
either to pitch their tents hard by, as 
cotnmodioufly as they can, or elfe travel 
farther up the country, as they fee mod 
convenient, and according to the time 
they propofe to refide in thofe parts. The 
natives of ( a ) Arabia frequently bring 
here both camels and horfes, in order to 
meet with ftrangers, and conduct them to 
Samafhi j and as when we arrived, there 
happened to be feveral veflels in the port, 
there was a great number of us that were 
glad of their afliftance. 

On the twenty fecond, early in the 
morning, we threw out our nets into a 
itnall river that empties its waters into the 
fea, at the diftance of about half a league 
from thence, by two apertures i and not- 


mithftanding it fometimes abounds with 
fifh of various kinds, at that time, it did 
not in the leaft anfwer our expectations * 
for what we caught proved very trifling. 
This river is diftinguiflied by the name of 
Nifawaey, from whence the country 
derives its name. Its fource, or fountain- 
head, arifes in the mountains. 

On the twenty third, five of th$ veflels 
there, as the wind blowed at Ibuth eaft, 
fet fail for (£) Aftracan. Several mer- 
chants, who were natives of (c) Arme- 
nia, embarked with their refpedtive ef- 
fects on board of thofe veflels ; and for 
my own part, I embraced the favourable 
opportunity of paying my refpeCts, by 
way of letters, to feveral of my moft 
intimate and valued acquaintance, both 
there, and in the city of (<i) Mofcow. 

The perfons who are generally employ- 
ed in the conveying away of all fuch 
wares and commodities as arc brought by 
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Aiipping to this coaft, are either Ara- 
bians, or natives of (e) Turky; who, 
during the fummer-feafon, refide in tents 
upon the coafts; but when the winter is 
far advanced, they remove their ftation to 
fome villages, which lie at fome confide- 
rable diftance from them. 

Several camels which were heavily 
laden with effeds, and fcveral merchants, 
who were natives of (f) Ruffia, and gen- 
tlemen who had travelled with us from 
Mofcow to Aftracan, went away from 
hence on the twenty-fourth. 

On the fame day, an Arabian, had 
been robbed of his horfe, and fome rice 
that he was carrying to market, by three 
free-booters : upon his giving notice there- 
of they were immediately purfued indeed, by 
ten or a dozen perfons, but their attempt to 
overtake them, proved altogether fruitlefs 
and ineffectual. 

About noon, a violent ftorm arofe, 
which drove fuch a terrible duft between 
the Beach and the Downs, that there fras 
no fuch thing as having any place to fly to 
for (hcltcr from their joint fury. Not- 
withstanding we had a tent, indeed, mode- 
rately large, which was fupported by two 
very fubftantial poles, and drove deep into 
the ground ; yet I quitted that port, and 
repaired to the fca-fide, where the duft 
was not troublefome, on account of the 
fand there being fomewhat wet. To con- 
fefs ingenuoufly, I was under no fmall ap- 
prehenfions, that the wind would blow 
our tent away •, and as I feared, fo the 
thing in reality happened ; and inftead of 
fheltering ourfelves in it, we were glad to 
make ufe of it another way. We threw it 
therefore all over our goods and baggage, and 
fixed it down to the ground as fa ft as pof- 
fible. And as the air was almoft darken- 
ed by the thick cloud of fand that hover- 
ed over our heads, each of us ufed our 
bed endeavours to find out the mod com- 
modious {helter we could, without refped 
of perfons. Some of us crept behind a 
fhattered veffel, that unhappily had dif- 
fered fliipwrcck not long before; and others 
got into her; which was a moft melan- 


cholly and deplorable fight. This violent 1703 
ftorm never abated till night came on, at 
which time, we got up our tent once 
more ; for as all our bales lay deep in the * 
find, it was with no fmall toil and trou- 
ble, that we recovered them. 

On the twenty fifth, fome particular 
merchants, who had been refident on the 
coaft for near a fortnight, fet out from 
hence, for Samafhi, as the weather pro- 
ved very fine and favou rable ; as for our 
parts, however, we were forced to tarry 
behind ; for it was not in our power to 
ftir a ftep, till we had been vifited by a 
cuftom-houfe officer, -to whom we were 
to pay the ufual duties, which amounted 
to forty fix pence per bale, each weighing 
about four hundred pounds, the cuftoma- 
ry load of one horfe. 

That very day, as violent a ftorm as 
the former rofe on a fudden ; and the dorm, 
wind blew with that impetuofity, that it 
was as much as we could do to ftand up- 
pon our legs againft it ; it drove us no lefs 
than thre£ hundred paces from the fea, 
to one fide of the Downs, where we fpent 
the night. Whilft we were here, wc 
fell in with the crew of a vcflel which . 
belonged to his Czarian majefty, and had 
taken {belter from the tenopeft under fome 
huts. Amongft thefe mariners there were 
two, who were natives of (#) Germany, 
and one a ( h ) Swediffi prifoner, who 
made me a prefent of two birds, called by 
the Ruffians, Karawayekes, which bear fome 
near refemblance to young Herons > with 
this difference only, that their plumage 
is either a very dark grey, or a deep 
purple. 

As thefe gentlemen were fo good as to 
vifit «me every day, they brought me, 
moreover, a white crane, which was very 
large and exceedingly beautiful. 

The ftorip continued all that whole 
night long and the cuftom-houfe- officer 
who arrived on the twenty-fixth, and after 
he had made a fatisfadory fearch, gave us 
leave to depart. The very next day, we 
fet out with above an hundred camels, 
ten horfe and three affes. As we kept 
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1703 travelling along the fea-fide, we plainly 
perceived, that the (bores were in full as 
fluttered a condition, as the place where we 
had laboured under the inconveniencies a- 
bove-related. We traverfed the four ri- 
vers, called Samoetfia; Balballa , Buboela- 
et(ha, and Mordwa, and fo proceeded on 
our journey to the fouthward. On this 
iliore, there are numbers of large animals, 
with fmall heads, which the inhabitants 
there call fea-dogs, or feals, fome of which 
are as big as a moderate horfe ; and their 
fkins are of confiderable value, as they are 
an admirable covering for trunks or fea- 
chcfts. In the feafon for the copulation of 
thefe animals, there are thoufands to be 
met with on the (hores of Nifawaey. Af- 
ter we had travelled for about four leagues, 
we repofed ourfelves in a plain, at fome 
diftance from the downs, and about half 
a league only diflant from the village called 
Mordow, which is inhabited by the Arabs, 
whofe cabbins, or huts, are compofed 
chiefly of mud, and make as poor a figure 
as thofe of the (i) Tartars, which we have 
already deferibed. The term Mordow 
fignifies a marfii, or fen ; and this village, 

• indeed, is exceedingly wet and dirty on ac- 
count of the waters that roll down upon 
it from the mountains. It is owing, how- 
ever, to thofe floods of water, that the vil- 
lage abounds in rice, and in a great variety 
of birds; 

On the twenty-eighth, wc purfued our 
journey all along the fea-fide, and travelled 
no lefs. than fix leagues. When we had 
advanced thus far,' we turned away from 
the fea, haying the high mountains of (k) 
Perfla at a fmall diftance before us. There 
we met with afpring, of fountain of water, 
and fome few petty villages, confiding of 
a fmall- nurhber of forry mud-cabbins, or 
huts, inhabited (as they call them here) by 
the Moors, or Turks. 

As the weather was perfedtly calm and 
ferene, thofe mountains and plains (truck 
the eye very agreeably, and had a fine effedt. 
The (l) Cafpian-fea, in thefe parts afford 
but very little, if any fifh at all. They 
have here, however, a kind of carp, the 
goodnefs of which is not greatly to be 
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boafled of; as alfo, a kind of herring, 
which is as worthlefs as the former. 

On the twenty-ninth, we moved on- 
wards, and in about an hour’s time, enter- 
ed the mountains, which are very lofty in- 
deed, but extremely naked, full of rocks, 
and (carce a tree to be feen. Even in the 
plains, there are an abundance of pebbles. 
When we had traverfed the high and rocky 
mountains of Barma, about nine in the 
morning, we halted at a flat hill, which 
was furrounded .by divers others much 
more lofty, and in a deep valley, we 
met with a brook of exceedingly fine 
water. 

There I (hot a bird, that was motley 
coloured, black, grey, and white, which 
from the tip of one wing to another was 
near a fathom in extent. It was, it feems, 
a bird of prey, there called by the name of 
aTjallagan, and bears no final! rcfemblance 
to a faulcon. Though he was good 
fos* little clfe, I plucked fome exceed- 
ing good quills for writing from both 
wings. 

As the weather continued fair, though 
the wind, indeed, was fome what of the 
higheft, we proceeded on our journey to- 
wards the fouth, and pafled by feveral cab- 
bins, or huts, that were eredted at the foot, 
on the declivity, and even on the fummits 
of fome mountains, which were inhabited 
by the Arabs; great numbers of whom, 
together with their wives and cattle, are to 
be met with in thefe parts. 

A.s the roads here arc frequently infefted 
by free- hooters, all travellers are indilpen- 
' fably obliged to be upon their guard, and 
peculiarly cautious how they venture to re- 
pofe themfelves to reft. At propy dis- 
tances of time, wc fired off fome fmall 
arms, in order to intimate to all intended 
invaders, that we were prepared to receive 
them : however, notwithftanding this 
teftimony of our being upon the watch; 
one of thefe plunderers had the aflurance 
to come, and adt, as a (py, to reconnoitre 
our fituation ; but a found drubbing-bout 
was the immediate confcqucnce of his im- 
pudence and prefumption. 

At midnight we began to move again ; 
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1.793 and in lefs than an hour’s time we got a- 
.yvy mongft a parcel of hills which were all 
covered with trees. By break of day, we 
came to a narrow paflage, which was fo 
deep, that we thought it mqft advifeable 
to difmount, and each man to lead his 
horfe by the bridle. 

As foon as we were got down upon the 
The river plain, wc traverfed, more than once, the 

AtaUfuti. fiver, called Atfdafiaei, that is the paternal, 
or principal river, which empties its waters 
into the Cafpian-fea. On the top of one 
. of the mountains we 'met with a large 

'pond, which was full of water, and round 
about it, we found a great variety of birds ; 
fome fmall and others of a confxderable 
fize. After that, wc came to a fpring, 
the water whereof was as clear as cryftal, 
and rifes from a hill, and from thence 
forms a little canal. This was one branch 
of that river which we bad croffed twice 
the day before ; as there had been a re- 
markable drought, however, for <two 
years laft part ,we now forded it the third 
time. 

About eight o’clock, we faw a fpacious 
ftone caravanferai, or place of publick re- 
ception, lie on the left of us all in ruins } 
with a burial-ground contiguous to it, 
where were feveral monuments, or tombs j 
fome of Arabians, and others of Turks. 
Wh^n we had got at fome fmall diftance 
from thefe ruins, we halted by a brook- 
fide, on a plain, about four leagues from a 
fmall village called Raffarat, where fome 
pf the Arabs had pitched their tents ; but 
the place was fo incapable of fupplying 
tiswitb even common neccffarics, that we 
were obliged to fend to another place, no 
lefs than at a league diftance, for proper 
refrcfhments. 

At about two in the morning, we ad- 
vanced forwards once more ; now afeend- 
ing high hills, and then again defending 
them, and traverfed a river, called by the 
rhr Ary Turks Orotfa, that is to fay, the dry river ; 
r oZ(,‘ M ant * lt ro'gh 1 very properly, indeed, be fp 
called ; for at that time, it was perfectly 
dry, and full of pebbles. It is the fame 
however, (as we were informed) during 
the winter-feafon, as well as in the fum- 
mcr. At about break of day, we heard 


feveral pheafants whirring upon the hills •, 1703 
which abound likewife with hares, as well 
as fprings of water. We halted, on the 
laft day of the month, in a large plain, full 
of ftones, and encompaffed with rocks. 

Where we happily met with ten tents, or 
cabbins of the Arabs, who furnifhed us 
with a large quantity of milk, frefh butter, 
eggs, and fome water that was moderately 
iweet. Here wc killed one of the beft 
fheep, which we had brought with us from 
Aftracan, and regaled ourfclves in a more 
plentiful manner than we had done before 
for fome time. 

At two in the morning, we fet forwards 
again, in the midft of feveral very rocky 
mountains ; and at dawn of day, we found 
ourfelves at but a very fmall diftance from 
the fpring called Borbeelagh ; and all a- 
round this water feveral Arabians had 
pitched their tents ; but in a fpot, that 
,was perfectly burnt up by the intenfe heat 
of the fun, and the droughts confequent 
thereupon. This was upon the firft day of 
Auguft, and we got but three leagues for- 
wards, though we travelled all the day 
Jong, it being impoffible, in fultry weather, 
to drive camels above four or five leagues* 
at moft in the compafs of four and twenty 
hours j befides, it is abfolutely requifite, 
that the caravans fhould halt at fuch pla- 
ces, where there was any water to be pro- 
cured. This fpring of Borbeelagh is fitu- 
ate about three leagues from the town cal- 
led Samachi ; and as there is no wood to 
be met with ,pn the mountains, the inha- 
bitants are obliged to make ufe of camels- 
dung, like the (m) Egyptians for their 
fewel. 

About two in the morning, we proceed- 
ded on our journey, and croffed the river, The river 
called Sahaplhai, where, inftead of water as " ll l d ?“ 

t r 1 » nanlhai. 

we expected, We found nothing but peb- 
bles. However, as we advanced nearer to 
Samachi, we paffed by feveral gardens, that 
produced great ftore of fruit. 

No fooner were wc in fight of the town, 
but we were flopped by the cuftom-houfe- 
pfficers, in order to their counting the 
number of our qmels, which was foon 
done, and then we were permitted to enter 
the town. This was on the fecond day 

of 
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J703 of Auguft, and that night we took up our fomely entertained by one of their mcr- 

****** lodgings at the Caravanferai belonging to chants, 

the Armenians, where we were very hand- 


Occajional Remarks on the -preceding Chapter . 


(a) Arabia, a country of Alia, having Tur- 
ky on the north j and Perfia and the gulph of 
Perfia on the eaft j the Indian- ocean on the 
fouth •, and the Red-fea and Ifthmus of Suez 
on the weft ; a country of very great extent, 
divided amongft many Arabian princes and 
ftates, moll of them Jiving in tents, and wander- 
ing fiom place to place to find pafture and 
water for their cattle, moft of the country be- 
ing a barren defert, without water, or vege- 
tables in many places. 

The impoftor Mahomet was a native of this 
country, and made the Arabs his firft profclytes, 
who, within forty years after his death, fubdued 
great part of Afia, Africa, and Europe, and 
cftablilhed their religion wherever they came. 
Arabia is fituate between thirty five and fixty 
degrees of eaft long, and between eleven and 
thirty degrees of north lat. the three grand 
divifions whereof are 1. Arabia Felix, 2. Ara- 
bia Defcrta, and 3. Arabia Petrea. 

(b) Aftracan, fee p. 62. n. i. 

• (c) Armenia, fee p. 198. n. g. 

(d) Mofcow, fee p. 23. n. c. 

(e) Turky is a very extenfive empire, 
comprehending fome of the richeft countries 
in Europe, Afia, and Africa. 

In Europe, the Turks are pofiTeircd of Ro- 
mania, Bulgaria, Scrvia, and Bofnia, Ragufa, 
Wallachia, Moldavia, Beflarabia, Budziac, and 
Oczakow Tartary, Crim and Little Tartary, 
with Albania, Epirus, Macedonia, Theffaly, 
and all the ancient Greece, with its numerous 
ifiands in the Archipelago. 

In Afia they poffefs Chaldea, now Eyraca, 
Arabic Mcfopottmia, now Diarbeck, part of 
Aflyria, now Curdifttn, Armenia, now Turco- 
mania, part of Georgia, Mingrelia, and Cir- 
caflia, part of Arabia, Syria, Paleftine, Natolia, 
or Afia Minor. 

In Africa they pofiefs Egypt. 

Thus happily fituated in the center of our 
continent, and the moft fruitful countries, they 
could not fail of acquiring the trade, as well as 
the empire of the whole world, if thefe glorious 
advantages were not loft by the indolence and 
aftivity of the Turks, and the dertruftive 


maxims they are governed by. They feldom 
fail to diftant countries, or vifit nations of a 
different faith, but the merchandize of the reft 
of the world is carried to them in foreign bot- 
toms i and in the fame manner, the produce and 
manufactures of Turky are exported. 

They reap bqt little advantage by their 
commerce with Chriftendom, but what they 
get by the duties of import and export •, and 
their home-trade is carried on chiefly by their 
Chriftian, or Jewilh fubjedto. 

The Turks are above applying themfelves 
to any thing of this kind •, traffic and mechani- 
cal employments are left to be managed by the 
delpifed Chriftians, who contribute much more, 
by their labour and induftry, to the fupport of 
that empire, than the Turks themfelves, which 
may be one reafon why their government in- 
dulges them in the free exerc.fe of their re- 
ligion. And, indeed, there feenis to be more 
Chriftians in the Turkiffi empire than Maho- 
metans, efpecially in their European territories, 
who have this happinefs, alfo, that they are 
never preffed, or forced into their armies, but 
left to follow their feveral occupations, while 
the Turkiffi gentlemen take the honour of de- 
fending their country, and making foreign con- 
quefts, entirely on themfelves. 

The goods imported from Turky, are raw 
filks, carpets, goats-hair, mohair-yarn, goats- 
wool, cotton-wool, and yarn, dimmities, bu'r- 
detts, chagrin-fkins, cordovants, blue, red, and 
yellow, coffee, rhubarb, turpentine, opinm, 
gum-fenega, terra lemnia, china-root, and a- 
bundance of other drugs, wine, oil, figs, raifins, 
dates, almonds, piftachio-nuts, allum, vitriol, 
box-wood, bees-wax, and Saffron, See. 

The Grand Seignior, or emperor of the 
Turks, is abfolute, and his throne hereditary i 
at leaft it is confined to one family for though 
the Janizaries, who arc his guards, frequently 
depofe their fovereign, when he happens to 
prove unl’uccefsful, or his adminiftration does 
not pleafe them, they ufually advance his near- 
eft relation to the throne. And though the 
Grand Signior cxercifes an unlimited authority 
over the inhabitants of the Seraglio, and his 
bafias and officers, as well as over his Chriftian 
fubjedts ; yet the Turkiffi gentlemen, who have 
no places, or dependance on the court, enjoy 
their liberties and properties as much, as if they 

lived 


203 



THE TRAVELS OF 


iyP3 lived under a limited monarchy, if not more \ 
for they pay no taxes to the government : and 
ihould the Grand Signior attempt to tax them 
or change their cuftoms, he would run the ha- 
zard of being depofed. 

His Baffas, governors, and officers of date* ‘ 
and even the Janizaries, and other inhabitants 
of the Seraglio, are all the children of Chriftiari 
-parents, taken in war, or purchafed, arid who 
have probably been baptized, and educated by 
the Turks in the Mahometan religion j fo that, 
in reality, the Turkiffi empire is govern- 
ed (under the Grand Signior) by the children of 
Chriftians. , 

The Turks have always very numerous 
armies on Foot*, but their chief dependance 
is on their Janizaries, who have been bred in the 
Seraglio, and exercifed In military difcipline 
from their infancy, of whom there are 25,000 
in attual pay. There may be, probably, in 
the empire one hundred thoufiwd that bear 
the name of Janizaries, but thefe are not en- 
rolled with the others •, the Serdar in every pro- 
vince, who has the command of the Janizaries 
in it, frequently abufes his office, and will take 
any man into that body, who delires to pttf- 
chafe the privilege of committing outrages 
with impunity, and fkreen himfelffromjuftice; 
for a Janizary is accountable to none but 
his own officers, whatever violence he com- 
mits. 

The Spahis, or bed Turkilh horfemen, are 
bred up in martial fexercifes, as the Janizaries 
are, and are a very formidable body j befides 
which, there are great bodies of forces in every 
province, which conftitute their numerous 
armies. But their multitudes are frequently 
the occafion of their defeat, charging in too 
much confufion •, though the Baffa Bonneval, 
it is faid, has prevailed on fome of their troops 
to fubmit to French difcipline, of which they 
made great advantage in their laft German 
war, recovering a great extent of country 
which they had loft, fouth of the Danube. 

Their naval forces are not fo confiderable 
as might be expe&ed in fuch extenfive domi- 
nions, fituatc on feveral feas, and abounding 
in commodious harbours •, but their negleft of 
navigation and foreign commerce is the true 
reafon why they can never find failors to man 
a great fleet, if they fhould ever build one. 

The Grand Signior’s revenues arife by 
cuftoms and other duties on merchandize ; by 
a capitation tax on the Chriftians in his domi- 
nions j by the fums paid by the tributary prin- 
ces, and the prefents made by all his officers, 
and minifters on their advancement, and in 


their adminiftration. Nothing, however, I 7°3 
brings in more than the confifcation of the 
eftates of all his Baffas, governors, officer?, and 
great men, when they die, or difpleafe him •, 
when they have plundered provinces, and amaf- 
fed vaft heaps of treafure, the Grand Signior is 
heir to it all, and only allows the family a mo- 
derate maintenance out of it, tho’ their anceftor 
has deferved never fo well j the fons, or relations 
are very feldom advanced, or continued in any 
poft under the government. 

(f) Ruflla, or Mofcovy, fee p. 7. n. c. 

(g) Germany is fituate between five and 
nineteen deg. of eaft long, and between forty - 
five and fifty-five degrees of north lat. bounded 
by the German ocean, Denmark and the Bal- 
tic-fea on the north •, by Poland and Hungary 
(if we include Bohemia) on the eaft-, by Switzer- 
land and the Alps, which feparate it from Italy, 
on the fouth ; and by the dominions of France 
and the Netherlands on the weft •, from which it 
is feparated by the three following rivers •, viz. 
the Rhine, Mofclle and Maes. 

It is divided into ten circles, three whereof 
lie on the north -, viz. (1) the circle of Upper 
Saxony, (2) the circle of Lower Saxony, and 
(3) the circle of Weftphalia. 

Three on the fouth •, viz. (4) the circle of 
Auftria, (5) the circle of Bavaria, and (6) the 
circle of Suabia. 

Three about the middle-, viz. (7) the circle 
of Franconia, (8) the circle of the Upper 
Rhine, (9) the circle of the lower Rhine. 

(10) The circle of Burgundy, or Belgium, 
which confided of the dutchy of Burgundy and 
the feventeen provinces of the Netherlands; 
but the laft have long been detached from the 
empire. 

There are in Germany upwards of 300 
fovereign princes and dates •, moft of them 
arbitrary in their refpeftive territories. 1. The 
emperor. 2. the 9 clerftors. 3. The ecclefiaftical 
princes, confiding of archbiftiops, bilhops, 
abbots andabbeffes. 4. Secular princes confiding 
of dukes, marquiffes, counts, landgraves, earls 
and barons. 5, Free cities, which are either 
imperial, or hans-towns. The imperial cities 
are fovereign ftates, and fend their deputies, or 
reprefentatives to the general diets, or parlia- 
ments of the empire. The hans-towns are alfo 
fovereign ftates, not different from the other 
imperial cities at prefent, but were about two 
hundred years ago, allied, or confederated for 
their mutual defence, and the proteflion of 
their trade, and at firft confided only of the 

great 
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1703 great fea-port towns on the German ocean, or 
the Baltic-fea, and near the mouths of their 
great rivers, but afte rwards they took in many 
inland cities into their alliance, monopolized 
mod of the trade of Europe, and were a molt 
formidable maritime power. 

Germany is generally a level country towards 
the north and eaft, confiding of a barren fand, 
or marfh ; on the fouth, it is encumbered with 
the mountains of the Alps ; but in the middle 
of the country there is a variety of hills, vallies, 
fruitful fields, and meadows*, efpecially along 
the banks of their great rivers, the Danube, 
Rhine, &c. Abundance of fine cities, cadles, 
and. palaces, adorn it *, and it is much more 
popuous than France. 

Charlemain, the fon of Pepin, king of France, 
laid the foundation of the German empire, in 
the year 800, being then fovereign of Italy, 
and great part of Spain and the fouth of Ger- 
many as well as France ; the empire being af- 
terwards divided amongd the poderity of 
Charlemain, the fovereign of Germany and 
Italy, only retained the title of emperor, 
the' princes of the empire being then his 
vaffals. 

The imperial crown was hereditary for three 
hundred years after Charlemain, when the 
pope, to lefifen the imperial authority and ad- 
vance his own, incited the German princes 
to alter theconditution, and render the imperial 
crown eledive. And during the druggies be- 
tween the emperor and the pope for luperiority, 
feveral fovereign dates and principalities were 
erefted in Italy and Germany, which claimed an 
independency on either. 

The emperors, after the hereditary line was 
broke, were at fird deded by the body of the 
people, which occafioning fome confufion, the 
nobility and great officers of date excluded the 
common -people from their (hare in the cledion, 
and chofe the emperor themfelves, and the 
number of cledors was at length reduced to 
ieven, viz. the archbifliop of Mentz, Triers, 
and Cologn, the king of Bohemia, the duke of 
Saxony, the Palfgrave, or prince palatine of the 
Rhine, and the Marquis of Brandenburg *, 
to whom the dukes of Bavaria and Ilanover 
have been fince added. 

But notwithftanding the imperial dignity was 
ckdive, the Audrian family found means to 
continue it in that houfc for 300 years, till, for 
want of male illue of the houfc of Auftria, 
the elector of Bavaria was chofen emperor, in 
the year 17421 who, contending for the heredi- 
tary dominions of the houfc of Auftria, brought 
himfelf into great difficulties, ruined his native 


country of Bavaria, ; and after a rtiort and trou* 1 7 ° 3 
blefome reign, died in his own capital on, the 
ninth day of January in the year 1745. 

The emperor is, now chofen by the nine 
eledors on a demife, unlefs the king of the 
Romans hath been chofen in the preceding 
reign, and then he fucceeds of courfe. 

The emperor is the fountain of honour in 
Germany, and difpofes of aimed all places and 
honours, civil and military, except thole that 
are herefiraiy; as the great chancellor, the 
treafurer, &c. which are rather honourary, than 
lucrative pods. 

By the golden bull* the perfon eJeded em- 
peror ought to be a Chridian prince of German 
cxtra&ion, and 28 years of age, and is obliged 
to fign a capitulation, which the cledors pre- 
fent him, before ht is inftalied; by which hepre- 
mifts that he will maintain the rights and privileges 
of the «*ledors, princes, and dates of the empire; 
that he will not alienate the lands or revenues 
of the crown 5 and that he will not introduce 
Foreign foices, or cm ploy foreigners inhisfervice. 

The emperor’s ordinary revenue arifes from 
the crown-lands, fines, forfeitures, and confis- 
cations, and he is hei; -general to all the princes 
and nobility of the empire, that have no heirs 
male. 

There is alfo a tax called Roman months, 
to which all the princts and dates contribute a 
certain proportion for the lupport of the govern- 
ment *, and all extraordinary taxes arc railed, and 
forces for the defence of the empire maintain- 
ed, by the feveral eledors, princes, and dates, 
at their own expence ; or by taxes raifed by the 
diet, or general aflembiy of the electors, prince?, 
ana dates of die empire. 

They are well able to raife and pay 500,000 
men, and were they unanimous, would be an 
over- match for France by land *, but this fcarce 
ever happens. The French, when they enter 
into war with Germany, ever corrupt fome of 
the princes of the empire, and bring them over 
to their party ; or incite the Turk, or Swede, 
to make a diverfion in their favour. 

The diet, or parliament of the empire, con- 
fids of the emperor, the nine electors, the eccle- 
fiadical and fecular princes of the empire, and 
the deputies of the towns, who conditute the 
legiflature, to whofe laws all the princes and 
dates are fubject ; but yet every elector, prince, 
and date, are fovereigns in their refpective ter- 
ritories, where the diet, or the fupreme courts 
of judicature do not interpofe ; for there are 
two fuch councils ; one called, the AuJic coun- 
cil, the other, the Chamber of Triers; each 
confiding of fifty members of the fird qua- 
lity; fome, appointed by the emperor; 0- 
G g thers, 
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iyoj thers, by the ele&orai, and the reft, by the ft* 
***** veral circle*. 

The emperor’* revenues, as emperor, are 
not very great > but, then he is at no charge 
in the adminift ration of the government, or 
maintaining forces. Thefe are provided for 
by the empire. And the Andrian emperors 
had very confiderable revenues, from their 
hereditary countries ; which, with the difpo- 
fal of all places of profit, gave them fuch 
an influence, that they were able to keep the 
pofleflion of the imperial throne for three hun- 
dred years, and might have kept it much lon- 
ger, if there had not beqi a defect of male 
ifTue. 

The Germans are much divided in their o- 
pinions of religion ; the principal fects are 
thole of the Papids, the Lutherans, and Cal- 
vinifts ; there are alfo, Independents, Anabap- 
tifts, Quakers, and Chriftians of every other 
Denomination ; and a multitude of Jews, in 
all their great Towns. 

The emperor**!* always a Roman Catho- 
lic *, Saxony, and Brandenburg, are mod of 
them Lutherans, but fome Calvinids ; Bavaria 
and Audria are Catholics} the Palatinate*,, and 
the upper and lower Rhine, are a mixture of 
all denominations } the imperial cities are mod 
of them Lutherans, and fome Calvinids the 
two lad hate and perfecute one another, more 
than they do the Papids. At the treaty of 
Munder, or Wedphalia, in the year 1648, 
the protedants were not only tolerated, but put 
on the fame footing with the papids, in their re- 
flective territories. But from the reformation, 
till that time, they were almod always at war, 
and fome hundred thoufands of Chridians 
butchered in the quarrel. 

When the Protedant religion was edablifh- 
by that treaty, feveral archbifhopricks and ab- 
bies were fecularized, converted into duchies, 
or lay-fees, and applied to the fupport of 
the government, with the revenues of ail church 
lands. 

The protedant clergy of Germany, have 
neither glebe, or tythes, but depend on the 
bounty of their refpective governments for 
their fupport. Indead of bifhops, the Lu- 


therans have fuperintendants } and the Cal- 1703 
vinid churches are governed by their prefby- vnr** 
ters, or parifh-prieds, and elders, whu are all 
equal, and claim no fuperioricy over any of 
their brethren. 

Germany produces, corn, wine, oil, Iheep ; 
black cattle, and an excellent breed of horfes, 
fit for the coach, or army, and with thefe 
the French ufually remount their cavalry. The 
country alfo produces great quantities of flax 
and hemp, and they have abundance of good 
timber; nor Ihould their bacon, beer, and 
mum, be forgot; they have alfo mines of 
iron, copper, and filver, lead, fait, coal, 
vitriol, quick-filver, nitre, ocre, and fulphur*, 
and fome of the bed medicinal fprings and 
baths in Europe ; as at Pyrmont, Baden, Aix- 
la-Chapelle, &c. They have alfo plenty of 
deer, filh, and fowl ; and their orchards are 
full of the bed fruits. 

The people are excellent mechanics, and 
chymids ; the invention of printing, and gun- 
powder, is generally aferibed to them ; 
clocks, watches, locks, fwords, and fire-arms, 
they have alfo brought to great perfe&ion ; 
and they have, in a manner, monopolized the 
manufacture of tin-plates, or white iron. They 
are reckoned good artids at painting and en- 
graving, and are excellent engineers. 

They carry on their foreign trade, by the 
rivers Rhine, Elbe, Oder, Wefcr, and the 
Baltic-fea; particularly, from the ports oft 
Hamburgh, Lubeck, Bremen, Stetin, See. 
and by land, with Italy, Switzerland, France, 
and Holland ; they export a good deal of lin- 
nen, particularly to England ; and what we 
call Dutch toys, come from hence; provi- 
fions, and confequently labour, is very cheap, 
or it could never turn to account, to employ 
their hands in fuch trifles. 

(b) Sweden, fee p. 68, n. kk. 

(1) Tartary, fee p, 18. n. 1. 

( 4 ) Perfia, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

( l ) Cafpian Sea, fee p. 66. n. f 

(m) Egypt, fee p. 33. n, *. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Public Rejoicings on Account of the Khan, or Governor of Samachi’s 
Reception of a rich Royal Veftment from the King, his Mafter. A 
Defcription of the City of Samachi, aud a particular Account of the 
Ruins of a Jpacious Fortrefs y formerly ereSted on the Mountain of 

Kata-Kuluftahan. J 


A rich roy- /'"'VN our arrival at Samachi, we were 
£ n v * ft a ™* nt Vy informed, that the Khan, orgover- 

81* Khin° nor l ^ at c,t y» 3 uft received a rich 
cf samachi royal vedment, as a mark, or tedimony, 
joicingt of his indulgent mailer's favour and ef- 
ihenupon. teem , w hi c h joyful occafion, he had 

ordered great public rejoicings to be made, 
and continued for four days fucceffive- 

iy- 

Provisont When we fird arrived at this place, the 
iw, weather was fo excemvely hot, as no rain 
had happened to fall for the two or three 
years then laft pad, there was a kind of 
dearth, or a great fcarcity at lead of all 
manner of provifxons. A iingle loaf, at 
that time fold for ten-pence, which, for 
’near a hundred years before, had never 
been valued at above the price of two- 
pence. All the other neceffaries of life 
were as dear in proportion, and a fowl, 
which ufually before was fold in market 
for three half-pence, could not then be 
. purchafed under fix-pence, or five-pence at 

the lowed. 

All goods, or commodities, of what na- 
ture or kind foever, that palled through 
this city were dri&ly opened and exami- 
ned; and feveral cudom-houfe- officers 
made it their condant practice to vifit the 
caravanferai, where they have a commo- 
dious apartment for that purpofe. They 
demand, it is true, no fee for their vifita- 
tion ; but the paffenger pays fifty- pence 
for every camel's load ; whereas formerly 
» florin only was demanded. This how- 
ever, relates only to fuch merchandize? 
as are imported to ( a ) Pcrfia ; and as the 
carriage is for the mod part by horfes, 
the bales are obliged to be diminished one 


half at lead; a horfe-load amounts to no 
more than four hundred weight at mod ;. 
whereas that of a camel would fome- 
times be between eight and nine hun- 
dred. 

On the fifth inflant, the Khan, or 
governor, repaired, by eight in the morning, cavalcade of 
to a garden, at near a quarter of a league's ™ 
didance from the city, in order to drefs , c,f,on be * 
nimlelr, and make his public appearance ,ioned * 
in the rich royal robes he had received 
as «a mark of diftindtion from his matter 
as above-mentioned. As there had been 
great preparations made for the carrying 
this public rejoicing into execution, I went 
with feveral others of my friends and ac- 
quaintance to have a fight of that folemn 
proceflion. In the fird place, a great 
number of perfons on horfe- back moved 
forwards, with ten camels after them, 
each decorated with two little fcarlet 
flandards, one to the right, and the other to 
the left-fide. On fix of thefe lad beads 
were kettle-drums, that is, in the Perfian 
language, Tambalpaes, four of which 
were of a larger fize than common, and 
pointed at the bottom, which a drummer, 
who rode on one of the other camels, druck 
from time to time, as he faw mod con- 
venient. At proper intervals, four trum- 
peters dopt on the road- fide to found their 
Karamas, or what we call their trumpets, 
which are exceedingly long, and wide at 
the bottom ; the mufic whereof, as they 
call it, was, at lead in my ears, very dis- 
agreeable, and perfect difeord. At fonie 
didance from thefe, marched fouf haut- 
boys, or as they call them, Karana-na- 
fiers. The camels were likewife fucceed- 

ed 
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1703 ed by twenty mufqueteers, all in different 
dreflesj fome in green, fome putpK 
and others grey ; and after thefc appeared, 
fix of the Khan’s, or Governor’s domef- 
tick fervants; .and after them, their ma- 
iler himfelf, mounted on a fine chcfnut- 
horfe, caparifon’d in a very rich and ele- 
gant manner. This nobleman, who was 
dreffed in a Ihort kind of mantle, and 
with a large turban on his head, after 
the Perfian fafhion, was followed by four 
eunuchs ; fome tawny, and others, indeed, 
perfeftly black; all riejily dred, and well 
mounted. After thefe came feveral of the 
' moll confiderable magiftrates of the city, 
with divers others, on horfe-back ; after 
them appeared nine led fumpter-horfes be- 
longing to the Khan, all richly caparifo- 
ned ; with each a fmall drum affixed to 
the right-fide of the faddle. Mod of thofe 
gentlemen, who were perfons of didinc- 
tion, had little drums likewife, which 
they ftruck occafionally with their fingers. 
The greatell part of them, like that of .the 
Khan’s, were made of filver. There were, 
moreover, befides all thefe, a great number 
of foldiers ranged in order all along the 
garden on the right-hand towards the 
mountains, each of whom had a feather 
in his cap ; and, in Ihort, two horfes, on 
which were two men, who were covered 
all over from head to foot, with a kind of 
gown, which was quilted, and wrought in 
a great variety of colours, reprefenting 
monkeys. And as they had been well 
broke, and made familiar with the antic 
tricks and vagaries of that particular crea- 
ture, they at trailed the eyes of all the 
numerous fpeilators upon them, and kept 
at the didance of twenty paces at lead one 
from another, each with attendaet >mufi- 
cians near them. As foon as they had 
reached the garden before- mentioned, the 
Khan, and the other illudrious perfonages 
who accompanied him, difmounted at the 
fore-gate ; which was very fpacious and 
built with done. There he inveded him- 
felf with the royal robe, and in about half 
an hour afterwards remounted, and return- 
ed to # thc town in the fame order as he 
went out of it. This veftment was of a 


confiderable length, and of gold brocade ; 
and his bead was then adorned with a gol- 
den cap, in the form of a crown. This ca- 
valcade was attended by a great number of 
menial fervants likewife on hoi (e-back, 
who rode and pranced about on each fide 
of the proceflion ; fome with a hooking- 
bottle, or kaljan, as they call it, in then- 
right hand, for the ufc of their madcrj 
which bottles are compofcd of glafs, cm- 
bellifhed with either gold or filver at top, 
and are exceedingly neat and pretty ; o- 
thers of them carried a fmall pot of fire, at 
the pummel of their faddles, for their maf- 
ter to light their pipes with ; upon this fo- 
lemn occafion, however, there was no 
tobacco fmoked. 

Several of thefe perfonages of didinftion 
amufed themfelves on the road, with dart- 
ing the ayner, as they call it, which is a 
kind of cane. Thoufimds had ran out of 
the city in order to be fpetdators of this 
grand cavalcade ; fome on horfe-back, but 
more on foot; a fight, which druck the 
eye, indeed, agreeably enough, on account 
of the variety of objects: others again 
flocked to fee the (how, from the adjacent 
villages, with which the country here a-, 
bounds, from the tents of the (b) Ara- 
bians, and from the gardens that lie on all 
fides. The Khan, before he inverted him- 
felf with the royal robes, covered his head 
with the gold cap, or crown, juft before- 
mentioned, which was decorated with a great 
number of jewels, or precious dones, clofed 
at top, and carried at a fmall di dance be- 
fore him on horfe-back. This cap, as they 
would infinuate, reprefents the arms of the 
prophet Ali, who, when living, wore much 
fuch another. When the Khan had put 
on his robes, he uncovered his head again, 
which was carried before him as he went 
back, as well as it was at the time of his 
coming. This proceffion took up at lead 
two hours. 
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In the evening fome rain fell, which 
continued f&lling, without intermiffion, till 
noon the next day. This accident made 
the road fo exceedingly bad, that it was 
with fome difficulty the horfes got for- 
ward j it was fine weather, however, from 

the 
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the feventh to the tenth day of the month* 
In which time, there was an earthquake 
generally felt throughout the city ; and (fro! 
it did no greater damage, as it happenfedj 
yet it terrified fevcral of the inhabitants to 
that degree, that they fled from their 
houfes for fear of their falling, and lay out 
in the open fields. 

On the eleventh inftant, I drew a view, 
or profpedt of the city from a hill, which 
was fituate to the fouthward, and from 
whence it makes the moft advantageous 
figure, as tlie reader may perceive in the 
plate (No. 38.) annexed. 

The city is confiderabfy longer than it 
is broad ; and as it has no mofehs, towers, 
or pompous edifices to boaft of, I have on- 
ly diftinguilhed the Khan’s palace by the 
capital letter (A) the Caravanfera of ( c ) 
Circaflia, which ftands on the eaft fide of 
the town, by the letter (B) and a hill, 
whereon are the ruins of an ancient fortrefs 
by the letter (C ) This hill lies to the' 
north -weft of the city, and we fhall have 
occafion to fpeak more amply of it in ano- 
ther place j as alfo of another, which lies 
on one fide of it, and is confiderably high- 
er. The city ftands on the declivity of a' 
hill ; is a league, or thereabouts in circum- 
ference ; and all open, the walls having 
unfortunately been thrown down by an 
earthquake about five and thirty years be- 
fore we came to view it. Though there 
are no fuperb edifices to be met with in the 
city, yet there are fevcral mofehs j but 
then, as they are very fmall as well as low, 
they can make no con fpicuous figure; nay, 
they are not feen at all at any confiderable 
diftance from the town. Thefe mofehs, 
they diftinguifh by the name ofNfu-zejits. 
T wo of them in particular have fmall domes 
into which they enter by a court. They 
have no decorations within, but a place 
eretted in a circular form, and full of feats. 
The houfes in this city are very irregularly 
built, part with ftone, and part with earth ; 
are flat at top, and make a poor, mean fi- 
gure without ; and fo remarkably low, that 
a tall man may reach the roof of one of 
them by extending his arm to its full ftretch. 
Moft of them, notwithftanding this their 
contemptible out -fide, are neat enough 


within ; and are adorned with carpets, arid 1703 
other things of the like n&tdre. .'The 
walls are well; plaiftered, arid cxceedin^y 
white, w|th fome ftreaks of various cor 
lours. Some of them, indeed* .are two 
ftories high, and raifed at top, 

Tho’ that of the Khan, or Governor, TheRtwr. 
ftands on a rifing-ground ; yet it makes ho ' lfe ‘ 
no great figure on the out-fide. In this ci- 
ty are likewife to be feen the ruins of a 
confiderable fpacious mofeh, to which there 
were two or three domes belonging, and 
which feem to have formerly made a hand- 
fome appearance. This building is a ftone 
one, and well compa&ed together, the 
moft antient, and the moft worthy of no- 
tice in the whole city, where are likewife 
divers other ruins to be met with here and 
there. At the foot of the hill, where the 
Khan keeps his court, there is a fpacious 
market-place, where they fell all forts of The m , f . 
provifions; but fruits, in greater plenty ke, ‘ ,lacc ‘ 
than any other commodity whatfoever. 

Thopgh this is the diftrid, or quarter pe- 
culiarly appropriated to thofe who are pro- 
fefled braziers ; yet ftill there are divers o- 
ther rfiops, and more particularly cook- 
fhops where all forts of provifions are to be 
purchafed ready dreft. At one end of this 
market-place are the bazars, which are Theb»x«r* 
full of ftiops likewife; fome for gold- 
fmiths, fome for fadlers ; others for /hoe- 
makers, and the like. Some of thefe (hops 
are covered with ftone, and others with 
wood ; and compofe divers ftreets. There 
you have coffee-houfes, and there are the 
caravanferas, but thefe have no profpett of 
the ftreets, and you enter into them through 
a great door. There are twenty or more 
of them, whereof thofe that belong to the 
natives of (d) India are the fineft of all, 
and built with ftone ; and are, moreover, 
three or four and twenty feet in heighth. 

That which we refided in was quadran- 
gular, and had forty rooms on the lower 
floor. Thefe are the places where they 
fell the moft valuable kinds of merchan- 
dize ; for there are no great (hops in the 
bazars for the fale of any commodity what- 
foever. This city is known and diftin- 
guWhed by feveral names ; fome call it Sa- 
machi, fome Sumathia, and the Perfians 
themfelves call it Schamachi. It ftands in 
H h about 
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3703 about forty degrees and fifty minutes of 
northern latitude, and is the capital of the 
province of ! 8hirwan, or Servan, which is 
part of theantient (e) Media, to the north- 
north-weft of Perfia j to the weft ward Of 
the province of {f) Gilan, and to the north- 
ward of that of Irak, and extends full as 
far as to the frontiers of (g) Hyrcania. This 
city, which is about four and twenty 
leagues from the (b) Cafpian fea, was firft 
built by a certain king whofe name was 
Shirwan Shah. The paflage over the 
mountains has fo many turnings and wind- 
ings, that we fpent no lefs than four and 
twenty hours in getting over them, and 
were fix days in the performance of our 
whole journey with camels, notwithftand- 
ing it may be done in three with horfes. 
From hence to (i) Derbent, if you go o- 
ver the mountains called Lahati, is much 
about forty leagues. 

The extent The Khan adts as a fovereign in this ci- 

Khan j j u . ty, and has only a kind of burgo-mafter 

tiMiflion. un( j cr hi m> who i s ca u c d there a Kalenfaer, 
and is inverted with no power or authori- 
ty ; for his whole bufinefs confifts in pre- 
paring a lift of fuch fubfidies as the coun- 
try are indifpenfibly obliged to fupply the 
Khan with, who keeps in his palace, a 
kind of court of equity, and proper coun- 
fellors to attend it} as alfo an arfenal, which 
is provided with proper ammunition and 
divers pieces of cannon, two whereof are 
planted at the entrance to it, and are feve- 
ral times difeharged on all folemn fefti- 
vals, and other days of public rejoicings. He 
has, moreover, a body of horfe confifting of 
no lefs than five hundred men, three hun- 
dred of whom ferve him likewife in the 
capacity of foot-guards, and conftantly at- 
tend him, whenever he makes his public 
appearance, or takes the royal diverfion of 
hunting. 

a d faip. The Khan, who was in the fixth year 

of his per- of his reign (if we may be allowed to call it 
fo) as to his perfon, is well fet, a man of 
a graceful prefence, though fomewhat too 
flender, and his muftachoes rather too 
long. He is diftinguilhed there by the 
ittme df Allerwedikhan, and bears the ad- 
ditional title of Beglerbeg, or the Khan of 
Khans. He is a native (k) of Georgia, and a 


chriftian by profeffion 5 fome years before ^ 7 ^ 
he was inverted with this high port, he aft - 
ed in the capacity of a gentleman of the 
bed-chamber to the king of Perfia, to 
whom his father made a prefent of him in 
his infancy, as is a cuftomary pra&ice a- 
mongft the Georgians. He is a defeendant, 
as we were informed, of the antient fami- 
ly of the Borgodians, who flourilhed fome 
years before the nativity of our blefled Sa- 
viour, and were at that time Jews by pro- 
fefiion. 

The government of Samachi is one of the His exten- 
moft confiderable throughout the whole fl '' c powcr ‘ 
kingdom of Perfia, and its Khans, or go- 
vernors, amafs immenfe riches with more 
expedition, as well as more eafe, than thofe 
who are poffefled of any other public 
ports j and the principal reafon is, becaufe 
they levy fuch large fubfidies on the coun- 
try all round about them, and more parti- 
cularly on Gilan, which abounds with filk, 
cotton, and faffron. 

As to the foil of Samachi and the parts Tht f „ : , gf 
adjacent, it is exceedingly fertile, and pro- • 
duces excellent wine, both white and red } 
the former whereof is fo prodigioufly 
ftrong and heady, that there is no fuch^ 
thing as drinking it, till ’tis qualified with a 
fmall quantity of water. It abounds like- 
wife with a great variety of fruits, fuch as 
apples and pears; and towards Georgia, 
they are plentifully fupplied with a parti- 
cular fpecies of a chefiiut, the flavour 
whereof is exceedingly delicious. In ftiort, 
there is nothing wanting there but a greater 
number of inhabitants, to cultivate the 
lands. 

Here are as fine horfes as any country 
can boaft of, and as fine cattle. All provi- 
fions likewife are to be procured here in 
plenty. Their meat in general is very 
fine, and they have abundance, not only of 
common poultry, but of all forts of game, 
as well of the fur as of the feather ; and all 
exceedingly cheap, efpecially during the 
winter feafon. And as to their bread, ’tis 
as good as any I ever tailed. 

The town of Baku, (the port whereof Afinep ., rt , 
is an exceeding fine one) has within thefe 
few years been ftrongly fortified by the 
Perfians, who took the advantage of the 

mif- 
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mifcondud of one captain Meyer, of whom 
mention has been made in the courfe 
of thefe travels more than once. That 
commander injudicioufly thought fit to 
demand a free entrance into that port for 
all fuch fhips and vefTels as fhould belong 
to his Czarian majefty, which alarmed the 
Pcrfians to that degree, and filled them 
with fuch a jealous notion of his future in- 
tentions, that they came to an immediate 
refolution to fortify the place, and be pre- 
pared for his reception, in cafe of a fecond 
vifit. 

As the natives of (l ) Mofcovy, or Ruf- 
fia, had (for time immemorial) been in- 
dulged with a free admifiion into that 
port, the captain was advifed by his belt 
friends to avoid taking fuch an unguarded 
ftep ; but their wife admonitions, it feems, 
had not the leaf! influence over him. 

It had been an eafy matter, long before 
this, had it not been for this ad of impru- 
dence in that obflinate and headflrong 
commander, to have feized it, and indeed 
the whole country, even as far as the Kur 
and the Araxes, and fecured it by timely 
fortifications, with only a very fmall body 
of men, as, in the fequel of this narrative, 
’{hall more fully and at large appear ; for 
the inhabitants at that time were altoge- 
ther incapable of making the leaft oppofi- 
tion ; and had fuch prudent meafures been 
taken, they would have proved veryadvan- 
tageous to his Czarian majefty. 

This city of Baku is fituated in the 
weftern part of Perfia, in the country cal- 
led Shirwan, upon the Cafpian fea ; and 
its antient walls are ftill Handing. There 
is no better nut-oil to be met with 
throughout the whole world, than what 
the inhabitants have here and in the parts 
adjacent. There is two forts of it, indeed ; 
one brown, and the other white; the 
former is exported to Gilan, and a hundred 
leagues beyond it into Perfia; and the 
latter is carried almoft to every nation. I 
have been very credibly informed, that at 
the diftancc only of two or three leagues 
from this place, the land is inceflantly hot, 
and ever burning, which is occafioned by 
the vaft quantity of falt-petre with which 
it is impregnated ; that at the diftance of 


fifty leagues from the city of Samachi, 1703 
there is another called Ganfie, which is 
four times larger than that, and full of 
fine, ftone-buildings, though for the moft 
part, indeed, but two ftories high ; that 
the ftreets there are very handfome and 
fpacious ; that their bazars, and caravanfe- 
ras are exceedingly large; and that the 
palace where the governor refidcs is very 
grand and magnificent ; that a fine river 
runs quite through the heart of the city ; 
and that they abound with fine gardens 
and orchards ; that their wines are exceed- 
ingly well-flavoured ; that they have fruits* 
of all forts, and fena, cyprefles and pines 
in abundance : in ftiort, that this city may, 
without the leaft partiality or injuftice, be 
deemed one of the moft confiderable pla- 
ces throughout the whole Perfian empire. 

This account I had confirmed to me not 
only by an ecclefiaftic, a native of (m) 

France, who refides there ; but by fome 
Georgians likewife, who allured me, that 
in their country, now called Gurgiflan, 
there are divers rivers, to which moft fo- unknown 
reigners are perfed ftrangers ; fuch for in- 
fiance, as the Allafan, which runs acrofs 
the province Ghaget ; the Legwic, whofc 
waters roll along one fide of the city called 
Cori, or Gorri ; the Kifanni, which runs 
near a large mofeh, called Schetta ; the 
Simma, whofe fpring or fountain-head is 
in (n) Turcomania, near the city called 
Angheltfka ; and the Iorri, that rifes from 
the mountain, called Serikjes; the waters 
of all which empty themfelves into the 
Kur ; befides a confiderable number of 0- 
thers, which are not diftinguifhed by any 
particular name, or title whatfoever. 

In a word, as I was very ambitious of 
gratifying my curiofity with refped to the 
antiquities of the once celebrated (0 ) Me- 
dia, I repaired, on the thirteenth of Auguft, 
to the mountain, called Kala-kuluftahan, mmoun . 
which Hands about half a league to the tam of K *‘ 

. , 0 la-kulu/U* 

north-weft of this city. At the foot of 
this mountain I halted for a while, to take 
a furvey, not only of the remains of the 
wall, but of the towers likewife of a very 
antient fort there. Some of the round 
towers, indeed, are ftill in a tolerable con- 
dition, and entire enough. There are 

fome 



21 * 


. 17°3 

. W -/— 1 


Flatc 39. 


THE T1AVELS OF 


fome foundations alfo at a confidcrablc dif*- 
tancc from t^c ruins pf the wail, ftill to be 
fcen on the declivity pf the hill toward* 
the right-hand, between very large ftone*, 
which appear, as one gpes down, above the 
ground. Towards the top, there were 0- 
thers on the left-hand, near the tower, and 
one upon the very fummit of the hill, 
larger than all the reft. In No. 39 on the 
plate hereto annexed, the reader will have 
a perfect view of it. After this, I feram- 
bled, by degrees, up the hill, though not 
without fome danger as well as difficulty 1 
and was feveral times obliged to defift for 
a while. After I had reached the fum- 
mit, I perceived a fubterraneous cavern, 
or vault, where people defeend about feven 
or eight paces to the fouth, by a large ar- 
cade of fmootb, maffy ftones, and fuch as 
are well-jointed ; but at prefent it is funk, 
and full of rubbifli. Over againft this, to- 
wards the north>eaft, there is another ar- 
cade. This laft is whole and entires and 
the aperture, or mouth ofit, ftrikes the fftart 
with horror, when one looks down it ; 
on account of its prodigious depth between 
the hills that encompafs it 3 neither is there, 
on that fide, which is inacceffible, the lcaft 
wall, or fence. Thefc two arcades, by 
which people go down into this fubterra- 
ncous cavern, are diftant from each other 
about four and forty paces, or fomewhat 
better. When one has once got down in- 
to the vault, there is a paffage on the right- 
hand which is both fhort and narrow, and 
in which there is a kind of window, which 
looks upon the rock of this mountain, fi- 
ver againft this paffage, there is another, 
but fhorter than that, becaufe this laft 
place, which lies to the eaft, is at the ve- 
ry extremity of the mountain. When we 
go to the weftern fide, we turn to the left, 
under an arcade, much in the nature of a 
gate-way, but fo very low, that the fhorteft 
man muft ftoop to get into a ftnall apart- 
ment, from whence you move forwards to 
a fecond, much like the firft, through a 
narrow alley, and from thence again into a 
third. All three of them, indeed, are 
well-vaulted. The wall, from whence 
thefe vaults, or caverns, fprang, is, at 
the entrance, only five feet thick, but then 
as one goes farther on, it is eight at leafr. 
And thefe three diftintt apartments are di- 
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vided by fmall paffages, one from the o'* 
ther. In the laft it was fo very dark, that 
I durft not venture to proceed any farther, 
cfpecially as I had but one companion along 
with me, and as the way to the laft, I 
found, was full of rubbiib. However, I 
conjectured, and I believe not without 
juft grounds, that moft ‘ of thefe apart- 
ments, or caverns, ran through the moun- 
tain to the weft and north-weft, where it 
is of the greateft extent. I obferved, more- 
over, that the walls of the vaults of thofe 
feveral paffages, which are flat, were of 
the fame breadth as the paffages, and that 
at each end, they refted upon the walls ; 
and that all the ftones there were cement- 
ed, and joined well enough together; tho* 
not in fo accurate and complete a manner, 
as thofe of the antient ftru&ures, efpecially 
thofe at Rome (f>) who were remarkably 
curious in that important article ; and this 
is very vifible even in their public ways, 
and more remarkably fo than ordinary, in 
what is at this day remaining of that at (q) 
Naples, diftinguiflied by the name of the 
Appian way. (r) Egypt likewife affords 
us another inftance of the delicacy of the 
antients in this particular, in the only one, 
of the feven wonders of the world, which 
is now fubfifting ; I mean, the inner paf- 
fages, by which people go up to the famous 
pyramids of that country ; whereof I was 
the firft who gave a particular defeription 
of them in my former travels. Thefe ftones, 
which are of a prodigious bulk, are fo art- 
fully cemented, or knit together, that the 
joints are not at all difcernable, unlefs by 
a very curious eye 5 befides they are as fine- 
‘ ly polifhed as the moft tranfparent looking- 
glafs. Thofe, however, of which I am 
at prefent fpeaking, are abundantly more 
inaccurate and artlefs. 

When I came away from thefc fobter- 
raneous caverns, I took the exadl dimen- 
fions of the breadth of the hill, at the top ; 
and. where it was narrowed, I found it fif- 
ty paces only, but exactly fourfcorc to the 
north-weft. There is a great well towards 
the middle of the mountain ; but, not- 
withftanding my innate fondnefs for no- 
velties, I durft not approach near enough 
to look down the fide on’t, for fear of 
falling into it ; for, to all outward appear- 
ance, the attempt might have proved of 
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1703 fatal confcquence. There was no other 
aperture, or opening, as I could find, be- 
fides this. The towers, with which the 
walls of the building upon the hall are 
flanked, even in thofe places where they 
(land neareft, are between threefcore and 
ten- and fourfeore paces diftant one from 
the other. This wall extends itfelf conli- 
derably lower, down about the mountain 
towards the caft ; where ’tis half a league 
at leaft in length, to the bed of my know- 
ledge and belief. We got down with 
much more eafe than we climbed up; 
becaufe, as we came back, we found out 
the right way. As we were going down, 
we faw the ruins of divers very fpacious 
apartments between the wall below and the 
fortrefs above that was perfe&ly dcmolifli- 
ed, the ftones whereof appeared only a 
fmall matter above the furface of the 
ground; there is no forming, however, 
any adequate idea of the bulk of the ftruc- 
ture, but by the arcades above-mentioned. 
When, as we were returning, we ar- 
rived at the firft wall, I drew the view 
Kate 40. (No. 40.) in the P late hcret0 anneX ' 


ed, not far diftant from a tower, that 1703 
is tolerably whole, though near abundance 
of other ruins. Some hiftorians have made 
the following remark, viz. that thefa 
ruins were a mixture of wood and ftone ; 
but I found no fuch thing there ; and I 
am fully convinced, that the ftones in thofe 
ruins are joined together with nothing 
more than cement. Tho’ this fortrels, ac- 
cording to tradition, was thus ruined and 
demoliftied by Tamerlane the Great ; yet, 
by the beft information that 1 could pro- 
cure, I cannot find any juft grounds for giv- 
ing credit to the trpth of fo precarious a 
ftory. As we were on our return from 
the mountain to the town, we faw a Turk ' 
dancing upon a rope in an open field, who 
had a vaft number of fpedators round a- 
bout him. Thofe who flood neareft to 
him gave what they thought proper to 
one of his companions, who was his col- 
lector in ordinary, whilft he amufed the 
croud to the beft of his abilities ; but he 
appeared to us to be no great equilibrift, or 
an^ddept in his profeflion. 


Occafmal Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(<j) Perfia, fee p. 6 4. n. a. 

(£) Arabians, or Arabs, fee p. 203. n; a. 

(f)Circaflia, fee p. 199. n. q. 

(tf) India (proper) the country firft fo denomi- 
nated is fituate between 66 and 92 degrees of 
eaft long, and between 7 and 40 degrees of 
north, lat. being bounded by Ufbec 1 artary, 
and Thibet on the north ; by another part of 
Thibet, the kingdoms of Afem, Ava, and Pe- 
gu, on theeaft ;the bay of Bengal, and the Indian 
ocean on the fouth, and by the fame ocean, and 
Perfia on the weft; being about 200 miles in 
length, from north to fouth, and 1 500 miles 
in breadth from eaft to weft, where broadeft, 
though the fouthem part of the peninfula is not 
500 miles broad ; all the countries within thefe 
limits being now fubjeft or tributary to the 
Great Mogul. It is frequently called Indoftan, 
a name fuppofed to be derived from the river 
Indus, on it? weftern frontiers. It is alfo called 
Mogulftan, from the imperial family now up- 
on the throne, who derive their pedigree from 
Tamerlane, a Mogul, or Mogul Tartar, It 


was the emperor Aurengzebe, who made acon- 
queft/of Golconda, Vifiapour, and all the louth- 
ern kingdoms of India, about the year 1685. 

The Europeans had very little intercourfe 
with India, till the year 1498, when the Por- 
tugueze difeovered the way thither by fea, round 
tht Cape of Good Hope, and they enjoyed 
that traffic without a rival till the year 1600, 
when the Englilh and Dutch put in for a fhare 
of it •, and thefe three nations have had their 
forts and factories on the continent of India ever 
fince ; but the Dutch have driven both the 0- 
ther from the fpice-ifiands, and monopolized 
that trade thefe hundred years pall. 

The produce of the continent of India, and 
what the Europeans import from thence, is 
chiefly chints, tallicoes, muffins, fome filk and 
pepper, and diamonds, which are purchafed by 
mod nations with filver ; but the Dutch fre- 
quently barter fpices tor them, which makes 
the India trade doubly advantageous to them. 

The northern part of India is a temperate, 
healthful climate ; the fouthern countries are too 
hot, efpecially when the hot wind blows in A- 
pril and May ; but they arc rcfrelhed with 
v . . • breezes 
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1703 breezes from the fea conftantly about noon*, 
for in the night, and early in the morning, the 
wind fets off the fliore, and blow* on the Ihore 
the reft of the day. The periodical rains vifit 
them in June, and continue till October, which 
it the feafon for planting and fowing their Jands 
towards the fouth, where they have fcarce any 
other grain but rice. In the northern countries, 
they have good wheat, and almoft all manner 
of grain * and in one port or other of the Mo* 
gul’s dominions, every thing is produced that 
can make life defirable, except liberty; for 
though the fubjefts that are at a diftance from 
court live as eafily as under moft monarchies, 
yet the Mogul is an abfolute prince, and can 
command their lives and fortunes at pleafure. 

The Blacks inhabit the fouthern part of In* 
’ dia, and are a people but lately conquered ; the 
complexion of thole in the northern provinces 
15 either white, or an olive ; thefe are the go- 
verning part of the nation, and of the Maho- 
metan religion ; the reft arc Pagans, and wor- 
Ihip idols of various Ihapes ; fome very monf- 
trous, part human, and part beaft or fiih ; and 
there is fcarce any living animal but what they 
adore, particularly the ox and the monkey. 

The Mogul’s forces are computed to amount to 
300,000 horfe; fome have called them a million ; 
befides the forces of the Rajas, or tributary prin- 
ces, who are obliged to attend the Mogul with 
their refpeftive troops. In the fair feafon, the 
Mogul ufually takes the field, and makes a tour 
about part of his dominions; and all manner of 
tradefmen, merchants and mechanics, follow the 
caipp, infomuch that there are fcarce any per* 
foos left in the great towns : there are markets 
of all kinds in the camp, as in the beft regulat- 
ed towns ; and when the time of the rains ap- 
proaches, they return into the towns again. 

The Mogul’s annual revenue is computed to 
amount to between 40 and 50 millions fterling, 
arifing by the produce of the foil, (of which he 
i* proprietor, as well as fovereign, and every 
one isobliged to pay fuch a rent as is required 
by hiscomtniflaries) by duties and cuftoms on 
merchandize; by forfeitures and efeheats; being 
heir to ail his great officers, and by prelents, 
which are expected from all his governments* 
and thofe who have a dependance on him 
and laftly, by the produce of the diamond 
mines of Golconda, which is not inconfidera- 
ble. 


(e) Media, the north eaft part of the mo- 
dern Perfia, in which the province of Aderbeit- 
zan, and fome of Gtlan, and Eyrac Agem were 
comprehended* the capital city whereof was 
fcebatana, the prefent Tauris. 


(f) Gilan, eaft long. 48. lat. 47. a city of 
Perfia in Alia, in die province of Gilan, fituate 
340 mile* north of Ifpahao, and 240 miles weft 
of Afterabat, 


(g) Hyrcania,.the provinces of Perfia, in Afia, 
which lie on the fouthern ffiorc of the Cafpian 
fea, formerly went under that name; and the 
Cafpian was called the Hyrcanian fea. 

(b) Cafpian fea, fee p. 66. n. j. 

(i) Derbent, foe p. 198. n. 4 . 


(k) Georgia, in Afia, foe p. 107. n. 4 , 

(l) Mofcovy, or JRuffia, foe p. 7. n. (. 

(m) France, received its name from the 
Franks, a German people, who inhabited the 
banks of the rivers Maine and Salii, and made 
a conqueft of this country, then called Gaul, 
in the fifth century. 

Modern France is fituate between 5 degrees 
weft, and 7 degrees eaft Ion. and between 43 
degrees and 51 degrees north lat. being bound- 
ed by the Englift channel and the Auftrian 
Netherlands on the north ; by Germany, Swit- 
zerland, Savoy, and Piedmont in Italy on the 
eaft ; by the Mediterranean fea and the Pyre- 
nean mountains', which feparate it from Spain, 
on the fouth ; and by the bay of Bifcay on the 
weft ; being almoft a Square of 540 miles on 
each fide ; except that Britany makes it fome- 
thing irregular, by extending farther to the 
weftward than any other province. 

It was an exceeding populous country, till 
the numbers were ldlened by perfection, wars, 
and famine. Their numbers, which were for! 
merly computed to amount to nineteen mil* 
lions, fcarce exceed fifteen millions at pre- 
fent. v 

The air is the moft temporate of any coun- 
try in Europe ; and the foil produce* corn 
wine, oil, and flax, in great abundance. 

It is extremely well fituated for a foreign 
trade, as it lies on the ocean, the Eogliffi chan- 
nel, and the Mediterranean foa, and is watered 
by a great many large and navigable river*, 
paticularly the Seyne, the Loyre, the Garonne, 
the Rhone, the Soane, and of late the Rhine 
which for lome hundredsof years now feparate! 
their dominions from Germany. 

The ftature of the natives is not large > but 
they are generally men of bright parts, and the 
moft aftive and enterprifing of any people in 
Europe; but fo reftlefs and impatient of cafe, 
that they are conftantly engaged in wars abroad, 
and law-fuit* at home; extremely devoted to 
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1703 their prince, though he rules them with a rod 
w fo of iron, and treats them as flaves 5 and fo opi* 
nionated of themfelves, that they look upon all 
other nations as barbarians, They value them* 
felvcsmuch on their good-breeding, their com* 
plaifance, and unlimited profeflions of friend* 

, fbip to all they convert with, though they 
mean nothing by it, and may juftly be looked 
upon as a parcel of genteel hypocrites. They 
have pradlifed their cringes, and impertinent 
ceremonies fo long, that now nobody regards 
them. 

Their manufaflpres pf linnen, woollen, filk, 
and lace, are vaftly great, and their foreign 
trade to Spain, Italy, Turkey, and to the eaft 
and welt Indies, is prodigioufly encreafcd of late 
years ; but no trade is more advantageous to 
them than that of Britain, from whence they 
receive chiefly treafure for the product of that 
country, viz. their wines, filks, linnen and 
Jace. 

The kingdom was formerly divided into 
twelve provinces, which had each of them their 
parliaments, whofe confent was necefiary to 
the making of laws, and railing money •, but 
the cardinals Richlieu and Mazarin made their 
mailers abfolute fovereigns, deprived their par- 
liaments of their lhare in the government, and 
they are only aflcmbled at this day, to pafs the 
arrets, or laws, that the king is pleafed to fend 
them, which none durlt refufe. But in civil 
caufes, thefe parliaments are ftill the laft refort 
where the court does not interpofe. Thefe 
parliaments confift of a certain number of pre- 
lidents, and inferior judges ; who purchafe 
their places openly j and the crown makes a 
confiderablc revenue by fucli fries. The parlia- 
ment of Paris is much the moll confiderable. 
Hither the king frequently comes in perfon, and 
fees his royal a&s recorded. This parliament 
confifts of the dukes and peers of France, be- 
fidcs the ordinary judges, and takes cognizance 
of all offences, committed by peers, where the 
king does not ilfue a fpecial commHfion to try 
them. The other parliaments are excluded from 
taking cognizance of any caufes which relate to 
the crown, or the peers of the realm. 

As France is divided into 25 general govern- 
ments at prefent, over every one of thefe an of- 
ficer, called an intendanr, is appointed by the 
king, who feems to have a power of controul- 
ing the governor, and all other officers of juf- 
tice, and prefides over the receiver-general of 
his generality. 

The whole number of pariflics, contained 
in all the generality, amounts to 38,502, in 
which is comprehended 1,585,112 families, li- 
able to pay the taille, or land tax, which is 
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only paid by thofe who hold by bafe tenure, 1^03 
and tradefmen ; the nobility, clergy, and gen- 
try, are exempted from this tax. The bur* 
gelfes of Paris, and fomc other free cities alfo, 
are exempted from the land-tax, 

There is another tax, called the taillon, pay- 
able by the fame perfons as the taille, which a- 
mounts to about a third part only of the former. 

There is another tax, called the aids, which a- 
rifes from the cuftoms and duties on all mer- 
chandize, except fait. 

The gabelles, are the taxes arifing by laic. 

The other taxes are the capitation, or poll- 
tax ; the tenths of all'eftates, offices, and em- 
ployments, the fiftieth penny, from which nei- ♦ 
thcr the nobility nor clergy are exempted ; and 
the tenths and free-gifts of the clergy, who are 
allowed to tax themfelves; but it is expe&ed 
that they fhoukl pay as much as the laity at 
lead} and laflly, the crown-lands, rents, fines 
and forfeitures, bring in a confiderable revenue. 

All which are computed at fifteen millions 
fterling per annum ; befides which, vaft fums are 
collcftcd by raffing and lowering the coin at 
pleafure, by compounding debentures, and go- 
vernment bills, and other oppreffive means. 

I he kingdom is but one great farm to the 
crown. The whole produce of the country is 
in the king’s power, if he thinks fit to demand 
it; though he chufes to take it in the accuftom- 
ed way, that he may make no more mal-con* 
tents than he cannot avoid ; and wera there ne- 
ver fo many, he has always armies on foot, 
fufficient to fupprefs any infurredtions. In time 
of peace, he has frequently 200,000 men in 
pay ; and in time of war, fometimes 400,000. 

Many of whom are foreigners; viz. Swifs, 
Germans, Scotch, Iriffi, Swedes and Danes. 

The religion of France is Roman catholic j 
but they feem kfs devoted to the pope, than 
any other nation of the communion ; and have 
not as yet admitted the inquificion among 
them. 

The proteftants fought for their religion and 
liberty many years; and at length obtained a 
toleration, by a royal edict called the edift of 
Nantz ; but this being repealed by Lewis XIV- 
Anno 1685, a cruel perfection enfued, which 
compelled fome hundreds of thoufands of them 
to quit the kingdom, who were entertained in 
proteftant countries, to the unfpeakable preju- 
dice of this kingdom ; for they did not only lole 
the mod induftrious part of the inhabitants, but 
the refugees fet up the French manufactories in 
every country where they came, which very 
much Jeflened the demand for French mer- 
chandize. 

The crown of France is hereditary ; but by 

their 
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1703 their falique law, no female is fuffered to in- 

w herit ; neither is their royal line of that dura- 
tion as in England ; for in the pedigree of 
their kings, we find, that there have been three 
Families on the throne, viz. the Merovingian, 
the Carlovinian, and the Caputine, which had 
no relation to one another ; the fecond ufurp- 
ing on the firft, and the third upon the fecond, 
which is the prefent reigning family. 

The eldeft fon of France is always (tiled the 
Dauphin. The new conquefts, or acquifitions, 
that France has made to her dominions the laft 
hundred years, are thofe of Alface and Lor- 
rain, on the fide of Germany ; thofe of Artois, 

. the Cambrefis, part of Flanders, Hainault 
and Luxemburg, on the fide of the Nether- 
lands ; and Roufillon, antiently a part of Ca- 
talonia, on the fide of Spain. 

(») Turcomania, the antient Armenia, is now 
a province of Afiatic Turky .bounded by I’erfia 
on the ealt-, by Diarbeck and Curdeftan (that 
is, the antient Mefopotamia and Aflyriajon the 
fouth ; and by Natoiia on the weft and north. 
The capital city is Erzerum. 

(0) Rome, fee p. 108. n. g. \ 

(p) Naples, city, call long. 15. Jat. 41. the 
capital of the kingdom of Naples, in Italy, fi- 
tuate 140 miles fouth eaft of Rome, and 15 
degrees eaft of London ; being feven miles in 
circumference within the walls, and as much 
more, if the fuburbs are included, and contains 
about 300,000 inhabitants. 

It ftands on an eminence ; rifing gradually 
from the fca to a moderate height, on a fine 
bay of the fea of thirty miles diameter; and the 
iflands that lie before it form a fecure and com- 
modious harbour. 

On the eaft, there is a large plain, on the 
further fide whereof is mount Vefuvius, and on 
the weft a high hill, on which ftands the caftle 
of St. Elmo, and a Carthufian monaftery, from 
whence we are entertained with the finelt pro- 
fped in the world. 

It is feldpm cold here in winter; and in fum- 
mer, the cool breezes from the mountains and 
the fea make the hotteft part of it very tolera- 
ble ; nor is the fea fubjeft to ftorms ; and they 
have fo bold a (bore, that large (hips may lie 
clofe to the quays. 

Corn, wine, and oil, are excellent here in 
their kind, and exceedingly plentiful ; and the 
air is pure, ferene and healthful. 

The buildings are magnificent and elegant, 
and inhabited by people of diftindion ; nor 
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can there be, in all refpefts, a more defirable I703 
fituation, did not the eruptions of Vefuvius, and v *’ vw 
earthquakes, fometimes difturb their quiet, as 
well as the frequent revolutions obferved in this 
kingdom -, for it being fo defirable a country, 
the neigbouring powers are perpetually con- 
tending for it: Germany, France, Spain, have 
alternately had the dominion of it. It feldom 
has the fame fovercignty for forty years fucccf* 
fively. 

The dignified clergy, and nobility of this 
kingdom are very numerous; there are, ’tis 
faid, 25 archbifhops, 125 bilhops, 300 prin- 
ces, dukes, marquiffes, and earls. The cler- 
gy poflefs one third of the kingdom; the 
crown, the nobility, and gentry the reft ; the 
peafants have fcarce any thing they can call 
their own ; they are fubjeds and vaflals to their 
refpedive lords, manure their lands, plant their 
vine-yards, and olive-yards, and are allowed on- 
ly a fubfiftence, fufficient to enable them to 
perform their daily drudgery, and receive jus- 
tice in their lords courts, in cafes that are not 
capital ; infomuch that, every lord, or gentle- 
man, who is proprietor of the foil, is fovereign 
of the people, who live upon his eftate. 

Though they abound in filk , yet that ma- 
nufadurc is not great -, they fend moft of it a- 
broad unwrought; and all the merchandize and 
produce of this rich foil is carried abroad info- 
reign (hipping, they having but few (hips of 
their own-, or, indeed, merchants, the proprie- 
tors of the lands felling the produce of their 
refpedive eftates to foreigners. 

Many of the natives being of Spanilh ex- 
tradion, follow the Spanilh modes, and 
cloathe themfelves in black, which makes the 
filk manufadure the lefs. 

They have a numerous militia, the nobility 
and gentry holding their lands by military te- 
nures; but thefe are little depended upon, and 
feldom called out, the king ufually maintaining 
15,000 regular troops in time of peace, andean 
raife twice that number in time of war. They 
had no men of war lately, but are beginning to 
build fome ; and they have a fleet of armed 
gallies. 

The revenues of the crown are computed to 
amount to one million fterling per annum, which 
arife from a compofition with the nobility and 
gentry for certain fums, in lieu of their perfo- 
nal ferviccs ; from a duty on houfes ; and almoft 
a general excife. 

It was a tax upon fruits which the meaner 
people live on, that occafioned the memorable 
infurredion under Maflinello; and it feems fruit 
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,y 0 j has been exempted from taxes almoft ever 
fince { thofe who are mod opprefled by taxes 
are the Genoefe and other foreigners, whole 
eftates fie in this country •, and thefe are pretty 
numerous. 

Naples had been governed by Spaniffi, or 
German viceroys, till Don Carlos, the king of 
Spain’s fecond fon, was fet upon the throne, 
by the united powers of France, Spain, and 
Sardinia, in the year 1734. And as that prince 
obtained the crown by force, by the like force 
he muft defend his pofieffion, unlefs he can 
obtain the affe&ions of the people by a wife and 
gentle adminiltration. 

The crown claims a power of taxing the no- 
bility and gentry, and raffing what forces the 
court think necelTary ; but it is dangerous car- 
rying thefe prerogatives too high, as long as 
the king has fo powerful a competitor as the 
queen of Hungary. 

The clergy are not taxed here ; but grant a 
free-gifr, which is proportionable to the taxes 
on the laity at lead. 

( r ) Egypt, fee p. 33. n. a. 

0 ) Via Appia, the Romans have not left us 
any dronger indances of their confummate 
wifdom, grandeur, and magnificence, than the 
public roads, or high-ways which they made, 
and carried on to the very extremity of their 
axtenfive empire, fome whereof remain almod 
entire to this very day. The Roman magidrates 
ffenfible that the drength and power of the 
date abfolutely depended upon maintaining a 
free intercourfe and correfpondence between 
the feverai parties who compofed it) were the 
fird, and after them the emperors, who with in- 
finite labour and incredible expence, made great 
roads throughout all Italy and its dependent 
dates ; erefted thereon, at convenient didances, 
buildings for lodging the pod-maders horfes, 
and public carriages, &nd thereby not only efta- 
blifhed a free communication between Rome 
and the provinces, but facilitated the march of 
their armies, and the tranfportation of their 
military train, whenever choice or neceffity cal- 
led upon them to take up arms. 

In making thefe roads there was no difficulty 
too great for the Romans to furmount ; they 
cut through, and levelled mountains, filled up 
vallies, drained morafles, raifed caufe-ways, and 
threw bridges over rivers. Nor was their at- 
tention merely confined to the making thefe 
ways •» they confidtfred the repair and mainte- 
nance of them as a matter of the lad importance 


to the date, and therefore appointed proper 1703 
officers to fuperintend and manage them, ****** 
whofe titles and functions frequently occur 
in the antient hidorians, and upon inferip- 
tions. 

1 he mod confulerable of thefe ways, called 
Vi* Regia;, Militares, & Public*, began at 
a gilded column, or pillar, called Miliariutn 
Aureum, & Columna Augufii, which was 
eretded at the Forum, in Rome, below the 
temple of Saturn. 

The three mod famous were the Via Appia, 

Via Flaminia, and Via aEmilia. The mod 
noble, however, in ?I 1 refpttds, was the Via 
Appia, which is generally thought to have de- 
rived its name from one Appius, who was the * 
author of it, and the very fame ingenious gen- 
tleman who invented their Cloaca;, or common 
fewers. 

This Via Appia (for to this alone we fhall 
confine our prefent remarks) which was at fird 
carried only fiom Rome to Capua, anti after- 
wards continued as far as Brundufium, fituated 
upon the Adriatic Gulf, is delcribed in the 
antient itineraries, and mentioned by Horace, 
in tly elegant defeription which he gives us 
of his journey from Rome to Brundufium > as 
alfo, by feverai other of the antient writers, as 
Cicero, Livy, Strabo, Appian, Procopius, &c. 

Some moderns likewife have treated of it; but 
none of them have examined it fo fully, and 
with that accuracy and exaftnefs as one Signior 
Pratilii, who has taken an actual furvey of it 
throughout its whole extent from Rome to 
Brundufium ; and to his elaborate and judicious 
defeription of it, not Jong fince publiffied, we 
fhall be entirely indebted for the following 
extract ; not doubting but that the generality 
of our readers, (fhort and imperfect as it may 
be) will look upon it with an eye of indul- 
gence. 

Our author then, in the firft place, obferves, 
that the whole extent of this high- way was not 
made all at once. Appius Claudius, fays he, 
who was Cenforin the year of Rome443,made 
that part which lies between Rome and Capua; 
and fo expenfive was even that firft attempt, 
that he thereby perfe&ly exhaufled the public 
treafure. 

The Romans, however, having fome time 
after that defeated the Samnitcs, and extended 
their frontiers, continued this road (expenfive as 
it had been) as far as Beneventum, where a 
Roman colony was planted in the confulfhip of 
Appius Claudius CrafTus, fon of the Cenfor, 

Kkk and 



2l8 


THE TRAVELS OF 


1703 and in the year of Rome 485. 

*■"*'7* The Melfapians, Tarrentines, and other peo- 
ple of that part of Italy, being afterwards, about 
the year 490, brought under fubje&ion to the 
Romans, the work was once more refumed, 
and carried on as far as Brundufium, which 
then became a celebrated port for the common 
paflage out of Italy into Greece and Afia, and 
was made a Roman colony in the year 510, 
during the confullhip of Torquatus and 
Blasfus. 

Notwithftandingthis high-way was originally 
fabricated with the utmoft firmnefs and folidityj 
yet it was very confiderably improved and 
beautified, in the year of Rome 631, by. Caius 
.Sempronius Gracchus, who repaired the military 
roads in Italy, and fet up all along them miliary 
pillars, on which the diftances from mile to 
mile were marked. Befides thefe ornaments, 
he placed feveral blocks of (tone by the fides 
of the high-ways, for the repofe of travellers, 
and to fervc as lleps to aflift thofe who travelled 
on horle-back, in mounting and demounting 
their horfes. 

Julius Caefar was at great expence in main- 
taining this road, and actually undertook^ and 
began to drain the marlhes of Pompt’lna; 
which work was finilhed in the reign of Auguf- 
tus. This prince confiderably repaired that 
part of the road which lies near Capua. 

The emperors Vefpafian and Domitian were 
likewife at great pains upon the fame account •, 
and Nerva expended great fums in repairing it, 
as appears by infcriptions upon fome of the 
miliary pillars, which have been found in the 
marlhes of Pomptina. 

The emperor Trajan compleated the work, 
begun by his predeceffors, continued this road 
as far as Brundufium, and repaved another 
public way, which lay between that place and 
Beneventum. 

Caracalla repaired the Via Appia for the 
length of one and twenty miles towards Terra- 
cina and Fondi •, another part of this way, ly- 
ing between Liris and Sinuefla, was repaired in 
the reign of Maximianus Herculius. 

And laflly, Theodoret, king of the Goths, 
caufed nineteen miles in length of the canal 
(DecennoniiJ which ran along the Via Appia 
between Tre Ponti and Tarracina, to be repair- 
ed, in order to drain off the waters from the 
marlhes of Pomptina, as we learn from an 


antient infeription, dill preferved at Terracina. 

That part of the Via Appia, fays our author, 
which lies between Rome and Capua, appears 
to have been paved with large and flat [tones, 
cut out, and jointed together, with amazing art 
and folidity. This pavement was raifed in the 
middle, from whence it was Hoped gradually 
to the fides -, upon which were parapets of free- 
{lone for the convenience of foor-paflengers. 

Tho’ the breadth of this high-way was not 
equal, indeed, in all places •, yet it was tveiy 
where fufficient for two chariots to drive a- 
brealt. As, on the one hand, it no where ex- 
ceeded five and thirty palms ; fo on the other 
it was in no place lefs than twenty-live. And 
its whole length, reckoned from Rome to * 
Brundufium aforefaid, was 364 Roman miles, 
according to the following computation. 


Rome 

Miles 

To Aricia 

16 

To Appii Forum ( 

26 

Ad Medias 

9 

To Tarracina 

10 

To Fundi 

*4 

To Formise — 

1 + 

To Mii'.turna? 

9 

To Sinuefla — 

9 

Ad Pomem Campanum 

9 

Ad Ottavum 

9 

To Capua — * 

8 

To Beneventum — — 

3 * * 

To Rubi, now Ruvo 

107 

To Bari — 

21 

To Brundufium 

7 l 


Total from Rome to Brundufium 364 miles. 


On this Appian way (befides the commo- 
dious ftruftures above-mentioned for public 
fa vice ) there were feveral coftly and magnifi- 
cent tombs, or fepulchraj monuments, and 0- 
ther fuperb decorations ; fuch, as for inftance, 
the Septi^pnium of Severus ; the Dormitories 
or vaults of the family of Arria \ the arch of 
Conftantine the Great •, the temples of Fortune 
and Mars the tomb, or monument of Meteila, 
the wife of Craffus •, and thofe of Cecilia, 
Cornelia, Servilia, &c. &c. too tedious here to 
enumerate. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

^ fuccinSl Account of fever al ant tent Monuments , or remarkable Sepul- 
chral V aults , at Jediekobet, fituate on the Mountains of Pjedrakocs ; 

a !f°> °f divers others at Pyrmaraes. An Account likewifc of the 
barbarous and inhuman Murder of four Armenians by the 
Perfians. And lajlly a Review of the Perfian Horfe. 


O N the fourteenth I fet out from 
Samachi on horfe-back, with two 
attendants, befides runners, in order to 
vifit a noted place, called Jediekombet, 
that is to fay, the Seven Towers, where 
there are feveral very remarkable monu- 
ments, or fepulchral vaults to be met 
with, that are very antient, and well 
worthy the attention of the curious. 
We pafled through feveral fmall villages 
in our paflage thither, which were in- 
habited for the moll part, by the natives 
of ( a ) Armenia, as we advanced weftward 
towards the towers above-mentioned ; and 
at about nine o’clock that evening, we 
tame to a little village called Kirkins, 
fituate on an eminence, or fertile fpot of 
rifing-ground, which abounds with vine- 
yards, and are the principal maintenance 
and fupport of the inhabitants there, and 
the parts adjacent. 

There we were fhewed a fmall chapel, 
built with ftone, in which was the fepul- 
chral monument of a certain faint, named 
Sahac Wartapeet. He was, it feems, as 
we were credibly informed, by birth, a na- 
tive of {/>) Turky, and by profefiion, a 
JVIahommedan ; but as he had for feveral 
years embraced their principles of reli- 
gion, he applied himfelf fo clofely to his 
ftudies there amongft the Armenians, that 
he became one of their mod favourite 
priefts j we were told, moreover, that 
fome time after his entrance into thofe 
holy orders, he had the misfortune to fall 
into the hands of fome inhuman Mahom- 
medan Turks, who burnt him alive, at 
Samachi ; and that after his bones had 
been reduced to afhes, he rofe again, and 


There is another fepulchral vault upon 
the high- road, at about the diftance of ’ 
half a league from this hill, or mountain, 
whereon I found there were feveral cha- 
racters inferibed ; but as they were unin- 
telligible to me, I begged the favour of 
having them explained. To which they 
replied, that I was miftaken, and that 
what I took for characters, were nothing 
more than different decorations. That 
morytment of the laft- mentioned faint, 
who lies interred upon the hill, is held 
there in high efteem. The inhabitants of 
the parts adjacent light up tapers there, 
on their folemn feftivals, and regale them- 
felves in as elegant a manner as they can, 
on one fide, or at leaft within fight of his 
tomb. As I happened to arrive there on 
a funday, I found a multitude of people 
flocking round it, who, in a very courteous 
manner, gave me an invitation, to partake 
of what rcfrefhmcnts they had before 
them; hut I begged to be excufed, as I 
was very defirous of advancing forwards on 
my journey. This village, fmall as it is, 
contains about two hundred feveral fami- 
lies. In the center of the little chappel, 
wherein is the aforefaid monument, Gauds 
a fmall altar, which is encompafled by a 
fmall wall, on one fide whereof there 
grows a fpacious walnut-tree, where they 
feat themfelves under its Grade. Formerly 
there was a fmall mofeh on the very fame 
fpot of ground, which was reduced to 
ruins, it feems, about five and thirty years 
fince, through the violence of an earth- 
quake; and fo they fubftituted this little 
chappel in its room. 

About half an hour after nine, wc fet 
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1703 over feveral fine hills in our way to Je- 
diekombct, where we arrived between 
ten and eleven. There I met with the 
antient tombs that I have before- mention- 
ed, which arc built with hard ftone, and 
in a very fubftantial manner, and not in- 
elegantly cemented. Moft of them re- 
mained entire, and terminated in a pyra- 
midical form. That which I examined 
firft, and ftopd neareft to the mountain, 
was more lofty than the reft. The tower- 
wall, in regard to its thicknefs, is five 
palms, or thereabouts j the entrance into it 
' about three broad, and fix high. It is a- 
bout twelve feet in diameter, and round 
within. 

A It is encompafied with a fine wall, the 

t»w. front gate whereof is no le(s than four- 

teen foot and an half in breadth, and ten 
deep through the wicket, at which you 
enter. It is five palms in thicknefs, and 
about fixteen paces from one corner to the 
other j that is to fay, threefcore and^four 
paces in circumference. As to the thick- 
nefs of the wall itfelf, it is three palms or 
thereabouts. And the coping of it at top 
is an half oval, and bears fome refemblancc 
to a camel’s back. There are five fine 
fepulchral monuments in this tower; 
three on one fide of it, and two on the 
other, which arc embellifhed with foliages, 
and other ornaments of the like nature. 
Thcfe monuments are three palms, in 
point of height, two in breadth, and fe- 
ven in length ; fome more, but others lefs. 
From this, I went to the fecond Tower. 
At the front gate, in the enceint, or in- 
clofure of the wall, I perceived there was 
an elevation of no lefs than three palms, 
an arcade of eight and an half in breadth 
at the bottom, of eleven and an half in 
depth, and in height about feven foot. 
Here there were three fine tombs only. 
This tower-wall is about forty four feet 
in length, and thirty three in breadth, 
and much about the fame height, and, in 
all refpeCts, indeed, limilar to the former. 
The laft of thefe ftruCtures, which is the 
loweft, and goes downward, is encompaf- 
fed with a wall, which is no lefs than 
threefcore and eleven foot in breadth, 
threefcore and fix feet in length, and nine 
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in heighth. The front gate is fourteen 1703 
foot and an half without, and twenty two 
in breadth. The arcade is eleven in 
heighth, and in depth fourteen. In the 
middle there is a wicket, which is two 
foot and an half in breadth, and in height 
five and an half. We went down there 
by three fteps, and at the difiance of a- 
bout twelve paces only, we came to a 
building about eight and thirty foot in 
breadth, and eighteen in length, at the 
end whereof flood another, on the left- 
hand, which is fix foot long and of the 
fame breadth, whereon there is a tower. 

We went into this ftrudture by a little 
door, no more than four foot four inches 
in heighth, and two and an half in breadth, 
and is porrefpondent with that in the 
front. The wall of it is but three foot 
thick ; and having gone down two fteps, 
we came into a quadrangular apartment 
which was encompafied with ftone-bcnches 
about a foot and an half only in height, 
and much about the fame in breadth: 

That room, or apartment, was ten feet in 
length, and eleven in breadth, and the 
vault twelve in height. On the right- 
hand, there is a door-way made through 
the wall above the bench, through which, 
by going only one ftep up, wc came into 
a gloomy place, the vault whereof was 
lower than the former, notwithftanding 
its other dimenfions were larger ; for it 
was thirteen foot in length, and ten in 
breadth. From thence through another 
door dire&ly over again ft the firft, tho’ 
fomewhat fmaller, we went up two fteps, 
and came into an apartment that was ten 
feet in length, and the fame in breadth. 

On this it is that the tower Hands ; which 
is hollow, as far as to the very point of the 
fpire ; and on the right of us, there were 
four fmall windows, two and two, one a- 
bove the other; there we found feveral 
tapers flicking againft the wall, andftones 
that were tumbled down, but nothing 
like a fepulchral monument appeared. 

There we dined, and there mingled our 
wine with fome fine fpring-water, which 
ran at a very fmall diftance from, and direct- 
ly oppofite to this building. That fpring is 
very antieht; its water is moft delightful, and 
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as clear as chryftal, and its fource or head 
is from the mountains. Without the en- 
ceint of thefe tombs, concerning which 
the antients have been fo very particular, 
there arc a great number of other monu- 
ments all round about ; fome refembling 
thefe, and others confiding of large com- 
mon Hones, and all without any character 
or inferiptions whatfoever: having indeed 
fome fmall decorations, but what to call 
them I am at a lofs to determine, unlefs 
fome of them may be properly (aid to be 
bales. And to deal ingenuoufiy, and give 
you my opinion freely, I take them to be 
decorations only, and fuch as I have ob- 
ferved in divers other places, and even in 
thofe royal fepulchres which are to be 
feen without the walls of the city of Je- 
rufalem. 

In order to give a more clear and dif- 
tindt idea of thefe monuments or fepul- 
chral vaults, I have taken the pains to 
draw one of them in particular, which 
ftands on one fide of the building jnfl 
before mentioned; near which there is 
one large, widc-fpreading tree in parti- 
cular, and feveral others, though much 
fmaller, which proceed from the tower, 
notwithftanding the Hones are Hill firm 
and whole, and notwithftanding there is 
not the lead cranny or flaw to be dif- 
cerned. I have here given the reader a 
fketch of the front-gate, fome of the mo- 
numents, and the melon-garden in the 
plate (No. 41) hereto annexed; and the 
reader will farther find the whole, with a 
view of the mountain likewife, in plate 
XLII. where there are no lefs than nine 
towers to be feen, notwithftanding the 
term Jedichombet, as we hinted before, 
fignifies feven towers only. Againft the 
walls within there arc planted a great 
number of young fig-trees, which cover 
the monuments with their leaves to that 
degree, that it is not an eafy matter to 
difeover where they Hand. They look 
upon them here to be very antient; and, 
according to tradition, Alexander the Great 
fpared them on that very account. 

About four in the afternoon, having 
fufficiently gratified my curiofity, I re- 
turned from thence; and to the north- 


ward of thefe monuments, I was furpiized 
to fee vaft piles of Hones upon a fertile 
bill, where the foil did not feem in 
the Icaft naturally inclined to be ftony. 
From this circumftance I concluded, anc^ 

I imagine upon very juft grounds, that 
fome town, or fortrefs at lead, had for- 
merly been crefted there ; notwithftanding 
there were no other traces or footfteps of 
any fuch ftrudures. I was afterwards, 
however, informed by fome people, of 
whom for the gratification of my curio- 
fity I made the enquiry, that there had been 
a fmall one eredted 'there, not far diftant 
from the tombs ; and, in all probability, 
they told me the truth ; for otherwife it 
would be no eafy matter to give a fubftantial 
reafon for their being crafted in thJc 
mountains. At a fmall diftance from 
hence we difeovered a fine fpring ; and, a 
little beyond it, fome more monuments ; 
amongft which there was one in particular 
of uncommon dimenfions, though very 
mueji disfigured from the injury it had 
received through a long feries of years. 
About half a league from thence, we 
went back once more through the village 
called Kirkins, inhabited for the mod part 
by Armenians and Turks, and we readied 
the town near an hour before funfel ; not- 
withftanding the wind blew fo exceffively 
hard, and the duft flew to that degree, 
that we could fcarce fee the way before 
us. The next day, however, there fell 
fuch a hafty and impetous (bower of rain, 
accompanied with thunder, that they were 
both pcrfe&ly difperfed. 

On the eighteenth, I went up to the 
mountain called Pjedrakoes, which is 
nearer the town, and higher than that of 
Kala-kuluftahan. 

On the (ummit of this mountain there 
is an open monument, which is encom- 
paffed with large ftoncs, and is in length 
full eighteen foot and a half, and in 
breadth fixtecn; together with a great 
number of other common tombs, a large 
walnut tree, and another large tree, the 
leaves whereof were remarkably fmall. 
About feven paces farther Hood another 
monument or vault, confiding of a fmall 
circular chapel, which is, without, about 
t 1 1 three 
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three and thirty foot in circumference, 
but ten only within. The wall thereof 
is in thicknefs two foot and ten inches ; 
and there are ftones here that arc four 
# feet and four inches in length, and two 
feet and two only in breadth. The en- 
trance into it is five feet and four inches 
in height, with a ftep to it. This fmall 
chapel, in height, is ten feet and a half 
exclufive of the fpirc, and is cncompafled 
by divers other fepulchral vaults. The 
Walls of it are thick fet with nails, to 
which fevcral flips of divers colours are 
here and there faftened, (and (o there 
are indeed in the former) or remnants of 
the garments of fuch pilgrims as refort 
hither to perform their devotional exerci- 
fes at thele tombs, and who make thefe 
voluntary oblations by way of acknow- 
ledgment, or as tefliinonics of their high 
veneration and efteem for thofe faints who 
reft within : with a view, that by fuch 
tokens of their refpeCt, they (hall procure 
fome relief at leaft, if not a perfect <$ure, 
of thofe maladies which they refpe&ively 
labour under. An Armenian fervant, 
who was one of my attendants, afliired 
me that he himfelf had reaped the good 
effects of thofe pious aCts; but I gave 
much the fame attention to this idle tale 
of his, as to the other ftory above-men- 
tioned of the faint, who after he had been 
burnt to aflies, role again from the dead. 

In No. XLI1I. of the plate hereto an- 
nexed, the reader will find an accurate re- 
prefentation of this fmall chapel, which 
is greatly damaged and much decayed on 
the Eaft fide •, together with a view of the 
hill of Kala-kuluftaham ; and in number 
XLI V. the reprefentation of the other fide 
as it is decayed, together with the open 
iepulchrc, not long fince mentioned ; and 
the town and mountain in perfpedtive. 
In this fmall chapel there is a fpacious 
monument, cmbellilhed with foliages, ac- 
cording to the reprefentation of it in the 
plate annexed ; and, at the diftance of 
about forty paces from it, there are two 
fubterraneous caverns. The entrance, or 
aperture into the former, is vaulted, and 
confifts of large ftones which want no- 
thing at all within. This is fix foot and 
a half in length, and four feet and two 
3 


inches in breadth: ’tis paved likewife, 
and is five feet five inches high. The lat- 
ter, which lies at the diftance of feventcen 
paces only from the firfi, fomewhat re- 
fembles a grotto or cave, hewn out of the 
folid rock belonging to the mountain } 
and the aperture, or entrance into it, is fo 
narrow, that a perfon inclined to view it, 
muft creep in upon his belly to accomplifh 
that end. Before this grot (lands a tree, 
on the bark whereof are the names of 
divers pilgrims cut out in very legible cha- 
racters ; and leveral monuments or tombs 
all round about it, between which and 
the fepulchral vaults, on the fummit of 
the mountain, there is a wall flill fubfift- 
ing of fome edifice or ftruCture, that has 
been long fince dcmolifhed. This hill, 
or mountain, moreover, is encompafled 
with a variety of tombs, except indeed 
towards the South-Well, where it is ex- 
ceedingly deep. Some authors peremp- 
torily infill that there is here a lubtcr- 
raneous cavern or vault, into which there 
is a defeent of feveral Heps, and that in that 
gloomy place lies depofited the remains of 
an illuftrious princels, the daughter of fome 
potent king ; however, though I own my 
curiolity induced me to leatch after it,* 
yet I found mylelf difappointed, and my 
labour fruitlefs, and I am fully convinced 
that it is nothing more than the little grot 
I have juft mentioned ; and into which 
they were fo incurious as never to enter, 
in order to know whether the report was 
faCt or not : but here give me leave to 
add, that the paflfage was fo very narrow, 
that I was obliged to undrefs myfelf before 
I could fqueeze myfelf in, and anfwer 
the end propofed. As to the reft, I have 
juft grounds to believe that the principal 
monuments in all thefe parts is that of the 
fmall chapel on the top of the lull. The 
inhabitants of the parts adjacent, more- 
over, very ferioufly allured me, that the 
greateft part of the perfonages who have 
been interred in thefe monuments, were 
remarkable for their virtues and the fanc- 
tity of their manners; from whence it 
occurs, that great numbers of pilgrims 
refort to their fepulthrcs as a meritorious 
aCt of devotion. At the foot of this moun- 
tain there is a fmall village, and a fpa- 
cious 
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cious plain beyond it to the North-Eaff, 
which is furrounded with hills and moun- 
tains ; and to the North-Weft there are 
feveral other little villages, and the moun- 
tain called Kala-kuluftahan. The town, 
which is vifible at a diftance, and the 
country all round about it, has a very good 
effedl, and ftrikes the eye in a very agree- 
able manner. As we approached the 
town, wc difeovered a fine ftone cif- 
tern or refervoir, the water whereof is as 
fine as chryftal, and very delicious. A 
little beyond that there is a fpring, the 
waters whereof flow gradually away, 
and difeharge themfelves into a fubterra- 
neous canal towards the mountains ; and, 
by another, flow into the city itfelf. 

On the nineteenth, I made the proper 
preparations for fending my effeds by the 
caravan, which I followed fome few days 
after. 

On the twentieth I went to the village 
called Pyrmaraes, where there are two 
particular monuments that are very cu- 
rious, and worthy of infpe&ion. In my 
paflage thither, I met with an exceeding 
fine fpring, and traverfed feveral rivulets 
or brooks upon little ftone bridges. At 
the diftance of about two leagues from the 
city I law one that appeared to me to be 
very antient, which confifted of three de- 
cayed arches, ereded with large blocks of 
ftone, under which ran a very clear ftream. 
There were others likewife that I met 
with as I pafled along, under which no 
water ran at all. 

The city of Samachi makes a good 
figure enough, when furveyed upon the 
hills, whereon there are feveral burial- 
grounds, and large fepulchral vaults. 

About noon I reached the place called 
Pyrmgraes, which is a pretty large village, 
built for the moft part with ftone and 
earth. It is near four leagues to the eaft- 
ward of the town, in a fpacious plain as 
one goes to the mountains on the left 
hand. There I faw the monument of 
Seid Ibrahim, a particular faint, whofe 
name in this place and all the parts adja- 
cent is held in profound veneration. The 
place where his remains are depofited has 
more the appearance of a fortrqfs than a 
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fepulchral vault only ; and is furrounded 1703* 
with a wall, but a very piteous one indeed. Sg ^ f 
Within we met with a liable, and there 
we put up our horfes. I had not been 
there long before a menial fervant ap- 
proached me, and gave me a courteous 
invitation, by fpecial order, to* the apart- 
ment of his rn after, to whofe care 
and conduct this place was particularly 
entrufted. This ftranger received me in 
the moft obliging manner, and afked me 
from whence I came, and what motives 
induced me to vifit’thcfe folitary grounds ? 

I told him ingenuoully the truth, and • 
that nothing but the giatification of my 
curiofity had tempted me to pay my vi fit 
to them. Whereupon lie, with great hu- 
manity and good manners, offered hi, 
fervice voluntarily to wait on me, and 
ffiew me every thing he thought worthy 
of my attention. 

Before this building there is a very 
fpacious fquare, on the right hand of 
which as I went in, this officer has a large 
commodious apartment, the floor whereof 
was covered with a large, coftly carpet. 

From thence I went on the left-hand 
into the court-yard, which is fpacious 
enough, and executed in a good taflc; 
and, after that, into another, where were 
feveral monuments, on which there were 
Turkifh inferiptions, and divers other cm- < 
belliffiments. Then I came to the fe- 
pulchre of the faint himfelf, which u 
clofely locked up with a wooden door, 
through which I went firff into a fmall 
vault, where flood a coffin ; and from 
thence I pafled forwards into a pretty 
apartment enough, which receives light 
from three fides above, and is covered with 
carpets, ftriped fluffs, and mats : here I 
was obliged, in order not to daub the fur- 
niture, to pull off my (hoes. From thence 
I pafled through a little door on the right 
hand of the firft vault, into three feveral 
apartments ; in the firff whereof were 
three coffins ; five in the fecund, which 
lies on the right; and, in the center of 
the third, which lies on the left, the 
coffin of the faint himfelf, which was co- 
vered with a large, green cloth, in the 
nature of a pall. The portals of this 
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edifice are tbreefcore foot high, or there- 
abouts, and feveral fathom deep. I went 
up by twelve deps, each of one done. 
The top is not vaulted, and the wall, in 
regard to its upper part, bears the refem- 
blance of a fortrefs, having a kind of 
Gucrite at each angle. This ftrudture to 
the right is forty paces in length, and one 
and thirty in breadth. Over this monu- 
ment, there is a (mail aperture, covered 
with a done, and over the gate, there are 
divers infciiptions in the charaflers made 
ufe of by the (c) Arabs, hewn out of the 
done, and others traced out in black 
upon the white walls. 

At about the didance of twenty paces 
from this monument I went down fifteen 
fteps that were vaulted, and after that, 
down ten others, contiguous thereto, tho’ 
thefe lafl were not vaulted j from whence 
I went into a fubterraneous cavern, which 
is thirty three paces long, and nine broad, 
and not only vaulted from one end to the 
other, but is thirty foot high and upvtards. 
The dones belonging to this vault are 
fine, large, and artfully enough cemented; 
but the plafter with which they were once 
covered, by dint of time, was almoft all 
fallen down to the ground. I imagine 
this fubterraneous cavern was formerly in- 
tended for a Refervoir, or ciftern, to hold 
water in ; and whenever it rains hard, the 
water comes in flill, by a fubterraneous 
canal, which proceeds from the adjacent 
mountains, and runs thro' a proper hole 
made for that purpofc in the fecond dep. 
This fubterraneous . vault has at top, two 
vents or apertures, through which it re- 
ceives forne degree of light. At the en- 
trance of this drudture, there is a done- 
wall, and at the diftancc of about twenty 
paces from it, there are twenty ftone- 
troughs, which are appropriated to the 
watering of cattle. They are all put to- 
gether, and each of them confids of one 
done only, which is three foot and an half 
in length, and in breadth, two and an half, 
or fomewhat better. Here are alfo feve- 
ral open wells, not only in the village, but 
in all the parts adjacent ; many of them, 
however, are flopped up at their apertures. 


’Tis highly probable, that, in former times, 
they were made ufe of as aqucdu&s ; and 
we may very reafonably form that con- 
jedture, becaufe feveral of them do adtu- 
ally convey water under-ground, in order 
to be kept in thefe fubterraneous caverns. 
This was a common pradtice amongd the 
antients 5 and I have feen the fame things 
at (d) Alexandria myfelf, and in the parts 
adjacent to the city of ( e ) Naples. The 
natives of (f) Media, likewife preferved 
their water after the fame manner. Tire 
Perfians (g) were highly delighted to fee 
with what accuracy and attention I fur- 
veyed every place ; I then returned my 
thanks to the courteous drangcr, to whofe 
care this monument was entruded, and 
begged the favour of him to fend fome 
proper perfon along with me, in order to 
take a furvey of the other : This re- 
qued, he very readily granted, with all 
the good-manners and courtefy imaginable. 
In our paffage thither, we rode over a 
mountain j but when we came to the 
eadward, we were under a neceflity of de- 
mounting by reafon of its prodigious de- 
clivity j for we were frequently obliged to 
hold fad by the rocks, for fear of falling. 

It is on this declivity, that the mo- 
nument, or fepulchral vault of Tiribbaba, 
now dands. There we went down three 
deps into a fquare, of the fame breadth 
with the edifice, which is no lefs than 
twenty eight foot in front, and looks upon 
the very deeped part of the mountain. 
The frontifpiece of this building, is 
perfe&ly beautiful, and confids of large 
polilhed dones. There are three feveral 
windows, which penetrate into the wall, 
about three palms : that on the left i$ 
glazed in the middle, and has a done-lat- 
tice, which is all of one piece, at ljad to 
outward appearance. To this, there are 
fadened feveral parti-colourcd flips, or 
pieces of garments, like thofe above-men- 
tioned. That window which is on the 
right-hand, confids of large dones, which 
are four palms and a half in breadth, and 
eight in height. After this, we went 
up three deps, in order to get to the por- 
tal, which is clofe (hut with a wooden 
2 gate. 
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wnr»» fquare apartment, with commodious 
nitchcs on each fide, and a fmall dome. 

Below, it is not much above the extent 
of five foot from one fide to the other. 
The wall, as we went in on the right- 
hand, adually joins to the rock. On the 
left hand we went up three fieps, one of 
which only is higher than the other two ; 
by thefe we went up into' an apartment, 
fourteen feet in length, and ten in breadth, 
with a vaulted roof about fix and thirty 
foot high. Juft over againft the door, 
there is a flight of fifteen fieps ; the firft 
of which is high, the fecond broad ; and 
the reft, for the raoft part, confifting of 
one ftone only, and about thirteen inches 
thick. This flight of fteps is two foot and 
an half in breadth, and leads up to an 
apartment, cmbellifhcd with eight feveral 
nitches, a large window in front, and a 
wooden lattice, with a dome over head : 
this room has three doors to it, and the 
floor is covered with mats. On the right- 
hand there are likewife two apertures, or 
[ openings ; one whereof is a large nitch, 
ftiut in by a kind of window, compofed 
of wrought ftone; and that other on the 
left of this, fhuts with a well- wrought 
folding door, which is but four foot high, 
however, and two foot broad ; infomuch, 
that a man muff ftoop to enter in. 
There is here likewife a fmall grot which 
is hewn out of the rock, againft which 
this fepulchral vault is ereefted ; and in one 
corner, againft the fame rock, there is a 
fmall ftone balluftradc, in a femicircular 
form, of which the other half naturally 
comes out. This is the place where the 
faint is repofed upon his knees, according 
to their cuftom : this is what they tell us 
thcmfelves ; with this addition, that he is 
covered with a white veil, drefied in grey, 
and in that pofture to which he was mod 
naturally accuftomed in his life time, 
without the leaft alteration. This was an 
ad of indulgence procured for him from 
heaven by faint Ibrahim, who was his dif- 
ciple. This apartment from fide to fide 
is fourteen foot fquare, and is richly em- 
bellifhed, having two fmall pillars on one 
fide of each nitch to the right and left, 
with a ftep that is raifed about two foot. 


This, which is before the window in the 1703 
front, is three foot deep, or thereabouts ; ^ 

and That where the faint is at reft, is fome- 
what more : the vault is much about one 
and twenty foot high. From thence we 
went up a flight of twelve fteps, into 
another fmall apartment on the left-hand; 
and, on the right-hand, there are four or 
five decayed fteps, and fo fmall a door, 
that a man muft crawl upon his belly, if 
he would get to the top of the building, 
which is covered with a lofty dome, 
around which one may go through three 
feveral paflages amongft the rocks. The 
firft is two foot and an half, the fecond 
two foot, and one before, where there h 
an aperture to the front. We then de- 
fended the mountain by a more com- 
modious path than the firft ; and we went 
up another rifing ground, direflly oppo- 
fite to the firft, in order to fee the other 
monument, but we were difappointed ; 
for we met with nothing there but a bare 
wall/without the leaft footfteps or traces 
of any tomb or tombs, from whence that 
place derives its appellation. Jt is cncom- 
pafied with a wretched fquare wall, 
from whence wc had a fight of that fine 
monument, which we have been descri- 
bing; and of which the reader will find 
a reprefentation in the fubfequent plate. 

On that fide which I came by, I perceived 
there were feveral grottos, hewn out of 
the rock. 

About four o’clock in the afternoon I 
went from Pyrmaraes, and it was much 
about eight, when I arrived at Samachi. 

The Armenians the very next day enter- 
tained me in one of their gardens, which 
lay out of the city ; where they dreft their 
provifion amongft the trees, of which 
there were divers forts ; and, amongft the 
reft, fome willows of a very extraordinary 
fize, quince-trees, mulberry-trees, and 
others, to which we were ftrangers, and 
of which I ftiall take the opportunity to 
give a particular account in a more pro- 
per place. 

As we were upon our return, the Ar- 
menians began to fing and divert thcm- 
felves by the way, according to the cuftotn 
of their native country, and even to drink 
bumpers to the beat of a drum ; after 
M m m which, 
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which, they went to vifit fome of their 
friends and acquaintance in the caravan- 
ferai, or inn, infomuch, that they made it 
very late before they went home. 

Now it happened, that four Armenians, 
who had all this time been left to take 
care of the houfes, were all murdered in 
their deep, by fome Perfians. Upon this, 
two Armenians, belonging to our caravan- 
ferai, made their complaints of this bar- 
barous and inhuman a&ion to a Perfian 
lord, who made them a folemn promife, 
that the blood-thrifty villains fhould be 
puniftied according ’to their demerits, 
if happily they fhould ever be detect- 
ed. 

On the twenty-fixth, there was a re- 
view of fome Perfian horfe, in the fpacious 
court of the Khan’s palace. This review 
had been made in part the evening before ; 
and the reft was deferred to the next 
day. 

This exercife was performed by three 
hundred troopers at a time, all complete- 
ly accoutred, as in the field of battle. 
Some had not only lances, but bows and 
arrows ; others had fire-arms ; and others 
again had bows and arrows only. Thefe 
laft, indeed, had canes with a large button 
at the point, which they manage with 
furprizing dexterity and addrefs. Under 
their veftments they had coats of mail and 
brafiets > and little caps, or morions, as they 
call them, on their heads ; with mafks, or 
vizors. All of them were perfectly well- 
dreft, according to the Perfian mode ; 
but more particularly the officers, whofe 
vefts were of gold or filver brocade. Some 
of thefe gentlemen had fix or feven fump- 
ter-horfes j and there were private perfons 
that had one ; befides one, that the fervant 
rode upon, who led him, and another 
fervant that attended on foot. The 
Khan was feated at one end of the court, 
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upon an eminence, or feat higher than the 
left, and the horfe were in fmall divifions, 
at the other, in expectation to be called 
by name; upon which they advanced, 
upon the gallop, by two and two ; fome- 
times three and three ; and fometimes four, 
up to the kind of throne whereon the 
Khan was feated ; and after they had been 
enrolled, they immediately filed off ano- 
ther way : as foon as the review was over, 
the trumpets founded a retreat ; and this 
was all done within the compafs of two 
hours, and.doubtlefs, it was a (hew, that was 
well worth feeing. Moft of them went thio’ 
feveral motions, or parts of their exercife, 
with a very peculiar grace j tho’ there 
were fome few, indeed, who were not 
altogether fo exaCt, and fo adroit as the 
others, either through want of experience 
in themfelves, or through fome deficiency 
in their horfes. As to thofe who acquitted 
themfelves with moft; honour and credit j 
they were all rewarded with fome certain 
military prize, in the prefence of the chief 
lords of the country, who waited upon the 
Khan* and in the prefence likewife of 
whole crouds of fpeClators. 

The pay of thefe troops is very con- 
fiderable, and particularly that of tHfc 
officers. Each private trooper has annu- 
ally five or fix hundred florins ; and their 
pay is augmented in proportion to their 
merit, in times of public aClion : they have, 
moreover, frequently very handfome pre- 
fents made them. The fons likewife of 
thefe cavaliers, have a certain penfion, as 
fuch j but then indeed, they are indifpen- 
fably obliged to furnifh a man at their 
own expence, in times of war, in cafe they 
happen to be under age. 

At this grand review there were feveral 
children on horfeback that were under 
eight years of age j with an attendant on 
the fide of them. 
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Occajional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 

(a) Armenia, fee p. 198. n.£. ( 7 / Naples, Ice \\ 216. n. p. 

( b ) Turky, fee p. 203. n. e, (f) Media, fee p. 214. n. e. 

(c) Arabs, fee p. 203. n .a. (g) Periia, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

(d) Alexandria, fee p, 35. n. d . 
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CHAP. XXXIV. . 

The Author departs from Samachi. A fuccinSl Account of the Courfe " 
of the River (a) Kur, otherwife called Cur or Cyrus, and the (b) 
Araxes, or Arras. The Methods made ufe of for the Windinv 
of Silk. And lajlly, the Author arrives at ( c ) Ardevil, or 
Ardebil. 


The author that day, I took my leave, in or- 

from'sLru- vJ der to join the caravan, left it 
tllJ ‘ fliould be fet forwards before I got to it. 
My fellow-traveller, one Jacob John de 
David, took another road, indeed, in order 
to call at fome trading towns, where he 
Jjad fome affairs to fettle, and my two o- 
ther companions, who were natives of 
(d) Armenia, promifed to follow me very 
fhortly. 

In the mountains which lay fouthward 
to the town, I met with fome grounds, 
that were very fertile ; as alfo with fome 
fprings, and a few cottages, or houfes ; and 
by fun-fet I came up with the caravan 
which was fet out before me, at fome 
fmall diftance from the village called 
Nogdi. On the next day, in order to 
take an airing, I went upon the very top of 
a high mountain, from whence I defend- 
ed into a fine, fpacious plain, which we 
were to crofs over ; and I obferved, that at 
the foot of the mountain, there were feve- 
ral little fprings of water, as clear as cryftal. 
In the evening, one of the guides belong- 
ing to the caravan, came to us, to let us 
know, that they fhould be moving by break 
of day the next morning. In our paflage 
over the mountains, I faw, at a village 


called Langelus, what I had never feen 
before, not only fome pomegranate-trees, 
but^ther fruit-trees, and a vine, which was 
perfectly loaded with grapes ; the fletn 
whereof was both fhort and thick, and not 
much above an ell, in height from the 
ground ; a circumftance that I had never 
obferved before in all my travels. There 
likewifel law a plant that was in bloftom, 
from the roots whereof there proceeded 
filaments, or (hoots, of at lead a fathom in 
length; and which (hctchcd along the fur- 
face ; the fruit of it at that time was per- 
fectly green, and rcfembled our little 
cucumbers. The colour of it, when it is 
ripe, and in its full pcrfc&ion, is a deep 
purple without, and within a vermilion red. 
A great number of them grew upon one 
plant. I made a drawing of one of them, 
that was loaded with its fruit ; which by 
fome of the natives of (e) Turky is called 
Tje-beer, and by others again, Kou- 

rack. In the plate hereto annexed, 

the reader will find it diftinguiflied by the 
letter (A.) 

I found, in the fame place, another fort 
of plant, the fruit whereof was red, and had 
fmall cods, or bladders. It grew much af- 
ter the fame manner as the former, with 

great 
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great numbers on one plant, which was, 
however, a foot and ah half higher, if not 
more. This fruit is diftinguilhed there 
by the name of Doofsjandcrnage, and is 
of the fame fize as thofe which are dif- 
tinguilhed in the plate beforementioned 
by the letter B. 

When we had travelled over the moun- 
tains of (f) Derbent, we defeended into 
the fine plain, as above mentioned, which 
extends farther than the eye can reach; 
we found it all, however, perfedlly parch- 
ed up, by the intenfc hpat of the fun, and 
the long preceding droughts. This defert 
plain is, by the inhabitants of the country 
diftinguilhed by the name of Kraegh. 

No fooncr had we advanced to the end 
of the mountains, but we had a diftant, 
though imperfect view of the river Kur 
or Cur. About ten in the morning, after 
we had made a progrefs of about two 
leagues and a half, we halted upon the 
plain, where we ftayed, not only all that 
day, but the next likewife j and on S»oth 
the weather proved very favourable and 
fair. There we met with Turks and ( g ) 
Arabians in huts, or cabbins, built with 
ftraw, who, in a friendly manner enough, 
Supplied us with milk, melons, and fuch 
like provifions ; but as there was no fuch 
thing as wood to be met with, we were 
reduced to the necefiity of drefiing our 
vi&uals by fuch fires as the dung of our 
camels would afford us. It is cuftomary 
to halt in all fuch places where the beft 
pafture can be procured for the cattle we 
have in our train. The moll mortifying 
circumflance, however, is, that there is no 
water to be found, but what is moll mi- 
ferably foul; infomuch, that it mull be 
left for fome confiderable time to fettle ; 
perhaps an hour or two at lcaft, if not 
more, which is a very melancholy cafe, 
when, in the midft of fuch fultry fun- 
beams, one is ready to perifh with thirft ; 
nor is it practicable to take a fufficicnt 
quantity along with one, on account of 
the prodigious number of bales, with 
which a caravan is for the generality en- 
cumbered; fo that in fuch a cafe as ours, 
we were obliged to make a virtue of ne- 


ccfihy, and accept of an immediate fup- 
ply of curdled milk, which thofe Tuiks 
and Arabians call Touvert, and put into 
a cloth-bag, through which the Whey 
immediately runs off. After that, in or- 
der to quench their thirft', they put water 
to their curds, which amongft the Turks 
is a common and almoft daily pradliee ; 
fo that a man in diflrefs is furnHhed at 
once both with meat and, drink. It is 
kept with all the cafe imaginable, and 
when mingled with a proper quantity of 
fugar, is palatable enough, and ferves in- 
ftead of cream. We did not get out of 
this large plain till the 30th inftant in the 
evening ; at which time yve travelled to 
the fouthward, and traverfed the plain. 
There we met with another caravan, and 
fome Turks in their huts or cabins. By 
break of day we reached the village called 
Sgawad, which lies to the weftward of 
the Kur, on a rifing ground, on the banks 
whereof we thought proper to halt. This 
place, though a village only, is very ex- 
tenfive, and contains in it an almoft count- 
lefs number of delightful gardens, which 
abound with white rpulberry- trees and 
melons. On the next day, I went about 
half a league to the conflux of the Kur 
and the Araxes, two noted rivers, which 
are at this day diftinguilhed by the names 
of the Cyrus and the Arras. 

I obferved, that here the Arras pro- 
ceeded from the South, from whence it 
derives its fource or fountain-head, in the 
mountains of Algeron, and the Cyrus from 
the North of Tilvies, where it runs by 
the fide of the town that bears that name. 
When thefe two famous rivers have once 
united their waters together, they roll 
away towards the north-eaft, beyond Sga- 
wad ; and from thence they continue their 
courfe Eaft, and run in a meandring 
paflage till they empty their waters, or 
lofe themfelves in the (h) Cafpian fea. 
As for the reft, ’tis no eafy talk to find 
out their various windings. I made a 
draught, in the beft manner I could, of 
the place where thefe two rivers join, as 
the reader will fee in the plate, No. 45. 
hereto annexed ; in which place they part 
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1703 the country of Mogan from that of (i) 
Vy-' Media, otherwife called Shirwan. The 
Arras, or Araxes, is diftinguifhed by the 
letter A > the Cyrus, or Kur, by the let- 
ter B j and the place where their ftreams 
are united by the letter C. 

We fcnt our bales over to the other fide 
in feveral boats, to the village at which 
we had halted ; and our horfes and 
camels twain over, which took us up two 
days time to accomplifh. As the waters, 
at that time, happened to be very low in 
feveral places, we could clearly difcern 
the bottom, and about the middle, a large 
fand-bank, on one fide whereof, however, 
the water was very deep ; and there, in- 
deed, the camels were forced to fwim 
over them. ’Tis cuftomary here to make 
a bridge of boats, when the waters are at 
their loweft, linked together by a firong, 
fubftantial, iron chain, which, when the 
river fwells and widens, is call off ; but it 
was not then ready. 

There are two or three fmall houfes, 
compofed principally of reeds, on the other 
fide, where the inhabitants are conftantly 
employed in winding off filk. 

Theirman- I went accordingly into them, in order 
winding oft* to gratify my curiofity, and perceived, 
61k- that in the execution of this work, there 
was but one perfon’s aid or afliftance at a 
time required. On the right-hand, as I 
went in, there was a ftove, which was 
heated from without, and wherein there 
was a very capacious kettle or cauldron of 
hot water, juft ready to boil ; in which the 
cods of the worms were laid. The ope- 
rator, or perfon who was employed in wind- 
ing offthe lilk,fat,asl found, upon this ftove, 
on one fide of the cauldron, and frequently 
ftirred the cods with a fmall ftick prepared 
for that purpofe. I obferved likewife in 
this little reed- cottage, a large wheel, of 
about eight or nine palms in circumfe- 
rence, that was fixed between two pofts } 
and this he turned with his foot, as he fat 
on the ftove, much after the lame manner 
as our Europeans turn a fpinning-wheel. 
There were two fticks dire&ly before the 
ftove, with a reed on each of them, round 
which there turned two little pullies, which 
dud the filk from the cods to this 


large wheel. The workman allured me, 1703 
this method, or manner of winding off 
filk is pradifed daily throughout the 
whole kingdom of [k ) Perfia: and it 
muft be allowed, that thole who are ex- 
pert operators do their work with furpri* 
fing difpatch as well as eafe. I obferved, 
however, that the cods were of no great 
bulk. 

I obferved, moreover, that moft of the 
trees hereabouts were young, and their 
Items but Ihort, in order that they may 
have leaves, at all times, upon young 
branches} for the* filk- worms, it feems, 
don’t approve of the leaves that are on. 
old trees. The gardens here are fur- 
rounded with alders and willows, and like 
the houfes, are for the moft part feparated 
from each other, by recd-partitions. Some 
few of them, however, arc divided by par- 
titions compofed of earth j and of thefe, 
there was a whole range along the fide of 
the river. In plate 46 hereto annexed, 
the reader will find a reprefen tation of the 
rivA above-mentioned, and the method, or 
manner in which goods are carried over it. 

I found provifions were exceedingly cheap 
at this place } for a fowl might be pur- 
chafed for two-pence only, a melon for a 
penny, and other viands of the like nature 
in proportion. 

On the firft of September, in the evening, 
a caravan arrived from Tebries, which had 
been fourteen days upon the road ; and 
another the next day from Ardevil or 
Ardebil, which had been ten in theif 
paffage hither. Here I was joined by the 
two merchants I mentioned fome time 
ago, one of whom (as the reader may 
remember) was a native of (l) Armenia, 
and the other by birth a (m) German. 

This laft, who was greatly indifpofed, 
had the misfortune to fall off his horfe 
in the night, and had been left in the 
plain for feveral hours in a very weak 
and fainting condition. I fent feveral 
meffengers oat to find him, if poflible} 
but they returned without being able to 
hear the lead talc or tidings concerning 
him. However, I fent others again on 
the fame errand as foon as it was day } 
and thefe were fo fortunate as to find him, 
Nnn »d 
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1703 and brought him forwards along with 
them ; and as the horfe, which had thus 
* cafually thrown him, -flood as ftill as a 
ftatue by his fide, during the whole time 
that he lay upon the ground, he had the 
additional good fortune of having loft 
nothing ; his fall, however, had enfeebled 
him to that degree, that it was with the 
utmoft difficulty he kept the caravan in 
fight. 

This part of the country, which is low, 
abounds with grafs, that is a foot or two 
high, and this is thebeft andchoiceftpafture 
that can be procured for camels j for when 
they have that, they ftand in need of no 
other. This particular pafture is called 
Poes by the Armenians, but by the Turks 
Voffiaen. Notwithftanding this is fuch 
excellent provender for camels, and is 
tolerably agreeable to cows ; yet no horfe 
will touch one morfel of it. 

The remainder of our effeds, as alio 
our beafts of burthen, croffed the river on 
the third inftant ; but in this paffagg we 
had the misfortune to lofe two of our 
camels. The horfes fwam over, as they 
were held fall with ropes by proper per- 
fons who were croffing in boats. In the 
afternoon we croffcd it ourfclves j and as 
I was now in the country of Mogan, I 
made a fecond draught there of the courfc 
of the river, and the country of Shirwan, 
as the reader will find it in the plate 
No. 47. hereto annexed. 

The village, of which we have been 
fpeaking, is covered with trees to that de- 
gree, that it is a difficult matter to diftin- 
guiffi the houfes. The day following we 
were joined by the two other guides of 
the caravan. In the interim, I went out 
to take a view of the two rivers on this 
fide; but the banks were encumbered 
to that degree with brambles, reeds, and 
other lofty vegetables, that it was above 
an hour before I could reach the Arras ; 
befides, as I had no-body but my fervant 
to attend me in that expedition, we had 
not the good fortune (0 find out a beaten 
path j neither did we meet with any per- 
fon that could diredl us to one : however, 
at laft, we did get a fight of the river, and 


of fome few old, weather-beaten cottages, 170-? 
or huts, which the inhabitants had perfedt- 
ly abandoned. As an additional mortifi- 
cation, we were obftruded by a deep 
ditch ; which obliged us to feek out for 
another way to bring us nearer to the ri- 
ver ; but notwithftanding all our efforts, 
we could not, on account of the height and 
ftcepnefs of the banks, by any means 4 c- 
complilh our Ends. From the fpot, how- 
ever, on which we were, though not fo 
near as we could have wiffied, we had a 
very diftind view of the two rivers ; and 
I obferved that the Arras, or Araxes, came a 
little higher from the fouth-weft, and that it 
was much narrower there than the Kur ; 
for at moll, as well as I could form a 
judgment of the thing, it was not above 
forty or five and forty paces in breadth ; 
whereas, when their ftreams are united, 
they are above one hundred: but more 
particularly, near the village called Sgawad, 
which lies in 39 degrees, 54 minutes of 
northern latitude. Though I imagined I 
ffiould have met with a variety of game 
here ; yet there was none at all as I could 
find. There is abundance of liquorice, 
however, to be met with in this place. Bjt 
funfet, I got fight again of the caravan; and 
by break of day, we began to move after 
the camels, which had been gone fome 
time before. We purfued our journey to 
the fouth-weftward, and left the Arras to 
the right; and having advanced three, 
leagues farther, we halted in a plain, 
where we faw a fmall lake, one part 
whereof goes round a little hill, andextends 
higher up into the country. This place 
is diftinguiffied by the name of Celfan, 
and is not above half a league from that, 
where the Arras turns off to the right. 

When the water which proceeds from 
Arras is very high, great quantities of fiffi, 
but of tortoifes in particular, are to be met !•»«*• 
with in this lake. We took feveral of Tort0 “*‘ i 
thefe laft, both in the water, and on the 
fhore ; fome whereof were at leaft a foot 
in circumference. As foon as the fun 
was fct, we mdved forwards again ; there 
were no lefs than fix hundred camels, and 
three hundred horfes in our caravan. In 

the 
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1703 the night we traverfed a very flat country, 
***** which abounded, with a very lofty plant 
or herb, that was exeeflively bitter, by 
a ven«- the inhabitants called Jaffsian, and of fo 
SHIS poifonous a nature, that if cattle do but 
tm ' fo much as touch it with their mouths, 
it proves inevitably fatal } but peculiar care 
is always taken to prevent them from fo 
fudden a deft rudt ion. Though this muft 
be thought a mortifying circumftance e- 
nough j yet (till there is a worfe j and that 
is, there is not one drop of water to be met 
with for the long ftretch of a twelve hours 
progrefs. We fpent the whole night in 
traverfing this plain j and at break of day, 
we halted at the fide of a rivulet, or 
brook, which proceeds from the Arras to 
the weft, and lofes itfelf, as it runs a lit- 
tle higher up into the country. It was but 
about three years before, that the Khan, 
or governor of that country, who gene- 
rally, during the fummer feafon, refides in 
thefe plains, and in the winter at Ardebil, 
had given orders to have it dug. ’Tis but 
about two leagues diftant from the Arras, 
and but about five or fix feet in breadth. 
The water of it is tolerably good to drink, 
though on account of the fand, it is fomc- 
^hat foul; but it is palatable and fine 
enough, when it has had a proper time to 
fettle. 

On one fide of this brook, there are a 
fmall number of poor houfes and huts, 
made of rufhes, which had been Hand- 
ing for about three years. This place is 
called by the Inhabitants Anhaer; and 
there is not another village near it. Here 
W.itei' I met with a kind of Water-melon, that 
w°ute ind was of fome length j as within very white, 
fwtet ' and exceedingly fweet, and quite different 
from any fruit of that kind which I had 
ever feen in any other country what- 
foever. The feed of it is not black, like 
that of all others, but is of a chefnut co^ 
lour, and very fmall. 

In this place, likewife, I perceived that 
TWir chi- t h ey had a fruit called Chamama, that is, the 

mama, a J . r % . 

j>ieafant breaft of a woman \ becaule it bears a near 
sa,t ‘ refemblance to it, which is not only very 
wholfome but of a fine flavour. Though 
this Chamama is not altogether unlike the 
white Water - melons abovementioned j 


yet ’tis more firm and fubftantial 5 and as 1703 
to its colour and lize, it nearly refemblcs 
a China orange. My fellow - traveller, 
the Armenian, affures me, that they grow 
likewife at Ifpahan, and are deemed there 
a very valuable fruit; infomuch, that gen- 
tlemen and ladies frequently carry them 
in their hands as an odoriferous nofegay. 

Some of them, indeed, are confiderably 
fmaller, and parti-coloured ; that is to fay, 
ftreaked with red, yellow, and green: 
tho’ the feeds of fome of thefe are all fmall 
and white ; yet thofe of others are fmall 
indeed, but perfectly red. It is a very 
agreeable refrcfhment, and there is fuch. 
plenty of them all over the country, that 
the purchafe of one of them will not 
amount to above a penny at mod. There 
are other melons, indeed, ftill cheapei, 
but then they have not that delicious fla- 
vour. 

We proceeded on our journey in the 
evening about an hour before fun-fet, fleer- 
ing our courfe to the fouth eaftward ; and 
at about the diftance of half a league from 
thence we traverfed a fmall river, which 
was about five foot in breadth, and eigh- 
teen inches only in depth. Here, one 
of our horfes, loaded with filk, fell down $ 
but as to the reft of our cattle, they got 
fafe over, without the leaft misfortune at- 
tending them. In the night, we paffed 
over the heath, or plain, called Mokar; 
and on the fcVenth inflant, about two in 
the morning , we entered upon fome 
mountains, the fands whereof were as fo- 
lid, and as firm as gravel. When we had 
travelled till about an hour after fun-fet, 
we halted in a plain, which was encom- 
paffed with hills and mountains, fituate on 
the banks of a river, whofc water was per- 
fectly fine, and clear almoft as chryftal, by 
the inhabitants called Bafcharatfhei, or 
Balaru, whofe fountain head, or fource, lies 
in the country of Tabs, and from thence 
runs till it empties its waters into the Caf- 
pian. Sea. At prefent, however, it can- 
not boaft of its plenty of water, as it is 
fuppliCd by two fprings only from the 
mountains. The country all round about 
bears the fame name as the river. There 
had been no caravans, for fome confidera- 
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bletime before, that had taken that road, rounded with high-lands, and watered by W 

on account of the numerous gangs of the river laft above-mentioned. As we 

Free- hooters, which infefled thofe parts: 


the Khan’s fon, however, offering the 
king, upon pain of death, to extirpate 
thofe audacious robbers, in cafe his ma- 
jefty would be pleafed to confer on him 
his father’s government, that prince lent 
a liftening ear to his propofition ; upon 
which, the Khan was eftablifhed accord- 
ingly, and acquitted himfelf of the obli- 
gation he lay under to all intents and pur- 
pofes ; for he cut them all off, both root 
and branch; (hewing po indulgence even 
to women, or children, infomuch, that 
the paffage at prefent is attended with no 
manner of danger. 

On the eighth, about an hour before 
break of day, we began to move forwards ; 
and at three in the morning we arrived 
on a plain, that lay beyond the mountains, 
and at but a fmall diftance from the vil- 
lage called Sigomoerat, which confided 
only of about ten or a dozen huts, or cab- 
bins, made of ru flies ; there we halted, 
in order to wait for two of our camels 
that had accidentally gone affray. In the 
morning, we met with feveral Peafants, 
who were natives of Perfia, together with 
their wives, children, and cattle. Thefe 
people, during the winter-feafon, refide 
in the mountains, but in the plains for 
the remaining part of the year : thefe 
Peafants had brought us down forage the 
day before from the mountains, which 
were green, to all outward appearance; 
though they were rather fandy than rocky. 
In the night, there fell a heavy fhower of 
rain, and that impetuous torrent was at- 
tended with tremendous claps of thunder. 
Two Armenians and myfelf proceeded on 
our journey at leaff three hours before day- 
break, tho’ the night was fo exceedingly 
dark, that we could fcarcely fee the 
ground before us ; but finding, contrary 
to our expectation, that the caravan did 
not follow us, we thought if expedient to 
return,, and wait with it till day-light 
fliould appear. As foon, however, as it 
was dawn of day, we proceeded on our 
journey to the village called Harlan ; on 
one fide whereof we halted in a plain, fur- 


were exceflivcly wet, we would fain have 
dried ourfelves in the village ; but as wc 
found the cabbins, or huts, to be in a very 
poor, ruinous condition, we chofe rather 
to repair to our own tents again for that 
purpofe ; notwithftanding there are a great 
number of thofe wretched houfes in the 
village, and all, likewife, under the fhelter 
of feveral wide- fpreading trees. So heavy, 
in fhort, was the rain, all that night, that 
our bales, which before were (landing on 
the ground, were now floating on the wa- 
ter. As the weather continued fo bad as 
to prevent our moving forward on our 
journey, we returned once more to the 
village ; but then we were forced to change 
our quarters twice, on account of our not 
finding a proper (belter from the rain; 
which poured down from thofe large aper- 
tures, which moft of thofe cabbins have 
at top for inlets to the light. In a word, 
we were reduced to the neceffity of drying 
our commodities by a fire, made of the 
dung of cows and camels. 

On the eleventh inftant, however, the 
weather began to favour us ; and then we 
fent out our camels before us in the even*' 
ing, and about three hours before day- 
break we followed them with the wea- 
ther ferene enough, and with a glimpfe of 
light, though we could not difeern either 
moon or ffar. About half an hour af- 
terwards we traverfed the fmall river call- 
ed Barfand ; and in the progrefs of one 
hour only, we were obliged to crofs it 
at leaff ten times over. After that we tra- 
velled over feveral very high mountains, 
which were covered with fnow, where 
we found the weather exceflivcly bleak 
and cold ; notwithffanding there fell, at 
the fame time, a kind of miff or drizzling 
rain. . The next day, we reached the plains 
that lie near the village called Noeraloe, 
which confifts bur of a few (haggling 
huts and tents of the ( n j Tartars. There 
w.e purchafed feveral Very fine fowls for 
three- penci apiece, and eggs ior a penny 
the dozen. There likewife \\e procured 
jfome very good milk and butter. When 
we had advanced about half a league 
from thence, we halted between the 


moun- 
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1703 mountains, in a fine flat, on the banks 
of the little river called Siloof, the wa- 
ters whereof are very palatable, and ex- 
tcedingly clear. The hills and mountains 
there are likewife very pleafant, and a- 
bound with villages. About noon, the 
weather began to be fair; the fun had 
difperfed the clouds; and at midnight, 
we proceeded once more on our journey 
over hill and dale, with a fine moon-light, 
almoft as bright as day. The next morning 
we halted on a kind of riling ground, at 
about five leagaes diftance from the place 
where we had fpent the night, and at the 
diftance of about two leagues from Arde- 
vil, where we had the profpedt of feveral 
high mountains, which were covered with 
fnow. About nine o’clock at night, as 
we were favoured with a fine moon-light, 

Occafional Remarks on 

(a) Cur, Kur, or Cyrus, a river of Afia, 
which rifes in mount Caucafus, and running 
fouth through Georgia, and the province of 
Chirvan in Perfia, unites its waters with the 
river Arras, or Araxes, and continues its courfc 
eaft to the Cafpian Tea. 

1 }) Arras or Araxes. See p. 199. n. r. 

(t) Ardevil, or Ardebil, eaft long. 64. 20. 
lat. 36. fituate thirty miles eaft of Tauris, the 
burying-place of fomc of the Perfian kings. 

(d) Armenia, fee p. 198. n. g. 


we pu (lied forwards. But our good guide, 1703 
the moon, too foon deferted us, and a 
thick fog arofe in her ftcad, which conti- 
nued till the next morning; by which 
misfortune we (haggled out of our way. 

We reached, however, the village called 
Adfgarneloe betimes in the morning j there 
we pafled over a bridge, con fi fling of fix 
arches, under one of which runs the river, 
called Goeroetsjou, that is, the Dry River. 

The caravan halted in this village about 
ten, and we proceeded on our way towards 
the city j where we difmounted at the 
Armenian Caravanfera, or inn. The fog 
continued till the 1 5th in the morning, at * 
which time it difperled ; and as we were 
obliged to make fome confiderable flay at 
Ardevil, I fent to the village for my bag- 
gage* 

the preceding Chapter. 

( e ) Turky, fee p. 203. n. t. 

(fj Derbent, fee p. 198. n. d. 

(g) Arabia, fee p. 208. n. a. 

(b) Cafpian fca, fee p. 60. n. q. 

(i) Media, fee p. 214. n. e. 

(k) Perfia, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

( l) Germany, fee p. 204. n g. 

(m) Tartary, fee p. 18. n. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

A particular Defcription of the pompous and magnificent Maufoleum, 
or funeral Monument of Sefi, King of Perlia. An Account of the 
City) called Ardevil, or Ardebil. Another fumptuous Maufoleum, 
near Kelgeran. The Author Jets out from Ardevil, and arrives at 
Semgael. 


A S I was exceedingly ambitious of 
procuring a fight of the fumptuous 
(a ) maufoleum of Sefi in particular, and 
of feveral other ( 4 ) funeral monuments of 


the kings of Perfia, who lie interred in the Tht pomp . 
city of Ardevil, I (halt amufe my readers 

/_ . / . . / meniof 

with a particular defcription of that mag- 
nificent fepulchre, before I enter upon any 
O 0 0 account 
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1703 account of the city itfelf. Thefe futnp- 
tuous monuments then, are erected near 
the Meydoen, that is, a moderately fpacious 
Square, fo called by the inhabitants. The 
entrance into it is very wide, and erefted 
in a very elegant manner, all vaulted over 
head, and the Hones painted in a variety 
of colours. We went in by a large 
wooden-gate, and then came direftly into 
a curious, long gallery; on the top of the 
walls whereof arc divers niches, very ac- 
curately painted with blue, green, yellow, 
and white. At the farther end of this 
long, fpacious gallery, we came to a door, 

' that was plated over with filver, which, as 
foon as opened, admitted us into a grand, 
magnificent apartment, on the right-hand 
whereof there is a pompous falon, or hall, 
with a dome over head, without any co- 
lumns, or pillars to fupport it, fomewhat 
refembling that of the (b) Rotunda at 
( c) Rome, though not, indeed, of equal 
extent. The floor of this falon, which is 
diredly oppofite to the library and the 
chappel, is covered with fine carpets; 
and on the left-hand, over againft the en- 
trance to the dome, there is another very 
lofty apartment with large, glafs-win- 
u dows. From thence we moved forwards 

m.n.- through another door, plated over with fil- 

ver, and came into a court which was nearly 
quadrangular, and the wall thereof no lefs 
than eighteen foot in height. On every 
fide there were three niches, each painted 
with a variety of very lively colours, 
embellilhed with foliages in fculpture, or 
carved work. On the right-hand of us, 
there were fcveral funeral monuments 
with raifed coffins in them ; fome where- 
of, in particular, were very curioufly de- 
corated j and others again, on the left of 
us, which were feparated by a flight wall 
againft that of Sefi ; where, (as we were 
informed) lie the remains, or afhes of divers 
illuftrious princes, defeendants from the 
royal families of that country. There is one 
apartment, on the right, and another on the 
left of the above-mentioned court, each of 
which is raifed three foot above the ground, 
and vaulted over head, in the form of a dome. 

In the front, they are parted by a wooden 
baluftradc towards the court, in one of the 


corners whereof, bn the left-hand, there 1 703 
is a folding-door, which is not only plated 
over with filver, but has a chain, likewifc, 
belonging to it ajl of maffy filver. Here we 
were obliged to put off our (hoes, before we 
prefumed to enter in, or touch the ground- 
fil, which is compofed of white-marble* 

All the other apartments have white- 
marble ground-fils, likewife; but then* 
they are covered with mats. Here we 
met with a confiderable number of Per- 
fians, who were feated on ftone-bcnches, 
both to the right-hand, and the left ; for 
to thefe, it feems, is committed the whole 
truft and care of this fupcrb-fepulchre; 
and to thefe, likewifc, we were obliged to 
give an acknowledgement, in cafe we were 
inclined to proceed any farther : Thefe 
attendants are not only fo frank, and inge- 
nuous, in cafe you are too fparing and par- 
fimonious, in your ads of benevolence, as 
to let you know their fentiments, in very 
intelligible terms ; but are apt to turn the 
tables upon you, and make an exorbitant 
demand of five, or fix times the fum. 
However, when they find they have dif- 
gufted their vifitants fo far, as to provoke 
them to put their Ihoes on their feet again, 
in order to return ; then they begin toT^e 
more humble, and willing to fubmit the 
gratuity to their own option. When we 
had been admitted through this door, we 
came into a fmall place, that was vaulted 
in the manner of an half-dome: from 
thence, on the right-hand, we went 
through another door, which was em- 
bellilhed with a baluftrade of gold, or at 
leaft, of filver, richly gilt, and came into 
a very ftately and folemn apartment, in 
which there were, at proper diftanccs, 
fixed fuch a number of gold, and filver 
lamps, all burning, each of an ell at leaft 
in circumference, that there was no pof- 
fibility of counting them. Here the floor 
was covered with rich carpets; and both 
on the right-hand and left, there were 
abundance of fmall reading-delks, with 
books, as large as our ufual church Com- 
mon-prayer-books upon them. This a- 
partment is two and fifty-foot in length 
but in breadth, indeed, but thirty-four! 

The maufoleum of Sefi Hands confpicuous 

at 
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at the upper-end of this grand room, and 
is raifed on three fteps above the floor j and 
the chandelier, or lamp that hangs over 
it, is all of the mod refiner), folid gold, 
and of an amazing circumference. Be- 
yond this, we faw a baluftrade, all of fo- 
lid gold likewife, raifed on one fingle ftep 
only, which, tho* not above an inch in 
thicknefs, is at lead fix feet and nine 
inches in length (exclufive of the fronton 
of the door) and near ten feet in height. 
This was a folding-door, through which 
we went into a fmall circular chappel, in 
the center whereof, flood the fuperb mo- 
nument of Sefi, compofed of marble, co- 
vered over with a grand, pompous pall, all 
of gold brocade, and crowned with a large 
gold vafe at each corner. In this chappel, 
likewife, there are almoft an infinite num- 
ber of lamps ; fome made of filvei 1 , and 
others of gold. This fepulchral monu- 
ment is three foot high, nine foot long, and 
four foot broad. 

Before this, flood two other tombs, one 
whereof was of an infant : and two be- 
hind it ; that is to fay, five in all j namely, 
that of Sefi himfelf ; that of his fon Fe- 
djedin ; that of king Tzenid, and a fon 
of Fedredin, named Soltan Arder, who 
was flead alive by the (e) Turks) another 
of a fon of king Tzenid ; and that of king 
Aider. The lamps that are thus fixed all 
round thefe feveral fepulchral tombs, are 
lit up every night ; befides two large 
tapers, which are put into two large 
candlefticks, each of folid gold. DiredUy 
over the tomb of Sefi there is a fmall 
dome, covered over with gold, and on one 
fide of it, another, which is incruftated 
with purple and green ftones, all accurate- 
ly glazed. Tho’ fome travellers have pe- 
remptorily aflerted, in their accounts of 
this place, that no layman, not fo much 
as the king himfelf, is permitted to enter 
in at the golden door, in order to fee this 
monument of Sefi; yet, I know the con- 
trary by experience. I muft confefs, I 
only juft ftept in, without prefuming to 
go too far, being fully convinced of the 
profound veneration they have for that 


facred fpot. Every ftep we made forwards, 
we found, required a fee, tho’ we had 
paid pretty roundly at our firft admifiion. 
We were forced to put our hands, in (hort, 
into our purfes at every new door. To do 
them juftice, however, the attendants are 
very courteous, and communicative enough} 
they will anfwer as many queftions, as ever 
you (hall think proper to propofe : and, 
fo far were they from hurrying us, that 
they feemed highly delighted to find, that 
I pryed into every corner, and was fo re- 
markably attentive.to each individual cu- 
riofity that they (hewed md. 

At the entrance into this magnificent 
apartment, we found, that on the left- 
hand fide, there were feveral fmall apart- 
ments, all faft locked up, wherein, as 
we were informed, there were divers 
other royal monuments Inclofed} and 
(amottgft thofe of many other kings and 
queens) is that of king Ifhmael, the fon 
of Aidel ; that of king Tamar, the fon 
of Iftimael ; that of king Ifhmael, the fe- 
cond, the fon of Tamar } that of king 
Mohammed Khodebend, the fon of Ifh- 
macl } that of Ifhmael Mirfa ; that of 
Hemfa MifTa, and of the brothers of 
king Abbas, the fon of Khodebend. Thefe 
laft mentioned monuments, it feems, have 
no decorations to ftrike the eye of any cu- 
rious fpedtator. 

As we went out of the grand fulon, or 
hall, we turned on the right-hand into a 
pafiage that leads to the Kitchin, the door 
whereof, is, likewife, plated with filver. 
The kitchen itfelf, however, tho’ very 
fpacious, is by no means correfpondcnt 
with the grandeur of its door. In the 
center of it there are two large wells; 
and in the wall, which is lofty enough, 
there are feveral nooks, or niches, for the 
reception of pots and kettles, and a great 
number of ftores beneath. This is the 
place fet apart for drefling the viduals 
of all fuch as are attendants, and entrufled 
with the care of the above deferibed fc- 
pulchre. Here, likewife, they diftributc 
what they call Peloe every night to fome 
hundreds of poor people. 

My 
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Mycuriofity being thus fully gratified, I 
went b.ick to the Meydoen, in order to 
take a furvey of his majerty’s gardens, 
each of which is feparated from the other, 
by a wall, erected for that purpofe, on one 
fide of the fcpulchral vaults above- men* 
tioned. King Sefi formerly made that 
particular fpot, it feems, his favourite 
place of abode, in a once pompous, and 
fuperb edifice, built all with ftone, tho’ 
at prefent, indeed, it is reduced to a heap 
of rubbifh. There are here, however, 
not only two apartments dill fubfifting, 
with commodious chimneys in each, where- 
in fome of the attendants peremptorily in- 
fill, that they were formerly part of the 
royal chamber, fet apart for his majefty’s 
own private ufe ; but alfo fome few others, 
and a fmall bagnio, or bath, but void of 
all decorations. 

The firft garden, which is of fome con- 
fiderable extent, is very irregular, and tho’ 
fhamcfully neglefted, it is plentifully ftored 
with a great variety of fruits. However, 
there are no flowers, no plants to be met 
with, that deferve the lead attention of 
the curious fpedator: In various places, 
it is watered by feveral little fprings, which 
run acrofs it, both here and there. 

As to the fecond garden, there is no 
ftru&ure at all in it ; neither is it fo fpa- 
cious as the former. The trees, however, 
in this, are much more lofty than thofe 
in the firft. In a word, both are fo little 
worthy of a ftranger’s notice, that he 
could never form an idea of fo mean a 
fpot of ground being once a royal garden. 

From thence, we wentdireflly to amufe 
ourfelves with our filhing-rods, in a fmall 
river that runs gently along from the ad- 
jacent mountains. There we met with an 
aqueduft, or conduit, for a commodious 
conveyance of a fufficient quantity of wa- 
ter to the palace. This aqueduct was com- 
pofed of earth, and raifed only fome few feet 
from the ground. On the top, there was a 
gutter for the water to flow down ; and 
below, through a kind of re fervoir, erected 
on purpofe for the conveyance of it into 
the town; where it ferves for watering 
the gardens as occafion requires. At fome 
diftance from this water-houfe, or refer- 


voir, the ftream falls, like a cafcade, with 
an impetuous torrent, into the fmall 
river juft mentioned, and which rolls 
along through the whole country. Here 
we caught in all but three, or four fmall 
filh only, which I afterwards prefer ved 
in fpirits. 

The day following I fet out on hprfe- 
back, at about half a league’s diftance from 
the town, in order to make a draught of 
the profpedt thereof, as it appeared on that 
fide. I took my ftand accordingly on a 
hill, which was the only commodious 
place, indeed, from whence I could have 
a fatisfadtory view of it ; for .in every other 
part, the trees obflrudled too much my 
fight j and to confefs the truth, even on 
the very fpot which I made choice of, the 
profpedt I had was fomewhat imperfedt. 
Juft at this jundture, a flrower of rain 
began to fall down in fo heavy a manner, 
that I loft my labour, and was obliged to 
make the beft of my way home, without 
making the lead progrefs in my intended 
furvey. 

In my return, I faw a houfe, with a 
water-mill adjoining to it for grinding of 
corn : The water that drives this mill, 
fell from the fummit of the loftieft hiHs 
thereabouts, to the weftward of the town, 
which hills are eternally covered, it feems, 
with fnow, and the water flows down 
through a canal, raifed of earth, for that 
particular purpofe. This water flows, 
torrent-like, below the houfe, and extends 
itfelf over the champaign, flat country, to 
the fouth-caft, where the conduit Hands, 
which I have before- mentioned. Thefe 
houfes, have each a mill beneath, with 
two great mill-ftones, which conftantly 
turn on a piece of hollowed wood, where 
the corn, when ground, runs through a 
wooden pipe under the mill-ftone, and 
the flower comes out on each fide. The 
river runs hard by this houfe, under a 
large, lofty bridge, confiding of five arches ; 
the lower part whereof is paved with 
large ftones. 

We lhall now proceed to amufe our 
readers with an accurate, tho’ compen- 
dious defeription of the city, which the 
inhabitants fometimes diftinguilh by the 

name 
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name of (J) Ardevil, and Ardebil at 
others. 

This city is fituatc on the north of Per- 
il a, and eaft of the province of Sherwan, 
in the antient (g) Media, to the fouth of 
the (h) Cafpian fea, and to the eaft of the 
town of (i) Tauris, orTabris. The build- 
ings here are much more magnificent than 
thofe at ( k ) Samachi, notwithftandingthey 
are compofed of the very fame materials. 
The Bazars here likcwife, are much finer, 
and much more artfully covered. Here, 
however, they have no great dealings in 
gold fluffs, or in diamonds, as fome will 
affert they ufed to do in former times, and 
as they do in other places. Here there 
are great numbers of mofehs, embellifhed 
with domes ; the chief, or moil confi- 
derable of which, is, that called Mu-zyd, 
Mu-zhit, or Maziit Adine, or in plain 
Englifh, their Sunday-Mofch. 

It is fituate on the caft-fidc of the city, 
and within the walls ; and as it is erefted 
on a rifing-ground, it is very confpicuous, 
even at a confiderable diftance. It is di- 
vided into feveral parts, in each of which 
is • performed divine fervice. The prin- 
cipal divifion is moderately large and cir- 
cular, and covered with a dome, which is 
raifed on a circular wall, tho’ fomewhat 
low, which rifes from the body of the 
building, in much the fame form as an 
European fteeple. In the front of this 
mofeh, there is a bafon, or refervoir, which 
is furnifhed with plenty of fuch water as 
falls from the adjacent hills, from whence 
it is conveyed by pipes, which are laid 
under-ground ; and this water proves a 
great refrefhment to great numbers of 
perfons who are religioufly inclined, and 
refort hither to perform their devotions. 
There is not one, however, of all the reft, 
that can (land in any competition with 
this. In this city, likewife, there are fe- 
veral hamans, that is, bagnios, or baths. 
There are feveral ftreets in the town, in- 
deed ; but then, there are only three or 
four of them (where their principal fhops 
ftand) that arc any ways fpacious, or wor- 
thy of notice. As to the houfes here, 
they are all flat at top j and make a (hock- 
ing appearance. There are more cara- 
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vaferas at Samachi than at this place. 1703 
The Indians, however, have three out 
of the fmall number that there arc 
here. 

As to the (l) Chinefe, they have none 
at all j and trade, indeed, droops here 
very much. In divers parts of the town 
there are plenty of lofty alder- trees, and 
lindens} and the river runs on one fide 
of it. All the roads, likewife, leading 
to, and from the town, abound with re- 
gular rows of young trees, which, as they 
had been but lately planted, mull needs, 
in the procefs of a few years, flrike the . 
eye very agreeably, and have a good 
effedt. The mod beautiful part of the 
town is the Meydoen, or lip 1 a re, where 
the fepulchral monument of Sefi Hand., 
as we have ohferved before. There are 
feveral mean, paltry houfes, both to the 
right and left, which are inhabited only 
by a pack of poor, beggarly mechanics. 

Mod of the houfes, however, which are 
not fituate in the Bazars, notwithftanding 
their mean, external appearance, have very 
commodious gardens, abounding with all 
forts of fruit-trees ; and in the fuburbs, 
or out-fkirts of the town, where houfes 
ftand {haggling, and at a confiderable dif- 
tance from each other, there are large 
fpots of ground, that are full of trees. 

From hence it is, that the town may, 
with propriety enough, be faid to be of 
large extent ; and, indeed, much larger 
than Samachi ; tho’ it does not contain 
near the number of houfes. It is fituate 
in the center of a fpacious plain, which 
is at lead, three leagues in extent, com- 
puting from the two extremities, and en- 
compaffed by lofty mountains, the higheft 
of which is diftinguilhed by the name of 
Sevalau, or Sebelahu, and is everlaftingly 
covered with fnow. This mountain (lands 
to the weft, north-weft of the town. 

There is another, called Chilan, which 
(lands to the eaft, or fouth- eaft of the 
town. There is a third at a place called 
Sahand, and a fourth, di(lingui(hed by the 
name of Alvand, which (lands at but a 
fmall diftance from a place, called Hama- 
dan, which is more lofty than either of the 
other three. Thefe are com raonly called 
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the Bi others, on account of the near 
refemblance, which they bear to each 
’ other. 

In the mountains, that Band within a 
very fmall didance from the town, there 
are divers hot baths, which are in great 
repute with the inhabitants of thofe parts. 
One of them is not much above two leagues 
off, and a fecond about three; the others, 
indeed, are at a greater diftance. 

On my fird arrival at this town, I 
could fcarcc walk along the ftreets, 
for the multitude of people that flocked 
'about me; as my Dutch habit proved a 
perfeft novelty to them. The fame in- 
convenience I laboured under, when I took 
my furvey of the fcpulchral monument 
of Sefi ; but there, indeed, the attendants 
were reduced to the neceflity of tiling 
rough means with the mob, that hovered, 
on the fame account, all round about 
me. Neither was I perfectly free from a 
crowd of fpedators, even at the carayan- 
fera where I lodged. And one Perfian, in 
particular, was fo curious, as to offer a 
fmall Ann of money to procure a fight 
of me. 

Notwithftanding I was thus incommod- 
ed, I drew a view of the town, from a 
rifing-ground, near the bridge, which I 
mentioned forne time ago, and which 
ftands on one fide, to the fouth-weH. 
The reader will find a profpeft of it, as 
it is to be feen from without, in the plate 
hereto annexed, and numbered 48. I 
have diftinguilhed the domes of the fe- 
pulchrc of Sefi, by the letter A. There 
are but three of the four to be feen ; that 
which is invifible from that place, as it 
is fmaller and lower, is covered with 
gold. The great mofeh of Adnie is dif- 
tinguilhcd by the letter B, and the letter 
C reprefents the bridge of eight arches, 
which Hands on the river that runs acrofs 
the plain. As the town is furronnded with 
fuch abundance of lofty trees, there is no- 
thing more to be feen. In the plate an- 
nexed (No. 49.) I have given the reader 
an exadt reprefentation of the bridge that 
confiHs of five arches only. 

On the 6th of October I went to the 
village called Kelgeran, ' which is forne- 


what more than half a league to the I 7°3 
northward of the city ; in order to go thi- 
ther, I was obliged to p.ifs by the fcpul- 
chral monument ofScfi, from whence the 
road is full of alder-trees, and lindens, on 
each fide of a little river. This village is 
principally inhabited by the ( m ) Armeni- 
ans, who have two churches here ; but 
both are very fmall, and very dark. 

As I went out of the town, I found 
there was a high-road, which was planted 
with trees on each fide, and led diredlly 
to one of the king’s gardens. This gar- Tllt 

• 1 r 1 U • 1 1 ® gudcni. 

den was lnclofed with a large earth-wall 
only, and feemed to lie in as much dif- 
order, and as much neglefted as thofe 
above deferibed. Notwithfianding this, 
there is plenty of good fruit in it; cfpc- 
cially of apples, pears, and plums ; the 
flowers, indeed, are very ordinary, and 
have no good qualities to recommend them. 
Over-againfi this, there is another garden, 
wherein Hands an edifice, which tho’ run 
to ruin and decay, has various apartments 
in it. At the entrance of this village, I 
faw the fepulchral monument of Seid 
Tzeibrail, the father of Sefi above-named ; 
in which royal dormitory are depofitei, 
likewife, the venerable affes of Seid Sala, A r ^’ 
the father of the before-mentioned Seid 
Tzeibrail, and thofe of his grandfather, 
named Seid Kudbeddin. This monument 
Hands in a garden, furrounded, or inclofcd 
with an earth-wall, and two large folding- 
gates, one in the front, and the other 
backwards. The latter comes out to the 
road; but the former is in the village. 

Again, this royal monument is quadran- 
gular, tolerably lofty, and cafed with 
fmall Hones. There is a round tower on 
the top of it, tho’ but low, which fup- 
ports a verdant dome, inlaid with gold, 
and azure decorations, furmounted with 
golden balls. On each fide of the walls, 
there are fix feveral windows ; the higheft 
whereof are exquifitely well wrought, 
beautifully painted, and embellilhed like 
the dome, and thofe underneath them, 
have each an iron-grate, and fliutters 
to them within. There are three fmall 
cavities below the corn iff, which are em- 
belliffed with a rich variety of colours, 

and 
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1703 and in the centre of the flrudure behind, 
there is a woodcn-gatc, wiih a ftep to it. 
Above this door, likewife, there is a deco- 
ration in the form of a femi-vault, with 
thieelmall windows in it. This door, I 
perceived, was fall locked ; and, that in 
the front is a very fine portal. As I could 
ftc nobody to apply to for admittance, I 
took a draught of it thro’ the crevices of 
the gate, as well as I could, a reprefenta- 
tion whereof the reader will find in plate 
o number 50. In the village, and near the 
front of this ftrudhire, there is a bafon, 
perfectly even with the ground ; which, 
tho’ but fourteen foot long, is fixtecn 
broad There are fix fleps to the door 
of this edifice ; and, in order to go over 
the groundfil of it, I was obliged to pull 
off my fhoes ; in the fame ceremonial 
manner as I had done before at the monu- 
ment of king Sefi ; and mod of the de- 
votees kits the fepulchre, when they pay 
it a vifit. When I was got into the firft 
apartment, which has a curious glafs-win- 
dow above, I found the floor was cover- 
ed with carpets. At a door, diredtly op- 
pofitc to the firfl, I had a view of this' 
fepulchre, which was raifed fix foot high, 
aild flood in the center of a very elegant 
apartment. It was compofed of wood, 
indeed ; but then, as they were pleafed to 
inform me, the enchafings were all of 
folid gold. The pall that is fpread over 
it is of a rich brocade ; and there arc fe- 
veral filver, and golden-lamps, not only 
before, but over the door. Notwitbftand- 
ing, I was not permitted to ftir an inch 
beyond the door, where the monument 
Hands ere&ed; yet, I could fee every 
thing diflindUy, and was as curious as I 
could in making my obfervations. 

. . Whilft I was thus bufily employed in 

An unhap- , • 1 1 

py accident . taking this furvey, my guide, who was an 
Armenian, unfortunately happened to have 
fome angry words with the attendants on 
the place ; and from opprobrious lan- 
guage they came, in fhort, to blows. At 
this quarrel I was greatly concerned, and 
ufed my utmoft endeavours to compromifc 
the matter, and make them friends again, 
if pofliblc j in order to prevent the fatal 
confequences, that fometimes attend the 


like diforders. I knew veiy well, the in- 1703 
habitants of this place v.v e very vindic- 
tivc, as well as proud and iivpeiious ; and 
that the governor of the pruvii.ee had 
fpent no lefs than forty years in bringing 
them under due fubjedtiou ; and before he 
could accomplilh it at lafl, he was re- 
duced to the neceflity of fending foinc 
part of them away to (n) Ifaphan. For- 
merly they were fo headflrong, brutilh, and 
outrageous, that whenever they thought 
proper, they would take even wives away 
from their hufbands by force ; neither 
would they regard whom they iucrihced 
to their rage nod tefeniment, in cafe • 
they met but with the lcafl oppolltion.' 

The merchants thcmfelves, at thit time, 
were not fafe, even in their caravanferas, 
from the injuries and infults of thole f.i- 
vage and untradlable people. The Khan, 
however, at prefent, has found out, it 
feems, ways and means for giving a check 
to their ufual infolence, notwidiftanding 
he l>is no foot-guards, and only about 
three hundred horfe. 

On the fecond inflant, the cfFcdls be- 
longing to the merchants were carried 
to the village, called Adlgacrneloe, 
where the guide of the caravan dwelt, 
who made us lofe, through his contriv- 
ance, or mifeondud, the very fineft part 
of all the feafon. On the ninth, however, 
he determined to fet forwards ; but as 
there had fallen before fuch a prodigious 
quantity of rain, he was under an abfo- 
lute neceflity of poflponing bis departure 
till the twelfth. Whilft I was here, leveral 
Armenian priefts made their applications to 
me for my benevolence and free- gift of what 
I thought proper, towards the creation of 
a church, intended to be dedicated to 
St. John, as foon as finifhed, and which 
workmen were daily forwarding in an 
adjacent village. Accordingly, 1 made them 
a little prefent, which was gratefully enough 
received, and wifhed them all the good 
fuccefs that fo laudable an undertaking 
very juftly deferved. 

On the eleventh, I made the neceflary 
preparations for my departure, after a whole 
month fpent at Ardevil before-mentioned, 
and fent my cargo to the caravan. On the 

twelfth, 



240 


THE TRAVELS OF 


* 7°3 

V^v-^ 


The author 

diverts 

himfclf 

with 

ftootirg. 


twelfth, as I arofe by day-break, I met 
with a great number of Perfians, who, 
as they paffed through the town, were all 
jovial and merry, on account of their fafe 
return from (0) Mecca, where they had 
been a voluntary pilgrimage to the facred 
maufoleum, or dormitory, of their great 
prophet Mohammed. 

There it was, that the caravan began to 
fet out in the afternoon ; and as we faced 
to the fouthward, after we had croffed 
the plain, we got amongft fome mountains, 
from whence we had the fineft profpedt 
imaginable, not only of the city, but of 
all the adjacent villages. Though every 
'thing had a very good eflfed there ; yet 
we were at too great diftance to difcern 
obje&s quite fo diftin&ly as we could have 
wifhed. The caravan halted at a village, 
called Sardale, which is near three leagues 
from the city ; but fuch a fudden fog, or 
mift, arofe upon us, at our entrance on 
the mountains, that we had but a very 
imperfett view of them. The foil <*f the 
lands adjacent to this village, which is of 
a moderate extent, is very fertile, and 
abounds with corn, which we found laid 
up in heaps, on all Tides. 

We fet out from hence, at three in the 
morning, and accompli (hed our paffage over 
the mountains ; and when we were got at 
fome confiderable diftance from them j thofe 
which were the higheft, appeared to the 
eye, as if their tops had touched the very 
clouds. Even there likewife, the foil is 
moderately fertile ; and the pcafants there, 
who are very numerous, were very bufily 
employed in tilling the ground with buf- 
faloes, and oxen. At nine, after having 
paffed through feveral little, inconfiderablc 
villages, we came to that called Koraming, 
which is pretty extenfive, and abounds 
with large heaps of corn. 

There we halted in the plain, by the 
fide of a rivulet, or brook, which runs a- 
crofs it ; and there we efpied a prodigious 
flight of fmall birds j fome fnipcs, and o- 
thcrs thrulhes ; of which I (hot a con- 
fiderable number: I killed likewife two 
fmall young wild ducks. The lands that 
lie all round thefe villages abound with 


fruit-trees, as well as willows and alders. 1705 
Here we waited for fome of our com- Wv>J 
panions, whom we had left behind ; and 
in that interval I made a draught of the 
profpedf, which the reader will find hereto 
annexed in plate 5 1 . P1, 5I ' 

Towards the evening, the fog fell heavy 
upon us again, and fo continued till mid- 
night ; at which time we got amongft the 
mountains, but then, indeed, the moon 
favoured us, and (hone ferenely bright. 

On the fifteenth, in the morning, wc 
came to a village called Fattaba. By 
break of day on the fixteenth, we moved 
forwards among the mountains. My 
two friends, the Armenians, who had 
tarried behind, overtook us, and joined us 
before it was dark ; and on the feventeentb, 
after we had journeyed over feveral rocks, 
we halted among the mountains. That 
day we overtook our camels, which had 
fet out before us ; and at about half a 
league diftance from thence we had a full 
view of the famous mount (p) Taurus, 
by the inhabitants called Cafclufan. 

It extends itfelf a great way up the 1 ' 0U " t 

11 Taurm, 

country, and is diftinguiflied by a great 
variety of names, according to the fevertd 
places which it croffes ; in the foutherr^ 
parts of (q) Afia minor, however, it 
retains its firft and mod proper appella- 
tion. Some hiftorians, indeed, confound 
it with mount (r) Caucafus. Wc began 
to afeend this remarkable mountain by 
three in the morning. We found it pro- 
digioufly fteep, and full of rocks, with 
large fiffures, and fuch precipices, as were 
enough to ftrike the boldeft heart with ter- 
ror. And as the path-way, or road, is 
very narrow, and confequently very danger- 
ous, we were obliged to difmount and 
walk on foot. Though the paffage over 
it, for the generality, is accomplifhed in 
fomewhat lefs than an hour ; yet we were 
two hours at leaft in the completion of 
ours ; as our caravan happened to be more 
numerous than ufual. As we defeended, 
we faw fuch precipices, as mull doubtlefs 
be very (hocking to fuch as travel this 
road in the night-time. When we got 
fafe over this mountain, we came into a 
2 • plain, 
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plain, which we found of a very confidcr- 
able extent, and which we eroded to the 
left, and then proceeded till we came to 
another mountain, or at lead another 
branch of mount Taurus, which in this 
place, divides itfelf into two parts, between 
which runs the river called Kililofan, by 
fome, and Kurp by others. 

Its courfe, or dream, is very rapid, and 
its waters, at various didances, fall down 
among the rocks, like fo many cafcades, 
with a prodigious force. It has its rife, or 
fpring, in the wed, and empties itfelf into 
the Cafpian-fea. 

Over this river king Tamar eredted a . 
done-bridge, ten paces in breadth, and in 
length no lefs than one hundred and 
fifty. This bridge is moderately lofty, and 
confids of fix arches ; three whereof are 
wider than the red. There are three 
apertures, or openings, between four of 
them, and a fort of a femi-circular tower 
between the other two. At prefent, the 
river runs thro’ only one or two at mod, 
except the waters are cafually fwelled be- 
yond their ufual height. When we had 
eroded over this bridge, we halted, in order 
to wait till- the caravan, which was con- 
iTdcrable behind, fhould overtake us : 
my friends, the Armenians, embraced this 
opportunity to regale themfelves with a 
difli or two of coffee ; but for my own 
part, I improved this (hort interval, by 
taking a draught of the profpedt hereto 
annexed in plate LII. 

When we were all joined, we afeended 
the fecond mountain, or the other branch 
(as we obferved before) of the Taurus, 
which is much loftier, larger, and more 
deep than the former : as we had been 
greatly fatigued, however, in our paffage 
over the fird, on foot ; we were obliged 
here feveral times to dop, in order to re- 
cover our breath. 

At lad, indeed, when we got into a bet- 
ter path, we all re-mounted, and gained 
the fummit by break of day. Two hours 
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after us, the red of the caravan mounted 
their horfes again ; anil by that time we 
had got about half a league farther, we 
came into a very fine, and well cultivated 
country. 

By nine in the morning we reached the 
village called Kafiebeggidcrafli ; where we 
purchafed grapes, for the fird time, after 
the rate of four- pence per pound. All the 
road beyond mount Taurus, as well as the 
foil is extremely good. 

From thence we had a view of another^ 
mountain, called Sawalan, which is much 
loftier than the former, and everladingly 
covered with fnow ; but in order to red* 
and refrefh ourfclvcs a little, we halted here 
a whole day. 

On the twentieth indant, we fet for- 
wards about three in the morning, the 
weather favouring us exceedingly; and by 
about feven, we came to a rivulet, or 
brook, the waters whereof run down 
almod to the village called Jamkoela. 
There we met with fome uncommon birds, 
called by the inhabitants Baekcr-Kara. 
After that we paffed through feveral vil- 
lages, from whence we had a pro r p;£t of 
mount Taurus, at a confiderable diftance j 
and in much the fame manner, as the 
reader will find it reprefented in Plate 
LIII. 

On the twenty fecond we traverfed a 
wide plain, which was bordered, on the 
left-hand, by feveral hills and mountains, 
where the inhabitants obliged us with 
better grapes than thofe we bought at 
fird, and of a more exquifite flavour. 

On the twenty third, we reached the 
town called Samgael ; and after we had 
paffed through it, and left it behind us for 
fome confiderable time, we halted once 
more ; and there we were furniihed with 
feveral pomegranates, which proved ex- 
ceedingly fine, moderately large, and of a 
mod beautiful colour. There likewife wc 
purchafed, at a moderate price, fome very 
fine grapes, and other refrefhing fruits. 

Q.qq 
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Occafional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Maufoleum, a famous, marble fepulchre, 
built by Artemifia, in honour of her hufband 
Maufolus, king of Curia: it was thirty five 

cubits high, 44 foot about » and fu PP orted b ? 
thirty fix marble pillars. As this was account- 
ed one of the feven wonders of the world, 
all other rich and magnificent fepulchral monu- 
ments are diftinguilhed from thence by the 
name of a Maufoleum. 

(l>) Rotundo, at Rome, was a famous edifice 
there, fo called, from its being built in a cir- 
cular form both within and without. 

(c) Rome, feep. 108. n. £. 

(d) Peifia, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

(e) Turky, lee p. 203. n. c. 

(f) Ardevil, or Ardebil, fee p. 233. n. e. 

(g, Media, fee p. a 14- «• e - 

\h ) Cafpian-fea, fee p. 66. n. j. 

(1) Tauris, or Tabris, call long. 46. 30 lat. 
38. 20. a city of Perfia in Alia, in the pro- 
vince of Adirbeitzan, the antient Ecbatana, the 
capital of Media. It is fituated in a fine plain, 
furrounded with mountains, from whence there 
falls a rivulet, which runs through the city j 
lying 300 miles fouth-eaft of Erzerum, and 
400 miles north oflfpahan. The old city 
was 15 miles in circumference, and had walla 
which were 70 cubits high. The prefent town 
is about 5 miles in circuit, very populous, and 
a place of great trade. As it ftands near the 
frontiers of Turky, it has been often taken and 
retaken. The Turks furprifed it during the 


late civil wars in Perfia, and exercifed their 
ufual barbarities on the inhabitants, killing an 
incredible number of them •, but Kouli Kan 
has reduced it under ,th« obedience of the 
Perfians again, and purfued the Turks into their 
own territories. 

(k) Samachi, fee a defeription of it by the 
author in p. 209. 

(/) China, fee p. 66. n. /. 

(m) Armenia, feep. 198. n. g, 

(») Ifpahan, fee p. 109. n. m. 

( 0 ) Mecca, eaft long. 43. 30. lat. 21. 20. 
the capital of the territory of Mecca, and of all 
Arabia Fmlix, in Afia, and the place of Maho- 
met’s nativity, fituate thirty miles eaft of Sidin, 
the port-town to it on the Red-fea, 200 miles 
fouth-eaft of Medina. It is a large, well-built 
city, in the middle whereof ftands the Kaaba, 
or houfe of God, which the Arabs believe was 
built by Abraham, and to which Mahomet o- 
bliged all his difciples to go in pilgrimage, 
once in their lives. This temple is but 1 5 feet 
long, and 12 broad, and 30 feet high 5 and 
there is a large court about it, encotopaffed witfj 
a piazza, in which the pilgrims perform their 
devotions, feldom entring the Kaaba, which is 
too fmall to admit many. 

(p) Taurus, a mountain, which runs through 
the teller Afia, from weft to eaft into Per- 
fia. 

C q) Afia, feep. 127. n.#. 

(r) Caucafus mount, fes p. 198. n. k. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 

A Defeription of the City , or ‘Town called Samgael, and of the feveral 
Places that mufi b* pajfed through in the Way to that Place. The 
Author arrives at the City called Com. 


W E were detained here all the next 
dayj in order to wait for the 


cuftom-houfe-officcrs, who refide in the 
fuburbs. 

Though 
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Though Samgael has the appearance 
only of a country village ; there are leveral 
very lofty and well-built houfes in it, (con- 
fidering the country wherein it (lands) 
Come, indeed, compofed all of earth, and 
others with earth and (lone intermixed. 
The Bazar belonging to this town is a ve- 
ry fine one, and well-worthy of a ((ranger’s 
notice. That part of it where they keep 
their principal (hops, but more efpecially 
thofe belonging to the drapers, where they 
vend large quantities of cotton-duffs and 
cloths, is well-covered and vaulted. 
However, there are drops, in divers other 
parts of the town, which are covered, 
and a large number of mofchs, that are 
embellidied with domes ; and that which 
is looked upon as their principal, or chief, 
is painted with a lively green, and with- 
out glazed with a fine purple. There is 
one that is fomewhat lofty, with a dome 
to it, which the (a) Turks, indeed, when 
they fird became matters of the place, 
made ufe of as their place of public wor- 
(hip j but it is now run to ruirt and de- 
cay. Tho’ it is not, it is true, over fpacious j 
yet it is pleafantly enough (ituated in a 
plain, with high mountains near it to the 
well ward. As there is a dream of fine 
clear water ; at about half a league dif- 
tance from thence, our caravan thought 
proper to halt there for awhile, at a place 
that abounded with trees and gardens that 
were well walled round. I went to the 
north-eaft part of the town, and there 
took the prpfpett of it, as the reader will 
fee in the plate number LIV annexed. 

The letter A. points out the mofeh 
above - mentioned to be run to ruins, 
The letter B. ceprefents the mod dift 
tinguifhed mofeb, and the letter C. a 
large building, which is almod totally de- 
molifhed. I did not obferve any thing 
elfe in this place worthy my attention, as 
there were no traces, or footdeps, whereby 
I could form any adequate idea of its anti- 
quity, tho’, doubtlefs, it is antient ; ■ and 
tho’ it is well known, that it was in a 
flourilhing condition in the days of 
Tamerlane the Great j but it was after- 
wards, it is true, entirely demolidied by 
the Turks. There is but one public inn, 


or caravanferai, throughout the whole 
city. It is a moderately targe one, how- 
ever, compofed of earth and clay, and the 
river called Saganfliaey runs, to the ead of 
it, and from thence rolls its waters amongft 
the mountains. There it was that I took 
the profpedt which the reader will find 
in the plate number LV. hereto an- 
nexed. 

This town is under the jurifdidion of a 
Daroega, that is, a Bailiff; and there, tho’ 
you pay, indeed, the fum of thirty-pence 
for every horfe-load of (ilk, -or cloth j yet 
you are charged but with fifteen, for other 
commodities of lefs value. In the even- 
ing it began to rain apace ; and continued 
fo to do till about an hour before day- 
break. 

On the twenty fifth we proceeded on 
our journey, and the road, indeed, was 
very line ; for the officers above-mentioned 
had agreed to meet us at the place where 
wc propofed to halt that day, in order to 
receive’ their cuftomary dues. We had a 
dittant fight of feveral villages as we 
journeyed on, but halted at a place called 
Kurkjandy, which lies about three leagues 
diftance, to the fouth-eall of the town. 
In, this little fpot there is a branch of the 
(b) Taurus, which extends it felf from 
north to foutfi, towards (r) Curdiftan, 
which is inhabited by a people called the 
Curds, who though they refide in villages, 
yet they infill, that they have notwith- 
(landing a fortrefs in the mountains called 
Keyder Byamber. 

On the 26th we had a violent (hower 
of rain, and traverfed the plain in the very 
midft of it, journeying on towards the 
mountains ; and by dawn of day wc could 
difeern a place called Sultania, which Hood 
on our right, at about two leagues diftance 
from the place where we had halted for 
fome part of the night. This town is fitu- 
ate in a plain, near feveral mountains, 
which almoft furround it, with that of 
Keyder before- mentioned on the right: 
as the guides, however, of our caravan had 
no bufinefs to tranfadl there ; and as there 
is no fuch thing as entring the town with- 
out paying fome cuftomary fees, we paf- 
fed by it j but it was with abundance of 

re- 
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relu&ance, on my own part. They told 
me, indeed, inorder to footh me, that they 
Ihould halt at a place but a fmall dif- 
tance from it} but Ending, that they had no 
fuch real intention, I rode back towards 
the town, and halted at a commodious 
rifing-ground near the eaft fide of it, 
where I took the view of it, which the 
readc,r will find in the plate number LVI. 
hereto annexed. 

There are four fpacious mofehs in it, the 
three principal whereof have large domes to 
them> and in.one of them is the fepul- 
chral monument of Sultan Mohammed 
Khodabcnd, who laid the foundations of it, 
as they pretend, about four hundred years 
ago: this (d) Maufoleum, they a ffured 
me, is very pompous and magnificent, and 
very beautifully built ; and that the chap- 
pel belonging to it is decorated with gold 
and filver. The profpedt of it from 
without has a very good effc£t. 

There are neither gates nor walls to 
this town } and all the houfes that 'are ei- 
ther in, or round about it, are built of earth, 
lime, and clay. There are eight or ten 
caravanferas, however, in it, and fome few 
bazars } but it muft be confeifed, they are 
not very confiderable, } neither can the 
place, with propriety, be termed a town of 
trade. Formerly, indeed, before it was 
demolilhed by Tamerlane, it was looked 
upon as one of the principal towns 
throughout the whole empire of (t) 
Perfia. As to the palace, which was 
once the moft fuperb and magnificent 
building in it, there arc no foot-fteps of it 
now to be feen. There are the ruins, in- 
■’ deed, of an antient ftone-tower and gate, 
at about half a league’s dillance from the 
town } and thefe, it is highly probable, be- 
longed to the old city, which is fituate in 
thirty fix degrees thirty minutes of northern 
latitude. 

It was two hours, if not more, before 
we could overtake the caravan, which 
had continued its regular progrefs} but at 
noon it halted, as well as we, at a village 
called Thalis, the parts adjacent whereof 
abound with what the inhabitants call 
Baeker-kaeraes, that is to fay, birds, that 


hear fome near refemblance to our par- 1703 
tridges, with this trivial diftin&ion only, 
that they are fomewhat larger, and their 
bellies and wings are of a whitilh colour. 

Thefe fly a confiderable height, and in 
large flocks } but are feemingly fond of, 
and frequently feen hopping about fuch 
lands as are but newly manured. I had the 
good fortune to kill one of them ■, which 
proved a weighty one, was well fed, full of 
flelh, and when dreft, was a moft delicious 
morfel. 

We purfued our journey from hence 
two hours before day-break, and after a 
progrefs of five hours, we reached a town 
called Gromdore j a town that is very ex- 
tenfive, abounds with fine trees, and fine 
gardens, and is fituate by the fide of a 
gently purling ftream. Some of its houfes 
are pretty lofty, and worthy of a ftranger’s 
notice. 

From hence we fet out again much 
about the fame hour as we did the day be- 
fore, and journeyed over the fame plain: 

The mountains that furround it, we ob- 
ferved, were at the diftance of a league,’ 
or thereabouts, from one another. The 
adjacent grounds feemed to be well culti- 
vated, and there were a great number of 
villages all round about the country. The 
Peafants there make little dams, or 
mounds of earth, in order to enclofe the 
water} and there are feveral conduits or 
refervoirs of water} for the refrefhment of 
the land as occafion offers. After that we 
palTed through two little villages, the 
mofehs whereof had fomewhat over them 
like our fteeples, which in this part of the 
country is, we can allure the reader, a 
fight foolething novel and uncommon. 
Thefe mofehs are very broad at bottom; 
but at the top terminate in the form of a 
fpire. We were informed, that thefe 
were the fepulchral monuments of fome 
particular faints, to whofe memory thefe 
mofehs were annexed. 

About noon, we pafied down a kind 
of hollow lane, which was encompalfed, 
in a manner, by a kind of canal, or refer- 
voir, about five or fix feet in breadth, the 
water whereof overflowed its banks, in 
, two 
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two places particularly, to that degree, that 
all the lands from north-weft to fouth-caft 
were all covered. 

In this place we found two villages, one 
named Parfcheim, and the other Touoekfy ; 
this is the fmalleft of the two, and is 
furrounded with a mud-wall, like one 
belonging to a garden. 

As we entered into it, we pafted through 
a large gate. The former is fpacious 
enough, abounds with trees and gardens, 
and all the adjacent parts are extremely 
pleafant. The two villages, where we told 
you juft now the mofchs and fteeples, as it 
were, bear the fame name, and are in the 
fame diftr'nft, or divifion, tho’ at a con- 
liderablc diftance one from the other. 
Here the mountains terminate, or at leaft 
feemed to us to do fo. That very day 
we made a progrefs of at leaft five leagues ; 
and at three in the morning, we paf- 
fed through a road, that abounded with 
hills and villages both on the right-hand 
and the left, from whence, as foon as day- 
light appeared, we could plainly fee fome 
mountains, which were all covered with 
fnow. After that, we crofted over one 
li*le river no lefs than three or four times. 
The weather was very favourable to us till 
we reached as far as a place called Gihara, 
where we all flickered ourfelves under the 
ruins of a low wall : which is a practice 
by no means uncommon in thefe parts. 
In this town there are at leaft five hun- 
dred houfes, but mod of them very low, 
and built on fuch a rifing ground, that a 
traveller, at a diftance might very eafily 
be deceived, and take it for a fortrefs ; it 
abounds with trees and gardens ; but it is 
furrounded almoft with houfes that are ab- 
folutely uninhabited. 

In the Plate, (No. 57.) hereto annex- 
ed, the reader will find a profpedt of the 
place. 

The inhabitants of this town are plenti- 
fully furnifhed with all forts of provifions. 
We had as good meat, poultry, and fruit, 
as any one could wifli to eat, and parti- 
cularly fome melons, of which I preferved 
fome of the feed. There I (hot a bird, 
which they call an Angoert ; it refembled 
very much one of our ducks j but it is ca- 
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pable of flying higher, and as it walks, it 1703 
ftruts along with its head ereded like an 
european cock, and naturally takes the 
water. The body of this bird is red ; its 
neck is of a yellow hue, almoft up to its 
head ; it is white, however, all about its 
eyes to the bill, which is all black ; as to 
its wings they are particoloured 5 that is to 
fay, white, red, and black. No fooncr 
had I (hot it but my dog brought it to me 
alive. 

In number 58, I have given the reader pl - $ ? - 
a profpedof a fmall village; and in Plate 
(No. 59.) he has a reprefentation of the . pl - s?- 
bird above deferibed. 

In this part of thecountry, there is plenty 
likewife of Cotton-trees, and in Plate, (No. 

60.) I have given the reader a draught ofonv 
of its branches. Tire Pods, however, 
there reprefented, are in that condition, 
as they appear, when the fruit of it is not 
perfectly ripe ; and one of the four the 
reader will perceive to be burftopen, and 
full of cotton. Sometimes thefe pods are 
gathered, and fometimes again they fall of 
themfelves, when the Pod is burft and be- 
ginning to decay. As to their colour, 
they are purple without, and when they 
burft, and (hew themfelves open, they 
have a very good effeCt by the white within. 

Here we continued all the 30th day of 
the month, in order to give our horfes pro- 
per reft. About noon (f) y a Polilh embaf- 
fador pafted by me in his way from (g) 
Ifpahan to his own country. When I law 
him, I was alone in purfuit of my game ; 
however, as fome of his retinue obfer ved me 
to be in a German drefs, they called out 
tome; but not regarding them, as taking 
it for granted they were Perfians ; two or 
three of them gave themfelves the trouble, 
to ride up to me, and informed me, in the 
Italian language, that they were (h ) Euro- 
peans. Whilft I was thus accidentally 
engaged in difeourfe with them, the em- 
baffador himfelf pafted by. They a/ked 
me, what news from Europe? Where- 
upon I informed them that it was near fix 
months fince I departed from (i) Mofcow; 
and by confequence I could give them no 
fatisfadory anfwer in that particular. They 
had fpent the night in the very next vil- 
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lage to that where we were, and delired 
me to recommend them to their friends at 
Ifpahan, and promifed to oblige me in the 
fame manner as foon as they arrived at 
Mofcow. After this curfory interview they 
proceeded on their journey. Their com- 
pany confided of about thirty perfons, 
who were all on horfeback, and had with 
them three or four flags, or fmall ftand- 
ards ; as to the camels that followed them, 
they were about two or three and twenty 
in number, and hard laden’d with their 
baggage. 

. About three in the morning, we pur- 
fued our journey, and having advanced 
fomewhat better than four leagues, we 
came to a large village called Sajtfawa, 
which like the former, we found abound- 
ing with trees. On the right-hand lay the 
ruins of a once large and magnificent ftruc- 
ture ; and on the left the remains of a capa- 
cious caravanfera, or inn, of which we have 
given our readers an exaft reprefentation 
in the Plate, (No. 61.) hereunto annexed. 

Here we were detained fome time, in 
order to difeharge the cuftomary duties ; 
and in the interim I amufed myfelf with 
my gun in fhooting at pigeons, and met 
with fport fufficient. 

As we journeyed on, we pa fled by a 
place that abounded with fena-trees, which 
ftrike the eye in the moll agreeable man- 
ner *, and as I had never met with any 
of them before in all my travels, I was 
charmed with them j and for that reafon 
fhall expatiate upon them in a more pro- 
per place. 

In the village called Frafangh, we met 
with plenty of pomegranates, which are 
a very palatable and refrefhing kind of 
fruit, and cheap enough in reafon. On 
our departure from hence we pafled over 
a hill, leaving the plain on our left, in 
order to get into the high road to (k) Com. 

On the right of the laft mentioned village 
there is another road which leads to Sawa, 
where we ought to have gone for the pay- 
ment of our duties ; but as that would have 
proved at lead a whole day’s journey out 
of our way to Com ; and as they are liable 
by that means to difeharge three feveral 
imports, whereas they are open to the pay r 


mertt of one only by going the direfl: road 
to Com, this laft, for the mod part is 
made choice of by the caravan. 

When we had travelled for full five 
hours, we halted in a plain, which lay be* 
tween feveral hills near the village called 
Hengeran, where they may very juftly 
boaft of their bread, and from thence we 
proceeded to a place called Saranda. 

There, for the firft time, we regaled 
ourfelves with the wine of Ardevil, which 
is white, and tho’ of a fine flavour, and 
extremely palatable, is not allowed to be 
fold. This village is encompafled (as it 
were) with wells, which are fupplied with 
water by a fubterraneous aqueduct in the 
village. 

On the fourth of November, we purfued 
our journey, and after a tedious ftretch of 
near feven leagues, we reached a place cal- 
led Angelawa, about one in the afternoon, 
where we refted ourfelves for near two 
hours before the reft that belonged to the 
caravan : and this laft mentioned village is 
no more than feven leagues diftance at 
moft from the city of Com aforefaid. This 
part likewife abounds with fprings,or wells, 
which lie not above four or five paces ofte 
from the other; and the water that flows 
from them are conveyed under ground to 
the village. Perfia, in fhort, abounds with 
fuch fubterraneous conveyances, fprings, 
or wells. Here there are numbers of ra- 
vens, of a wondrous bulk to be met with j 
but as the foil in thefc parts are impreg- 
nated with falt-petre, the water has, by 
confequence, a brackifh tafte. 

Tho’ our camels fet out in the night 
fome confiderable time before us ; yet the 
officers belonging to the cuftoms at Sawa, 
having feized upon one of them, which 
was laden with two bales of cloth, on ac- 
count of our not having pafled by that 
village ; and fince this is under the felf- 
fame jurifdidion or dominion ; we were 
compelled to turn back, and ftay where 
we were till the fixth inftant, from whence 
we fet out before break of day. As in 
our progrefs, we came upon a fmall trench, 
or ditch, of which we were not in the leaft 
aware as it was dark, feveral of our horfes 
fell in, and mine amongft the reft ; but, 
by good fortune, they were foon got 
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out again, without any confiderable dif- 
after attending that occurrence. 

About nine in the morning we reached 
the banks of the river called Sawafiaey, 
which flows from Sawa, This river in 
fome places is very wide, and runs away 
to the fouth, in a plain between high 
grounds. By accident we unguardedly 
got into a Tandy plain between fome 
downs of loofe fand, where the paflage is 
Very dangerous. There are very lofty hills 
behind thefe downs, between which is the 
road that leads not only to Sawa but to 
Com likewife. Having had timely infor- 
mation, that the fame officers who had 
made a feizure of our camels propofed to 
pay us a fecond vifit ; we came to a vigo- 
rous refolution of defending ourfelves at all 
events ; but they never ventured, what- 
ever their inclination might be to repeat 
the attempt. 

By about eleven, we came to a moun- 
tain that was very ftony, the rocks 
whereof reprefent what is very amazing 
to behold, a great variety of objeds of 
every kind. Tho’ at a confiderable diftance 
I drew a profped of them, together with 
the mountain itfelf, which lay on the right- 
hand of the town j and of this the reader 
will find it hereto annexed in Plate 62. 
The firft bears a near refemblance to the 

Occafional Remarks on 

(a) Turky, fee p. 203. n. e. 

(b) Taurus, mount, fee p. 242. n. p. 

(c) Curdiftan, the ancient AfTyria, lies part 
of it in Afiatic Turky, and parr of it in Pcr- 
fia, having Turcomania, or Armenia, on the 
north, and Eyraca Arabic, or Chaldrea, on the 
fouth, in which province Nineveh anciently 
flood, on the eaftern bank of the river Tygris, 
oppofite to Mouful, fee p. 242. n. e. 

(d) Maufoleum, fee p. 242. n. a. 

(e) Perfia* fee p. 64. 4. n. 0. 
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head and neck of an animal, and the reft 
are equally marvellous to behold. In our 
paflage thither we went through a finall 
town, which abounded with houfes in- 
deed j but then they were all empty and 
abandoned. It is highly probable, how- 
ever, that the inhabitants were at that 
time in tents in the fields, and feeding 
their cattle. 

At the entrance into the town there is 
a large done- bridge j on one fide whereof 
we /aw a great number of tents pitched, 
and perfons of all ‘ranks and conditions in 
them, with horfes near them, which were- 
tied one to the other. Thefe people, as wc 
were informed, were upon a pilgrimage, 
with intent to vifit the fcpulchral monu- 
ments of fome particularfaints.and amongft 
whom, (as was obfervable enough) there 
were more women devotees than men. 
Our paflage through the town to the end 
of the old walls, took us up a. leaft half 
an hour. There we pitched our tents a- 
midft a parcel of ancient ruins. As the 
reft of the caravan lay under an indifpen- 
fable neceflity of eroding feveral narrow 
bridges, which had retarded them, they 
were at leaft two hours before they over- 
took us. We halted here all the next 
day, and the weather proved exceedingly 
delightful. 

the preceding Chapter. 

( f ) Poland, fee p. 63. n. n, 

(g) Ifpahan, fee p. 109. n. m. 

(b) Europe, fee p. 127. n. dd. 

(i) Mofcow, feep. 23. n. c. 

(k) Com. eaft long. 49. lar. 34. a city of Per- 
fia in Afia, in the province of Eyreca Agem, 
fituate 100 miles north of Ifpahan, is a large, 
populous city •, but has fuffered pretty much in 
the late civil wars, and thofe with Turky. 

( 1 ) Ardevil, or Ardebil, feep. 233. n, e. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

A fuccinSl Account of the City of (a) Com, and of (b) Cachan, other- 
wife called Caflian. The Author arrives at (c) Ifpahan. 


W HILST I tarried here, and after 
I had fufficiently gratified my 
curiofity with taking a view of its ancient 
ftru&ures and ruins, of which I fhall treat 
more at large in another place, I vifited 
'the infide of the city. 

In the grand mofeh of Muzyd, other- 
wife called Ma-zyt-matfama, {lands the 
fepulchral monument of Fatma-fora, the 
filler of the great prophet Mahomet, and 
the wife of Ali. Near that Hands ano- 
ther, wherein the remains of Abbas, king 
of Perfia is preferved, and the alhes of fe- 
vcral other kings, and (amongft the reft) 
thofeof Shah-fuliman, the father of Shah- 
holein, the king now fitting on the throne. 
The architcdure of thefe two mofehs is of 
an exceeding fine fort ; and each of them 
has a dome glazed with green. As we 
went into the town, we faw four columns 
of about thirty- fix feet in height ; the two 
fir ft of which are united together, and 
were part of fome ancient edifice or mofeh. 
They are created on a quadrangular wall, 
which is raifed above the ground, much 
about the fame height as the columns are, 
and the gate or portal to this wall is a large 
vaulted arcade. The two others Hand at 
feme confiderablc diftance from each other, 
and are more damaged than thofe that arc 
fo united as before-mentioned. On the 
top of the two firft, there is a fort of ca- 
pital of no order at all, and three feveral 
fafeias round about them. Tho’ to the eye 
they appear pretty equal, yet in reality they 
are more taper at the top than at the bot- 
tom ; and over the capital they have a 
moulding of green and gold, but that is in 
a great meafure defaced by time. They 
(land at fome fmall diftance from the Bazar, 
which makes but a very mean appearance ; 
nay, the city itfelf has but very little to 
boaft of i neither was I in the leaft fur- 


prized to find it fo ordinary as it really 
was, fince 'tis a place of no manner of 
trade or commerce. Near the bridge, in- 
deed, there is a fumptuous ftrudture at the 
entrance of the town, which has a fine fpa- 
cious court belonging to it, with a curious 
bafon in the centre of it. This building 
is a fort of mofeh or chappel, in which, as 
the inhabitants infill, are depofited, the re- 
mains of Imam Rifa’s filler, and thofe of 
Imam Anu-hammed, who flourilhed feven 
hundred and fifty years ago. This fune- 
ral monument is held in great veneration 
by the natives; becaufe that illuftrious 
lady, as they pretend, was a defendant of 
Mohammed ; and for that reafon there 
are frequently perfons of diftindtion inter- 
red in that ancient vault. 

The bridge, which we have juft been 
fpeaking of, tho’ about one hundred paces 
in length, is but eight only in breadth. 
There is a fmall brick parapet to it of two 
foot high only. This bridge, which is 
compofed of fmall Hones, has ten arches ; 
and the river Comlhay runs through fome 
of them, tho’ its waters be ever fo low. 
There was an inundation, if we may cre- 
dit the report of the inhabitants in this 
city, in the year 1591, by means where- 
of no lefs than 1200 houfes were walhed 
away ; which fatal calamity being com- 
municated to king Abbas, he gave orders 
diredHy for a dyke to be made, of two 
leagues at leaft in length, for the preven- 
tion of the like melancholy difallcr for the 
time to come. 

This city is divided into four and twenty 
diftridts or quarters, and contains in it at 
prefent, two thoufand and one hundred 
houfes ; in each of which there is a well, 
or fpring. But befides thefe, there are 
in the town and parts adjacent no lefs than 
three hundred Abanbaars, (as they call 
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1703 them) that is to fay, citterns or refer- 
voirs. 

It has, moreover, four gates, and the 
like number of bazars, or market places j 
as alfo a meydoen, that is to fay, a large 
public fquare, and feveral bagnios, or 
baths. There are likewife in and about 
the city a great number of mofehs and 
chappels. Tho’ on this fide, indeed, there 
are no antiquities to be fecn ; yet there are 
on the other, where our caravan halted, 
which was within thecnceint or inclofure 
of the old town, formerly diftinguifhed by 
the name of Chonana, Handing in (d) 
Media, which- extended, as ’ti$ generally 
fuppofed, as far as Cachan, and to a moun- 
tain, which ferved-as a boundary to it ; a 
large extent of land, called Arak by the 
natives. 

In this place, tho’ at fome diftance from 
the wall, there is a circular pyramid, which 
is in circumference about feventy-eight pa- 
ces, and in height forty-eight, furnifhed 
with four Hoping walls which have no 
fteps to them. The entrance, or door to 
this round building is flopped up with a 
large heap of tubbifh. Each wall is about 
a fathom in thicknefs ; and the defeent, 
taken obliquely, is about one fathom and an 
half : from thence each of them fetches a 
prodigious flope, and finks as deep into the 
ground, as k is above the furface, where 
the pyramid is both fmooth and rotind. 
We could look into it, indeed, through 
fome particular crannies, or fiflures ; but 
there is no poflibility of getting into it ; 
and what is fomewhat extraordinary ; this 
was done on purpofe that there fliould be 
no admiflion. In fliort, it is moft pro- 
bable, that it had been formerly a grand 
fepulchral monument, and the reader may 
form an idea of it from the reprefentation 
put# « j. thereof hereto annexed in plate 63. On 
the right-hand of this pyramid, there are 
feveral other ruins, and amongft the reft, 
-the remains of achappel. Tho’ the town- 
wall, which is greatly decayed, extends iu 
felf a great way beyond thefe ruins > yet 
there is no foch thing as diftinguifhing any 
particular part of it. At the diftance, 
•however, of about three hundred paces 
from the pyramid, as we returned to the 


city, there is fome part of this wall tole- 1703 
rably whole, and flanked with round v " w 
towers, which are greatly run to ruin and 
decay : there are ten of them in all j and 
each of them about forty feet in height, 
and at the bottom extremely thick and 
fubttantial. As the reader may plainly 
perceive by the reprefentation of them 
in plate 64. To thefe he will find the «»«»«♦. 
ruins of a gate added, which was five paces 
in depth, and as much in breadth. The 
wall likewife was of the fame thicknefs. 

All the reft of the buildings are compofed 
of earth, clay, and a great number of fmall * 
ftones, dried in the fun. I mutt freely 
confefs, for my own part, I never faw any 
ancient ftrudure of the like kind ; but I 
am notwithstanding fully convinced, that 
thefe are the ruins of the old city j and 
what inclines me to think fo, is, bc- 
caufe the ancients make frequent mention 
of the like ftrudures of earth dried in the 
fun, ^nd a fort of lime, compofed of clay. 

The infpired penmen likewife obferve, 
that thofe who were concerned in the 
eredion of the tower of Babel made ufe of 
the fame fort of earth inftead of ftone, 
and of clay in the room of lime. And 
the conclufion, in regard to this country, is 
the more natural ; becaufe the fun has 
here a prodigious power, and by confe- 
quence is capable of drying up earth to 
the nature or folidity of ftone. I have a 
fttong notion likewife, that there is chop- 
ped ftraw mingled with this earth in order 
to make it cement the better. 

The very fame method of building is 
pradifed there to this very day; and let a 
ftranger travel all over (e) Pdfia.he will find 
large quantities of this earth thus dried in 
the fun as above-mentioned ; asalfo abun- 
dance of clay, wherewith they make -their 
lime. It mutt be acknowledged, how- 
ever, that their houfes make but a poor, 
defpicable appearance, and are but of a 
(hort duration ; neither do they ever con- 
cern themfelves about the reparation of 
them, when they once begin to fall into 
decay. 

From thence I took a tour to the north- 
weft part of the city, where there are no 
rifing-grounds, and from that fpot, I took 
S f f the 
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1703 the profpeft of the city, as the reader will 
pu« 6^ find 't hereto annexed in Plate 65. The 
letter A, points out the mofch which they 
diftinguilh by the name of Matfame. B, 
diftinguilhes that belonging to the king’s ; 
C, denotes the bridge with ten arches as 
above-mentioned D, the mofch of the 
grand ftru&ure j E, the two principal co- 
lumns of the building above-mention- 
ed. The reader, by the fame Plate, will 
plainly difcern how the other columns are 
feparated one from the other. 

On the 1 8 th of November, we proceeded 
" on our journey, and left Com an hour if not 
more before break of day j and having palled 
by the old wall, we got into a plain, where 
there were villages all round about almolt 
beyond number. When we had advanced 
about a league farther, we had a full view 
of two towers that were greatly run to de- 
cay. We fpent all the day following in a 
fmall village, where runs a remarkable 
ftrcam of water almoft as clear as clyyftal, 
at about three leagues diftance from the 
fouthern part of the city ; and afterwards, 
when we had got a league beyond the 
place where we halted, wc faw the re- 
mains of an ancient quadrangular ftruc- 
ture, the walls whereof were very ftrong 
and fubftantial. This fquare building had 
been formerly (as we were informed) a 
ftrong fortrefs. On one fide of this we 
perceived another, in which there were 
ibveral apartments then fubfifting. About 
a league and an half from thence, we 
had the ptofpeft of a fine, fpacious 
garden, encompaflcd by a fquare wall 
which was very lofty. By eight o’clock, 
or thereabouts, we got into a plain that 
was both rough and ftony, with mountains 
on one fide of it, and fmall villages all 
round about it. On the ninth inftant, we 
halted at a village called Sinfin, which 
was at the diftance of near feven leagues 
from the place where wc had fpent the 
preceding night. This Sinfin is a village 
of fome confiderable extent, and there arc 
ieveral large ftruft ores and carmnferas ink 
that arc run to ruin and decay. From thence 
we moved onwards of our journey about 
two in the morning, and by break of day 
we met with fcveral paleogm in a place 


where there were trees in abundance, and 1703 
where the grounds about them were very 
well manured. As fooaas we could fee, » rmr « 

111/* Caclu 

we had before our eyes the city of Cachan, 
otherwife called Caflian, or Kaflian, at 
which town we arrived by feven in the 
morning. One part of our company went 
along with the caravan into the fuburbs, 
and the reft took up their lodgings in the 
city. The houfes, however, in the out- 
parts were very good and very regularly 
built, and much more fpacious than thole 
in the city, tho’ it is looked upon as one 
of the Perfian capital towns : and, to con- 
fefs the truth, I had not feen any edifices 
till then that could (land in any competi- 
tion with them. And as that city is fituate 
at but a fmall diftance from Ifpahan, we 
found the inhabitants were much more 
polite, more courteous and complaifimt, 
than any we had pafled through before. 

This city lies in 35 degrees 51 minutes A*rc,; p . 
of northern latitude, and has various apped- d™ ,°t! 
lations j fometimes it is called Kaflian, and K<,lun ' 
Kalian j and fometimes again Kafliaan and 
Calhan •, and as to its fituation, it Hands 
at the extremity of a large plain, near the 
foot of a lofty mountain. I took my pjof- 
pe<ft of it from the north-eaft, in this plain, 
from which fpot it makes, in my opinion, 
the moft advantageous figure. On tlie 
left-hand of this city, ftands a pyramid, 
very nearly refembling the ruined buil din g 
I took notice of at Com. The reader will 
find the reprefen tation of it in Plate 66, PIltc S6 
hereto annexed. 

The governor, or principal commilfioner The govrr- 
in this place, is diftmguilhed by the title Zl". 
of a vifier, who is as an inferior officer, in 
point of dignity to a. khan, as the latter is 
to a beglerbeg, to whole commands they 
are both fubje<a. Nay, his power isfoex- 
tenfive, that it iscuftomary for him to fend 
them away to diffaat places, in cafe be 
judges it proper and convenient. 

The town- walls are about 36 foot high, 

(did there are feven feveral gates to it, ex- 
ekfive Of that of Daukt. There is a cu- 
rious ttteydoen, or fquare, to the north- 
weft; together with a fort of tilt-yard j 
above which there are two fine columns. 

On that which ftands without, there is a 

ftaff 
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1703 ftaff whereon a flag is generally hoifted, 
whenever there is a tournament appoint- 
ed. This tilt-yard, or meydoen, is no lefs 
than feven hundred and feventy paces in 
length, and in breadth one hundred. As we 
Tha royal went out of the gate on the right-hand, we 
garden. ] laf } a fight of the royal garden, which is 
cncompafled by a wall at lead thirty foot 
high. This beautiful fpot of ground is very 
fpacious, and there is a fine canal, which is 
very regularly kept, that diredly runs a- 
crofs it. It abounds with fine trees, and 
amongfl the reft, a great number of pome- 
granate trees, all regularly ranged : there 
is a pleafurc-houfe moreover belonging to 
it, which was crofted by king Abbas the 
Great : there are four large gates to this 
wall, and two that are much fmaller. 
From the firft of them, which is near the 
town-gate, there is a paflage into a fpaci- 
ous caravanfera, or inn, which is principally 
frequented by the natives of (j ) India. 
It is very large, and exceedingly beautiful, 
being thirty-fix paces, if not more, in depth, 
and feven in breadth. The roof of it is 
adorned with a dome, whereon, after the 
Italian mode, there is a lanthorn j and, 
on the fide there are two arcades, from 
whence we faw the apartment. When we 
had walked acrofs it, we came into a court 
that was full an hundred paces in length, 
and fourfeore in breadth, encompafled 
by a ftrufture or edifice two ftories 
high, which on each fide has fifteen 
arcades in length, and ten in breadth ; and 
underneath there are fcveral apartments, 
one over the other ; and befides thefe, there 
arc feveral fmall rooms, or more properly 
fpeaking, clofets, which project, and have 
fuch a fine eflfeft, that I muft confefs, I never 
faw any caravanfera that could ftand fairly 
in competition with it. When we were'got 
beyond this gate, we came to a fecond, 
which had a beautiful arcade ; and as we 
found it open, I made bold to ftep into 
the garden, which abounded with trees, 
forae fmaller than others ; of which, I pre- 
fume, more than, common care was taken : 
there was a third gate, which belonged to 
a very fpacious, and very lofty ftrufture a- 
bove the garden-wall. From the fourth, 
we went into a wide court, which it co- 


vered all round, in order to ferve as a fhel- 1703 
ter for horfes in bad weather. There is 
no admittance into the garden but through 
the two fmall gates. There is another, 
indeed, on the other fide, but then it is 
neither fo fine, nor fo large as the firft ; it 
is cncompafled, however, as well as that, 
with proper walls. Over againft this ca- 
ravanfera, or inn, there is a flight of fifty 
ftqne fteps, and underneath them, a kind of 
ciftern, or refervoirfor water; the walls, 
and vault whereof are compofed of fmall 
ftones, which are joined together in a very 
workman-like and elegant manner. The * 
town-gate is vaulted likewife, and k four- 
feore paces in depth, and has a dome to it, 
in the fame manner as the caravanfera, or 
inn. From thence we went into a curious nan™, 
bazar, which was neat!) enough vaulted 
and plaiftered, and lull of tradefmens (hops ; 
fuch as confeftioners, druggifts, goldfmiths, 
farriers, brafiers, cooks, where all kinds of 
viftu^ls are daily roafled and boiled ; and 
paftry-cooks, bakers, fruiterers, and flails for 
all forts of herbs, &c. Each fliop takes up a 
vault ; and the whole is exceedingly neat, 
and very regularly built. This bazar, ia 
the center whereof there is a mint, runs 
direftly acrofs the town from one gate 
to the other. Near this, there are divers 
others, but mpre efpecially one that has 
gates to it, which are fliut up, in which 
there is nothing fold but wearing apparel, 
and all forts of filks. There is another 
likewife principally fet apart for the filk- 
dyers, where we faw fomcof the moft de- 
lightful colours. 

Thefe bazars are all fo well covered, 
that there is no danger of being incommod- 
ed, fliould it rain ever fo hard 5 and there 
are cuftomers for ever fmoaking very fo- 
berly in the coffce-houfcs, of which there 
are great numbers. On one fide of thefe hou!Ci« 
bazars ftand the caravenleras, into which o.r,»w 
you enter through a large gate that is frrM ' 
vaulted ; fence of them are exceedingly 
fine, very fpadous, and two ftories high ; 
with a flight o£ five or fix fteps before 
each apartment ; there are abundance of 
thefe inofi in the town, where they make 
fucb large quantities of filk, filver, and 
gold fluffs, that they frequently make oft 

* of 
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of feven bales of filk in a day; the 
weight whereof amounts to no lefs than 
one thoufand five hundred and twelve 
pounds, The public fquares here, which 
they call Meydocns, are but fmall 5 and 
there are feveral walls, like that in the 
royal gardens before-mentioned, in divers 
parts of the town. The mofchs here have, 
for the moft part, fuch towers as may with 
propriety be termed lofty ones ; but few 
of them have large domes, and thofe that 
have, have no manner of embelliftiments to 
recommend them. We have told you be- 
fore, that there are feven gates to the city, 
two whereof are always kept (hut, and fe- 
vcral meydoens. 

Here they have a great variety of flowers 
and fruits all the year round ; and the lat- 
ter are fooner ripe in this city than in any 
other parts of the kingdom ; infomuch, 
that here, there are melons, grapes, apri- 
cots, mulberries, pomegranates, cucum- 
bers, and more particularly moft delicious 
water-melons, to be purchafed at a reafon- 
able price even in the fpring. 

There are no lefs than threefcore and 
ten aquedudts, (if wc are not mifinformed) 
through which water is conveyed into the 
town. There are, moreover, (according 
to the computation of the inhabitants) 
above one hundred and twenty bagnios, 
and an almoftcountlefs number of cifterns, 
or refervoirs for containing of water, 
which lie low, and therefore there are feveral 
fteps made on purpofc to go down to them. 
There are much the fame number of mills 
here, and the number of houfes amount at 
lead: to three thoufand, 'which are divided 
into three feveral diftrids, or wards, in 
each of which there are one thoufand ; 
befides which, there are threefcore feveral 
villages, which are dependent on, and un- 
der the )urifdidion of this (ingle town. 

There is a royal palace at Fien, where 
there is a fountain, or bafon, made, as we 
were informed, in the reign^f king Suli- 
man, the water whereof proceeds from a 
lofty mountain, called Rochi ’t Sahil, and 
is conveyed to Cachan by the aid and af- 
fiftance of feven and twenty mills, which 
were eroded in the reign of king Abbas. 
There is another fountain, which proceeds 


from a high hill called Demawend, the 1703 
waters whereof flow down towards Kei v- ’ v-w 
and Thaharahan ; the people here call it 
the river of Dzadzjeraan, which runs, and 
difeharges the reft of its waters into (g) the 
Cafpian fea. When we were got between 
Com and Cachan, we had a profped of 
this mountain. 

On the thirteenth, we departed from this 
city three hours before day- break, and crof- 
fed a fandy plain ; on our left-hand, we had 
feveral fmall raifed downs for feveral leagues 
together. We travelled fix leagues that 
day ; and having refted ourfelvcs for fome 
confiderable time, we moved forwards a- 
bout two in the morning, continuing ftill 
in the fame plain, which was bordered on 
our right-hand with fuch mountains as 
were covered with fnow. By dawn of 
day we arrived at the foot of that which 
was the loftieft of them all, and crofted a 
river amongft the reft, and afterwards ano- 
ther plain, at the end whereof there was 
a village, and feveral others, not far from 
it which lay between the hills. When 
we had proceeded on our journey feven 
leagues, we arrived at a village called Ghor, 
fituate at about a league’s diftance frCm 
the fmall town of Nathans. This vil- 
lage is a moft delightful place ; and I have 
therefore annexed a profpett of it in Plate 
67. As it ftands on a fifing ground, it 
looks at a diftance much like a fortrefs. 

On the left-hand thereof ftands a mofeh, 
and an open plain, which extends itfelf 
farther than the eye can well reach. 

From hence we fet out two hours at 
lead before day-break, and about feven 
we came to a large plain, where there 
were five or fix villages, which lay by the 
fide of each other, and two fine gardens ; 
the laft of which was encompaffed by a 
fubftantial wall, in circumference about 
half a league. To this garden there was „ t 
a dove-houfe appertaining, of which we garden, 
(hall have' ; fomewhat particular to fay in 
another place. On one fide of this garden, 
there Is a large houfe which appertains to 
the king, and a fmall village called Pad- 
(habath. 

' Wh?n we had traverfed this plain, we 
$>t amongft a parcel of mountains ; fome 

where- 
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whereof were very lofty 5 and their tops, 
as we could plainly perceive, were all co- 
vered with fnow. After we had proceed- 
ed about feven leagues farther, we fame 
to a caravanfera at a place caileci Sardaham, 
where we were obliged to pay feme cuflo- 
tnary dues. There we crofted a fort of tor- 
rentjOr land-flood, which falls with a violent 
ftream amohgfl the rocks 5 ind the wa- 
ters thereof, as they confift of nothing but 
.pure melted fnow, are mod delightful. 
In Plate 66. we have annexed a profpeCl 
of this caravanfera, and another, which 
Hands but at a fmall diftahee from it. 
The former is a fpacious edifice, built 
with done, about twenty feet in depth. 
The entrance into it is vaulted, and there 
is a ftep at the door, about three foot long. 
There is near the latter a fine fpring, tho’ 
*tis but fmail. 

About one the next morning, we pur- 
fuedourjourneyasthe moon fhone exceed- 
ingly bright : and when we had pafled the 
mountains, we got into a fpacious, fandy 
plain, that was all bordered with hills. 
We pafled by two other caravanferas in 
the night ; the former of which was a 
l?r.ge, beautiful building. After we had 
journeyed feven leagues farther, we came 
to a village called Riek, where we halted 
till three the next morning. No fooner 
were we departed from thence, but we rode 
over fcveral plowed lands, and by break of 
• day we reached Ifpahan. After I had 
relied and refrefhed myfelf at a caravan- 
fera there, I made it my bufinefs to wait 
on one Mr. Kaflelein, who had the whole 
conduct and direction of the affairs be- 
longing to our Eafl- India company. At 

Occafional Remarks on 

(a) Com. p. 447. n. k. 

U>) Cachan, Cafan, or Kafan, a province of 
Ruflia, bounded by the province of Pcrmia on 
the north •, by Siberia on the eafl •, by the river 
Wolga, which feparates it from Novogorod, 
on the fouth ; and by the province of Mof- 
cow proper on the weft. 

(c) Ifpahan, fee p. 109. n. m. 

(d. Media, fte p. 214. n. e. 


my firfl admiflion, I was received with all 
the teftimonies of the fmccreft friendfhip ; 
and he aflured nie, that I might command 
whatever fervice he could do me. After I 
had tarried with him fomc confnlerablc 
time, he fent one of his fervants to con- 
duit me to one Mr. Owen, who was agent 
there for the Englifli Eafl- India company, 
from whom I met With a like courteous 
reception. From thence I went to the 
caravanfera called Jcdde, in the meydoen, 
or large fquare belonging to the palace. 
This caravanfera, which is the property of 
his majefty’s mother, is the place wherd 
all the merchants of Armenia have their 
ware-houfes, and keep their refpeilivc 
fhops. And as it is the principal inn in 
all the whole city, and the mofl commo- 
dioufly fituated, I took up my lodging 
there, through our director’s recommenda- 
tion, for whom they teflified a particular 
regard; and there I continued my quarters 
till ipy departure from the city. His ma- 
jefly happened at that time to be abroad, 
and taking his diverfion in the countfy with 
his concubines, or ladies of pleafure. After 
I had rode almoft all over the city, and over 
Julfa, which is the diflriCl, or peculiar 
quarters of the Armenians, I paid my re- 
fpefts to fome of my particular friends and 
acquaintance, who were all natives of 
(i) Europe, but mofl of them of (£) 
France, and of the ecclefiaftical order ; 
who received me with all thecomplaifance 
imaginable, and foon after returned my 
vifit. The very next day, Mr. Kaflelein, 
our dire&or, invited me to dinner, and in 
the afternoon carried me with him out of 
town. 

the preceding Chapter. 
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A Sea- Lizard, and divers other Curiojities. Avery extraordinary Mo • 
fitment, with two Columns, which when one is fhook, the other trembles 
likewife by the fame Impulfe, The King returns to (aty Ifpahan, with 
a numerous Retinue. The cuftomary Compliments on New-Tear s-Day 
paid by the Author and his Friends to Mr. Kaftelein, the DireElor of 
the Dutch Eaft-Jndia Company. A fuccinSl Account of a remarkable 
Faft obferved throughout the Kingdom of (b) Perfia. 


A S the weather proved exceedingly fine, 
we took a tour through the whole 
city of Ifpahan, in order to have a tranfi- 
ent view of all its mod remarkable curiofi- 
ties ; the principal whereof is (as the natives 
call it) their Chiaerbaeg, that is to fay, 
their fine alley, or grand walk, and the 
next to it is that fpot of ground, which 
is fet apart for the Interment of the (c) 
Armenians and ( d ') Europeans, of which 
we propofc to give our readers a particular 
defeription in a more proper place. We 
fet out of town in great form, as it is the 
cuftom of the country. Mr. Kaftelein ap- 
peared firftin perfon, with at leaft a dozen 
couriers, who were preceded by two in- 
terpreters. After him came his deputy, 
or fecond, who was the perfon that I fol- 
lowed, and all the reft of our company 
two and two, according to their refpeftive 
ftations. Tho’ there were twenty- fix of 
us in all, twelve whereof went on horfe- 
back 5 yet our director, for the generality, 
had more attendants in the life-time of his 
confort, who died about fix months before 
our arrival at Ifpahan, and had been inter- 
red in a very pompous and magnificent 
manner, under a rich fepulchral monu- 
Theihaiac- ment, which was open on every fide. Her 
d u d' e name wa6 Sarah Jacoba Six de Chandelier ; 
rc&or's a defendant of an illuftrious family in (e) 
UAy ' France ; and as to her character, fhe was 
univerfally admired for her good fenfe and 
polite converfation. 

In the evening, as we came back, we met 
with two couriers in the fine walk above- 
mentioned, with lights in their hands fame- 


what like our flambeaus, compofcd of 
large balls of cloth, well foaked in oil, and 
fixed in a fort of an iron focket, fattened to 
the! end of a long flaff, with a circular cop- 
per-plate all tinned within, much like a fau- 
cer, for the reception of fiich oil as occafio- 
nally dropt from the balls. Tho’ it was light 
enough in all confcience without them ; 
yet this is a cuftomary ceremony amongft 
fuch of the Perfians as are of high birth 
and diftin&ion. In this formal manner we 
rode through the city ; and being perfectly 
fatisfied with my little, agreeable tour,*I 
tarried for fonie time at Mr. Kaftelein’s, 
in order to fup with him, and was enter- 
tained accordingly in the moft elegant man- 
ner. 

The next day he made me a prefen t of a 
fea- lizard, which was both dry and whole, The r«- 
and much of the fame form and bulk of a hZ4rd 
common lizard. This fifh is frequently 
catched, or rather taken in the Perfian 
gulph, and the natives, who look upon it 
as a dainty difh, call it the Sock-anikaer. 

They allured me, that it was an animal, 
the flefli whereof was hot in the third de- 
gree; and when *tis duly dried, they 
pound it to a powder, and intermix with 
it pearl, amber, faffron, and opium. When 
the ingredients are thus made up, ’tis a 
fine cordial, and a moft fpecific reftorative 
for a broken conftitution. They are made 
up for Ihe moft part in pills j and few fwal- 
low more than one of them at a time. 

Thefe pills are very feldom, if ever, expo- 
fed to public fale ; fince none but mer- 
chants, and fuch as have affairs at court to 
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tranfaCl, purchafe them ; and that too 
with a view only to make intereft with 
thofe to whom they make their applica- 
tions.. 

They have here likewife another fi(h, 
which the natives call Sjir-ma-jie, or 
Shirmafh, that is to fay, the Milk-fifh, 
which nature has beautifully adorned with, 
a vaft variety of lively colours. The 
greateft part of its belly is yellow, its fins 
are of a vermilion red, and the reft of its 
body of a flcy-coloured green. The flefh 
of it is very lufeious, and almoft as white 
as fnow. The reader will find a repre- 
fentation of it in Plate 69. hereto annex- 
ed. 

Mr. Kaftelein, moreover, obliged me 
with four feet of fome little birds, or other 
animals, which had been found atlfpahan, 
in a lump of amber-greafe, of above thirty 
pounds weight, which the king himfelf 
had purchafed, in order to melt into a 
ball, which, afterwards being fet in gold, 
and embellifhed with feveral precious 
ftones, he made a prefent of to the fe- 
pulchral monument of his great prophet 
Mohammed. From whence we may na- 
tuially conclude, that amber-greafe is a 
fea-gum, that hardens, when thrown on 
the fliore, and expofed to the air by any 
violent agitation of its waves. This very 
valuable gum is feldom found but in the 
efftern parts, and in the (f) Indies. 

I had a bird likewife called a Paes-je- 
leh, brought me, which was much like 
an European duck, only its head, bill, and 
feathers, very nearly refembled thofe of a 
crow : the feet of it were broad at bot- 
tom, and divided into three parts 5 the 
body of it was long, and tho’ never fo well 
dreft, the flefh of it is by no means palat- 
able. The reader will find a reprefen ta- 
tion of it in Numb. 70. 

On the 23d inftant, we went once more 
in form to the village of Kaladoen, which 
ftands at about a league’s diftance from the 
city, in order to take a view of the magnifi- 
cent fepulchral monument of Abdulla. 

To this Saint's particular care and infpec- 
tion, (as we are aflured by the natives) 
were entrufted the waters of Emoen Of - 
jeyn, who was one of the twelve difciples, 
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at leaft, if not of the apoftles, as fome 1.70^ 
pretend, of their great prophet. This mo- <-'v— ' 
nument, which is ereCted between four 
walls, and fronted with fmall flbnes, is 
compofed of a grey marble, embellifhed 
with feveral fgj Arabian characters, and 
furrounded with lamps made of copper, 
lined with tin. We went up to it by a 
flight of fifteen fteps, each a foot high, and a 
little above them another flight of the fame 
number, which led to a fquare plat -form 
of two and thirty feet every way; and on 
the front thereof there are two columns of 
fmall ftones ; fome of which arc of an* 
azure colour. The bafe is five feet in cir- 
cumference. The door to it is but fmall, 
and the winding ftair-cafe to it confifts but 
of fifteen fteps. It was higher in all pro- 
bability formerly; for they have fuffered 
greatly, it is evident enough by the incle- 
mency of the weather. The ftair-cafe 
within is fo narrow, that I was obliged to 
undrefs myfelf, tho’ but of a middling fta- 
ture, in order to get up to the top, as 1 did, 
and looked round about me. What, how- 
ever, is fomething very remarkable and 
extraordinary, is this, that when one of the 
columns is fhaken by any violent motion of 
the body, the other, tho’ at a confiderable 
diftance, trembles at the fame time through 
the fame impulfe. This I found to be 
true in faCt, indeed ; but I was perfectly 
at a lofs either to comprehend how it 
fhould be, or account for the caufe of fuch 
a fympathetic tremor. Whilft I was tak- 
ing a draught of this (h) Maufoleum, a 
lad of twelve years of age, or thereabouts 
only, and fomewhat crooked withal, climb- 
ed up on the out/ide of one of the co- 
lumns, and went up to the top of it ; 
when there, he went round it, and defeend- ™u y Z, 
ed without holding by any thing whatfo- l,|llcl ‘ d - 
ever, but fuch of the ftnall ftones of the 
building where the mortar was dropt out ; 
nor did he hazard his neck with any other 
view than merely toamufe us. 

Some fmall matter before fun- fet we re- 
turned to the city, when it began to freeze 
all on a fudden to that violent degree, that 
the water which I had in my room was 
inftantly congealed, notwithftandingit was 
perfectly warm at noon ; and in the night 

there 
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170^ there fell like wife a fmall quantity of 
fnow. 

On the 28th inftant, there arrived a na- 
tive of Arabia from (t) Aleppo, with a 
letter, as he pretended from the balliaw of 
that city to Mr. Kaflelein, our director, but 
as the manner in which he expreft himfelf, 
feemed perfectly confufed, and as there 
appeared a certain wildnefs in his eyes, I 
concluded, that his brains were turned. 
He had the appearance, however, of one of 
the ccclyfiaftical order; and it is highly 
probable, that he had fled from (T-)Turky, 
on account of the trouble and confufion 
that the natives were in at that time ; for 
news had been brought to Ifpahan, fome 
few days before we arrived there, that the 
grand fignior had been actually depofed, 
and that fultan Achmed, his brother, had 
been advanced to the throne in his ftead. 
Tho’ this Arab was very well dreft, yet 
the prefent which he had brought with 
him was very mean and inelegant ; fpr it 
confifted only of a pair of yellow boots, 
two or three handkerchiefs of little or no 
value ; a fmall handful only of dates, and 
two or three flicks of wax. 

Mr. Kaflelein did not much care to open 
his letter, fincc, tho’ it was fealed, indeed, 
yet it had no dire&ion upon it; neither 
was he much inclined to receive the pre- 
fent, being perfedly at a lofs to determine 
the occaflon of it. 

On the thirtieth, we went out of town 
once more ; and I caft my eyes about for 
fome proper place from whence to draw a 
profped of the city, as it appeared in the 
winter-feafon ; for ’tis abfolutely impoflible 
to be done in the fummer, on account of the 
multitude of lofty trees that totally hide 
it. We went up a rifing-ground to take 
a view of a building that flood againft a 
rock, of which we (hall give a fhort de- 
feription in another, and more proper 
place. There I met with feveral fprings 
and canals, which, tho’ running waters, 
were perfedly frozen. 

In the interim, the king’s fervants and 
baggage arrived, and filled the chiaer-bacg 
to that degree with duft, that the alley was 
obliged to be watered. As Mr. Kaflelein 
had been informed of this occurrence, he 
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fent me and his whole family to the very ^703 
fpot which I had pitched upon for taking 
a profped of the city, in older to have an 
uninterrupted fight of his majefty, who 
was to pafs by that very place. We drefl 
ourfelves accordingly to the beft advantage 
we could, and our horfes were very neat- 
ly caparifoned, in which article the Per- 
fians are remarkably curious. We wait- 
ed at leaft a whole hour at the Armenian 
burial-ground above-mentioned ; but foon 
afterwards a great number of horfemen 
made their appearance ; and the king’s 
baggage, or equipages, were carried upon 
mules. Six elephants had been fent out 
fome time before, in order to meet his ma- 
jefty ; four of which ftopt in the chiaer- 
baeg, but the reft went on. About half 
an hour before fun-fet the king himfelf 
appeared, accompanied by the principal 
lords belonging to the court, and followed 
by a prodigious crowd of people. He rode at 
the head of them upon a fine chefnut- horfe, 
and palled by us near a fmall river, where 
we had polled ourfelves on horfcback in 
order to wait for his coming. Wc falut- 
ed his majefty in the moft refpedtful man- 
ner, and he fixed his eyes very wilhfuUy 
upon u 3 . A? the river which he was obli- 
ged to go over was but narrow, moft of his 
attendants forded it ; for great numbers, 
who were ambitious of getting upon the 
bridge, fell off. We, in order to avoid 
that danger, turned off towards Julfa, but 
brought night home with us. 

It is almoft incredible to think what a 
multitude of people attend this prince on 
any public occafion ; a Arango would 
think he faw an army before him. And 
the number of his camels is equally amaz- 
ing ; and for my own part, I muff own 
I never faw fo many at one view in my 
whole life before. Belides thefe nume- 
rous attendants, there was a prodigious 
crowd of fpeftators, not only on foot, but on 
horfeback likewife, in the alley or chiaer- 
baeg before-mentioned; The king, in or- 
der to get to his palace, went thro’ one of 
his gardens, preceded by two leopards, 
which always go with him when he takes 
the royal diverfion of hunting, and divers 
falcons. His concubines came to town 

the 
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1703 the very fame night. 

On the 1 4th of December, wc fpent 
the Chriftmas-day with Mr. Kaftelcin, 
and on the 15th, we paid our vifit to the 
monks of the three convents which ftand 
in the fuburbs. 

Two days after that, as we were at the 
company’s houfe, we faw a white crow, 
which had made its appearance there feve- 
ral times, but nobody could fhoot it. It 
was taken at laft, however, in his majefty’s 
toils. 

Remark- At the fame time they dragged a fmall 

jbk miles. p 0nc j^ wherein they catched four different 
forts of fifh, which arc unknown in our 
European countries 3 namely, the Ghaer- 
niaji, as they call them, that is to fay, the 
afs-fith, which is marked in fuch a man- 
ner, as if a net was thrown over him 3 the 
sjir-ma-ji, or milk-fifli, which is all fpot- 
ted with feales 3 the faraep, a filh, the 
back whereof is a lively green, and its 
belly white. ’Tis remarkable, that it 
fwims for the mod part on the furface of 
the water. The fourth fort confided of one 
fmall fifh only, that had not, as had been 
taken notice of by feveral, in the lcafi: 
made any encreafe in its bulk for two 
yearS fucccffively. This, together with 
feveral others, I preferved in fpirits of 
wine. All of them, however, more parti- 
cularly when fried, are extremely well 
tafted. 

On the fil'd: day of January, 1704. 

1. a ix) U t thirty of us went to pay the ufual 
(?aj. compliments of the feafon, according to 
the cudom of the country, to Mr. Kaffe- 
lcin, who not only made us dine, butffay 
fupper with him, who entertained us in a 
mod elegant manner, exclufive of the 
fvveet-meats, and other little refrefhments 
that were ferved up between the meals. 
As the ( 1 ) Englifh agent was by fome ca- 
fualty or other fomewhat indifpofed, he 
could not make one amongff us. His fe- 
cond, however, and the principal officers 
of his houfe, together with Father Anto- 
nio Dediro, the refident from (m) Portu- 
gal, came, and fpent the evening with us. 
That ecclefiadic was a gentleman of great 
merit, had feen a great part of the world 5 
and not only knew it, but how to live in 


it too with credit and reputation. There 1704 
were likewife feveral Armenian mer- 
chants amongd us. However, this enter- 
tainment, elegant as it was, was nothing 
in comparifon of thofe which he ufed to 
make before the deccafe of his late dearly 
beloved confort ; and there were but four 
chambers, once fired off in the morning, to 
give notice of this grand fedival ; whereas 
it was cudomary, in all the preceding years, 
to difeharge feveral, and at divers times in 
the day, on that joyful occafion. This 
fingle fignal, however, brought abundance 
of people from ]ulfa, and the parts adja- • 
cent. As my eyes were attentive to every 
curious incident, I obferved one particular 
lighted taper, which was near fix feet in An 
length, and in circumference proportio- 
nable, widely different from any thing that 
I had ever feen of the like nature before ; 
with agreeable decorations from the top 
to the bottom, all in a Angular high tadc. 

It dood upon a fpacious difh, in order that 
the wax, which might cafually drop from 
it, might not anyways incommode it, and 
it gave a furprifing light. All that night 
and the preceding day, the rain poured 
down to that degree, that the roads were 
almod impaffable, which, at that feafon of 
the year, is looked upon there as fomewhat 
very uncommon. On the fixthindant, how- 
ever, which was Twelfth-day, the weather 
proved very fine once more. Some few 
days after that, we were entertained by the 
Britidi agent, much after the fame manner 
as we had been on New-year’s day by our An ,ntu- 
own director 5 with this addition, how- 
ever, that his chambers were difeharged at 
every health 3 there was likewife a kind hy , '' 1 

J c . Ufh agent, 

of concert or mu fie in the Perfian taffe. 

About fun-fet, there came a native of (n) 

Georgia, who by profdfion was a dancer, 
and attempted, indeed, to amufe the com- 
pany with fome ieats ofadivity 3 he turn- 
ed out, however, but a bungling perfor- 
mer 5 one of his company, as a farther 
amufement, was fwaddled up to that de- 
gree, in a white ftieet, that no part of him 
was vifible but his arms, in imitation of 
two children, one perfonating a boy, and 
the other a girl. Tho’ he was extended on 
the floor, like one that was dead ; yet he 

U u u made 
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made feveral comical motions, and kept 
pretty good time to the mafic that played 
during the operation. His hands were 
muffled up in the heads of the two ficti- 
tious children, who firft kift and embra- 
ced each other ; but concluded the droll 
performance with a fevere battle. 

Mr. Kaftelein, our director, from 
whomlreceived feveral very diftinguifhing 
favours, after this entertainment was over, 
fent me'above a dozen bottles of exceeding- 
ly fine flavoured white wine, of which he 
furni/hed me with plenty during my long 
, flay at Ifpahan, and entertained me be- 
fides almoft every day at his own houfe 
with an elegant dinner and fupper : but 
whenever I rol'c from table, and left my 
company, I conftantly withdrew to my 
own apartment, and there applied my 
mind to thofc things in particular which I 
had in view, and which were my princi- 
pal motives for undertaking fo long, and 
fo hazardous a journey. The wine which 
I juft mentioned to be thus prefcnted me, 
was iome of the lineft in all Perfia j for 
thofe at Ifpahan are fhamefully neglected 
in regard to their fining. What liquor 
foever a ftranger drinks there is extremely 
foul, and very unpleafing to the tafte. No 
wines are fined there but thofe of Zjie- 
raes, or Shiras, which are the very beft the 
country produces, and of which we (ball 
fay fomcwhat farther in another place. 
Moft of our Europeans, after they have 
refided in this country for fome con- 
fiderable time, feem as regardlefs as the 
Perfians themfelves, whether their wine be 
fine or foul, fo that the body of it be but 
ftrong. The wine I was always furniihed 
with was as clear as chryftal, had the fla- 
vour of Rhenifih ; and was noways infe- 
rior to the heft claret I ever tafted at ( 0 ) 
Paris, or any part of France whatever. 
They have one fort of red wine in this 
city, that has the tafte and flavour of that 
at (p) Florence. Thefe wines are fined 
down in large earthen vafes, or jars, in- 
ftead of calks, as is cuftomary with your 
wine-merchants in the ifland of (y) Cy- 
prus j and after they have been duely fer- 
mented, they arc racked off into large 
glals-bottles, fuch as will contain about 

f 
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four or five gallons. For the making of 1704. 
thefe wines, they feleCt the very b eft grapes w ' v ' - 
they can poflibly procure, and are pecu- 
liarly careful in their manner of pick- 
ing them ; for all rotten ones, and fuch as 
are only bruifed, are thrown alide, and to- 
tally excluded ; from which practice their 
wines have a flavour peculiar to them- 
felves, and fuch as no others can equally 
boaft of. Befides, in order to preferve 
them, and ftill add to their delicious fla- 
vour, they make ufe of (r) cardemums 
and ( s ) fulphur. As to the reft, they ne- 
ver attempt to drink them till they are a 
year old, and fome think them as good and 
as palatable, if not more fo, when they are 
twice that age. 

During the time I refided in this city, 
we received fome important new6 from 
(t ) Germany by letter, dated the 8th of 
November laft, fent us from Aleppo, by 
couriers, employed for that purpofe, by 
the two companies of («) Holland and 
England. Thefe mefiengers, or runners, 
as they are fometimes called, go in like 
manner to ( w ) Gomron, orGombron, and 
the parts adjacent. 

On that day commenced the Beyjam, 
that is to fay, the grand, folemn faft, which 
is ftriCHy obferved throughout the whole 
kingdom of Perfia, and continued for 
near a month, without any intermiffion, 
viz. till the return of the new moon, in 
the fame manner as it is obferved likewife 
throughout Turky. 

During thefe thirty days, they are ftrift- 
ly enjoined neither to eat, or drink, or lo 
much as to take one Angle whiff of to- 
bacco, in which they indulge themfelves 
more, perhaps at other times, than any 0- 
ther body of people what foever, (or 
wherefoever) from the dawn of day to 
the Petting of the fun. However, to com- 
penfate for that fevere mortification, they 
turn the night into day 5 and after fome 
Ihort aCls of public devotion after fun-fet, 
which may continue perhaps for half an 
hour, or fomewhat better, they may 
fmoak, eat and drink, as much as they 
think proper, till day-break again. In all 
this, however, there is a certain form ob- 
ferved with refpeCt to fome particular cir- 

cumftances j 
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1 704 cumftances ; for after they have tired them- 
felves with fmoaking, they indulge them- 
felves with nothing but eating of fruits, 
fwcet-meats, and fuch other trivial refrefh- 
ments, till after twelve at night, or one in 
the morning : neithey are they permitted 
to blow their trumpets, or play on any 0- 
ther of their inftruments of mufic at mid- 
night, as they frequently ufed to do in for- 
mer times. For thefc amufements, they 
mull now wait with patience till four or 
five o’clock in the morning } but at that 
time, indeed, they make as much noife 
with them as poffibly they can, in order to 
awake their mechanical operators, and re- 
mind them of the bufinefs of the enfuing 
day. This noify mufic, likewife, is a fig- 
nal of no fmall fervice to thofe who refide 
at fome confiderable diftance, by which it 
is intimated, that they may then bring into 
the city, without referve, their various 
commodities, fuch as fowls, fruits, herbs, 
and other goods of the like nature j which 
may be done at all other times by mid- 
night, if they think proper to frequent the 
market fo early. Their trumpets likewife 
are blown for about half an hour before 
fetting of the fun, in order to give notice 
to his majefty’s guards to repair to their 
refpedtive polls. It is required, moreover, 
that every fhop (hall be clofc Ihut up by 
nine at night, at the farthell ; and that 
every perfon that may be amufing thein- 
felves abroad may relort to their relpedtive 
habitations ; and about two hours before 
day-break, the Mollas, as the natives call 
them, that is to fay, their ecclefiaftics, 
whofe province it is to give notice of the 
ifiated times for public worlhip from the 
tops of their mofehs, begin to fummon 
the people together j this ceremony is pe- 
peated at noon, and as foon as the fun is 
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well fet. The Perfuns, likewife, compute 1704 
their hours from the fun’s rifing to its fet- 
ting ; without the lead regard how far the 
day or night is fpent. In fliort, they 
reckon all by guefs, and never mind whe- 
ther the day be either longer or (horter 
than the night. 

Tho’ the river, on the fubfequent days 
was covered over with ice ; yet one of Mr. 
Kaftelein s doineftics caught lomewhere 
at fome difiance from the city, a tifij of 
fuch a bulk as is feldom feen in thofe parts. 

It bore a near refemblance to one of our 
carp ; but was near a yard long, and when 
dreft, was a moft delicious repaft. This 
fiflt is diftinguifhed, in their language, by 
the name of the Shirmafhi, as we have be- 
fore obferved. 

After I had written fevcral letters to my 
intimate friends and acquaintance in Hol- 
land, by the way of Aleppo, I went on the 
fixteenth infiant with our director and his 
family to (x) Julia, or Julpha, in order 
to* be prefent at the feftival of the confe- 
crationofthe water, which was to be fo- 
Iemnized by the Armenians before the 
dawn of day. This feftival in their lan- 
guage, is called the Goeroorting, that is to 
fay, the baptifm of the crofs, and is obler- 
ved on the fixth of January by the (y ) 
Ruffians, as well as themfelvcs. We ar- 
rived at Julfa, much about fix in the even- 
ing, and went diredly to one Mr. Sahid, 
who was our interpreter, with whom we 
lodged that night, and who entertained us 
with a very elegant fupper. As foon as 
this grand ceremony is opened, which is 
about three in the morning, we repaired to 
the church of Anna-baet, which may with 
propriety be termed the cathedral church 
of the Armenians. 


Occajional Remarks on 

(a) Ifpahan, fee p. 109. n. m. 

(b) Perfia, fee p. 64. n. e. 

( c ) Armenia, fee p. 198. n. g. 

(d) Europe, fee p. 127. n. dd. 

(r) France, fee p. 214. n. m. 


the preceding Chapter. 

( f ) India, fee p. 219. n. d. 

( g ) Arabia, fee p. 203. n. a. 

( h ) Maufoleum, fee p. 242. n. a. 

(i) Aleppo, eaft long. 37. 40. lat. 36. so. 

is the capital of the government, or beglerbek 
of Aleppo, in Afiatic Turky, fituate 70 miles 
’ eaft 
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^ ‘ and about XOO BUkll,^®? Of IPC riTCruupn^ , j ^?Lu— A aV ^ .-Vumi- nea&nts ind 

tcs. It Hands on four hills, in fhe jnidd le of a 
plcafant, fruitful plain, being of an oval figure, 

and about three miles in Circumference, the ca- 
ttle being on the higheft hill in the middfc of 
the city ; the buildings of the town ire better 
than in mod cities throughout all Turkyi and 


but arc (uppued mm 11 ircq^ 1 '^ 
land and Holland. As tO; their peafants and 
country-people, they eat fcarce an f ; 9 ”[ er “Jj* 
Indian cdrn j a very coarfe fdod. Thfc flefe 
of their ckttfe is generally, lean *nd dry \ but 
they haVt f/fetity of chcfttrti, iltnonds, figs, 
and railins. They make alfo a great deal of 


than in mod cities throughout all ur y, a ^ ^ ^ ft* water, let into (hallow pans * ef- 
' they have a great many ftateiy ^mofehs and ca- • ^ bay of St UbcS| f rom whence 

ravanferas 1 it is well formfeed with fountains P J a great deal, efpedally to America, 
and refervoirs of water •, and their gardens and ^ fo ° - g n ® ade 0 f t h e Portuguefe, confifts 
vineyards are well planted with grapes, oranges, . r exportation of the produce of their 

apples, cherries, and other excellent fruit. The : t i ■ ~+A «r*A uvkift* rinrf-wihM* Oran- 

* a . • | t* . _ _ J „ L . 1 fsx U 1 M »La 


chriftians have their houfes and churches in the 
fuburbs. There is a very confiderable trade 
here for filks, camblets, and Turky-leather. 
Every European nation almoft has its fa&ors 
here. The Ehglife faftors are abdut forty in 
number, and live in a quadrangle, refembling 

. . . • I I •_ 3 1_ 
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own fey, 1 via; red and white port-wines, oram 
ges, lehidhs, and. other fruits ; or in the ex- 
portation of the merchartdife they receive from 
their plantations and fettlements in Afia, Africa, 
and America } of which thofe from Brafil, in 
America, are much the moft confiderable ; for 
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number, and live in a quadrangle, refembling ya ft. quantities of fugar, tobacco, rum, 

a college, having their chaplain and Chappels, cotton> i n digo, hides, train-oil, dying-woods, 
where they perform their devotions regularly ^ drugs •, they import vail treafures of gold, 
as in Chriftendom, and at their lei fure- hours fi lver, and diamonds from Brafil, having lately 

they hunt, and ufe other fports with all imagi- ditcovcred fome very 'valuable mints of thefe 

nable freedom. , About twelve miles fouth-eaft ious minerals there j itifemach, that the 
of Aleppo, is a falt-lake feyen or eight miles - ya i ue . 0 f diamondsWefubk cbrtfideraBly. ; But, 
over, having a dry cruft of fait on the furface, ^twithttandfag Portugal : is', 6r ttas at Itaft 

which founds like frozen fnow,, when horfes formerly one bf the richeft kingdoms in the 

trample on it ; and magazines of this fait are wor j d> however, fee weatteft. They have 
1 * 1 — -- .1.- rtiArirkliniifliDod of Alebob. The a, tn' 


him. 


(k) Turky, fee p. ao 3 . n. e. 

( l ) England, fefrp. 9 *- “•/• 


r - r — 

IU U& UiWU them againft 

' Spain, they' would ' fe'on be fwaHowed up by 
'■feat potent neighbour. , This is a much better 
fecuritythan the 'double marriages contracted 
between the two drowns, in the year 1729. 
Porjugal is an abfohrte monarchy, and the 
crown hereditary. There are aflemblies of the 
/'ml Portugal, the moft wefterly kingdom of ftates and cortes here, indeed, as well as in 

Europe fuuate between feven and ten degrees Spain -, but they only ferve, to confirm the de- 

S weft long and between 37 and 41 degrees ‘ crees of the prince. The public annual reve- 

P f north iat bounded by the kingdom of Spain nues offee kingdom amount to near a million 

° the north and eaft j f and : b? the Atlantic ocean fterling, dear of all penfions and falaries j but 

on the weft and fouth being about 30a miles 4 he klng receives a much gfeater revenue from 
La an d too broad. This country fe notfo the pfoduCe of the .Minea of Brafil, which it is 

ILL soain efpecially that part which lies on : fcarte poHible to make • a.' juft eftimate of. 

fee coaft bcingcooleil by the fea-breezes j but There is no country to which the Englife trade 

it » not fo fruitful as Spain, being incumbered ,to gr^fdv^i , we import the 

with fome of the barten mountains on greateft part of their wine, and fruit, they take 
rhat continent •, however^ towards the bottom our woollen manufadure in return, with which 

of them they are planted with vines, which they do not only cloathe the Portuguefe of Eu- 

oroduce a great deal of good wine; The foil rope, but the numerous cptofees-they hive in 

alfo produces plenty of olives, as well as oranges Afia, Africa, and America-, and many nations 

and lemons j but neither theit oils or ihdr' four that formerly Went baked, Which fee Pbrtu- 

oranees are fo good as thofe of Spain. Their guefc have taught to cloathe themfelves, and 

f „J „™ BK , howner, Which c«fcrm » EOrSpWn ctfhim. 

ccd from China, andfor ,ai "' « ha, ,V?K ,Kl * f“ 

China-oranges, are chc'&eK in enr^o. TKt, from Portugal, \ho lft« frtportitron ol it from 

thence 
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1704 thence is prohibited, under very fevere penal- 
ties by their government. 

00 Georgia, in Afia, fee p. 107. n. d. 

(0) Paris, eaft long. 2. 25. laf. 48. 50. the me- 
tropolis of the king of France, and of the prin- 
cipality, or government of the Ifle of France, 
200 miles fouth-eaft of London, 680 miles 
north-eaft of Madrid, 550 miles well of Vien- 
na, 1300 north* weft of Conftantinoplc, and 
700 miles north-weft of Rome. Paris is ufually 
divided into three parts; firft, the town, which 
is the largeft, fituate on the north-fide of the 
river Seyne; 2dly, the city, much the leaft, 
but mod ancient, confiding of three little 
iflands in the middle of the Seyne ; jdly, the 
univerfity, which lies on the fouth fide of the 
river. That part of the town, which (lands on 
the north-fide of the river, and called the town, 
lies on a perfett level, and was formerly a bog, 
and that part called the city, lies low ; but that 
part called the univerfity, on the fouth fide of 
the river, has feveral little hills in it. The 
whole town, according ro the French writers, 
is of a circular form, fix leagues in circumfe- 
rence, and the diameter three •, and confe- 
quently, muft ftand upon more ground than 
London ; but thofc who have viewed both are 
of another opinion ; certain it is, London is 
more populous. The largeft calculators will 
not make the inhabitants of Paris amount to 
much more than 700,000 men ; and there are, 
at leaft, 200,000 more in London. The houfes 
of Paris are built of white hewn (tone, five or 
fix (lories high: and as every nobleman almoft 
has a large hotel, or palace in it, with courts and 
gardens, it muft be admitted, that thefe excel 
every thing of that kind in London. As 
for the Louvre, and the reft of the royal palaces 
in Paris, where their kings ufed to refide, thefe 
are old decayed buildings, that do not anfwera 
traveller’s expectations at prefent. It is an arch- 
bi (hop’s fee, and an univerfity,in which ’tis fuid, 
there were 100 colleges, tho’ there are but 54 at 
prefent that bear that name ; and of thefe there 
are but ten where exercifes are performed. The 
Sorbonne is one of the fineft colleges in Europe, 
from which the whole univerfity is frequently 
called the Sorbonne. It is now very much up- 
on the decline ; other colleges and academies, 
being erefted of late years by royal authority. 
The civil jurifdiftion, and all the other privi- 
leges almoft, which the Sorbonne had formerly, 
are taken from it. The academy of fciences is 
of much the fame nature as that of the royal 
fociety of London. Befides which, there is an 
academy for refining and improving the French 
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language*, others for the improvement of 1704 
painting, fculpture, and architcdlure ; others 
for the exercife and improvement of all mecha- 
nic arts and manufactures ; fuch as tapeftry, 

Mofaic work, wrought plate, works of iron, 
fteel, copper, brals, embroidery, &c. The 
chief manufactures of this city are thole of gold 
and filver fluffs, wrought filks, velvet, gold 
and filver lace, ribbons, tapeftry, linnen, and 
glafs. There are, according to a late Frenc h 
writer, 22,000 houfes in Paris, many of wl.Lli 
are feven dories high, and almoft a family in 
every (lory ; 52 parifiics, 134 monaftcries, of 
which 56 are inhabited by friers, and 78 by 
nuns; 979ftreets; '14,000 coaches ; and up- 
wards of 700,000 fouls. 

(p) Florence, eaft long. 12. 15. lat. 43. 30. 
the capital of Tufcany, in Italy, fituate on the 
river Arno, 58 nnles fouth of Bologna, 140 
north of Rome, and 45 eaft of Leghorn and 
the Tufcan fea. It is one of the mod elegant 
towns in Italy, and called Florence the fair, de- 
fended by a wall, and other modern works, be- 
fides three citadels of a round figure, and fix 
miles in circumference ; cncompafftd on three 
fides*with little, fruitful hills, full of villas and 
country- feats and on the weft lies that rich and 
extenfive Valiey, thro* which the river Arno 
runs as far as Pi fa, and the Tufcan fea. Sta- 
tues and fountains are feen in almoft all their 
ftreets j their private buildings are lofty, their 
fquares fpacious, their churches little inferior 
to thofc of Rome, and their noblemen’s pa- 
laces equal to any in Italy. The ftatues, paint- 
ings, and curiofities in the grand duke’s palace, 
are the admiration of travellers. The duke 
of Lorrain and Tufcany is now fovercign of 
this capital j which, with the dukedom of 
Tufcany, was allotted him, when he ceded the 
dukedom of Lorrain to France. It is an arch- 
bilhop fee, and univerfity. 

(?) Cyprus, the ifland of, fee p. 109. n. /. 

( r ) Cardamums, or Cardamomums, a fort of 
feed brought from the Eaft-Indies, being of a 
fweet odour, and of a hot, biting tafte, like wa* 
ter-crelTes, from whence it derives its name. 

(t) Sulphur, or brimftone, a flat, umftuous 
mineral fubftance, fufible, and inflammable by 
fire i but not capable of being mixed with 
water. 

(/) Germany, fee p. 204. n, g. 


( u ) Holland, fee p. 76. n. c. 
X x x 


( w) Gom- 
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(w) Gomron, or Gombron, call long. 55. 
30. lac. 27. 30. the greateft fea-port town in 
Perfia, fituate in the province of Fars, or Far- 
fiftan, on the ftrait,at the entrance of the gulph 
of Perfia, oppofite to the ifle of Orimis, on the 
ruin whereof this town rofe ; and the Englifh 
affifting the Perfians in taking the ifle of Ormus 
from the Portuguefe, then one of the greateft 
mam in the eaft, the government allowed the 
Englifh (bmc extraordinary privileges, and half 
the cuftoms of the port ; and till very lately a 
great lum in lieu of them. It ftands about 30 
miles north eaft of the Arabian coaft, and about 
300 miles fouth-eaftof Shiras, Befidesthe native 
Perfians, it is inhabited’ by Englifh, Dutch, 
Portuguefe, Arabs, Jews, Armenians, Indians, 
Banians, and fcveral other nations, of which the 
Armenians and Banians are much the greateft 
traders. It is an unhealthful place, which 00 
cafions moft of the inhabitants to remove into 
the country during the hot feafon, the winter 
being the time for traffic. The gains that are 
made by the Englifh Kaft-India company, in 
carrying the merchandife of the Armenians, 


Moors, Banians, &c, from Gombron to Surat, 
is one great branch of the company’s profit •, 
they feldom fend a fhip from Gombron to Su- 
rat, but (lie is as deep loaded as (lie can fwim, 
with their eftedts, befides pafiengers, and a vail 
quantity of treafure on board ; fometimesof the 
value of two or three hundred thoufand pounds. 

(,x) Julfa, or Julpha (old) eaft long. 46. 
lat. 49. once the capital of Armenia, now in 
ruins, the inhabitants being tranfplanted to Is- 
pahan, within a mile of which city, they have a 
town called New Julpha, by fome looked up- 
on as a fuburb to Ifpahan. Here they are en- 
couraged and affiflcd by the Perfians to carry 
on a foreign trade with all the country of Aiia, 
and are the moft confiderable merchants in the 
world. They fuffer them alfo to profefs the 
chriftian religion ^ they have feveral churches 
in New Julpha, and come the neareft to the 
Greek church of any denomination of chrif- 
tians. 

(y) Ruffia, or Mufcovy, fee p. 7. n. c. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 


Tie Solemnity obferved by the (a) Armenians, when they baptize their 
crofs. the inflate Antipathy which is very remarkable in Mules* to 
Bears. The grand Fejlival , called the Gaddernabia, and that of the folar 
Year j both obferved by the (b) Perfians. Other royal and magnificent 
Feafis. The manner of preferving the Stalks or Suckers of Rhubarb, 
and their medicinal Qualities. The Solemnization of the grand Fejlivaf 
called the Bairam-kerbat, or Abraham V Sacrifice. 


T HIS folemnity was opened with a 
proper leflbn, accompanied with 
hymns and mafles, even till break of day j 
at which, time, their priefts, tho’ before 
dreft in black, (the bilhop only excepted, 
who performed the office) put on their 
rich veftments of gold brocade j and the 
bilhop likewife then covered his head with 
a mitre, which was richly embellilhed with 
pearls and precious ftones. He held, more- 
over, a crofier, orpaftoral ftaff.ofa moderate 
fize, in his right-hand, which, tho’ adorn- 
ed as richly as his mitre, was covered over 
with a very fine white, embroidered hand- 
kerchief ; he held another likewife in his 


left-hand ; but that, indeed, was not near 
fo pompous, or fo richly decorated as the 
former. The aflembly of the priefthood, 
on this folemn occafion, were in number 
about four and twenty, who went out 
from the church, in a regular proceffion, 
and in their rich habiliments, to another 
place, dire&ly fronting the church, which 
was very lofty, and finely decorated, where 
over head hung two bells. Here they 
had a large copper bafon, or ciftern, which 
was full of water, on ope fide whereof they 
read, and fung for the compafs of a whole 
hour, or better j after which, the bilhop, 
in a very folemn manner, dipped his cro- 
fier 
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ficr three times fuccelfively into the bafon ; 
after that, the proper attendant brought him 
a large vafe, or cup of oil, which he very for- 
mally threw into the water ; and with that 
laft religious operation the folemnity clofed. 
The ecclefiaftics, however, who had a flirt- 
ed, inftantaneoufly ran to the ciftern, thus 
blefled, and waftied their hands and faces 
with the water } as did likewife all fuch 
of the Armenian laity as could get fuffici- 
ently near it : fuch too as were furnifhed 
with hollow canes filled them with this 
fandified water. The fame folemnity 
was obferved, not only in divers other 
churches, but even at a rivulet, which 
runs near (c) Julpha. However, it is 
proper here to inform the reader, that this 
religious ceremony mu ft never be attempt- 
ed till his majefty’s permiflion is firrt ob- 
tained in form j and for that reafon, the 
Kalantaer, or Armenian burgo-mafter, 
takes care to petition for fomc few days 
before-hand. Whereupon the king fends 
a fpecial meflenger to make a demand of 
two hundred ducats, which fum is an- 
nually paid by them for this ad of indul- 
gence ; but on the receipt thereof his ma- 
jeft^ fends them a proper guard to proted 
them from any infults, or riotous proceed- 
ings from the populace j and this precau- 
tion, ’tis true, is indifpenfably neceflary, 
fince there are vaft multitudes both of 
(</)Turksand Perfians, who, through cu- 
riofity, throng about them, in order to fee 
the proceflion. On this day, in particu- 
lar, the crowd was fo great, that the bi- 
fhop himfelf would not have been able to 
have gone through the ceremony, had not 
the guards cleared the way before him, 
by violence and compulfion. There were 
feven bifhops prefent on this folemn occa- 
fion, who, together with fome other infe- 
rior ecclefiaftics, refide in the cpifcopal 
convent belonging to the church of Anna- 
baet. This convent, which furrounds the 
church, confifts of great numbers of fmall 
cells, or apartments, where there is nothing 
to be feen except a few niches, of no manner 
of ufe but to hold a book or two, and a fmall 
defk, before which they feldom ftand, but 
fit upon the floor. The walls are white, 
and well taken care of j and what light 


L E B R U N. 

they have comes in on one fide by two or 
three fmall windows, which are well gla- 
zed. The refeduary, or common-hall, 
may properly enough be called a long one, 
and is furnifiied with a pulpit, wherein 
fome chapters are read by a proper aflift- 
ant for that purpofe, whilft the others are 
refrefhing themfelves at dinner. The 
chappel, from top to bottom is painted, 
and abounds with the reprefentations of 
divers fctipturc-hiftories ; but all of them 
are executed in a very artlefs and inelegant 
manner. Tho’ their bilhops are obliged 
to lead iingle lives, yet their priefls may 
marry whenever they think convenient. 
The Armenians have two patriarchs, or 
arch- biftiops ; one refides here, and the 
other at Eetfinafin, that is to lay, the three 
churches near mount (e) Ararat, which lies 
at the diftance of about three leagues from 
the city (f) Erivan. 

On this occafion wc happened to be cye- 
witnefles of a very remarkable combat 
betwCfen two mules, and a large, black 
hog, which the former, through their in- 
nate averfion to all bears in general, had 
inevitably torn to pieces, had not a timely 
aid and afliftance luckily intervened. Mr. 
Kaftelein, our governor, accounted, in a 
very rational manner, for this hidden andun- 
expeded occurrence. This battle, faid he, 
proceeded from the innate averfion which 
thofe creatures had to the black hog, from 
the too near refemblance that he bore to a 
bear. He allured us, that on his letting 
one of his mules loofe one day upon a 
bear, by way of experiment, the latter 
was torn into pieces with the utmoft fury 
and refentment in a few minutes. From 
this known antipathy it is, that the guides 
to every caravan, when they are apprehen- 
five of any bears approaching them in 
their paflage, which frequently attack their 
horfes, fet their unloaded mules direftly up- 
on them, who fly, like lions on their prey. 
At that very juncture, there happened to 
be a bear. ward making a Ihew of one he 
had tamed, and trained up to play tricks, 
not far from the Chiaerbaeg, and a young 
Perfian came riding near him by meer ac- 
cident on a mule which,in an inftant,on his 
feenting the bear, flew open mouth at him, 

and 
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1704 and obliged his mailer to call out loudly 
for afliftance; but no one would ven- 
ture to run to his relief. The mule, 
through the eager purfuit of his detefled 
antagonift, threw his rider, who tho’ not 
actually killed, was forely bruifed, and 
felt for fomc conliderablc time the ill ef- 
fects of his fall ; the bear, however, at lad 
forced his way through a cavity, or hole, 
for (belter, where the mule could follow 
him no farther. This occurrence feemed 
to us, indeed, fomewhat more furprifing 
than ordinary ; fince-we had no idea of 
this innate antipathy in mules ; neither 
can I recoiled, that I have ever read any 
thing in hiflory of the Romans producing 
thofe animals, when tamed, into their 
public thews ; from whence I concluded, 
I prefumc naturally enough, that the 
mules of this country differ from thofe 
that are bred any where elfe, in regard to 
this innate averfion. 

The anni- On the twenty-ninth inftant, every (hop, 
onaccoim? throughout the whole city of Ifpahafi, was 
«»'(■!' o'" as c l°b-' (hut up as ours on a Su nday,in com- 
thcir great meni0 ration of the deceafe of their great 

prophet 

A h. prophet All. 

In the beginning of February, the heat 
began to be fo intenfe, that feveral plants 
on a hidden, as it were, began to make 
their appearance. 

Much about the fame time, the agent 
from (g) England, accompanied by father 
Antonio Deiliro, and fcvcral others of his 
intimate friends, and acquaintance, came 
to pay their refpeCls to Mr. Kaflelcin, who 
entertained them all in a very elegant man- 
ner both at dinner and fupper ; infomuch, 
that the company did not break up till 
day-light began to appear. Such vifits, 
however, were cudomary enough, as our 
diredor and that agent were very inti- 
mate friends; and as both had always a 
numerous retinue, thofe teflimonies of 
refpeCt were always paid in a grand and 
pompous manner. 

I i>e cm. On the 6th of February, the Perfians, 

III' p'’,ui with pleafure, beheld the face of the new 
‘“ n - moon ; at that inflant, their long and fo- 
lemn fafl was over, and they proclaimed 
their joy the whole night long by a kind of 
concert of mufic. 


The next day they folemnized the fedi- 1704 
val of it, according to cudom, after the 
fame joyful manner, and his majelly that 
day made a grand entertainment at court, 
to which mod of the foreign miniflers 
were formally invited. 

On the 8th was another grand fedival, XXtr! 1 
called the Gaddernabie, which is folemni- n,1,ie * 
zed by his majefly alone ; on which, ac- 
cording to cullom, he gives audience to 
all his counfellors of date. 

At the fame time, both their wives and 
daughters repaired with them to the pa- 
lace ; where his majedy detained fuch of 
them as he bed approved of for feveral 
days and nights fuccedively; which is 
looked upon as a peculiar honour, and fuch 
an aCt of indulgence as the ladies are not a 
little proud of. During the time, there 
were great rejoicings, and fine fire-works 
played off before the palace-gate. 

On the 1 oth, it is cudomary, for the 
courtiers to make their voluntary prefents 
to his majedy, confiding principally of 
wax-works, artfully wrought up in the 
form of houfes, gardens, fine flowers, or 
fruits. On that day the wind arofe, and A ftcrm> 
blew at north-wed, in a mod impetuous 
manner; and prevails there, it feems, an- 
nually for fomc confiderable time. This 
violent northerly wind is didinguifhed by 
the name of Baad-biedmufk, or Bed-muf- 
wint, from a remarkable flower which al- A rmmk. 
ways blows, at this particular feafon, on ablcfl ° wc '' 
a fort of willow, from a bud that is not 
much larger than one of our fmall nuts. 

As fmall as it is, however, it is very odori- 
ferous. The natives frequently diflil A plcaf.tnt 
from this fine-flavoured flower, a veryde- iXurom 
licious liquor, not unlike fherbet, or lc- *'• 
monade, when well fweetned, with double 
refined fugar; but much dronger.and much 
more wholefome. This liquor is 4 keptin 
bottles all the year round. This flower 
likewife is frequently dried by the ladies, and 
the powder of it fcattered about their fine 
linnen, in order to give them an agreeable 
feent. Great quantities of it, in fhort,are 
brought to market by people that refide 
in the parts adjacent. As I never obfer- 
ved any fuch buds on our European wil- 
lows, I have given the reader a reprefen- 

tation, 
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tation of two different branches ; one as 
it appears at this feafon ; and the other 
with its leaves, which never {hoot out 
till the thonth of April. The winds, 
which caufe thefe particular trees to blow 
thus, for the moft part, continue till to- 
wards the end of the month; during which, 
the weather is not only very fine, but the 
heat of the fun is very intenfe. 

On the firft day of March we had feve- 
ral fmart toowers of rain } and a ftrong 
wind immediately arifing, it was remark- 
ably cold ; the weather, in toort, proved 
variable, and continued fo to be till the 
beginning of April. 

On Friday, being the 20th of March, 
the Perfians folemnized the grand feftival 
of the folar year. Their bazars, or mar- 
ket-places, ftrike the eye in a very agree- 
able manner by candle-light j fince all the 
(hops in general are prettily decorated, but 
thofe more cfpecially of the fruiterers and 
confedtioners, which have a charming ef- 
fett. There is plenty of all forts of pro- 
vifions likewife in the cooks- {hops, which 
are fent about all the town over, which is 
an uncommon cuftom, and what I never 
faw pra&ifed in any other country what- 
foev*r. However, notwithftanding fuch 
a profufion, the {hops are foon ftript 
of all their fiocks, through the vaft 
concourfe of ftrangers, who refort from 
all parts to Ifpahan on this folcmn occa- 
fion. 

As our mailer of the horfe was a Per- 
fian, and well known at court, I accom- 
panied him betimes in the morning to the 
palace, where his majefty intended to 
make a grand entertainment. The prin- 
cipal lords that were invited fat down to 
table much about ten o’clock ; and rofe 
again in lefs than an hour. All the provi- 
vifions were ferved up in gold and filver 
ditoes ; in which the Perfian king’s mag- 
nificence principally confifts. Each dito, 
of which there was at leaft two hundred 
in number, was covered } and when there 
happens to be more company, the quantity 
of ditoes is frequently doubled. 

Moft of -the guefts, who were invited 
to this banquet, wore on that occafion a 
kind of turban, embellitoed with rich 
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pearls and precious ftones ; this turban, 
they call Tha-eits-timaer : fome, indeed, 
were adorned with the feathers of a heron, 
which are very beautiful in their kind, and 
very graceful. As foon as they are out of 
the grand falon, or hall, where the enter- 
tainment is made, they pull off thefe rich 
turbans, and put on thofe which they 
wear daily on their heads, and which are 
carried before them by their refpettive do- 
meftics. 

During the time that this feftival lads, 
thefe courtiers make a very fplcndid ap- 
pearance, but more particularly on this 
day, when all in general are dreft in new 
attire. At a fmall diftance from the hall 
where his majefty gave the entertainment, 
there were a dozen of his fumpter-hones 
very richly caparifoned ; their faddlcs and 
houfingsj were fet with coftly pearls and 
precious ftones, and their bridles, al! of 
maffy gold. They were fattened to hal- 
ters made of filk, which trailed upon the 
ground } but particular care was taken that 
no one toould tread upon them. Tho’ 
feven of the twelve horfes were white 
ones ; yet one part of their bodies, their 
tails, and their feet were all painted over 
with either a bright red, or a yellow like 
an orange. I could not procure a fight of 
thefe beautiful creatures, till I put my 
hand in my purfe, and bribed their rc- 
fpe&ivc grooms. A rich, large carpet was 
fpread near the place where they flood, 
whereon was fcated a gentleman, to whole 
care they were more immediately entruft- 
ed } and on one fide of him lay a golden 
hammer with which they were (hod ; and 
a trough of the fame metal. I could not, 
however, by a bribe, or any other intereft 
whatever, procure admittance into the fa- 
lon, where the entertainment was made ; 
and was obliged to fit down contented 
with a commodious feat for feeing every 
thing that paffed by. 

During this feftival, there are grand 
prefents cuftomarily made to his majefty, 
not only by the grandees of the court, but 
by the baffas and governors likewife of 
particular places : thefe prefents generally 
confift either of fome rich commodities, 
purfes of gold, fine horfes, camels, or 
Y y y mules, 
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mules, which are carried to him feparate- 
ly by fuch citizens, as are employed by 
his majefly’s exprefs orders for that parti- 
cular purpofe. At the fame time, thefc 
officers carry all round the grand fquare 
belonging to the palace ten or a dozen vef- 
fels full of draw, which are hung at the 
end of fome certain long poles, in comme- 
moration of a conqued which they had 
formerly obtained over the Aefbec (h) Tar- 
tars : after they have made this declaration, 
they lead a ceitain number of horfes, all 
covered over with filk, but without any 
fiddles, into the court'belonging to the pa- 
lace. As for my own part, I thought the 
fined fight of all was, the vad number of 
grandees who walked acrofs the court in 
their return from the entertainment, amidd 
a large throng of fpedfators. 

During the whole courfc of this fedival 
likewife, which is continued for fcveral 
days fucceflively, little prefents of eggs are 
made by one grandee to another ; and even 
the Maer-fejeldaer is obliged to wait on 
his majedy, with fome of them embellifh- 
ed with gold and filver, and painted in a 
very elegant manner. And thefe particu- 
lar prefents are held in great edimation 
amongd them. 

On the 23d indant, we folemnized the 
grand fedival of Eadcr at Mr. Kadelein’s, 
our diredfor’s, and the very next day the 
Englifh agent, with a numerous retinue, 
came to congratulate him on that joyful 
oecafion. He met accordingly with a very 
courteous and friendly reception, and it was 
full late before he departed. On the 2 5th, 
fcveral other vidts were paid us -, by which 
means, in fliort, we fpent the remainder of 
the month, imperceptibly as it were, in 
innocent mirth and focial congratula- 
tions. 

About the beginning of April, our di- 
rector received aprefent of fome young af- 
paragus from a particular friend, which 
was at that time fuch a novelty, that they 
had not then been brought to market, or, 
at lead, threefcore of them could not be 
purchafed under a fcorc of florins. This 
afparagus is always exceflively dear in this 
early part of the feafon ; and few care to 
be at the charge, unlcfs they purchafe them 


with a view of prefenting them to fome 
perfons of didinifion, whofe favour and in- 
teredthey would willingly procure. We 
had, moreover, fome fhoots, or fuckers of 
rhubarb prefented to us preferved in the 
gravy of lamb, as another novelty worthy 
of our acceptance. They are very rcfrefli- 
ing, and of a laxative nature, and at this 
time of the year, highly edeemed, and of 
a mod delicious flavour. Their leaves are 
curled ; and as to their colour, they arc 
green, yellow, and fomewhat inclining to 
the red j but their dalks arc of a yellowifh 
white. Some of them, indeed, are of a 
fine red, and two or three inches thick. 
As to their length, they are generally about 
a foot, or a foot and a half, and the tender 
part of the bed of them is only fit to cat. 
As foon as they begin to fhoot up, they 
are covered, like afparagus, clofe up with 
earth, and by that means they are foon 
brought to perfection. They are culti- 
vated, as favourite plants, for his majedy’s 
table, in the parts adjacent to the city cal- 
led ( i ) Laer, or Lahor, the governor 
whereof is indifpenfably obliged to make 
his majedy a prefent of a confiderable 
quantity of thefe fhoots. The leaf of this 
plant is two or three fathom in circumfe- 
rence; and the root likewife as well as the 
leaf, is like that of the common rhubarb ; 
but it has not equal drength with that 
which grows in the country of Ufbek, be- 
tween (k) China and ( 7 ) Mofcovy. The 
Perfians eat the tender part of thefe fuck- 
ers raw, with fait and pepper, in the fame 
manner as the natives of (m) Italy do the 
fuckers of artichokes ; the tade whereof, 
tho’ hot and biting, is very palatable and 
pleafant. The fyrup, which is fome- 
times made of them is very refrefhing. 
My cui iofuy induced me to make a draught 
of this plant and its root ; and I have ca- 
fually met with fome leaves of it, which 
have been a foot and a half in length, and 
others dill longer. The root of this which 
I have here delineated had four dips, or 
fhoots, which were grey and motled. It 
was fent me, by way of prefent, and as a 
curiofity from the city of Julpha ; where 
it had dood, in a proper bed, for nineteen 
years fucceflively till the time I had it. 

1 On 
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On one fide of the plant, the reader will 
obferve, that I have drawn a particular 
fruit, when the feafon is foniewhat far- 
ther advanced, called by the Pcrfians, Ba- 
densjoen, but by the (n) Europeans, 
Foekje-fockiefe. Sometimes it is of a pur- 
ple, and at other times of a white colour. 
It is, for the generality, about the fize of 
a cucumber, tho’ there are fome full as 
large again. It cats extremely pleafant, 
when cut into broth, or when fried in 
butter, or, in fhort, dreff in any other way 
whatfoever. The fiirub, or plant, that 
bears it, is tranfplanted whilft it is very 
young, and by that means the fruit of it 
is manifeftly improved. Its blofloms are 
parti-coloured, viz. white, purple, and 
yellow ; and tho’, for the moll part, it Ihoots 
but about a foot and an half above the 
ground, it has fevcral fmall branches, 
which frequently bow down to the very 
earth through the weight of the fruit 
which hangs upon them : the reader will 
find in plate 73. a reprefentation of one 
of thefc fiirubs ; as alfo of the other plant 
before deferibed. The leaves of the rhu- 
barb are diftinguilhed by the letter A. 
The root thereof by the letter B. And 
tfje lafb mentioned plant, called theFoeckje- 
fockicfehy the letter C. 

On the 7th of this infhnt April, there 
fell fuch an impetuous fliower of rain, ac- 
companied with hail, near Julpha, as co- 
vered the face of the whole country, not- 
withftanding it was fcarcely difeerned at 
the fame time within the city itfelf, which 
was fuch an occurrence as had not been 
heard of for many years before. During all 
the remainder of the month, the weather 
proved very tempelluous, rainy, and un- 
certain. 

On the 15th infiant, the Pcrfians folcm- 
nized their grand feftival, by them called 
Bairam-korbat, that is to fay, the ficrificc 
of Abraham. Our director, who was 
well apprized of my inquifitive temper, 
gave particular orders to his mailer of the 
horfc, and two others of his inferior do- 
mcflics, to wait on me on horfeback, to 
the place intended for the folcmnization of 
that religious cuflom. On the Eve be- 
fore, and immediately after fun-let, the 


king’s mufic had been heard to play, 
which continued till the very fame hour 
the next morning, w ithout the lead inter- 
million, as his majcfly’s band is very nu- 
merous, and one part relieved the other at 
certain Hated hours. 

At feven in the morning, I made the bell 
of my way to the Chiaer-baeg, where his 
majefly was to pafs, as he went acrofs his 
royal gardens ; and, in about half an hoar’s 
time at farthell, he appeared at the head of 
a long train of grandees, to the number of 
two hundred, if not more, all dreft, in the 
moll elegant manner, with the richell tur- 
bans on their heads, of which wc have gi- 
ven the reader a fufficient defeription lome 
time before. I planted mytllf, about the 
mid- way, as near as I could, when, his 
majefly was to pafs; and alter I had g.a- 
tilied my cuiiolity with a full view of 
him, and his numerous train, I let fpurs 
to my horfc, and galloped away to the 
place called the Bubaroek, that is, to the 
Pcrfian burial-ground, and the very fpot 
whereon the ceremony was to be perform- 
ed; which was half a league difiancc at 
lealt, if not more, Irom the city. The 
whole ceremony confiflcd of nothing more 
than the bare Sacrifice of one male camel, 
without fpot or blemith ; for otherwife it 
would be impure, and unfit for that religi- 
ous fervice. The Darocga, that is the bai- 
liff of the city, or cll'e his nutjdly himlclf, 
gives the fir 11 fatal blow with a long (harp- 
pointed launcc; and when thus deeply 
wounded, lie is inffantly difpatched by fe~ 
veral fabres and knives, in the hands of 
fuch perfons as arc appointed for that fo- 
lemn purpofc : when thus perfectly fi.cri- 
ficed, they cut him up in Juiuiry pieces, 
which are difirihuted amongit the leveral 
officers belonging to each divilion or d if- 
trid of the city ; and as all parties con- 
cerned arc ambitious of receiving their 
full dividend, or fharr, diforderson that ac- 
count frequently arife, and prove fatal, as 
it happened on this very day ; for I law 1c- 
veral laid breathlels on the ground in 
the height of their quarrel and contention. 
For all of them repair to this public lacri- 
fice armed either vvitli liabrcs or clubs; 
and there is always fuch a concourfe of 
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perfons on horfeback, that there is no pof- 
fibility of ftirring one way or the other. 
For my own part, I had the good fortune 
to move off the premifes one of the firft, 
and returned directly to the Chiaer-baeg, in 
order to fee the multitude of fpedators on 
their return into the city. At length 
when the fray was all over, and each party 
had fee u red as good a fhare of the facri- 
ficc as poflibly he could get ; the whole 
multitude returned in triumph ,* each offi- 
cer at the head of thofc belonging to his 
own peculiar diftridt jumping and danc- 
ing; tome waving their fabres, and others 
their bludgeons over their heads, with loud 
acclamations, and abundance of what we 
commonly call rough mufic. The firft dice 
that is cut off from this fpotlcfs facrifice is 
devoted to his majefty’s fervice, which is 
conveyed to the palace on the point ot a 
long fpear. As for the reft, the return was 
made regular enough, not only without any 
noife or confufion, but with all the tefti- 
monies of the moft perfect fatisfattion.. In 
the firft place, the king’s guards made 
their appearance, and after them came his 
majefty himfelf on horfeback, under a 
large parafol (as they call it) that is, a kind 
of umbrello, to fkreen him from the too . 
intenfe heat of the fun. After him, came 
a long train of the grandees, Or lords be- 
longing to the court ; followed by twelve 
of the king’s fumpter-horfes, all richly ca- 
parifoned, and four majeftic elephants. In 
all, there were no lefs, according to the 
neareft computation that could be made, 
than one hundred thoufand perfons of all 
ranks and degrees pvefent at this folemni- 
ty } fomeonfoot, fome on horfe-back, 
and prodigious numbers on the tops of 
their houfes. I was the only European, 
that appearerkdreft in my own country 
mode. As foon as the king drew near, 
the way was prefcntly cleared for him 
by dint of cudgel ; infomuch, that there 
were feveral horfe-men that were drove into 
the water ; fome on foot, who got moft 
heartily drubbed ; and as for my own part, 

I found myfelf prodigioufly fatigued, not- 
withftanding the whole ceremony was 
over by eleven in the morning, if not be- 
fore •, and nojpthftanding the whole mul- 
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titude had crofted the town in form, and 1 704 
made their return in proper order. Pre- 
vious to the carrying this religious cere- 
mony into attual execution, the poor in- 
nocent, fpotlefs camel, was led for ten 
days fucccffively, covered with thorns, 
and other emblems of mortification, and 
preceded by attendants, with launces, axes, 
and a variety of other warlike weapons to 
denote his intended death and approaching 
execution. 

On that day, there are no lefs than fifty 
thoufand fheep all flaughtered, dreft, and 
eaten up in the city of Ifpahan ; and moft 
of thofc who had the good fortune to pro- 
cure a flice of the camel, took care to *drefs 
it with their mutton : however, there were 
fome few, indeed, more religioufly inclin- 
ed than the reft,' who hoarded up what 
they had got as a facred relic, and kept it 
all the year round. It muft be owned, it 
is true, that there are ten or twelve thou- 
fand fheep flaughtered every day through- 
out the year for the fupply of their feveral 
markets ; and that all perfons, of what 
rank or degree foever, rich or poor, lie un- 
der an indifpenfable obligation to eat mut- 
• ton on this folemn day. Some few days 
before the day of facrifice, I met with fuCh 
droves of fheep, that I could fcarcc get 
clear of them. The inhabitants of this 
city, moreover, coufume an almoft incre- 
dible number of lambs, not above five and 
twenty days old at moft. This confump- 
tion commences in November, and lafts tilt 
the latter end of May, but more efpecially 
amongft the people of tafte and diftindtion. 

The price of each of thefe lambb is for the 
generality, feven, eight, or nine moroed- 
jies (as they call their coin) feven where- 
of are of about a crown value of our mo- 
ney ; but the largeft weight of any of 
them does not exceed twelve pounds. 

They arc looked upon as the choiceft vi- 
ands throughout all Perfia, efpecially a- 
mongft the richer fort, who feldom, if 
ever, eat any beef, or buffaloes ; for not- 
withftanding large quantities of both, *tis 
true, are brought to market; yet thofe 
provifions are for the moft part purchafcd 
by none but their mechanics, and the other 
lower clafs of their people. 


Some 
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Some few days after this religious ce- 
remony had. been folemnized in the man- 
ner above deferibed, his majefly went 
with his concubines into the country, and 
amufed both himfclf and them with the 
fight of a large number of elephants fwirn- 
ming a-crofs the river, the waters whereof 
had fwollen exceffively high, by reafon of 
the rains that had fallen very heavy fome 
few days before. 

On the 23d inftant, the Perfians held 
another feftival, which they call Aidika- 
dier, on which (as they affert) their grand 
prophet Mohammed, declared to the 
people, that Ali, or Hali, the prophet, 
fhould be his immediate fucceflor, and 
laid his potitive injundtions on them to ac- 
knowledge him as fuch. 

This was tranfadled (as they fay) in 
y^rabia the happy, near the village of 
§homhadier, from whence the name of 
/this feftival is derived, which is obferved 
by the Perfians only i fince the bare men- 
tion of it to any of the other Mahomme- 
dans is looked upon as a grofs affront. 

About this time the trees began to 
(hoot ; and there were fuch heavy rains 
fell down towards the conclufion of this 
month, that they not only damaged fome 
houfes, but totally wafhed away others. 
This misfortune, however, is not much to 
be wondered at ; fince the mafon’s work 
in this country is juft like a fpunge ; and 
as the houfes ate all flat at top, it is mo- 
rally impoflible to keep them dry upon 
the fall of any impetuous fhowers. 

As foon as the month of May, how- 
ever, came on, the weather began to 
change for the better ; and I went into 
the country with our diredlor, with an 
intention to follow the courfeof the river ; 
but the banks of it had been fo overflown, 
by means of the preceding heavy rains. 
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that we were indifpenlably obliged to 1 
flrike a-crofs the country, by a road, 
which in two hours time, led us to the A , v , IKf . 
pleafure-houfe, or rural-feat, called tlocf- , pl M V" ' 
jeron, which is fituate, eafhvard of the 
city, on the river of Zeiuleroc. To this 
pleafure-houfe there is a good garden, in 
which there is great plenty of iena and 
fruit-trees; and fcveral Ov.it luve been 
fent by the Eaft-India company have halt- 
ed here, not only on their arrival, but at 
their departure from Jfpuhan. There are 
feveral good apartments, it is true, in this 
houfc ; but many of them begin to run 
to ruin and decay. The parts adjacent, 
however, arc exceedingly pleafant. In this 
garden there are four lcveral fciu-trcct, at 
a fmall diflance from each other, which 
cover a pavilion, where theie is a fmall 
flight of flcps in order to get into it. '1 ho* 
thefe trees are very fliort ; yet their trunks 
are very thick, and two of the lour are no 
lcfsjthan 16 feet in circumference. The 
Perfians look upon them with more than 
common regard on account of their anti- 
quity, and peremptorily infill, that Ta- 
merlane the Great once repofed himfclf 
under the fhadow of their wide-fpreadihg 
branches. 

Wc were in hopes of meeting with fome 
game here ; but as the rain began to fall 
heavy all on a hidden, we thought it mod 
advifeable to return to Julpha dire&ly, 
without the leafl farther delay; which ac- 
cordingly wc did, and fluid theie till night 
came upon us. The weather proved veiy 
precarious the next day ; and I was unfor- 
tunately feized with an intermitting fiver, 

Tho’ I had only fome few fits of it ; 
yet they were very fevere, and weakened 
me to that degree, that I felt the ill eftefts 
of them till the beginning of the month of 
June. 


Occafmial Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 


(a) Armenia, feep. 198. n. g. 

(J>) Perfia, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

(f) Julfa, or Julpha, fee p. 262. n. x. 
{dj Turky, fee p. 203. n. (. 


r ( e ) Ararat, the ancient name fir the mount 
Caucafus, between the F.uxinc and Cr.fpian 
fe^s, where Noah’s aik relied. 

(f ) Erivan, call long. 4 5 l at< 4^- a CK V 
of Perfia, on the frontiers of Turky, in AI1.1, 

in the province of Chirvan, fituate 180 miles call 

' Zzz 
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1704 of Erzerun, and 160 miles .north-weft of 
^ Taurus. 

(g) England, fee p. 91. n ./. 

(h) Tartary, fee p. 18. n. i: 

( i ) Laer, or Lahor, capital of the province 
of Lahor, eaft long. 75. lat. 33. is fituate on 
the river Ravione, on the dreams which form 
the river Indus 300 miles north-weft of Delli, 
and 800 miles north of Surat. It is a large 
beautiful city ; once the feat of the empire ; 
but the palaces arc running to ruin fince the 
removal of the court. It is now the frontier 
df the Mogul’s country againft Perfia, Kouli 
Kan, or the Sha Nadir, having added the pro- 
vince of Affock, and all the provinces of India 
on the weft-fide of the Indus to the Perfian 
empire. At this city ends that magnificent 
walk of fhady trees which runs from the city 
of Agra to this place, being upwards of 600 
miles, a plantation of great ufe as well as gran- 
deur in fo hot a climate, fince thefe trees are a 

lhelter to travellers from the fcorching fun. 

« 

(k) China, fee p. 66 . n. /. 

( 7 ) Mofcovy, or Rufiia, fee p. 7. n. c. 

( m ) Italy, is fituate between 7 and 19 de- 
grees of eaft-long. and between 38 and 47 de- 
grees of north- lat. bounded by Switzerland and 
the Alps, which feparate it from Germany on 
the north ; by the gulph of Venice on the eaft ; 
by the Mediterranean fea on the fouth ; and by 
the fame fea and the Alps, which feparate it 


from France on the weft ; and if we include 1704 
Savoy, which lies, indeed, on the Weft-fide of 
the Alps, between Italy and France, we muft 
extend it a degree farther weft. This is ufually 
deferibed, however, with Italy, as it is conti- 
guous to Piedmont, and has the fame fove-i 
reign, being a province of the king of Sardi- 
nia’s dominions. Italy is faid to refemble a 
boot, and is in length from the north-weft to 
the fouth-eaft 600 miles and upwards; the 
breadth is very unequal in the north, which 
may be called the v boot-top, it is 400 miles 
broad from eaft to weft. In the calf of the 
leg, or middle, it is about 1 10 broad, and to- 
wards the fouth, about the inftep, 80 miles 
broad, and comprehends the following coun- 
tries, or fub-divifions. x. In the north of Italy 
are the duchies of Savoy, Piedmont, and part 
of Montferrat, fubjeft to the king of Sardinia; 
the territory of Genoa, fubjeft to the Genoefe ; 
the duchies of Milan, Mantua, and the reft of 
the duchy of Montferrat, fubjedf to the houfe 
of Auftria ; the Duchy of Modena, fubjett to 
its own duke , and the large territories of Ve- 
nice, fubjeft to that republic. 2. In the middle 
of Italy are the duchy of Tufcany, now fubjeft 
to the emperor, of Germany ; the pope’s domi- 
nions, which aimoft furround Tufcany, and the 
ftate of Lucca. 3. In the fouth divifion is the 
kingdom of Naples, fubjeft to the king of the 
two Sicilies. 

(») Europe, fee p. 127. n. dd. 

(0) Ifpahan, fee p. 109. n. m. 

(p) Arabia, fee p. 203. n. a. 


CHAP. XL. 

An accurate^ tho compendious Defer iption of (a) Ifpahan, and of all fuch 
Beauties , both in Art and Nature , as are to be met with in that ex- 
ten five City , and the Parts adjacent , and which we flatter ourfelves 
are well-worthy the Attention of the Curious . 


>704- npH O’ Ifpahan is a very extenfive city, 
ef P titt P utj- provided the fuburbs arc included ; 

own with. t } t ma kes but a poor appearance from 
without, in regard either to the mofehs, 
towers, or ftately edifices that are therein 
ere^ed ; and the reafon, in fatf, is, be- 


caufe in the Summer-feafon *tis perfe&Iy 
concealed, as it were, and over-fhaded with 
great numbers of lofty .trees. And as this 
is the real cafe, I was determined to wait 
till the Winter came on, before I drew a 
profpcfl of it j and even then, I could make 

but 
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jjfoj but an impcrfeft Iketch of it, on account 
***** of the vaft profufion of palm-trees, cyprefs- 
trces, and other ever-greens, which are fo 
very lofty, and fo thick of leaves, that 
they, are at all times and feafons raoft de- 
lightful to the eye. 

All the buildings throughout this city in 
general are of a grey colour, and have ter- 
races, or plat- forms over them. Tho’ 
there is a wall, indeed, that divides the 
city from the fuburbs ; yet there is no 
poffibility ofdiftinguifliing it, or perceiving 
the divifion, as the houfes Hand fo thick 
and clofe together. All thefe are, doubt- 
lefs, great impediments to a perfon that is 
inclined to take a draught or profpett of 
the city, and the more fo, as ’tis built on 
a level, or plain ; infomuch that, in fhort, 

I was obliged to ramble a whole league 
from the place, in fearch after a proper 
biting- ground for that purpofc; from 
/whence I had not only a full view of m 
y / Julpha, which is fituate on the other fide 
/ of the town, the city, with all its appen- 
dages, and the numerous little villages that 
ftand round about it, but of all the fine 
gardens, which take up a vaft extent of 
grdUnd, and the lofty mountains likewife 
that furround them. 

The moun- That mountain which lies the neareft of 
Koe-fofft. them all, and by the natives called Koe- 
foffa, is at leaft a league and an half’s di- 
ftance to the fouthward from the city. On 
one fide of it, there ftands a royal manfion, 
a 0 r pleafure-houfe, which was firft ere<5t- 

houtc called ed by king Suliman, his prefent majefty’s 
IZ'J:'' father, in which there arc a great number 
of very fine and magnificent apartments ; 
from whence wc had a full profpeft, not 
only of the city and the country all round 
about it, but likewife of a fine nurfery of 
all forts of trees, and a kind of cafcade pro- 
ceeding from a torrent of water that is con- 
ftantly falling from the adjacent mountains. 
This rural palace is called Tagtc Sulle- 
moen, that is to fay, the throne of king 
Sulliman, and when I happened to be 
there a great number of workmen were 
very bufy in making the necefiary prepa- 
rations. The reader will find I have an- 
nexed a reprefentation of it, as it appeared 
to me from the foot of the hill. There are 


fevcral other mountains in fight; but then 1704 
they Aand at a much greater diftance from 
the city, which is fituate on a level or 
plajn, as I obferved before, that is near 
five and twenty leagues from eaft to weft. 

It is likewife fix leagues in breadth and up- 
wards. One may lay, without any great 
impropriety, that it is boundlefs, particu- 
larly to the eaftward ; as is alfo the road to 
Shiras, whereon I met with divers fine vil 
lages, and delightful gardens. And tho' t 
travelled at leaft fix leagues eaftward, 1 
could perceive no boundaries or limits. 

This city has no lefs than ten fevcral • 
gates, which ftand all open, and without Tin* gates 
any proper officers to guard them. In or- ofII|> ' ,1Jn ’ 
der to take a tour all round the place, 1 
went to the gate called Haftan-abaet, from 
a perfon of that name, and of high birth 
and tiiftindtion, who began firft to credt a 
range of houfes on that fide. From thence 
I went to another gate called Derwas- 
cykafoen, that is to fay, the gate of the 
deaf; that part of the city having been 
formerly inhabited by fucli principally as 
laboured under that infirmity and misfor- 
tune. I left this gate on the left-hand, in 
order to take a view of the bazars, which 
are at a quarter of a league’s diftance, at 
leaft, from the former. The gate called 
Seydack-moedjoen is at much about the 
fame diftance, and on the eaft-fidc of the 
city, where there is a double wall; the 
outermoft whereof is very low, and be- 
yond it, there are no houfes, and nothing 
to be feen but a few monuments, or tomb- 
ftones. From this I went to another gate 
called Shocbarn, which ftands to the weft- 
ward ; from whence, at about the fame 
diftance, I fiw that called Togt-fhie. 

The canal, which runs round one part of 
the city to the we ft ward, and as far as the 
gate called Karoen, rifes, that is, has its 
fpring from this place. From thence I 
went about a quarter of a league, and law 
the gate called Daridcft, and at an equal 
diftance from that called Darwafynow, 
that is to fay, the New-gate. From thence 
I went to the gate called Darwarfy Lam- 
boen, and then to that called Doulet, or 
the gate of Profperity, which is that of 
the Chiaer-bacg. The tenth is called 
• Hadftiie, 
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1704 Hadfliie, which ftands near the kitchen- 
gate of the royal palace. As foon as I had 
gotten round again to the gate before-men- 
tioned called Haffan-aboet, from whence 
I fet out, I pulled out my watch, and 
found I had been full two hours and an 
half in taking this tour. They are all of 
them compofed of earth only, and have no 
out-works to defend them ; nay, the very 
folding-doors to them are perfectly clumfy, 
and fecured only by a few iron-plates. 

Ti.e ward* This c ity (within the walls) is divided 

of this oty. two an d twenty principal partitions, 

or wards ; feventeen whereof are diftin- 
guiflied by the name of Mamerh-olla-fie, 
or Namet-holladers, and the five others 
are called Heiderrie : they bear a near re- 
femblance to thofc called the Nicoloti, and 
the Caftellani in the city of (c) Venice. 

Each of the above-mentioned feventeen 
partitions, or wards of the firft divifion, 
have diftindt appellations ; the firft is known 
by the name of Bagaet, that is, the ward of 
gardens ; fo called, becaufe in the reign of 
king Abbasthe firft, itcontaincd gardens, and 
nothing elfe. The fecond is called Kerron, 
that is, the ward of the deaf ; the third 
Daeh-bettin, that is, the divifion of the 
houfe of Melons ; the fourth is called Sey-id 
Agmed-joen, from one of their celebrated 
dodtors ; the fifth Letvezj but from whence 
it derives that name I could never learn ; the 
fixth is called Bafaer- Agues, that is to fay, 
the Duck-market ; the feventh Shaer-foi 
Kotba j that is, the crofs way of Kotba ; 
the eighth Seltocn-fenftiierie, fo cal- 
led from an illuftrious prince of that 
name the ninth Namo-afig, the fignifi- 
cation whereof is the three incompatibles j 
the tenth Shoebare, but why fo crdled I 
am at a lofs to determine the eleventh is 
diftinguidied by the nameofDerre-Rabba- 
Kafim ; that is to fay, the ward, or divifion 
of the father Kafim j the twelfth is called 
Goude-Matfoek-beek, but why I know 
not ; the thirteenth Golbaer, that is, a- 
bounding with fine flowers ; the fourteenth 
is called Meydoen-mier, that is, the divifion 
or ward of Mier-fquare ; or the fquare of 
one of their dodtors known by that name 5 
the fifteenth Niema-wort; the fignifica- 
tion whereof I know not j the fixteenth is 

• 


Called Derre-koek, that Is, the fpot, of 
place of pleafure ; what the name of the 
feventeefith is I do not remember j the 
four that follow belong to the ward br di- 
ftridt of the Heyderfies'j' the firft of thefe 
is diftinguiflied by the name of Maleynow^ 
that is to fay, the new part ; the fecond 
is called Derredeft, that is, the abandoned 
part j the third Hoefcypja, that is, the ward 
or partition of the ecdefiaftics ; and the' 
Iaft is known by the name of Togt-ftiie, 
that is to fay, the keeper of the poultry. 

The principal parts of the fame general 
divifions without the wall? are four only in 
number ; the firft is diftinguiflied by the 
name of Abbas Abaet, from Abbas the 
Great, who was its founder. This divi- 
fion, of all the out-parts is the tripft con- 
fiderable } for none but perfons of diftinc- 
tion inhabit this diftridl ; neither is theY.p 
any difference made between thi? ward anA v 
thofe within the walls : this ward is fituate 
to the weftward ; the fecond bears the 
name of Sicms-Abaet, fo called from the 
founder of it } the third feed-abaCf, and 
the fourth Thic-roen. Befides thefe, there 
are two others belonging to the ward^or 
diftridt called Namet-olla-hiej the former 
is called Sheigh-joeffus-fibcnna, that is to 
fay, old Jofeph’s mafon. It is fometimes, 
however, diftinguiflied by the diftridt or 
ward of Sheig-febbennacs ; and fometimes 
again by that of Telwae/kon. 

Under thefe diftridts, or wards, feveral 
fmall fub-divifions are comprehended, 
which have their feveral and peculiar de- 
nominations. Thefe two great divifions 
are forever at variance j forever incompa- 
tible, and difagreeing with each other. 
This oppofition, however, is moft confpi- 
cuous on their days fet apart for proceflions; 
their moft folemn feftivals,and in fuch pla- 
ces as are of public refort. And as both are 
inveterate and perverfe ; there are great 
tumults and diforders for the generality on 
thefe public occafionsj and their enmity, 
in fliort, to each other frequently runs fo 
high, that numbers are fometimes left 
breathlefs on the fpot} but of this we (hall 
take farther notice in another place. The 
rife of this implacable emulation, envy, or 
malice, proceeded firft, as I am informed, 
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from two ancient villages, that flood con- 
tiguous to each other, one of which be- 
longed to the Heiderrics, and the other to 
the Namet-olla-lue, names that have fince 
been aflumed, and by which the two 
contending parties are diftinguiflied. 

This city was formerly called Ilifpa- 
han, Ifpahan, or Afpahan ; and was no- 
thing more than an ordinary town, or vil- 
lage, till the reign of king Abbas the Great, 
who, when he had overcome Laer and 
Ormus, abandoned Cafbin and Sultania, 
and made Ifpahan his favourite place of a- 
bode. The principal caufe of this altera- 
tion, or change in his refidcnce, was the 
advantageous fituation of the latter, which 
now became the metropolitan city, and 
the favourite feat of the monarchs of (d) 
Perfia. It is fituate in the province of 
Irak, which is part of the ancient ( e ) Par- 
tins, and in the northern latitude of 32 
Afgrees and 45 minutes. 
f This country in general is diflinguiflied 
by the name of Perfia, which is a great 
and renowned kingdom of (f) Afia, cn- 
compafled by the (g) Cafpian fei, Zaga- 
thay, {h) Tartary, the empire of the (;') 
Mongulians, or Moguls, the India fea, 
the*gulph of Perfia, (/£) Arabia the de- 
fart, and (l) Turky. 

His majefty’s palace here is about three 
quarters of a league in circumference ; and 
there are fix feveral gates to it 5 the firft 
and principal of which is called Ali-Kapic, 
that is, the gate of Ali, or Hali ; the fe- 
cond is diflinguiflied by the name of Ha- 
ram- Kapefie, that is, the gate of the Sera- 
glio ; both of them open into the Mey- 
doen, or large fquare, which Hands to the 
northward. The third is called Mocrbag- 
Kapefic, that is to fay, the gate belonging 
to the kitchen ; becaufe all the provifions, 
of what nature or kind foever, which are 
ferved up to his majefty’s table, is carried 
through that gate ; and the fourth is cal- 
led Ghandag- Kapefie, that is, the gate or 
entrance to the gardens belonging to the 
palace. Thro’ this no one muft prefume 
to pafs, his majefty himfeff, and his Ka- 
paters, as they are called, that is his eu- 
nuchs, or guardians of his concubines, only 
excepted. This gate leads into the Chiaer- 


baeg. The fifth gate is called Ghajat- 
ganna Kapefie, that is, the taylors-gate j 
becaufe all thofe of that profefiion, who 
are in his majefty’s fervice have their refi- 
dence there •, the fixth and laft gate is cal- 
led Ghanna Kapefie ; that is, the fecrctary’s 
gate ; thefe two laft lead into the northern 
part of the city. The greateft part of the 
Perlian grandees go through thofe gates into 
the palace, when they have an audience of 
his majefty j but more efpecially through 
the two firft. 

The citadel, called the Tabaroek, is 
near half a league in circumference, and 
extends, in regard to the length of it, quite ’ 
into the city, eaftward ; and meets with 
the wall thereof fouthward. The wall 
is lofty enough, but compofed of mud 
only j and is flanked with a fet of towers, 
that make a very mean appearance, tho’ 
there are cannons indeed, mounted upon 
them ; but then they are of little or no ufe ; 
fince they durft not difeharge them for 
fear of throwing down the wall, which is 
run to ruin and decay j fo far, that there 
are large crevices to be met with in divers 
parts of it, that any perfon may fee quite 
through it. Tho’ ftrangers are not per- 
mitted to enter into it ; yet I am fully per- 
fuaded, that the rcafon of fuch prohibition 
is, in fail ; becaufe it is in a more wretched 
condition within, than it appears without : 
it is a fpacious place, however, and has 
fomc few convenicncies within belonging 
to it. 

As to what I have farther to fay with 
refpeft to the reft of the city, I (hall give 
the reader my free thoughts thereon, when 
I fhall have clofed my defeription of it ; in 
order that what I have ftill to add in this 
place, may be more readily and clearly 
underftood. 

Now here, then, follows the deferip- 
tion of it juft as the reader will find it re- 
prefented in the plate annexed (No. 74.) 
and as it appears from the profped taken 
from the fouthward. The figure (1.) direds 
the reader’s eye to a mountain : the figure 
(2.) denotes the new royal garden, which 
I faw when it was but juft begun ; it is of 
a very confiderable extent. Figure (3.) 
diftinguiflies the river called Zenderoe. 
A A (4-) 
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(4.) Points to the houfe of one of the 
principal ( m ) Armenian merchants ofjul- 
pha. (5.) Diredts the eye to the Dominican 
church in the fame town. (6.) Points to 
the church of St. John the evangelift, 
which belongs to the Armenians. (7.) 
To the Epifcopal church, or cathedral of 
the fame people, which has a fmall tower 
belonging to it. (8.) Denotes the church 
in the market. (9.) The church of St. 
Mary 5 all this in Julpha. (10.) Isare- 
prefentation of the bridge, called Allawerdi- 
Khan. (11.) The Muzyt, that is, the 
royal mofeh. (12,) The mofeh, called 
the Torfolla, from one of their dodtors. 
(13.) The Menare-Kambrinfie, which is 
a lofty done tower. ( 1 4.) The Kella- 
Menacr, that is, the pillar of beads heads. 
(15.) The Tabaroek, or the citadel. (16.) 
The Hazaar-Sherip, or the grand royal 
garden. (17 and 18.) Point out the prin- 
cipal monuments, or fepulchres of the Per- 
fians, and their burial-ground called the 
Babaroek. (19.) The place, or ground 
fet apart for the interment of the chrifti- 
ans. (20 . ) Diredls the eye to the royal 
river. (21.) To the mountains of Choroe, 
which are in part covered over with fnow. 
And (22.) Points out the village, called 
Taliffia. 

The Meydoen, or grand fquare, which 
is one of the principal beauties of the 
whole city, is a market-place, no lefs than 
feven hundred and ten paces in length, 
from eaft to weft ; and in breadth, from 
north to fouth, two hundred and ten. It 
(lands to the fouthward of the royal pa- 
lace, and to the northward of the Nach- 
roc-chone, that is to fay, the particular 
ftrudture eredted for his majefty’s band of 
mufic. This building confifts of two lofty 
galleries, diftindt from each other, and be- 
tween them (lands the imperial gate, which 
is a curious piece of architedlure, very lofty, 
and built ftrong with fine ftones. Thro' 
this gate I went into the Bazars. There 
is a reprefentation upon it of the remark- 
able engagement between king Abbas, and 
the Ulbec Tartars. It is a painting, not 
a fculpturc, and executed by a Perfian ar- 
tift. There is a clock over it that ftrikes 
the hours ; which is the only one to be 


met with throughout the whole kingdom 1704 
of Pcrfia ; and on the fame fide there is a 
pavilion of the machines belonging to the 
clock, which gives motion to fome wooden 
puppets in a wheel j a wretched piece of 
machinery, which any European operator 
would look on with an eye of difdain. 

A little farther to the eaftward I came to 
the mofeh called Shig-lotf-olla, from one 
of their dodtors of that name ; who is re- 
giftred amongft the number of their faints. 

This is one of the beft in the whole city, 
and is decorated with a fine dome, covered 
on the out-fide with parti-coloured ftones, 
incruftated with gold. It has a pyramid 
likewife, on which there are three golden 
balls. The front door opens into the 
grand fquare, and there is a flight to it of 
feveral fteps. It is built in a circular form, 
and about forty paces in circumference, as 
the perfon allured me whom I employed 
to give me the exadl dimenfions of it ; forv 
a chriftian muft not prefume, on any pre- ' 
tence whatever, to enter into that facred 
place. 

The royal mofeh, called Shah-mazyt, The ro y »i 
Hands on the weftern-fide of this grand m ° rch ' 
fquare, and is deemed the principal of jll 
the mofehs throughout the whole city of 
Ifpahan. This has a dome to it, like the 
former, and two doors in the front, with a 
pillar on each fide. Thefe columns run 
confiderably higher than the mofeh itfelfj 
the whole of parti-coloured (tone, toge- 
ther with an incruftation of gold, which 
has a fine eflfedl, and ftrikes the eye in the 
mod delightful manner. There are fevc- 
ral Perfian charadters in white all round a- 
bout, and the dome has two pillars. This 
inofch is of a circular form as well as the 
others, and is eighty-five paces in circum- 
ference. In the court diredtly over againft 
the entrance, there is a fine eiftern, or 
fountain ; and it muft be allowed, that 
thefe two mofehs are the greateft decora- 
tions that the Meydoen, or grand fquare 
can boaft of. At about two hundred 
and fixty-fix p|ces from this laft mofeh 
(lands the gate, called Ali-kapie ; and the 
whole fquare, indeed, is furrpunded with 
lofty edifices, and with porticoes or piazzas 
full of lhops and artifans. Thofe which 
2 arc 
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1704 arc in his majefty’s fcrvicc, are on the prefent, however, is a golden quiver 1704 

court-fide : and the much greater part of fall of arrows. Thefe martial amufc- 

the fquare is (befides all this) taken up ments, indeed, have been praCtifed but 

with tents, where all kinds of merchan- feldom, fince his prefent majefty’s accef- 

dize are expofed to fale; at night, how- Aon to the throne, his tafte, or inclination, 

ever, they pack up all their goods as care- leading him quite another way; which is 

fully as they can, and leave a watch be- widely diftant from that of his predecef- 

hind them, who goes his ftated rounds in fors, under whom this column was 

the night with his dog by his fide. The erefted, and thefe tilts or tournaments 

elms that are planted here caft a fliade encouraged. 

over moft of the buildings; and the place In former times, the quality never fail- 
is continually thronged by people of all ed of having a tournament, on the feftival, 

ranks and degrees ; but more particularly called Nowroes, that is to fay, the new fo- 

by fuch people of diftinaion as are obliged lar year; a folemnity obferved with the . 

to attend the court. Here likewife are utmoft ftrianefs by the ancient kings of 

frequently feen great numbers of quack- Perfia ; and, according to the annals, or 

doctors, and their merry-andrews, or buf- regifters of this country, even fo far back 

foons, tho’ they fell no medicines at all, as the days of king Darius, 

and do nothing more than amufe the On thefe folemn occafions, they always 
crowd with idle, nonfenfical ftories, for pulled down, and removed the numerous 

wh/ch they are tolerably well paid for their tents that generally ftand here : and plow- 
laRour by their numerous fpedators. Some cd the ground with oxen for twenty days, 
if thefe mountebanks have their apes and without intfrmiffion, before the feftival 

//monkeys, which play a thoufand antic commenced. The king was then feated 

tricks, to attradl the mob about them ; on a kind of theatre or throne, which they 

for there is no nation under the copes of ca ^ Talael, over the gate of Ali-kapic, 

heaven, fo fond of trifles, and buffoonery, as which is very lofty, and the architecture 

the Perfians are; for which reafon, their thereof is executed in a mafterly man- 

1 oftce-houfes, bazars, and other places of ner - 

die refort, fwarm with thefe idle jack- When the races were over, there came 
puddings, and quack-doCtors. on the ftage, a fet of wreftlers and rope- 

Their tour In the center of this large fquare, or mar- dancers; and after that, they had bat- 
nament. kct-place, there is a large and lofty co- ties both of bulls and rams. On thefe 
lumn, fet apart for their public diverfions ; days of public rejoicings, they had juglers 
and on the fummit, or top of it, the prize likewife ; but his prefent majefty detefls 
for the moft part is affixed, which for the fuch operators, as his fpiritual guides have 

generality conlifts of a golden cup, or fome- intimated to him, that the toleration 

thing of the like nature. The parties, that of fuch magic-tricks are not only immoral, 
contend for it, are obliged to ride by it full but fbamefully wicked and prophane ; 

fpeed and on a fudden turn of the body, neither will he admit of any female dan. 

to throw away their arrows or darts, and cers or courtefans, tho’ they met with 

then ftop their fteeds in a moment. No great encouragement from his prcdecef- 

one, however, but perfons of diftinaion, fors. 

and fo-h as are dextrous fword-men are In the plate hereto annexed, and num- „ on „ { p the 
admitted to thefe martial amufements. He her (75) the reader will find an exaft re- 

that gains the prize, grafps it faft in his prefentation of the Meydoen, or the grand 

hand, and then puts it upon his head, as a market-place. This firft profpeift was ta- 

teftimony of his conqueft and fuperior ken from one fide of the edifice before- 

(kill. His majefty, moreover, makes him mentioned to be fet apart for his majefty’s 

a compliment of feme prefent or other, band of mufic. The letter (A) points out 

of more or lefs value, according to the re- the Talael, or theatre, winch Hands oyer 

gard h« has for the viClor. Thecuftomary the gate called Ali-kapic. (B) Diftin- 

* * guj/hes 
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1704 guifhcs the royal mofch. (C) That other, 
called Shig-loft-alla. (D) Denotes the 
Wugtis-foi-aet, that is to fay, the pavi- 
lion of machines. There likewife arc re- 
prefentcd, not only the tents, but the co- 
lumn, or pillar for races. The fccond view, 
pute 76. reprefcntcd in plate (76,) was taken from 
the ead, not far diftant from the royal 
mofch. The letter (A) there points out 
the Talad, Ali-kapie. (B) The mofch, 
called Shig-loft-olla. (C) The pavilion of 
machines. (D) The houfe, or buildings, 
for his majefty’s band*of mufic. (E) The 
. gate, called the Derrc-harram, that is, the 
Seraglio- gate, of which but little is feen. 
There the column or pillar Hands in the 
middle of the grand fquarc. All along 
the portico, or piazza, belonging to the pa- 
lace there runs, on each fide, a balluf- 
trade of painted wood, which contains no 
kfs than one hundred and nineteen pieces 
of fmall cannon ; but then the carriages of 
them arc moil wretchedly out of repair ; 
particularly in regard to the wheels. There 
is a canal by thefc pieces of cannon, which 
were brought from (n) Ormus, in the 
reign of king Abbas, who, by the aid and 
afliftancc of the natives of (0) England, 
made himfelf matter of that ifland. : 

The gate of Ali-kapie is the entrance to 
the palace, which is a curious piece of ar- 
chitecture, and ten paces in breadth. It 
• is more, however, in depth, with a lofty 
arcade, or vault, with curious niches on 
the fidcs of the wall. When I was got 
through it, I could fee fome lofty ftone- 
walls, between which I got to the build- 
ings and the garden. The gate, called the 
Haram, refembles this very much : it was 
eredted whillt I w r as refident here, and 
was gilt in the front. The very firft time 
I was at court, during the abfence of his 
majcfly and his concubines, I went through 
a gallery between thefe walls ; and the en- 
trance of it appeared to me to be very mag- 
nificent, and truly royal. From thence I 
went to the new Seraglio for the reception 
of the concubines, which abounds with 
fmall, magnificent apartments, the walls 
whereof were white without, and painted 
with flowers. At the end of this build- 
ing, there is a large, and exceedingly neat 


apartment on the right-hand, encompaf- 
fed with chambers, which at that time 
were not perfectly finifhed, but were get- 
ting in forwardnefs, by a great number of 
workmen. From thence I went into the 
hall, called the Fiel-fetton, that is, the 
forty columns, in which his majcfly, for 
the mod part, gives his audience to foreign 
minifiers ; twenty of thefe columns, or pil- 
lars, arc compofedof wood ; but then they 
are well painted and gilt : this hall is very 
fpacious, and the walls of it are painted 
with a fky-coloured blue, embellifhed 
with foliages and flowers. Here I faw, 
likewife, fome figures of European perfons 
of diflin&ion, in habits, like the natives of 
f/iJSpain ; but others, indeed, di ed in a quite 
different manner. I faw likewife eight 
other columns, or pillars, in the back part 
of this drudturc ; four on a fide; and four 
other in an apartment which was locked 
up. Before this lad-mentioned a par tm At 
is a large court- yard, full of fena- trees, anti 
diredlly over againd it another, much final- ' 
ler; behind which Hands the Seraglio, 
and between both, a fine bafon, or fifh- 
pond, lined with large flones ; and the 
court itfelf is paved with the very fame fort 
of Hones. This fifh-pond is one hundred 
and fourfeore paces in length, and four and 
twenty in breadth. From thence I was 
conduced into another court, and after 
that to a great building, where there was 
a hall of uncommon ditnenfions, exceed- 
ingly light, as well as lofty ; with large 
curtains to the windows, which fell from 
the ceiling quite down to the floor. My 
curiofity induced me to throw up one of 
thofe curtains, by which I perceived that 
the hall abounded with looking -glades, 
and was embellifhed with fine pillars, or 
columns, compofcd of wood, indeed, but 
elegantly painted and gilt. This is the fined 
part by far of all the whole palace ; and 
here likewife his majedy gives audience 
fometimesto foreign miniders. Before this 
hall Hands feveral fine bafons or fountains, 
and a large canal for watering the trees be- 
longing to the garden: this palace has feveral 
partitions, and divers gardens didindt from 
each other. Here likewife I faw feveral 
very fine done galleries ; which were co- 
vered, 
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vercd, and embeHifhfed with niches on the 
fides, and feveral ftonc-benches, about three 
foot high } and divers other apartments, ex- 
dulive of the new Seraglio, for which his 
majefty pays annually the fum of three 
hundred tomans, each toman being about 
the value of forty florins, Dutch money : ail , 
the fhops about the Maydoen, or grand- 
market-place, and the Chiaer-baeg like- 
wife, contribute towards it but the clergy 
have all the income or revenue of the gar- 
dens that belong to it, by a fpecial grant 
from king Abbas the fir ft. 

His majefty is peculiarly fond of mu* 
lie, and keeps a great number of hands for 
that purpofe at the place, called the Nach- 
rocchone. 

Their principal inftruments are firft the 
Karama, which bears, a near rcfemblance 
to the trumpet $ fome of thefe Karamas 
are, five inches in circumference at the 
mfiuth-end j and about four foot at the o- 
We r •, and in length, about feven foot fix 
'inches : infomuch that, there is no pofiibi- 
f lity of making ufe of them without a pro- 
per reft. Thefe give a very extraordinary, 
pleafing found. The next inftrument they 
call the Koes, which is a large drum, in 
depth five foot and upwards, and nine foot 
nine inches in circumference. This inftru- 
ment, however, is very feldom, if ever ufed, 
in times of war only excepted, and fuch 
as beat it ride upon camels ; the third in- 
ftrument is called the Hool, which is a 
drum very nearly refembling ours. They 
have likewife what they call the Nagora, 
which is a fmall kettle-drum, and the na- 
fier, or the trumpet. They have more- 
over, an inftrument, much like our harp- 
fichords j but their favourite inftrument, 
and that which is moft in ufe, is their ka- 
mon-fhe, which is a kind of violin. They 
have alfo an inftrument, called the Scorna, 
which nearly refembles our hautboys. 
They have, moreover, a great variety 
of flutes, and the morgnie, or harp, 
which is a flat copper bafon, on which 
they fttike, and make a great noife. They 
have, in (hort, befides all thefe, divers o- 
ther inftruments, the ufe of which are 
wholly unknown in any parts of ( q ) Eu- 
rope. 
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The exetcifes, that are principally pradi- 
fbd by i the natives of Pcrfia, are riding, 
and darting what they call the A’mer/ that 
is to fay, the cane j fhooting with bows 
and arrows, and fowling. They fmoak 
pretty much, and are free in converfation, 
by way of relaxation. They are great ad- 
mirers likewife of the tedious game of 
chefs, and play at it too extremely well. 

Having now Paid all that we think need- 
ful in regard to the Meydoen, or market- 
place, we fhall proceed to give our readers 
a perfed idea of the Chiaer-baag, that is 
to fay, the fine walk, or alley of Ifpahan, 
which is one of the chief ornaments that 
capital can coaft of. The term may with 
propriety, however, be conftrued likewife 
the four gardens. In order to go to it, I 
went through the gate, called Daer-wafey- 
doulet, that is the gate of profperity, ered- 
ed by king Abbas the great, fituate to the 
fouth. That prince gave exprefs orders 
to fome of his counfellors of ftate, that 
they ftiould ered fuch and fuch houfes.at 
their own private expences, at the entrance 
into thofe gardens, all along this fine al- 
ley. One of thefe grandees or lords, whofe 
name was Gemthe-Ali-Kan, ereded, in 
purfuance of thefe orders, a magnificent 
ftrudure, or building, in the form of a 
tower, over againft one of the walks that 
runs along the river. The reft followed 
his example, and each ftrove to out-do 
his neighbour, by embellifhing it with 
fine ftone buildings, and amongft the reft, 
with a pavilion at the entrance} from 
whence his majefty, on his coming out of 
the gardens, might fee all their magnificent 
buildings. 

As I pa/Ted by thefe gardens, I faw (at 
about the difhnce of two hundred and fifty 
paces from the city-gate) two edifices dired- 
ly over againft each other, with great gates, 
which lead into the gardens } and in the 
middle, or centre of this fine walk, there is 
a large odogon bafon ; there are two other 
edifices likewife, refembling thefe, at the 
diftance of three hundred and thirty-eight 
paces from thence, with a quadrangular 
bafon ; and when I had gotten about an 
hundred and feventy paces farther, I came 
to a crofs-way, which extended as far as to 
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*704 the walls of the gardens. This crofs-way 
***** abounds with benches, wooden chairs, and 
tables, and here in an evening I have feen 
great numbers of Perfians fmoaking their 
pipes, and drinkinf their coffee : here the 
ground has a declivity, where there are 
trees with wide-fpreading branches, which 
afford the fineft fhade that can poffibly be 
conceived ; and accordingly, it is almoft al- 
ways prodigioufly thronged, both with 
gentlemen on foot, and others on horfeback ; 
who amufe themfelves there with running 
of races, and other exercifes of various 
kinds. When I had gone fome confider- 
' able way farther, I came to a large ftone- 
gate, which belonged to one of thefe gar- 
dens} and proceeding a little farther, I 
came to two other buildings, where people 
retire to finoak ; and after I had walked a 
little farther, I came to another crofs-way, 
where I faw two buildings, much like the 
former, and between them a fquare bafon } 
here likewife I faw feveral perfons fmoak- 
ing their pipes, and drinking of ceffee } 
and here likewife were depofited a great 
number of bucklers, bows and arrows, 
which belonged to the Mamet-holladers, 
and the Hey-derrics, of whom we have 
made mention before. At fome confider- 
able diflance from hence, I faw another 
oftogon bafon, abutting on a way, which is 
traverfed by a fine river, on each fide where- 
of are planted a prodigious number of fena- 
trees. The high road extends above two 
hundred paces beyond this, all along the 
palace, and the royal garden, where there 
is a fort of menagerie, or place for learning 
how to ride the great horfe. About four- 
fcore paces from hence, Hands the famous 
bridge of Alla-werdi-Khan, fo called from 
bridge. the name of its founder. The road near 
it is no lefs than one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fifty one paces in length, and 
threefcore and eight in breadth } embellifh- 
ed on each fide with fine fena-trees, which 
were planted in the reign of king Abbas 
the great, that is to fay, above one hun- 
dred years ago. That part where thefe 
trees are planted is five paces in breadth } 
and is railed a foot and an half, at leaft, a- 
bove the way, or road itfelf, which is very 
Tandy. This way, thus raifed, which runs 
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between the wall of the garden and thefe 1704 
trees, is paved with large brifck } and the 
canal, that crofTes the Chiaer-baag, is lined 1 
with the feme materials. On the fides of 
thefe trees, which are all regularly planted, 
at the diflance of about ten foot only from 
one another, there is an aquedudt contri- 
ved to water them.' 

The bridge, called Alla-werdi-Khan, 
which is fituate on the river of Zcnderoet, . 
is five hundred and forty paces in length, 
and feventeen in breadth, and eredted with 
large Hones. It has three and thirty ar- 
ches } fome whereof Hand on fend } which, 
in this place, is extremely hard, and the 
water, when it is high, runs under them. 

On this bridge, there are no lefs than 
ninety three feveral niches, fome whereof 
are open, but others flopped up ; and each 
end is flanked with four towers. There 
are parapet- walls, compofed of bricks, W(th 
holes throughout the whole length frofin 
one end to the other } infomuch that I had > 
here one of the finefl profpedls I have ever 
beheld ; with feveral very neat fummer- 
boufes upon it, at each end. At the di- 
flance of about four hundred and fixteen 
paces from this bridge, there is a kind of 
cafcade, or water-fall, received by a bafon,' 
which is threefcore paces long, and forty 
broad. Near this water-fall, there are 
eleven large ftone fteps, which are in a wret- 
ched and ruinous condition } and at no great 
diflance from them, is a large road, fome 
trees, and a flope-way, which afterwards 
becomes perfectly plain and level. At 
fome fmall diflance from hence, I came 
to two other pleafure-houfes, and after 
that, to twelve more, two and two, at an 
almoft equal diflance, one from the o- 
ther, quite to the end of this fine walk or 
alley, which is of the feme breadth in all 
places, and is bounded by his majefty’s 
great garden, which extends as far as here, 
from the above-mentioned cafcade. On 
each fide, there are one hundred and fprty- 
five fena-trees, with fome mulberry-trees 
between them } and from the extremity 
of the bridge to the end of the alley, it is 
two thoufand and forty-five paces; to 
which, when the length of the bridge it- 
felf is added, which is five hundred and 

forty 
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fprty paces, and the way on this fide, 
which is one thoufand feyen hundred and 
fixty one, the total will amount to, four 
thoufand three hundred and thirty-fix pa- 
ces. This fine and pompous alley abuts 
(as we have hinted before) on his majefty’s 
great garden, where there is a magnifi- 
cent building, painted like the reft with- 
out, and decorated with feftoons of folia- 
ges and flowers. The entrance into the 
garden is exceedingly pleafant ; the mid- 
dle walk is embellifhed with a fine canal, 
which has a Hoping fall, and jets of water. 
This garden is very fpacious, and abounds, 
not only with fine walks, but with great 
numbers of fruit-trees, which, tho’ they 
charm the eye, and have a fine effedt, 
might be greatly improved by fome other 
decorations. It is two thoufand two hun- 
dred and eighty paces long from north to 
fouth ; and from eaft to weft one thoufand 
fix hundred and forty-five broad. It is 
^diftinguilhed by the name of Hafaen-fhe- 
riop, that is to fay, the garden of a thou- 
fand paces. Here I faw fcveral very lofty 
towers, but compofed of earth, which 
are made ufe of as dove-coats, the dung 
whereof is a very proper manure for their 
melon-beds. 

The reader will find the firft reprefen- 
tation of the Chiaer-baag, which was ta- 
ken from the weft, in plate (Numb. 77.) 

I took the draught of it by the fide of the 
river called Zenderot, or Zajandoroct, 
which has its fountain-head from four 
large fprings, or wells, called Chert-zefme, 
that is to fay, the fource of fprings. 
This place ftands in mountains, which 
are five days to the weftward of Ifpahan. 
There are fome people who allow it to 
fpring from two fevcral places ; the firft 
whereof is only three from this capital 
city, in a village, called Dambina ; and the 
fecond, where I have already faid it rifes ; 
as for the reft, it lofes its waters three days 
to the eaftward of Ifpahan, in a marfti- 
ground which is called Oou-honie. In 
this profped, or view, every article therein 
contained is diftinguifhed by figures; for 
inftance, number (1.) direds the eye to 
the gardens, which run along the fine walk 
or alley belonging to the Chiaer-baeg ; to- 


gether with the way, or road, that leads 1704 
to the bridge. Figure (2.) points out the '"'C* 
bridge, called Alla-werdie-Khan. (3.) 

Shews that particular building which was 
ereded in the reign of king Scfi, in order 
to be the refidence, or place of abode of a 
holy Dcrvis, who had been fent for from 
( r) India, but refufed to come. Figure (4.) 
direds the reader to the houfe, where they 
walh the bodies of fuch as are dead. (5.) 

Points out the building that belong to the 
Chiaerbaeg. (6.) The edifice, called Gem- 
fhilalli-Khan. (7.). A dove-houfe. And 
(8.) the river called Zcnderoet. 

The fecond reprefentation, which I have ‘tv r«on<i 
here annexed, is the profped of the Chiaer- 
baeg itfelf, near the bridge, which the rea- 
der will find in plate, (Numb. 78.) the ru'fNo. 
letter (A.) points out the king’s garden, 

( B.) the bridge. (C.) The houfe, where 
they wafh the bodies of their dead. (D.) 

The river. And (E.) diftinguifhes the 
mountains, called Koe-foffa. The other 
buildings are reprefented to the right and 
left, in the very fame manner as they ftaiid 
in the Chiaer-baeg. 

The third profped, which I took was 
from the bridge, on that fide where the ,ion> 
garden-gate is ; and there ftands the tower 
for collefting the wind for the refrefliment 
of the lodgings in the Summer-feafon, by 
virtue of fome particular pipes which come 
out from the roof, and convey the air into 
the feveral apartments. There likewife are 
to be feen the fountains and the walks 
which lead towards the building, which 
ftands on the left-fidc of the city gate, and 
to the right of the wall belonging to the 
palace-gardens. This view the reader will 
find in plate (79.) _ Pble 

The fourth profped, which was taken {ju|ih 
from the other end of the bridge, and rc P , t r«nu. 
{hews the way, or road, beyond it ; toge- 
ther with the building on both fides ; as 
alfo, the cafcade, or water-fall, and the 
bafon, and the way which leads to the end 
of the building belonging to his majefty’s 
great garden, the reader will find in plate 
(Numb. 80.) 

The fifth profped, which was taken Thc'sr.h 
from the other end, and included in plate 
81, fhews the front of the building be- 
longing 
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1704 longing to this garden, and the canal, the 
waters whereof roll along by the front- 
gate. 

The bridge called Shiras, likewife, is a 
fine piece of archite&ure, It Hands about 
a quarter of a league from the gate of Haf- 
fen-abaet, whole name it bears, and is on 
the eaft-fide of the city. It is one Hun- 
dred fburfeore and eight paces in length, 
and in breadth fixteen. It is built with 
frec-ftone, and has forty-two niches on 
each fide; fome whereof are open and o- 
thers not. It has twenty arches, under 
which the river runs, when the waters 
• are high ; and on the fides eight other ar- 
ches, that is, five to the right, and three 
to the left. The building upon the mid- 
dle of this bridge is open on each fide, and 
I went through it, in order to get to the 
bridge above. To the eaftward, which is 
the moft commodious fituation for mak- 
ing a drawing of this bridge, there is a 
fine fmooth way, which is eighteen feet 
in breadth, and fronts its arches. From 
hence one goes down to the river by 
twelve Heps, when the water happens to 
be low, as for the moft part it is during 
the Summer-feafon, infomuch that, horfes 
frequently ford it with all the eafe imagi- 
nable. This, however, is fo much the 
more furprifing, as the waters of this river 
fometime fwell to that degree, and are fo 
rapid, that they throw down, and fweep 
away whole houfes in an inftant ; as was 
the unhappy cafe in the month of April, 
which was in the year 1 699. Thefe fteps, 
which we have juft mentioned, are divid- 
ed into nineteen parts, and feparted from 
each other by a canal, or paflage, through 
which the river runs ; fome of thefe divifi- 
ons, however, have but feven or eight fteps ; 
and on this bridge there is a fine building 
under which people walk, and crofs it. 
That which appears at the foot of the bridge 
is made ufeof as a front-gate to the king’s 
garden on the city fide : on the other fide, 
there is another, much like the former, con- 
cerning which we fhall fpeak farther in a 
more proper place. The reader will find 

Sa this bridge reprefented in plate (82.). The 
figure (1.) points out the bridge in gene- 
ral. (2.) The garden of Bagenafcr, (3.) 


That of Sadet-abad. And (4) the met 1704 
called Zenderoet. There is nothing can 
pofiibly ftrike the- eye in a more delightful £^ ,prof ' 
manner, than die profped to the eaftwardi 
taken from a commodious fituation on 
this bridge, and, in a fine evening, the eye 
is farther entertained with the view of an 
almoft infinite number of perfons of both 
fexes, and of all ranks and degrees in life, 
taking their refrefhing walks on the banks 
of the river, more efpecially near the Cas- 
cade, and in the charming way, which 
runs along the arches of the bridge, fome 
on horfeback, others on foot ; and others 
again fmoaking their pipes, and drinking 
their coffee, which are ready prepared by 
proper hands for the accommodation of all 
paffengers,who are inclined to indulgethem- 
felves in thofe innocent amufements. The 
garden of Sadet-adab is fituate to the fouth- 
eaft of the city, and extends itfelf as ^r 
as to the weft ward of this bridge ; fo that 
it contains a large extent of ground : in > v 
this garden, there is a magnificent haram, ' 
that is, a feraglio, built with ftone, near 
the banks of the river ; where there is, 
likewife, another bridge, with a rail, or 
baluftrade, in the room or Head of a para- 
pet, This Hands diredly over againft a 
garden, and in order to go into it, people 
are obliged to crofs the bridge, which has 
feventeen arches. There was fome time 
ago a Hill more magnificent edifice ereded 
a little above the fore- mentioned haram; 
but it was cafually burnt down to the 
ground in the preceding Summer, whilft 
his majefty was perfonally prefent. On 
one fide of this ftrudure, there is a curious uf. 1 '* ** 
talael, that is to fay, a kind of gallery, or 
amphitheatre, which lies perfedly open on 
three fides, where the king gives fometimes 
audience to his foreign minifters ; and be- 
hind it there is another grand and pom- 
pous building, which is no lefs than forty 
paces in length, and three and thirty in 
breadth ; and the talael, itfelf, is thirty- 
fix paces by forty-two. There are two 
fteps in front, each of which is two foot 
and a half in height ; in the center there 
is a marble bafon, about eight paces by 
fix. In going fomewhat farther, I came 
to « place, which Was raifed three foot, 

1 but 
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but without any fteps to it ; and another 
much like it, as I paffed along a little 
farther, on the fide of the walls belonging 
to the building from whence I went into 
the apartments ; and here likewife was a 
bafon, four paces by fix. On the walls, 
there are fix feveral portraits, in proper ni- 
ches, as large as the life : thefe are of 
gentlemen and ladies ; four of whom 
are dreft, after the Spanifh mode, and 
each holds a glafs of wine in the right- 
hand gracefully extended. Here, like- 
wife, I faw two portraits of ladies, paint- 
ed on the two walls, at but a fmall di- 
ftance from each other : one in a modern 
Spanifii drefs, and the other in a habit in 
tafte, perhaps a century ago. The pain- 
ter, however, was, in my opinion, no a- 
dept, or artift in his profeilion. As to 
the reft, it is all gilt from top to bottom, 
and embcllifiied with flowers, foliages, 
and animals of divers kinds. It is, more- 
over, decorated with twenty columns, or pil- 
lars, painted much after the fame manner, 
in a vareity of colours, that ftrike the eye 
agreeably enough, and have a pretty good 
effedt. I have obliged my readers with a 
reprefen tation of them in plate (83.) where 
the letter (A.) diftinguifties the talael ; the 
letter (B.) points out the haram, or fera- 
glio; (C.) the bridge; and (D.) the 
river. 

When his majefty is prefent, he flops the 
current of the river by dykes, compofed of 
timber, in the canals, or openings of the 
bridge, called Haflan-Abaet, in order to 
convey the water to one fide of the talael ; 
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at a fmall diflancc from which there are a 1704. 
few trivial pleafure-boats, in which, he 
amufes hitnfelf with his concubines in 
rowing them round about it. 

As I happened to be in a lofty Summer- A fu r 
houfe in the garden, from that commo- *• 
dious fituation, I was tempted to draw a 
profpedl of the bridge belonging to the 
Chiaer-baeg. The reader will find it here 
annexed in plate (84,) The feraglio is 
diftinguifhed by the letter (A.) The bridge 
which Hands oppofite to the garden on the 
other fide by (B.) That of the Chiaer- 
baeg itfelf by (C.) And the river, and 
another bridge at a greater diftance 
from the city, by the letter (D.) This 
bridge laft mentioned is known by the 
name of Shurefton, and has not onlv ten ar 
ches, but a large edifice on one fide of it, 
which paflengers mull go through, in or- 
der to crofs it. The profpedt here on all 
iides is perfectly charming ; and the river, 
which winds here all round about it, is 
full oT rocks. 

I have but one obfervation more to 
add, and that is ; that at the diftance of 
about five days journey to the fouth-weftof 
the city of Ifpahan, there is the fource, or 
fountain-head of the river called Aeb- 
chieran, to be met with on a lofty flat 
mountain ; the water whereof is the bell 
I ever tafted. This river produces abun- 
dance of fifii of various kinds ; but is moft 
remarkable for its fine trouts. Its waters 
empty themfelvcs into the river ( s ) Eu- 
phrates. 


Occafional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Ifpahan, fee p. 109. n. in. 

(b) Julfa, or Julpha, fee p. 26. n. .v. 

(c) Venice (the city of; eaft long. 13. lat. 
45. '40. the capital of the Dogado, or duchy of 
Venice, and of all the Venetian dominions, is 
fituate 220 miles north of Rome, 150 eaft of 
Milan, and 250 eaft of Turin, ftanding in the 
Lagunes, five miles from the continent ; thefe 
Lagunes are fuppofed to have been marlhy 
grounds, which the fea has encroached upon, 
leaving a great number of little iflands, or fpots 


of earth above the water, on which the iifher- 
men of Padua built their huts ; but when the 
Goths invaded Italy, in the fifth century, feve- 
ral confiderable families of Padua and Aquilcia 
retired hither, to fecure themfelves from an ene- 
my they could not refift, and laid the founda- 
tion of this great city upon feventy-twoof thefe 
little illancfs, ’tis faid, at firft ; but Venice 
Hands upon a much greater number at this day, 
and is fo happily fitu3ted, that no army can 
approach it by land, nor any hoftile fleet by, fea j 
.the avenues to thefe iflands being fo exceed- 
ingly difficult, that they have not thought it 
^ q ncceflary 
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1704 neceflary to endofe the city with a wall j nor 
has any power attempted to befiege it fince it 
was founded, which is now twelve hundred 
years, and upwards. Nothing can appear more 
beautiful than this town does : as we approach 
it either from the continent or the fea, we be- 
hold this fine city, with its numerous palaces 
and lofty towers, rifing out of the waters, as it 
were, wafhed by the flood on every fide, no- 
thing intervening to obftrud the fight. The 
circumference of the city is about fix miles, and 
the inhabitants are computed to be near two 
hundred thoufand. The canals are fo numerous, 
that you may go to an v part of the town by 
water-, and there are four hundred and fifty 
■ bridges over them -, the principal bridge, cal- 
led the Rialto, lying over the grand canal 
compofed of one arch, (which makes one third 
of a circle) ninety foot wide. None of the 

bridges but this have rails. 

There are not quays on the fides of all the 
canals where people can walk ; for fometimes 
the canal fills the whole ftreet from one fide 
to the other. 

The piazza of St. Mark, 'tis faid, is not to 
be parallelled for the magnificence of its build- 
ings-, and the houfes upon the grand canal are 
moft of them elegant palaces, with marble 
fronts, adorned with pillars of the feveral or- 
ders of architecture. Their rooms are ufually 
hung with gilt leather, or tapeftry.and their bed- 
fteads are of iron, which fecures them againft 
vermin, fo troublefome in London. But thefe 
advantages are attended with fome great incon- 
venicncics. They have no good cellars for their 
wines ; all their water is bad, but what is brought 
from the continent -, and their canals, in the 
heat of Summer, create very offenfive fmells. 

The fovereign power is lodged in the nobi- 
lity There are about fifteen hundred noble- 
men at prefent, who conftitute their grand 
council, or affembly of the dates, and are ftilcd 

noble Venetians, whofe honours defeend to 
their pofterity. 

The doge, or duke of Venice, is cloathed in 
royal robes, and has the honours of a fove- 
reign prince paid him i but has very little lhare 
in the government. As the legifiative power 
is lodged in the great council, there are feve- 
ral other councils to whom the adminiftration 
of the goverment is committed ; and there is 
one council* or flate-inquifition j which has a 
power of imprifoning, and putting to death 
the greateft nobleman, even the doge himfelf, if 
they apprehend him to be dangerous to the (late , 
and that without bringing him to an open trial, 
or giving him an opportunity of making his de- 
fence. And tho’ the noblemen of the city of Ve- 


nice, are veiled with very great powers and pri- j 704 
vileges-, yet the ancient nobility on the continent 
have fcarce any j nor are they refpe&ed at all 
at Venice for the titles they bear of marquifles, 
counts, &c. Thefe the Venetians endeavour to 
deprefs, and even to extirpate, as the Dutch do 
thofe of Holland. 

The annual revenues of the Republic are 
computed to be one million two hundred thou- 
fand pounds Iterling, and their forces may a- 
mount to twenty-four thoufand by land. They 
can equip a fleet of thirty men of war, one 
hundred gallies, and ten galliaflfcs, as *tis laid ; 
but they feldom engage the Turks at fea, with- 
out foreign affiftance. A noble Venetian is al- 
ways generaliffimo at fea ; but they make 
choice of fome foreign general for the land- 
fervice, who is attended by feveral fenators, 
without whofe concurrence he can tranlad no- 
thing-, and they chufe to employ Swils, Ger- 
mans, and other foreign troops in their wars, 
rather than their own fubjeds -, but they defire 
to be at peace with all their neighbours, if pof- 
fiblc-. ’not only bccaufe th -y apprehend theVn- 
felves weaker, but war hurts their traffic -, which 
is their chief fupport, tho’ it was much greater 
formerly, when they brought the merchandize 
of Afia from Alexandria, and diftributed it to 
all the countries in Europe. Still the manufac- 
tures and produce of their country furnilhes 
them with merchandize to traffic with. They 
make wrought filks of various kinds, brocades, 
gold, and filver fluffs, and damafk, as well as. 
velvets. They export wine, oil, fruit, Vene- 
tian fteel, copper, glafs, effences, turpentine, 

&c. And the goods, which they purchafe in 
Turky are taken off by the Germans. 

As to their religion, it is that of the Roman 
catholic ; but it can fcarce be called popery, as 
the pope has fo little authority at Venice. 

Their church has two patriarchs ; the one of 
Aquileia, and the other of Venice j and thefe 
are fubjed entirely to the temporal power. 

The republic of Venice is as arbitrary in ec- 
clefiaftical caufes, as the ftates of Holland. The 
pope is looked upon but as a temporal prince at 
Venice, and their patriarchs are little more than 
cyphers. And tho’ they have a kind of inqui- 
fition, that court can put none of their decrees 
into execution, without the leave of the f|atc. 

The Venetians are neither governed by priefts, 
or monks men of fuch profeflions, indeed, may 
enjoy the diverfion of mafquerading, during the 
carnaval j they may keep concubines, fing upon 
the ftage, and take what liberties they pleafe, 
in cafe they interfere not with the government : 
and the nuns of Venice have not a much better 
reputation than their clergy. Their patriarch 

2 was 
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1 704 was about to reftrain their liberties taken in thofe 
houfes, and began with the nuns of St. Lau- 
rence ; but they told him, they were noble Ve- 
netians, who had made choice of that way of 
life as mod convenient, and would not be fub- 
jeft to his regulations ; and the fenate interpofed, 
and required the patriarch to defift. 

(d) Perfia, fcep. 64. n. 0. 

(e) Parthia, a country of Afia, formerly fo 
called, fituate almoft in the middle of the mo- 
dern Perfia. 

(/) Afia, fee p. 127. n. x. 

(g) Cafpian fea, fee p. 66. n. j. 

( h ) Tartary, fee p. 18. n. 1. 

(0 Mongulians, or Moguls, fee p. 158. n. /. 

(k) Arabia, fee p. 203. n. a. 

( l ) Turky, feep. 203. n. e. 

(m) Armenia, fee p. 198. n. g . 

( n ) Ormus, caft long. 56. lat. 27. 30. an 
ifland at the'entrance of the gulph of Perfia, in 
Afia, fituate oppofite to Gombron, on the 
continent, 240 miles fouth-caft of Schiras, and 
370 fouth-eaft of Ifpahan. This ifland is 
thirty miles in circumference; while the'Por- 
tuguefe poflefied it, it was th$ richeft maga- 
zine in the whole world : they made it the 
center of trade between Europe and Afia. 
Here the fine fpices, and other merchandizes 
of the eaft were laid up, and afterwards diftri- 
buted to the reft of the world ; and here the 
Portbguefe built one of the moft elegant cities 
in all Afia, but fome thing above one hundred 
years ago, the Dutch difpofieffed the Portuguefe 
of moft of their fettlements in India •, and the 
Perfians, by the afiiftance of the Englifh, ex- 
pelled the Portuguefe from Ormus ; for which 
the Englifh Ealt India company were allowed 
great advantages in the Perfian trade, and even 
luffered to fhare the revenues of the cuftoms, 
on that fide, with the Perfians ; and till the 
late civil war, received between three and four 
thoufand pounds per annum, in lieu of them. 

As to the ifiand of Ormus itfclf, it never pro- 
duced any thing but fait, which grows inafolid 
cruft, two inches deep upon the furface of the 
earth *, and the hills appear, at a diftance, as if 
they were covered with fnow ; nor is there a 
drop of frefh water on the ifland, but what is 
preferved in cifterns, in the time of the rains. 
The Portuguefe ufed to fetch their water from 
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the continent. Upon the demolition of Or- 1704 
mus, the great Sha- Abbas, Sophi of Perfia, 
removed the trade to Gombron, on the oppo- 
fite fhore, and gave it the name of Bander- 
Abafli, or the port town of Abbas. 

(O) England, fee p. 91. n ./. 

(P) Spain, (in which Portugal may be com- 
prehended) is bounded by the Bay of Bifcay on 
the north by the Pyrenean mountains, which fe- 
parate it from France, on the north-eaft ; by 
the Mediterranean fea on the fouth-eaft and 
by the Atlantic ocean on the weft, lying be- 
tween ten degree* weft, and three degrees eaft 
long, and between 36 and 44 degrees of north 
lat. being about feven hundred miles in length 
from eaft to weft ; and five hundred in breadth 
from north to fouth. It is very much incum- 
bred with mountains, of which the Pyrenees 
that divide France from Spain are the chief. 

The reft may be looked upon as branches of 
the Pyrenees under different names, which run 
through the country from eaft to weft ; but 
they are generally well planted with trees, and 
between them are a great many fruitful valleys ; 
and* there is this conveniency in a variety of 
mountains and valleys, that the mountains are 
always cool, when the valleys arc excel! ively 
hot. The- air is efteemed healthful in both, 
the weather being ufually fettled, and the hea- 
vens ferene, unlefs in the fpring and autumn ; 
nor is the fun often obfeured by clouds : the win- 
ter is fo moderate in the valleys, that they have 
very little occafion for fires nine months in the 
year ; but then, in the months of June, July, and 
Auguft, the heats are very troublefome in the 
valleys and fandy plains; and there is a great 
fcarcity of water, moft of their fprings and ri- 
vulets being dried up. 

The foil of Spain produces excellent wheat 
and barley, and they have rich pafture grounds, 
their wool is the beft in Europe, and ufed by 
other nations in their fineft cloaths. They 
abound in wine, oil, and filk ; and no country 
produces better oranges, lemons, raifins, ci- 
trons, prunes, figs, capers, chefnuts, al- 
monds, and pomegranates. The foil alfo pro- 
duces flax, cotton, fugar, and faffron ; and they 
have rich mines of quick-filver, copper, lead, 
allom, and fulphur ; and the iron and fteel of 
Bifcay is efteemed the beft in Europe ; former- 
ly the Spanifh mines yielded the Romans 
more goid and filver, than any other country 
under their dominion, tho* now thefe mines 
arc loft or exbaufted, or the Spaniards have 
fuch plenty of thefe minerals in theif Ameri- 
can plantations, that the Spanifh mines are not 
. worth 
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1704 worth the working. They import more fi|. mons, only meet to confirm, and record the 1704 

“ 0 * r>> vet from them than all the world befides. But decrees of the court, which will compel their 
with all theft 1 advantages, Spain is poor, and concurrence, if they Ihould refufc it. The 
but thinly peopled ; for which feveral rcafons crown defcends to the deleft fon of the king; 
are affigned ; aS firft, the celibacy of the cler- and if there be no fons, to the females, accord- 
gy, and. the locking up fo many of both fexes ing to their feniority ; and the reigning prince, 
in monafteries. 2. The expulfion of fo many feems to have a power of devifing it, to what 

hundred thoufimd Moors and Jews, as they branch of the royal family he pleafes, if he has 

did about three hundred years ago. 3. The noiflue; at lead the title of rhe late king Philip, 

wars they carried on with moft of the powers duke of Anjou, depended on the will of his 

of Europe, as well as Africa and America, for predeceffor, and he enjoyed it accordingly, not- 

two hundred years. 4. The draining of their withftanding the royal family of France had re- 
country every year of fo many men to fupply linquilhed their claim to that crown by folemn 

their American plantations ; where none but treaties. The king of Spain is never crowned, 

native Spaniards are admitted to the chief of- like other fovereigns, but the cortes, or Bates 

fices and commands. And 5. their poverty affemble, and recognize his title, at his accef- 

may, in a great meafure, be aferibed to their Hon ; which is all the ceremony ufed on his ad- 

pride and indolence ; none of them fcarce fub- vancement to the throne, 

mitting to laborious employments, fince the Spain is naturally well defended, being fir- 
wealth of America flowed in upon them ; but rounded by the fea, and the Pyrenean moun- 

their neighbours, the French, attend them, in the tains ; however, the king has of late kept up 

quality of fervants, and even manage their huf- a ftanding army of 40,000 men, when he was 

bandry.and manufaftures in feveral provinces. > n full peace, and probably he has three times 

The Spaniards alfo export great part of the that number in arms, when he is at war. This 

produce of their country unwrought, purcha- prince alfo has very much improved his navy, 

fing the filk, woollen, and : linnen matvjfac- being ahle to fit out a confidcrablc fleet of men 

tures of other nations, to fupply their planta- of war, tho’ he has fo much occafion for them 

tions ; or rather, they aft. as faftors for the 1° diftant parts of the world, that we have fcarce 

French, Italians, Englifh, and Dutch, in the ever feen more than thirty men of war in one 

difpofal of their manufaftures j and at the re>- fleet ; but thus much we have feen to our coft, 

turn of the galleons, pay the proprietors with that they fight much better than we expefted, 

the treafure they import from the Well-Indies. and are not that contemptible enemy they were 

The king of Spain’s dominions are the lar- fome few years ago. The royal revenue alfo 

geft that are poffeffed by any one monarch *, has been improved fince they have had a French 

fo extenfive, that, as one of his predecefibrs prince upon the throne; for fo much was dif- 

, boafted, the fun never fets upon them all. Be- pofed of formerly to unneceflary officers, that 

Tides his territories in Europe, he poflefles the it is faid, not more than five millions per an- 

beft part of America ; a fine, rich country, num flerling came into the king’s treafury ; 

the provinces whereof lie contiguous, and ex- but how much the public revenues are advan- 

tends fix thoufand miles and upwards in length ced, is not eafy to calculate. 

From north to fodth. He is fovereign alfo of As to the religion of the country, the Spa- 
thofe rich, and numerous iflands fouth-eaft of niards are the moft bigotted papifts in Europe ; 

the coalt of China, in Afia, called the Philip- and the inquifition no where exercifes its autho- 
pines, from whence he imports all the rich rity with greater tyranny, 
merchandize of the eaft ; and in Africa he is 

mailer of Ceuta, Oran, and feveral other places (?) Europe, fee p. 127, n. dd. 
of confequencc on that coaft. 

The king oF Spain is an abfolute prince ; for ( r ) * n ^ a > (P ro P er ) f ee P- 2 *3- n. d. 
tho* every province almoft was governed by 

its peculiar laws about three hundred years ago, W Euphrates, the fineft river of Turky, in 
which could not be repeated or fufpended, but Afia > bas two fources to the northward of the 

by the confent of the ftates ; nor could the king c ‘ c y of Erzerum, in T urcomania, in 40 degrees 

raife taxes without their concurrence ; yet they odd minutes north lat. which ftreams unite 

have now loft their privileges; or rather, their three days journey below that city, where it 

great men bartered them away, and fold them- will carry fmall veflfels, but the rocky channel 

felves »nd their pofterity to the crown ; and rcnders the navigation difficult. It runs at firft 

now the cortes, or ftates, which confift of the from eaft to weft, through the province of Tur- 

nobility, clergy, and reprefentatives of the com* comania, or Armenia, but then meeting with 

2 mount 
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mount Taurus, turns to the fouth ward, divid- 
ing Armenia from Natolia, and continuing its 
courfc fouth-caft, divides Syria from Diarbeck, 
or Atfyria. It afterwards pafles through the 
province of Eyraca Arabic, or Chaldea, and 
having united its waters with the Tigris, runs 


on fouth-eaft to the city of Baflbra, fifty miles i7°+ 
below which it falls into the gulph of Perfia. v-WN/r ^ 
The country, now called Diarbech, is almoll 
encompaflcd by the rivers Euphrates and Ti- 
gris, and was the ancient Mefopotamia, or Pa- 
dan- A ram. 



C II A P. XLI. 

Concerning the Kings of Perfia, their State-Affairs , and the refpeSihe 

Officers of the Crown . 


T HERE is no monarchy, through- 
out the known world, more arbi- 
trary and defpotic than that of the king- 
dom of (a) Perfia. The king’s will a- 
lone is his law ; he rules perfectly without 
controul, in all articles, except in mat- 
ters of faith ; for he durft not alter, it 
feems, any of their eftablifhed dodlrines. 
As to t’ne lives and eftates, indeed, of any 
of his fubjedts, however dignified or diftin- 
guifiied, he can difpofe of them at his 
pleafure. 

It is requifite, that the king fhall be 
one, who was born in the Seraglio, which 
is perpetually guarded by black eunuchs, 
tho’ by white ones without : he is 
brought up, without the leart benefit or 
advantage of a liberal education, within 
the four walls of it, in an abfolute ftate 
of confinement. lie neither knows, nor 
is inrtrudted in any affairs of moment, or 
importance. He is kept, a perfedt firan- 
ger to every occurrence of weight, either 
at home or abroad. He may, in fhort, 
very jufUv be compared to a plant, that 
hangs its drooping head, and is in a lan- 
guilhing condition, without one fingle ray 
of the fun to give it life or vigour. 

When he arrives, indeed, at a certain 
age, a court-tutor is afiigned him out of 
the black eunuchs, to inftrudt him in read- 
ing, writing, and the grounds and princi- 
ples of the Mahomedan religion : he is 
taught all the ceremonies that relate to 
his purification j the daily pradtice of ab- 
lutions ; and the method he is to obferve 
both in prayer and farting. ’Tis a duty 
incumbent on this tutor of his, to inftil 


into him a reverential awe of their great 
prophet, and his twelve Imans, or apo- 
rtles, to fill his head with all their mira- 
culous operations, and toinfpirehim with 
an inveterate averfion to the Mahomedan 
Turks, and to the great Mogul, whom 
the Perfians not only deteft, but load with 
the mod bitter curfcs, imagining that fuch 
imprecations are meritorious, and looked 
upon, in the eye of heaven, as an accept- 
able fcrvice. This prince, however, is 
indurtrioufly kept ignorant of what is 
tranfadting either in his own, or foreign 
courts j and fo far is he from being en- 
couraged in the rtudy or pra.dticc of any 
one fingle virtue > that, in order to prevent 
him from making any ufeful refledtions, 
or any improvement in his mind, he is left 
from his infancy, in the hands of the fair 
fex, and indulged, in rtiort, in every fen- 
fual enjoyment his heart can with. His 
tutor, not contented with thus fhamefully 
gratifying him in all his vicious inclina- 
tions, and corrupting his morals, counte- 
nances and encourages him moreover, in 
the odious pradtice of chewing opium, and 
drinking what they call Koekenar, that is, 
the pernicious juice of poppeys, into 
which is infufed amber, and fuch other in- 
gredients, as have a natural tendency to 
the provocation of luft; and tho’ enchant- 
ing and delufive for a time, fin k him at 
length into an abfolute and perfedt ftatc 
of infenfibility. This, in fhort, is his 
whole courfeof life, be it longer or fliorter, 
to the day of his father’s deceafe. When 
that revolution happens, indeed, he is in- 
ftantly removed from the Haram or fera- 
’ 4 D glio, 
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1704 glio, arul fcated on the throne, to which 
ww he is duely entituled, either by fucceffion 
or by will. Upon his firft acceflion, the 
whole Perfian court attend him, and fall 
proftrate before his feet, and (hew him 
every teftimony of the mod abjed fubmif- 
fion. Surprifed thus, all on a fudden, at 
this their unexpected homage and venera- 
tion, he views this new feene of pomp 
and grandeur, like one in a dream ; and is 
perfectly incapable at firft of compre- 
hending the whole drift and defign of it . 
however, by degrees, It becomes familiar 
and habitual to him ; at laft, he begins to 
refleCt, and form fome adequate idea of his 
high ftation. He now fees, indeed, that 
all around him are ftudious who (hall 
pleafe him mod ; who (hall procure the 
larged (hare in his favour and aftedion ; 
but dill no one attempts to give him the 
lead good counfel or advice. And fo far 
is every artful courtier from endeavouring 
to open his eyes, that he wilfully keeps 
him in ignorance, and ftudies only the pro- 
motion of his own private intereft $ and 
when his Attemaed-doulet, that is to fay, 
his Prime- minifter, has any peculiar favour 
to folicit at his hands, he always takes 
care to infinuate, that his requeft is per- 
fectly difinterefted, and that he has nothing 
in his view but the good of the public. 
This, however, he never attempts, till 
he finds his majedy in a perfed good hu- 
mour, and indulging himfelf with a pipe 
of tobacco. And, in order to fucceed in 
his petition, either for himfelf or his friends, 
he never fails of pradifing the art of flat- 
tery, and (tiling himfelf his majefty’s mod 
loyal (lave and victim. If the king, how- 
ever, happens to converfe with him about 
his date- affairs, or any bufinefs of real 
moment or concern, the artful courtier 
turns a deaf ear to all he fays, and en- 
deavours to divert the difeourfe, by propo- 
fing fomething widely diftant from it, and 
what he conceives will ftrike his majefty’s 
humour and inclination bed : and when 
this minifter finds his majedy at any time 
moreinquifitive than ordinary, he takes par- 
ticular care to furnifh him with fome deli- 
cious viands or another ; or to fend a band 
of the bed fingers and dancers forthwith 


to amufe him, and divert his thoughts; 
great numbers of both kinds being retain- 
ed at court for that particular purpofe. If 
neither of thefe anfwer the ends propofed, 
he exhibits a bull, or ram-baiting, or, in 
(hort, fome diverfion or another, that (hall 
ftrike his fancy. When thefe fports, or 
padimes are thus exhibited, his majedy 
views them from the Taliel, which is over 
the gate, called the Ali-kapie, which 
fronts the great fquare that belongs to the 
palace. Now any amufements of this na- 
ture are, for the mod part, more engaging 
and acceptable to a young prince, who is 
illiterate, and unexperienced, than concerns 
of date, which are often very intricate and 
abdrufe. At laft, when he finds thefe 
padimes flat and inlipid, he withdraws in- 
to the feraglio, in quedof new pleafurcs; 
and in cafe any affairs of importance have 
been propofed to be taken into confidera- 
tion, they are of courfe podponed to ano- 
ther time : infomuch that, this prime-mi- 
nifter of his, is under an indifpenfable obli- 
gation, to attend twice a-day at lead, at 
the door of his majefty’s apartments, in 
order to embrace every favourable oppor- 
tunity of opening matters to him, or rather 
of artfully, or cafually, as it were, drawing 
his prince into the confidcration of fuch 
affairs as arc mod requifite to be difpatch- 
ed ; and this mud be done too, at fuch times 
only as he is no ways difconcerted, but in 
a perfed good humour ; for was the mini- 
fter to ad otherwife, and abruptly to make 
his applications about bufinefs, it is very pof- 
fible, nay, highly probable, that he would 
incur his majedy’s heavy difpleafure, not- 
withftanding the happinefs and welfare of 
the whole empire then lay at ftake, and 
depended on an immediate confultation. 
For which reafon, he very feldom, if ever, 
fails of attending his majedy, when he 
feems inclinable to go abroad : for at fuch 
excurfions,he fometimes finds his madcr in- 
clinable to liften to any reafonable propofi- 
tion. In all other refpeds, there is no inter- 
ruption known to his pleafures ; the greateft 
beauties that are to be met with through- 
out (b) all Georgia and (c) Armenia are 
felcded for his fervice, and conduded 
into the feraglio. And when his majedy 

makes 
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1 704 makes any of thofe excurfions, perhaps for 

***** fome leagues round about, he turns out all 
the male-inhabitants out of their honfes, 
wherever he comes, that he may have a 
free and uninterrupted liberty, either of 
hunting, fifhing, or amufmg himfelf, as 
his inclination leads him, with their wives 
or daughters. The prefent regent wholly 
addidts himfelf to drinking, and indulges 
himfelf fo far therein, that he will fome- 
times fit whole days and nights fucceftively 
over his bottle. And in this manner thefe 
Perfian princes dream away, as it were, 
the firft years of their reign, without the 
lead regard either to the profperity of the 
flate, or their own honour; and the gran- 
dees belonging to the court embrace every 
opportunity that offers, with the utmoft 
eagernefs, by that means-, to enrich them- 
felves, and advance their friends and rela- 
tions, through their intereft, to the mod 
important employments. 

tubtethlrfi The governors of the refpcXivc provin- 

aftcr richei, ces follow the example of the grandees, 
and enrich themfelves by all kinds of ra- 
pine and oppreflion ; nay, they are fuch 
extortioners, that they will fometimes 
make bold with the revenues of the crown 
itfelf ; and as they fuffer the grandees to 
partake privately of their plunder, they 
are connived at by thofe who are the fa- 
vourites at court, and his majefty’s more 
immediate attendants. And thofe illegal 
and clandeftine practices are conftantly car- 
ried on with impunity, till the prince on 
the throne makes choice of fomc able and 
experienced minifter, in order to (lop the 
torrent of fuch violent proceedings, and 
make a reformation. Upon fuch a pru- 
dent choice, he begins to open his eyes, 
and take a furvey of his date-affairs (as far 
as nature has been indulgent, and bleft 
him with diferetion) but through the 
force of ill habits, he frequently relapfcs 
into his original courfe of indolence, e'afe, 
and infenfibility, and indulges his former 
vicious inclinations without controul. At 
length, indeed, by that time he is advanced 
to the age of between thirty and forty, he 
feems to rouze out of his long lethargy, to 
fhew fome tokens of reflexions, to employ 
his thoughts on the moft weighty concerns 
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of the empire, and to enterlain an ijta of r 7 , J+ 
their importance, in proportion to that de- *-vw 
gree of judgment with which providence 
has thought fit to invert him. Inconfe- 
quencc of fuch ferious confiderations, he 
applies his mind to the immediate refor- 
mation of fuch praXices as he overlooked 
in his younger years, but at prefent is con- 
vinced were (hamefully oppreflive, and pro- 
vides for the health and profperity of his 
fubjeXs. It too often happens, however, 
that fuch prudent meafures are taken too 
late ; deatli intervenas, and puts a flop to 
all his paternal and indulgent intentions ; 
and the date finks once more into its priif- ’ 
tine date of mifery, and groans under the 
weight of tyranny and opprefiion. 

The prime-minirtcr of this powerful It , ,„ ime . 
and expenfive empire is diftinguifhed, (as 
we have already obferved) by the name, or 
title of Attemaed-doulct, that is to fay, the 
proteXor, or the head, and principal fup- 
porter of the whole empire. He is called, 
morec/ver, the Vifier-azem, that is to fay, 
the kingdom’s high-rteward; fmee he fup- 
ports and upholds aimort the whole weight 
of the kingdom. 

This minifter, who has always more 
bufinefs on his hands than is in his power 
to execute, is expofed to a thoufand very 
(hocking and unhappy accidents, and i9 
obliged to be perpetually on his watch, 
left he fhould be fupplanted by thofe who 
are his competitors, and look with an eye 
of envy on his happy fituation ; or left he 
fhould fall into difgrace, and lofe that good 
opinion which his mafter had conceived of 
his conduX. Accordingly, he makes it 
his principal, or chief ftudy to pleafe him, 
and get the afccndancy over his mind, and 
to avoid all fuch words or aXions as may 
give him the lead umbrage of jealoufy or 
fufpicion. 'Tis, with this view, that he is 
forever guilty of the moft fulfome flattery, 
extolling his mafter, not only above all other 
earthly princes, but rendering him the juft 
objeX of bis fubjeXs adoration : he artfully, 
in fhort, throws a thick veil over his eyes, 
in order to keep him in perfeX ignorance 
and blindnefs, and render him thereby al- 
together infcnfible of the ill ftate and ruin- 
ous condition of his national affairs. lie 

takes 
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I7°4 takes particular care to conceal from him 
all fuch occurrences as are difagreeable, 
and difad vantageous to him and his fub- 
jeds, or at leaf!, to mention them in the 
moft tender manner j and, on the other 
hand, to aggrandize, and expatiate on every 
piece of news that has the leaft tendency 
towards the decreafe of his glory, and the 
fuppreffion of his enemies. By tliefe parafi- 
tical proceedings it is, that this pritne-mi- 
niftcr is enabled to aggrandize his family, 
and advance his favourite friends to the 
highefl offices, or employments in the 
kingdom. Nor does this artful politician 
ever fail of finding out ways and means for 
the ruin and difgrace of fome, as well as 
the promotion of others ; and this is no 
difficult tafk at all, fince there is not a 
grandee, poffcfTed of an high and lucra- 
tive poll, hut is guilty himfclf, in fome de- 
gree, of clandeftine pradices. He has, 
moreover, a thoufand favourable opportu- 
nities of ferving thofe who are attached to 
his intereft, and who make him privately 
a partaker in the profits of the outrages 
which they commit. He likewife can 
fend them, when he fees proper, royal 
robes, by the officers of his houfehold, 
who never fail of receiving fome rich pre- 
fent on thofe public occafions, which ferve 
them inflead of wages, or at leaft, greatly 
to advance fuch falaries as are but low. 
The governors, not only of provinces, but 
of cities likewife, are very felicitous of pro- 
curing fuch tokens of public honour, tho’ 
they purchafe them fometimes at a high 
rate, by private fees ; fince, by that means, 
thofe who are under their jurifdidion, are 
over-awed, and durft not complain of their 
oppreffive meafures, when they find they 
are fuch favourites at court, as to obtain 
fuch public badges of honour and refped. 

It is after this manner, that their Atta- 
macd-doulet, or prime-minifter, is in per- 
petual agitation for the maintenance and 
fupport of himfelf and his family ; to pull 
down fome, and raife up others, according 
as he is influenced by love and affedion, 
or by averfion, or contempt. However, 
notwithftanding all his artifices and pre- 
cautions, he is feldom, if ever, eafy in his 
mind, (as we have hinted before) fince he 


cannot be perfedly well allured of the fide- 1 7 "■ ' 
lity of any one perfon whomfoever, even 
of thofe who have theftrongtft ties of gra- 
titude to be true to their truft : nay, thefe 
laft too often prove the foremoft to haften 
his ruin and deftrudion ; efpecially, when 
they find his fituation is precarious, and 
he has met with fome preceding (hock. 

Infidelity and ingratitude are two vices '*/ ' 11 ’ 
that have gained fuch an afccndancy over •; • 
all the Pcrfians in general, that even chil- ..in.'"* 
dren will prefume to cutoff the ears, or de- 
face their very parents ; nay, they will 
ftretch their inhumanity and impiety to 
fo high a pitch, that they will murder 
them, without the leaft remorfe, in cafe 
they have but his majefty’s orders for that 
purpofe : and that with no other view, 
than being fubfiituted in the polls of which 
they were pofleffedj an ad of barbatity, 
that is too often, and too fliamefidly ptv.c- 
tifed by thofe impious wretches. In Ihort, 
as the fortune of his prime-minifter is en- 
tirely dependant on the humour, or ca- 
price of his fickle mafter, who obeys the 
didates of his paffion?, without the leaft 
controul, however inconliftcnt with right 
or reafon, he is frequently a perfed ltyan- 
ger to his own downfal, tho’ it’s adunlly 
carried into execution the very next day. 

Tho’ this prime-minifter, durante bene 
placito, is the greateft fubjed in the whole 
empire ; yet, at the fame time ( is wc have 
hinted before) he is abfolutely one of the 
moft abjed Haves in life ; he has not one 
moment’s peace of mind, and is ever under 
the moft fearful apprehenfions of lofing 
his royal mailer’s grace and favour : ’tis 
he that muft anfwcr for all the calamities 
and troubles that attend the ftate ; and it 
is not in his power to flop the mouths of 
all mal-contents. 

The officer, next in dignity to this Atte- T,ic 
maed-doulet, or prime-minifter, is diftin- 
guilhed by the title of Koertfic-baffie, 
that is, general of the curds, who are a 
body of troops, feleded from among the 
natives of ( d) Turcomania, or original Tar- 
tars, an ancient race of intrepid foldiers, 
who live under tents fn the country by 
themfelves, and are all ffiepherds by pro- 
feflion : that tho’ thefe troops are dilperfed 
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all over Perfia j yet they are mingled with 
no others : they are all horfemen, and 
their weapons of war are no more than 
bows and arrows. 

The next grand officer is their Coular- 
Agafie, that is to fay, the general of the 
Georgians, and other white Haves, who 
are armed with bows and arrows, like the 
former ; and arc an order of foldiers, 
which was firft ere&ed by Abbas the 
Great. The reft in order are as follow. 

The Tufingtchi-agafi, that is to fay, the 
general of the body of mufqucteers, who 
are collected out of the country from a- 
mongft the ftrongeft, and the moft labori- 
ous of the common people. Tho’ thefe ferve 
in the field on horfeback ; yet they fight 
on foot. This order of foldiery was like- 
wife eftablifiied by Abbas the Great. 

Thefe three generals, in former times, 
were under the command of one whom they 
call their Sepha-falaer, that is to fay, their 
ftated, or fixed chief: now, however, they 
are under a Seracr only, that is, a chief, or 
commander, appointed for any one parti- 
cular expedition ; after which he is dif- 
charged, and then rewarded for his extra- 
ferv'^ce. 

Their next officer in rank is their Na- 
zir, as they call him, that is to fay, the 
head fteward, or chief, not only of his 
majefty’s houfehold, but ofthofe likewife, 
to whofe care the king’s guefts are parti- 
cularly entrufted. 

The next in order after the Nazir, i$ 
the Mierfhichaer-bafhc, as they call him, 
that is to fay, their grand, or chief huntf- 
man. 

The next to him is their Mirachor-ba- 
ffie, that is to fay, the chief matter of the 
horfe. 

Among the principal officers of ftate 
muft be reckoned, likewife, tliofe who 
are called the Divan-beggi, that is to fay, 
the head, or chief of the council of jufiice, 
who pa lies final fentence, in all caufes, 
both criminal and civil, except in fuch 
petty caufes as are but of fmall confe- 
qucnce, which are referred to the officer, 
called the Deroga, of the place when- 
ever they happen. 

Their next officer in rank is called the 


the Muflaffie-elmenalik, that is to fay, ma- 
tter of the accounts and finances, where 
there is an office ereded for the regittring, 
not only of the Perfian troops, but of l'ome 
certain officers likewife, and fuch govern- 
ments as the Bcgler-begs, the Khans, and 
Sultans, are in pofieffion of for the mainte- 
nance and fupport of their dignity and 
houfehold ; but as a recompence, or com- 
penfation for fuch grants, they are under 
an indifpen fable obligation, to keep up a 
certain number of troops on foot ; and to 
pay fuch a certain fum as ffiould be an- 
nually impofed upon them : the prince,- 
moreover, relerves one part of thefe royal- 
ties to his own ufe. 

The next officer in rank is their Mufio- 
fic, as they call him, that is to fay, their 
chief of the chambers of accounts of fuch 
lordfhips as particularly belong to the king, 
and thole revenues which arc peculiarly 
appropriated for the maintenance and fup- 
port of the court. 

Their next officer is called the Vacka- 
nuviez, that is to fay, the regifler of all 
public events, who keeps a diary of what- 
ever occurs throughout the kingdom, and 
in all the provinces round about. 

Their heads, or principals of his majcfly’s 
phyficians, by them called the Numefhum- 
baflies, are Hill in great repute with their 
mafler ; thefe, indeed, in former times, 
had, in a great meafure, the regulation of 
the prince’s conduct, but at prefent their 
authority is trivial, and they have very 
little, if any intluencc over him. 

All thefe officers have a right and title 
to fit in the royal palace. The head, or 
principal of thofe who lay no claim to 
that particular privilege, is called their 
Shik-agafi-bafhe, that is to fay, the prin- 
cipal, or chief of the porters, or grand ma- 
tter of the court. ’Tis this officer’s pecu- 
liar province to infpett the palace, and re- 
gulate the rank and order of his majcfly’s 
houfehold. This grand infpedor carries 
in his hand for the generality a golden 
ftaff, embellifhed with diamonds, and 
watches every motion, as it were, of h is 
majefty, in order to know in a moment his 
will and pleafure. Wherever he is perfo- 
nally prefent, there he executes the king’s 
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orders himfelf ; but where matters are to 
be executed at any confiderable dillance, 
in that cafe, he employs his Yafools, as 
they call them, that is to fay, his nieffen- 
gers, or ulhers. This officer likewife adts 
in the capacity of a mailer of the ceremo- 
nies ; for ’tis he who conducts all foreign 
minillers into his majclly’s prefence, by 
fupporting them under the arm, and after- 
wards conducting them to the place ap- 
pointed for their fitting, provided they 
are to be honoured with that adt of indul- 
gence. 

Neither this officer, nor the chamber- 
lain, called their Megtcr, has the right 
or privilege of fitting in the palace. This 
chamberlain wears a purfe by his fide, in 
which he has feveral fine handkerchiefs, a 
watch, divers antidotes, and a great variety 
of foporiferous herbs for his majelly ’s ufe. 
The cloaths which the king for the gene- 
rality puts on is cntrulled to the care of 
this officer, who attends him when he 
drefies; and feldom any one, that is dot an 
eunuch, is admitted to this poll ; and the 
reafon is, becaufe he frequently attends his 
majelly when he goes to the Haram, or fe- 
raglio, which refledls a fingular honour upon 
him, and commands refpedt. 

We mull not here omit their Begler- 
begs, as they are called, that is to fay, 
their grandees, or lords of lords, each of 
whom is a governor of fome great pro- 
vince, or country belonging to the Hate. 
Thefe fuperior lords have, for the genera- 
lity, their Khans and Soltans under 
them, and fink the major part of the re- 
venues of their relpedtive provinces, referv- 
ing only a handfome prefent, or compli- 
ment to be made his majelly at proper 
feafons. They are indifpenfably obliged, 
however, as we have hinted before, to lup- 
port and maintain acertain number of troops 
for his majelly’s fervice on all occafions. 
Tho’ they owe, indeed, an allegiance to his 
majelly yet, in all other refpedts, they ad 
as petty fovereigns in their refpedive pro- 
vinces. Of thefe governors, there are a- 
bout fifteen or fixteen in different parts of 
the empire ; and fo confiderable is one 
of thefe polls, that the perfon who 
Hands poffefTed of it, is inverted with an 


order in the royal palace before the grand *1704 
huntfman, and immediately after the chief 
of the mufqueteers on the one hand, and 
the grand-mafler of the houfehold ,on the 
other. 

Tho’ the Khans and Soltans, who (as Thcir 
we have already oblerved) are fubaltern 
officers to thefe grandees j yet they are go- 
vernors of provinces as well as they j and 
there is but a trivial difference between the 
two former. They take care likewife to 
fink the revenues of the land that lies in 
their particular diftrirts or departments. 

Thefe inferior governors, like the Begler- 
begs, are obliged to maintain a certain 
number of troops for his majelly’s fervice, 
when required ; and fome of them, in- 
deed, arc dependent on their Bcglerbegs, 
or grandees. 

Thofc officers, who are called Dervaifes, Thtir n a. 
are the governors of fuch particular coun- VJ,les ' 
tries, as are diftinguilhed by the tide of 
his majcfly’s domain, which are appropri- 
ated for the maintenance and fupport, not 
only of the court, but of fome certain 
troops likewife } and thefe have the care 
and infpedtion of the annual revenues, or 
produce arifing from thofc countries. They 
have, moreover, certain lalaries allowed 
them out of thofe revenues j and they 
make prefents, and pay their compliments 
occafionally to his majelly like the reft. 

Befides thefe grandees, and inferior go- Their n c - 
vernors of provinces, there are governors 
likewife of particular forts and cities, who 
are dignified and diftinguilhed by the name 
and title of Derogas. Thofe who are in- 
verted with this poll in large cities, fuch, 
for ialtance, as Ifpahan, or any other of 
equal note, have much the fame autho- 
rity and trull as thofc who in France bear 
the title and character of Licutenans civil 
et criminel. When thefe carry their of- 
fice into execution, they are abfolutely im- 
partial ; for they Ihcw no more refpedt to 
one than another, but punilh all delin- 
quents alike, and keep the fines for their 
own ufe. 

Their officers, called the Calcntaars, TheirC ,. 
are the chiefs, or heads of the populace, 
that is to liiy, the principal magiftrates in con niton- 
little towns and country villages : their peopl< ’" 
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aathority, however, extends over none 
but the common- people in cities, and 
more particularly at Ifpaban. Thefe ma- 
giftrates, properly fpeaking, are protestors 
of the populace, and plead their caufea 
before their courts of juftice. ’Tis the pe- 
culiar province of thefe officers to fettle 
and adjuft the taxations, both ordinary and 
extraordinary, on the common-people ; 
in the execution of which, they take into 
their ferious confideration the abilities, or 
poverty of the refpedive inhabitants, and 
remit the money, lo raifed, to the proper 
officers appointed to receive thofe public 
collections. 

Thefe magi d rates have certain officers 
under them, called their Ked-chodacs, that 
is to fay, matters of pari flies, or the infe- 
rior diftrids, who ad according to the in- 
flrudions they receive; and in much the 
fame manner as their chiefs do, they pro- 
to^ thofe who live under their care and 
infpedion, and colled the money due from 
them according to their refpedive taxations. 

The principals, or magiftrates of fmall 
Ullages, excrcife the very fame power and 
authority as the Calentaars, in fuch as are 
larger, and in towns. Thefe officers are 
calle’d Ragies, that is to fay, regents. 

Thefe officers, who are called Shaban- 
ders, that is to fay, coiledors of the duties 
on all kinds of merchandize or commodi- 
ties in their fea-ports, are magiftrates of 
more conference and importance than 
thofe laft above-mentioned. Each of thefe 
keeps an exad account of what he colleds, 
and fends a copy of it to the Muftofy- 
caffa, his infpedor, who enters it imme- 
diately into his public regiftcr; and the 
fums, fo refpedively received, are appro- 
priated for the court’s fubfiftcnce. Thefe 
coiledors, or what wc may with propriety 
call them, Cuftom-houfe officers, have 
Rated falaries, but no part of the monies 
they colled. Formerly their office was 
annual ; but the duties at prefent are farm- 
ed out for feven or eight years together, 
and fometimes for a longer term; and 
from hence they levy no Ids than twenty 
four thoufand Tomans per annum, that is 
at lead a million of French livres, and 


fometimes they advance it to twenty- 17^4 
eight. Wnrw 

The next officer of moment is their Me- n ,, Mc . 
liktuzrziacr, that is to lay, the chid of their 
merchants, who bears that title, by \irtue flt,i y‘ 
of his paffing a final determination on all 
fuch mercantile proceedings as are brought 
before him ; this officer has, like wile, the 
infpedtion, not only of the weavers, but of 
the taylors belonging to the court. Tho* 
lie ads, indeed, under the Nazir • yet the 
provifion of the cloathing, and Inch other 
articles of the like nature, as arc for his 
majefty’s own ufe, arc all entrnllcd to his 
care. lie is fupcrvsfor alfo, or infpedor- • 
general of all thofe who are empowered to 
dilpofe of the filks,and other m.unif:duies 
which belong to his tmjefty in foreign 
parts. 

After this head, or chief of the mer- 
chants, we muft introduce their Raach- . IWr 
daers, as they are "called, that is to fay, K 
the furveyors of their roads. Thefe offi- 
cers form a certain compals of their high- 1 ,^.. ' 
ways, and, by virtue of fuch purchafe, re- 
ceive a certain duty on all fuch wares or 
commodities, as pafs within tlieir particu- 
lar diflrids, of which they keep an exad 
account ; and thefe duties are entitled their 
Raagdarie. Thefe farmers are under an in- 
difpcnfable obligation, at all proper times, 
not only to repair their roads, or high- ways, 
but to fccure all paflengers, who pay them 
toll, from being robbed, and to make good 
all fuch effeds as they fliall becafuallyplun- 
deredof within their refpedive divifions, ac- 
cording to their valuation, or prime coft, in 
cafe the delinqucntscannot, within a reafon- 
able time, be brought tojufticc. However, 
in fuch cafes, where a difeovery of effeds 
loft is duely made, they deliver only two 
thirds thereof to the proprietor, and re- 
ferve the remainder for their own ufe. 

Thefe officers are, likewife, for the rcafons 
above-mentioned, bound to maintain and 
provide, at their own expcnce, a certain 
number of watchmen, properly armed, 
to patrole in the night-time, and in times 
of danger, in order to prevent all infults 
and diforders, and, if pollible, to deted all 
free-booters, and bring them to condign 
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1704 punifhmcnt. This regulation, it muft be 
allowed, is a very important one ; but woe- 
ful experience demonftrates, that, through 
the negledt thereof, the traveller is too 
often utterly ruined and undone, 
wither" Befides all the officers above-mentioned, 
s U vmio.» the Perfians have certain governors in their 
great caftles, and other fortrelTes through- 
out the kingdom, as for inftance, the go- 
vernor of (e) Ormus, Candelaer, See. who 
are called in their language, Koetewaels. 
The power, however, of thefe officers is 
for the moft part limited j and they have 
their dependence on thofe, who are go- 
' vernors of the particular province, where- 
in fuch caftles are refpedlively eredted. 

The term Koetewael, fignifies the head, 
or chief of the watch, who patroles the 
flreets, accompanied by his fubaltern offi- 
cers, during the night-time, in order to 
prevent all clandeftine proceedings, robbe- 
ries, or murders, and to fecure thofe, who 
are adual delinquents, or fufpeded to be 
parties concerned. The officer, at 'Ifpa- 
han, and fevcral other cities in Perfia, is 
diftinguifhed by the name of Aghdaas. 

•iiuii Muk. Their next officer of note is by them 

tefib, or ill- 1 . . _ 1 ^ f J 

fp<fiorof called their Muktefib, that is to fay, the 
infpedor-general of their markets ; whofc 
peculiar province it is to regulate the price 
of their provifions, or, indeed, of any other 
commodities or wares, brought thither in 
order to be expofed to public fale. ’Tis 
his bufinefs likewife to examine and pry 
into their weights and meafures, and to 
punilh thofe who by clandeftine pradices 
defraud their neighbours by making ufe of 
falfe ones, and fuch as aie under the ftand- 
ard. — No fooner has this officer fettled and 
adjufted the price of provifions, and other 
commodities, for the day, (for this is a 
daily duty incumbent on him) he carries 
an exad inventory, or catalogue of them, 
fealed up, to the palace-gate j and there 
the ordinary, or common accounts are en- 
tirely regulated according to his valua- 
tion. 

Tht „ Mr . Nor muft we forget to make mention of 

lu-niandtr- anot h er officer, called their Mehemander- 

btiht, or • 

gudi-i;cc|j- kaflp, that is to fay, the chief, or principal 

er to tlie * J , * 

Kmg. of thofe to whofc care and conduit his 
majefty’s guefls are from time to time en- 


trtifted. This officer, with propriety e- 1 7°4 
nough, may be ftiled a mafter of the cere- v "^ VSJ 
monies ; for it is his duty ahd province to go 
out of town, in order to receive fuch as adt 
in the capacity of ambaffadors from foreign 
princes or as envoys} or, in fhort, as ftrangers 
of quality, and diftindtion. He is to take par- 
ticular care that they are treated with due 
refpedt, and want for no necefiaries that 
they can in reafon be fupplied with. As to 
other matters, it is left to the diferetion of 
foreign minifters, whether Chriftian orMa- 
homeddan, without favour or affedtion, 

(fince both are treated at the Perfian court 
on an equal footing) to fend for whatever 
they ftand in immediate need of, to his 
majefty’s ftore-houfe} or to receive (as 
they judge mod convenient) the value 
theicof in ready money once a week. 

’Tis this officer’s bufinefs likewife to carry 
tbeir melTages to his majefty, and his mi- 
nifters, and to uftier them into his majefty’s 
prefence, whenever they are admitted to 
have an audience. He is, moreover, obli- 
ged to pay them vifits from time to time, 
to converfe with them, and fift out of 
them, as far as he can within the bounds 
of decency, the principal aim and inten- 
tion of their arrival } and for what reafons 
they take up their refidence at court } in 
order to enable him to give as fatisfadtory 
account as he can to his majefty’s mini- 
fters of ftatc : but when there happens to 
come an ambafiador either from the ( f) 

Port, or from the king of Indoftan, or any 
other Mahomtnedan powers of illuftrious 
birth and charadter, they fend likewife one 
of the grandees belonging to the kingdom, to 
wait on them, asaMaitred’hotel is fent in 
(g) France, that is to fay, a Gueft-keeper ; 
and fuch grandee is to acquit himfelf of 
all the fundtions, or duties of the Meha- 
mandcr-balhi, with refpedt to other mi- 
nifters. 

Befides all the preceding officers, there 
is another of no fmall confideration, cal- 
led their Mammar-bafhi, that is to fay, 
the chief, or principal furveyor of his ma- 
jefty’s buildings. ’Tis the peculiar pro- 
vince of this officer, to fix a price upon 
moft of fuch houfes as are expofed to pub- 
lic fale, in order to prevent (as much as 

poffiblc) 
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***** happen on thofe occafions, or to hinder 
any frivolous or cvafivc pretences to a 
. right of making void the contract, as if 
the party who was the purchafer, had 
been impofed upon, and had been taken 
at a difadvantage by the vender, and, in 
Ihort, that the fale was collufive, and not 
made according to form ; fuch practices 
being countenanced by the Mahommedan 
laws, when the price of the premifes has 
not been fettled and adjufted by this fuper- 
intendant or furveyor. 

We fhall now proceed to give a fuc- 
cindt account of their ecclefiartical em- 
ployment, or polls of preferment in 
their church ; and their firft and prin- 
cipal fpiritual officer is their Zedder, 
that is to fay, their high-priell, or arch- 
bifhop ; who is their chief or head like- 
wife of all thofe who jointly reap the be- 
nefits and advantages arifingfrom the im- 
menfely valuable effeds that arc from time 
to time confecratcd to the public worfliip. 
In former times, indeed, this high eccle- 
rtaftical poll, was entruflcd to the care 
and condudt of one man only, but the late 
king Suliman divided it, and appointed 
two Eeddcrs ; the one, who has the charge 
and management of all fuel) legacies as 
•are bequeathed to the priefts, by the 
kings of Perfia. This officer is diflin- 
guilhed by the title of the Zeddcr-chus ; 
and the other is called the Zeddcr-menia- 
lick, who has the trull and difpofal of all 
fuch other bequclls as become due to 
them from the lafl wills or teftaments of 
private perfons. Each of thefe Pontiffs 
have a leparate court, where they adt as 
judges in civil caufes, according to the in- 
flitulcs or diredlions of their canon law. 
Thefe two, moreover, have the difpofal of 
moll of the church benefices ; but more 
cfpecially of thofe two other officers, cal- 
led the Siech-cl-iflaan, and Kafhe-mutc- 
welli, that is to fay, infpedor of the 
mofehs, and fuch burying-grounds and 
the like as have been confecratcd in form. 
Thefe are ports or employs of fuch dignity, 
honour, and importance, that whenever it 
happens, that they are perfonally prefent 
at any royal aflembly, they take the upper- 
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hand of the Attaimcd-doulet himfclf. 170-1. 
The Siech-el-ifiaan and his brother-officer 
differ but little from each other with re- 
fpedl to the monies entrufted to their care ; 
but the former is, notwithftanding the 0- 
thers fuperior. In all other refpcdT, their 
fundtions are nearly the liime, and they 
are mutually a check one upon the other. 

All contradls between private perfons 
mull pafs thro their courts, and all man- 
dates, and other writings of weight and 
importance mull have their rdpedive 
fandtion. 

Next to thefe two pontiffs is their Mu- 
zified, as they call him, that is to fay, their v s i(U,u '- 
legiflator, who is fuperior to all other cc- 
clcfiartics, not only becaufe he is more 
learned ; but bccaufe he is looked upon 
with the higheft veneration and erteem by 
virtue of his office. lie is their fpiritual 
guide; it is he who fettles and adjufis 
every important article of their faith ; it is 
his peculiar province to determine the true 
and gtnuinc fenfe of fuch parts of the Al- 
coran, as appear intiicatc and abrtrufc j 
and what they call the Iladges of their 
Prophets and Imams. The Perfians carry, 
in ffiort, their veneration for him to that 
pitch, that their mod learned divines ac- 
knowledge, without the leaf! hefitation, 
that the Mahommedan government of 
right belongs to him, and that his ma jiffy 
himfclf, as abfolute as lie is, ought to be 
deemed no other than the executor of his 
moil facred orders, by virtue of which de- 
legated power alone it is, that he wields 
the fword of jurtice, by which he is indil- 
penfably bound to chaftize, and puniih all 
fuch as are refradory and dilloyal, not- 
withrtanding he is, in reality, inverted 
with no power of his own. The rcafon 
on which they found this article of their 
faith is this ; namely, that all true belie- 
vers arc direded by the divine will, which 
is revealed to their Muzifeid, during the 
abfence of a prophet, or an Imam. It is 
impoffible, according to their creed, for 
the Almighty to reveal his mofl facred 
will to temporal princes, whole hearts are 
fo far engaged, and loll, as it were, in 
the enchanting plcafures of this world, 
that their thoughts are fixed on nothing 
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but the gratification of their fenfual nppe-F.' 
tites, and confequently/are altogether re- 
gardkfs, and unconcerned about the fal- 
vation of their precious and immortal fouls * 
that princes, in a word, who thus indulge 
themfclves, arc fo far from having any 
knowledge of the Deity, that they arc (han- 
gers to themfelves, and are perfectly ne- 
gligent and remifs in regard to fuch things 
as appertain to eternal life. 

The high opinion which the laity in ge- 
ral have entertained of the fanftity and 
profound wildom of the clergy, is the 
principal reafon, why all of them, without 
exception, are the greateft hypocrites in 
the world ; for they make it their whole 
ftudy to keep the vulgar in awe and error, 
and to eftablifti (as much as in them lies) 
that profound veneration, which through 
their ignorance, they conceive and profefs 
for them : infomuch, that notwithftanding 
they are influenced by the moft bound- 
lefs ambition ; yet in the prefence of a 
layman, they arc abfolute difiembefs, af- 
fe& to be feemingly mortified, and regard, 
lefs of all fublunary enjoyments ; they 
humble themfelves, and aft like holy her- 
mits, with no other view than to be ex- 
alted j and would fain be thought to def- 
pife thofc worldly trifles, which, with the 
utmoft eagernefs they purfue. In a word, 
by their outward auftcrity and deport- 
ment, any one might be deceived, and 
apt to imagine, that they afpired at no- 
thing in this life, and that their hearts 
were fixed on the ineffable joys of that 
which is to come. Thefe artful priefls, 
when at home, will gather a confiderable 
number of young people together, in or- 
der to inftruft them in the things that re- 
late to another world, and to point out to 
them the fure path that leads to paradife ; 
and in order to gain a ftronger afcendancy 
over them, and to convince them that their 
warmth and zeal for their fpiritual wel- 
fare is entirely fincere, unaflfefted, and 
without the lead felf-interefted view, they 
treat thefe poor deluded children, of both 
fexes, with a more than ordinary tender- 
nefs and paternal aflfeftion ; they connive 
at their little irregularities, are never angry 
with them, or give a check to the vio- 
lence of their paflions ; are very grave, 


and make ufe of but few words; and, in 
fliort, aft with fo much precaution, with 
fuch an air of profound wifdom and fanc- 
tity of manners, as is perfeftly rapturous 
and engaging. 

As to their habits, they are white, and 
made of camels or goats hair ; they wear 
likewife large turbants, which make them 
look low, and meagre: they affeft an ex- 
traordinary fimplicity, when they appear 
in public, and have no other attendant 
than one fervant, who walks with a book 
in his hand behind them ; they move, for 
the moft part, (lowly along and keep their 
eyes fixed, as it were, upon the ground, 
as perfons in deep contemplation. They 
frequent the inofehs almoft daily, where 
they make long prayers, with a feeming 
fervency of devotion, and frequently with- 
draw into a private corner, where they 
catechize the younger fort; and fome- 
times they deliver very pathetic difeourfes 
to a crowded audience. By fuch fandti- 
fied ftratagems as thefe, it is, that they 
engage the hearts of the unthinking popu- 
lace, and ftrike even the king hirnfclf 
with fuch a terror, that he would, on no 
account, be guilty of pradtifing the leaft in- 
novations in their religion, for fear ef in- 
curring the difplcafure and vengeance of 
thefe fanftified diflemhlers. Many in- 
dances of this kind are eafily to be produ- 
ced ; nor can there be a more convincing 
proof of that veneration which the laity 
have for them than this; namely, when 
they happen to be prefent at any royal af- 
(cmbly, they have the privilege of fitting 
but at a very (mail diftance from the gentle- 
men of the fword. 

The deportment of the nobility, who 
refide at court, is widely diftant, it is true, 
from theirs; they are extremely courteous 
and complaifaiit ; and afi'edt a freedom, 
which is very engaging; but then they 
are as errand hypocrites as the former ; for 
there is not the leaft fincerity in all their 
difeourfe ; their tongues bely their hearts. 
They devote themfclves entirely to their 
pleasures ; their habits, their equipages, 
are all very grand and magnificent ; and 
fo exceftively fond are they of enriching 
themfelves, that without a very valuable 
bribe, or prefent, no favour whatfoever can 
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be procured from them. In all other ref- 
pedb, indeed, they are affable, and good- 
natured enough. They will cringe and 
creep however in the moft fervile manner, 
to thofe from whom they hope to receive 
any favours; and in cafe they have any 
competitors, who endeavour to obftrutt 
their folicitations they are very malicious ; 
and when it happens they find themfelves 
fuccefsful, they treat thofe who oppofed 
them with the utmoft inhumanity ; em- 
brace every opportunity of blading their 
reputations, and carting a veil over thofe 
good qualities of which they know them 
to be pofleflfed ; and, in fhort, never fit 
down contented, till they have found out 
fome fccret devices, that (hall infallibly 
ruin and deftroy them. On the other 
hand, they are guilty of the mort fulfome 
flattery towards fuch as (land pofieded of 
the moft important employments, and arc 
the favourites of fortune. To thefe they 
will aferibe a thoufand perfe&ions, that 
they know, in their confciences they ne- 
ver were pofieded of ; but in cafe any of 
thefe (hould in procefs of time happen to 
fall into difgrace, they will then infult 
over their misfortunes, and treat them 
wiih as much indignity, as before they had 
done with the moft abjedt adulations. In 
a word, fo unhappy is a courtier in difgrace, 
that thofe who ftand deepeft in his debt 
for favours formerly received, dull fre- 
quently be feen his moft implacable ene- 
mies, and be the foremoft in bringing a- 
bout his total ruin and deftrudtion. 

Their men of letters, or as they are fre- 
quently called, their pen-men, deport 
themfelves, for the generality, much after 
the fame perfidious manner. They are 
imperious and felf-fufficient ; and for ever 
envious of thofe who are perfons of real 
merit. Thefe will cajole and carefs thofe 


to whom they have even an avtifion, 
wherever they meet them ; but then a- 
gain, the very moment their backs arc 
turned, they will vilify and reproach 
them. Ilypocrify, in fliort, is their dar- 
ling vice; and fuch is their vanity and 
fclf-conceit, that they will blow their own 
trumpets, and be very lavifii in their en- 
comiums on their own extraordinary me- 
rit ; notwithftanding all this, they arc to 
all outward appearance, very fandtilied and 
devout, and feem to look down with an 
eye of contempt, on the vanity of all lub- 
lunary enjoyments. Tho’ they are for 
ever expatiating in public on the joys that, 
are more lading and permanent in ano- 
ther world ; yet in private, they will gra- 
tify their fenfual appetites without con- 
troul. Thefe Perfian hypocrites, more- 
over, entertain an utter averfion, not only 
to aJJ who are profeflors of chiidianity in 
(/) Europe ; but to all others who differ 
from them in any important articles of 
their faith ; nor would there be any fafety 
for them in this country, if the laws of 
nations did not keep the/e infidels under 
fomc tolerable reftraint. 

The (hameful pradtice of ufury prevails 
in this country more than in any other 
part of the world through which I have 
travelled. Tho’ it muff be acknowledged, 
that there arc fome honeft, finccre, and 
virtuous men amongft them ; we dare 
venture to aflert, that, for the generality, 
the Perfians are the moft ungrateful 
wretches under the fun, and can be guilty 
of the moft enormous crimes without a 
bluflt. Pcrfu, like the European dates, 
confifts of three orders. The firft, of the 
nobility, and gentlemen of the fvvord ; the 
fecond, of the men of the robe ; and the 
third and lad of merchants and mecha- 
nics, 


Occafmal Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Perlia, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

(b) Georgia, in Afia, fee p. 107. n. I 

(c) Armenia, fee p. 198. n. g. 

{d) Turcomania, the antient Armenia, is now 


a province of Afiatic Turky. Its capital city is 
Erzerum. 

( c ) Ormus, fee 283. n. b. 

(f) Ifpahan, fee p. 109. n. m. 
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CHAP. XLII. 

A fuccincl Account of the Ceremonies obferved at the Interment of any 
King of (a) Perfia. ACharaSler of the King then regent. When the 
Author arrived *at (b) Ifpahan or Spahawn. His Majefiy s Portrait , 

, or PiSlure ; and the agreeable Habits , or Dreffes , of the Perfians of both 
Sexes. 


1704 (g) Porto, or the Port, the city of Conftan- 

'"'f'*’' tinoplc, frequently called fo, by way of emi* (£) France, fee p. 214. n. m. 
nence, being one of the fineft harbours in Eu- 
rope, and the metropolis of the Turkifh (f) Europe, fee p, 1 17, n.dd. 
empire. 


N Otwithftanding it is an eftablifhed 
curtotn, to conceal the deceafe of a 
Perfian king till his immediate fucceflor 
is firmly feated upon his throne ; yet no 
fooner had Suliman, the father of his pre- 
fent majefiy, departed this life, but the 
melancholy news was fpread far and wide 
almoft inftantaneoufly, through the indif- 
cretion of his chief, or firfl phyfician. 

The death That P r ‘ nCe died 00 ^ 29th day of 

g^'"i s sa- July in the year 1694, in the 48th year 
of his age, after he had reigned near 30 
years. 

No fooner was the report confirmed, 
but the officers belonging to the crown, 
and the grandees, or principal nobility of 
the kingdom, immediately pofiefled them- 
felves of the palace ; and took all the care 
they pofiibly could to fecure peace and 
tranquility within the court. No people 
of any rank or difiindtion were to be met 
with in the open fireets; and all the (hops 
in general throughout the city of Ifpahan 
were clofe (hut up. 

On the firfl of Auguft his majefiy’s 

His funeral. ... i , , , 

corpfe was laid on a wheel -machine, 
which was covered all over with a moft 
pompous and magnificent pall of gold 
cloth, and conveyed from the palace to a 
chappel, at about a league’s diftance from 
Ifpahan, and from thence to Com, in order 
to its being depofited in the fepulchre of 
his royal predccelTors. All the grandees 
of the kingdom, attended the deccafed on 
foot, one of the officers belonging to the 


crown, by name Mierfa-taher, and a dig- 
nified ecclefiaftic only excepted, who, 
through the infirmities of old age, were 
permitted to ride on hofeback. Thefe 
grandees, or lords, were followed by the 
gentlemen of the robe, and the penmen, 
who chanted a mod doleful ditty as they 
moved folemnly along. A large body of 
foldiers fuccecded thefe, who attended his 
majeffy’s remains to the chappel, with 
their flambeaux, which fmoaked in- 
deed, tho’ they gave no light. All tHbfe 
who had attended the coarfe fo far, having 
firfl: rent their garments, returned home- 
wards, and left a fufficient number of 
their friends and relations to attend the 
body to the fepulchre above-mentioned in 
the dead of the night. 

The guards of the palace were diredtly 
doubled, in order to prevent any tumult or 
difturbance, which might cafually arife on 
fo public an occafion, efpccially in a city 
fo populous as Ifpahan, and fo crowded 
with inhabitants of various nations. In the 
interim, the crown-officers gave express 
orders to their moll judicious Aftrologer, 
as is the conftant cuffom of the country, 
to inform them of the moft propitious, or 
favourable moment for the inauguration, 
or inftalmcnt of the new king ; being fully 
perfuaded, that byfuch a proper confulta- 
tion, his majefiy would make no attempts 
to injure, or opprefs his fubjedts ; efpecially 
on his firft accefiion to the throne. There 
was not a Angle drum or trumpet to be 
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heard, or any other noife whatever, that 
might in the lead interrupt the folemoity 
of their public mourning, till their Magi, 
or wile men had made their declaration, 
which was poftponed to the 6th day of 
Auguft on which the critical moment was 
unanimoufly fettled and adjufted. — This 
was the happy time appointed for the new 
king’s tolemn coronation, that is to fay, 
the tided Ion of the deceafed Suliman. 

This 1‘uccefTor, upon the expiration of 
his father, was indantaneoufly removed 
from the Seraglio, and locked up in ano- 
ther apartment appointed for his reception, 
where he was clofely confined till his ac- 
cedion to the throne, where all the gran- 
dees belonging to the court attended round 
about him, in order to throw thcmfclves 
prodrate at his feet. Upon this all the 
houfes and fhops throughout the city were 
indantly opened, which, till then, had been 
elofely diut up j and there were bonfires in 
every drcct, and grand illuminations in e- 
very window ; with divers other demon- 
drations of public joy. 

The new king, who, by the Perfians is 
dyled their Soltan-hofTein, fent, on the 
nexj day after his coronation, royal robes 
to all the grandees and lords of the court, 
who, till then, wore no other garments than 
thofe they had torne before; and upon the 
reception of thefe prefents, the mourning 
for the deceafed was at once all over. Af- 
ter this, not only the drums and trumpets, 
but every other indrument of mufic was 
heard in almod every corner ; and thefe 
public rejoicings continued, according to 
cudom, without any intermiflion, for forty 
days fuccedively. 

His majedy, at his accedion to the 
throne, was about four and twenty years 
of age, of but a moderate llature, though 
well made ; and the features of his face 
were perfectly manly and handfome. I 
had fo many opportunities of viewing him 
with attention, during my refidence at 
Ifpahan, that the idea of him being firm- 
ly imprinted in my mind, I was enabled 
to draw his picture, in which attempt I 
was generally allowed to have hit the true 
likenefs, and to have fucceeded beyond their 
expectations. Though his majedy was, 
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when I law him fird, in a dimmer drefs ; 
yet I chofe, upon mature deliberation, to 
delineate him in his winter- robes, which 
are much more magnificent, and give him, 
in my opinion, a more graceful and majef- 
tic air. 

He may with cafe be dillinguifiied, by 
virtue of the large, and immenfely valu- 
able jewel in his turbant, which is cm- 
bellifhed, moreover, with three fothers, 
plucked from the wing of a black heron ; 
as the reader will find by turning his eve 
on the Plate (85) hereto annexed. 

This young prince takes fuch a peculiar 
delight in building ; that, upon a moded 
computation, he is reckoned to have ex- 
pended, within the compafs of ten year 1 , 
no lefs than four or five millions of money ; 
notwith (binding the cods and charges at- 
tending his fine gardens, and all his houfes 
of pleafure are no ways included in the ac- 
count. When he has an inclination to 
creft any new edifice, his will is made 
publickly known by found of trumpet, 
that fuch as are attached to his filtered may 
attend, and contribute towards the com- 
pletion of the intended building. Upon 
this general fummons, artificers of all forts 
flock to court from all parts, in order to 
offer their fervice, through loyalty, with- 
out any expectation, or hopes of reward ; 
nor do the grandees, or lords of the court, 
ever fail of fending other workmen at their 
own expence. 

Such inhabitants, as are natives of ( d ) Ar- 
menia, are indifpcnfably obliged to pay in 
their contributions, hkewife ; and to my 
own certain knowledge, they raifed no lefs 
than three hundred tomans, that is to fiiy, 
near one hundred and twenty thoufiind 
Iivres, towards one fingle garden, that was 
compleated during my refidence at Ifpahan. 

Notwithrtanding this tafte of his for 
building ; he is fo addicted to venery, and 
indulges himfelf to that degree, in the 
gratification of every unruly and inordinate 
paffion, that he is perfectly regardlcfs of 
his ftatc-affairs, and the welfare of his 
fubjefts ; and thro’ his vicious example, 
there is but little juftice adminiftred 
throughout all his extenfive dominions. 
Licentioufnefs reigns in every part ; and 
>4 G the 
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1704 the mod vicious meet with no control. 

'*“***' The natural conference of which is, that 
the high- ways, or public roads, which 
were formerly as fafe and fecure as poffible, 
now fwarm with mcrcilefs villains, and 
the word of freebooters. 

Pritfts and Through this foible of the prince, not 

eunuchs hit 0 r 

principal only the ecclefiadics, but his eunuchs like- 
wile, who arc the very feum and refufe of 
the earth, and altogether unworthy of the 
lead employ or preferment, have too great 
an afcendency over him. Thefe lad reptiles, 
are but guards at belt of the ha man or 
feraglio, the place wholly devoted to the 
gratification of all hismajefty’s mod brutal 
lulls; and their air and mein, have fome- 
thing in them, moreover, peculiarly (hock- 
ing. Thefe are the men, however, who 
have his majedy’s ear at all times ; and arc 
fo much in favour, that even the counci- 
lors of date are obliged to court and carefs 
them. What a mortifying circumdance 
. is it, that perlons of illudrious birth and the 
greated confideration, can by no means 
fecure their royal mader’s good graces, or 
Hand poflelTed of their high polls or em- 
ployment with any certainty of continu- 
ance, unlefs they will fubmit to fuch 
mean, fuch fhameful, and, in a word, fuch 
fervilc adulations ! 

They are not all, however, of fuch 
low, groveling, fubmiffive fpirits. In- 
flanccs may be produced of fome of their 
illudrious perfonages, who fcorn to cringe 
and fawn thus, or difguife their real fen- 
timents on any confideration whatfoever. 
Some years ago, there was a nobleman of 
hVT; (0 G^rgia, by name Rullan-khan, a 
Ceor * Un nobleman of real merit, and poflelTed of 

nublcirun, , 1 , . 

one of the mod important polls in the 
kingdom ; namely, that of generaliflimo 
ofhis majedy’s armies, and governor of (/) 
Tauris, formerly known by the name of 
Ecbatana, the capital of (g) Media, who 
had the courage and intrepidity to tell his 
majedy, at a grand entertainmant in the 
prefence of the principal grandees at court, 
that his majedy was brought up in perfedl 
ignorance, and what was worfe, he would 
for ever continue in that unhappy date ; 
and, in Ihort, as he was wilfully blind, 
he could not prevail on himfelf to aft the 


hypocrite, or ferve him any longor. Upon 
this aft of prefumption, as it was termed, 
he was immediately depofed, and by his 
majedy’s exprefs orders clofely confined 
the very next day to his own apartment 
during pleafure. In the interim, however, 
his friends were fo fanguine and folicitous 
for his releafe, that they had procured the 
royal protnife for his refloration. Accord- 
ingly, they all congratulated him upon 
this their good fucccfs ; but he was fo far 
from making them, as they expefted, his 
grateful acknowledgments, that he re- 
fented their too officious fervices, and 
openly declared that he fcorned to ferve 
fo illiterate a prince ; and aftually per- 
fided in that unalterable refolution to his 
dying day. 

A certain grandee, by name Moeffa- 
beek, formerly anf/') Armenian by profeffi- 
on ; but whole grandfather had embraced 
the Mahommed faith, drew a more fevere 
mortification upon himfelf than the for- 
mer, in the year 1 704, whild I was refi- 
dent at Ifpahan, for difeovering his fenti- 
ments too freely, and fpcaking without 
referve. This nobleman, who had been 
preferred to fome of the mod important 
employs in the kingdom, and particularly 
to that of governor of Tauris before men- 
tioned, after he had been general of his 
Majedy’s (/) Circadian as well as Georgian 
flaves, came on fome private occafion to 
Ifpahan, where his majedy afked him 
what affairs, at that conjuncture, could 
bring him to court; and commanded him 
to return forthwith to bis government 
without prefuming to make the lead ex- 
podulation ; and from thence to repair, 
with the utmod expedition, to Ederabad, 
a town of (k) Mazanderan, and there put 
himfelf at the head ofhis army, and there- 
with to march direftly againd th e (l) Tur- 
cornanians, who had invaded that province, 
and carried away not only the inhabitants, 
but their effefts likewife. Upon this he told 
his majedv, that he was very forry that he 
could not poffibly comply with thofe 
commands, for he had been fully con- 
vinced, that his grandees and other 
noblemen, then refuling at court, did not 
aft as became them, or as perfons that 

had 
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1704 had any fincere regard either for his 
majefty himfelf, or the welfare of his fub- 
jeds j and that he was well aflured, that 
their whole aim and defign in prevailing 
no his majeftyto fend him on that errand, 
was no other, than to ruin and deftroy 
him j and that therefore, in cafe it was 
abfolutely neceffary that he (hould fall a 
facrifice to the malice and refentment of 
his enemies, he had rather fubmit to the 
will of fate, and dye at once, than to 
fall inglorioufly after his departure. This 
he fpokc fo openly, and after fuch and 
unguarded manner, and confirmed the 
truth of what he aflerted by fuch ftrong 
and convincing arguments, that he ex- 
afperated his majefty fo far, that proper 
officers were fent to his apartments on the 
lixth of September then following in order 
tofecurehim ; and accordingly they ex- 
ecuted their commiffion with the utmoft 
rigour; for they firft bound him, and 
then carried him publickly through the 
ftreets upon a mule to the place appointed 
for his confinement, and clapped their 
lignet on all his effeds : however, not- 
withftanding all this infult and difgrace, he 

♦ was in a few days afterwards difeharged, 
on the milder condition of his voluntarily 
confining himfelf in his own houfe. 

Many other inftances might be pro- 
' duced of the . foibles, and want of dif- 
cretion in this unhappy prince, who, by his 
ra(h, and arbitrary proceedings, expofes 
himfelf fo far to the contempt of all his 
fubjeds ; that fcarce any of them fcruple to 
declare, in the mod open manner, they 
have nothing of a king, but the bare name. 
And it may, with juftice, indeed, and good 
rcafon be faid, that no country, where a 
child, or an illiterate prince fets on the 
throne, can poflibly be happy. The 
younger brother of this weak prince, who 
has an apartment in the palace, and is a 
man of fenfe, and intrinsic merit, when 
he hears of his majefty*s daily ads of in- 
diferetion, cries out (as I am credibly in- 
formed) I cannot conceive what my bro- 
ther does with the crown. And one day 
after his majefty had fent him a bottle of 
wine, the young prince returned it back 
with an air of contempt, faying, he did 
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not ftand in want of a little liquor. Now 1704 
to thefc who are ignorant of the cuftoms 
and maxims of the Perfians, thofe matters, 
fo widely diffant from the methods ob- 
ferved in other countries, may appear 
ftrange, and will fcarcely be believed. I 
ihall mention but one foible more of this 
unhappy prince, and that is, tho’ he is ad- 
dided to gaming, if he lofcs but a trifle, 
he begs of the party who won it, to take 
no notice of his lofs to the Nazir, who is 
the officer appointed to pay him. 

In order, however, to call a veil over the J\'‘ 
other foibles of this illiterate prince, we. lliiliL ' ; ' *>f 
will enter on another topic, and dofe this I' lnduj."” 
chapter with a fuccind account of the 
various habits which arc worn by the Pv- 
fians of both fixes. But here we muff 
make one general obfervation, in the fii/t 
place ; namely, that their habits arc all 
much fhortcr than thofe worn by the 
Turks, and each is different, in oroportion 
to their refpedive ftations, or degrees in 
life. The habit, for inftance, of the gentle- 
men of the fword bears no refcmblance to 
that which is worn by thofe of the robe ; 
and the dreffes arc equally various in regard 
to their conforts. There is, moreover, a 
very vifible difference in the habits of their 
virgins, from thofe who arc fettled in the 
conjugal ftatc. As to the drefs of their 
men of the robe, the reader will have a 
clear idea of it by carting his eye on the 
plate (No. 86) hereto annexed. The tur- n - S6, 
bant, likcwife, or the mandicl, as they 
call it, which they wear on their heads is 
greatly varied. Some wear them of one 
colour ; others of another ; according as 
their taffc or fancy direds them : fome are 
ffriped ; others are w’rought with gold and 
filver: others again, arc as white as fnow : 
thofe which areworne by their ccclcfi aflics 
are by much the largeff, indeed ; yet they 
are exceedingly neat, and plaited in the 
moft accurate manner. Their drefs, in 
fliort, throughout, is very grand and mag- 
nificent, and their veftments arc for the 
generality, flowered ; but thefe rich gar- 
ments, according to my fancy, become 
their ladies much better than themfelves. 

And to fpeak my fentiments freely, and 
without referve, I think the drefs of aTurk 

is 
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is much more modeft, much better under- 
ftood, and gives him a more manly and 
majdlic air. The Perfians, in all other 
refpedts, never vary their fadiions, and 
dill preferve that air of grandeur which 
was prevalent in thedays of king Alexander. 
Their nobility, or other perfons of high 
rank and diilindlion, very feldom, if ever 
walk, but ride on horfe-back, with their 
running-footmen on one fide of them. And 
thele are fo frequently mimicked by gentle- 
men oflower rank, and lefler fortune, that 
they are forced to run deep in debt, in order 
to indulge themfelves in fuchadtsoffplendor, 
"and extravagance; but then it mud be allow- 
ed that they feldom think of dife hanging 
them, unlefs they find themfelves compell- 
ed. Thele grandees, and fuch as roll in 
riches, decorate their horfes bridles with 
mady gold ; and others in much lower 
circumdance copy after them in ptopor- 
tion. They have their callion (as they 
call it) that is to fay, their pipe carried con- 
dantly after them ; which, with more 
propriety of expredion, may be termed, 
their bottle of water, through which they 
draw the fmokc of their tobacco. This 
callion isembdlidied with gold, and makes 
a very neat appearance. Such as are of a 
lower rank or clafs adorn them only with 
diver, indeed ; but then they have them 
carried after them in the fame pompous 
manner as the former. The bridle ol our 
diredtor’s hoife was a golden one, and his 
callion was cmbcllidied with the lame pre- 
tious metal : Ilis deputy’s likewife was the 
fame ; and fo, in Oiort, were the bridles 
of all fuch as frequent the court ; wheie 
they are only looked upon in proportion 
to the grand figure they can make. 

The drefs of the ladies, however, (as I 
hinted before) ftems, to my thinking, 
much more agreeable. The confbrts of 
their robe-men, wear a bandage on their 
foreheads mod richly deekt all over with 
pearls and precious lionet: This bandage, 
for the mod part, is four fingeis in 
breadth ; and goes but half way round 
the head. On the other hand, the con- 
forts of fuch as arc councilors of date 
wear their bandages all round, in the 
manner of a crown, which they call their 


boffhiboroe : This is frequently decorated 1704 
with a plumage, plucked from the wing 
of a black heron, ami fevcul bunches of 
flowers with golden leaves. To this ban- 
dage, or crown, they add a jewel, which 
falls on the forehead ; and is fadened by a 
firing of peail which comes under their 
chin ; and as to their hair it hangs down 
their backs in ringlets. Thefe ladies, like- 
wife, wear a white veil, embroidered with 
gold, which falls over their fhoulders. 

They have, moreover, their necklaces of 
pearls and pretious doncs, together with 
rich chains of gold, which fall down to 
their very girdles, with a finall box of 
perfume. Their upper garment is gene- 
rally either a gold or filver brocade; lbmc- 
times, indeed, it is pci tidily plain : And 
under this, they wear a veil, which falls 
down below the girdle. Their fljifts are 
made of ta fluty, or tome other fine filk, 
embroidered with gold. They wear diaw- 
ers, likewife, and under-petticoats made 
in the loom ; as alio bufkins, which come 
up about four or five inches above the 
ancle ; thefe too arc made of velvet em- 
broidered, or fome other more codly dud'. 

Their dippers arc made either of green or 
red fhagreen which is painted; and' the 
heel is railed of the dime colour, lined, 
and embellithed with little flowers. Their 
girdles, which arc about two or three inches 
broad, are adorned with pearls and pre- 
cious dones; and upon their breads they 
wear a variety of rich ribbons, which fall 
down as low as their girdles. The reader 
will find one of thefe fine ladies dred in 
all her gaiety, in order to pay a vilit, in 
the plate (No. 87.) hereunto annexed. In 

. 1 , . Scej'lite S 1 

winter, they wear over ail this, a gown, 
lined with a cotton-cloth, which falls 
down about a foot below their girdles; and 
when it is exccflively cold, indeed, they 
were a gown of filver or gold brocade, 
lined with fable, or fome fur of the like 
nature. When they appear in the drccts, 
they are covered fiom head to foot with a 
white veil; infomuch, that nothing of 
their face is.feen except their eyes, as the 
reader may fee in the plate before-men- 
tioned. This vail, for the generality, is all 
of one piece. They wear bracelets, like 
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1704 wife, of precious ftones upon their arms j 
***** and their fingers are perfectly loaded with 
rings. 

The ladies of but a middling ftation and 
inferior to thefe, drefs themfelves richly, 
in proportion to the fubftance of their 
hufbandsj and the wives of the nobility, 
and men of the fword, wear a filk net or 
fomething of the like nature over their 
cloaths, which have a charming effeft, 
and firike the eye in the mod agreeable 
manner. 

The habit. To the drefles of the abovementioned 
of their gentlemen and ladies, I fhall add the ha- 
bits of thofe they call their yafools, that is 
thec'ourt', to fay, his majefty’s porters, who adt like- 
wife in the capacity of gcntlemen-ulhcrs. 
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Thefe yafools wear muftaches, like the 1704 
nobility, and a beard upon their chins 
which extends even to their ears-, and 
nobody’s turbauts are lb lofty as theirs. 

Some of this clafs, or order, wear beards 
after the Turkilh manner. The reader 
will find one of thefe delineated in the 
plate (No. 88.) hereto annexed. 

In (No. 89.) he will have likcwiic the The por* 
reprefentation of a male black Have, who Iwofll'c. 
was an attendant on our diredor, with a 
large poignard of a, particular form, fhick 
in his girdle, and a long flaff in his hand : 

As alio of a female domeflic of his, of the* 
fame complexion, with her tea-equipage 
in her hand, if he will but call his eye on 
the plate 90 hitherto likewife annexed. 


Occaftonal Remarks on the preceding Chapter . 


(a) Petfia, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

(b) Ifpahan, or Spahawn, fee p. 109.0. m. 

(c) Com. fee p. 247. n. k. 

(d) Armenia, fee p. 198. n.£. 

(()* Georgia, in Afia, fee p. 107. n d. 

(f) Tauris, or Tabris, feep. 242.0./. 


(g) Media, (ee p. 214. n. e. 

(bf Armenia, fee p. 198. n.|. 

(i) Circaflia, fee p. 199. n. q. 

(1 k) Mafanderan, a province of Perfia. ufually 
comprehended in Gilan, the antimt llyicania. 
fituate on the fouth coaft ofthe Cafpian fea. 
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The or and Funeral Solemnity ordained by the [a) Periians for theCommemo- 
ration of the Deceafe of their favourite Saint Huflein, the Son of Ali 
and Fatima, the J'ole Daughter of Mohammed. The Manner in which 
l he Natives of (b) Armenia receive their Friends at (c) JuJpha. The 
Arrival of an Envoy or Ambaffador from the Grand P if er of the 
(d ) Ottoman Port. 


The Pcr- 
iuns days 
of mourn- 
ing. 


O N the fixth day of May the Perfians 
commenced their grand funeral 
pomp, which was inftituted in honour of 
their great St. Huflein ; and their lamen- 
tation, or mourning begins on the mo- 
ment they difeern the lead glimpfe of the 
new moon. All the city in general ap- 
pear in deep mourning, and all the tefti- 


monies of public forrow are exprefled for 
the death of fo venerable and fo righteous 
a man , which happened (according to tra- 
dition) in the year 1027, at which time 
Mohammed was indifpenfably obliged to 
fly from (r) Mecca to (f) Medina Talmabi, 
which (according to their calculation) was 
no lefs than one thotifand one hundred and 
4 * II eighteen 
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eighteen years ago, in order to fereen him- 
felffiom the refentment and perfection 
of his foes. 

This mod venerable faint loll his life 
in (g) Arabia Defcrta, as he was taking his 
flight accompanied by feventy-two of his 
difciples, or followers, near a certain place 
called Kierbila, where his monument is 
eroded, and to which the Perfians, who 
look upon him as their true, or head 
Imam, rclbrt from all parts, both far and 
near, in order to pay him the tribute of 
their more than common veneration and 
elleem. And it mull be allowed, that 
king Abbas the Great acknowledged frank- 
ly, and with a kind of fecret pride, that 
he was a defeendant of that illuf rious fa- 
mily; the natives of (b) Turky, however, 
think lie is no ways cntituled to that ho- 
nour. 

This public mourning, or general la- 
mentation is continued for ten days fuc- 
cetTivcly, without the leaf intermiffion. 
The populace make their appearance in 
the open fleets, in lmall bands or compa- 
nies, of about ten or a dozen of them, in 
the mof piteous plight, being, at leaf, 
half naked ; and as an addition to their 
feeming forrovv, they blacken their faces 
all over, and look like a pack of our com- 
mon chimney-fwcepcrs in (i) Holland. 
They make, in fliort, a mof hideous 
figure ; and affeding a very mortified air, 
they chant their mof doleful ditties to the 
found of certain cafagnets, fuch as wc 
have before-mentioned to have been play- 
ed upon by female dancers in fome other 
countries. The martyrdom of this their 
darling faint is reprefented byperfons well 
furnified with arms, and by an image of 
him, which is not only very large, but 
hollow, and put into motion by fome per- 
fon within, appointed for that purpofc, 
and who is not over-artfully concealed ; 
for his legs are vifiblc enough to the mof 
incurious eye. The parties concerned in 
this pious droll, farce, or piece of mum- 
mery, as it may properly enough be 
termed, feldom fail of receiving fome 
petty gratuity, or reward from the fpcc- 
tators, which confifs, however, of but 
fome fmall pieces of filver, of no great 


value. There are fome of them, indeed, J*7<H 
now and then, who are more bountiful 
and beneficent, in proportion to the high 
veneration they conceive of his perfoiul 
merit. As for the ref, during thele un- 
interrupted days of forrow and lamentation, 
they preach openly in the fleets, both 
morning and evening ; but more especially 
in fuch parts of the city, where there 
are crofs-ways and fuch other places ot 
mof refort, which they inclofe with 
tapefry, and cover with their carpets. 

They decorate likewife the walls of the 
city with bucklers, and other warlike 
arms of various denominations, and the 
pulpits at thefe times, are raifed five or 
fix fcps at leaf, for the accommodation 
of thofe who conf itute the audience on 
thefe folemn occafions. Thefe orators, 
thus mounted in their rofrum, take care 
to have fome manuferipts in their hands, 
on which they frequently caf their eye, 
whilf they arc expatiating on the impor- 
tant and marvellous adions of this their 
faint. An inferior preacher, who f ands fome 
few fleps only lower than the former, ha- 
rangues the populace, in his turn, with 
his eulogies of Huflein, which he chants 
with as loud and difind a voice, as one 
of our European parifi-clerks. The 
refpedive places, fet apart for thefe pub- 
lic ads of devotion, are for the gene- 
rality, full of feats, or benches; and as 
my curiofi^ inclined me to become one of 
their auditors, I was foon accompanied 
thither by fome of my friends. No fooner 
were they fenfible of our intention, but 
they furnified us, very courteoufly, with 
commodious feats ; and this they did with 
the more alacrity and readinefs, as they 
profeffed a more than common value and 
regard for our diredor, who was univer- 
fidly beloved at (k) Ifpahan. I lifened 
with a feeming attention for near half an 
hour ; and I could plainly difeover, that 
what was at that time delivered by their 
orator, had fuch a f long influence over 
the paffions of their auditors, that mof of 
them appeared diffolved in tears. At the 
corner of the wall where my friends and 
myfelf were feated, a large figure had 
been planted, which was tolerably coun- 
ter- 



i7°4 

v*nr*»^ 


A fiance of 
young lads. 


CORNELIUS LE BRUN. 


terfeitcd, and well fluffed with draw, 
who perfonatcd one Omar, the affaffin, 
or murderer of Mullein, whom the popu- 
lace burnt at night, in divers parts of 
the city. In feveral confiderable places, 
thefe panegyrics, or fermons as they call 
them, are delivered likewife in the dead 
of the night, upon certain theatres, crefted 
for thofe particular purpofes, with laths, 
on which they hang above a thoufand 
lamps, but in fo aukward and carelefs a 
manner, that the wind, in cafe there hap- 
pens to be a brifk gale, blows three parts 
in four of them out direftly. As to the 
fpeftators of this night pageantry, they 
are not to be numbered. 

On the Sunday following, wc folem- 
nized the grand feftival of Whitfuntide, at 
our directors, to whole apartments came 
two bands, or fmall companies of young 
lads, all much of the fame ftature, and 
all very fmartly dreffed in older to dance 
before him and his company, according to 
cuftom, on that occafion. Thefe lads 
had fmall flicks, or wands, in their hands, 
which they druck one againd another, 
during the dance which was exhibited to 
vocal mufic only, that is to lay, to the 
flinging of two or three men, who were 
their °ovcrfecrs. Thefe young dancers 
threw their arms almod every moment 
over their heads, with the utmod velo- 
city, and affumed I nch a variety of airs 
and’attitudes, as proved perfectly enter- 
taining. 

Another band more numerous than the 
former, propofed to have followed them, 
in order farther to amufe us j but they 
met unexpectedly with a drange band, be- 
longing to fome other didrift, or divifion, 
who obftruCtcd them in their defign by a 
clofe attack ; infomuch that they could not 
come ; befides they were obliged to attend 

the court that night. 

But to return to our more melancholy 
fubjedl. The folemnity of this funeral 
pomp, or public mourning confided prin- 
cipally in a grand proceflion, which was 
exhibited the very next day ; of which I 
had an uninterrupted fight, as I hap- 
pened to be at a diop-kcepers houfe 


in the Baz\r, or market-place, wlun it J704 
parted by the door. 

This grand proceflion was opened by 
fome fevv officers on horle-back who be- 
longed to the Deioga ; andthele were fol- 
lowed by a fet of fingers, who had each 
of them a taper in his hand ; and each was 
dred either in black", or pm pie, conforma- 
ble to the nature of the full minty, and 
the doleful lamentations that were made; 
fome of thefe were half naked ; and others 
carried a black ffandard which was fuiled 
up. After them went three camels, on 
the hrd rode two lads more than half na- 
ked ; on the lecond rode three one behind 
the other, and on the third, the image of a 
woman, covered up dole, with a little 'ul. 

After them came five camels more, on 
each of which were feven or eight other lit- 
tle boys, who were almod naked likewile, 
and feated in cages, compoled of lath, and 
thefe were followed by two enligns. Then 
appeared a chariot with an open coffin, in 
which was contained a dead coarfe ; after 
that went a fccond, which was covered 
with white, and accompanied by lingers : 
and a third after the two former, laden 
with inccnfe, having two men and four 
little lads in it; each having a book in his 
hand, and a fmall table before him. This 
lad chariot was encompaded with a parcel 
of tinned lamps, or what at lead appeared 
to me to be fuch, and followed by a large 
dandard which was furled up, and twelve 
foldiers duely armed ; each having a helmet 
on his head ; thefe were followed by two 
little lads whimficully dreffed up, with 
feathers and bells. After thefe boys, went 
a young prifoner on liorfe-hack, accom- 
panied by no Iefs than one and twenty o- 
tliers, fixteen whereof were chained, and 
five, indeed, only pinioned. When thefe 
prifoners had palled by, there caine a 
fourth chariot, all covered with land, out 
of which appeared fix heads all in a bloody 
condition ; but no bodies to be l'ecn ; info- 
much that one might imagine that they 
had been cut off. In this chariot there 
were two perfons drefied. In a fifth 
which immediately followed, was carried 
the body of Huffein himfelf, reprefented 
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1704 by a man clad all in armour, with a fabre 
in his right-hand. This perfop was co- 
vered all-over with blood, in order to ftrike 
the paffions of the populace, who feemed 
‘ at leaft fo deeply affected, that the lamen- 
tations and tears, the fighs and groans, and 
other hideous out-cries on this occafion 
were (hocking beyond defeription. And 
it mull be acknowledged, that there can- 
not poflibly be any thing more affedting 
than this fight ; and notwithftanding we 
were confeious to ourfelves, that the whole 
was both idlc*and ridiculous j yet it was not 
in our power, fo much as to fmile at the 
, folly of it. 

This chariot was followed by a great 
number of young perfons ; fome pinioned j 
and fome again with their arms at liberty, 
attended by a guard well armed with 
clubs, or ftaves, with which, from time to 
time, they threatened to bruife them ; upon 
which, they would cringe and bow down 
their heads as naturally as if they dreaded 
the approaching blow. Thefe were fol- 
lowed by another large chariot, drawn by 
men, covered, like the reft, all over with 
’ bloody fand, whereon there were two dead 
bodies, and four others, whereof nothing 
was feen but their heads. In this laft 
chariot went fix turtle-doves backwards 
and forwards. From another that fol- 
lowed this, came out arms and legs, and 
in it likewife were two lighted tapers. 
Then a third, with fix heads, and two per- 
fons dreffed, followed by another, with a 
dead body in armour in it, and a man, 
perfonating one who was very fick, and 
feemingly at the very point of death. 
Then went twoenfigns; and ahorfe, with 
his faddle hanging down, attended by two 
drums and feveral fingers. After them 
followed another chariot, whereon were 
two coffins, and two little lads, each with 
a book in his hand, who from time to time 
very affe&ionately embraced them, and 
played their part of the farce exceedingly 
well . Another chariot of an extraordinary 
fize followed this, in which were con- 
tained no lefs than ten or a dozen dead 
bodies, of which no parts were to be feen 
except their bloody arms and legs, together 
with five or fix prifoners, followed by a 
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young naan on horfe-back pierced through 
with arrows. This perfon was all over 
blood, feemed to be a ftranger ; and to all 
outward appearance perfectly faint, and 
ready to drop on the ground. After him 
a coffin appeared, covered all over with 
black cloth, attended by fingers and dan- 
cers, who feemed to condudt it in triumph ; 
and after them were carried three lances, 
each of which was embelliftied with 
pretious ftones. Then followed a horfe, 
laden with bows and arrows, a turbant, and 
a large ftandard 5 and five horfes more af- 
ter that, laden with bucklers, bows and 
arrows, and three javelins, on the points 
whereof appeared a hand. And to clofe 
this grand melancholy proceffion, came a- 
nother horfe richly caparifoned, whereon 
there were three pair of pigeons. This 
horfe, however, was not in its proper 
place. 

After I had been an eyc-witnefs of all 
this melancholythough pompous (hew, I 
prevailed on a good-natured ecclefiaftic to 
give me the interpretation of this myftic 
proceffion. In the firft place, he told me 
that the turtle-doves which I had obferved 
on one of the chariots, reprefented thfife, 
which in reality* fat upon the body, of 
Huflein faon after he was murdered ; and 
that thofefelf dime turtle-doves, all fmeared 
with his blood flew 'away to Medina 
where the After .of St. HulTein lived, who, 
upon the firft fight of them, was fully 
convinced of his untimely end j for (lie 
had foretold it, it feems, before- hand. — He 
acquainted me farther, that the chariot 
with the two coffins attended by the two 
little lads, who had each of them a. book 
in his hand, reprefented the two Tons of 
Huflein, whofe names were Ali-a(ker, 
and Ali-Echbar, who, as they tell you, 

were both (lain with arrows. That the 

young man, pierced through with arrows, 
was intended to reprefent the latter. — That 
the coffin, covered with black was that of 
St. Huflein himftlf ; and the chariot with 
fix heads, by which fat two perfons dref- 
fed, reprefented his children.— -That the 
iron hand, fixed at the point of the javelins, 
was the fignal of war which the chieftains 
or partifans of the Perfian Mohammedans 

wore 
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wore, in former days, upon their ftand- 
ards, and that the five fingers on that hand 
reprefented Mohammed, Ali Fatima, the 
daughter of MohammeJ, Ali the wife, 
Huffiin and Huflein the Saint : fo that it is 
'evident each part of this long, pompous, 
melancholy procefiion has reference to 
fomc circumftance or other relating to the 
murder of Huflein, and his feventy two 
difciplcs or followers, who were flain 
with him, and afterwards canonized as 
well as himfclf, for martyrs by the 
Perfians. 

It is very furprifing, that thofe perfons, 
whofe heads, arms and legs, appear openly 
in the Several chariots above-deferibed, 
fliould, for the many hours this mournful 
l'olcmnity lafted, be able to adt their parts 
fo naturally, and feem as lifelefs as perfect 
fhtues. Moft of the heads, moreover, 
had long beards, and their necks appeared 
to be fo fqueezed, that one would really 
imagine the head to be j^tually fevered 
from the body ; and what is ftill more fur- 
prifing, their very eyes feemed to be fixed 
in their heads, and without the leaf! vifible 
motion. 

In order, however, to their adling this 
part of infenfibility in fo natural a manner, 

I have been informed, that on this melan- 
choly occafion, the parties concerned are 
obliged to fwallow down a certain quan- 
tity of a particular liquor, which intoxicates 
them to that degree, that they are totally 
deprived of their fenfes for the time be- 
ing. And there is no room for impofi- 
tion in this particular; for I. could vilibly 
difiinguifh the head of wax (whereof there 
was but one) from all the reft : And it 
mull be allowed, moreover, that the Per- 
fians are peculiarly artful in thefe pahto- 
mical reprefentations. 

The next morning we went to the 
fame place, by break of day, in order to 
be fpediators of the remainder of this 
grand and fulemn proceflion ; but his ma- 
jefly did not come till two hours after we 
were fcated. 

This fccond days folemnity, was a kind 
of parade of the twodiftridfs, or divifions 
of the city, who carrried divers ornaments 
fuitable to the mournful purpofe in pro- 
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ceflion. In the firft place, there appeared, 
in the fame manner, as the day before, 
a fmall number of the deroga’s officers on 
horfe-back, followed by feveral young 
fellows armed with ftaves, and crying our, 
as they fkipped and danced along, O, 
Huflein ! Huflein ! ‘ After thefe came a 
band of inflrumental mufle, with fome 
drums, followed by the citizens of divers 
wards : the firft company appeared armed 
with drawn fabres, and fhields; and thofe 
who followed, with ftaves very elegantly 
painted. All in general were very neatly 
drefled in velvet veftments, with rich 
fafhes, and fine turbants ; and all marched* 
in exadt order : all the vifible difference 
between them confided wholly in the 
grandeur and magnificence of one dref. 
from another. One particular party of 
thefe citizens, who were nearly of the 
fame rank and degree in regard to fub- 
ftance, bad prepared for themfelves a very 
pretty machine, or refting place, not much 
unlik'e a common coach, which was a- 
dorned with looking-ghfTcs, hung with 
fibres, poniards and other arms; fome 
mounted with gold, and others withfilver, 
which had a very good effedf, and ftruck 
the eye in a charming manner. There 
were others, however, which were ftill 
loftier than this, and had no coverings or 
tops to them, were open within, and de- 
corated with a greater number of glaffes. 
The greateft and mod confidcrable of 
thefe feveral-companies goes on before the 
reft ; there were no lefs than five of thefe 
refting-places, or machines, like coaches 
as we hinted before, cxclufivc of that 
which was eredted between two buildings 
at the Chiaer-bacg. This was embellifhed 
throughout with, or more properly fpeaking, 
compofed of looking- glaffes, in the form of 
an altar, with folding-doors, which when 
thrown open difplayed all the decorations 
within ; this was a very lofty machine ; and 
as foon as his majefty appeared at the 
building which belongs to his fecond 
garden, in which there is a long gallery, 
one of their dodlors or preachers mounts 
the roftrum. This altar, or refting-place, 
was kept ftanding for three or four days 
fucceffively. It confifted of divers pieces, 
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which were made to fit, and were put 
together on the fpot } for it would have 
been a fruitlefs attempt, to have aimed at 
moving the whole at once through the 
city-gates. 

This grand proceffion was fucceeded by 
another that commenced, or opened with 
fome dandards, and a great number of 
horfes j fome whereof had their heads a- 
dorned with large plumes of white feathers, 
and others were very richly decorated, and 
laden with fine vedments, fabres, Shields, 
and a variety of other warlike weapons. 
Some again weredred even with turbants, 
•plumes larger than the former, and other 
pompous decorations. Thefe horfe were 
followed by a large band of fingers, 
muficians, and dancers, thefe lad waved 
certain flags over their heads, as they 
danced along : others carried pikes, which 
were embellished with tufts and ribbons. 
The proceffion appeared afterwards as it 
did the day before. The parties concerned 
therein frequently halted’; and as* they 
fung threw draw that had been chopped 
fimll, all over their heads, crying out at 
the fame time O, Huffein ! Huffein ! fome 
of the train carried a drawn fabre in one 
hand, and a Afield, or buckler, in the 0 - 
ther ; the red had daves at lead ten feet in 
length, which were very neatly painted 
and richly gilt. Though thefe feemed to 
breathe nothing but vengeance and de- 
ftru&ive war ; yet the Deroga, who was 
perfonally prefent, accompanied by above a 
thoufand horfe-men, takes particular care, 
that nobody (hall fall to blows ; for he 
pods his officers, in order to prevent all 
tumults and difturbanccs, at proper didan- 
ces ; fome in the van ; fome in the center : 
and others again in the rear of their grand 
proceffion. He plants others likewife in 
the way, through which they are to pafs ; 
and the feveral didri&s are obliged to ad- 
vance gradually one after the other. In 
fhort, he takes all the care imaginable, to 
prevent riots and diforders ; and all quarrels 
and contentions that might poffibly arife, 
in refpeft to rank or degree in the march, 
where the paffes are narrow ; and foldiers 
with fire-arms are poded, at proper dif- 
tances, for that particular purpofe. 


And it is highly requifite, indeed, that i7°4 
fuch precautions fhould be taken ; fir.ee A 'CiC^. 
the Perfians entertain a firm notion, that 
all fuch as fhould lofe their lives on fuch 
folemn occafions, go diretfly to Paradife, 
without any intermediate date. And, for 
that reafon, in cafe any murders happen to 
be committed at fuch public fcafons, there 
is no enquiry made after the delinquents ; 
andthofe, therefore, who owe their neigh- 
bours a fecret grudge, and want an op- 
portunity to fatiate their revenge, very fel- 
dom, if ever, fail of taking the advantage 
of thefe folemn proceffions, much after the 
fame manner, as the natives of (/) Italy do 
their public carnivals. 

From hence it is, that fuch as are wife 
and wary, and are under no indifpenfiiblc 
obligation to attend the proceffion, keep 
clofe at home, for the mod part, during 
the lad days of the folemnity ; but more 
efpecially thofe, who are known to be 
Turkifh Mohammedans ; for they are pro- 
feffed enemies to Huffein, and the friends 
of Omar, whom the Perlians perfectly 
abhor. 7'hey bear not that implacable 
malice againd any other nations, not even 
againd the natives of ( m ) India, who are- 
Heathens ; for to thefe they fay nothing to 
affront them. 

On this public occafion, however, there 
is a prodigious conconrfe of people, not 
only of inhabitants of the city, but drangers 
whofe curiofity leads them to become 
fpeftators. At this jun&ure indeed, it hap- 
pened, there were no tumults or diforders 
arofe ; no cafual tranfardions that created 
the lead trouble or confufion, which was 
fome what extraordinary and remarkable, if 
we confider the implacable hatred that 
fubfids between the two oppofite parties, 
who have no mercy on each other 
whenever it is their fortun: to meet to- 
gether. 

On the nineteenth indant I fet out with Ancw s’" 

# , den bclonj- 

fome friends to take a view of the Chridian in * <•> 
burial-ground where we tarried till break of k ‘ n< 
day ; and from thence went to his majedy’s 
new-garden, which is very fpacious, and 
encompaffed with an earthen-wall. We 
there faw feveral fifh-ponds which were 
nearly finifhed, and a curious nurfery of 

young 
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young trees, rofes, and parterres, abound- 
ing with flowers, but fuch only as were of 
the common fort. 

From thence we went to Julpha, to 
one Mr. Sahid’s country-feat. This gen- 
tleman (as we have hinted before) was 
interpreter to our company. He received 
and entertained us in the mod friendly 
manner, notwithftajiding there were near 
fifty of us in number. All the walks in 
his garden, which were illuminated with 
candles, made a very beautiful appearance. 
The next day we paid vifits to feveral of 
our director's friends j for he was to de- 
part from thence in about a months time, 
and return no more. There he took 
leave of the principal Armenian merchants, 
of the patriarch, and molt of the gentle- 
men there who were natives of (n) Europe. 
We had near fifty of thefe vifits to make, 
which took us up three whole days j for 
go where you will, you are treated with 
conferves, and all manner of the mod 
pleafing fweet-meats, which are brought 
you in little pretty wooden boxes, very 
elegantly painted, and embellithed with 
all kinds of flowers, of which the Perfians 
in. general have been at all times exceed- 
ingly fond. After that you have incenfe 
and rofe-water brought you, with which 
they perfume the whole room. They 
take efpccial care moreover, to furnilh you 
with a callion to fmoke with, coffee, 
bedmus, as they call it, and divers other 
pleafant, hot liquors; and after dinner is 
over, you are entertained with plenty of 
fruits, and fuch other dainties as the fea- 
fon affords. As for the Chriftians there, 
they bring you out their brandy, and other 
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ftrong liquors in the morning, and wine 
in plenty of various kinds in the after- 
noon. Infomuch that, one vifit only 
muff of neceflity take up at leaft an 
hour. 

Having paid all our vifits in form, we 
returned to Ifpahan, where we were in- 
formed, that an envoy, or embaffnJor from 
the Grand Vifier of the Ottoman Port 
was arrived the day before, hut, as it were 
incog, not having above half a dozen 
domeffics in his retinue: that it was con- 
jectured, the principal part of his errand 
was to demand of his majeffy, a free p,if- 
fage for the march of fomeTurkifh forces 
which the Grand Signior was determined 
to fend into ( o ) Georgia, where the inha- 
bitants, for feveral years then luff paft, had 
peremptorily rcfgfed to pay thecuflomaiy 
fubfidies, which the natives of that country 
are indifpenfably obliged to remit to the 
Port. The Grand Signior, has frequently 
fei^t a number of Turkilh forces on that 
occafion ; but they have met with no finall 
obflruCtions from the Georgians, in feme 
particular defiles and narrow pafles, where 
they knew perfectly well that they fhould 
meet them. Thefe the Turks diffingnifli 
by the name of Baffa-’tjocgs, that is to fay, 
bare-heads ; becaufe they wear nothing to 
cover their heads but a fmall cap which is 
open at the crown, through which they 
thru ft fome treffes of their hair in order to 
keep it on as tight as may be. They di- 
ftinguifh by the fame appellation likewife, 
all the country which they inhabit, that is 
to lay, all the lands that are fituate between 
Turkey and Gurgiftan. 


Qccaftonal Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Peifia, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

( b ) Armenia, fee p. 298. n.£. 

( c ) Julfa, or Julpha, fee p. 262. n. x. 

(d) Port (Ottoman) fee p. 1 96. n.£. 

(e) Mecca, fee p. 242. n. 0. 

(f) Medina Talmabi, eaft long. 40. 35. lat. 


24. 30. a city of Arabia Dcferta, fituate 200 
miles north-weft of Mecca, called the city of 
the Prophet. For here Mahomet was received, 
and protected by the inhabitants, when he was 
driven from Mecca ; and here he was firft in- 
veiled with regal power; and here is a magni- 
ficent mofeh, or temple, in which is Mahomet’s 
tomb, furrounded by afilvergrate, or palifade ; 
but the ftory of his coffin being hung up to the 
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1704 roof by a loadftone is a vulgar error. On 
'o'vsi Mahomet’s flight from Mecca to this city, 
the Mahometan iEra commences, viz. the 16th 
of July A. D. 622. 

(g) Arabia Deferta, fee p. 203. n. a , 

(b) Turky, fee p. 20 j. n. e. 

( i ) Holland, fee p. 7 6. n. c. 
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(k) Ifpahan, or Spahawn, fee p. 109. n. m. 

(l) Italy, fee p. 210. n. m. 

(m) India (PioperJ feep. 213. n. d. 

( n ) Europe, feep. 127. n. dJ. 

{e) Georgia, in Afla, fee p. 107. n d. 


CHAP. XLIV. 

A fuccinSl Account of the Paintings in Perfia. The Cujloms oh - 
ferved there , in regard to Births , Marriages , Deaths , and Burials. 
The current Coins of the Country. A vafl Confumplion of Sugar in the 
City of Ifpahan only. 


I Had fomc thoughts of amufing my 
readers in this chapter with a fhort view 
of the religion as by law eftablifhed in^r?) 
Perfia ; but upon mature confideration, as 
divers travellers have expatiated before me 
on that topic, I imagined the attempt would 
be needlefs, if not impertinent ; fince it 
could only be a repetition of what is al- 
ready univerfally known. I {hall content 
my felf therefore with this one tranfient 
obfervation thereon ; namely, that it bears 
a very near affinity to the religion profefled 
all over (6) Turky; with this remarkable 
exception, that the Turks look on all 
kinds of paintings as abominations ; and 
the Perfians, on the other hand, are paf- 
fionately fond of them, and deem thofe, 
which are judicioufly executed, very valu- 
able furniture for their parlours, or halls ; 
efpecially fuch as reprefent fine horfes, 
hunting matches, all kinds of birds and 
beafts ; or a great variety of the choiceft 
flowers ; and with thefc (as we have hinted 
before) they cmbellifh the walls of almoft 
every apartment they are pofleft of. 
re.ihn Nay, they have profefled painters among 
them ; and there were two great maffers 
of that art, in his majeffy’s fcrvice, whilft I 
was refident at (c) Ifpahan. My curiofity 
led me to pay one of them a vifit ; who re- 
ceived me very courteoufly ; and upon a 


critical review of his various performances, 

I found he was a greater proficient, than I 
thought he was. His operations, indeed, 
confifted chiefly of birds in diflemper j that 
is to fay, his colours were mixed with 
fome glewy fubftances, only, and not 
with oil : however, they were elegantly 
neat. • 

It is true, he had very little knowledge 
of what wc call lights and fhades; but Thfil!r "' 

0 tanco of 

then the Perfians in general have no idea lights and 
at all of them ; from whence it naturally 
follows, that their molt accurate paintings 
arc imperfed. 

This gentleman, whilft I was with him, 
was very bufy in copying, for the ule of 
his majefty, a book of the moft curious 
flowers, which had been printed in (d) 

Holland ; and as to the colouring of them, 

I perceived that he was indebted to the 
judgment of an ecclefiaftic, who had for- 
merly been a praditioner in (e) Italy: 
and it muff: be allowed that no country i'T 
can boaft of finer colours than the Per- kt " y “ r '’ 
fians. I perceived, that he was poflefted of 
a fmall quantity of lake, that had been 
brought from Holland. The Perfians 
make ultramarine thcmfelves; and it is 
doubtlefs, the fineft blue that can poflibly 
be purchafed j for they have the ftone in 
their own country, or at leaft they are 



1704 

w**v*w 


Their book# 
neatly 
bound, and 
accurately 
embellished 


The Per- 
fianj avari* 
tious to ex- 
cels, 


The adven- 
ture of a 
Ccrman 
painter, 


CORNELIUS LE BRUN. 


plied with it, by the painters of ( f) Arme- 
nia. There are fome painters in Perfia, 
who make it their principal employ to 
ftain canes with a particular gum, which 
ftrikes the eye well, and has a very pretty 
effedl ; and to embellilh their ftandilhes, 
which are made in the form of boxes, 
whereon they draw a great variety of 
beads, birds, and flowers ; or elfe fuch o- 
ther ornaments, as their fancy diredts, 
and then paint them with the utmoft 
neatnefs. 

Perfons of diftindtion there, likewife 
have all their valuable books very elegant- 
ly bound, and embellilhed with a great 
variety of figures ; fomc of men and women 
in various dreffes, others of birds, beads, 
filh and flowers of all forts in miniature ; 
and each in the fineft colours that can 
poffibly be conceived. They have fome 
books, indeed, that abound with immodeft 
pidtures, and are fit only to be viewed by 
the ladies of the Haram, or feraglio, of 
which they are extremely fond ; for fuch 
as are immenfely rich amongft them, arc 
apt to indulge themfelves in every lawlefs 
pleafure, without controul. I met with 
one„of thefe lufeious pofture-books, in a 
vifit I paid, not long before my departure 
from Ifpahan, to a grandee, and a great 
favourite at court j the drawings, however, 
were very heavy, and artlefs, and had no- 
thing to recommend them, but their 
obfeenity, and their various embellilhments 
in gold and filver, and the moft lively 
colours. 

Though the Perfians arc highly delighted 
with rich trifles of this immodeft ftamp j 
yet they are fo naturally avaritious, that 
even their minifters of ftate, would feru- 
ple to purchafe fuch a toy, and are feldom 
poflfelftflof them, unlefs they get them into 
their hands as a bribe for fome expedted 
favour. 

A little before my arrival at Ifpahan, 
there came an able and experienced painter 
to court from {g) Germany. As this 
European artifl: had refided for feveral years 
at ( h ) Rome, where he had all the oppor- 
tunities that could be defired for ftudying 
the works of the moft celebrated Italian 


mafters, he was employed to paint fome 
curious hiftory- piece, but what the fubjedt 
in particular was, indeed, I cannot at pre- 
fent recoiled!. The pidture, however, at 
laft, was univerfally approved of, both by 
his majefty, and the connoifleurs at court, 
and expofed accordingly to public view in 
the palace, as a finiflied piece. But neither 
his majefty, nor any one of the admirers 
of this moft excellent performance, ever 
thought of the operator, or made him the 
compliment of the leaft trifle for the ini- 
menfc pains he took in the completion of it. 
And, indeed, that artifl, be bis profclTion 
what it will, or the place of his nativity 
where it will, that travels into Perfia, with 
a view of railing his fortune by bis Ikili in 
any particular fcience whatfoever, will find 
his expeditions molt fliamcfully baulked, 
and be foon convinced to his coft, that he 
had entertained a too favourable opinion of 
the natives of the country. 

The fciences, in flhort, arc there either 
egregioufly negledted, or abfolutely un- 
known ; and there are but very few in- 
ftances to be produced, where the Perlian 
monarchs have had either any tafte for 
them, themfelves, or the leaft generolity 
or inclination to encourage thofe that have. 
Generolity, in a word, is an abfolute ftran- 
gcr in Perfia. 

In the year 1652, we had a glaring in- 
ftance of this royal wcaknefs, in refpedt to 
one Mr. Cuneus, who was a counfellor in 
ordinary, in the lervice of the Dutch Eaft- 
India Company, who fent him to the Per- 
fian court in order to negotiate an affair 
there of the laft importance. Amongft 0- 
ther prefents, which they fent by him to 
the then Perfian king ; there was one very 
valuable pidture, in wbich were reprefented 
a great number of warriors, or Heroes, all 
properly equipped, on horfe-back. As 
the Perfians are extravagantly fond of fine 
horfes, the company naturally imagined, 
that this pidture of theirs would meet with 
a very favourable reception at court ; but 
his majefty, inftead of accepting it as a 
rich and valuable prefent, afleed, with 
coldnefs and indifference, what was the 
purchafe of it. Mr. Cuneus, the agent, 
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I7°4 imagining it would be improper to fat a 
price upon it equal to its intrinfic value, 
appraifed it (if we may be allowed the ex- 
predion) far beneath its worth 5 where- 
upon his majedy determined to have it, 
and gave him his own price. 

To thefe two in (lances feveral others 
of the like kind might with eafe be pro- 
duced ; but we (hall referve them to ano- 
ther opportunity, and at prefent (hall 
treat of their cudoms, with refped: 
to their births, marriages, deaths and 
burials. 

, As foon as a child (whether male or 
female) is about four days old, they fend 
for one of their ecclefiadics, to whom the 
parents declare the name they have de- 
termined to give him ; and then the pried, 
with abundance of folcmnity, blows it 
three times fucceflively into the infant’s ear; 
and then, after the performance, of a cere- 
mony or two more, the folemnity is over, 
and the parents devote the remainder of 
the day to innocent mirth, and the 
entertainment of their friends on the joyful 
occafion. 

It is not cudomary amongd the Per- 
fians to circumcife their children till they 
are about feven or eight years of age j and 
fometimes older, according to the humour 
or caprice of the parents, and never on the 
eighth day, as is the general cudom a- 
mongd the Jews. After the operation, 
thus long deferred, they entertain their 
friends in the mod elegant manner, in pro- 
portion to their fubdance ; and teflify all 
the outward joy imaginable on fo happy 
an occafion of having a child of theirs ad- 
mitted a member of their Modems, that 
is to fay, of their true believers, according 
to the law of their great prophet Moham- 
med, as it dands recorded in their Koran, 
or as it is otherwife called their Al- 
Koran. 

As to the cudoms obferved at their wed- 
dings ; when a a man is inclined to take a 
wife, he never makes his applications to 
his midrefs, the object of his willies, but to 
her parents, or relations : and when the 
terms are fettled and adjuded, they fend for 
oue of their ecclefiadics ; who a(ks the in- 
tended bridegroom, whether he will take 
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the woman to be his wife? To which, 1704 
when he has anfwered in the affirmative, 
he then turns to the intended bride, and 
propofes the fame quedion to her ; and 
when (he has anfwered yes, as the former 
had } the parfon, or ecclefiadic, immedi- 
ately fits down, and draws up the mar- 
riage-articles himfelf; fqr the Perfians 
have no notary-publics ; by virtue ot which 
fettlement, the bridegroom afligns over a 
certain fum of money to proper trudecs 
for the ufe of his wife, who, by this mar- 
riage, contraft, when duly figned by her 
hulband, dands forever legally poddTcd of 
this dower } even tho‘ her hufband (hould, 
in procefs of time, think proper to leave 
her ; an indulgence that the cudom ot the 
country on occafion admits of : and in cafe 
of his deceafe, his heirs arc indilpenfahly 
obliged to pay the fum agreed on, together 
with one eighth of his perfonal edate. 
moreover, in cafe the woman (hould die 
fird, and leave any iflue behind her, the 
hudnnd, provided he thinks proper to 
marry again, and has id'ue by that fecond 
venter, is obliged to give the fird wife’s 
children their mother’s dower, and an e- 
qnal proportion of his own fubdance, 
which is to be divided amongd them all, 

(hare and (hare alike. 

When a Chridian, or any other perfon, 
who is not of the Perfian perfuafion, be- 
comes a profelyte, and embraces the arti- 
cles of their faith, he inherits not only all 
the fortune which his father dood pof- 
fefied of, but that of all his relations too, 
exclufive of all others, who have not pro- 
ved apodates like himfelf. And if it 
(hould happen, that two Chridians diould 
renounce their own religion, and embrace 
the Perfian faith, at one and the fame 
time, the next heir of the two enjoyt alone 
the fortune of his Chridian relations who 
die unconverted. 

The Perfians, by their law, may take 
as many concubines as they pleafe, or at cubmes. 
lead, as many as they can keep; and when- 
ever they think proper to difinifs any one 
of them, the female thus difeharged, mud 
have no commerce (according to their law) 
with any other man, till after the expi- 
ration of forty days ; for fear (lie (hould 

prove 
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prove with child. As for the reft, all the 
children of fuch concubines are looked 
upon as legitimate iftue, and by confe- 
quence, arc legally entitulcd to a propor- 
tionate fhare of the father’s fubftance with 
the other children. 

When the parents of a maiden give her 
away in marriage, they beftow on her fuch 
a portion as they think moft proper and 
convenient j and the daughter engages her- 
felf, by a writing drawn up for that par- 
ticular purpofe, to lay no claim from 
thenceforward to any effedls that they (hall 
happen to leave behind them, whereof (he 
acknowledges (he has received her part or 
Iharej and thereby difclaims all light or 
title to any fhare with her brothers or fif- 
ters in what is to be their foie property 
hereafter. 

When this portion is paid to the bride- 
groom, all her cloaths in general, and as 
much of her other effeds as conveniently 
may be, are put upon horfes, and the re- 
mainder is conveyed from her parents 
houfe by proper perfons employed for that 
purpofe j who carry along with them, 
likewife, a large quantity of conferves, and 
other dainties. This ceremony, may, with 
propriety enough, be termed a procefiion, 
which is more or lefs pompous and mag- 
nificent, according to the rank and dif- 
tindion of the parties concerned ; and is al- 
ways accompanied by a band of mufic, be 
the hands more or lefs. This ceremony 
however, is not performed till fome few 
days after the nuptials have been con- 
fummated ; and, on this joyful occafion, a 
proper apartment in the hufband’s houfe is 
firft pitched upon, and elegantly illumi- 
nated, as the procefiion is always made 
when the night is far fpent. The 
men enter this apartment firft, and 
the women follow them in due form. 

Their grandees likewife provide thetn- 
felves with wives, who are for the moft 
part, waited on by the hufband’s concu- 
bines ; and thele wives are honoured with 
the title of Khanas, which bears a very 
near affinity to that of Khan, afiiimed by 
their conforts. At their meals,* they fit 
at table by themfelves, and arc waited on 
as others cuftomarily are, by their hufband’s 
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concubines. 

The children of both, however, are e- 
qually legitimate, and are equal partakers 
in their lather s fortune ; and whenever it 
happens that one of thde concubines is 
ftfely delivered of a child, whether male 
or female, it is very obfcrvable, that the 
lawful wife is over-joyed on that happy oc- 
oafion, in confideratinn that her conforms 
honour is greatly advanced by that pro- 
duction, who, when he has an inclination 
to favour her with his cotnpmy, in the firft 
place, fends one of his eunuchs to her ai- 
partment, for each lias a feparatc one, with 
exprefs orders for her to bathe and puiify 
herfelf, which orders fhc very readily and 
punctually obeys, and then drcfics herfelf 
to the heft advantage for the reception of 
her lord. Thefe concubines eat in com- 
mon together ; but no other company is 
admitted to join them. 

The king takes to himfelf as many wives 
as he thinks proper j and makes his choice 
of them, for the mo/ f part, out of the 
maidens who are natives either of (/) 

Georgia or (k) Armenia, or fuch other 
Chriflian maidens as he approves of moft. 

There is a perfedt equality between all thele 
royal conforts - y and the firft fon that is 
born of either of them is immediate heir to 
the crown, without the leaf! regard to the 
happy lady who is his mother : nor does 
this important circumftance give her 
the leaft preeminence over the other con- 
forts. 

Whenever this prince takes the leaf! dif- 
guft to any one of his royal conforts, and 
it is his will and pleafurc to turn her out of 
the feraglio; in cafe flic has had no child 
by him, he marries her to whomfoever he 
fees convenient, and frequently to fome 
private perfon of no rank or quality at 
alk 

I {hall now proceed to the cuftoms 
which are obferved by the Perfruis at their The fune „ 
refpe&ive deaths, and the days of their 
interment. 

In about three or four hours after the 
deceafe, either of a man or woman, a 
Mola, as they call their cccleiiaflics, is lent 
for, who runs through a certain number of 
prayers, and performs foine other offices of 
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*7®4. his bofy function ; and immediately *fler- 
wards the body of the deceafed is put into 
a coffin, which is carried away direftly to 
the wa(hing-place, which (lands always in 
an Out-houfe, let apart for that particular 
purpofe, in order to be there wafhed and 
purified : the bearers are for the mod part 
common porters ; and thefe are preceded by 
fingers, and others with (laves in their 
hands, as alfo rods and dreamers i the re- 
lations follow the dead coarfe, and as they 
move folemnly along, they rend their vcd* 
ments, tear their hair, beat their breads, 
and aft the parts of perfons in defpair. 
The remains of fuch as were perfons of 
high rank and didinftion, are furrounded 
by feveral of their ecclefiadics, and others, 
who are hired to bawl out their doleful 
dirges. The friends, likewife, that attend 
them make mod piteous lamentations; but 
thefe outward marks, or tedimonies of the 
deeped forrow, are too frequently infincere, 
and more the effefts of cudom, than any 
real forrow that affefts them to fuch a 
violent degree. Neither the friends, nor 
relations change their ufual dreffes, on 
thefe melancholy occafions, except thofe 
who precede the corpfe j and fome few o- 
thers, who (lap down one end of the pleats, 
or folds of their turbants. As to the red 
they do not move regularly two by two, 
but promifeuoufly, without the obfervance 
of the lead order or decorum. 

After they have been at the wafliing- 
place, and have purified the body to their 
fatisfaftion, they make ufe of fome cotton, 
with which they dop up all apertures, fuch 
as the cars, the nodrils, and the mouth. 
All the difference that is obferved in the 
interment of a man from a woman is only 
this j namely, if the perfon deceafed be a 
man, the body is wa(hed in form by his 
own fex ; and if a woman, by her’s ; and 
they are carried dircftly from the wafhing 
place to the grave by the perfons only who 
attended at their ablution; at the grave, in- 
deed, there is a kind of funeral fervice, and 
fome other petty ceremonies confequent 
thereupon. After this the remains of the 
deceafed are wrapped up in a winding- 
(heet, and committed to the earth, taking 


particular care, at the (amatime, that the 1704 
body reds on its left-fide, with the head wvw 
direftly to the ead and the feet to the 
wed, and with the face always turned to- 
wards the fepulchre, or tomb of their 
great prophet Mohammed. After thefe 
precautions, they ereft a vault of earth, or 
clay over the body, and fill up the grave, 
on which they place a head-done, or ereft 
a monument, and very often a dome over 
it, in cafe the deceafed was a perfon of high 
birth and didinftion. 

Sometimes his majedy himfelf will 
honour their remains with a royal fepul- 
chre, which is afterwards looked upon as 
facred, and from thenceforth approached 
with a peculiar veneration. Some of 
thefe fepulchral monuments are erefted in 
the form ofa temple, with fine azure domes 
over them, which arc all glazed, and have 
a charming effeft. 

As to thePerfian money, the greated Th«p w . 
part of their current filver coin, is that, 
which they call their Haffaen-denaire, 
that is to fay, a piece of the value of ten 
Mamoedjies, that is to fay, of eight-pence, 

German money. They have likewife a 
coin, called by them Daezajies, or a piece 
of the value only of five of their Mamo- 
edjies; another called Paenzajie, of half the 
value only of the former ; they have dill 
fmaller pieces, calledtheir Abbaftries, the 
value whereof is no more than of two Ma- 
moedjies ; and others again of one, where- 
of there are two forts, which were coined 
by his prefent majefty’s predcccffors ; and 
thefe they call Mamoedjics-havicfe ; there 
is great plenty of this lad-mentioned coin 
all over the country, becaufe there are no 
merchants, who think it worth their while 
either to carry, or fend it into foreign parts. 

It is current, in (hort, over all his majedy’s 
dominions, for foreign commodities as well 
as their own manufaftures, nor is any 0- 
ther indeed made ufe of. They have, 
moreover, a coin, which they call their 
Zaejus, that is one moiety or half part only 
of a Mamoedjic. His majedy caufes but 
very few, if any, to be coined of the two 
fird kind^bove-mentioned, and then only 
for the fervice of the poor, and that only 

at 
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1704 at fome certain times of the year. Thefe 
laft arc likewife fo very fcarce, that they 
are feldom to be feen any where, but in 
the hands of the curious ; becaufe there is 
fome trivial difference in their value and 
weight from the Mamocdjies, and the 
Zaejics, which arc coined at prefent. The 
true rcafon whereof is this } namely, that 
thefe three laft coins were reduced to a juft 
ftandard in the years 1684 and 1685. 
The officers of the mint, however, have 
diminiffied the value of them, cut of their 
infatiable thirft after riches, to which the 
indolence and neglett of the government 
contributed not a little. Nor had the 
grievance been ever remedied at all, if the 
people, who murmured at it, had not 
made their complaints to the miniffers at 
court, who, in order to make them eafy, 
and prevent any public tumults, broke 
fcveral of thofe officers, and fubAituted 0- 
thers in their room, who rectified what 
had been done amifs by their predcceffors; 
nor can this ftep be wondered at, Cnee 
they were difeharged, without any 
punifhment annexed, for their mifdcmea- 
nors. Thefe coins are not current at all 
in the.way of trade, in which nothing will 
pafs but their Mamoedjies-havaife, a coin 
that was (lampt under the antient kings. 
As this is the cafe, the merchants look out 
for them as diligently as poffible, and will 
fometimes give one, two, or three ; nay 
fometimes even fix per cent, for them 
beyond their intrinfic value ; infomuch 
that, they carry on a prodigious trade with 
this coin, which is hoarded up by the 
tradefmen, as foon as ever it appears in pub- 
lic, who lend it away diredtly to (l) Surat, 
where they find it turns to a much 


better account than if they purchafed 
ducats. 

The Pcrfians have likewife two forts 
of copper coin, the largcA whereof, and 
that which is one tenth part of a M,i_ 
moedjie is round j the fmallcr, which is 
long, is worth no more than the twenty 
fifth part of a Mamocdjie. 

There is but very little gold coin, if 
any, to be met with throughout all 
Pcrfia. 1 have feen, however, fome 
ducats there, but then they arc very fcarce 
and very light. 

All the wares or commodities that are 
brought from (m) Cotnion, or Gombron, 
and the money font thither by bills of 
exchange, are negotiated by Banians, or 
Indian brokers, and the money is car- 
ried to the (n) Eurt- Indies all in ducats. 

The king of Pcrfia is, by contract, 0- 
bligcd to deliver every year to our Dutch 
Ea A- India company, one hundred bales of 
filk ; each bale to contain four hundred 
and eight pounds, Dutch weight ; a- 
mounting in the whole to four thouland 
eight hundred weight. 

And the company, by way of return, 
fend no lei's than twelve hundred chcAs of 
fugar to Ifpahan ; each cheft containing 
one hundred and fifty pounds weight, 
in the whole eighteen hundred thou- 
fand pounds weight; all which is con- 
fumed in that la A -mentioned city only. 

As foon as the over-leer and other infe- 
rior officers have received the aforelkid 
filk, they fort it, and make it up in Idler 
bales, which they fend to Gomron be- 
fore-mentioned upon horfes; and from 
thence fhip it off to (0) Batavia. 


Occafiojial Remarks on the precedbig Chapter. 


(a) Perfia, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

(£) Turky, fee p. 203. n. e. 

( c ) Ifpahan, fee p. 109. n. m. 

(d) Holland, fee p. 76. n. c. 

( e ) Italy, fee p. 210. n. m. 


( f ) Armenia, fee p. 19b’. n.^, 

(g) Germany, feep. 204. n ,g. 

( b ) Rome, fee p. 108. n. c f. 

(i) Georgia, in Alia, fee p. 107. n. d. 
(k) Armenia, fee p. 198. n.g. 
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1704 (l) Surat, cart long. 72. ao. !at. 21. 3 o. a 

city, and port town of the hither India, in Afia, 
in the province of Guzurat, or Cambaya, 
fituate on the river Tapte, ten miles eaft of the 
Indian Sea, 160 miles north of Bombay, and as 
many fouth of Cambaya City, being defended 
only by a flight wall, and fome antique forts, 
and is about three miles in circumference, but 
very populous, and vaftly rich. TheEnglifh, 
French and Dutch have their factors here, and 
trade very largely : but the Moors, Armenians, 
Banians, Arabs, and Jews, are much greater 
merchants. The Englilh prelident lives in the 
Hate of a prince •, has IiiS coaches, palanquins, 
and Icd-horfes, richly equipped ; and when he 
goes abroad has his guards, and a numerous 
retinue ; the Europeans finding it neceflary for 
their officers and fervants to make a grand ap- 
pearance among the eaftern people. The pre- 
fidcnt is ufually governor of Bombay, and of 
all the Englifh fettlements upon the wellern 
coafts of India, and has almoft as much refpeCt 
paid him as the governor of Surat. 

The Mogul gives his trading fubjefts all ima- 
ginable encouragement, as well as thole foreign 
merchants who refort to his ports, tho’ liabean 
abfolute prince ; but the Dutch are bcft ufed, 
and pay the lcaftcuftoms-, for, if his officers de- 
mand more than they think fit to pay, they 
have a fleet of men of war in India, with which 


they block up his poits, and compel the go- 1704 
vernment to fubmit to their terms. 

(tn) Gomron, or Gombron, fee p. 262. 
n. w. 

(n) India (proper) fee p. 213. n. d. 

(0) Batavia, eaft longitude io 5 . fouth latitude 
6. the capital of all the Dutch colonies and 
fettlements in India, and an excellent harbour, 
fituate on the north call part of the ifland of 
Java, fotith-eaft of the ifland of Sumatra, and 
fouth weft of Borneo. It is a moft beautiful 
city, built with white (tone; and canals, planted 
with ever-grecns, run through their principal 
Artels. The inhabitants are a mixture of 
many nations, whom the Dutch have removed 
from other oriental ifland?, and a large colony 
of the Chincl'e , many thoufands of whom 
were lately maflacrcd, and their wealth fazed 
by the Dutch, who are fb powerful both in fliips 
of war and land forces at Batavia, that they 
command all the Indian Seas, and put what 
terms they pleafe upon the powers of Afia, 
whofc countries lie in thofe fcas, and on the 
European merchants that traffic thither, 
which is evident from their monopolizing all 
the fine fpices in the call. 
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A port Defcription of fome of the moft remarkable Birds in ( a) Pcrfia ; 
as alfo of fome of its various Productions, namely , its Trees, Fruits , 
Plants, and Flowers ; with the current Price of its Provifions, of 
which there is Plenty concluding with a fuccinSl Account of a particu- 
lar Drug there , or Kind of Gum, diftinguiftml by the name of 
Mummy, which is very valuable, and unknown to many even of the 
Natives themfelves. 


H AVING expatiated as far as I 
thought proper on the various cuf- 
toms peculiar to this country in the pre- 
ceding chapter; I fliall proceed in this to 
entertain the reader with a fuccinft ac- 
count of its various productions ; and ac- 
cordingly, I fliall begin with a defcription 
r of thofe particular birds of which. I have 

given diltindt reprefentations in plate 
■ i' 


(No 9 1 ) hereto annexed. pi. ?». 

That which is diflinguifhed by the Thcanjo- 
capital (A) is bv the natives called the ert ’ 
angoert, of which I have made fome men- 
tion before in the courfe of my travels: 
as I painted this, however, from the life, 

I found upon examination, a material dif- 
ference in this from thofe before treated of ; 
for this had a black collar about the neck 

of 
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Their turtle 
dove. 


PI. 92. 


of it j and its wings were greener than 
any of the fpccies I ever faw before. 

Thofe birds which are marked with a 
capital ( B) are turtle-doves, which, like the 
former, have a black ring, or circle round 
their necks, and for that reafon are called 
by the natives, Fargter-toog-begerde, that 
is to fay, turtle-doves with black collars 
about their necks. Thofe again dif- 
ftinguifhed by the letter (C) are called 
Amply Fargters; and that marked (D) 
is diftinguifhed by the name of Chaeg-febs, 
that is to lay, the green crow. Thofe 
which we havediftinguilhed by the capital 

(E) are called by the natives Gonsjes- 
zerde, which feldom make their appear- 
ance till the coin begins to (hoot up ; then 
they build their nefts in it, and when the 
harveft draws near at hand, they withdraw 
to loine more commodious fituation, by 
natural indindt. Of thefe lad, there 
are no lefs than four or live different 
forts. 

In the Plate (No. 92) hereto annexed 
the bird that I have diftinguilhed by the 
capital (A) is a fpotted turtle-dove ; and 
has flreaks both of black and white about 
its peck: this bird refides, for the mod part, 
in the mountains. 

That diflinguifhed by the capital (B) is 
called an Alla-fargter, that is to fay, a green 
turtle. The mark (C) points out a bird 
that is fpotted with black and white, and 
called there Mahi-gieeck, that is to fay, 
the fiflier ; and their reafon for that dif- 
tinftion is this ; becaufe it never abandons, 
or flies from the banks of the rivers, or 
lakes, as that called the gull very fre- 
quently does. The capital (D) points out 
two other Mahi-gieccks, which are but 
fmall birds, and are blue and green on the 
beak ; the feathers on their breads are of 
an orange colour, and bear their name ; 
becaufe they are feldom, if ever to be met 
with, but on fuch trees as grow by the 
water fide. The body of the bird, dif- 
tinguifhed by the letter (E) is of a lively 
green, but its neck is yellow. The capital 

(F) (hews a bird that is black and grey, 
intermixt with white, and fpotted with 
yellow. It is called the Dregtken, that 
js to fay, the wood-pecker j becaufe it 


keeps forever pecking at the tree whereon 
it perches; and (trikes it, ,u the lame time, 
with Inch (nice, tint the luiind thereof 
may be dillindly heard at a conliderablc 
dillance. That bird which is dillingniihod 
by the letter (G) is marbled both before 
and behind; bat bis bicatl is dreaked with 
white and grey. This is call .1 the iUnr- 
je-inlhir, or the Becco-fico, : nd debghts 
in being warm. Its note is cv vedingiy 
fwcet ; and when killed and died, it is a 
very lufcious model, but then it is very 
feldom to be met with. 

In the Plate (No 93) hereto annexed is 
delineated the bird called the B-.ki.r- 
Kara. This, however, is uni ve rf illy known 
all over ( b ) Turky; and is frequently met 
with in the ill-xml of (c) Cyprus. Ti ls 
bird is fomewhat larger thin a partridge; 
its flefli too, when drefl, is much whiter, 
ami the t.ifle of’ it is lat more delicious. As 
to the relh, the back of it is patti-coloured ; 
its bread is white and grey ; and its neck 
is ftreaked ; as may plainly be perceived 
by the Plate (No. 94) hereto annexed. 
The two birds which are delineated in 
Plate (No. 95) are called Bolbol ; and 
the notes of both arc fo fweet, that the 
nightingale herfelf fcarccly excels them, 
They were drawn from the life ; their 
heads were black and white ; but the red 
of their feathers are grey, excepting thofe 
on the belly, which are yellow, and the tip 
of the tail which is white. 

We dull proceed, in the next place, to 
give our readers a (hurt dolrription of Inch 
trees, fruits, plants and flow e is, as are in 
thefe parts, woitli the attention of the cu- 
rious. 

And among all their trees, that of the 
fena, which is unknown in any other 
country, is of the highefl dleem. The 
natives of (<l) Ifpahan will allure you, 
that the very fit'll which was ever bt ought 
thither, came from a place called Ice/il, 
which is fituate about feven or eight days 
journey from that city. Some of thefe 
truly valuable trees are twenty, and others 
again five and twenty palms in circum- 
ference ; more particularly thole that ate 
{landing in the Chiaer-baeg; there are 
fome few again, however, which 1 have 
• met 
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met with by accident, that have exceed- 
ed even the lad dimcnlions. For the ge- 
nerality they rife to the height of between 
forty and fifty feet, and ftand as cre<ft as 
the mad of any {hip, with no branches, 
fume few at the very top only excepted. 
The bark of this tree is of a bright grey 
colour ; and its leaves are cxa&ly like thofc 
delineated in the plate (96) hereto an- 
nexed. The carpenters here make gates, 
doors, and window-fhutters, withtheplanks 
of it ; the infidc is marbled with yellow, 
and is in high repute all over the country. 
A finglc tree of the larged dimenfions is 
worth an hundred rixdollars, at lead, if not 
more. 

The pidachio nut-tree is likewife of a 
large bulk. It has a fine head, and a- 
bounds with fruit. The leaves of it bear 
a near rclemblance to thofe of the laurel ; 
with this difference only, that they are lar- 
ger, and fomewhat rounder. In Plate 
(No. 07.) is delineated a branch of it 
which is difUnguilhcd by the letter (A). 
Its bark is of a mixed colour; when in its 
full vigour, ’tis red and yellow ; but be- 
fore it conies to maturity, it is yellow mix- 
ed with a lively green. As to the leaves 
thereof, they are yellow and red. Of the 
nut- (hell arc made comfits, which are 
highly edeemed here ; and as to the ker- 
nels, they are gathered frequently before 
they are near ripe, and pickled, much af- 
ter the fame manner as the Dutch do 
green cucumbers in (e) Holland. In the 
mountains there are fcveral of thefe trees 
to be met with ; but then the nuts which 
they produce are very finall. From the 
bodies, or branches of thefe trees, when 
wounded, flows a kind of gum, which the 
inhabitants take care to catch in a clay- 
cup, which they keep for that particular 
purpole. This gum has the cxa<d fmell 
of terebinth, or turpentine, and is of much 
the fame colour. This is carefully col- 
lected in the month of Auguit, and after- 
wards put up in little leathern bags for 
public file. This gum is looked Upon as 
a mofl excellent ointment. 

The third tree, mod in vogue here, is 
what the natives call the Semacg. This 
bears a near refetnblance to the alder-tree, 


with this difference only, that the leaves 
thereof are fomewhat (hotter, and are 
more fibrous. Add to this, that they are 
pointed in their roundnefs. I have dif- 
tinguifhed the fruit of this tree by the let- 
ter (B) which refembles, in fome mcafure, 
the tail of a cat, and is full of fmall ex- 
crefccnces. As to the tadc of it, ’tis as 
four as verjuice. The cooks there make 
ufe of it in their fauces; and when it is 
dry, it is frequently pounded to powder, 
and eaten with road-meat. Their Apo- 
thecaries likewife make ufe of it, and 
mix it with rofe- water, in order to rinfe 
the mouth and gums ; for it is looked 
upon as an excellent prefervative againft 
the feurvy. 

The Perlians have, moreover, a fhrub, 
which they call Kakienet, or Akekinfhic, 
that riles only about two feet above the 
ground ; the branches whereof fhoot out 
fo far that they can fcarce fupport them- 
felves. Each branch bears a number of 
fruit (fome more, fome lefs) which rc- 
fembles a bell that is clofed in. As to its 
colour, it is both within and without of a 
deep red, like a Seville orange. The letter 
(C) points out a branch of it, laden with 
its fruit. This fruit is medicinal alfo, and 
when dry'ed is an excellent dyptic. The 
apothecaries make it up into fmall cakes, 
called Trocifchi-Alktkingi, which fome- 
times are converted into pills, by being 
previoudy boiled in water and turpentine 
mixt ; and then they are ufually fwal- 
lowed down by the patients in a glafs of 
wine. 

Their Annacb (as they call it) is a tree 
of tolerable growth ; the fruit whereof re- 
lembles the olive before it is ripe, but be- 
comes afterwards as red as a cherry. It 
has a very pleafant tade, notwithftand- 
irig it is made ufe of medicinally like the 
former. The letter (D) points out a 
branch of it ; and all the drawings were 
taken from nature. 

The principal fruits that arc to be met 
with in Perfia are almonds, pidachio- 
nuts, and peaches, of which lad: they have 
five or fix did’erent forts; fome large, 0- 
thers fmall ; fome whereof will part from 
their Hones, and fome again will not. 

Thole 
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Thofe that part with their ftones readily 
are called Sheft-aloe ; the others are dif- 

# # V 

tinguifhed ^>y the name of Hoe-loe ; fome 
of th«% arc covered with a blue like 
plumbs; others again are much like apri- 
cots; but the fmall ones are for the 
mod part of a yellowifh hue. 

They have ten or a dozen forts of 
their apricots ; each of which has a name 
peculiar to itfelf ; but in general they are 
called Zarda-loe. 

As to cherries, this country does not 
abound with them ; they have fome few, 
however, which are like thofe in (J) Spain; 
and the reft like black morellas ; the for- 
mer are diftinguifhed by the name of 
Giclas ; and the latter are called the Aloe- 
baloe. 

The Perfians have, however, apples in 
plenty of divers forts ; to which, in gene- 
ral, they give the name ofSien ; they have 
pears likewife ; and thofe too of various 
kinds ; and the Bergamot, amongft others, 
winter-pears, and fummer-pears ; fome of 
which are exceedingly large ; as are fome 
of their Bergamots juft mentioned which 
will keep good all the year round. 

They have plumbs likewife in abun- 
dance, and of thefe too four feveral forts 
and different colours ; namely, white, red, 
blue and yellow. They eat the white 
plumbs, before they are well half ripe 
with fait; but their blue ones are the 
very fame as the Brignoles in (g) 
France. 

They have quince-trees, moreover, of 
three different forts, the fruit whereof is 
exceedingly agreeable, and eaten as ap- 
ples or pears. Thefe the natives call their 
De-bee. They are for the moft part very 
large, and as proper for preferving, as to be 
eaten dire&ly from the tree. They have 
likewife walnuts and fmall nuts in abun- 
dance. 

They have plenty likewife of pome- 
granate-trees, the fruit whereof is very de- 
licious and refreftiing. Some of thefe trees, 
however, bear no fruit at all, and produce 
a large red flower only, not much unlike 
a poppy. Some of thefe trees have their 
leaves ftreaked with white, and make a 
beautiful appearance ; others again are per- 
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fciUy yellow. My curiofity induced me 
to paint feveral of them in thtir proper 
colours, as the reader will find them 
drawn in plate (98) And in plate (99) I 
have given him a reprefentation of a very 
pretty tree ; the branches whereof bend 
down to the very ground : This laft is cal- 
led the Biede-Makalagie, and the leaves 1 
of it, arc long, fine and thin. 

Their figs ate but fmall; and befides, 
they are all of one fort. 

As to their grapes, they have ten or a 
dozen forts of them’; which arc called, in 
general, their Angoer; notwithrtanding. 
each fort has a name peculiar to itfelf. 
As to their colours, fome forts are blue, 
others white; and as to their form or 
fhape, fome are long and others round. 
All of them, however, are very large. 
Some again arc very lufeious, and have 
ftones in them and others no ftone at all. 
Some forts have bunches the grapes where- 
of are of various fizes ; fome large and 
fomtf fmall, quite different from any I 
ever met with in my travels before. 
Great quantities of thefe are dried annu- 
ally, and then converted into comfits ; 
thus prepared they clofc them up in little 
earthen pots, and fend them to Batavia 
and the parts adjacent. 

The method they obferve in the potting 
them is this ; in the firft place they are 
very curious in their choice of the fined 
fruit; then they put them in a neat ftone- 
jar, and cover them with rofe leaves; after 
that, they cover the mouth of the pot 
with fubftantial paper, or thin leather, in 
fo clofe a manner, that no air can gain 
admiflion ; when they have proceeded thus 
far, they let them ftand untouched for 
fome days ; after which they break the neck 
of the jar, or veffel, and take away the 
rofe-lcaves ; and feparate the grapes ; 
which when fuffleientlydry, they put them 
into a frefh jar, and then fend them to fuch 
markets either far or near as they fee moft 
convenient. The rofe-leaves are fpread 
over them with no other view than to give 
them an agreeable flavour : but in the re- 
moval of them particular care is always 
taken that none are left behind, for fear 
they ftiould in time have a bad effect on 
• 4 M the 
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the fruit. At the fame time that they 
fend thefe their potted grapes away to 
foreign parts, they export their almonds 
and pifochio-nuts to the (/) Indies, from 
whence they receive fweet-meats and o- 
ther dainties in exchange. 

There is as great a profulion of plants 
_ and roots in Perfia, as there is of their 
fruits. 

They have no lefs than five and twenty 
different forts of melons ; they are called, 
indeed, Garbic-fa, in genial, notwith- 
ftanding each has a name peculiar to itfelf. 
They are all, however, excellent in their 
kind. Some are fo large, as to weigh 
twenty pounds apiece; which all the year 
round are kept up, in fuch cool and clofe 
places, but more efpecially in the fumrner- 
time, as that the rays of the fun can have 
no influence over them. And for that 
purpofe they take care to have a fuffkient 
quantity of fnow by them, which they 
have the art of condenfing into ice for the 
refrefhment of their wines. Thefe large 
melons are called Garbie-fai-belgience. 
The firft melons that make their appear- 
ance arc for the mod part perfectly white ; 
and though more wholefome than the reft 
yet they are but little regarded as they 
are unpalatable and infipid. 

They have plenty, moreover, of water- 
melons. There are no lefs than four or 
five forts of thefe ; fome white and others 
red ; the name by which they are diftin- 
guifhed is the Hindoen. 

They abound, likewife; with what they 
call their fmall citruls ; fome whereof are 
ftreaked with green and black, and ftrike 
the eye agreeably enough; others again are 
marbled with a variety of colours ; and are 
much of the fizc of a china orange. The 
reader will find that I have given him in 
the Plate ( ioo) hereto annexed, an exaCt 
reprefentation of this laft fruit j together 
with fome forts of their peaches; and ano- 
ther fruit in particular, which they call 
Chamama ; that is to fay, of the form of 
a woman’s bread ; and as to its colour of a 
lively red. I have preferved the ftone or 
feed of this fruit, and a bunch of thofe 
particular grapes, which I before hinted 


were uncommon, and not all on a 
fize, though on one and the fame 
folk. ; 

Perfia produces likewife, in greaj plenty, 
all forts of carrots, beet-roots, and parf- 
nips, radilhes, hotfe-radilh, turnips, topi- 
nambers, muflirooms, and colly-flowers of 
an extraordinary bulk ; fome whereof 
will weigh between twelve and fourteen 
pounds apiece ; they have lavoys alfo and 
afparagus, artichoaks, celery, leeks, onions, 
fhalots, water- crefies, dragon-wort, parfly, 
chervil, mint, coriander, annifeed, forrel, 
purflane, marjoram, fage, borage, cabbage- 
lcttice, and fuccory ; as alfo roman lettice, 
which has a long leaf, and is eaten by the 
Perfians, as apples, in the hand ; this root 
in particular is exceedingly fweet, and per- 
fectly agreeable to the tafte : neither is 
there the leaft want cither of rue or 
fpinage. 

I (hall now proceed to a fue.inCt ac- 
count of their flowers. This country pro- 
duces tulips and carnations in abundance ; 
but then they are not to be boafted of for 
their beauty. The Perfians have likewife 
their lillies, their tube-rofes, the narcifius, 
and feveral forts of jonquils; their hyacipth, 
the marvel of(k) Peru, the mallow, the 
fun-flower, the mufk-flower, violets and 
marigolds ; moft of which, as their own 
are but very indifferent, are brought to 
Perfia, from (/) Europe. They have 
moreover, the flowers of faffron, of all forts j 
tho’ the fineftcome from (in) Mafanderan. 
notwithftanding both white and red rofes 
are very common there ; yet they make 
large quantities of rofe water, which are 
fent away to India, and other foreign parts. 
Notwithftanding fuch exportation their 
homc-confumption of it is very confider- 
able ; for the Perfians are great admirers of 
perfumes ; and never fail to fprinkle their 
guefts, at any public entertainment with this 
fweet-fcented innocent liquids, as it leaves 
no ftain behind it. 

They have alfo two forts of jeflamine. 
The beft bears a near refcmblance to the 
fame flower in (n) Italy with refpedt to 
form ; but then there is a wide difference 
in point of fmell. The other is more com- 
mon, 
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J704 mon, and runs up fome trees to a great 
height ; but it feems to embrace the fena- 
tree with more affection than any other. 
Nothing can ftrike the eye in a more a- 
greeable manner. 

Aplenty.’ Befides all that has been hitherto men- 
tioned, Perfia abounds with *11 the necef- 
faries of life, and particularly with a great 
variety of poultry both wild and tame. 
There you may purchafe a fine fat hen for 
fix-pence, a pullet for four-pence, and a 
partridge for a (hilling. Of thefe indeed, 
fome are not much bigger than a quail, or 
a pigeon. A wild duck there may be 
bought for about feven-pence or eight- 
pence, and other fowl in proportion. 
Their capons are exceflively fat, and force; 
and indeed few purchafe them, unlefs they 
have an intention to make picfentsof them 
to any much refpedtcd friend. 

They have fnipes and woodcocks like- 
wife in plenty; fiveral forts of wild ducks, 
teal, cranes, wood-pigeons, turtles, larks, 
thrufhes, and partridges, the heads where- 
of are all red. Thefe lafl are only to be 
taken either by the hawk, or to be (hot 
flying. 

Though thcPerfians abound in cattle 
yet every kind of deer is fcarce and coftly 
enough. You may buy good beef for a- 
bout three half-pence a pound ; but as few 
Perfians of any fubftance will eat it, almoft 
all that is killed is carried to (0) Julpha, 
and fold there amongft the Chriftians. 
The price of mutton and goats flefh is 
much the fame, in the fummer feafon ; but 
as the winter approaches it grows dearer. 
In this country there are abundance of 
wolves and foxes ; but then they are very 
final 1. 

The price Their bread, and wheat, for the mod 

°f breed , t j s f or about three farthings a 

wheat, bar- r * # , 0 

!cy,rice, &c. pound, and their barley, if not winnowed, 
may be purchafed cheaper. Rice, indeed, 
is commonly about two pence a pound. 
The Perfians, as they have no oats, feed 
their horfes with barley ; they have Spanifh 
wheat, however, in plenty, which they 
drefs before it is ripe ; and after they have 
fprinkled it over with fait water, they cry 
it about the ftreets as common as any other 
commodity. 


The butter, which they make ufc of in 1704 
their fauces, &c. is generally fold after the 
rate of a florin for two pounds ; but their tu - 
frefh butter, indeed, which is cxceed- 
ingly good, will bear a better price. 

The oil, which is ufed there generally 
for the fame purpofes, is made of the Iced Tlw ‘ t0,, ‘ 
of what they call the Kousjae, and bears a 
near refemblance to our european olive oil ; 
but the finell of it, indeed, is much 
flronger. The price is ufually about 
five farthings a pound. They have ano- 
ther fort, however, extracted from the 
feed which they call the Kousjit, which ig, 
doubtlefs, much better ; but then ’tis 
double the price. 

Maize- feed, which by the Eaft- Indians 
is called Kajang, is much in vogue, and 
frequently made ufe of in their fauces: 

Perfia produces, moreover, great plenty of 
red and white beans ; but then they are 
fmall, and bear fome refemblance to thofe 
in Turkey, as alfo of white and grey peas, 
fmall black beans with which they feed 
their horfes, and green peas of the growth 
of Europe. 

Wood in this country is very fcarce and Tl,eir 

J J force .md 

very dear. You cannot purchafe twelve d « r - 

pounds of it only, under four-pence or 
five-pence ; and coals in proportion bear 
the fame heavy price. 

For which rcafon, the poorer fort of 
the inhabitants make ufe of the dung of **• innta< * 

0 of ctnl* or 

their camels, horles, cows, &c. when well wood, 
dried, for their firing, inftead of wood, or 
coals : nay the Armenian merchants them- 
felves at Julpha make ufe of the fame ex- 
pedient ; for otherwife their firing would 
be more expenfive than their victuals. As 
to their turf, indeed, or camels dung, 
it is reafonable enough ; for they can have 
two thoufand weight of it for about thirty- 
pence. This camel’s dung is chiefly made 
ufe of for heating their ovens, in which 
they bake moll of their meat in this coun- 
try, which is attended with very little 
trouble and but a fmall expencc. The 
general ufe that is made of this camel’s 
dung, and all other turf of the like nature, 
contributes not a little to the cleanlincfs of 
their high-vvays, or common-roads, which 
are fure to be cleanled from all fuch kind 
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of filth not only for the purpofe of firing 
as above-mentioned, but for the cultivation 
likewife of their lands. Nay fome of the 
poorer fort will apply human ordure to the 
fame ufe. 

They have a particular root, called 
rugnas, which I had almoft forgot to men- 
tion. This is the fame which the Indians 
call Solyman-dortyn, and this they find in 
the province of Shir wan, and in the parts 
adjacent to the city of (p) Tauris, or 
Tabris. 

They carry on a greaftrade to the Indies 
with this fingle commodity, where one 
ybar with another, they fend no lefs than 
three hundred packs of it, each pack con- 
taining one hundred and fifty pounds 
weight and upwards. Twelve pounds of 
it, bare weight, which they call the Man- 
illa, is for the mod part, worth twelve 
Mamoedjies, which is equivalent to five 
florins or two rixdollars. 

They fend likewife, to the Indies from 
Tauris be fore- mentioned, and from {q) 
Cafbin, or Cafwin, one year with another, 
feven or eight hundred hampers of what 
they call Zernig, that is to fay orpiment, 
or auripigmentum. Each of thefc ham- 
pers contain about one hundred and fifty 
pounds weight, or better ; and each pound, 
according to its degree of goodnefs, is worth 
from three quarters of a crown to three 
half crowns. This orpiment is much ufed 
by the Perfian painters ; but it is appro- 
priated, however, to divers other purpofes. 
They fend great quantities of it, likewife, 
if I am not miftaken, into Turky. 

Moreover, this country produces a very 
precious drug, to which fome of the Per- 
fians themfelves are perfect Grangers. It 
is a fort otgum, which they call mummy, 
and find it in fome certain ruins and grots 
near the city of Laer, or Lahor. It is 
foft, and as black as pitch ; but has a much 
more agreeable fmell, and drops from the 
rocks. That which affords the bed is 
locked and fealed up : and no one except 
the governor of the city himfelf, and fome 
few of the grandees arc permitted to go in, 
and colledl a part of it for the king’s ufe. 
And as all of them together do not collect 
above eight or ten ounces of it throughout 


the year, it mu ft of courfc be a very farce 1 '}°\ 
and valuable commodity. 

This gum is a fovereign fpecific where 
any bone happens to be broken ; and fuch 
is its fecret virtue, as I have been aflured 
by adepts in medicine, that though a man’s 
bones fhould be ever fo unfortunately 
bruifed or even broken, it will give the 
patient relief in the compafs only of four and 
twenty hours. For this purpofe they melt 
a little pile of this gum, about the bignefs 
of a pea in a fpoon, and mix it up with 
butter. This the patient is ordered to take 
inwardly, in the firrt place, and then to ap- 
ply the fame quantity, or rather more to 
the part affedled, or in proportion, accord- 
ing as the cafe requires : and for a broken 
leg, they ufe fplints, and then bind it tight 
about with a linnen roller. 

The difeovery of this very valuable me- 
dicine is aferibed to a fportfmun, who had 
broken the leg of a flag, which notwith- 
flandingmade itsefcape. This fportfinan, 
as the (lory is related, returning to the 
chacc the very next day, fhot, as he ima- 
gined, at another flag, but was much fur- 
prized, when he found it was the identical 
creature whofe leg he had broken the day 
before ; and more fo, when he perceived 
that the wound was almoft cured. 

This report being induflrioufly fpread a- 
broad, the fuddennefs of the cure was at 
once aferibed to the virtue of this mummy, 
as the affair was tranfadted near the fpot 
where this healing elixir drops. Many ex- 
periments on other wounds was made af- 
terwards with this gum, and had always 
the defired effedl, which was fuflicient 
doubtlefs to eflablifh its reputation. 

The Perfians find another fort of this 
gum in the province of Loreflan, which 
anfwers the fame happy end, indeed, but 
then its virtue is not fo confpicuous, nor is 
the wound fo fuddenly healed. The dif- 
ference between thefe two fort of gums is 
known immediately by putting a fmall 
quantity of each on a red hot coal : the 
fmoke of the former has a very pleafant 
fmell, whereas that of the latter favours 
greatly of pitch : the mofl convincing 
proof, however, is procured by breaking 
the leg of a fowl, and then by making an 

in- 
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1704 immediate application of the gum as a- 
u vw bove'dire&ed. This experiment has fre- 
quently been made. In a word, as this 
mummy, or gum, .is wholly and folely the 
property of his majefty, and as the 
produce of it is fo very fmall, it is not 
eafy to be procured, much lefs to be 
purchafed, 

Thofe, however, into whofe hands this 
pretious commodity is entrufted, do fome- 


32t 

times fend a (mall quantity of it privately 1704 
to a fkime-niinifter, or fo * by way of pro- v "v s *> 
fent. 

That of Loreftan may with lefs diffi- 
culty be procured ; as there are larger quan- 
tities of it in that province * and I flatter 
my felf, if I am not greatly deceived, that 
I have fome of the former as well as the 
latter. 


Occasional Remarks on the preceding Chapter. 


(a) Perfia, fee p. 64. d. t. 

(h) Turky, fee p. 203. n. e. 

(e) Cyprus, f the ifland of) fee p. 109. 

n. /. 

(&) Ifpahan, or Spahawn, fte p. 109. n. m. 
(e) Holland, fee p. 76. n. c, 
if) Spain, fee p. 283.' n. p. 

(g) France, fee p. 214. n. m. 

(Jb) Batavia, fee p." 3 14. n. 0. 

* 

(r) India, (proper) fee p. 213. n. d. 

(k) Peru, formerly a powerful empire, now 
a province of Spain in fouth America, is fituate 
between fixey and eighty one degrees of weft 
long, and between the equator and twenty five 
degrees of fouth l*t. being near two thoufand 
miles in length, from north to fouth, and from 
two hundred to five hundred broad * bounded by 
Popayan on the north, by the mountains of 
Andes, or Cordilleras, which feparate it from 
the country of the Amazons and Paraguay, on 
theeaft; by ChiH, and La Placenta on the fouth* 
and by the Pacific Ocean on the weft. The 
capital city now is Lima, formerly Cufco. 
The land next the fea is high * the fierras, or 
mountains, beyond which, run parallel to the 
former, are ft ill higher, and the Andes, beyond 
thefe, are the higheft mountains in the world. 
The land, near the fea is, for the moft part, a 
barren defart, except fome valleys, into which 
they turn the ftreams from the hills * the hills 
beyond, alfo, are generally barren * but between 
the hills are very extenfive, fruitful valleys, yield- 
ing almoft all manner of grain and fruits* and 


the weather temperate. The mountains of the 
Andes are cold, being covered with fnow the 
greateft part of the year. 

The fea, which borders on Peru, is called the 
South Sea, but more properly the Pacific Ocean, 
from the conftant ferene weather on this coalt 
from four degrees iouth iar. to twenty five. 
Nor is there ever any rain on this coart, or the 
fea near it, unlcfs within four or five degrees 
of the line, where they have always rain, when 
the fun is vertical, as in other patts of the globe 
near the line: on the fierras, or hill';, diftant 
from the fiea-fide, the rains fall when the fun is 
vertical alfo * and on the cordolcros, or high 
mountains, fartheft from the fea, it rains or 
fnows, two thirds of the year. Their vintage 
is in the fair fealon, and their. vines thrive bell 
in thofe: valleys near the fea, where there is lit- 
tle or no rain, and which are watered by rivulets 
that fall from the hills, and arecollefled by the 
hufbandman, and turned into his fields and 
gardens. Near the equator there grow cedars, 
cotton-trees, cocoes, fugar-canes, palms, and a 
great deal of good timber ; but very few foreft- 
trees in any other part of Peru. The moft 
valuable tree the natives have, is that which 
furnilhes them with Kinguina, or peruvian 
bark * and this grows chiefly in the province of 
Quitto, on the mountains, near the city of 
Quitto, about five degrees fouth of the Equa- 
tor, and is of the fize of a cherry-tree, bearing a 
long, reddifb flower, from whence arifes a pod 
with a kernel like an almond * but the fruit does 
not feem to have the like virtues as the bark .- 
they have trees, alfo, that afford this kind of 
bark in Potofi, in one and twenty degrees Iouth 
lat. Maiz, or Indian corn, was their princi- 
pal food * and of this alfo they made drink * 
but the Spaniards have introduced wheat and 
barley, which thrive very well here * and their 
vineyards, which they have planted, yield 
plenty of grapes, where they can be watered * 
4 N but 
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1704 but the country is fo-hot and dry, that the foil 
will produce no grapes where it is not watered. 
They have ripe grapes whenever ‘they pleafe, 
where they have an opportunity of watering 
them, by turning rivulets into their grounds > 
they make excellent wines, which cannot be 
done in any other country between the Tro- 
pics. The Spaniards have planted almoft all 
rhe fruits which grow in old Spain ; and thefe 
thrive very well here, as well as rice, and the 
produce of the kitchen-garden. A great many 
excellent balms, gums and drugs, alfo are found 
here, and particularly that, called the balfam of 
Peru. But what the Spaniards value this coun- 
try for moll, is the prodigious treafurcs of gold 
and lilvcr they have drawn from thence for two 
hundred years pad : from the mountain of 
Potofi alone, which lies in twenty two degrees 
of fouth lat. there was drawn two thoufand 
millions of pieces of eight, the firft forty years 
they were wrought there are alfo rich mines of 
quickfilver in Peru, and fome pretious Hones 5 
particularly emeralds, and turquoifes. As to 
animals, there were not in Peru, or any part of 
America, any horfes, cows, elephants, camels, 
afies, mules, flifcep or hogs ; and but one.poor 
fpecies of cur-dogs,- before the Spaniards arri- 
ved but they have fince carried over all man- 
ner of European animals almoft, which are ex- 
ceedingly multiplied : but they had a breed of 
animals, which the natives call pscos, and gua- 
nacas, and the Spaniards peruvian Ihecp -, be- 
caufc they bore fome refemblanee to our Eu- 
ropean (heep, but larger, and ufed to carry 
burdens, having no other beads of burden ; 
their flelh alfo is very good meat. They had 
another bead called vicunas, which the Spa- 
niards named goats, becaufe they were fome- 
thing like our goats ; but they have no horns, 
and are fwifter than deer-, they had alfo red 
and fallow deer, and fome few lions, bears and 
tygers-, but neither fo large, of fo fierce as thofe 
of Europe ; and there were great numbers of 
monkeys ; but they had neither cats nor rats, 


though the lad have multiplied fo much fincc 1704 
the Spaniards came over, that they lometimes ‘“"V—' 
deftroy their crops of grain in Peru, as they do 
in the ifland of St. Helena ; nor were there any 
tame fowls or poultry here, till they were im- 
ported. They had all manner of wild fowl 
almoft, and a great variety of birds, particularly 
parrots, and a fowl called a cowdcr, fo large, 
that they meafured fifteen or fixtecn feet, with 
their wings extended : thefe would kill and de- 
vour cattle, and fometimes children of ten or 
eleven years of age ; but there are few of tliefc 
fowls. 

The Peruvians were idolaters, and worfhip- 
ped the fun chiefly ; but the Spaniards have 
compelled them to turn Chridians, and profefs 
another kind of idolatry, on pain of the in- 
quifition ; many thoufands of them were mur- 
dered by the Spaniards, after their arrival, on 
pretence of their infidelity, and refufing to fob- 
mit to the pope, or the king of Spain ; but, in 
reality, to become maders of their treafure, and 
ufurp the dominion of the country, where to 
this day the Spaniards opprefs and tyrannize, 
not only over thofe that are defeended from the 
Indians, but the Cripli, who are defceoded 
from the Spaniards themfclves. 

( 7 ) Europe, fee p. 127. rt, dd. 

(m) Mafanderan, fee p. 301. n; k. 

( 7 ) Italy, fee p. 210. n. nt. 

( 0 ) Julpha, or Julpha, fee p. 262. n. x . 

(J>) Tauris, or Tabris, fee p. 242. n. i. 

(y)Cafbin, orCafwin, eaft long. 48. lat. 3 6, 
a city of the psovince of Eyrac Agem in Per- 
fia, in Afia, fituate 180 miles north oflfpahan. 

(V) Laer, or Lahor, fee p. 21c. n. i. 
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fuccinEi Account of the Town, or Suburb of (a) J alpha. Of th 
Habits , or Drefs , 0/ the Natives of (b) Armenia. Of the Cufloms oh- 
ferved by them at Births , Marriages and Burials. Of their fc.iulim 
IV ay of Life, and the Manner in which they edm ate their Children. 
Of the Natives of ( c) Europe, who rcfde in the City . And ha fly , of 
fuch Minijlers as attend at the Court of (d j ‘Perfia, in the Name, 
of their Chriflian Majlers, for the TranfaElion of their public 
Affairs. 


T IIE town, or fuburb of Julpha, 
near (e) Ifpahan, is divided into 
««*" ® f thc fcveral parts, or diflridls ; but more parti- 
j°i|iiia. cularly into the old and new colony : the 
former, which is diftinguiflied by the 
name of Soeg-ga, is inhabited by the moil 
fubltantial merchants ; and we are inform- 
ed, that their anceftors reforted thither 
from very remote parts, and even from the 
frontiers of {f) Turky, in the reign of 
king Abbas the Great ; and that that 
prince afligned over fome certain lands to 
them for their better maintenance and fup- 
port. 

They tell us likewife, that the Gowres, 
who were the antient difciples of Zoro- 
after, fettled there alfo, together with 
fome particular flrangers, of whom we 
(hall fpeak more largely in the profecution 
of thefe our travels. 

New lulpha is fituate higher up, and 
Ncwjuijiha ^divided into divers diflridls. The firfl 

divifion is that called Gaif-rabaet, or 
Koets, which is full of flone-cutters, whofc 
principal employ is the eredlion of ftone 
edifices and fepulchral monuments. The 
fecond is principally inhabited by weavers, 
and artificers in fluffs ; moft of them Per- 
flans, tho’ there are fome few natives of 
(g) France amongft them. The third is 
called Toeft, or Samfha-baet. This dif- 
tridt belongs to the old colony, and is in- 
habited partly by mechanics, and partly by 
merchants. The fourth is called Eriwan, 
which is full of people in low and necefli* 


tous circumftances. Thc fifth, fmh, rial 
feventh are called Nagt-fiewaen, Si.ulii.t- 
bacn, and Kafket-fie. Thefe three iike- 
wife are full of thc fame low J tfs of people, 
and are diftinguifhed by no other names 
than thofe of the fqver.il difliidls to which 
thfiy particularly belong. 

Old Julpha is of much larger extent 
than all the other diflridls put together, 
and contains about two thoufind fa- 
milies; fome of which are exceeding- 
ly rich, and others very fubflantial mer- 
chants. 

Thefe have their own Kalantacr, as 
they call him, that is, their burgo-mufler, 
or chief magift rate, and others, whom they 
call Betgoedaes, that is to fay, heads, or 
chief fuperintendants over their refpeblive 
diflridls, who adt as judges, and pal's final 
fentence in all common caufes ; but fuch 
cafeS as are of great importance arc refer- 
vedfor the dccifion either of his m.ijeAy 
himfelf, or fome of his council of ftate j 
and after their final fentence, indeed, they 
are carried into execution by the before 
mentioned Kalentaer, and heads of the 
diflridls. 

Old Julpha is the right and property of 
his majefly’s grand-mother, whom they 0,d - M d' J 
diflinguifh by the name of Nawafb ali, 
which is a title that the king frequently 
confers on perfons of high birth and dif- 
tindlion : all the other diflridls, however, 
above particularly taken notice of, arc un- 
der thc jurifdidlion of their Nagafi-bafhi, 

• as 
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1704 as they call him, that is to lay, the head, 
or principal of the king’s'painters. Thefe 
have notwithftanding their refpettive 
chiefs, and were formerly governed by a 
Kalantaer. 

2 ^- The firft diftrid of Julpha, which 

inpinjui. ftands to the fouthward, confifts only of 
one large ftreet, which is principally inha- 
bited by fnch as are called Guebres, that is 
to fay, fuch as had within three years 
then laft paft embraced the Mahommedan 
religion. The wives of thefe profelytes, 
according to antient cuftom, go bare-faced, 
or without veils. I never had any right, 
or adequate idea of thefe people till after 
my return from ( h ) India ; and for that 
reafon, I fhall poftponc my account of 
them to that time, 

The principal buildings in julpha are the 
churches, and the name of the firft, or 
head of them is called Anna-baet, that is 
to fay, the church of the bifliop. Of this 
we (hall give the reader our particular fen- 
timents, when we come to treat of their 
cuftom, called* the baptifm of the crofs. 
The fecond is that called Surpa-kroof, that 
is, the church of St. James. This has a 
fine dome, and abounds (as that of the 
bifliop’s does) with paintings, reprefenting 
fome of the mod remarkable tranfadions 
recorded in facred hiftory. On the right- 
hand, there are fome vacant places, and 
the women there are divided from the 
men. The third, which is larger than 
either of thofe before- mentioned, is called 
Surpon-tomafa, that is to fay, the church 
of St. Thomas. This is of a confiderable 
length, and is fupported on each fide by 
three fquare columns, or pillars. All the 
walls of this church are perfedly whitej 
and there is not one piece of painting in it. 
The dome of it is very low, and in order 
to go up to the altar, there are three fteps 
on each fide. Befides thefe three, there 
are about eleven others ; but then they are 
much fmaller, and have fewer decorations. 
There are about thirteen or fourteen in 
new Julpha likewife ; but thofe too are 
fmall, and nothing in them worthy the at- 
tention of the curious. 

There are fome very fine houfe? in old 
Julpha, which are inhabited by fome of 
z 
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the moft fubftantial amongft the Armenian 1 704 
merchants. That, however, which makes '••vv 
the moft confpicuous figure, is called there 
the Hodftie-minozcs ; the grand fiilon, or 
hall wherqpf is all elegantly gilt, and 
painted with a great variety of flowers and 
other embellithments ; and furnilhed like- 
wife with a great number of coftly pier- 
glafles. The cieling thereof is vaulted, 
and divided into four fevcral comparfknents. 

In the center of each partition, there is 
a golden ftar, intermingled with divers 
very lively colours, and the Walls are in- 
crufted with flips of marble about three 
feet in height. At each end. of this grand 
falon, there are regular niches, which are 
filled with feftoons, intermixed with folia- 
ges, or leaves, which have a very good ef- 
feft, and ftrike the eye in the moft agree- 
able manner that can poflibly be con- 
ceived. Through the front-gate j which 
leads to this range of fine houfes, you 
come into a fpacious court ; in the center 
whereof there is a fine circular parterre, and 
another exactly of the dime form, behind 
the fine houfe laft-mentioned, with a very 
handfomc ftrudure, in which are fevcral 
commodious apartments for the reception 
of the ladies, according to the cuftom' of 
the country. 

When I had fully gratified my curiofity 
with taking an accurate furvey of this firft 
grand houfe, the gentleman, who was pof- 
fefled of it, having firft entertained me iu 
the moft elegant manner, I went to exa- 
mine all that was curious and remarkable 
in the houfe of the Kalentaer, or burgo- 
mafter Hogaas, as they call him, otherwife 
Lucas, which I found to be in all refpedts as 
large and commodious, but not fo elegant- 
ly neat as the former. From thence I went 
to the houfe called Arjiet-aga, before which 
there was a fpacious garden . This houfe like- 
wife was very large, and full of fine apart- 
ments. The next that I took a furvey of 
was the houfe called Hodlhe-faffraes. This 
likewife was a very fine ftrudure, and had , 
a large garden before .it like the other. 

All the walls of this houfe were painted, 
with a great variety of figures interfperfed 
as big as the life. There was a Turkifli 
man in particular and a Turkifh woman, 

and 
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and other figures of note ; fome dreft in 
Perfian habits, and others in Inch as are 
worne in (/) Spain} each at a proper dif- 
tance one from the other. On the roof, 
which was flat, there was a fine terrace } 
from whence there is the mod delightful 
profped that eyes ’ere beheld'} and king 
Abbas the Great, when living, ufed fre- 
quently to amufe himfelf on that terrace. 
The next houfe I went to was that called 
Hodflie-agamaet, which is almoft as lofty, 
and as elegantly decorated as any of the 
former: this has a very beautiful apartment 
that looks into the ftreet } it has likewife, 
fpacious windows, and a fine terrace over 
it. The two next houfes, diflinguifhed by 
the names of Hodfhe-Ovannis, and Hod- 
flie-Murfa, were in no refpeft inferior to 
the former. Some of thefe houfes have an 
elegant marble fountain, with a cafcade 
either in their bed apartment or before the 
door. 

All thefe feveral houfes are exceedingly 
neat, and very carefully kept } the floors of 
each room were covered with rich carpets, 
and the chairs in them adorned with 
cufhions of gold and filver brocade. The 
front-gate of mod of thefe houfes arc pur- 
pofely very fmall, and fo contrived partly 
to prevent the Perfians from riding into 
them on horfe-back} and partly to conceal 
their grandeur and magnificence within. 
The principal dreets of this town are de- 
corated with finefena-trees, which are re- 
gularly planted on each fide. 

The Armenians, in regard to their drefs 
differ but very little from the Perfians } it 
mud be acknowledged, however, that they 
are not altogether fo neat, neither arc their 
turbants fo prettily plaited. Befides, they 
are not indulged in wearing thofc after the 
Perfian mode, nor with appearing in green 
flippers. 

As to fuch of the Armenian women as 
are ladies of didindlion ; they generally 
wear, like the Perfian women, a half- band 
upon their foreheads, embellifhed with 
pearls and pretious dones. Under this 
band they were a golden chambara, richly 
decorated, which is about two fingers in 
breadth ; and down the fidcs of their 
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checks, they have a fcorc at lead of golden 1704. 
ducats, and other decorations, or trinkets, 
enriched with pearls. This chambara 
comes underneath their chins ; and the 
lower part of their face from the nofe, is 
covered with a veil, which they fallen be- 
hind their heads. They wear another 
veil likewife*, bellies this, about their 
necks ; the ends whereof are cmbioidcred 
with gold and filver. This alfo is fallened 
behind the head} and neither of thefe, 
when they appear in public, are taken off. 

They have flill a third, which is em- 
broidered, likewife, and covers their necks, 
and is thrown over the two former. This 
too is faftened to their heads, and falls 
down to the bottom of their upper /eft- 
ments ; which for the generality arc of 
gold brocades, and lined with fables. 

Their under- garments are of flowered 
fluffs; and they have a third fhort veft- 
ment, that but juft reaches to their knees. 

Their fhifts are made of embroidered 
tafrata, or fomc other rich flufft ; and are 
fomewhat fhorter than their upper veft- 
ments. Under thefe fhifts, they wear 
drawers, of a fine ftriped futin, with 
bufkins, or boots, after the Perfian fa fh ion, 
and flippers, either yellow or red ; for they 
are not indulged in wearing of green ones, 
any more than the men. Their girdles 
are made of thin plates of gold, or filver 
emboffed, and are for the mo ft part about 
four or five fingers in breadth; and under 
this, they wear a filk one with a buckle : 
for the reft, fome of thefe ladies have 
their girdles fet with pretious Hones. They 
wear generally two or three gold chains 
about their necks ; by one whereof hang 
fmall boxes of perfumes, and by another, 
a great number of ducats. To thefe chains, 
they add a coral necklace ; and to every 
third bead* they hang either a fingle, or a 
double ducat. They wear likewife golderl 
bracelets, and rings in plenty on all their 
fingers. In fummer time, inftead of the 
furred gown, they wear a fhorter veft- 
ment without fleeves, which fcarcely falls 
down to their knees. The reader may 
fee the reprefen tation of one of thefe gay 
ladies, thus richly dreft, in the Plate 
4O (No. ioj) 
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(No. 101.) hereto annexed. 

The maidens drefs much after the fame 
manner as the married women, their veils 
only excepted ; the former wearing two ; 
namely, one which covers the greateft 
part of their face, and a fecond that hides 
their necks and breads ; whereas the latter 
wear only the laft. As to the reft they 
wear a kind of diadem upon their fore- 
heads j embroidered with gold and filver, 
and inriched with pearls, - or pretious 
ftones. 

In a word, when the Armenian women 
make their appearance in public, they differ 
in nothing material from the Perfian 
ladies, but this ; namely, they are indif- 
penfably obliged to conceal their faces 
with fome part of their cloaths, which 
they hold up with their right-hands for 
that very purpofe. 

It is high time, however, to drop this 
topic, and proceed to the particular cere- 
monies, obferved here at births, marriages, 
and deaths. * 

Whenever one of thefe ladies is 
brought to bed, her firft care is, to find it a 
proper godfather } and after the expiration 
of fome few days, the midwife or nurfe, 
carries the new-born babe to church, in 
order to have it baptized. Accordingly, fhe 
delivers it into the hands of a prieft, who 
dips it perfectly naked, three times fuccef- 
lively, into a large bucket full of water, 
which ferves them inftead of a font; the 
prieft, during the whole ceremony, pro- 
nouncing a certain form of words, in much 
the fame manner as ours do in Europe. 
After this, the babe is anointed with holy 
oil, firft upon the head, then on the 
mouth ; then again on the breaft, the 
neck, the hands, and feet ; after this 
thorough undtion, the infant is wrapped 
up again in its fwaddling cloaths, and con- 
veyed to the altar, where the eucharift, or 
facrament, is crammed into his mouth. 
When this ceremony is over, he delivers 
it to the godfather ; who covers it with a 
ftuff-mantle, provided by him for that 
purpofe at his own expence. When they 
have gone thus far, the company return, 
preceded by feveral priefts, each holding a 
crofs in one hand, and a taper in the other, 


and finging fome portion of the gofpel to 
the found of the inftrumental mufic. In 
this manner, the godfather follows the 
proceffion to the houfe where the child’s 
parents refide j holding likewife a lighted 
taper in each hand ; and after he has deli- 
vered up his little godfon into his mother’s 
arms, the remainder of the day is devoted 
to mirth and gaiety amongft the friends and 
relations. The fame godfather for the 
moft part, ftands for all the children, be 
they more or lefs ; and if a child happens 
to be born within a few days either of 
Eafter, or their grand feftival of baptizing 
the crofs, the parents are obliged to have 
the infant baptized on the fame day. 

There is one circumftancc in this cere- 
mony that is too remarkable to be omitted ; 
and that is, that neither this godfather, 
nor any of his near relations, can marry 
with any of thofe belonging to the infant 
to the third or fourth degree of confangui- 
nity. And when it happens that a girl 
and a boy of two different families have 
been reprefented by the fame godfather, e- 
ven they arc prohibited from intermarrying 
with each other. 

The ceremonies obferved at their mar- 
riages have fomething in them very pecu- 
liar, and whimfical enough : the parties 
never run through a formal time of court- 
fhip, as is cuftomary in moft European 
countries; but the parents, on each fide, arc 
the match-makers, and the marriage arti- 
cles, as by them fettled and adjufted, are 
held good and valid, and never difputed by 
the bridegroom or his bride. The former 
on his wedding-day, hires a band of mufic, 
and invites fome of his moft intimate 
friends and acquaintance to his houfe ; and 
each gueft has a taper put into his hand 
by a proper domeftic or attendant. In the 
midft of this, a whole groupe of young girls 
make their appearance in the ftreet and 
dance to fome chearful tune, played 
by haut-boys, accompanied with drums, 
who are followed by women in years, 
laden with rich wearing apparel, pearls, 
and pretious ftones. As foon as thefe 
dancers are got to the bridegroom's place 
of abode, they fatten a crofs made of green 
fattin upon his breaft ; and after that the 
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1704 men and women who are invited to the 

*''*'*' folemnity withdraw into feparate apart- 
ments, where they are entertained in a 
very elegant manner, with confcrves, and 
a profufion of all forts of liquors. Then 
the apparel belonging to the married 
couple are delivered to them in two dif- 
tindt bafkets ; together with fome trinkets 
of but fmall value, in order to be made 
prefents of to the young people who make 
a part of their guefts. After thefe diftri- 
butions, the pried pronounces a formal 
bleifing on the wedding-cloaths, which, 
when over, the intended pairretire to put 
them on. The bridegroom, thus gayly 
equipped, takes a fet of his friends, with 
two or three of his neared relations, along 
with him to his fpoufe’s apartment, where 
he is received, or congratulated by her 
father or brother, or fome other near rela- 
tion, who, after a few wholefome admoni- 
tions, in regard to the conjugal date, add 
their warmed wifhes for their mutual 
health and happinefs. The young maid- 
ens before-mentioned, then faden another 
crofs of red fattin on the bridegroom, and 
the women bring him a handkerchief, one 
corner whereof he is to take hold of, 
and the bride of the other. Now the 
bride is covered with an embroidered veil 
through which you may notwithdanding 
fee all her fine cloaths, *and her face is 
covered with red taffaty, which hangs 
down to her very feet. And in this maf- 
querading-drefs (if I may be allowed the 
expreflion) fhe is accompanied by a great 
number of women, difguifed after much 
the fame manner, whild the bridegroom 
is preceded by all the men ; and thus in a 
kind of proceflion, they go to church ; 
each with a lighted taper in his hand. 
When the whole company are got in, the 
relations take the handkerchief away from 
the bridegroom ; and then each of them 
repairs to the feat afiigned him. As foon 
as mafs is begun, the father confeffors ap- 
pear, before whom the young couple are 
catechized in form ; after which they go 
up to the altar, where the pried addreffes 
himfelf fird to the bridegroom, in words 
to this or the like effedt ; Will you have 
this woman, thus offered you to be your 
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wife? Will you honour and chcrifli her, 1704 
whatever cafualties may attend her here- '*■’■*'** 
after? Will you comfort and take care of 
her, in cafe, in time to come, die (hall hap- 
pen to be either blind, lame, or otherwife 
afflidled in mind, body, or edate ? When 
the man has anfwered in the affirmative, 
he turns to the woman, and aiks her the 
very fame quedions. As foon as flic has 
anfwered yes likewife, the pried joins their 
hands, and after that their heads ; which 
one of the bridemen bind clofe together 
with a handkerchief, and then he covers 
them with a crofs. In the mean time they* 
read over the office for the occafion, and 
fay the cudomary prayers : when thofe are 
concluded, the pried takes off the crofs a- 
gain ; and adminiders to them what they 
call the facrament of the altar; and then 
every one retires to his own place. As 
loon as mafs is over, they go in proceflion 
home from church ; the priefts walking 
befose the new married couple, accom- 
panied with their band of mufic, hired for 
the purpofe, the bridegroom and bride dill 
continuing to have the handkerchief above- 
mentioned round their necks, and being 
followed by their friends whom they in- 
vited. No fooner are they arrived at the 
bridegroom’s door, but they are prefented 
with a large bowl full of flierbet, with 
which they entertain, not only all the 
prieds, but all their gueds in general, each 
of whom is perfumed, or fprinkled with 
role-water, which is taken out of a filver 
pot. After this, the men and the women 
are conducted to their feparate apartments 
in expedition of their dinner; which; 
when ready, is ferved up at different tables, 
the men fitting at one, and the women at 
the other. This entertainment is placed 
upon a large carpet, fpread upon the floor, 
on which they fit, according to the mode 
or cuflom of the orientals. They are all 
ferved with conferves, and a variety of the 
choiced liquors, in the fird place, 
and afterwards with plenty of different 
viands. 

There is one circumdance, however, 
that the reader ought to have been before 
acquainted with, and that is, when the 
bridegroom and the bride have received 

the 
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the facrament of the altar, they are kept 
from each others company for three or 
four days fucccflively ; but in cafe the 
facrament has not been admini(hed to them, 
then the company condudt them the very 
fame night to the bridal bed-chamber, 
and after they have perfumed them with a 
little rofe-water, withdraw, and leave 
them to their own private conven- 
tion. 

Some few days after confummation of 
the nuptials, the parents produce whatever 
they had promifed for her dower, which 
.confifts, for the moftpart,in apparel, gold, 
filver, pearls, and pretious ftones, in pro- 
portion to their fubftance and condition. 
To thefe valuable commodities they add 
likewife a great variety of fweet-meats and 
the choiccft fruits, which are brought in 
fine wooden pails, accompanied with a 
proper band of mufic, as has been before 
hinted with refpedt to the Perfians. 

This ceremony, however, is fometimes 
poftponed till the birth of the firft Child, 
and, in that cafe, a cradle and all other re- 
quifites for the accommodation of the in- 
fant are added to the fweet-meats, &. 
Sometimes, indeed, the bridegroom and 
bride go to church on horfe-back, and re- 
turn from thence in the fame manner. 
Moreover, on fome particular occafions, 
thefe nuptials are folemnized in a very 
private manner, in the dead of night, and 
in the prefence only of two or three of their 
neareft relations. 

Of all the cuftoms, however, that are 
obferved amongft the Armenians, no one 
appears more uncommon, or fantaftical to 
me, than that of giving away their chil- 
dren in marriage during their very in- 
fancy ; infomuch that there are but few of 
them Angle after ten or twelve years of 
age at mod. Nay, fometimes the parents 
betroth them, in form, before they are ten 
months old ; and it is no uncommon thing 
for marriage-contradts to be made for 
children even in their mother’s womb. 
And the reafon they alledge for it is this ; 
that in cafe a girl fhould be unmarried, 
(lie is in danger of being taken from her 
parents, and locked up in the feraglio } a 


misfortune, which they endeavour to pre- 
vent by fuch premature contrradls. There 
are many inftances, however, to be pro- 
duced, where parents have proved difap- 
pointed, notwithflandingthis extraordinary 
precaution. 

As 1 have, in a former part of this work, 
taken notice of the ceremonies obferved by 
them at the interment of their friends and 
relations, I have this one cuftom only far- 
ther to add ; namely, that on thefe melan- 
choly occafions, the women are always 
prefent as well as the men j and that their 
priefts and deacons chant out their funeral 
dirges as they walk in proceffion. There 
are generally four bearers, who carry the 
deceafed upon a bier ; but they have fome- 
times eight, and fometimes twelve, when 
they have far to go, in order to relieve each 
other, as occafion fhall require. Thefe 
bearers arc always perfons in low circum- 
ftances, and attend for hire. The body i$ 
depofited in the grave without any coffin ; 
with the head raifed up, in fome meafure, 
and then the prieft throws earth over 
it three feveral times in the form of a 
crofs. 

When the company return from the 
funeral, they go to the habitation of the 
deceafed, and are there entertained both at 
dinner and fupper. 

Nay, two priefts and two deacons, for 
forty days fucceffively go every morning to 
the grave, and there not only read over it 
fome portion of the facred feripture, but 
fing fome feleft hymn, extracted from the 
pfalms of David, adapted to that melan- 
choly occafion. Thefe have their daily 
fees for this funeral fervicc ; which are 
higher or lower in proportion to the cir- 
cumftances of the deceafed ; infomuch that, 
fometimes a pompi/us funeral amongft 
them proves very expenfive. 

Notwithftanding the Armenians are 
thus over-fuperftitious in their obfervance 
of external forms, they are ftill moft 
ftiamefully remifs in other articles of much 
greater importance ; but more particularly 
in what relates to the education of their 
children ; who are fometimes arrived to the 
age of manhood, before they are able to re- 
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; 704 hearfe the Lord’s prayer, or tire articles of 
ijicir belief. This, indeed, is not to bq, 
to very much wondered at, confidering, 
Kow .early they enter into the matrimonial 
ftate ; ,for , fometimes they 'are fathers of* 
children, whilft. they are but children 
themfelves ; fo that, their thoughts be- 
ing employed about their family-concerns, 
before they . have any opportunities of re- 
ceiving inftru£Hon, ’tis morally impofiible 
for the poorer fort efpecially to make any 
confiderable improvements. In fliort, 
what human probability can there be, 
that a mother, who has had no manner 
of inftripftion herfelf, fllould be capable 
of cultivating the minds' of her little 
infants? And it muft be acknowledged, 
that in cafe a woman amongft them fhould 
chance to have any [bare of wit, genius, 
or beauty, it is a circumftance extremely 
uncommon. This obfervation 1 have fre- 
quently made my felf j but more efpecially 
at their funeral folemnities j at which 
times, there are frequently two or three 
thoufand of them aflembled together, who 
look like fuch a number of thoughtful 
matrons, part all their beauty and bloom, 
before they have attained even the age of 
twenty. And this is Hill the more furpri- 
zingj becaufc they have the Pei fian ladies be- 
fore their eyes as patterns for their imitation, 
who are for the raoft part finely fliaped, 
exceedingly handfome, and fiee from all 
affectation in their deportment, Their 
air, their gait, their drefs, are all , perfectly 
agreeable} there is, , in Abort, a peculiar 
grace in all their words and a&ions.; and 
even the manner wherein they adjuft their 
veils, which conceal their charms, has 
fomething in it extremely pretty and en- 
gaging- , , , 

It muft be allowed hkewife.i that the 
Turkifti and Grecian ladies are no ways 
inferior to the Perfians, in regard to their 
various attractions ; whilft, on the contrary, 
but very few of the Armenian ladies have 
any air, gait, or fhape, or any other charm 
to allure you. And what contributes not 
a little to this misfortune is, the linnen 
with which they conceal their mouths. 
For by that practice, their cheeks appear 
to be bloated } but befides, they are women 


for the generality, but of low ftature, and 1704 
their fhapes are clumfy. 

If you meet an Armenian woman in TW 1KnU 
the town of Julpha, Hie will molt afluredly 
turn her back upon you, which is fuch a 
monftrons ail of ill manners, that even a nicn*.n 
Mahommedan woman would blulh to be 
guilty of it : in a word, they me not only 
rude to ftrangers, but equally unmannerly, 
when in company with their neareft rela- 
tions. In cafe they are offered a glais of 
wine by a friend, whom they ever fo much 
refpeit, they no fqoner accept of it, but 
they turn their faces towards the wall, and 
drink up their liquor, let the glafs be ever 
fo large, or ever fo full. Prom this refer* 
ved or affeGed deportment, this uncom- 
mon care to conceal themfelves from the 
fight of a man, any one might be apt to 
imagine, that they are ftriitly virtuous, 
and as chafte and cold as fo many Dianas ; 
but, he that fliall make that contlufion, 
will find himfelf mod g roily miftaken ; 
fur«too many of them will turn proftitutes 
for filthy lucre, will drefs themfelves in 
men’s apparel, and ride on horfe-back 
with their mothers to Ifpahan, where they 
carry on a finall clandeftine trade, whilft 
the poor ignorant tool of a htiilund ima- 
gines them proof again ft all temptation, 
and himfelf fafe, as he knows they will not 
unveil their charms to no man living. 

This was not the cafe in the days of 
yore; for Judah, wc are told, concluded 
that Tamar was a harlot, becaufe die cover- 
ed her face with a veil. 

As to the Armenians (of the male fex) 

I lie i*i11- 

their thoughts are wholly taken up in a- 
varicious views, and in making haflc to be > . '..t ii>c 
rich j and when they have hoarded up ini- 
menfc treafures, they are ftill ambitious of 
making all the advantages that can polfibly 
arife therefrom. Their third after gain is 
infatiable ; without the lead regard to any 
of the focial duties of life, or to what, is 
tranfadling in any other part of the known 
world. 

No country under the fun, in their idle 
opinions, can ftand in competition with 
PerGa ; they look upon it as the foie 
fource, or fountain, of all arts and feiences, 
though they know no more how to 
^ p form 
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I 7°4 form an adequate 1 idea, either of the one 
or the other, than a blind man can diftin- 
guilh one colour from another. For not- 
withftanding many of them arc very fob- 
ftantial merchants, and travel half the 
world over in hopes of treafuring up one 
bag of gold upon another} yet their 
curiofity never carries them fo far as to 
make any curious enquiries either into 
nature her felf, or the nature and conftitu- 
tion of the very country wherein they re- 
fide ; neither will they, indeed, take the 
leaft pains, or put themfelves to the 
needkfs expence (as they call it) of prying 
into the beauties of Perfia itfelf. 

They have no knowledge, but what 
they gain by hear-fay j and I obferved, 
that not one of thofe Armenians, who 
were my fellow-travellers, ever attempted, 
or thought it worth his while, to furvey 
thofe curiofitics, which I fought after 
with fo much affiduity and concern. For 
Which reafon, whenever I was inclined to 
gratify my tafte that way, I always made 
my application to Grangers, and exerted 
the ftrength of my purfc with them. 
Whenever, in fhort, I confulted them, it 
was, when I found them in their bazars, 
or markets, the courfcs of which, it mull 
be allowed, they underftand to the utmoft 
perfe&ion. Trade, in a word, is the only 
thing within the verge of their underftand- 
ing } but all other articles are abfolutely 
beyond the fphere of their weak compre- 
henfion ; their minds (as I have hinted be- 
fore) were never improved by any liberal 
education. As foon as ever they have at- 
tained the accomplilhments of reading and 
writing, fuch of their mailers as relide at 
Julpha, fend them on errands } and when- 
ever they either go to, or return from If- 
pahan, for the moll part, they ride double, 
on a horfe, a mule, or an afs, which is a 
cuftom peculiar to themfelves. 

When they have dealings with the Per- 
fians, on their market-days } in their little 
{hops, in the city, where they retail cloth 
by the yard, or even a lefs quantity, they 
durll not drink wine, or any fpirituous li- 
quor whatfoever, for fear they Ihould be 


dilbovered by the fmelt } infomuch that 1704 
they groan under a heaViet weight than 
even the (k) Greeks do under the Grand 
Signior. And forafmuch as this worfe 
than (1)' Egyptian bondage daily encreafes 
upon them, Jt is greatly tb be feared, that 
every privilege, how fmall foever, will 
foon be taken from them, unlsfs they 
lhall think proper to turn apoftates, 
and become profelytes to the Mahdmmc- 
dan religion. 

And this their unhappy fituation mull: 
be aferibed in a great meafure to the bitter 
quarrels and debates which rage as it were fcn " on ’‘ 
amongft themfelves y not only between 
fome of their bilhops, but even their pa- 
triarchs, who are at perpetual variance! 
with each other, as well about the ceconomy 
of the church, as about the articles of its 
creed. And when thefe religious dilfen- 
tions run high, the Perlians arc ever ready 
to embrace fuch favourable Opportunities 
for calling them to account, and loading 
them with frelh fines and intolerable im- 
politions. 

Two flagrant inflances of thisdefpotic 
power of the Perfia ns happened whilft I 
was refident at Ifpahan. If fuch unhappy 
difeords and difientions did not fo fre- 
quently Strife amongft them } if they were 
not fuch inveterate and implacable enemies 
one to another, they might accomplifh 
many very valuable and important ends > 
for they are polTelFed of immenfc riches } 
and high bribes command great favours in 
this country ; but it is impoffible to ex- 
prefs that enmity and hatred with which 
they purfue each other; fome faint idea 
however, may be formed of it from an 
inftance to whiefi I myfelf was a wit- 
nefs. 

Two brothers had happened to have Aninibnc* 
fome high words about fome occurrence in bkZu'eT 
trade, which is (as I have hinted before) 
the very foul of an Armenian, artd the only ,hcr, ‘ 
thin£ that he underftands. A vigorous 
law-fuit you may be fore, was inilantly 
commenced ; and the eldeft, who was in 
the adtual poflellion of the matter in debate, 
and capable of making rich prefents to the 

judges, 
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judges, did not fail to gain their filtered: m 
his favour, and carry the caufc, 

The party caft ( who happened at that 
time to be blind) upon fentence being paft 
againfl him, declared openly, that he was 
over-joyed that he had loft his fight : fince 
it would be the greateft mortification that 
could befal hitn in this world ever to caft 
bis eyes upon his brother, and that he 
fhould think it no afBiftion to him to be 
as deal as he Was blind, that he might 
never hear him either fpeak, or be fpoken 
of again. 

Could inveterate malice and mortal 
hatred be ever carried to a higher pitch’ ? 
The cider brother, who had intermarried 
with a French lady at (/») Paris, where he 
had left her, and from whence he had 
brought two little daughters which he had 
by her there, ufed to come daily almoft to 
our director, to beg the favour of his pro- 
tection againft the irreconcileable rage and 
refentment of his blind brother, who ufed 
his utmoft intereft and endeavours to have 
him fccured tinder the cuftody of the 
Mohammedan judges, as he had done 
once before, and from whofe hands he 
could never pofllbly efcape without being 
moft unmercifully baftonaded. 

Not a few of thefe Armenians have al- 
ready renounced their Chriftian faith, and 
embraced the errors of the Mahommedan 
church, with no other view than to 
gratify their boundlefs thirft after rich- 
es, and become favourites at the Pcrfian 
court. 

One of thefe apoftates in particular, 
who had accompanied the pilgrims to (n) 
Mecca, in order to pay his- devotions at 
the tomb of Mohammed, returned from 
thence, whilft I was refident at Ifpahan. 
Great numbers of the Armenians went 
out to meet him, and congratulate him on 
his fafe arrival in Perfia \ whereas not a 
(ingle Armenian thinks it worth his while 
to welcome home, or carefs a Chriftian 
pilgrim on his fafe return frorti ( 0) Jeru- 


falem. , 

So great is the power and authority of 
the Mohammedans in Perfia, that two 
otti'reMo- monks (both natives of (f>) Portugal) were 
S:s,r. compelled to embrace the Mohammedan 


faith: one in the year 1691, and the other 
m 1696. The firft, whofe Chriftian name 
was Emanuel, a (tinned that of Huficin- 
Celiebek, that is to fay, the Have of Hufi- 
fein, and the other (Anthony by name) 
was diftinguifhed by the title of Ali- 
Celiebek, or in other terms, the vafi'al of 
Ali. 

The convent of thefe two Portugneze 
fathers is a very fine, fpacious ftrudturc, 
fituate in the city, and full of very com- 
modious apartments j there was only one 
of them, however, refident there, whilft 
1 wa3 at Ifpahan, that is to fay, father 
Antonio Deftiero, of whom I have given 
the reader fomc account in the preceding 
part of this work. 

There are, moreover, two French 
capuchins, whofe convent is likewife fituate 
in the city. 

The Carmelites likewife have a very 
fine convent there, with a fpacious garden 
thereto belonging \ there was but one of 
them hoWeVer, there, a native of Poland, in 
my remembrance. 

Therfc are, befides thefe, two others, 
whether natives of France or (7) Denmark, 
I cannot peremptorily determine, who 
came thither from Rome, and live in a lit- 
tle habitation together in Julpha ; and there 
are four Jefilits alfo, who have ere&ed a 
little chappel, after the (r) Italian mode, irt 
that town, at their own expence, together 
With a very fine houfe and gardens at but 
a very final Idiftance from it. 

Befides thefe, there are three Domini - 
cans, who have lately credtad a new chap- 
pel at their own expence. 

There arc feveral other Europeans, 
moreover, refident at Julpha. Though 
moft of them, indeed, are natives of France, 
yet there are three in the town, Who were 
born at (s) Geneva ; their names Wete 
Siorde, De Finot, and Bafar } the firft was 
a goldfmith by profdfioi), . but, the other 
two dealt in watches atid clocks. There 
arc two phyficians like\vife in the town j 
one Hermct by name, a French-man. 
The other a native of (/) Smyrna. All 
the above-named Europeans, De Pinot 
only excepted) are married to Armenians 
of meah extfadtioti, and cart fcarcely get a 
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1704 Iivelybood by their labour 5 for there is 
little or no bufinefs in Perfia (as I 
have hinted before) for fuch as are ft ran- 
gers. 

The Perfians, indeed, have feveral very 
able and experienced phyficians 5 as alfo 
adepts in the mathematics amongft them- 
felves ; they are perfect ftrangers, however, 
to the art of iurgery j and give but very 
little encouragement to fuch ftrangers as 
are of that profeflion. Nay, even thofe 
who arc employed at court, are but very 
little regarded ; for their falaries are paid 
them only in bills upon other cities, which 
they are obliged fometimes to difeourrt 
at one third lofs, and fometimes more. 

’Tis obfervable, that a ftranger has no 
manner of profpeil of advancing his for- 
tune by marriage in this country } fincc 
there is fcarce a Angle inftance of an Eu- 
ropean that ever married into any Perfian 
family of fubftance or diftimftion. It is 
obfervable, likewife, that whenever any 
Europeans intermarry with the Perfians, 
they immediately conform to the cuftoms 
of the country, and never introduce their 
wives into the company of ftrangers. 
This fudden alteration in their deportment 
is mod confpicuous, indeed, amongft the 
French j for fuch as are natives cither of 
( u ) England or (w) Holland, retain the 
cuftoms of their forefathers. 

A remarkable inftance of this I faw 
myfelf in Mr. Kaftelyn, our Dutch direc- 
tor, whofe confort, tho’ a Perfian both of 
birth and fortune, was a lady of dif- 
tinguifhed merit, cftcemed by every body} 
and when (he died, the lofs of her was 
univerfally regretted. She appeared al- 
ways with her daughter, who was about 
ten years of age when I was there, at her 
hufband’s table, which was open to all the 
Europeans in general ; but whenever he 
paid them a vifit at Julpha, not a wife of 
theirs was to be feen. And, in fliort, they 
retain nothing of their native country, but 
the language. 

This is not the cafe, however, with 
fuch ftrangers as refide at ( x ) Conftanti- 
noplc, Smyrna, and other places under the 
dominion of the Grand Signior, where the 
Greek women, with whom they inter- 


marry, conform with; all the readinefs 
imaginable, to the cuftoms and manners 
of their hu (bands, or, indeed, to the par- 
ticular religion, which they refpedively 
profefs, and take care likewife to train up 
the children they hatfe by them in the 
fame tenets j whereas the Armenian 
women, whom we have been fpeaking of 
after marriage, (hew no conformity at all, 
but profefs the fame religion as their mo- 
ther* did before them, and inftil the fame 
principles into their children. 

I am confcious to my felf, indeed, that 
I might here be confronted with the in- 
ftance, of that celebrated traveller, byname 
Pietro della Valle, who, though a native 
of (y) Rome, intermarried with a lady- 
born at (2) Bagdet ,• but love will fome- 
times triumph over diferetion, and 
there is no general rule without an ex- 
ception. 

In all other refpeds, I have nothing 
farther to add, in regard to this remarkable 
adventure, and this fingle marriage, which 
was confummated in the very fame convent 
where I refided at my return from the 
(aa) Indies ; fince I (hould be very loth to 
fay any thing that might tend to the dis- 
reputation of fo celebrated a Roman, ‘and 
one, who has left fo many very valuable re- 
mains behind him. 

The Armenians, however, are not the 
only perfons who have renounced their re- 
ligion, and embraced Mohammedifm for 
gain. Several inftances may be produced 
amongft the ( 66 ) Georgians, both rich and 
poor, who have followed their mercenary 
and ungodly example} and thefe laft, in- 
deed, are as Httle regarded by the Europeans 
as the former. 

I (hall here take the liberty, before I 
bring this chapter to a conclufion, to intro- 
duce a remark or two in regard to fuch 
public miniflers as attend at the- Perfian 
court, with credentials from fome of the 
Chriftian powers 5 and amongft whom (it 
muft be ingenuoufiy confeffed) there are 
fome, who are altogether unworthy of 
that honourable title ) 'and are, in reality, 
no better than envoys, or common couriers. 
And it muft readily hkewiie be acknow- 
ledged, that they reflett but very little 
2 ho- 
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1704 honour on their matters from whom they 
come 5 fince the principal aim and defign 
of their journey is no more than this ; 
namely, that they may be freed from 
paying the cuftomary dues or duties on 
the feveral merchandizes or commodities 
which they bring along with them; a 
priviledge, which is granted without the 
leaft hefltatton, to all in general who are 
fent with fuch letters to the Perfian 
court. 

They are fumifhed likewife, wherever 
they go, with all fuch carriages as they have 
occafion for, and have, moreover, a daily 
ftipend, or pay, in proportion to the num- 
ber of their attendants, during their rcfidence 
at court ; but then that allowance is fo in- 
confiderablc, that any one, who bears the 
charader of a miniftcr, might very well 
blurti to accept of. It cannot upon the 
whole, be any matter of wonder, that the 
Armenians fhould be employed by the 
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Chriftian powers in the delivery of fuch 1704 
credentials to the king of Perfia ; and that 
thofe people fhould be able to impofe 
upon them fo far, as to make themfelves 
pafs for men of importance, and favourites 
at court ; for, in fad, they are neither men 
of honour or confcience, and make no 
fcruple to defraud at leaft, if not utterly to 
ruin thofe who are fent with them to 
court. 

As to their fentiments in regard to re- 
ligion, it is evident, that they are but lit- 
tle acquainted with the grounds and prin- 
ciples of Chriftianity which they profefs, 
from their readinefs to renounce that faith*, 
and embrace the erroneous tenets of the 
Mohammedans, upon the mod trivial 
motives ; and in our opinion, it is highly 
requifitc that ftrangers fhould be acquaint- 
ed with this their wavering faculty, and 
be forearm’d again ft their hypocrify and 
deceit. 

the preceding Chapter. 

healthful country and fruitful fo if ; eminent 
anticntly for the wit and learning of the inha- 
bitants, and for their great adtions, and the nu- 
merous heroes it has produced ; now fubjeft to 
the barbarous Turk, who has deftrnyed mod of 
the fine cities it contained, and introduced a de- 
luge of ignorance into thofe admired feats of 
learning and politencfs. 

( 0 Egypt, fee p. 33. n. a. 

(m) Paris, fee p* 261. n. 0. 

{n) Mecca, fee p. 242. n. 0 . 

(0) Jerufalem, fee p. 85.11. d. 

(p) Portugal, fee p. 2 60, n. ///. 

(q) Denmark. This kingdom was formerly 
elcftive, until the year 1659 ; it was then made 
hereditary in the perfon of Frederick III. and 
his pofterity. The capital city is Copenhagen, 

160 miles from Hamburgh; 80 miles from 
Amfterdam, and 580 from London. 

(r) Italy, fee p. 210. n. m. 

(s) Geneva, an antientcity in the dutchy of 
Savoy. 

(t) Smyrna, an antient city in theLeiTer Ada. 

(«) England fee p. 91. n. f 
• 4 Q 


(w) 



THE TRAVELS OF 


334 

1704 (to) Holland, fee p. 76. n. c. 

( x ) Constantinople, fee p. 196. n.£. 

0) Rome, fee p. 108. n.£. 

(z) Bagdat, eaft long. 43. lat. 33. 20. a 
ftrong town of Turky, on the frontiers of Perfia, 
fituate on the river Tigris, in the province of 
Iraca Arabic, the antient Chaldea, of which it 
is the capital, and ftands 260 miles north weft 
of Boffora, 340 miles weft of Ifpahan, and 350 
miles fouth eaft of Aleppo. It was the capital 
of the Saracen empire, till the middle of the 


thirteenth century, when theTurki made a con* j 704 
queft of it , fince which it has been taken and 
retaken fevera) times by the Perfiansand Turks; 
but the Turks made themfelves mafters of it in 
the year 1 689, and have continued in poffeflion 
of it ever fince. Kouli Khan, or Shah Nadir, 
the prePem foVereign of Perfia, has befieged it 
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fiege by the Turks. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

77>e Apoftacy of fome Dutchmen from the Chrijlian Faith. The procla- 
mation of the Korog, and the penalty annexed thereto in Cafe of 
Non-Compliance. The Intrepidity and Reflation of an Armenian, 
his cruel Death , and inhuman Treatment afterwards by the 
Perfians. ' 


The Apor- A ® out ^ atter en< * May, I took a 
tacy of walk with one Mr. Bakker, who was 

fomcDutcIi- ,, , , , . 

menfrom our directors deputy, into the fields in 
tian < "fjith. purfuit of game, but more efpecially of a 
certain bird, called in (a) Perfia the Morgh- 
Sacka, that is to fay, the water-carrier, 
which had been obferved to hover fre- 
quently over the river that runs by the 
meadow fide. We got a fight of him, 
according to our wifii ; but he happened to 
be too high, and at too great a diftance 
for our (hot to reach him. I was not a 
little chagreened at this difappointment, 
having never feen the bird before, notwith- 
ftanding it is often to be met with on the 
banks of the (i) Wolga ; as alfo at (c) 
Aftracan, and near the fhore of the (d) 
Cafpian fea. 

This bird is extremely large, and has a 
capacious pouch which he fills with water; 
and, if I am rightly informed, be very ge- 
neroufly diftributes his liquor amongft his 
brother birds, where he finds they ftand 
in need of it. As we found, however, our 
expectations balked in that kind of fport, 


we had immediate recourfe to our nets,’ 
with which we dragged out of the river a 
large quantity of fine fifh, which, at*our 
return home in the evening, we made a 
prefent of to our director. On the 
day following there was fuch a vio- 
lent hurricane, that it was dangerous to go 
out of doors. 

On the firft day of June, three natives 
of (r) Holland arrived at (/) Ifpahan, who 
had deferted our Eaft- India company’s ftiip, 
which then rode at anchor in the harbour 
of (g) Goinbron, and had embraced the 
Mohammedan religion in hopes of r'aifing 
their fortune. They found themfelves, 
however, very grofily miftaken in their 
avaricious fcheme ; for they were foon re- 
duced to the utmoft diftrefs, having met 
with no foul on the road that would give 
them the leaft afiiftance or relief : nor did 
they meet, indeed, with any better treat- 
ment on their arrival at Ifpahan : Heaven, 
as one vfrould be apt to imagine, being de- 
termined to punilh them feverely for the 
renunciation of their faith, for filthy lucre. 

In 
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In this their moft deplorable date and con- 
dition, they prefented themfelves before 
our director's gate, in hopes of meeting 
with his pity and compaffion ; but he or- 
dored them to be gone that moment, and 
make their application to thofc whofe re- 
ligion they had fo impioufly embraced. 
Though they obeyed his orders at that 
juncture, yet they ventured foon after to 
come again, with their earned duplica- 
tions that they might be once more entered 
into the company’s fervice ; dnce they 
mod fincerely repented of their pad apo- 
dacy and defertionj and humbly petitioned 
to be admitted again, tho’ unworthy, into 
the bofom of the Chridian church ; but 
that requed, he told them, was not in his 
power to grant them ; however, if they 
would return to Gombron ; and throw 
themfelves upon the company’s mercy, 
notwithdanding they had fo judly forfeited 
their lives by their mifdemeanors ; yet he 
would indulge them fo far, on that con- 
dition, but on no other, as to write to the 
director there, and defire him to fend them 
back again to the ( h ) Eaft-Indies. With 
that hard condition they all very readily 
complied, and unanimoufiy declared, that 
they had much rather run the rifk of be- 
ing tried, and fcntenced to the fevered 
death, rather than to be darved, and perifii 
in the fin, of which they had been fo in- 
advertently guilty. Upon this open de- 
claration, they were not only refrefiied, 
but comfortably cloathed ; which aCt of 
indulgence, they feemed, at lead, very 
gratefully to acknowledge ; and foon after, 
with all the tedimonies of unfeigned joy, 
they returned to Gombron, and from 
thence were fent to the Indies accordingly, 
where, beyond their deferts, they procured 
their pardon, both for their apodacy and 
defertion. 

On the fifth indant, whild I was very 
bufy in drawing a furvey on the river of the 
Chiaer-baeg, that is to fay, the fine alley 
of Ifpahan ; I heard a confufed noife, and 
upon lidening to it with fome degree of 
attention, I found it was the proclamation 
of the Korog. 

This out-cry is intended to give notice 
to all people in general, that his majedy is 
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near at hand, accompanied by his concu- 
bines, and that they mud withdraw with- 
out the lead hefitation, on pain of the fe- 
vered punilhment. Whereupon I remo- 
ved my quarters amongd the red, with all 
the expedition I was capable of ; but his 
majedy pad by foon after. He was pre- 
ceded by an officer on horfe-back, who 
rode full fpeed, in order to difperfe all 
fuch, as had no opportunity of getting out 
of the way in due time ; and he indantly 
came up to me, and directed me to a pro- 
per place of retirement. I indantly obey- 
ed his orders, and took a long tour, in or- 
der to get into the city again ; where ail 
the avenues of the dreets, through which 
the king and his concubines were to pafs, 
were lined with guards, to prevent all per- 
fons, without didinflion, from palling that 
way; infomuch that, it was with no 
fmall difficulty that I reached my lodg- 
ings. 

The very next day I went to the dime 
plaae, and met with the very fame obdruc- 
tion as before; and, moreover, I perceived, 
that fome of the avenues to the Chiaer- 
baeg were fpread with fome certain cloths. 
When a man happens, on thefe extraordi- 
nary occafions, to be furprifed, he mud 
move diredly ; but it is cudomary, to give 
all people previous notice for keeping out 
of the way, or quitting even his habitation 
whether by night or by day, as long as 
the Korog, or proclamation continues. 
And for my own part, I have been forced 
frequently to abandon the Caravanferai, 
or inn, where I lodged on that particular 
account. 

Not long after this, there arrived two 
gunners from the Indies, whom Mr. 
Kadelyn had fent for, in order to enter 
into his majedy’s fervice ; but when the 
king was informed of their arrival, he gave 
them to underdand that one of them was 
fufficient to anfwer his purpofe ; and even 
that one was employed but a very ffiort 
time, and the falary or wages allowed him 
for his attendance was fo mean and trivial, 
that one would almoft bluffi to mention 
the fum. This gunner, indeed, who was 
fird cloathed before he was introduced, 
had no great matters to do > all his bufinefs, 

it 
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1704 it feemed, was cnly to (hoot at a mark, 
with fome few pieces of cannon ; a diver- 
lion to which his majcfty at that time was 
a pcrfcdt ftranger } but the reader is here 
to obferve, the Perfians were as long in 
preparing the requifites for this trivial ex- 
ercife, as we Ihould be in the eredlion of a 
fort. This gunner, indeed, was foon dif- 
charged j for he was not duely qualified 
to hit die tafte of the Perfians ; for they 
are not to be pleafed, unlefs the party em- 
ployed be very afliduous, and makes his 
applications with abundance of humility 
and refpeft. 

‘ On the feventeenth inftant, the moon 
was in a great eclipfe ; appeared rcddilh, 
and its light was almoft totally dark- 
ened. 

On the twenty-firft there were fome 
clouds in the Iky, after a feries of fine 
weather, during which, there was nothing 
like one to be feen ; but then they were 
of a lively blue, without the leaft gloom 
or (hade 5 which is no uncommon octur- 
rence in this country. 

About the beginning of July the wind 
began to blow hard, and bleak ; but 
then they were foon fucceeded by an ex- 
ceffive heat. 

On the third inftant, the inhabitants be- 
gan to open their (hops, which for five or 
fix days fucceffively had been clofe (hut 
up, on account of a folemn mourning that 
is univerfally obferved at this feafon. At 
this particular time, which, if I am not 
miftaken, is by the Perfians called Wagme, 
all fuch as have any animofities fubfifting 
between them, endeavour to bury them all, 
as much as poflible, in oblivion, and to re- 
new their former friendfhips, if it fuits 
with their private intereftj but o- 
therwife, their confidences are not fo 
tender but they can retain their refent- 
ments. 

Much about this time, an unhappy 
quarrel arofe between fome of the Englifh 
agents domcftics, and fome certain Per- 
fians ; and from high words they proceeded 
to hard blows. The Perfians, fired with 
refentment, and vowing to be revenged, 
invidioufiy aflerted that one of their coun- 
try-men had been killed by a native of (/) 


Armenia, who was retained in the fervice 1704 
of that minifter ; whereupon all the (hops 
in the diftridt wherein he refided, were 
dole fliut up. 

The populace, animated with the notion 
of this pretended murder, made their bit- 
ter complaint to the high bailiff, who was 
a native of (£) Georgi.' 1 , and had been for* 
merly a Chriftian. This high bailiff, 
without any orders procured from his fu- 
periors, at once fummoned the Englifh 
agent’s interpreter, who by birth was an 
Armenian, and obliged him to fign a paper, 
whereby he bound himfelf either to find 
out the perfon who had committed this fla- 
grant crime, or in default thereof to pay a 
certain fine in money. To this paper the 
treacherous interpreter very readily fet his 
hand, notwithftanding he was confcious 
to himfelf that there was no fuch outrage 
committed, and even fixed the murder on 
one of his own countrymen ; which he did 
with the greater eafe, becaufe his mafter, 
who by his authority might poflibly have 
appeafed the ftorm, at that time lay fick 
in his bed. In the interim the Perfians 
cried aloud for vengeance for the death of 
one of their poor, worthlefs natives, who 
had only been baflonaded for his infoTent 
deportment : and they treated the franks 
(which is the name by which they dif- 
tinguifh all the natives of (/) Europe in 
general) as murderers, and made their com- 
plaints of them accordingly at court. Not 
fatisfied with thefc rigorous proceedings, 
they carried, with ftill greater rage and re- 
fentment than before, the effigies of a dead 
body to the Chiaer-baeg, in order to exaf- 
perate and inflame the minds of the com- 
mon people ; and even obliged their own 
prime minifters to make a formal demand 
of the pretended murderer, from the En- 
glifh agent, who had fiieltcred and con- 
cealed him. 

At the fame time, that agent received an 
order for the difeharge of all his Moham- 
medan domeftics in general} whereupon 
the Englifh required eight days time to 
take this affair into their con fi deration } 
which demand was complied with accord- 
ingly. 

In the mean time the poor innocent 
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1704 Armenian had concealed hiinltlf in the 
c ' v ’ 0 town of Julpha, where he was betrayed 
by the agent’s perfidious interpreter before- 
mentioned, who brought him before the 
officers of ju dice, and they committed him 
to prifon : the implacable mob, however, 
no ways appeafed by this his unjuft con- 
finement, infolently demanded that the 
prifoner fhould be inftantaneoufly delivered 
into their hands, and the officers were 
compelled to fubmit. 

As i'oon as they had got him into their 
own clutches, they confulted together 
wlnt ftep to take next, in order to bring 
him to condign puniftiment. Some few, 
who were cooler and more compaffionate 
than the reft, were for having him dif- 
charged, and made a prdent of to the 
king : the major part of them, however, 
being too hot, ohftinate, and perverfe, op- 
pofed this motion to the laft degree, and 
drawing their fabres, hauled him away, 
in open defiance both of law and juftice. 
But what incenfed the unruly multitude 
more than all the reft, was, that they had 
ufed their utmoft endeavours to bring him 
over to the Mohammedan perfuafion, and 
added thereto their fair promifes of life and 
libdVty, and an advantageous match into the 
bargain, in cafe of compliance ; but all 
their artifices proved altogether ineffectual ) 
for notwithftanding he had immediate 
death before his eyes, yet with the utmoft 
intrepidity and refolution, he rejected all 
their infidious offers. And when fomc of 
his brother Armenians, who had renoun- 
ced their faith before, exhorted him to 
feign a compliance only, he heroically 
contemned their advice, and openly decla- 
red, be the confequencc ever fo fatal, he 
would never ( coward - like ) deny his 
Saviour and his God : upon which the 
incenfed Perfians flew upon him, like fo 
many tygers, and not contented with de- 
priving him, in the moft unmerciful man- 
ner, of his life, they dragged his dead car- 
cafe to the great fquare belonging to the 
* king’s palace ; where the moft inveterate 
of them thinking it impofiible to infult 
his remains enough, or vent a fufficient 
number of imprecations on his devoted 


head ; they tore out hb bowels, and threw 1704 
them away with all the maiks of infamy '"'y'"’ 
and contempt ; nay the veiy women added 
fuel to the fire, and could not fotbear join- 
ing with plea lure in their favage treat- 
ment. 

In this ignominious manner, died this 
Chriftian hero, this faiihlul lfrvant, who 
had never abandoned his uiaflcr dining the 
whole courfe of his illnefs, but gave him 
conftant attendance day and night. The 
name of this unhappy domellic, or mar- 
tyr, was Gregory Aflafberj an 1 notwith- 
ftanding his furprillng intrepidity, as a- 
bove related, and his ftedfatlnefs in ths 
Chriflian religion, he was but a youth un- 
der twenty years of age. 

The proper officers, however, at laft, 
gave orders for carrying the poor mangled 
carcafe to Julpha, where it was interred in 
the church of St. Saviour, which is the 
fineft in all that diftridt ; and an Armenian 
merchant erected foon after a ftpulchral 
monument over him, at his own expence, 
in order to tranlinit his memory down to 
latcft pollerity ; and at the lame time, to 
teflify that unfeigned affedlion and friend- 
fin’p, which he bore him before he fell a 
facrificc to the fury and refentment of a 
pack of barbarians. 

It is no difficult matter to conceive what 
a terror this tragical, this barbarous and 
inhuman murder mud infufe into all the 
ftrangers in general that refided at Ifpa- 
han } and it had fuel) an effedt, that but 
very few of them durft venture out of 
their habitations for feme coniidcrable 
time, for fear of expofing themfclves to the 
rage and refentment of a mercilefs multi- 
tude, who were drunk, as it were, thro’ 
the connivance which they met with in 
the comtniffion of fo flagitious a crime. 

It muft be acknowledged, indeed, that be- 
fore this unparalleled outrage, the Perfians 
always paid a peculiar regard both to the 
Englilh and the Dutch. 

As a great part of the company’s goods 
were expedted to be brought to Ifpahan 
from Gombron, proper perfons were fent 
to meet them, according to cuftom, and 
to convey them into our warchoufes. 

4 R And 
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1704 And this method is taken in order to pre- 
vent the Pcrfians from infulting thofe 
who bring them, and turning them out of 
their way j which, as it was nothing more 
than common, they took care to do it at 
this jun&ure. 

Our people, perceiving they were not 
only infulted but attacked by a parcel of 
barbarians, and their bales thrown down 
upon the ground, were determined to do 
themfelves juftice, and oppofe them to the 
utmoft of their power. 

In this fray, it unluckily happened, that 
the fon of the king’s firft phyfician, was 
prefent, and received feme few blows with 
a cudgel. As the Perfiansat this time were 
the weakeft party, they had immediate re- 
courfe to complaints, and demanded fatis- 
fadlion for the injuries that they pretended 
to have fuftair.edj and our director, to 
whom they made their applications for 
redrefs, promifed that juftice fhould be 
done them, after a proper examination had 
been made in fo important a matter : 
whereupon they very readily withdrew; 
but the next day refumed their complaints : 
and one of his domeftics being proved guilty 
of an affault, he caufcd him to be fecured in 
their prefence, and ordered that he fhould 
be baftonaded on the foies ofliisfeet: how- 
ever, no fooner was the punifhment begun 
to be inflidted on the delinquent, but 
his accufers interceded for him, and kind- 
ly declared that they were perfectly fatis- 
fied. This gentle proceeding was widely 
diftant from that which they had exerted 
but fome few days before againft the do- 
meftic of the Englifh agent, who had been 
guilty of nothing more than applying the 
cudgel a little too warmly on the back of 
a worthlels, infignificant rafeal, which, 
however, very unhappily coft the poor, in- 
nocent domeftic his life. 

To conclude, as this nation is fo very 
hard to be pleafed, and are fo implacably 
vindidtive, it behoves every European 
minifter, who attends at the Perfian court, 
in order to tranfadt the public affairs for 


which they are fent thither by their re- 
fpedlive powers, to maintain the dignity of 
their character with a high hand, and not 
to put up with the leaft affront, or fuffer 
themfelves to be any ways infulted with- 
out fome condign punifhment inflidted on 
the aggreffors. Of all the minifters, with 
whom I have had the honour at times to 
be perfonally acquainted, there is no man 
that ever kept up his publick charadter 
better, than one Mr. Hooghkame, with 
whom I travelled to («) Conftantinople 
many years ago. He was fome time after 
that, fent by the Eaft-India company into 
Perfia, and was there univerfally 'efteemed. 
He was once, however, embroiled in a 
very troublefome affair, with one of the 
principal grandees, and a favourite at 
court, whofe domeftics, it feems, had fome 
quarrel with thofe of my friend. Upon 
their coming to blows, the Perfian grandee 
laid his hand upon his fibre ; upon that 
our minifter, with a piftol in his hand, 
protefted, that if he offered to draw his 
fword, he would (hoot him that moment 
through the head : whereupon the grandee 
gave orders to his fervants to be quiet, and 
immediately withdrew. And it muft 
be owned, that he adted the prudent part 
in fo doing ; for his party was much the 
weakeft ; and the minifter was attended 
by fome European foldiers, againft whom 
the Perfians would fcarcely have been able 
to maintain his charge. Befides thofe fol- 
diers took care to fupport their mafter’s 
dignity by making a pompous figure, and 
by a refolution that removed all obftacles 
in their way ; and in fo fcornful and impe- 
rious a nation, fuch a conduct is highly re- 
quifite. 

And accordingly, the Perfians fhewed 
fuch a deference and efteem for him ; that 
wherever he appeared, his paffage was never 
after obftrudled ; nay the court and the 
king himfelf paid as great a regard for him 
as the Europeans themfelves, and to 
this very day they mention his name with 
honour. 
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(a) Perfn, fee p. 64. n. 0. 

(b) Wolga, or Volga, fee p. 28. n. /. 

(1 c ) Aftracan, fee p. 62. n. i. 

(d) Cafpian fea, fee p. 66. n. q. 

(e) Holland, fee p. 76. n. c. 

(f) Ifpahan, or Spahawn, fee p. 109. n. tn. 


(g) Gomron, or Gombron, fee p. 262. 
n, w. 

(b) India, (proper) fee p. 213. n. d. 

(i) Armenia, fee p. 198. n .g. 

(k) Georgia, in Alia, lcc p. 107. n. d. 

( l ) Europe, fee 127. n. d&. 

(m) Julfa, or Julpha, fee p. 262. n. x. 

(n) Conftantinople, fee p. 196. n.£. 


CHAP. XLVIII. 

The Englifh Agent dies. The Ceremonies obferved at his Interment. 
A fuccinSl Account of the Preparations made for a public Rejoicing 
on Account of the remarkable Intermarriage of the King of [a) 
Perfia’s little Daughter of three Tears of Age to the GrandJ'on of his 
Majefly s Aunt> who was but five. " The Manner obferved by the 
Natives of {b) Armenia at a Time of Mounting. A Jhort De~ 
feription of an antient Fortrefs : As alfo , of the Mountain called 
„ Sagte-Ruftan. 


A Bout this time, the Perfians were 
^ bufy in the folcmnization of their 
grand feftival, called Babafoeds-ja-adier, 
that is to fay, the fcaft of the invincible 
father of the divine worlhip, a particular 
title conferred by them on one of their 
faints, who was put to death by Omar. 

Some Ihort time after this, there was 
another Korog, in the parts adjacent to 
the royal palace, with exprefs orders for 
all who refided within the verge of the 
court to go direCtly out of their private 
habitations, as well as thofe, who lodged 
in any public caravanferas, or inns. The 
fame orders were iflued out again about 
two days after that, his majefty being in- 
clined to divert himfelf without the walls 
of his palace, in company with his concu- 
bines. 

The miific, on this occafion, commen- 
ced in the evening, and the band continu- 
ed playing all that night and the next day, 
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without intermiflion, ’till the felting of the 
fun; becaufc the grand fdlival, called 
Mohammed was to be folemnized on the 
twentieth. 

On the twenty firft of Auguft Mr. 
Owen, the Englilh company’s agent, died 
in the fortieth year df his age. He was a 
gentleman of ftriCt virtue and honour, and 
univcrfally beloved. The very next day, 
we paid him the lad; teftimonies of our 
forrow and refpeft, and attended his re- 
mains to the place allotted for the inter- 
ment of all Chriftians in the following 


The death 
of the En* 
glifh agent, 


manner. 

Our director's deputy (as the director 
himfelf happened to be confined to his 
chamber through a fevere fit of the gout) 
went by break of day to the habitation of 
the deceafed, accompanied by all our 
director’s family : there went fourteen 
horfes likewife, two whereof were led, 
covered with black cloth, and preceded by 
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1704 a trumpet with thirteen runners. The 
mafter of the horfe to the deceafed ap- 
' peared, in the firft place, accompanied by 
his interpreter, and feveral others ; follow- 
ed by three fumpter-horfes, covered with 
black cloth, and with plumes of white 
feathers on their heads ; then went four- 
teen perfons on horfe-back, attended by 
ten or a dozen fervants, all on foot, with 
a trumpet before the fumpter-horfes ; after 
thefe, appeared thofe belonging to our 
director ; after them, the body of the de- 
ceafed, covered with white filk ; and a 
black velvet pall thrown over it. It was 
depofited on a bier, which was carried by 
four bearers, who were at proper times re- 
lieved; as the place of his interment was 
at fome confiderable diftance from his 
habitation. Next after the corpfe went 
the deputy of the deceafed, attended by 
ours, and by all the Dutch, amongft whom 
I was one; as alfo, by father Antonio Def- 
tiero, the refident there for the king of 
(r) Portugal, and all the Englifti Armenian 
merchants who were then refident at 1 (d) 
Julpha. We proceeded in this order 
through the Chiaer-baeg. Each of us 
had a white filk fcarf thrown over our 
flioulders, which was knotted at the bot- 
tom, and hung down to the ground. 
Thefe were given us at the deceafed’s houfe. 
Each of us had likewife another fcarf of 
white gauze given us, which were faftened 
on our hats. There were fome of the 
company, indeed, who had no hats, and 
thofe wore their gauze fcarves around their 
waift. The whole procefiion confided of 
forty perfons on horfe-back, and about 
thirty fervants on foot. The French were 
in waiting for us at the burial-ground, 
accompanied byafmall number of Monks, 
and the body was interred about feven 
o’clock, at which time the Englilh com- 
pany’s deputy read over the funeral fervice, 
according to the cuftom obferved in (e) 
England. When that fervice was over, 
each of the company threw in a handful 
of earth into the grave which was filled 
up afterwards by the proper diggers. We 
returned in the fame order as we came ; 
and were entertained at the houfe of the 
deceafed, where thofe who came back 


with us were ftrved with fcarves, like thofe 
which had been given us before. One 
was fent likewife to our deputy, who 
(as we have obferved) was indifpofed. 
After a very genteel entertainment the 
company withdrew. 

Some few days after the folemnization 
of this funeral, I faw all the Bazars, or 
fiiops, cmbelliftied with little bands of 
parti coloured paper, tinfel, feveral little fi- 
gures, and other bagatelles. All the fiiops 
in the evening were illuminated with little 
lamps ; and in divers places, the burghers, 
or citizens, were under arms. 

Thefe declarations of public joy were 
occafioned by the intermarriage of a little 
piincefs, the king s daughter, who was but 
three years of age, with the grandfon of 
his majefty’s aunt, who was but five. 
And thefe illuminations, &c. were made 
on account of the young princefs being 
at that time conduced to the palace of 
that lady, where (he was to receive her 
future education. 

This, perhaps, is the only infiance that 
can be produced of a marriage of this na- 
ture, between children who are Pcrfians 
by extra&ion. Such matches, indeed, may 
be frequently met with amongft the Ar- 
menians. That lady, his majefty’s aunt, 
and lifter to the king his father, is called 
Zynab-Beggum. She intermarried with 
the fon of Soltan-Galiefa, who was a great 
favourite of Abbas the Second. 

On the twenty fecond of Auguft, I went 
to Julpha, where I tarried till the twenty 
fixth ; a particular day, whereon the Ar- 
menians folemnize their grand feftival cal- 
led Soerp-gaets, that is to fay, the fcaft of 
the crofs, in commemoration of Chrift’s 
crofs, which was difeovered on Mount 
(}) Calvary, by St. Helen, who was the 
mother of Conftantine the Great. 

In order therefore to the folemnization 
thereof, their wives, about two or three 
hours before break of day, aflemble them- 
felves together at the burial-ground, ap- 
pointed for the interment of Chriftians 
only, and take care to bring with them, 
a fufficient quantity of wood, coals, tapers, 
and incenfc. When they are thus got 
together, they kindle fires at but a fmall 
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1704 di’ftancc from the fepulchral monuments 
of their deceafed friends and relations } 
upon which they fet up lighted tapers, 
and kept continually throwing incenfe 
into their fires ; making at the fame time 
the moll hideous lamentations, and addref- 
fing themfelves to the Manes of thofe who 
lie down in peace within their graves, 
with more or lefs fervency and zeal, in 
proportion to that love and affedtion 
which they owed them when in the land 
of the living. Some of them even pro- 
ftrate themfelves on the tombs of their de- 
parted hufbands, which they feem with 
ardency to fold within their arms, and pour 
out on the cold ftone a whole flood of 
tears. Such amongft them as are in 
flourifhing circumflances, or perfons of 
high birth and diftin&ion, will decorate a 
tomb-ftone with five or fix feveral tapers, 
and fetch fuch heavy fighs and groans, 
as, if fincere, would melt the moll 
obdurate heart, and tempt one to partake 
in their affliction. 

As my natural curiofity inclined me 
to be a fpedtator of this grand, tho’ melan- 
choly folemnity, I fet out for the burial- 
ground, accompanied by the fon of our 
interpreter, with whom I lodged, about two 
hours before break of day. I was per- 
fectly aftonifhed at the fight of the tombs 
there, and at the prodigious number of 
mourners that were affcmblcd together on 
that folemn occafion : and wbilft I con- 
tinued at fome confiderabie diflance from 
them, the whole appeared to my imagina- 
tion, as the ruins of a town that had been 
reduced to aihes by fome deftruCtive fire 5 
and the burial-ground in particular, as a 
fpot of ground to which thofe inhabitants 
who were fo happy as to efcape the flames, 
had fled for refuge, in the dead of the 
night, with links and other proper lights, 
in order to find out, if pofliblc, their dif- 
trefled friends or relations, or the remains of 
their fubftance unconfirmed ; like perfons 
inconfolable, in fhort, and in the deepeft 
did refs. Notwithftanding the hulbands 
keep at home, whilft their wives are thus 
employed in this frightful fervice, and 
pouring out their molt pitious lamenta- 


tions j yet I obferved, that there were fome 1704 
men amongft them, though their number '-H'-r 
was comparatively final!, and fome ptiefts 
likewife, who offered to alTift Inch with 
their fupplications, and other aCls of devo- 
tion, as were willing to pay a pecuniary con- 
fideration, which was more or lefs, as their 
circumftances would admit. The poorer 
fort will beftow (ometimes fix- per., e 1 on 
them: a fubftantial citizen’s lady will Vi nt 
perhaps twelve-pence, and a pci (bn < i- 
ftinCtion will advance in proportion to her 
dignity and llation. 

And as thefc priefts in particular are 
dreft all in black, they make an odd fan- 
taftical group amongft a parcel of women 
in their white veils. The number of 
women, who refort to this Chrillian burial- 
place, on this folemn occafion, amounts, 
for the moil part, to three thoufand and 
upwards •, and the number of little fires 
that arc thus kindled, and thus inccflantly 
fed with incenfe, raifes fuch a fmokc as 
fpreads itlelf as far as Ilpahan. Notwith- 
ftanding this folemnity was a night-feene j 
yet I took a draught of it, in the beft man- 
ner I was able ; and the fpot I pitched up- 
on for my Hand was that part by the tomb- 
ftone of our dircClor’s late deceafed con- 
fort, which fronted the city ; a reprefenta- 
tion whereof the reader will find in Plate p| i , 
(No. 102.) hereunto annexed. 

The ceremony continued till about two 
in the morning. Upon my return, I found 
the way crowded with people of all ranks 
and degrees ; and met with (everal ladies 
who were going to pay the tombs a fecond 
vifit. 

No fooner was the fun up, but the popu- 
lace thronged to the fame place of ren- 
dezvous, but with no other view than to 
fmoke a fober pipe or two, and fpend 
the remainder of the day in fuch different 
amufements as they thought proper. 

In the evening of the laft day of Auguft, 

I went to our diredor’s, in order to go 
with his deputy, to the inoiinunn called 
Koefoffa, where lie the ruins (ft an inherit 
fortrefs. We fet out on the inti of Sep- 
tember about four in the moron.:, and by 
feven reached one part of that mountain, 
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where we were obliged to difraount, be- 
caufe our horfes could carry us no far- 
ther. My companion, who took but little 
delight in walking, left me there, and 
went to the Chriftian burial-ground, in 
order to wait for my return. At about 
eight o’clock, I went up the mountain, 
accompanied by a huntfman and a fervant 
of our dire&or’s, who were provided with 
fire-arms ; and by ten we arrived at an old 
gate-way, by one fide whereof lay the 
ruins of a wall, which in times part ex- 
tended to the northward quite to the foot 
of. the mountain, in that place where it is 
fteepeft. This gate was more worne out 
by abundance on the left-hand than on 
the right. The reader will find a repre- 
fentation of it in Plate (No. 103) hereto 
annexed. 

At the diftance of about a quarter of a 
league from hence, we met with the 
ruins of another ftrudure, which was to- 
tally demoliflied, though they affured me 
it had once been a ftable. From thence 
I perceived feveral fragments of an antient 
wall which extended a confidcrable way 
fouthward upon the top, or fummit of the 
hill from eaft to weft, and to the north- 
ward towards the city, which ftands but 
at a fmall diftance from it. It might, in- 
deed, have palled for a kind of fortrefs 
by nature, without the aid or affiftance 
of any art whatever, being extremely fteep 
from top to bottom } and to confefs the 
truth, it never had any wall on that 
fide. 

About eleven o’clock we reached the 
very fummit, but not without fome toil 
and fatigue. There I difeovered the ruins 
of a building, which had been no lefs than 
eight and twenty paces in length, though 
very little of it was at that time remain- 
ing. The wall was four feet thick at 
lcaft, and continues ftill pretty lofty in fome 
places, where are the remains of fome 
arcades ftill to be feen within. The fum- 
mit, or top of this mountain, likewife, is no 
more than twenty eight paces in breadth 
from north to fouth, and fixty four in 
length from eaft to weft, and falls Hoping 
away to the eaft ward. 


As to the reft, it extends in length 
to the fouthward, from whence the 
antient walls of the fortrefs, which were 
there formerly as they appear to the 
northward, are ftill to be feen j of 
which the reader will find a reprefen- 
tation in Plate (No. 104.) hereto an- 
nexed. 

I took the draught of all this with 
greater care and exa&nefs than ufual } 
becaufe there are fome travellers who 
infift, that Darius was refident in this for- 
trefs when Alexander attacked his army 
in the plain a fecond time. I went 
down thither about noon, and there to 
die fouthward I made a draught of 
the outward ruins that arc ftill fubfifting 
of this ftrudlure, where are ftill to be 
feen two femi- circles, in the form of 
towers. 

In the Plate (No. 105.) hereto an- 
nexed, the reader, on turning his eye 
to the rock, may vifibly difeern the very 
fpot of ground whereon this fortrefs was 
firft e reeled. 

The huntfman, whom I took with me 
for my guide, would fain have gone 
down the mountain on the north fide, 
as it was by much the fhorteft wayj 
and ufed all the motives he could think 
of, to induce me to follow him} but 
the rock appeared to me fo fteep, and 
fo much like a precipice, that my cou- 
rage failed me ; and I durft not indulge 
my curiofity fo far, as to venture the 
breaking my bones in the adventure. 
I could not, however, with all my per- 
fuafions, prevent my other attendant 
from following his example, which he 
feverely repented in but a few minutes 
after } for I had fcarce lqft fight of my 
two fool-hardy companions, but I found 
the laft was obliged to ftop } and I could 
hear him bawl out to me at a diftance, 
for Gods-fake, Sir, do not prefume to fol- 
low us. Where he ftopt, he was forced 
to continue for fome confiderable time, 
being incapable of ftirring one foot either 
backwards or forwards. I advifed him to 
be as cautious and careful as pofliblej 
but of two dangers, to attempt the climb- 
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J704 ing up again, rather than to follow his 
fcllow-fervant who delcendcd with the 
intrepidity of a fool, and the agility of a 
eat. For my own part, I thought, 
according to the old proverb, that the 
farthed way about was the neared way 
horncj and accordingly, I chofe rather to 
take a tour round about for two leagues at 
lead: to the cadward, between the moun- 
tains; infomuch that it was pad three 
o’clock before I reached the burial-ground 
above-mentioned, as the fpot agreed on 
between my friend and I for our meeting, 
in whofe care we had left our horfes. 

When I had reded and refrefhed my- 
felf for fomc time alter my danger and 
fadgue, we returned to the city, with a 
refolution, to vifit the next day fome fuch 
other curiofities, as I imagined worthy of 
a traveller’s attention; cfpecially as I was 
determined to take my leave of my land- 
lord and the city towards the latter end of 
September. 

Tagte. Accordingly, we fet out by day-break 
Rmtan. p ()r ( .j ie mounta j n of Tagte-Rudan, which 
lies a league and an half at lead from the 
city; and on the fuinmit or top thereof 
w£ met with the ruins of a particular 
building, fnd founded by an able and ex- 
perienced warrior, of whom there arc 
very large encomiums upon record. 

At the foot of this mountain there is a 
grotto, wherein there are three or four 
remarkable fprings, the waters whereof 
keep continually trickling down the (ides 
of the rock. A great number of the 
fg) Indians, who are known and didin- 
guilhcd by the title of Banians, refort an- 
nually, on April-day, or foon after at lead, 
to this mountain, in order to folemnize a 
grand fedival, in commemoration of a 
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certain holy hermit, who for many years 1704 
fucceflively relidcd in a cell not far didant ’ 
from the rock, if not a cavern of it; and, 
indeed there is for the mod part, fome 
one dervife, that is to fay, fome one St. 
or another, that makes it his place of 
abedc. This grotto is filled with flips of 
duffs of all forts of colours, which arc 
brought hither by perfons labouring under 
fome feverc affliction or other, for the re- 
lief whereof they refort to thefc waters, 
as is a cuflom generally obferved (as I have 
hinted already) by all the inhabitants of 
the cadern nations. The reader, in Plate 
(No. 106) will find an cxaCt reprefenta- 
tion of this grotto. 

About half a league from this place, on 
that fide which fronts the city, is a certain 
mountain, from whence the Perfians 
extrad thofe hard, blue floncs, with 
which they crcCt tlacir fepulchral monu- 
ments. 

,1 faw feveral of them myfelf thrown 
down from the top of the mountain di- 
rectly on the plain, without the lead vili- 
ble damage i but fuch as are of the larger 
fize are rolled down thofe fides of it which 
are deep, indeed, but then they have a 
gradual defeent. 

From hence there is a very fine profpeCt 
to the weflward between the mountains 
and the plain, not only of a number of 
handfonie villages, but of feveral fpacious 
gardens intermixed, which have a fine 
effeCt. 

The leader will find I have hereto an- 
nexed a jreprefentation of it, together with 
the mountain, on the top whereof dands 
Ruflan-huufe. Having thus gratified my 
curiofity, .1 returned, well-plcafed to the 
city. 

the preceding Chapter. 

(e) England, fee p. 91. n.f. 
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